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Preserving the foundations of tomorrow’s Diocese 

Thank you to all who attended 

our first archives day on Novem-

ber 26. 

It was very much a “dip the toe in 

the water” exercise—we had no 

idea who would be interested, if 

any, or how many would attend. 

Needless to say we were de-

lighted to have an attendance of 

26, and from such a wide range of 

parishes and organisations. 

Thanks also to Alice Flett whose 

idea the day was and who did 

much of the on-the-spot organis-

ing in spite of her busy life. 

A good number of suggestions 

came out of the day — some of 

them are listed elsewhere — and 

we will make an effort to imple-

ment those we can. However, it 

must be emphasised our group 

has no formal standing. It is 

purely an interest group and is 

therefore in no position to do 

more than suggest that things be 

done. 

The tale Fr Clark told of how the 

archives came into being through 

a number of small and patient 

steps shows us the path that must 

continue to be followed, at least 

in the meantime, if the present 

situation is to be improved. 

In the past six months the photo 

team has catalogued more than 

1000 photos, and handled them 

and stored them using correct 

conservation techniques. 

That is a huge advance and their 

work continues. 

Those who were at the archives afternoon, and their parishes or ar-

eas of interest, were: 

Donna Malone,  St. Joseph’s Papanui; Ann Christian, Cathedral 

parish; Br. Peter Brown, OLPH, St. Albans; Josephine van Mont-

fort, St. Paul’s, Dallington, (archivist for Catholic Women’s 

League); Merle Conaghan, Christ the King, Burnside, Photo pro-

ject; Rosalie Borcoskie, Rangiora; Neville Moar, St. Patrick’s, Lin-

coln; Margaret Shackle, OLF, Mairehau; John Butler, OLV, Sock-

burn; Peter Grofski, OLV, Sockburn, (history publisher); Bryan 

Stickle, OLSS, Sumner; Br. Paul Scott, St. Albans, Marist/Xavier

(Pastor); Fr. Kevin Clark, Bryndwr, Diocesan Archivist; Michael 

Hanrahan, Holy Name Ashburton;  Jan Slater, St. G’s, Bishopdale;  

Mary Fitzgerald, St. Anne’s, Woolston; Sr. Helena Kearns, LCM 

Sisters; Sr. Helen Barry, LCM Sisters;  Margaret Ballinger, St. 

Anne’s, Woolston;  Bernard & Margaret Hempseed, OLV, Sock-

burn; Catherine Haenga, St. Anne’s, Woolston; Jean Clifton (Photo 

project, Bishop Grimes research); Tony Bagley, CTK, Burnside, 

Gail Guckert, Lyttelton; Alice Flett, Cathedral parish. 

Apologies were received from Monsignor James Harrington, Holy 

Name Ashburton; John Foley, St Patrick’s Waimate; Elaine Rush-

ton, Holy Spirit, Tinwald and Jennifer Anderson, Christ the King 

Burnside and photo project.)  

The Archives Day 

For most of us, the immediate appeal in archive work is the human 

aspect. Seeing photos and reading letters and statements from people 

whose lives and work are joined to us across the years. With this work 

comes an understanding and even familiarity with their characters and 

personalities. We grow to admire, even to like individuals we have 

never met, yet whose lives and work have influenced our own. 

An archive however is importantly, the repository of facts. Even ex-

tremely important facts can, and often are, forgotten over time. The 

best human memory is still frail and subject at least, to distortion. 

Who really owns that piece of land? 

For what purpose was it acquired? 

What method was used in the construction of the Cathedral? 

No one remembered! 

No one knew!  

The archives told us. 

Kevin Clark 

FROM THE ARCHIVIST 



SOME SUGGESTIONS 
A number of suggestions were made at the archives afternoon for 

ways material can be gathered and stored and how awareness can be 

raised. Others have been received since. Some of them are: 

 

1. Guidance for parishes about what records should be saved and 

how it should be done. 

2. Encourage parishes to appoint an interested person as a re-

corder to forward annual reports of parish happenings to the 

Archives. 

3. Use the diocesan website as well as Inform to publicise the 

Archives (first steps have been taken towards this). 

4. Use the secular media to raise awareness, as many church non-

attenders are responsible for house clearances and administer-

ing estates. 

5. Greater emphasis on conservation techniques, such as gloves, 

when handling all documents. 

6. More archives days, perhaps with more of a workshop format. 

7. Regular newsletter to interested people. (This is the first). 

Where to  
from here? 

 
Having proved through our 

first archives workshop that 
there are people in the wider 
diocese with an interest in its 
history, where do we go 
next? 

After discussing this with Fr 
Clark, we feel we should per-
haps plan for another day 
with more of a workshop 
theme, perhaps with a pro-
fessional archivist. 

A regular newsletter also 
seems to be favoured by 
most, perhaps at four or six 
monthly intervals. 

Perhaps also a more formal 
Archives Interest Group 
could grow out of this. 

Anyone who would like to 
comment on these ideas or 
make other suggestions is 
welcome to contact Michael 
Hanrahan at 48 Philip Street, 
Ashburton, email 
mhhh@xtra.co.nz or you 
could try your luck on the 
phone in the evening, 03 308 
8853, but I’m often out. 

The latest on Bishop Grimes 

For about two years Jean Clifton has been researching the pre-New 

Zealand history of Bishop Grimes. 

The latest information to come to light concerns his time as president 

of Jefferson College, New Orleans, Louisiana. Since our archives 

day Jean has read the 1880 census for the second ward of St James 

County, Louisiana. John Grimes appears there as president of Jeffer-

son College, aged 38. Living at the same address were nine profes-

sors (three French, one Irish, the remainder American) and 46 stu-

dents aged between 10 and 22, all but one born in Louisiana  At the 

adjacent address were four French priests. Information about the 

Bishop is gradually coming to light, although there are a few tantaliz-

ing holes, especially related to his early education. 

A pastoral scene at St Therese’s 

Church at Mount Somers in 

September this year. 

The church was closed on De-

cember 4. A series of photos 

taken in the weeks leading up to 

the closure and at the closing 

Mass celebrated by Bishop John 

Cunneen, Monsignor James 

Harrington and Father Frank 

Kennedy are among the latest 

acquisitions by the Diocesan 

Archives. 

Feed my lambs, 

Feed my sheep 



As will have been evident from our visit to the 

current archives room in one of the Cathedral tow-

ers, there is much work to be done. 

The amount that can be done at any one time in 

the present room is obviously limited by a lack of 

space and a lack of facilities. The ladies in the 

Thursday team are doing much of their work on 

the photo project in Cathedral House. 

There are, however, a number of projects that 

could be undertaken by people working at home or 

in their own parishes that would have the twin 

purpose of benefiting the archives collection and 

raising awareness that a collection does exist and 

that work is under way to improve it. 

 

One project that could be undertaken any time 

now is the circulation of the copies of the archives 

photo collection around older people who may be 

able to identify people, places and events. 

As you saw during the archives day the copies 

are stored in folders. What is needed is a group of 

people in the parishes who are prepared to take 

charge of one folder at a time and keep it moving 

around likely people. Any volunteers for this 

would be most welcome. 

 

A second project is the photographing of exist-

ing churches. The photo collection is remarkably 

thin on photos of churches past and present—there 

are a number of the Cathedral, a few of Timaru, St 

Mary’s, Greymouth, Hanmer and Hokitika and 

that’s about it. 

If people could take some photos of the churches 

in their own parishes it would be a great start. 

Don’t just take a front-on shot—the interior is im-

portant as is detail, such as the sign board and 

foundation stone. The surrounds can also be inter-

esting — the loose box for the priest’s horse be-

hind St Therese’s at Colgate tells a lot about a by-

gone era. And what about the tiny priest’s cottage 

in the grounds of St Paul’s at Albury? 

 

Many churches have disappeared from the 

scene—possibly more than still exist. While the 

archives hold photos of very few of these, they do 

exist in local collections, often held by local muse-

ums.  

Another project could be to visit local country 

museums and see what Catholic photos they have 

on file—priests, people, events and buildings.  

While it may initially be too expensive to copy 

all but the most significant photos, a list of what is 

held in different places could be a valuable tool 

for researchers. 

 

Finally, it would be great to obtain some oral 

histories from people who remember the church in 

earlier times. It is not an onerous job to sit and 

chat with someone for an hour or two, but it does 

require someone with the time to do it. 

 

Anyone who would like to help out in any of 

these areas is welcome to contact either Father 

Clark at Bryndwr 03 351 9502 or Michael Hanra-

han in the evenings, 03 308 8853, email 

mhhh@xtra.co.nz. 

Some projects to be worked on 

The loose box at Coalgate 

Cottage at St Paul’s, Albury 


