
papers and objects in our 

collection, in addition to items  

historical interest to the Diocese. 

This online exhibition space will  

allow us to engage with 

researchers and users from 

outside the Christchurch area. 

In addition to the website we 

have also launched a Facebook 

page and an Instagram account 

to raise the profile of our 

holdings. Recent posts have 

included images from Bishop 

Grimes’ Lantern Slide collection, 

and his collection of postcards.  

Find us on Instagram and 

Facebook using the following  

@christchurchdiocesanarchives 

 

 

 

 

Album of postcards from Bishop Grimes’ 

Collection  

 

 

 

Church of the Blessed Sacrament, 

Barbadoes Street 

 

 

The Catholic Diocese of 

Christchurch Archives 

presents the new online home 

of Archives for the Diocese. 

Over the last year the main 

Diocesan website has  been 

redesigned and  during that time 

the Archives page was removed.  

The Diocesan Archives are pleased 

to announce our website is now 

launched - 

https://archives.chchcatholic.nz 

From the main page you can find 

out about our holdings, how to 

conduct research,  and abridged 

histories of the diocese, bishops, 

and parishes. All of our 

newsletters are available from the 

first edition in 2005 through to 

our current edition. We have a 

dedicated section of Educational 

Resources suitable for primary, 

secondary, tertiary and adult 

education.   

And finally we have an online 

exhibition space to highlight 

Launch of Website 
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Two unsent Christmas cards 

from Bishop Grimes   

[Archives Reference +Grimes 

Collection] 

https://archives.chchcatholic.nz


P a g e  2  

 

Priests’ Graves 

A r c h i v a l l y  S p e a k i n g   

Open Day  

Over the years the Diocesan Archives has held open days to give visitors a behind the 

scenes tour of the Archives storage and research area.  The last open day was held in 

August 2010. A lot has changed since then, so we welcome you to come to our Open Day 

on Saturday 3 March 2018.   

There will be 3 sessions held at 11am; 12pm and 1pm. Book  your preferred time by 

emailing archives@chch.catholic.org.nz. Please note that due to the size of the Archives 

area, there will be a limit on the number of bookings per hour we can take. 

We will have a selection of records on show and each session will begin with a history of 

the Archives, the breadth of its holdings and future developments. We look forward to 

seeing some of you there! 

Grave of Fr Seamus 
Clenaghan (formerly 
Christchurch, NZ) 
buried at Our Lady 
Star of the Sea, 
Portstewart, Co 
Derry, Ireland  

At the top of Ireland, where Fionn 

MacCumhaill is said to have laid the 

Giants Causeway, lies the scenic town of 

Portstewart. And there, at Our Lady 

Star of the Sea, rests Fr Seamus 

Clenaghan. 

Fr Clenaghan was born in Lisburn, 

Northern Ireland, studied at St 

Malachy’s College in Belfast before 

training for the priesthood at All 

Hallows in Dublin. Ordained in 1948, 

he arrived in Christchurch the following 

year. He was a chaplain to 

Christchurch Hospital for 

many years. He helped form 

parishes in St Albans and 

Mairehau before establishing 

Christ the King in Burnside in 

1956. There he built a school, 

presbytery and church. Christ 

the King School named one of 

the house teams after him, 

keeping his memory relevant 

for all students there. 

Fr Clenaghan went on 

to serve in Rangiora, 

Lyttelton, Fairlie, 

Temuka and Tinwald 

before retiring to 

Ireland. 

If you are aware of 

any Christchurch Diocese priests’ graves 

overseas and are able to get a 

photograph of their grave, we will gladly 

add it to our archived priests files. 

 
OPEN DAY  

 
SATURDAY  

3 MARCH 2018 
 

Reserve your place at 
11am;  12pm or  1pm 

sessions 
 

BOOKINGS 
ESSENTIAL 

             
EMAIL:  

archives@chch.catholic.org.nz 
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Some of our treasures... 
While an Archive is usually associated 

with written paper and manuscripts, 

we are incredibly fortunate to care for 

objects of historical importance to the 

Diocese. Here is a small selection of 

some of the more unique objects 

which make up our collection. 

During the consecration of a Bishop two 

ornamental loaves of bread and two small 

ornamental barrels of wine are used, decorated 

two with silver and two with gold, bearing the 

escutcheons of the Consecrator and of the 

Bishop-elect. The above gold set was used in the 

consecration of Bishop 

Ashby 1964. 

 

 

 

 

This  reliquary from our collection of religious 

objects. Reliquaries 

contained holy relics - 

Bishop Grimes was a 

prolific collector of 

relics. 

 

 

 

 

Here is Corpus Juris 

Canonici [Body of 

Canon Law] which 

was printed in 1661 

and remained part of 

the Bishop’s Library 

until it was 

transferred to the Archives for safe keeping. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
This is a Ceremonial 
Trowel – these were 
presented to the 
Bishop in 
commemoration of 
the building of the 
church. It was usually 
accompanied by a 
ceremonial key. Many have been lost over the 
years, and the tradition is no longer continued.  
This one reads: 
“Presented to the Rt Revd M J Brodie DD 
Bishop of Christchurch on the occasion of 
Blessing the foundation stone of St Joseph’s 
Church  
Darfield 10.10.36”  

 

Bishop Grimes held a 

wonderfully diverse 

collection of Lantern 

Slides, which he often used while travelling 

giving talks .  

 

Here is a small sample of slides Bishop Grimes 

collected: 

 

  

Eiffel Tower, Paris 

 

 

 

St Peter Chanel 

 

 

 

National Library, Dublin, 

Ireland—south front 

 

 

 

Brodie Street in Ilam was named in 1933 after Bishop 

Matthew Brodie. It was formerly named  

Wakefield Street after pioneer colonist Edward 

Jerningham Wakefield but its name was changed when  

the Waimari County Council became concerned about a 

duplication of street names. Bishop Brodie  

became bishop of the Christchurch Diocese in 1916 and 

remained in that position until his death in  

1943. 

Joyce Crescent also in Ilam  w as nam ed in  the early 

1950s after Bishop Edward Michael Joyce by developer 

William Cosgriff. 

Holy Family Court in Addington w as one of five 

access ways within the Nazareth House complex, the 

others being Larmenier Court, St Basil's Court, St Joseph's 

Court and St Mary's Court.  All have a connection with the 

former Nazareth House that was on this site pre-

earthquake.  The Sisters of Nazareth were founded in 1857 

in the London district of Hammersmith by Mother St Basil 

(Victoire Larmenier). Two wings of the former home were 

St Joseph's and St Mary's and the chapel for the two 

previous Nazareth Houses was the Holy Family chapel. St 

Joseph's also commemorates St Joseph's Boys Home, an 

orphanage at Middleton run by the Sisters of Nazareth. 

If you have any information on street names in towns outside of Christchurch, with a Catholic connection, please do get 

in touch so that we can share.  



backbone of making the large Diocesan collection 

accessible to researchers and staff. To date our team have 

catalogued over 5,000 photographs, 400 books and over 

30 linear metres of records.   

The end of this year has been busy. We have a new 

Archives website which, although a work in progress, will 

hopefully engage with the wider community about our 

holdings and work.  As always, we welcome feedback from 

you. The Diocesan Archives is also now on social media 

with regular posts showcasing our amazing collections. 

To support the special character of our primary and 

secondary schools, the Archives is producing some 

resources for Social Studies and Religious Studies 

students, the first of which—a factsheet on sources—is 

available on our website under Educational Resources. 

We are continuing to receive older Sacramental Registers 

from parishes, having recently transferred registers from 

Rangiora parish. 

We are also holding an Open Day at the Diocesan Archives 

on Saturday 3 March 2018.  I look forward to seeing some 

of you here for a behind the scenes tour and a look at some 

of our holdings. 

The Archives Office will be closed throughout the month of 

January, due to school holiday commitments. However I 

will be checking emails intermittently, so all enquiries will 

be replied to. 

Until then I wish you all a happy, healthy and blessed 

Christmas and New Year.  Take care,  Tríona  

I love Christmas—it is a time to look back at the year 

and give thanks for all that has happened, while 

looking forward to a new year full of possibilities.  

The news of the appointment of Bishop-Elect Paul 

Martin SM, heralds a new era for the Christchurch 

Diocese and everyone is looking forward to his 

ordination early next year.  Fr Rick has been a keen 

advocate of the Diocesan Archives, so we are thankful 

to him for his work as Diocesan Administrator over 

the past 2 years.  

We held our Archives Christmas Luncheon on 

Thursday 7th December and were delighted to have an 

opportunity to welcome Bishop-Elect Paul (pictured 

below with the Archives Volunteers) 

 

I  am most grateful to all our  volunteers who are 

committed in their efforts to list the records in our 

archives and photographic collections. They are the 

Unit 2/9 Washington 
Way 
P O BOX 4544 
CHRISTCHURCH 

Phone: 03 353 0752 
Fax: 03 366 9451 
Email: archives@chch.catholic.org.nz  

The Archives of the Catholic Diocese of 

Christchurch is the official repository for 

the documents and materials of any form, 

made or received by the Diocese of 

Christchurch.   

The Diocesan Archives collection 

includes, but is not limited to, non-

current records of archival value, 

photographs, objects and published 

material. 

Records can be consulted by appointment 

with the Archivist, Tuesday—Friday 

9.30am—1.30pm 

The Catholic Diocese of Christchurch Archives 

From the Archivist 
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