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On 3 March 2018 the Diocese celebrated as Bishop Paul Martin SM was ordained to the 

Christchurch episcopy as the Tenth Bishop of Christchurch.  His installation Mass was celebrated at 

St Mary’s Pro-Cathedral the next day. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

As the Diocese looks forward to Bishop Paul’s tenure, the Archives hosted an exhibition 

looking back at the ordinations of his predecessors through the extant archives. To follow is a 

small taster of the exhibition which can be viewed in full here: https://archives.chchcatholic.nz/

exhibitions/current-exhibition/ 

Very little has survived among the Bishop John Joseph Grimes 

papers about his ordination.  However, here is his diary entry 

from May 1887 referring to the announcement of his 

appointment to the Christchurch diocese   [7 May 1887 Tablet 

announces my nomination by the Holy See to the new  diocese of 

Christchurch, N Zealand] and  a visit to his friend Bishop Vaughan [17 

May Called to Bishop Vaughan … said if he were the Pope he would 

make me accept but as Bishop of Plymouth, would like to keep me 

here ].     

 

[Archives Reference: CDCA 2017.17.3]  

 On 6 December 1915 Bishop Matthew Joseph Brodie was  

appointed Bishop of the Christchurch Diocese following the  

death of Bishop Grimes on 11 March earlier that year.   

Bishop Brodie was the first New Zealander to be appointed to a New Zealand episcopy.  

A telegram, among his uncatalogued papers, announces the appointment.                            Continued p2 

https://archives.chchcatholic.nz/exhibitions/current-exhibition/
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The pastoral care of a 

diocese is entrusted to a 

Diocesan Bishop, with the 

cooperation of the priests 

of the diocese.  

Collection Management Software 

Ordination exhibition continued 
The consecration of Bishop Brodie, by His Excellency the Apostolic Delegate, the Most 
Reverend Archbishop Ceretti, took place on 27 February 
1916 at the Cathedral of the Blessed Sacrament. 

Here is the invitation to Bishop Brodie’s ordination. 

Following the death of Bishop Brodie on 11 October 1943, 
Bishop Patrick Lyons was appointed by Pope Pius XII the 
third Bishop of Christchurch, on 16 March 1944.  

 

This telegram to Monsignor Kennedy 
confirms +Lyons ordination was to take place 
in Melbourne. [Archives Reference: CDCA 
Uncatalogued Bishop Lyons Papers]. 

Check out our website for the remainder 
of the exhibition.   https://
archives.chchcatholic.nz/exhibitions/
current-exhibition/   

Thanks to a generous 
donation from RICOH, 
the Archives have 
been able to purchase 
Collection 
Management 

Software, called PastPerfect.  As the 
official repository for the documents and 
materials, made or received by the 
Diocese of Christchurch, the Archives has 
a responsibility to maintain physical and 
intellectual control over the holdings. 

Physically we are fortunate to have a 
storage area that complies with best 
practice standards for archival storage.  
Intellectually, however, we have less 
control over our holdings. Roughly 20% of 
our current archival holdings are listed, 
and formal archival accessioning has 
recently begun.  An accession record 
gives details of the scope and content of 
the records, its provenance, any 
restrictions on access, and details of the 

context around the records. A Collection 
Management System is critical to ensure 
all archives, objects, photographs, media 
and oral history recordings are 
accessioned, linked, arranged and 
described and ultimately accessible to the 
public. 

Past Perfect is a simple software 
package which is used by many small 
museums and institutions across New 
Zealand to manage collections which 
encompass archives, photographs, 
books, and objects. A range of media 
files can be attached to catalogue 
entries such as Word files, pdfs, audio 
files, and images.    

We are very excited 
to begin formal 
cataloguing work on 
our holdings. And we 
are incredibly grateful 
to RICOH for their 
support. 

Check out our Facebook 

and Instagram Social 

Media pages: 

@christchurchdiocesan

archives 
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James K Baxter Place, Addington  

Part of Strickland Street in Addington this street is 

named in 1973 after James Keir Baxter, poet, postman, 

teacher, writer, dramatist and social critic. 

McClintock Lane , Sockburn 

Named after Brother James Ignatius McClintock of the 

Christian Brothers who staffed St Thomas of Canterbury 

College. Brother McClintock was the first principal of 

the college from 1961 to 1966. The street was formed in 

2003 on land purchased from the school.  

Santa Maria Avenue, Mt Pleasant 

The land where this street was formed was originally 

planned to be the site of the Redemptorist Monastery 

which was later built at New Brighton. Named in 1971 by 

the developers, Bernie and Jack Ryan of Ryan Brothers 

Ltd, at the suggestion of their mother, Mary Catherine 

Ryan (1892-1978). 

Selleck Street, Mt Pleasant 

Named in 1971 after Father Selleck, the prior of the 

Redemptorist Monastery. 

Altar Stones 
An altar stone is a piece of natural stone containing 

relics in a cavity and intended to serve as the essential 

part of an altar for the celebration of Mass. 

In Rome, during the persecutions, Mass was 

celebrated on the tombs of martyrs in the catacombs 

beneath the city, where the Christians escaped for 

safety. This is the foundation of the tradition of having 

Mass said over relics of saints. 

With churches being demolished or undergoing 

repairs it is useful for each parish to ensure the 

location of their altar stones are known and its 

provenance and relics documented.  

The Diocesan Archives would like to maintain a 

Register, recording parochial Altar Stones, and 

maintain an ongoing record of these Altar Stones. This 

way any movement or change of location of Altar 

Stones within parishes will be documented for the 

future.   If a parish is unable to care for any Altar 

Stones, not being used, the Diocesan Archives can 

provide a safe environment for their storage. 

We currently are holding an Altar Stone for St 

Joseph's Parish, while their parochial archives are 

being sorted. Another Stone has had the relic 

removed.  

 

  An Altar Stone from St Joseph’s Parish, Papanui 

A former Altar Stone from St Joseph’s Parish, Papanui—the 

relic has been removed 



We had a successful Open Day at the Archives on Saturday 

10 March. Over 20 people attended one hour tours of the 

Archives Offices where we talked about the background to 

the Diocesan collection and our plans for the future. A small 

selection of items were on display and it was interesting to 

hear the research areas of those who came along. Thank 

you to all those who visited, and if you missed the day we 

hope to hold another early next year. 

On Thursday night, 8 March , I spoke to the Canterbury 

Branch of the NZSG [New Zealand Society of Genealogists]. 

This was a fantastic opportunity to share with the group the 

type of records we hold and help identify where other useful 

Catholic resources are held.  I appreciated the chance not 

only to speak, but also have a look around the Branch’s 

research library.  Further information on the NZSG branch 

can be found here https://www.genealogy.org.nz/

Canterbury_170.aspx 

Our volunteer teams are working on a number of areas—

Bishops’ correspondence to and from parishes in the 

Diocese; correspondence to and from various religious 

orders; and the Sermons of Bishop Grimes.  This will all feed 

through to our new catalogue once set up. 

Until next time, take care,    Tríona  

The ordination of Bishop Paul was a wonderful 

celebration for the Diocese. The opportunity to host a 

small exhibition about the ordinations and installations of 

his predecessors highlighted the support from the 

Diocese the preceding Bishops have had, and it also 

served as a reminder to me that we are part of a 

continuum of those from the Diocese who have gone 

before.  Our Diocesan Archives are not just boxes of old 

documents on shelves, but instead are the stories of the 

Bishops, of the clergy and of the people of our Diocese.  

Stories which the Diocesan Archives will continue to tell 

through online exhibitions, talks, social media posts and 

education resources. 

Unit 2/9 Washington Way 
P O BOX 4544 
CHRISTCHURCH 

Phone: 03 353 0752 
Fax: 03 366 9451 
Email: archives@chch.catholic.org.nz  

The Archives of the Catholic Diocese 

of Christchurch is the official 

repository for the documents and 

materials of any form, made or 

received by the Diocese of 

Christchurch.   

The Diocesan Archives collection 

includes, but is not limited to, non-

current records of archival value, 

photographs, objects and published 

material. 

Records can be consulted by 

appointment with the Archivist, 

Tuesday—Friday 9.30am—1.30pm 

 

Archives of the Catholic 
Diocese of Christchurch  

From the Archivist 
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