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Pictured at the award  presentation: 

Left to right—Professor Geoff Rice, 

Christchurch Mayor Lianne Dalziel 

and Michael Hanrahan 

 

Ashburton historian and 

author, Michael 

Hanrahan, has been awarded the Rhodes Medal by the Canterbury 

History Foundation.  

Michael has worked with Fr Kevin Clark over the years on the Diocesan 

Archives and has published numerous books on the history of the 

Christchurch Diocese including ‘Built in Faith Catholic Churches of the 

Christchurch Diocese Past and Present, 1840-2010’ and  ‘A Suitable 

Temple A History of the Cathedral of the Blessed Sacrament 1905-2005’. 

The A C Rhodes History Medal was established by a gift from Mr Paul 

and Mrs Sally Rhodes in memory of Paul’s father, Alfred Cecil Rhodes 

in 2001.  Cecil Rhodes was a respected businessman and community 

leader in Upper Riccarton, Christchurch, until his death in 1970. 

The medal honours and recognizes lifetime achievement in support of 

historical research, archives, museums or 

community awareness of the value of 

History.   

From left: Dr John Wood, President of the Canterbury History 

Foundation (and Chancellor of the University of Canterbury); Michael 

Hanrahan; Professor John Cookson, Chair of the Executive committee; 

and Prof Geoffrey Rice, Secretary of the CHF.  

Michael Hanrahan awarded the Rhodes Medal 



P a g e  2  

Where the Names come from... 

The book Built in Faith, detailing the 

story of most churches in the diocese up 

to 2010, has been reprinted and is 

available for sale, $60 + P&P ($6.50).  

The book was compiled by Michael 

Hanrahan and brings together 

information from a number of sources 

on the churches that have served our 

Diocese over the years.   

It is available from the Diocesan 

Catholic Shop beside St Mary’s on 

Manchester Street, or may be ordered 

from the archives . Email 

archives@chch.catholic.org.nz 

Ginaty Lane, Halswell:  Named after the Very Reverend Dean Laurence Mary Ginaty SM who as Vicar 

General of the Diocese was involved with fundraising activities to purchase the land at Halswell and 

build the Mount Magdala Home that was opened in 1888. 

 

Magdala Place, Wigram: Formerly Magdala Road, this street was named because it was developed on 

the former site of the Mount Magdala Convent. 

This was also the site of St Joseph's Boys' Home, an orphanage conducted by the Sisters of Nazareth 

and a brother home to Nazareth House. Magdala Road first appears in street directories in 1964. The 

name was changed to Magdala Place in1992.  

Books on 

Diocesan 

History 

A limited number of copies of  the book Held Firm by 

Faith by Fr Michael O’Meeghan SM is available. 

The book was released in 1987 as part of the centenary 

celebrations for the Diocese, and is a comprehensive  

history of the  Catholic Church in the region from the first 

Marist missionaries through to the Papal visit to the 

Diocese. 

It may be ordered from the archives for $25 + P&P 

($6.50).  — email archives@chch.catholic.org.nz 
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Over a month ago we loaded a new exhibition to 

the Diocesan Archives website called ‘An 

unfulfilled appointment’ about Monsignor William 

Ormond who was originally appointed the third 

Bishop of Christchurch following the death of 

Bishop Matthew Brodie in 1943.  Mons Ormond 

was released from his episcopal appointment due 

to ill health and Patrick Lyons was appointed the 

third Bishop of Christchurch.  Researching this  

story highlight how many interesting stories are 

yet to be told through the archives of the diocese. 

 

A small display case is now situated in the 

reception of Cathedral House at Washington Way 

which gives us an opportunity to exhibit some of 

the archives profiled in social media posts, as well 

as other fascinating items from our holdings. The 

display will be rotated every few weeks, so do 

have a look if you are at Cathedral House. 

 

A new archive resource pack is available on our 

website about the doomed Antarctic Expedition 

of Robert Falcon Scott. Using a sermon delivered 

by Bishop Grimes, students are encouraged to use 

the sermon to ascertain attitudes to the Antarctic 

explorers at the time https://

archives.chchcatholic.nz/wp-content/

uploads/2018/08/Antarctic-Tragedy-Resource-pack

-Final.pdf 

The Diocesan Archives have a unique collection of 

records that tie in to a number of areas in the 

school curriculum. We hope to produce specific 

resource packs, which can be used by the various 

Catholic schools in our Diocese, as a way of linking 

the Catholic special character to the broader 

Social and Religious Studies curricula.   

 

Thank you to Tony Flattery who dropped off more 

material collected on the Lincoln Parish.  The 

photographs and information are invaluable when 

building a picture of the parish and the context in 

which it operates.  

Always on the look out 

for quirky or unusual 

items, here is a  tin of 

Sanctuary Oil Wicks that 

was included in the 

collection. 

 

Thanks also to Fr Paul Shanahan SM who 

transferred some items from Akaroa Parish that 

are no longer required. Included in this collection 

were this Thurible and Incense Boat and Spoon.  

 

 

 

 

 

[Archives Reference 2018.18.1 and 2018.18.2] 

 

This newsletter will be the last  ‘Archivaly 

Speaking’ as our newsletter will be incorporated  

into Inform—The  Newsletter of the Catholic 

Bishop of Christchurch. Up to now snippets of  

Archives news have regularly featured in Inform 

but from the next edition onwards we will have a 

dedicated space in each edition.  

This is an exciting development for the Diocesan 

Archives,  giving us access to a wider audience on 

a formal basis.  It also reflects Inform being the 

main access point for information about the 

Diocese and Diocesan offices. 

Take care,    Tríona  

From the Archivist 
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