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NGA MIHI NUI FROM THE EDITORIAL DESK

FROM THE BISHOP
E hoa ma, dear friends in Christ.

I offer you my greetings in Lent, the 
holy time enabling us to prepare for 
the Sacred Triduum, beginning on Holy 
Thursday continuing through Good 
Friday and Holy Saturday. In these 
days, we remember the Lord’s Paschal 
Mystery.

In our Diocese, the celebration of Ash 
Wednesday often includes a shared 
service with an Anglican parish. We 
listen to the Word of God and receive 
the ashes of repentance together. Such 
an event is an exercise of spiritual 
ecumenism. Baptised Christians pray 
together, even though their communities 
may not all be in complete communion 
with the Catholic Church, in which the 
one Church of Christ subsists.

The practice of prayer together is the 
heart of all ecumenical activity which 
seeks to foster the gathering of all the 
baptised in one, visible Church, united 
by common bonds of faith, worship and 
governance in communion with the 

Welcome to Inform Issue 100. As 
it arrives in your parish, we are all 
recalling the paradox of the crowd 
who welcomed Jesus to Jerusalem 
and then put Him to death on the 
ultimate instrument of torture. I trust 
you have had a holy Lent.

It is my privilege to edit the 100th 
issue of Inform, now in its 24th year 
of publication. I looked through all 
of the issues to find milestones and 
amusements for you to reflect on and 
enjoy. This extended issue has an 
eight-page retro, marking significant 
people, events and amusements of 
parish life. It is not wholly given 
over to nostalgia as 16 pages carry 
the latest stories from parishes. A 
big emphasis is on our new senior 

successor of St 
Peter. Catholic 
parishes and 
Dioceses 
are heavily 
involved in 
many kinds of 
shared activities 
with other 
Christian groups 
throughout 
the country; 
a survey last year showed this clearly. 
A hidden but important part of this 
activity is the ongoing theological 
dialogues with the Anglicans and 
Methodists. These dialogues are 
characterised by trust, readiness to 
listen, and prayer.

school leaders, youth mission team 
and tertiary students. We continue 
to mark the Year for Consecrated 
Life with insights into our religious 
communities.

My thanks for the work of all our 
Inform editors, Sr Margaret D’Ath, 
Fr Chris Friel, Fr Mike Doyle and Mr 
Gerard Duignan, all of whom have 
brought their gifts and literary flair. 
In the words of Gerard Duignan, 
“Thanks to all contributors to 
Inform… and to you for reading it! 
Please pass it on.”
In Christ,
Ken Joblin (Interim Editor)
Zac Ashley (Interim Assistant Editor)
Deadline for next issue: Friday 29 
May 2015

In our last edition we welcomed Brigid 
Marr as PA to our Bishop. Here, she 
shares something of her life in Christ.

“I grew up in a tiny village beside the 
sea in the sunny Bay of Plenty called 
Matata. I am the 8th of 9 children born 
to Shirley and Bill Marr. I am of Maori 
descent with both Te Ati Awa and Te 
Arawa bloodlines.

We were brought up Catholic and 
went to St Joseph’s primary school, run 
by the Josephites. Significantly, St Mary 
MacKillop of the Cross came to Matata 
twice. Matata was a Maori mission 
served by the Mill Hill priests and we 
still have Maori Mass once a month.

I left home at 18 and moved to Christ-
church to train as a nanny. I’ve worked 
with “street kids” for a time and in 1993 
I joined the Community of the Beati-
tudes in New Caledonia. I had three and 
a half years there as a single, lay mis-
sionary. It was a fun and adventurous 
time in my life. I came back to the house 
at Idris road and stayed for 6 months 
before leaving the Community.

Two years later I joined an enclosed 
Benedictine Order which was a time of 
great graces, hardships and healing. In 
this Order I lived in New Zealand, Syd-
ney and the convent in Peru. After life 
in New Caledonia and Peru, I’ve learnt 
French and Spanish, which is disappear-
ing as I don’t speak it much now.

After leaving the Order I came home 
and worked for Family Life International 
in Auckland. I was a ‘house-mum’ at 
Bethlehem house, a home for mums 
with their babies who have little or no 
support. After that I began work as a 
Medical Receptionist before moving 
back to Christchurch to be near friends 
and the Community of the Beatitudes.

I really appreciate the work of our 
bishop and his priests, their dedica-
tion to their vocation and deep love of 
the Lord and His church. I think of the 
Christchurch Diocese as one big family. 
Please don’t hesitate to call me or call in 
for a chat.”

Bishop’s PA
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Website messages
The diocesan website: www.chch.
catholic.org.nz advertises events 
happening within the diocese. As a 
parish, school, or church group you are 
welcome to advertise events. You can 
list your event from the link on the home 
page under ‘events’.

Bishop’s Pastoral Office
The Catholics Returning Home 

(CRH) programme will be held in the 
Christchurch Diocese in four venues 
this year. CRH starts after Easter and 
is a four-week programme for non-
practising Catholics interested in 
renewing their life in the Church. The 
Programme has been running for over 
10 years, is confidential and welcomes 
people in a friendly and warm manner. 
It updates them of the changes in the 
Church and explains Reconciliation and 
the Mass. 

It will run from late April until 
early June at 7.00pm at the following 
locations:

• Sundays at Waimakariri Parish 
(Rangiora)

• Mondays at Timaru Parish 
• Wednesdays at Bryndwr Parish
• Thursdays at Opihi Parish 

(Geraldine)
Over 80% of Catholics in the Christ-

church Diocese don’t regularly practice 
the faith. The CRH programme aims to 
help those who want to return. People 
can be afraid or unwilling to return to 
the Church because they have a fear of 
the unknown, are fearful of their sins, or 
simply don’t have the courage to return. 
Many need encouragement to take the 
next step. Each of us can help here. Per-
sonal invitation is important in helping 
people come home. Please pray for the 
success of the programme and ask the 
Holy Spirit to guide you in asking some-
one to come home. 

For more details phone 0508 HOME 
NOW [0508 466 366] or visit www.
catholicshomenow.co.nz 

Eucharistic Amazement: Saint Pope 
John Paul II and the Blessed Sacrament 

The following excerpt is from Jason 

Evert’s book Saint John Paul The Great: 
His Five Loves. I has been shortened 
and is reprinted with permission. 
To read the full chapter go to www.
catholiceducation.org/en/faith-and-
character/faith-and-character/john-paul-
ii-and-the-blessed-sacrament.html 

Although John Paul loved communing 
with God in the wilderness, it was 
clear that his favourite place to pray 
was before the Blessed Sacrament.  
Witnesses report that he spent hours at 
a time and sometimes the entire night 
prostrate on the marble floor before the 
tabernacle, with his arms outstretched 
in the shape of the cross.  One witness 
remarked that this union with our 
Lord in the Eucharist allowed him “not 
merely to speak to Christ, but actually 
to converse with him.”  …  The Holy 
Father believed that authentic prayer is 
when a person desires to be as attentive 
to God as he is to us; when one yearns 
to hear God’s voice, just as God yearns 
to hear each person.  

The Holy Father often spent hours 
at a time writing before the Blessed 
Sacrament.  He explained: I have always 
been convinced that the chapel is a 
place of special inspiration.  What a 
privilege to be able to live and work in 
the shadow of His Presence . . . To John 
Paul, it is not enough for Catholics to 
receive the Eucharist.  One also must 
contemplate it.  He said that when one 
ponders the love that is present in the 
tabernacle: 

“love is ignited within us, love is 
renewed within us.  Therefore, these 
are not hours spent in idleness, when 
we isolate ourselves from our work, but 

these are moments, hours, when we 
undertake something that constitutes 
the deepest meaning of all of our 
work.  For no matter how numerous 
our activities, our ministries, however 
numerous our concerns, our exertions, 
if there is no love, everything becomes 
meaningless … all activities should be 
rooted in prayer as though in a spiritual 
soil Let Jesus in the Blessed Sacrament 
speak to your hearts.  It is he who is 
the true answer of life that you seek.  
He stays here with us: he is God with 
us.  Seek him without tiring, welcome 
him without reserve, love him without 
interruption: today, tomorrow, forever.”

The adoration chapel at St Gregory’s, 
Bishopdale, is open day and night. 
You are always welcome to pop in for 
a few minutes at any time. For more 
information on the Perpetual Adoration 
Chapel contact Traci on chchadoration@
gmail.com or ring Matt on 366-
9869. See www.chch.catholic.org.nz/
perpetualadoration for more information 
as well. 
Formation Sessions for Parishes  
in 2015

The Bishop’s Pastoral Office is offering 
five sessions this year that parishes, 
communities and pastoral areas can 
host at any time. Already a number of 
parishes have made bookings. The five 
sessions available include:

1. The Significance of Religious Life 
– Sr Eleanor Capper RSJ 

2. Loving the Eucharist and the Mass 
– Bishop Barry Jones 

3. Catholic Social Teaching – Charles 
Shaw 

4. Being Gift in Marriage – John and 
Celia Kennedy 

5. Evangelisation: What is it and how 
do we do it? – Matt O’Connell

Information on each of these sessions 
has been sent to every parish. If you 
would like to have a speaker in your 
parish please contact your parish priest 
or parish council chairperson. Contact 
Matt at the Bishop’s Pastoral Office on 
366-9869 or moconnell@chch.catholic.
org.nz for more information. 

Catholics Returning Home
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Holy Cross Chapel 
Land Reverts 
To Government 
Ownership
On 27 November, the government 
claimed the land on which the Holy 
Cross Chapel in Chancery Lane for-
merly stood. This land, taken by Proc-
lamation, is to be used for the Con-
vention Centre Precinct. It is part of 
a process which, among other things, 
will address compensation. Ideally, 
the Bishop hopes to have a chapel as 
part of inner-city re-development.

Rite of Election
Bishop Jones welcomes those on the journey of full 
reception into the Church at this year’s Easter vigil.
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ADULT EDUCATION COURSES 
Taught by staff of the Catholic Education Office for The Catholic 
Institute of Aotearoa, New Zealand

Want to learn more about your faith? Ongoing faith formation?

The Liturgical Year 3, 9, 13 April, 2015 

Introduction to Liturgy 14, 15, 16 April 2015 

Rite of Christian Initiation of Adults 
29 April, 6, 13, 20, 27 May, 3 June 2015 

Introduction to Religious Education
4, 7, 11, 14, 18, 21 May, 2015 

Introduction to Sprituality for Youth  
Ministers 7, 8, 11 May, 2015 

Introduction to the New Testament
26 May, 2, 9, 16, 23, 30 June 2015 

Understanding Sacrements
15, 18, 22, 25, 29 June, 2 July, 2015 
These courses can be taken for NZQA credit or for interest only.

For more information view the website  
www.chch.catholic.org.nz/tci 
or contact Charles Shaw phone 0�-��� 07��
email cshaw@chch.catholic.org.nz 

In the Diocese

Every year, the St Valentine’s Day Mass is offered for couples. This year, 
Fr Mathew offered his thoughts on this famous saint and the true 
meaning of marital love.

I wish all the young couples gathered here all blessings from 
your beloved patron St Valentine.

St. Valentine was a Priest, martyred in 269 in Rome. He is 
the Patron Saint of bee keepers, engaged couples, greetings, 
happy marriages, love, lovers, travellers and young people. He 
is represented in pictures with birds and roses. This is all that 
is officially known about St. Valentine.

As we commemorate his life today, it’s fitting to acknowl-
edge the importance of marriage and true romantic love in our 
community. It is also important for Catholic couples to be com-
mitted to deepening their love and strengthening their bond.

Valentine is a reminder to us that love and marriage are 
not commonplace things, not merely warm fuzzy feelings, 
or forced sentimentality. Rather true love is exactly what 
our Lord tells us it is: a willingness of the lover to die for the 
beloved. The beloved is held more dear even than life itself. St. 
Valentine could have loved his own life more than his calling; 
he could have loved himself more than his flock. He could 
have loved his own comfort more than he loved Our Lord. But 
he didn’t.

The married life is a beautiful picture of the incarnation. For 
husband and wife do not merely co-operate, work together, 
form an economic union, or assume one of many equal life-

Centenary of the Death 
of our First Bishop
Sunday, March 15 marked the cente-
nary of the death of Bishop John Joseph 
Grimes, the first Catholic Bishop of the 
new diocese of Christchurch. Bishop 
Grimes, a Marist and an Englishman, 
was appointed in 1887, aged 45. For over 
a quarter of a century he was a revered 
leader who played a prominent part 
in the religious and civic life of his see. He travelled exten-
sively, both in NZ and overseas, and built many churches 
and schools. The Cathedral of the Blessed Sacrament was his 
crowning achievement.

Look out for events which commemorate Bishop Grimes in 
the coming year, and remember him with thanksgiving in your 
prayers. R.I.P.

style choices. The marital union is fleshly. Our Lord tells us the 
two become one flesh. Just like our Lord’s love for us is not 
mythological, but incarnational.

St. Thomas defines love (caritas, agape) as “the effective 
willing of the good of another.” Real love is not about me; it’s 
about “the you,” the other. And it can completely overwhelm 
you, and take over your life.

The colour of love is red because it is sealed in blood. True 
love is what awaits you here at this altar as we, poor miserable 
sinners, the Lord’s beloved, eat the flesh of the one who loves 
us, and we imbibe the blood of him who lays down his life for 
his friends unto the forgiveness of sins and everlasting life. 
Today as we gather here, we pray for the grace and strength to 
share the true, colourful love with our beloved ones.

Fr Mathew Speaks About Love

We congratulate the thirteen people from Christchurch Diocese who 
in 2014 completed qualifications through The Catholic Institute.
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Cathedral Choir and Orchestra 
sing Mozart’s Requiem for a 
capacity crowd in St. Mary’s 
Pro-Cathedral

In the Diocese

During Lent, the John Paul II Centre co-ordinated their First 
40 days of Prayer for Life. They invited parishes to pray for the 
cause of life at all its stages each day.

The Centre for Life and a core team of young adults 
organised a 40 Days of Prayer for Life vigil during Lent outside 
Christchurch hospital, the current abortion provider. Small 
groups were encouraged to come and pray peacefully in the 
gardens by the Nurses’ Memorial Chapel for an hour. The vigil 
was not a protest, but a non-confrontational Prayer for Life, 
where all were invited to spiritually encounter the suffering 
Christ in the unborn child and tend to Him with Love and 
Mercy.

Daniel Cóté Davis who co-ordinated the vigil said: “There 
is no judgement in the Prayer for Life, just the message of 
Unconditional Love and Mercy which the Father has for all 
His children. I have personally seen many wonderful blessings 
arise from 40 Days For Life in London where I was involved 
whilst a student.”

A Vigil for Life will be held on the third Saturday of each 
month with the 12.00pm Mass at St Teresa’s, Riccarton, being 
followed by prayer at the hospital.

40 days of Prayer for Life

During Lent, Bishop Meeking presented lectures on the 
“Four Last things” — Death, Judgement, Heaven and 
Hell. These lectures where organised and hosted by the 
John Paul II Centre for Life.
Below: Bishop Meeking presenting his lecture on Death, to 43 
receptive participants.
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Around the Parishes

On the Feast of Christ the King, the Parish community 
rejoiced in its beautiful historic church as seven of its young 
ones, along with one adult, made their First Communion. 
They had been prepared on a home schooling programme led 
by Liz Mulholland before the monthly Mass at Little River 
resource centre. Pictured above are L-R Megan Foley, Mia Cochrane, 
Izzy Hoult, Eva and Grace Foley, Harriott Cochrane and Samson Foley with 
Fr Paul Shannahan sm PP at rear.

On the same Feast day, Fr Dan Doyle of Stella Maris, Ferrymead, 
baptised seven children from St Anne’s School in Woolston at the 
10.30am Mass. From left to right: Ashlyn Hensley-Smith, Gracyn 
Hensley-Smith, Naomi-Clare Lene, Noella Lene, Laverton Loto, Letone 
Loto, Salu Loto. Jordan Moase, Samantha Osborne and Charlie Taylor 
received their First Holy Communion at the same Mass. St John’s 
Anglican church hall has been their Mass centre since the earthquake. 
A capacious congregation crowded into this hall, clearly expressing its 
joyful desire to support and encourage these children and their families 
in their future faith journey.

These days, Hokitika is perhaps more famous for its Wildfood 
Festival. On Christmas Eve, something far more fundamental 
took place. “We marked 100 years since the first Mass was 
celebrated in our beautiful Church. A short service saw a 
history of the church read, intermingled with the singing of 
Christmas carols and the release of 100 helium balloons. Sadly 
we have not been able to use our beautiful church for the last 
two years as it is earthquake prone.” 2015 marks 150 years 
since the first Mass was celebrated in Hokitika.St Patrick’s Akaroa Celebrates

St. Mary’s Hokitika Marks 100 
Years Since First Mass
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Around the Parishes

On Sunday 14 December, around 100 
Templeton parishioners farewelled their 
beloved St Brendan’s Church, built in 
1922. This earthquake-damaged church 
ceased to be a Mass Centre at Easter 
2013 and along with an acre of land, 
was sold to a developer late last year.

Bishop Barry Jones led the service of 
farewell and thanksgiving and alluded 
to the Latin inscription on the front 
of our Cathedral: ‘Ecce Tabernaculum 
Dei Cum Hominibus’, referring to the 
dwelling place of God. He mentioned 
that while it is significant to recognise 
a community of Catholics, it is also 
important to acknowledge the buildings 
where God is or has been present.

Reflections marked connections 
between St Brendan’s and the 
Templeton district, particularly the 
prison and former hospital. The strong 
community spirit of the parish was a 
feature due in part to having only one 
Sunday Mass in the church. The Litany 
of Saints called upon the intercession 
of patron saints of farmers and rural 
communities, prisoners and people 
with disabilities. Towards the end of the 
service, the altar stone was ceremonially 
removed from the church by Edmund 
le Grelle. This altar stone came from the 

21 December saw the parish of St Joseph the 
Worker Lyttelton and the Sisters of Mercy 
gather to mark 124 years since the Sisters 
first lived among them. A beautiful sunny 
day was the backdrop for afternoon tea on 
the presbytery lawn. Speeches were made 

Farewell to St Brendan’s 
Church, Templeton

Church of the Reparation on Shands 
Track near Lincoln. From 1871, this 
church served rural Canterbury. St 
Brendan’s was part of Lincoln parish for 
much of its existence.

Mercy Sisters Leave 
Lyttelton

and stories told. People then moved into 
the chapel for the blessing of a new Mercy 
altar and tabernacle stand. These liturgical 
furnishings were crafted from the pews of St 
Joseph’s Church, a building destroyed by the 
earthquakes.

A re-print of Marian le Grelle’s 
painting of St Brendan’s Church was 
given to all present. The pews were 
taken from the church at the end of the 
service. Earlier that week, the stained 
glass windows were also removed with 
the hope they will be incorporated 
into the planned enlargement of St 
Bernadette’s Church, Hornby.

Afternoon tea was then held nearby 
at the Chapel of the Holy Family on the 
former Templeton hospital grounds. This 
chapel was important to the Templeton 
Catholic community over the years and 
was its Mass centre after the September 
2010 earthquake.
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In 1928 Bishop Matthew Brodie invited the Carmelite Nuns 
of Sydney to make a foundation in Christchurch. He wanted a 
community of contemplatives to support the apostolic works 
of the Diocese. In 1933 a group of seven Carmelites crossed the 
Tasman and settled in Christchurch. The 10 Carmelite Nuns 
who live here today are following in their footsteps. This year 
we are celebrating 500 years since the birth of St Teresa of 
Avila, our foundress.

Our Carmelite Order is dedicated to contemplative prayer. 
We are called to a life of deep friendship with Jesus Christ, 
expressed and nourished through prayer. Our Carmelite day 
revolves around the Eucharist and the Liturgy of the Hours 

T he Year for Consecrated Life
A Word from Our Carmelite Sisters

The Hospitaller Order of St John 
of God, Aotearoa New Zealand.
In 1955, a Community of our Brothers was established in 
Christchurch, in response to an invitation by the then Bishop, 
Most Rev Edward Joyce. In the earlier years, our Services were 
staffed by our own trained Brothers; teachers and nurses, sup-
ported by teams of lay co-workers and volunteers.

In 1986, Bishop Denis Hanrahan invited the Brothers to 
establish a programme to support young people (who were 
disengaged from their families). This Service, which was 
initially carried out by a Brother and co-workers, has blos-
somed over the years into what is now known as St John of 
God Waipuna, based in Wainoni. Waipuna is a specialist youth 
agency in Christchurch which manages an innovative range of 
programmes providing young people, their families/whanau 
and the community with support and opportunities for devel-
opment in a ‘wrap-around’ service model. We pray that God’s 
providential care continues with St John of God Hauora Trust 
so that it remains a beacon of light and hope in our world.

Currently, there are two Brothers making Community in 
Christchurch. We have moved on from our former institutional 
ministries in Nursing and Chaplaincy. We are currently living 
in Hoon Hay and have become involved in supporting the 
life of the Parish through visitation and assistance to the sick 
and elderly, and the support of the former members of the St 
John of God Auxiliaries. Our work in the wider Community is 
through volunteering at the Christchurch City Mission and the 
Red Cross Meals on Wheels.

From left: Sisters Helen Kelly, Jennifer Barrow, Kathleen Cotterell, Bernadette 
Fitzgerald (Provincial) Raye Boyle. Sister Raye is our NZ representative, the 
other Sisters are from Australia.

Little Company of Mary Province  
of the Southern Cross
The Little Company of Mary Sisters in Australia, New Zealand 
and Tonga are now one Province. Previously Australia was one 
Province, NZ and Tonga functioned as the NZ/Tonga Region. The 
amalgamation formally took place on Sunday 1 March and the 
new Province is known as the Little Company of Mary Province 
of the Southern Cross.

We look forward to what lies ahead and recall our Founder 
Mary Potter’s words: “Let us thank God for the past, let us trust 
him for the future.”

(Left) Br Kevin Lawson OH., 
(right) Br Stephen Coakley O.H.

— the Divine Office — and two hours of silent prayer. These 
are offered for the Church and the whole world with “its joys 
and sorrows, its problems and fears” in which we fully share.

Silence and solitude foster a prayerful atmosphere. Enclo-
sure ensures this climate of silence and recollection. Our sepa-
ration “from the world for the sake of the world” symbolises 
our commitment to a life of unceasing prayer and intercession, 
enabling us to live at the very heart of the world. We meet 
twice a day at midday and in the evening to work and talk 
together, creating a joyful spirit, essential to monastic life. 

 As we work to support ourselves, each sister places her en-
ergies and talents at the service of the community. Along with 
the usual tasks of keeping a monastery running and tending 
our farm and orchard, we do a large variety of works including 
Altar Breads, rosaries, scapulars and cards, decorating candles 
and restoring statues.

 As you go about your daily life, be assured that we are keep-
ing all the members of our Diocese and the world beyond in 
our hearts and prayers.
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On Christmas Day 1861, French woman 
Euphrasie Barbier founded a religious 
congregation, Les Religieuses de Notre 
Dame des Missions (RNDM). She was 
committed to the education of women 
and children. On 25 February 1865, four 
Mission Sisters arrived in Napier. With 
the help of the Marist Fathers, they 
opened schools (including one for Maori 
girls).

Another four Mission Sisters arrived 
in Lyttelton on 9 February 1868. After 
being welcomed by Fr Jean-Baptiste 
Chataigner SM, they moved into a small 
unfurnished home in Barbadoes Street 
with thirty girls.

The first convent and school were for-
mally opened on 8 September 1868. In 
addition to the all-important three R’s, 
pupils were introduced to music and the 
arts, Latin and French. One sister, Mary 
St Domitille, introduced the Montessori 
teaching methods.

Over the years Mission Sisters have 
taught in fifteen parish schools and two 
secondary colleges, Sacred Heart Girls’ 
Colleges in Christchurch and Ashburton. 
In addition to work in parish schools 
and congregation-owned secondary 
schools, the Mission Sisters provided 
loving care for orphans, the poor and the 

often at considerable cost to their own 
health and well-being.

Mission Sisters were not only involved 
in education in the diocese, but signifi-
cant numbers also left NZ to work in 
Australia, India, Bangladesh, Burma, 
Vietnam, Oceania, Africa and Latin 
America. After Vatican II some moved 
out of schools into adult faith formation 
programmes and chaplaincy work.

As the number of young women 
entering religious life has declined, the 
Mission Sisters have involved others 
in their way of life through Associate 
programmes which invite lay people to 
join them through prayer, missionary in-
volvement and financial support. In this 
way, it is hoped that Euphrasie Barbier’s 
contemplative spirit, missionary zeal 
and passion for deep unity among her 
sisters and those with whom they work, 
will continue to animate Catholics in the 
Diocese of Christchurch.

In January, the Sisters of Our Lady of the Missions (Mission Sisters), together with many 
parishioners of Ferrymead’s Stella Maris Parish, celebrated the Golden Jubilee of Sister 
Clare Murphy. Several members of her family travelled from Auckland and Hamilton to 
participate in the happy occasion.

Sister Clare began her ministry as a sister in Christchurch, teaching in Addington, 
Beckenham and Woolston. A significant period of her life was spent in retreat work and 
in forming young religious in New Zealand and other countries. Clare was also the 
Provincial Leader of the New Zealand Province from 1990 to 1996. She is currently a 
member of the Ferrymead Parish Pastoral Team.

Golden Jubilee of Consecrated Life

The RNDMs in the Christchurch Diocese
sick. During the 1918 influenza epi-
demic when schools were closed, many 
Sisters nursed the sick in their homes, 
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Head Students
Emma Veltman — Marian 
College Head Girl
As head girl of Marian College 
Emma Veltman is an all-round 
student who embodies the 
college values of dedication, 
commitment and concern for 
others. “We are a values-based 
school so this comes in to all 
our thoughts and decisions,” 
says Emma.

As part of her innate ability 
to consider those in the world 
around her, Emma is a keen 
participant in social justice 
activities at Marian including 
the Caritas Challenge in 2014, 
and is preparing for it in 2015. 
She plans to build on Marian’s 
good relationships with other Catholic schools in the diocese.

Catholic Cathedral College Team
This year’s Head Boy is Terence Hill and our Head Girl is 
Alyssa Labradores. Terence came to Catholic Cathedral College 
in Year 7 after attending Avondale Primary school. Alyssa is a 
graduate of Sacred Heart School, Addington.

St Bede’s Head 
Boy Sees His 
Deafness As a 
Gift
Lachie Bartlett is a member 
ofSt Joseph’s Parish, 
Papanui and an active leader 
in the Special Character 
of St Bede’s. Although 
profoundly deaf and 
wearing a cochlear implant, 
Lachie sees his deafness as 
a gift. He embraces every 
opportunity that comes his 
way, attending daily rosary 

and weekly Benediction. He is a member of the College First 
XI Football team, Athletic team and achieved an Excellence 
endorsement at NCEA Level 2.

Milly Young,  
Villa Maria Head Girl
When I left St Joseph’s 
Primary school in 
Ashburton, I never 
imagined that five 
years later I would be 
writing this article as 
Head Girl of Villa Maria 
College for 2015. I feel 
incredibly blessed and 
honoured to be part 
of the history of such 
a great school and 
am so excited for the 
year ahead. Leaving 
Ashburton behind and 
heading to the big city 
was a sacrifice for my 
family, but easily one 
of the best decisions 
we have ever made. 
Villa has offered me a 
world of opportunities that I am sure I would not have found 
anywhere else. I have travelled New Zealand with Villa- with 
science camps, choir competitions, sports tournaments and a 
Mercy conference taking me all over. I have been a part of so 
many other activities- flute lessons, sports groups- including 
rowing, netball, tennis and volleyball, knitting club and 
even maths club, which have introduced me to new friends, 
broadened my skills and given me life-long memories.

I lead a group of prefects who want to give back to the 
College this year. We make a promise to the student body to 
provide comfort to any girl in need- especially those who are 
new, when everything is very unfamiliar. We will strive to 
ensure that you will never feel alone at Villa. One of my main 
goals for the year is to ensure that the Mercy values we hold 
as a College are upheld and respected by all girls. Another goal 
is to make sure the Villa girls are aware of how lucky they are 
to receive an education like ours. I hope to offer them several 
opportunities to contribute to causes that support those less 
fortunate.
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Head Students

John Paul II High School, 
Greymouth
My name is Eilish Burrows. My hobbies include playing net-
ball, interacting with family and friends and working on the 
farm. My goal for this year is to encourage more school spirit 
in our school as well as in House times, bringing students 
closer at all years.
My name is Kaden Fitzgerald. I am a Senior Mentor and 
House Captain for Marist House. Some hobbies I enjoy are 
sports, eg hockey, soccer and tennis, hunting and watching 
football. I put my name forward for Head Student because of 
the projects I felt needed doing around the school and com-
munity. Two of these that I feel strongly about and will be 
working on involve developing the Memorial Rose Garden, and 
purchasing of sports equipment for break time. I feel the Rose 
garden is the most important for me personally because the 
roses are planted for students who have passed away while at-
tending our school. this is a way of the school carrying on their 
memory long after their friends have left the school.

St Thomas of Canterbury College
Delane Luke is studying English, Statistics, Te Reo Maori, 
Geography, Religious Studies, Biology and Physical Education; 
Delane plans to head to Canterbury University and study 
languages and Sport. His future could be heading towards 
education but there is always a “wait and see” on where sport 
will take him!
Tovia Fui is studying English, Samoan, Religious Studies, 
Statistics, Music, Biology & Chemistry; he plans to go to Otago 
University and study Medicine. He is very involved in cultural 
activities and is enjoying the shared role of College Captain.

Roncalli College
My name is Alysha Miller and I have been chosen as Head 
Girl at Roncalli College for 2015. Roncalli is a special and 
inviting school community that I am very proud to be a part 
of. During my time at school I have been involved in several 
aspects of College life including sport, cultural, spiritual and 
now leadership. I believe these experiences and opportunities 
have helped me to become the person I am today. As a leader I 
try to use the strengths of the team, listen to the ideas of oth-
ers, involve as many as possible and encourage those who may 
be reluctant.

My vision for 2015 is to promote and model student leader-
ship. That is, to put the needs of others first and to help others 
to achieve their potential. Next year I intend to study Com-
merce at Otago University in Dunedin.
My name is Josh Batchelor and I have been chosen as Head 
Boy at Roncalli College for 2015. It is quite an honour and 
privilege for me to represent the College and to be part of a 
dynamic leadership team.

When I think back to my first days at the College, I remem-
ber feeling daunted and overwhelmed as I was one of only five 
students to attend Roncalli from my small contributing school. 
However, my feelings of anxiety quickly faded as I was made 
to feel welcomed and included. One of my highlights at Ron-
calli so far has been playing for the First XV. As a player in year 
12, I earned my cap in a short period of time and now I look 
forward to being one of the team leaders this season.

At Roncalli, we learn about student leadership. This means 
humbly leading by example and empowering others to be the 
best that they can be. My hope this year is to be a true servant 
leader.
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HAPPENINGS

Sounds Catholic broadcasts online and on-air Sundays 
at noon and 10pm on Plains FM 96.6. Sounds Catholic 
recently celebrated its fourth birthday! You can find 
the podcasts of programmes at www.chch.catholic.
org.nz/radio

Celebration of the Rite of Election for our 
Catechumens, now Elect, who are preparing 
for Baptism, Confirmation and Holy Eucharist. 
Celebration of the Call to Continuing Conversion 
for our Candidates, those already baptised. They 
will be received into the Church and celebrate the 
sacraments of Confirmation and Holy Eucharist.

Year of Consecrated Life. Pope Francis announced 
that 2015 will be a year dedicated to the Consecrated 
Life, and is asking all those in the Consecrated Life, 
the church’s religious sisters, brothers and priests, 
to “wake up the world” with their testimony of 
faith, holiness and hope. The Year of Consecrated 

Life officially began on Sunday 30 November and 
runs through to Tuesday February 2nd 2016. During 
these 14 months, celebrations and gatherings will 
take place with the objective of highlighting the 
various dimensions of the Consecrated Life. During 
this coming year please pray for those who live 
generously the Consecrated Life within our Diocese.

Restless Press is the new Christchurch-based 
Catholic website featuring articles from young 
Catholics across New Zealand and Australia. Its aim 
is to produce quality content to inspire Catholics of 
all ages. Check it out on www.restlesspress.net. If 
you are interested in supporting this work contact 
Chelsea Houghton at editor@restlesspress.net

The Catholic Charismatic Renewal invites you to join 
Fr John Rea SM for nine days of mission and ministry 
on the healing effects of the Holy Eucharist. For full 
details go to www.chch.catholic.org.nz/ccr

Archbishop Romero once said ‘Aspire not to have more, but 
to be more.’ This was the challenge put to 75 student leaders 
from the Catholic secondary schools of the Christchurch dio-
cese when they came together on 24 February for the Caritas 
Justice Leadership Day.

The day involved learning about Catholic social teaching 
and the call to live justly in a world where there are significant 
inequalities between people.

Students engaged in a range of simulation games and activi-
ties throughout the day which helped them to think about 
what life is like for the majority of the world’s people. Caritas 
staff were ably assisted by volunteers from Christchurch Young 
Vinnies.

A special focus was on the struggles experienced by many 
people in the Philippines as they strive to ‘build back better’ 
after two catastrophic typhoons and ensure they are more re-
silient in future emergencies. Students from the Christchurch 
diocese were able to empathise with the difficulties faced by 
the Filipino people because of their own experiences of disrup-
tion and loss after the Christchurch earthquake.

Fr John Adams spoke briefly about his experience of visiting 
Tacloban (one of the cities most affected by Typhoon Haiyan) 
in 2014. Students were shocked at the levels of poverty experi-
enced by many Filipinos. Fr Bala Allam also shared about his 
upbringing in South India where children played with soccer 
balls made from plastic bags.

The student leaders were encouraged to return to their 

Student leaders learn about making a difference

schools and put into practice what they had learned about 
being a justice leader. They were also challenged to think 
about doing something for others, particularly those striving 
to ‘build back better’ in the Philippines. One option open to 
schools is to do the Caritas Challenge, which involves running 
a 24-hour event to raise awareness about the needs of others 
in our world.

The students reported having their eyes opened by some 
of the statistics and information that was presented to them 
throughout the day and many have expressed a desire to get 
involved and make a difference in the lives of others.

Schools
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On 11 February, 
Christchurch Catho-
lics had the privi-
lege of experiencing 
the Taizé pilgrimage 
to Christchurch, 
—Towards a New 
Solidarity. Founded 
in France in 1940 
and dedicated to 
reconciliation, this 
ecumenical commu-
nity is celebrating 
its seventy-fifth an-
niversary. It is organising pilgrimages to the seven continents, 
Christchurch being lucky to be on the journey through Ocea-
nia. The community contains professed religious dedicated to 
Christian unity.

Although held in the transitional Anglican Cathedral, and 

hosted by Anglican bishop Victoria Matthews, Christchurch 
Catholics formed a considerable portion of those who came 
to the workshop on the spirituality of Taizé, and subsequent 
prayer using the community’s distinctive style of chant. After 
an introductory discussion of the community’s mission and 
taking questions and answers, the young adult members 
were invited to sit on the floor of the Transitional Cathedral, 
where the singing took place before icons illuminated with tea 
candles. The writer of this article has not been accustomed to 
sitting on the floor since school assembly, but was persuaded 
to do so by an enthusiastic companion.

The chant, using short scriptural passages sung in repeti-
tion, blends lectio divina with the rich tradition of Christian 
chant. As dusk enveloped the congregation, devotees lined up 
to light candles and venerate the Cross. Although not among 
the chanted verses, one verse captured the mood: —the light 
shone in the darkness, and the darkness did not overcome 
it—.
Photos: Grant Bennet Transitional Cathedral

Taizé Comes to Christchurch
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Young people throughout the Diocese 
enjoy a day out at CYT Sports Day at the 

Catholic Cathedral grounds

Hearts Aflame 2015
This year, Kolbe House offered seven scholarships to the Hearts Aflame 
National Catholic Summer School in Marton, near Whanganui. 
Julian Vesty of Heathcote Valley and Victoria Ning of Riccarton reflect 
on this time.

“My experience of Hearts Aflame was an opportunity to take 
care of my spiritual life. We experienced both the rich well-
spring of prayer in the sacred liturgy, following the rhythm 
of the Divine Office, the Mass, and adoration of the Blessed 
Sacrament. The night of healing adoration, where we each 
received a benediction of the sacrament, was a special mo-
ment of grace. Chelsea Houghton offered a faithful yet realistic 
account of her life in the vocation of marriage. The blessing 
of children, in particular, was revealed as a challenge — ‘the 
habit or collar you can never take off’. Given current attitudes 
toward the family, the vocation to which we are called requires 
a deep self-giving, yet with a deep joy. As young Catholics 
from across New Zealand, we brought together a wide range of 
spiritualities and experiences of Catholicism, yet were united 
by our hope in ‘one Lord, one faith, one baptism’ (Ephesians 
4.5).” Julian Vesty

Hearts Aflame is an opportunity to experience the astound-
ing fullness and beauty of the Catholic Church, all in just 10 
short days! From stunning liturgy, to profound theology, and 
lively fellowship — it is a place of encounter with Christ in 
such a variety of different forms and in an unlimited capacity. 
There definitely was no shortage of opportunities for prayer! 
One of the highlights of the camp was the presence of a stag-
gering number of religious priests, brothers and sisters. I had 
been particularly looking forward to meeting the two sisters 
from the Sisters of Life (a young religious community from 
the US), and they, in so many ways, became my favourite 
part of the 10 days. After the opening Mass, my friends and I 

waited outside the chapel to intercept the Sisters; we pounced 
on them, introduced ourselves and practically forced them 
to have dinner with us. It was such a memorable meal. We 
laughed, shared and conversed with the most radiant, capti-
vating and joyful women I have ever met. I think what struck 
me the most was how they knew their own worth so com-
pletely and undeniably that they in turn exuded God’s Love in 
such a tangible way. Sister Therese mentioned a quote by the 
founder of their community, which ran ‘a women who knows 
she is loved can do anything’. A simple concept to grasp, yet 
the reality of the pursuit of this love, especially in our world 
today, and even at times in my own life, is that it remains a 
source of continuous struggle and heartache. Through their 
living embodiment of Christ’s Love for them, the Sisters al-
lowed me to see the necessity of receiving His unending Love 
for myself each day. I’m definitely going to treasure my time 
at Hearts Aflame 2015, where God changed my heart, and un-
doubtedly, the hearts of the many other young people there.”
Victoria Ning
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Mission Team
Hey guys, I’m Anna-Marie Barrett. I’m 
so blessed and excited to be on Mission 
Team for 2015! I’m passionate about 
youth ministry so I can’t think of any-
thing better to do than spend the year 
working for God with awesome young 
people. His plan and his purpose for ev-
ery person on earth are far greater than 
we could ever imagine, and His infinite 
love continues to blow me away every 
day and I absolutely can’t wait to start 
sharing it with all you amazing peeps 
(grin emoticon). My aspiration for the 
year is to know that I didn’t hold any-
thing back, that I gave God all I had for 
him to work with. I hope that I can help 
one young person to begin their journey 
closer to Christ. 

Hey everyone, I’m Nathan and I 
believe in a world where God shines 
through all our creativity and our music. 
In 2014 I graduated from Burnside High 
and have now begun to take my first 
steps out into the world by joining the 
2015 Christchurch Catholic Youth Mis-
sionary Team. It was only within the last 
couple of years that I have really begun 
to acknowledge my faith but now that 
I know of his unending love I want to 
share it with you all. My ambition and 
hobby is creating electronic music with 
a strong passion in creating Catholic 
Electronic Music for Our Lord. I also 
enjoy being creative via the art of act-
ing. One of the biggest struggles so far 
on Mission Team has been to adapt my 
old living styles of selfishness to a life 
of selflessness. I am still learning but 
though learning I am growing in God’s 
Joy. I am excited to be on team and 
looking forward to meeting everyone! 

Hey, I’m Te Ahu Mallon 
......(TeaHouseBuffalo).....I was born and 

raised in Porirua, Wellington. I have fin-
ished my final year of school at Bishop 
Viard College. I found Jesus at a Camp 
called Jesus4Real 2 years ago and since 
experiencing his presence and love there 
I have wanted to help others experience 
his love. My faith is growing stronger 
every day and joining the mission team 
down in Christchurch 2015 will for sure 
make my faith rock solid. I am all for 
helping others feel loved and a part of 
one family. My hobbies include drum-
ming, jamming with other musos and 
having a kick back time 24/7. I guess it’s 
just something I am passionate about so 
if there are any musos who want to jam 
then hit me up haha. Everyone deeply 
desires to be loved, so be real with one 
another and let the change start with 
you.

Hey there, I’m Olivia. I’m 19 and am 
from Oxford in North Canterbury. Last 
year I completed my first year of study 
towards a BA in Art History and History 

at the University of Canterbury. I love 
the creative arts, designing and making, 
especially painting and photography. I 
have a great desire to learn more about 
the diversity and depth of our Catho-
lic faith and to encourage other young 
people to discover this beauty. God has 
a purpose and a plan for each of us, and 
I want to support those who are search-
ing for this purpose, for meaning, those 
who are seeking the TRUTH even if they 
don’t know it. My biggest challenge so 
far this year as a Mission Team Member 
was being a Summer Missionary at Life-
teen Summer Camp. It was a spiritually 
enriching and deeply challenging experi-
ence. It pushed me out of my comfort 
zone and really taught me to lead by 
example by trusting in Jesus. 

Hello all, I’m Jonathan. As far as my 
hobbies go I love reading sci-fi, building 
robots and just generally tinkering with 
anything I can get my hands on XD. I 
wasn’t actually planning to be a member 
of the mission team, but during the last 
year I felt God placing his call in my life, 
I decided to lay it down in his hands and 
here I am with no regrets. As the weeks 
have gone by in the Mission Team life 
the challenge has not left me I am learn-
ing everyday just how important it is to 
really trust God and how amazingly God 
will organise things to work out. 

I’m Catherine and I’m 19. I’m Samoan 
but was born and raised in Auckland 
I did Catholic Discipleship College last 
year and I wanted to keep learning and 
sharing our Catholic faith, so I decided 
to apply for the Mission Team. My as-
piration for the year is to lead as many 
teens to Jesus Christ through the Love I 
show towards him. I’m sooooo excited 
to meet all of you guys.
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Inform 24 years 
young
Where were you in September, 
1991? The World Wide Web had 
only just been invented and was 
a long way from our shores, Jim 
Bolger was Prime Minister, Vicki 
Buck was Mayor of Christchurch, 
Alex Wyllie and John Hart coached 
the All Blacks in the Rugby World 
Cup, and we watched Paul Holmes 
and Krypton Factor on TV.

Bishop Basil Meeking’s opening 
words in the first Inform read: 
“A warm welcome to Inform. It 
is a response to my request for 
further means of communication 
in our diocese. I hope it may 
provide some information we 
need as intelligent and active 
members of the Church.” He said 
that we are people who live by 
faith and “that faith will be the 
guide and standard of this modest 
publication”. 

Many stories have been told, 
many friends, family members, 
loved pastors and buildings have 
left us since then. But so many 
cherished memories remain. 

This humble newsletter has 
expanded; it is now bigger, in full 
colour, is printed in the thousands, 
and available to millions via our 
diocesan website. 

However some things remain 
the same. Each Bishop still wants 
it to continue to celebrate the best 
of Catholic life in Christchurch 
diocese. 

Issue 86:

Cathedral Dome Deconstructed
After over a century witnessing the worship of generations 
of the faithful, the 300-tonne dome of the Cathedral of 
the Blessed Sacrament in Christchurch has been slowly 

dismantled by a 400-tonne crane, the largest 
in the country. The Cathedral was preceded 
by a small wooden building erected in 1860, 
then a larger church, which became the pro-
cathedral in 1887.

Francis Petre’s final design for Bishop 
John Grimes was built primarily in 
Oamaru limestone with a core of poured 
concrete, characteristic of Petre’s work. 
The foundation stone was laid in 1901 
and building completed by 1905. Fifty 

men were employed to work on the cathedral, 
and the tile mosaic in the sanctuary was laid by Italian 
workmen brought over from Sydney. Because of the new 
liturgy, interior modifications were made in the 1970s and 
80s. It was listed as a Category 1 New Zealand Historic 
Place in 1983.

Opus International are overseeing the demolition of 
the rear of the building, which is expected by the end 
of October, to make the site safe for Catholic Cathedral 
College and Marian College, which will share the site for 
2-4 years from 2012.
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Issue 57:

FLY-BUYS at Fairlie 
Church?
Actually it is more like Flies-Stopping-By!!. 
For nearly three months the church build-
ing has been invaded by a plague of Clus-
terflies. The experts say that the best solu-
tion is simply to vacuum them up (sigh!). 
Incense has been used to deter them from 
coming in with some measure of success. 
As the cold days come, the numbers are 
dwindling (the flies!), and it is hoped that 
it would soon be Fly-Bye.

Issue 63:

Reliquary of St Therese  
of Lisieux
The Pilgrimage tour of the reliquary to the Diocese of
Christchurch in October exceeded all expectations, with great
crowds honouring the Saint at all eight venues: Cathedral,
the Carmelite Monastery, Ashburton, Timaru, Waimate,
Riccarton, Darfi eld and Greymouth. Thanks go to the
committee and the parish and Carmel Auxiliary teams who
excelled in the organising (and also the local coordinator, Fr.
Bill Middleton - Ed). The priests at the venues and others
who provided reconciliation were generous with their time
as was Bishop John who accompanied the Pilgrimage around
the Diocese. Homilies and Liturgies were excellent and we
relished Fr. John O’Connor’s article in the Press. Fortunately
we were able to provide good reading material, pictures,
medals, programmes etc. due to generous sponsorship we
received, which along with individual gifts and book sales
met the cost of the tour.
The visit will long be remembered by those who were 
fortunate to be able to join in. The Riccarton Parish Newsletter 
said:
‘This humble saint somehow draws us to her, and then on to
thirst for an experience of God’s wonderful, faithful love for
each one of us. She teaches us how we depend on Him, and
because, by ourselves we are like little children, how we can
put our total trust in our Good Heavenly Father.’
Fr. Bill Middleton
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Issue 67:

We Have A New Coadjutor Bishop
The Most Rev Barry Phillip Jones DD was ordained on 
Wednesday 4th October in the Cathedral of the Blessed Sacra-
ment. Extract from the ‘Prayer of Consecration’: ‘So pour 
out upon this chosen one that power which is from you, the 
governing Spirit whom you gave to your beloved Son, Jesus 
Christ, the Spirit given by him to the Apostles, who founded 
the Church in every place to be your temple for the unceasing 
glory and praise of your name’.

Raconteur, tailor, cook, priest …. … who else but Monsignor 
Bill Middleton, parish priest at Christ the King, Burnside? 

As a youngster he lived for 10 years with the Sisters of 
Nazareth, then at 15 became a tailor for eight years. In the 
Catholic Youth Movement he was impressed by the fervour 
of Msgr. Kennedy, who spoke aloud and passionately to 
God while in private prayer. The young Bill asked himself, 
“Do I want to be a tailor all my life?” The answer was an 
emphatic, “No!” With no formal academic qualifications, save 
a Correspondence School course in journalism, he joined the 
seminary. 

At 23, he felt decidedly out of place because most 
seminarians were young men straight from school. Nine 
others like him “felt like old men in comparison, out of touch; 
at any moment we thought we’d get the chop and Bernadette 
Chen, a Consecrated Virgin, organised this Spiritual Bouquet 
for the Year for Priests, which Bishop Barry has gratefully 
received. The certificate rests on a small table on the main 
altar at St Mary’s, Manchester Street and a copy is on display 
in the Narthex. These ‘old men’ recently met in Auckland to 
celebrate 45 years as priests. 

His first two years were in the Cathedral Parish, working in 
hospital chaplaincy, then Beckenham, Woolston, Sumner and 
St Albans Parishes. With Fr. Horgan in the Maori Mission they 
set up six opportunity shops that raised around $20,000 per 
annum to build Te Rangimarie Centre in Gloucester Street. 
One fateful day Bishop Ashby told him of a new posting 
– to Ngahere on the West Coast. “It will help you to find 
your priesthood,” he said. Which was a bit of a shock, as the 
younger priest hadn’t realised he’d misplaced it! 

He arrived to find a tasty pot of soup on the stove; he still 
has pangs of conscience, because he was advised later it was 
wood-pigeon stew! Aue! He was a very active member of the 
Ngahere community, while maintaining his parish and the 
seven Catholic schools within it. Soon he was moved south 
to Hokitika for nine years. As a teenager, Fr Bill had become 
enamoured with horses, and while on the Coast he became 
Patron of the Racing Club. (Many Christchurch parishioners 
recall him praying for Peace at the end of Mass – ‘Peace’ being 
his racehorse). He was elected Chair of the local Council 
building committee. Coasters remember him as a dedicated, 
generous and gregarious member of the community, 
completely oblivious of religious divisions. 

In 1985 he moved to Temuka for 5 years and was awarded 
the QSM. In 1990 he was called to Christ the King Parish, 
and in 2008 elevated to Monsignor. His long running 
interest in racing has waned since the death of his friend, Fr. 
Kevin O’Grady. He is renowned for his jams, marmalades, 
pickles and Christmas cakes. His love of cooking came 
from his mother, a superb cook, who worked for 21 years in 
Christchurch hospital, and various presbyteries. His still sews 
dozens of sturdy aprons, shopping bags and peg bags for 
fundraising. 

His advice to any considering the priesthood? Weigh up 
your options and consider the greatest thing you can do with 
your life. If you’re possessed of a generous spirit, offer yourself 
to God accepting that when you embrace the priesthood the 
control of your life passes from your hands to God’s. Life as 
a priest is not existing in a state of perfection but becoming 
more conscious of your own nature and the grace filled 
aspects of the Catholic way of life. As a priest he is freed 
from the demands of parenting which allows him a wider 
perspective on life. From praying the Divine Office daily, from 
other priests, saints and the laity, comes his inspiration and 
strength. Could he have chosen anything better? “Never!” 

Issue 79: 

Still sewing  
- Msgr Bill Middleton 
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FR JOHN MORRISON, Parish Priest, St Patrick’s, 
Greymouth reflects:
“On Friday 19 November with the gas explosion at the Pike 
River Mine, twenty nine workers lost their lives. At first it was, 
‘Are there survivors?’ and, ‘How soon can they be rescued?’ 
We all clung to this hope. But then as the enormity of the trag-
edy became evident the whole community grieved. At midday 
on the Monday after the explosion the Greymouth Minis-
ters’ association met. We decided to offer a prayer vigil each 
evening through the week in the Anglican Church building, 
with each church community presiding in turn. These prayer-
ful gatherings were well attended by a large cross section of 
people. Before our Friday Mass the church bell was tolled 
twenty nine times. Two services for individual victims have 
been held in St. Patrick’s Church.

The national remembrance service was prepared by the 
Ministers’ Association 
together with the Ministry 
Of Internal Affairs. Before 
Christmas priest and 
parish council members 
visited families in our 
parish and we continue 
to pray for, and keep in 
contact with them. They 
live in the hope that the 
Royal Commission of 
Inquiry will help provide 
some answers, and that 
the remains of their loved 
ones can be returned to 
them for burial.

Many messages of 
sympathy and encour-
agement, and generous 
donations, were received 
from throughout New 
Zealand and overseas. Donations were forwarded to the Pike 
River Miners’ Relief Fund established by the mayor of Grey-
mouth. The solidarity shown by so many was simply amazing.

We have endeavoured to reply to all donors, but if there are 
any we have inadvertently overlooked, please accept this as 
our personal thanks to you.”

How to feed 9 families - all in a 
day’s work Because the river is only two 
minutes away from the Presbytery, I try 
and squeeze in every opportunity during 
the salmon season to get a fish,” says 
Fr Michael Pui. He tells a pretty fishy 
tail. “This morning, after Mass, I had a 
Skype-call from my sister in England, 
and we wished each other a “happy 
Chinese New Year” (our great-Grand-
parents were from China). It was a short 
call because I needed to anoint a dying 
man.” After lunch on the run Fr Michael 
had just 15 spare minutes, but hooked a 
12 lb salmon. Then he spent a Holy Hour 
praying for vocations before the Blessed 
Sacrament. Next, he popped back and 
after just five minutes “A 17lb salmon 
jumped out of the water!!!” He had made 
his limit of two per day in just 10 casts. 
Who knows what the year of the rabbit 
holds,” he asks, “… more fish?” 

A Final Minute or Two 
with Fr Paddy Cahill, RIP: When 
he discovered his cancer was 
untreatable, he wrote to his 
brother priests and bishops, say-
ing “I have been truly blessed 
all my life. I have always had 
a great love for the priesthood 
and I was blessed by wonder-
ful priests both in the parish 
and at St Bede’s. I have enjoyed 
your goodness, and have been 
inspired by your courage and 
faithfulness.” 

Farewell 
Bishop John 
Cunneen DD:
Inform marks 
the Requiem 
Mass of Bishop 
John Cunneen 
DD

Issue 84
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What’s On
Catholic people, Catholic thought, 
Catholic action, Catholic prayer, Catholic 
music on air. Sounds Catholic is heard 
twice every Sunday - midday and 10.00pm on Plains FM, 96.9. 
On-line www.chch.catholic.org.nz/radio

White Collar Workers Needed for those thinking 
about the priesthood. This group meets the first Tuesday of 
the month, 7.30-9.00pm, 88 Idris Road, Bryndwr. For further 
information phone Fr Jack O’Connor on 027 697 3035.

Thursday is our day to pray for priests and for vocations 
to the priesthood. Prayer cards and family prayer leaflets are 
available in church foyers. Visit www.chch.catholic.org.nz/
priesthood

P.A.T.H.S. Post Abortion Trauma Healing Service is a 
support group for those struggling after a termination, 
providing a welcoming and safe place to talk. It can be 
comforting to be with others who have similar experiences 
and can understand and empathise. The group meets in 
Christchurch on the third Tuesday of the month, from 
10.30am to midday. For more information phone 0800 728 470 
or email admin@postabortionpaths.org.nz

Rosary House Seminars: Jung & His Mystics – Eckhart 
& Teilhard. Seminar 1: Fri 22nd & 29th May, 7.00pm – 9.00pm. 
Allan Bloore, Jungian Analyst. Rosary House, 22 Gracefield 
Avenue, ChCh 8013. Cost $60 or donation according to means.

‘Water as a Free Beverage’ Wed 10,17,24 June 
1.30pm – 3.00pm – Kathleen Rushton rsm. Rosary House, 22 
Gracefield Avenue, ChCh 8013. Cost $20 per session.

Day of Prayer and Reflection – A Tribute to Jean Vanier 
– 25th July 10am – 3pm. Fr Roderick Milne sm. Mary Potter 
Community Centre, 442 Durham Street North. Bring own 
lunch. Cost $20.

Thomas Merton and His 
Christchurch Connection
In January, the Christchurch Chapter of the International 
Thomas Merton Society hosted a day of prayer and pilgrimage. 
It marked the centenary this well-known Cistercian monk’s 
birth. Thomas Merton is a key spiritual writer of the 20th cen-
tury whose father, the artist Owen, came from Christchurch.

Around twenty-five 
pilgrims attended the day. 
They included Merton family 
members. They gathered for 
prayer at the Mary Potter 
Centre before setting off for 
the Carmelite Monastery, 
joining the sisters for mid-
day prayer and meeting with 
them at the grille. Other 
stops for prayer and reflection 
included Christ’s College, 
where a number of the Mer-
ton family attended as pupils 

and later served on the staff. The Waimairi Cemetery was a 
further stop. Members of the Merton family are buried there, 
including Thomas’ grandparents and an aunt who drowned in 
the 1968 Wahine disaster. A highlight of the day was hear-
ing John Merton share family stories about his famous first 
cousin.

 In his late forties Merton had written to a monk in New 
Zealand that the New Zealand he had never seen was “a kind 
of homeland.” Pilgrims came away from the day feeling this 
was very much the case.

Dome in snow – See page 17.

Claudio Monteverdi 1610 Vespers, New Zealand 
Concert Tour, APRIL 6-12, 2015. One of Australia’s leading 
chamber choirs, the Choir of Newman College combines forces 
with The Affetto Players, to perform Monteverdi’s sumptuous 
1610 Vespers. Sunday, April 12, 2:00pm, St. Mary’s Pro-Cathe-
dral, 373 Manchester St, Christchurch. For bookings, please go 
to: www.eventfinder.co.nz/tour/2015/claudio-monteverdi


