
The book Built in Faith, detailing the story of most 

churches in the diocese up to 2010 has been reprinted 

and is available for sale. 

The book was compiled by Michael Hanrahan and 

brings together information from a number of sources.  
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PROGRESS, BUT IT’S SMALL STEPS 
Work at the Diocesan Archives in the new year is 

back into full swing on the same basis as in the 

past—the volunteer team is working every Thurs-

day afternoon cataloguing the original collection. 

They have just about finished the parish boxes and 

are now moving onto material related to the Bish-

ops of the Diocese. 

As yet we are not in a position to employ a profes-

sional archivist but, hopefully, before too much 

longer. The computer situation has been upgraded. 

Two new computers have been installed which 

means we can now receive emails directed at the 

Archives instead of them having to be redirected 

from the office to private addresses.  

It also means our material is now saved on the  

main server, which is backed up every day—an 

improvement on backing up to a USB stick. 

A considerable amount of work was done late last 

year answering enquiries from a number of people 

on a wide range of subjects. On one occasion we 

were able to put a women in Canada in touch with 

relatives in NZ she didn’t know existed. 

We are now starting to accept material from 

Catholic organisations, parishes and institutions 

within the diocese. Recently the archives of the 

Catholic Women’s League were accepted. It 

would be difficult to handle a large amount of ma-

terial arriving all at once but would appreciate 

hearing from anyone who has appropriate items 

for us to consider. 

Alice Flett has attended a training course in oral 

history recording and we are now looking for 

funding for the recording equipment so this project 

can start. 

Michael Hanrahan 

Many architects have been involved with design 

Timaru Historian Alistair Pike was commissioned 

last year by the Timaru Civic Trust to research 

and write a book about noted Timaru architect, 

Maurice du Harven Duval. 

Duval was the architect for 

a number of churches in 

the Diocese, including the 

first St Mary’s church in 

Manchester Street, St John 

the Evangelist at Leeston, 

the first church of the Im-

maculate Conception at 

Geraldine and St Patrick’s, 

at Fairlie. 

Noted church architect 

subject of new book 

The first St Mary’s 

church, Manchester St. 



Where the names come from 

Throughout the diocese, and even further afield, streets, roads and natural features are  named with a connection 

to the history of the diocese. From time to time we will feature some of these in the newsletter. 

With the 60th anniversary this year of the founding of Scott Base and the ending last year of the Catholic Antarc-

tic Chaplaincy programme, we’ll start this time with two names from the frozen continent. 

Creagh Glacier is a seven kilometre long glacier in Victoria Land, flowing northeast from the Creagh Icefall. In 

1994 the Advisory Committee on Advisory Names  named the features after Christchurch priest Fr Gerry Creagh, 

who had died the same year. 

He had served in the Antarctic as part of the chaplaincy programme and was known unofficially as ‘The Chaplain 

of Antarctica. 

 

In 2000 the NZ Geographic Board named a 1600 metre peak on the northeast slopes of Mt Erebus Coleman Peak 

in honour of Fr John Coleman, another Christchurch priest who had served in the Antarctic with the US Antarctic 

Programme. 

 

Looking back to the mainland, St Brendan’s church at Templeton may have 

fallen victim to the earthquakes, but its name lives on in St Brendan’s 

Lane, a new street developed on the former church property. 

St Brendan’s was one of a number of churches, chapels, schools and con-

vents in the diocese designed by Harry St Aubyn Murray. One of his earlier 

designs, it was opened in 1922. 

 

Looking further back in time, Clifford Avenue in Fendalton was named in 

1936 when the town estate of Sir George Clifford was subdivided follow-

ing his death in 1930. 

Sir George, who owned the Stonyhurst Estate, south of Cheviot, was an 

advisor to Bishop Grimes. It was he the Bishop approached for a loan of 

£10,000 in 1904 when he was unable to pay the bills for building the Ca-

thedral. 

Sir George’s father, Charles Clifford, was a cousin of Frederick Weld who 

had the church, now relocated to Amberley, built at Brackenbridge in 1866. 

They were also contemporaries of Henry Petre, father of Francis Petre, ar-

chitect of the Cathedral of the Blessed Sacrement. 

By Alice Flett 

A previously uncatalogued box of personal correspondence to Bishop John Joseph Grimes yields all 

sorts of information about the bishop, life in Christchurch, and a host of other topics. The letters cover 

the period 1909 to 1914, with the last one from a fellow Marist, written from Rome less than a month 

before the outbreak of WWI, advising (in French) that – finally – “an offering of 500 francs for your al-

tar” has been obtained. This refers to a long period in which a promised donation from the Holy Father 

was still outstanding. The letter provides another little piece of the complex puzzle which is the story of 

the Italian marble high altar by the Florentine sculptor, Giuseppe Cassioli and his workshop, which was 

– finally – installed in the Cathedral in 1916. Although commissioned by Bishop Grimes he did not live 

to see it in place: it was ready for the consecration of his successor. 

 

Many letters date from 1912, the 25th anniversary of the creation of the diocese and Bishop Grimes’ 

own consecration. As you would expect, the letter-writers send their congratulations and good wishes to 

the bishop, as indeed they do each Christmas. He had a wide circle of correspondents from around the 

The Wonders of Box 22 

http://www.google.co.nz/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0ahUKEwjJrZDCsvLRAhWEn5QKHdd4BPEQjRwIBw&url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.thoroughbrednet.co.nz%2Fracinghalloffame%2Finductees02.asp&psig=AFQjCNFtqwP3hOD6kkd2TOKCWcU28tnshg&ust=1486


world and it was striking to see how many of them (mostly female) entrusted to him their very personal 

concerns and worries. They not only asked for his prayers (and assured him of theirs) but asked for as-

sistance in such matters as the need for a reference; assistance in finding a position; stamps which could 

fill in gaps in a husband’s collection (!); the emergency loan of funds; spiritual advice; obtaining a mar-

riage dispensation. 

 

In some cases Box 22 includes multiple letters from a correspondent. There are three from Mrs. Adelard 

Braud, of New Orleans, who knew the bishop well from his years in America at Jefferson College. She 

urges him to return to New Orleans and her letters to the “Dear beloved Bishop” are warmly affectionate 

and full of family news. 

 

Then there is the case of the Woolston postmistress; she outlines her problems at work and asks for his 

help. Her superior is against her and is overbearing. Her husband is ill. The train does not stop near the 

post office and she must collect, and drag through the street, the heavy postal bag. Could he forward  her 

letter to Sir Joseph Ward when he visits Christchurch? But, the next day, apologies for the long letter of 

the previous night: could he just show the letter to Sir Joseph? And almost a week later – he could burn 

it if he likes! He has lent her money in the past and she still owes him £5. It worries her. She has offered 

him £1,000 for his Cathedral – in the event of “our half million” being released from chancery. She 

writes that she has despatched an agent to London about this. 

 

She sends Bishop Grimes her manuscript on spiritualism and clairvoyance and hopes he will not disap-

prove. Asking for his comments she notes that if she left her own church she would join the “Roman 

community”. She “had a personal knowledge of Cardinal Manning, Mons. Capel and later on yourself.” 

She also thanks him for the offer of the loan of a book and later thanks him for it, having read and re-

turned it. 

 

A recently converted young lady who wants to join the Good Shepherd nuns. Her non-Catholic family 

disapproves. She is sent to her brother in New Plymouth, but then leaves for Australia, finally reaching 

the convent at Abbotsford after a long journey, minutely described. Her irate father in Christchurch will 

have an interview with the bishop which she does not wish to imagine! The last of her nine letters writ-

ten over 6 months ends by apologising for its brevity – and it is 7 pages long! 

 

The strongest impressions which emerge from Box 22 are of the bishop as a trusted friend and kind – 

and patient - father. His past kindnesses are so often referred to, and conveyed with real affection, some-

times very formally and sometimes very informally. (The notepaper with a coloured golliwog printed in 

the corner is a particular favourite!) His friends worry about his health, and they worry about him worry-

ing about the Cathedral debt. Many feel a genuine and deep sense of obligation to him. They enjoy his 

company and like to visit him, or remember past visits, even those of years ago. The would-be nun 

misses his “fund of anecdotes” in her Melbourne convent. A Marist sister in Spitalfields in London gives 

him news from the area he knew so well, and refers to him as “one of my most cherished and devoted 

friends”. 

 

They chat to him at length.  One traveller from Ch’Ch to Dunedin tells him she found two parcels on her 

seat. One, labelled “Keepsake”, contained a dog biscuit and a sugar mouse. The former she ”carefully 

wrapped up and left on the seat to take in someone else.” The same correspondent confides that “If I 

hadn’t you I’d have no safety valve as there is no one else in Ch’Ch I could talk to confidentially and 

you understand I would not be disloyal”. 

 

Then there is the convalescent lady who describes in detail her seat in the nursing home bow window, 

her pink dressing gown, and the pink bows the nurses have tied on her long plaits………….. 

 

And now Box 21 has appeared, having been sorted into chronological order by a fellow archives volun-

teer. This also contains personal correspondence to Bishop Grimes, some from earlier years, and some 

overlapping with the period covered in Box 22. Now to integrate the two……. 



Late in February 1867 a small 

item appeared in the Lyttelton 

Times, the only newspaper in 

Christchurch at that time, an-

nouncing the intention to form a 

branch of the Society of St Vin-

cent de Paul in Christchurch. 

Thus, only 34 years after the or-

ganisation was founded in Paris 

in 1833, it arrived in New Zea-

land and has continued to this 

day. 

The notice stated “Mr Weld is to 

be invited to undertake the office 

of patron”.  

Mr Weld was Frederick Weld, 

owner of the Brackenfield Estate 

in North Canterbury. He was re-

sponsible in 1866 for building the 

Church of the Most Holy Passion 

of Our Lord at Brackenbridge, a 

township he intended to establish 

as part of his estate. That church 

was, in 1954, moved to Amberley 

where it is still in use today. 

Weld was first and foremost a 

politician. He was MP for Chev-

iot and served as Premier (Prime 

Minister) in 1864 & 1865. After 

being defeated he retired from 

politics in January 1866 and by 

the time it was proposed that he 

become patron of the new St Vin-

cent de Paul organisation he was 

about to leave the country for 

good, becoming Governor of 

West Australia. He returned 

briefly in 1874 for business rea-

sons. 

Whoever placed the article in the 

newspaper was well versed in the 

way the organisation operated in 

Europe, saying it would not only 

help those in need but would also 

establish schools.. It finished by 

saying that Father Chataigner 

would be happy to accept dona-

tions. 

Within 10 days the organisation 

had been established, the newly 

elected secretary finding it neces-

sary to correct the earlier an-

nouncement. Not only would 

schools not be established, they 

would be unable to supply to any 

great extent the temporal needs of 

those in need. Its initial purpose 

lay in the moral and spiritual im-

provement of its own members, 

still a strong focus of the organi-

sation today. Within a couple of 

months money was starting to 

come in from public lectures (the 

first was on the life and times of 

St Philip Neri) and from regular 

concerts, and help of the needy 

did start.. 

Father Chataigner, whose idea it 

was to establish the organisation 

in New Zealand, was later trans-

ferred to Timaru and the organi-

sation faltered a little. A women’s 

group continued to operate in 

Christchurch and the men’s group 

still visited those in need, but was 

not holding regular meetings. 

When Bishop Grimes arrived in 

1887 he revitalised the organisa-

tion and it continued to grow, 

spreading throughout New Zea-

land. 

To mark the Society of St Vin-

cent de Paul’s 150th anniversary 

the Society’s national annual gen-

eral meeting will this year be held 

in Christchurch from October 13 

to October 15. 

A significant anniversary 

Father John Baptiste Chataigner SM 

was responsible for founding the Soci-

ety of St Vincent de Paul in New Zea-

land 

History booklets wanted for archives 

Over the years many books and booklets have 

been produced containing the histories of parishes, 

schools, church institutions, organisations etc. 

We have established a small reference library at 

the archives an have a number of these publica-

tions but there are many missing and others are 

still being produced. 

If you can help us to obtain more that would be 

appreciated. The only stipulation is that they have 

a connection with the history of the Diocese. 



TO CONTACT THE ARCHIVES 

Email: archives@chch.catholic.org.nz 

Archivist, Fr Kevin Clark, c/o Diocesan Office, P.O. Box 4544, Christchurch:  

Michael Hanrahan mhhh@xtra.co.nz   Merle Conaghan 03 358 8758 

It is hoped to develop an archive of oral history records based on recorded conversations with a range of 

people in the diocese. Their stories and memories add to our knowledge and understanding of our Catho-

lic history, in their own words and their own voice. Our very own archivist, Fr. Kevin Clark, is to be the 

first “subject” and his will be a conversation which will also be filmed. Ken Joblin, editor of Inform and 

presenter/producer of Sounds Catholic, will discuss many aspects of Fr Clark’s life as a priest of the dio-

cese and especially his long association with the Cathedral. 

 

One of the archive volunteers, Alice Flett, has recently completed two days of oral history training pro-

vided by the Alexander Turnbull Library. A very diverse group was trained in the use of the recom-

mended recorder by visiting library expert staff. At the annual oral history conference (NOHANZ) Alice 

was amazed at the range of projects being undertaken around NZ. One of the most surprising concerned 

a short documentary about young children and their experience of the earthquakes in Christchurch. The 

message was loud and clear that oral history records are not confined to the memories of the elderly, 

valuable though these so very obviously are. 

 

The process involves a preliminary very informal get-together in which basic biographical facts etc. are 

established. At a second meeting (whether in the person’s home or perhaps in the diocesan offices) the 

actual the recording is made, using the small recorder and a tiny attached microphone for each person. 

This can take about three hours (with appropriate breaks!) 

 

If you have any suggestions for possible “interviewees” please pass these to Michael Hanrahan, 

mhhh@xtra.co.nz for consideration in this project, which we hope will get underway later this year. It is 

a diocesan project, so names from outside Christchurch would be welcome. 

 

At this stage we still have to find the necessary funds to buy the recorder. 

 

Also, it must be remembered that, while we are seeking names of people to be interviewed, we have 

only one trained person at this time, meaning the project is likely to get off to a slow start. 

Diocesan Oral History Project 

A stray cat has taken up residence 

in the Cathedral. Named Grimes 

by the staff working in the old 

Cathedral House, he has been 

seen sunning himself atop some 

of the containers but has proved 

elusive when it comes to photos/ 

 

Recent research enquiries show 

their diverse nature. Some are 

about Fr Michael Kickham, Bish-

ops’ crests and formal photos, Dr 

George Harrison and Bishop 

Grimes’ library. 

SNIPPETS 

Carole-Lynne Kerrigan from Opus, 

the person in charge of document-

ing the deconstruction of the Cathe-

dral and the storage of items re-

moved,  has deposited with the di-

ocesan archives several hundred 

photos taken in and around the Ca-

thedral between November 2010 & 

April 2015. 

Many show details of the decon-

struction process, others the dam-

age. At right is a photo taken in 

February 2012 showing the broken 

pulpit. 
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