
Upcoming 

Anniversaries 
 Christchurch Marist 

Brothers 200 Jubilee 

Reunion:1 September 

2017 to 3 September @ 

Cathedral College. 

 90th Anniversary, St 

Kevin's College, 

Oamaru, October 20-22, 

2017. 

 150th Anniversary of 

the Society of St Vin-

cent de Paul in New 

Zealand: 13 October 

2017 to 15 October 

2017. 

 Villa Maria College 100 

Years: 16 February 

2018 
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An occasional newsletter for those interested in the history of the Catholic Diocese of Christchurch. 
Preserving the foundations of tomorrow’s Diocese 

MILESTONES 

It is a long time since the day a few old papers 

were first put carefully aside. 

Now, almost 60 years later, this collection has 

grown into our diocesan archive, occupying as it 

now does, a well-equipped home in the Washing-

ton Way premises of Cathedral House. 

 

BUT, NOW ANOTHER MILESTONE 

 

The Diocese has recently employed a profession-

ally trained archivist who will shortly be working 

in our archives. 

We, the Archive Team and everyone who cares 

about our history, warmly welcome Triona Doo-

cey and we look forward to working closely with 

her. 

 

Kevin Clark (Rev) 
— Retiring Archivist 

I am really excited to 

start at the Diocesan Ar-

chives and further the 

endeavours of Fr Kevin 

and his amazing team of 

volunteers, whose work 

has ensured the survival 

of the pastoral and ad-

ministrative history of 

the diocese, through the 

extant archives. 

Over the next few years I 

hope we can maintain an accessible catalogue of 

holdings, and develop a strong online presence to 

promote the Archives as a centre for ecclesiastical 

and historical research, both in house and through 

Outreach services.' 

Triona Doocey 

Our New Archivist 

Triona comes from Ireland. She is 

married to Justin and lives at Roll-

eston. Their children attend Christ 

the King School 

Triona is currently working as Ar-

chives Project Manager at Canter-

bury Museum and will continue part 

time in that position. 

She will begin at the Diocesan Ar-

chives on August 1 and will be there 

9am to 2pm Tuesday to Thursday. 

However those hours are flexible and 

may from time to time alter to suite 

family and the needs of the job, par-

ticularly if it is necessary to visit 

other parts of the diocese. 

There will be a regular opening time 

for the public but the actual details of 

that have yet to be decided. 

Triona holds a BA from the National 

University of Ireland, Maynooth, and 

in Ireland worked as Education Offi-

cer at the Famine Museum at 

Strokestown Park and as a tour guide 

at King House, Boyle. 

In New Zealand she worked for 12 

years in the Christchurch Regional 

Office of Archives New Zealand, fol-

lowed by three years working with 

the archives of ARA Institute of Can-

terbury.  

She returned to Archives New Zea-

land in 2015, working both there and 

at Canterbury Museum. 

Introducing Triona 
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This issue of Archivally Speaking is a little bit 

about looking back, as is appropriate for a newslet-

ter focused on history, and a lot about looking for-

ward, as is appropriate with the appointment of our 

new archivist. 

Father Clark has done a magnificent job over 60 

years, much of it single-handed, getting the ar-

chives to where they are today. He deserves to be 

able to take a step back and relax a little. 

He thinks he’s going to retire. Yeah, right! He’s a 

natural raconteur and we’ve still got to record all 

those anecdotes he keeps trotting out. I want to 

know more about a certain great-uncle of mine 

who was Father Clark’s parish priest when he was 

an altar boy. 

Looking forward, when you read the Diocesan 

newsletter, Inform, you realise just how much is 

going on in the Diocese, and you also realise that 

behind all this activity are a host of organisations, 

many of them creating records that could be useful 

in the future. 

Many, especially schools, are required by the Pub-

lic Records Act to maintain certain classes of re-

cords for certain periods of time. For others there 

is no such requirement and record keeping has 

been somewhat variable. 

It would be great if, as the Diocesan Archives pro-

gress, we could liaise with parishes, schools, insti-

tutions and organisations and offer to take their 

more significant records and perhaps hold a 

scanned copy of their photographs. 

Over the years parishes have split up and merged, 

especially in recent times. Their formal registers 

and other records will have gone with them but 

their more informal records and photo collections 

are also useful and are now likely to be scattered. 

The Diocesan Archives can play a part in preserv-

ing this material, by advising those who hold it on 

how to best preserve it, and possibly even taking it 

into the archives collection. 

THE ARCHIVES GROUP 

Another thing that could be looked at in the future 

is the way our Archives Group is organised and 

what it does. 

At the present time we have a small group of vol-

unteers  who work away every Thursday afternoon 

at various tasks in the archives. 

We also have a much larger group of supporters 

who receive our newsletter. They live mainly in 

the diocese but there are some elsewhere in the 

country and a few overseas. They are interested in 

the history of the diocese but are unable to be 

heavily involved. 

Our newsletter mailing list has grown since the 

advent of emails and now includes names of peo-

ple who have shown an interest in our history. 

This wider group is more of a history group than 

simply being interested in the archives 

It would be great therefore if this wider group of 

people could become a Diocesan history group in 

its own right instead of having a tight focus on ar-

chives.  

They could alert us to happenings in different parts 

of the diocese and assist us with locating material 

in their areas. We could hold occasional meetings 

as we did years ago with a focus on history and 

perhaps even hold trips to places of interest. 

Let’s have your thoughts on these subjects and 

keep in touch about all aspects of the history of our 

Diocese. 
Michael Hanrahan 

Churches book reprinted 

The book Built in Faith, detailing the story of most 

churches in the diocese up to 2010 has been reprinted 

and is available for sale, $60 + P&P. 

The book was compiled by Michael Hanrahan and 

brings together information from a number of sources. 

It is available from the Diocesan Office in Washington 

Way and from the Catholic Shop in Manchester Street, 

or may be ordered from the archives—details below.  

The future of the past 

 



The Christchurch Catholic Diocesan 

Archives collection is an interesting 

assortment of documents going back 

to the foundation of the diocese in 

1887, and in some cases to the arrival 

of Catholicism in Canterbury at 

Akaroa in 1840. 

How we have this collection, and the 

trials and tribulations it has been 

through, is an interesting story. 

In the 1950s Father Kevin Clark was 

appointed to the position of junior cu-

rate at the Cathedral of the Blessed 

Sacrament. 

The Cathedral presbytery was a big, 

rambling house between the Cathedral 

and the gas works and railway. The 

damage the smoke and fumes from 

both gasworks and railway did to the 

Cathedral is well known, but the pres-

bytery was even closer. It created a 

certain ‘odour’ that was permanently 

in the building. 

Father Clark found bundles of papers 

lying everywhere and, most impor-

tantly, in the four-car carport beside 

the presbytery he found a large old 

leather suitcase stacked full of the pa-

pers of Bishop Grimes, the first 

Bishop of the Diocese.  

This was in the time of post-war ex-

pansion and development. It was the 

time of Bishop Joyce who, under-

standably, was less concerned about 

creating an archive than about more 

pressing matters. As junior curate Fa-

ther Clark had to keep below the radar 

to a degree, so he developed a tech-

nique to interest the Bishop and others 

in history. Occasionally at dinner he 

would read out the latest ’shock’ or 

quirky letter he had found in the suit-

case — priests being seen at the races, 

for instance.  

Eventually Cathedral administrator 

Father Gerry Kane told Father Clark 

the Bishop had said to go through all 

the papers, keep what was important 

and get rid of the rest. 

“I kept most of it and stored it in a sort 

of ‘cave’ behind a brick fireplace that 

had been created when the presbytery 

was extended back in the 1800s.” 

 The brick breasting of the fireplace 

had been extended to create a small 

room, almost a safe, fitted with 

shelves.  

Already in the room was a box con-

taining property deeds and, in a waste-

paper basket, a hand-written letter 

from a priest in Rome to Father John 

Grimes, in England, telling him of the 

geographical position of his new dio-

cese of Christchurch, New Zealand.. 

Eventually, when more space was 

needed Father Clark used a room in 

the Cathedral’s south tower which was 

full of ‘junk’. 

“I borrowed a truck and took it all to 

the dump”. 

The room was deep in dust from the 

gasworks and railway so he used a 

hose to wash it out, sending it all 

down the spiral staircase and sand-

bagged out the front doors of the Ca-

thedral.  The room was then furnished 

with whatever shelves and cabinets 

could be found and a group of Xavier 

College boys were recruited to carry 

the collection up those 42 spiral stair-

case steps. 

“I was doing it as a complete amateur 

with an interest in history, but felt it 

was important for the diocese.” 

The collection was sorted into boxes 

based on the original parishes and or-

ganisations. 

The condition of the Cathedral itself 

was causing concern as it had suffered 

from the fumes from the industrial 

area. Work had been talked about but 

nothing had happened. Then Bishop 

Ashby received a letter from the City 

Council saying something had to be 

done. 

Bishop Ashby asked for a meeting one 

evening with Father Clark and Cathe-

dral Administrator Father Cunneen to 

discuss a conservation project.  A case 

was put to the Bishop for repairs and 

at the end of the meeting he agreed, 

saying to Father Clark “It’s got to be 

done sometime. If I start it you’ve got 

to see it through”. 

It was decided to produce a fundrais-

ing booklet and that was where the 

archives became important. Father 

Clark was now stationed in the Chat-

ham Islands Parish and he took with 

him over 1000 pages regarding the 

building of the Cathedral to be studied 

and sorted. After returning from the 

Chathams he was stationed at Ngahere 

but it became necessary for him to be 

nearer Christchurch so he moved to 

Hawarden. 

The Archives began to be seen more 

and more as a source for people work-

ing on parish histories and theses. 

Then, in 2010, the first earthquake 

struck. 

The company Opus arranged for the 

collection to be boxed and moved out 

into the gallery, then to the Cathedral 

House office block, then to the new 

offices in Washington Way. 

By now it was a completely jumbled 

pile of papers two metres long and one 

metre high, stored in a small back 

room. 

Eventually a portion of the leased 

space upstairs was given over to ar-

chives, special shelving and climate 

control installed and “the archives 

were kicked into the 21st Century”, 

Father Clark said. He and a group of 

volunteers have since then been work-

ing steadily at creating a catalogue, 

and now a professional archivist has 

been appointed to carry on the work. 

How the Diocesan Archives came about 

Diocesan Archivist Father Kevin 
Clark in the new archives beside 
an aerial photo of the Barbados 
Street property. 

Archivist Father Kevin Clark in 
the Archives when they were in 
the Cathedral tower. He is study-
ing a book relating to the electric 
lighting system in the Cathedral, 
one of the earliest such systems 
in Christchurch. 



By Alice Flett 

A wide range of people approached Bishop 

Grimes on an equally wide range of matters. 

Some old friends and acquaintances were in regu-

lar contact, and their letters covered many aspects 

of their lives, while others wrote to the bishop for 

a particular reason. 

Requests for assistance were common. Often 

these were from intending or recently arrived im-

migrants seeking help in finding employment.  A 

particularly full and interesting letter from Eng-

land was received in August 1909 from a man in 

Oxford who believed New Zealand offered his 

family, with children from his two marriages, 

more opportunities. He was an expert in the India 

Rubber business, with “excellent testimonials, 

religious and secular.” His son aged 15 ½ was a 

“certificated vulcaniser,” while his teenage 

daughter hoped to become a secondary teacher. 

There were two infants as well and his wife was 

“used to business, a good mother and house-

keeper.” He and his son could serve Mass, while 

he and his daughter could sing in a choir (second 

tenor and soprano). Would Bishop Grimes recom-

mend opening a small business in the India Rub-

ber trade, or perhaps opening a general store up 

country might be a better idea? Could the bishop 

advise of the most economical way to come, the 

best time to arrive, and the best place to go? After 

all this he concludes by adding that he is “very 

good at vegetable gardening.” 

It should be noted that the correspondent opened 

his letter by referring to the bishop’s illustrated 

lecture on New Zealand which he had attended: 

he had also made a contribution to the bishop’s 

Cathedral Building Fund! It was at this lecture 

that Bishop Grimes had apparently offered to pro-

vide information to anyone thinking of coming to 

New Zealand. Given that Bishop Grimes took 

every opportunity when overseas to promote the 

cause of the Cathedral and its Building Fund, 

such an offer on his part, if a regular feature of his 

fund-raising efforts, could in part account for the 

quantity of such letters he subsequently received. 

Many of the letters received are written in French. 

Some are by his fellow Marists, writing from 

France and elsewhere, with news of their activi-

ties. Others ask for alms: e.g. a Poor Clare Ab-

bess, writing from Belgium, asks for a donation 

for “some poor exiles” – Poor Clares from 

France, whose work is insufficient to pay their 

rent.” These would have been exiled from France 

after the expulsion of religious orders in that 

country some years earlier.  A  female correspon-

dent who has known Bishop Grimes for many 

years, and who is now learning French, asks is he 

could write her a letter in that language: her sub-

sequent letters are all in French, so presumably be 

obliged. 

Bishop Grimes continues to emerge through the 

letters as a respected leader and a loved friend. 

His thoughtfulness is often noted: he sends rosary 

beads, books, pictures, and writes personal notes 

at times of family joy and sorrow etc. They worry 

about his health, the debt on the Cathedral, and 

the unceasing workload he shoulders. The context 

of each letter also emerges to a greater or lesser 

degree: appreciation of life in Christchurch in 

1909, the European political situation, travel con-

ditions in New Zealand and abroad, common reli-

gious devotions, requested dispensations to 

marry, etc. We do not have Bishop Grimes’ re-

plies to these letters, unfortunately, and in some 

informal letters from old friends the name of the 

sender is a mere squiggle, no doubt familiar to the 

bishop but indecipherable, alas, to the keen 

comber of the archives. 

Box 21: Uncatalogued, personal letters to Bishop Grimes in 1909 



Spotted by Fr. Clark in a tiny brown envelope 

marked “Receipt Cough Mixture” between the 

pages of Bishop Grimes’ 1911 diary, a handwrit-

ten note as follows: 

 

“From Fr. Gallerne. S.M. 

Squeeze the juice of 2 lemons over 2 or 3 per-

fectly fresh eggs (unbroken). Let it stand for 24 

hours; beat it well, then drain & add ½ pint of 

best Jamaica Rhum [sic] & 2 ounces of sugar 

candy. About a small wine glassful should be 

taken each morning before breakfast.” 

Bishop Grimes’ cough remedy  

The Statue that turned 

— or did it? 
By Michael Hanrahan 

It is great to see strengthening devotion to Mary, espe-

cially as exhibited at Maryfest at Sockburn as reported 

in the winter edition of Inform. 

To some extent this strengthening of devotion in 

Christchurch has centred around the statue of Mary 

that was rescued from the bellringers’ room in the 

north tower of the Cathedral of the Blessed Sacrament. 

This statue was reputed to have turned 180 degrees 

following the 2012 earthquake and was found looking 

out over the city. 

But, did it turn? 

From late 2002 until mid 2004 I was researching in the 

Diocesan Archives in preparation for writing the book 

that was produced for the centennial of the Cathedral 

in 2004.  

I was there most Saturdays and as the archives were 

situated in a tiny room 42 steps up a spiral staircase, 

behind a locked gate and a locked door, I always made 

a point of checking in with the verger, Betty Barry and 

her husband Pat. I didn’t want to be locked in for the 

night or to set any alarms off. 

I quickly discovered that if I had any questions about 

the Cathedral Pat was the go-to person. He was in-

volved with the bell ringing and his secret domain was 

the bellringers’ room, in the north tower, one level 

higher than the archives were in the south tower. 

There were all sorts of things squirreled away there, 

such as older vestments and the sanctuary gates that 

had been rescued at the time of the 1970s ‘re-ordering’ 

of the cathedral. 

On my first visit to the room the first thing I saw was a 

statue of Mary sitting on the high windowsill with her 

back turned to the bellringers. 

I said to Pat “you’ve put your statue back to front”. 

“No”, said Pat. “We put her that way so she could 

look out over the city and protect it.”  

That was 2003, nine years before the earthquake that 

is supposed to have turned the statue. 

What’s happening at the Methodist Church of 

NZ Archives national repository in Christ-

church 

Almost six years after being forced from Latimer 

Square by the February 2011 earthquakes, the 

new Methodist Connexional Office called Weteri-

ana House, opened in December 2016 at 50 Lang-

dons Road, Papanui.  

Now the Archivist and small volunteer team work 

from the Connexional Office, while the Archives 

Collection continues to be stored in our storage 

warehouse until the new Archives repository 

building is built alongside. 

While we don’t yet have an opening date for the 

new repository building, we have been told that it 

should be completed early in 2018.  The new 

building will have more storage that we used to 

have in Latimer Square and include a reading 

room for researchers. 

At the moment, researchers wanting to access re-

cords from the Methodist Archives Collection are 

asked to check our inventories on the Methodist 

Church website first and order documents, photo-

graphs or plans from these inventories. 

The Archivist then transports these records from 

the storage warehouse to Weteriana House where 

they can be consulted. http://www.methodist.org.nz/

archives 

In the intervening 6 years, to improve access to 

Methodist resources, we have digitised Methodist 

newspapers from 1870-1948.  These can be 

viewed on the site hosted by the John Kinder 

Theological Library, along with other Anglican 

publications: http://kinderlibrary.recollect.co.nz/ 

We have also put together a new fact sheet on 

internet sources for researching NZ Methodist 

history called Archives internet sites: http://

www.methodist.org.nz/archives/fact_sheets-2 

I can be contacted for more information using the 

contact details below. 

Jo Smith, Archivist, Methodist Church of New 

Zealand, 50 Langdons Road, Christchurch 8053 

PO Box 931, Christchurch 8140, Phone 03 366 

6049 ext 831. Email: archives@methodist.org.nz 

Several other denominations have regional or na-

tional archives based in Christchurch. 

It makes good sense for these various institutions 

to work together, and that is the intention of our 

new archivist, Triona.  

In this issue we have asked Jo Smith from Meth-

odist Archives to tell us where things are at for 

her, post-earthquake. 

Methodist  Archives rebuilding 
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History books and photos wanted 

Over the years many books and booklets have 

been produced containing the histories of parishes, 

schools, church institutions, organisations etc. 

We have established a small reference library at 

the archives and have a number of these publica-

tions but there are many missing and others are 

still being produced. 

If you can help us to obtain more that would be 

appreciated. The only stipulation is that they have 

a connection with the history of the Diocese. 

Photos are another thing we would like to increase 

our holding of—photos of people, buildings an 

events. 

In particular we would like to obtain a photo of as 

many priests as possible. We have a reasonable 

collection from the past but there are many gaps. 

Sometimes photos are in family albums or parish 

collections. We can scan them and return the 

original to you. 

Another way people can help us is by keeping us 

in touch with anything of a historical nature that is 

happening in their area. 

Where the names  

come from 

Throughout the diocese, and even further afield, streets, 

roads and natural features are  named with a connection 

to the history of the diocese. From time to time we will 

feature some of these in the newsletter. 

Cottesmore Close, Burnside, named after Cottes-

more College, a Catholic secondary school for girls 

which opened on a 5 acre site there in 1963. It was 

named after the birthplace in Rutlandshire of Mother 

Janet Erskine Stuart (1857-1914), a former Mother 

General of the Society of the Sacred Heart to which 

order the school belonged. The school was closed in 

1976.  

Fatima Place, Redwood, named at the Ryan family’s 

request after Fatima, in Portugal. The street was 

formed on land formerly owned by Frank Ryan (1886

-1944). His wife Katie and daughter Hannah were 

devout Catholics and both had a liking for Fatima 

which is a place where children saw an apparition of 

the Virgin Mary early in the 20th century. Katie Ryan 

had the shops on the corner of Daniels Road and 

Main North Road built. The Ryans also ran a mini-

supermarket in the area in the early 1960s.  

Nazareth Avenue, Middleton, named because the 

street was developed on the site of the St Joseph's 

Boys' Home, an orphanage and a brother home to 

Nazareth House. 

Providence Place, Redwood, Formed on a residential 

subdivision of some of the vacant land owned by the 

St Bede’s College Trust Board. Named  in 2003. 

Name chosen because providence is defined as the 

kindly care of God for nature. 

  

LONG LOST  FAMILY 
The Diocesan Archives receive a lot of enquiries 

from many places about aspects of Diocesan his-

tory. 

Usually we can help in some way and sometimes 

the research turns up some surprising things. 

One very satisfying enquiry came last year when 

a lady from Vancouver Island, British Columbia, 

Canada, wrote enquiring about a certain priest 

whose name she had found. She felt he might 

possibly be related. 

Her story was that her parents had visited Christ-

church from Canada shortly after World War 

Two and had stayed with relatives, a couple and 

their young son. Because of the family’s surname 

she thought the priest whose name she had found 

may have been the son.  

It didn’t take a lot of research to find out she was 

wrong. There were two priests with the surname. 

Both were Marists and had served a relatively 

short time in the Diocese. The last of them had 

died in 1931 and, more to the point, the name had 

a significant spelling difference. 

However, a little more research using newspa-

pers, electoral rolls and directories uncovered the 

fact the son was still alive and still living in 

Christchurch. We made contact with him on our 

enquirer’s behalf and they started to email each 

other. 

Recently we heard the Canadian family intend to 

visit Christchurch later this year and meet their 

New Zealand cousins. 

A very satisfying outcome to what started out as a 

simple enquiry. 

TO CONTACT THE DIOCESAN ARCHIVES 

Email: archives@chch.catholic.org.nz 

Diocesan Archivist c/o Diocesan Office, P.O. Box 4544, Christchurch 8140 

mailto:archives@chch.catholic.org.nz

