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We hold an interesting treasure trove of 

items belonging to Bishop Grimes  some of 

which were part of his official episcopal 

regalia. Bishops wear certain regalia which 

are distinctive of the Order of the Bishop, 

the pectoral cross, ring, mitre, crozier 

(staff) .  

A Pectoral Cross is a small ornamental cross 

attached to a chain which the Bishop wears 

about his neck, hanging down over his 

breast.  Although Bishop Grimes had other 

pectoral crosses, this particular cross was 

given to the Bishop by members of his 

congregation on his arrival in 1888. This rose 

gold cross was fully adorned with yellow 

gold filigree depicting shamrocks  and lilies 

entwining  a bishops 

mitre. 

Unfortunately not 

all of the decoration 

has survived.  The 

centre of the cross 

originally bore 

Bishop Grimes’ Coat 

of Arms. 

Bishop Grimes’ 

Pectoral Cross 

[Archives reference 

2018.12] 

  

A Morse is an ornamental clasp used to 

fasten the cope across the chest . This Morse 

belonged to Bishop Grimes and you can see 

it here in its 

original 

monogrammed 

box.  

Bishop Grimes’ 

Morse  [Archives 

reference 2018.12] 

Initially used to 

mark documents, ecclesiastical heraldry 

evolved as a system for identifying people 

and  dioceses. Now, most bishops have a 

personal coat of arms.  Because seals were 

symbols of power and were used to 

authenticate a person’s wishes, they were 

typically destroyed after the owner died to 

prevent posthumous forgeries. Luckily, 

Bishop Grimes’ original handheld seal  has 

survived.  

 Bishop Grimes’ handheld 

seal,  and what the seal 

looks like applied to wax. 

[Archives reference 

2018.12] 

Check out our 

Facebook and 

Instagram Social 

Media pages: 

@christchurch 

diocesanarchives 
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Where the Names come from... 

The Cathedral of the Blessed Sacrament Choir 

Birmingham Drive, Middleton: While the name Birmingham is not actually related to the land’s earlier 

history in church ownership, this street is in the Marylands Industrial Estate of 21.33 hectares.  The 

estate was developed in the 1970s by the Waimairi County Council and the Nazareth House Trust Board. 

The council bought land from the Brothers of St. John of God in the mid-1960s, zoned it industrial and 

began developing it along with the nuns’ portion in the mid-1970s.  (The subdivision had no association 

with the Marylands Special School in Halswell). 

 

Magdala Place, Middleton: Formerly Magdala Road, this street was named because it was developed 

on the former site of the Mount Magdala Convent.  This was also the site of St Joseph's Boys' Home, an 

orphanage conducted by the Sisters of Nazareth and a brother home to Nazareth House. Magdala Road 

first appears in street directories in 1964. The name was changed to Magdala Place in 1992. 

A free hour-long concert will 

be given in St Mary’s Pro-

Cathedral at 3 pm on Sunday, 

24 June, to mark the 

Christchurch Diocesan Feast 

of St John the Baptist.  

Following the concert, those 

interested will be welcome 

to attend a social time in the 

adjacent CBS Music Centre, 

which will conclude at 5 pm 

with an hour-long  

presentation on DVD of 

highlights of past CBS Music 

tours, from 1990 to 2015, 

showing some highlights of 

their performances in a 

number of great world 

cathedrals. 

The Choir of the Cathedral of 

the Blessed Sacrament held 

a comprehensive collection 

of programmes from their 

events over the years.  

These were lost due to 

exposure to the elements 

following the February 2011 

earthquakes.  

If anyone in the diocese has 

programmes from the CBS 

Choir events and would be 

interested in donating to the 

Diocesan Archives, or 

providing a copy, please 

contact 

archives@chch.catholic.org.

nz as the Diocesan Archives 

is eager to increase our 

Music Archive. 



Moving a convent 
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One of the earlier moves of a large building in 
Ashburton was the Convent of the Sisters of Our Lady 
of the Mission, from Wakanui Road to Sealy Street. 

When the Catholic parish of the Holy Name was 
established in 1881 the first parish priest, Father 
Edmund Patrick Coffey,  found only one building, a 
tiny wooden church in Burnett Street.  In the space of 
a little over three years he had the church re-sited to 
Havelock Street, where it became the first parish 
school, he built a new stone church, also on Burnett 
Street, he built a small wooden house for himself in 
Burnett Street and he arranged for the sisters to 
come to Ashburton to found a second school.  

In 1882 he purchased a large two storey house and 
two acres of land on the south side of Wakanui Road, 
on the Cambridge Street corner, between Cambridge 
and Oxford Streets. When the sisters arrived in 1884 
this building became their convent, and with some 
additions the four large ground floor rooms became 
their school. The school, called “The Sacred Heart 
Select School” meaning fee paying, opened on May 
12, 1884 with 17 girls as the first students. 

 At the same time a further two acres of land were 
added and a 2 storey addition was made. The school 
and convent remained on that site for a number of 
years, but the distance to the church in Burnett Street 
was a problem for both sisters and students.  So it 
was left to Father James O’Donnell to rectify the 
situation.  

Within two weeks of his arrival in November 1892 he 
had purchased land at the corner of Park and Sealy 
streets and began to make arrangements to move the 
huge building. The shift took place between June 4 
and 19, 1894, after permission was obtained from the 
Hampstead Town Board and the Ashburton Borough 
Council. 

It was the largest building in the town at the time, 
measuring 80 feet by 36 feet and 48 feet high. It was 
estimated to weigh 100 tons and was moved by two 
traction engines winching it on 6 inch diameter rollers 
running on planks laid on the road. As each roller 
emerged from the back it was carried to the front and 
put in place again. Supervising the work was a Mr 
Stewart from Nelson, with the actual hauling being 
carried out by Phil Norman and William Sutherland.  

The actual shifting time was 40 hours, but a lot of 
additional time was taken up turning corners, waiting 

for the ground to dry after wet weather and waiting 
for the right time to cross the railway.  This was the 
one place where overhead wires were encountered 
as the telegraph lines ram along the rail reserve. By 
crossing in the middle of the night, they were able to 
be cut. Only one window was broken in the shift. 

The various other buildings from the Wakanui Road 
site were also moved, but by trailer rather than on 
rollers. After the main building arrived on its new site 
it was considerably added to, and opened on 
November 25, 1894.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
The convent being moved through the intersection of Cass and Havelock 
streets. The building in the background is Butlers Hotel, later Devanes, on 
the Cass Street frontage of today’s police station property. Photograph from 

the Ashburton Museum  Collection. 
 
 
 
 

This is part of one of the  rollers, which probably 

broke  and therefore  of no use.  This was given 

to the Diocesan Archives as an object of 

historical significance. 

Below a map tracking the route of the  convent 

being moved. 



The Diocesan Archives recently received a 

donation of a brand new Zoom H5 recorder which 

enables us to begin our Oral History programme. 

Oral histories are one tool the Archives can use to 

capture and preserve information, gain first-hand 

insight into historical events, and record the 

experiences and testimonies of members of the 

Diocese that would otherwise be lost.  We are 

excited to begin our programme and look forward 

to sharing the fruits of the collection. If you have 

any suggestions for potential interviewees please 

let me know.  

Our  volunteers continue to list the 

correspondence from Parishes to the Bishop’s 

Office; the sermons of Bishop Grimes  and 

correspondence with various religious orders in 

the Diocese.  This work is invaluable for making our 

collection accessible for research and outreach. 

Thank you to Michael Hanrahan for providing the 

wonderful story about the relocation of the 

Convent of the Sisters of Our Lady of the Mission, 

from Wakanui Road to Sealy Street  in Ashburton. 

We are incredibly fortunate to have received a 

grant from Te Papa National Services Te Paerangi. 

This Helping Hands Grant enable us to purchase 

archival quality boxes and enclosures for our 

objects, photographs and records.  This year’s 

grant will go towards purchasing photographic 

enclosures and boxes,  in addition to acid free 

folders and envelopes. Next on our hit list is 

obtaining funding to purchase rolls of Tyvek, 

suitable for creating garment bags to house our 

collection of vestments. 

Be sure to check out our Facebook and Instagram 

accounts—search for @christchurch 

Diocesanarchives  — where  we regularly 

showcase some of more interesting holdings. 

 

Until next time, take care,     

Tríona  

Unit 2/9 Washington Way 
P O BOX 4544 
CHRISTCHURCH 

Phone: 03 353 0752 
Fax: 03 366 9451 
Email: archives@chch.catholic.org.nz  

The Archives of the Catholic Diocese 

of Christchurch is the official 

repository for the documents and 

materials of any form, made or 

received by the Diocese of 

Christchurch.   

The Diocesan Archives collection 

includes, but is not limited to, non-

current records of archival value, 

photographs, objects and published 

material. 

Records can be consulted by 

appointment with the Archivist, 

Tuesday—Friday 9.30am—1.30pm 
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