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NGA MIHI NUI FROM THE EDITORIAL DESK

FROM THE BISHOP

Welcome to Inform Issue 101. This 
issue covers the period from Holy 
week, Eastertide and into Ordinary 
Time. Along with all our usual 
features, I am very pleased we have 
great geographic coverage of our 
Diocese with contributions featuring 
our Geymouth, Whataroa and 
Timaru parishes. A central feature 
covers the decision of our bishop to 
do everything possible to save the 
nave of our beautiful Cathedral of 
the Blessed Sacrament. We have 

a wonderful section focussing on 
consecrated life with some words 
from the Carmel.

It is great to see such vitality in 
our diocese. In the words of our last 
editor, Gerard Duignan, “Thanks to all 
contributors to Inform and to you for 
reading it! Please pass it on.”
In Christ,
Ken Joblin (Interim Editor)
Zac Ashley (Interim Assistant Editor)
Deadline for next issue: Friday 28 
August 2015

Beyond Job Descriptions, 
Office Doors and Working 
Hours
Working as a Parish Secretary in 
Ashburton, my nearest colleague is 100 
kilometres away. So, when the diocese 
sent out an invitation to join other 
parish secretaries and finance personnel 
in a formation day, it went straight into 
my diary!

More than twenty attended this 
formation day at Christ the King in 
Burnside. Following Mass, parish 
priest Fr Rick Loughnan spoke on the 
parish secretary in the mission of the 
Church. Immediately, I recalled my 
own job interview. My parish priest 
asked me why I was interested in the 
position. I replied that I regarded the 
role as a vocation as well as a job. This 
was an interesting topic of discussion. 
Our work is willingly and consciously 
a calling; extending well beyond 
our job description, office doors and 
working hours. Our work is not purely 
paperwork; it is also a calling of love 
— love for God and love for neighbour. 
The role of a parish secretary is diverse: 
each parish is unique, many secretaries 
work in isolation and with a broad set 
of responsibilities and so the day was a 
valuable opportunity to meet, put faces 
to names, share commonalities and 
empower each other with understanding 
and sharing, as well as reflection and 
prayer.
Karen Meehan — Parish Secretary
Catholic Parish of Mid Canterbury 
(Ashburton-Methven-Rakaia-Tinwald)

Fond Farewell
The Diocese wishes Rosalie Matthews 
every blessing as she takes up new 
employment with the Department of 
Corrections. Rosalie is the voice we so 
often encounter when we ring Cathedral 
House, and the welcoming presence we 
encounter when arriving there. Many 
thanks for all your good work over the 
last eight years.

Karen Meehan and Sarah Prendergast job share 
the secretary role at Mid Canterbury Parish.

E hoa ma, dear friends in Christ.
 I was overjoyed to discover recently 
that there is a chance that the nave 
of our glorious but wrecked Cathedral 
of the Blessed Sacrament might be 
salvageable.  A huge amount of work 
has been put in with regard to the 
Cathedral by the Cathedral Management 
Board.  Lance Ryan is the Chair, and its 
members are Fr Chris Friel, Kathryn 
Dalziel, Tony Sewell and Simon Pascoe.  
Eighteen scenarios for the future of 
the Cathedral were developed in great 
detail and scored, according to a number 
of standards.  Recent photographs 
show the interior of the nave to be still 
beautiful but only some deconstruction, 
and entry for inspection purposes, 

will reveal an 
accurate view 
of the state of 
the nave and 
whether it is 
feasible to save 
it.  If it is able 
to be saved, it 
would be used 
once again for 
the worship of 
God after being sealed at both front and 
back.
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Bishop’s Pastoral Office

New Complex Breaks Ground
If you have been to St Mary’s Pro-
Cathedral recently, you may have 
noticed some building activity close by.  
St Mary’s Pro-Cathedral Administrator 
is Fr Chris Friel.  He said that “After 
three years of development, our new 
parish complex finally broke ground a 
few weeks ago.  It is another welcomed 
re-start for our diocese and city.”

 The new development includes offices 
for use by the parish, an expanded 
Catholic Shop, a state of the art choir 
space, music and instrument storage 
areas, rehearsal room, library storage 
and kitchen facilities.  With new 
landscaping and improved off street car 
parking, the facility will be available 

A computer generated image of final 
design of the building development at 
St Mary’s Pro-Cathedral

St Joseph’s Primary School in Fairlie 
may be small in size, but the school 
of 45 students has shown they are 
big of heart by raising $13,000 for 
Caritas’ ongoing emergency relief 
work in Nepal. Aiming to raise just 
$1,000 by auctioning their own 
artworks and works donated by local 
artists, the students’ expectations 
were far exceeded by what became a 
community event. Held in early June, 
the charity art auction attracted more 
than 100 people and donations were 
made by more than 70 artists and 
local businesses.

Year 6 student Ben Pawsey came 
up with the idea of an art auction to 

for hire to other choirs and music 
groups to use.  It will also be a music 
events centre for the City.  “It marks a 
huge step forward and is a vital boost 
in morale for all those involved in the 
ministry of music,” said Pro-Cathedral 
Musical Director, Don Whelan. With 
performances and events both locally 
and internationally, the highly regarded 
CBS Choir and orchestra is an integral 
part of the diocese. The new facility will 
be very welcome. With the anticipated 
move back to the Cathedral, the plan is 
that the building will be re-deployed in 
the future. It is hoped the new building 
will be completed and opened in 
December 2015.

raise money for Nepal because art is 
his favourite subject and “hopefully 
it will help them rebuild their houses 
and repair all the destruction”.

“The students felt a special empathy 
for the people of Nepal because 
they remember the Christchurch 
earthquakes and have felt rumbles 
themselves in Fairlie,” said St Joseph’s 
Principal, Angela Marshall. Some 
people were concerned by news 
reports that money was not reaching 
people in Nepal, so I told the kids 
to call Caritas and ask whether the 
money raised will go directly to the 
people that need it.”

“New Zealand and Nepal have 
close ties, and Ben Pawsey is part of 
a new generation that continues to 
strengthen those bonds,” said Mark 
Mitchell, Humanitarian Programmes 
Coordinator for Caritas Aotearoa New 
Zealand. Caritas has so far provided 
much needed shelter, water, food and 
hygiene kits to more than 137,000 
Nepalese people in the worst affected 
areas of the country. In mid-June, 
Caritas received funds from students 
and teachers at St Joseph’s School.

Small School, Big Heart

Smartloving 
‘Breakthrough’
In May we were fortunate to attend the 
Smartloving ‘Breakthrough’ workshop 
given by Francine and Byron Pirola, 
directors of the Marriage Resource 
Centre in Australia. This workshop was 
hosted by the Christchurch Diocese 
Marriage Educators Committee.

The Breakthrough workshop is a 
new resource developed by the Pirolas 
who see that it is increasingly hard 
for married couples to commit to a 
full weekend retreat. Breakthrough 
provides many of the same benefits of 
a traditional weekend programme but 
is packaged in a half day format. It was 
very well received by around 20 couples. 
A series of short presentations alternated 
with times for private reflection. We 
looked at conflict resolution, forgiveness 
and tools for improving communication. 
The content was practical, grounded in 
Catholic theology and delivered with 
humour and candour. We were both 
amazed at how much quality material 
was covered in such a short time and 
delivered in a way that did not feel 
rushed or superficial.

A further session was provided in 
the afternoon for those involved in 
marriage education within the diocese. 
It explored the Spirituality of Marriage 
and identified the unique characteristics 
of this sacrament as lived out in our 
daily lives. It was a day well spent 
gaining insight and tools to refresh our 
relationship. If you get the opportunity 
to attend a Breakthrough workshop, we 
would highly recommend it.
For more, visit smartloving.org
Rob and Tracey Haughey
Marriage Educators — St Francis of Assisi 
Parish, Mairehau.

Rob and Tracey Haughey
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Bishop’s Office
Marriage Tribunal 
fees to end
The New Zealand Catholic Bishops 
have decided the marriage tribunal will 
no longer charge fees for the marriage 
annulment process. 

Cardinal John Dew, Moderator of 
the Tribunal, announced the decision 
on behalf of the Bishops saying “The 
Tribunal process is an important pastoral 
ministry within the Church at a very 
difficult time in people’s lives seeking 
an annulment of their marriage. The 
Bishops wanted to ensure that cost was 
no longer a barrier to people seeking an 
annulment.”

Those who are currently undertaking 
an annulment process have been 
informed by Tribunal staff of the change 
directly in relation to their particular 
circumstances. 

This decision was made at the April 
meeting of the Bishops Conference and 
time was needed to seek expert advice 
on tax matters and to inform current 
clients.

“We acknowledge that the fees people 
have paid in the past have helped in the 
development of the tribunal process that 
we have today,” Cardinal John said.

“The six Dioceses have always funded 
the bulk of the costs associated with 
the Tribunal’s operation. The Dioceses 
have pressures of their own, so we will 
need to find a way to fund what had 
previously been covered by the fees.”

“We will not be seeking or accepting 
donations from clients of the Tribunal. 
A donation is given without receiving 
a service in return. As clients of the 
Tribunal do receive a service, Inland 
Revenue would have an interest in 
whether in fact a donation by a client is 
actually a disguised fee without a GST 
component. Our decision to drop fees for 
annulments is purely pastoral: it is not 
an attempt to evade tax responsibilities. 
The Bishops will decide later this year 
whether they will ask the wider Catholic 
community for help in supporting the 
work of the Tribunal,” he said.

The annulment process is undertaken 
following a civil divorce. Those who 
would like to know more about 
engaging in this process should contact 
their local Diocesan office of the 
Tribunal. Details are also available on 
www.catholic.org.nz

I don’t know about you, but my sacred 
music memory begins in the 1970’s 
with the hymnal “Sing to the Lord”, a 
paperback publication of the Auckland 
diocese. Then we had “Sing Praise”, in 
hard cover, put out by the Archdiocese 
of Wellington and more recently in the 
1990’s, “Seasons of Grace” from the 
diocese of Palmerston North. These 
books were bought by parishes around 
the country, paid for and used. No need 
to worry about copyright as it was 
covered in the purchase price.

With the proliferation of musical 
styles, high quality and reliable 
photocopiers, the popular take-up 
of overhead projectors and now 
PowerPoint, it is easy to push words and 
music into new formats and custom-
make them for our parish needs. It is 
also easy to forget that words belong 
to poets and music to composers and 
potentially both to publishers. Unless 
sacred music is in the public domain, it 
may not be copied or stored without the 
correct copyright permissions. Copyright 
licences also need to take into account 
where music is to be sung and the 
context of its use.

Let’s be guided by the Gospel, respect 
these artisans who help us in prayer and 
ensure they receive what is justly due to 
them. By honouring their work, we will 
enable them to continue writing and 
composing for us. All six of our dioceses 
have agreed to work together to ensure 

Congratulations St. Vincent de Paul 
Society on the opening of your new shop 
serving the South Canterbury region. 
This building replaces a structure which 
became an earthquake risk. May your 
shop truly be a beacon of charity in the 
midst of South Canterbury.

Are You Licensed To Sing?
our use of music meets copyright law 
and ensure we are showing care for our 
musicians and composers. Stay tuned 
for forthcoming information from our 
diocese in honouring copyright in sacred 
music. For more, visit our National 
Liturgy Office website at  nlo.org.nz
Ken Joblin
Diocesan Liturgy Commission

 L to R, Ken Joblin, Fr Tony Harrison, 
Marianne Daly, and Mike Stopforth

Website messages
The diocesan website: www.chch.
catholic.org.nz advertises events 
happening within the diocese. As a 
parish, school, or church group you can 
list your event from the link on the home 
page under ‘events’.
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In the Diocese

Earlier this year, the Halswell branch of 
the Catholic Women’s League hosted 
an evening with comedian Mike King 
and coroner, Wallace Bain. They spoke 
to around 250 in the hall of Catholic 
Cathedral College. CWL members, 
parents, professionals and Young people 

In the Nurses Chapel Garden of 
Christchurch hospital, miracles have 
been happening. Here each Tuesday 
from 5-6pm and every third Saturday 
from 1-2pm, a peaceful prayer vigil is 
lovingly held. It is in honour of pre-
born infants, their families and all 
those affected by abortion. Already 
beautiful stories are emerging from 
the community, such as that of a man 
met by four young adults one rainy 
Tuesday night. Rosalie Hosking is a 
young PhD student and 40 Days for 
Life co-ordinator. She recounts: “While 
huddled under our umbrellas, we were 
spotted by a man wandering the garden. 
He approached, and inquired if we were 
praying, curious about our intentions. 
Once we explained our vigil for the end 
of abortion, his face filled with emotion. 
He recounted to us his own experience 

40 Days For Life 
Campaign
Bearing Fruit

NZ Suicide Rate higher than road toll

Mike King speaking to an audience at  
Cathedral College

heard Mike speak about youth suicide 
and his own journey with depression. 
His organisation is there 24/7 to support 
troubled teens. It was an amazing night 
in which we raised almost $3,000.00 
to support The Key to Life and the 
wonderful work they do to help our 

troubled young people. The rate of 
suicide in New Zealand is higher than 
this country’s road toll. Our help and 
support to prevent suicide in Aotearoa is 
paramount.

with losing two twin sons to abortion 
earlier in life and the pain and struggle 
it had caused him and his wife. He then 
joined us and prayed for the remainder of 
the vigil. It was beautiful to hear his story 
and aid his healing and showed all of us 
the importance of our presence.”

Daniel Cote Davis directs the Christchurch 40 
Days for Life Campaigns. Daniel stresses “we 
can truly change hearts and save lives. Since 
2007, 40 Days for Life knows of 10,331 lives 
saved globally through peaceful prayer, fasting 
and public witness. I’m excited to see what God 
has in store here in Christchurch”.
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Will New Zealand, in the future, 
embrace the right to die or be killed? 
And will this decision become the first 
step on the path to the compulsion to do 
so? This would be the intentional killing 
of those who are seriously ill or disabled 
who judge themselves to have such a 
poor quality of life that they feel they 
would be better off dead.
As New Zealanders have we become 
so individual in our outlook that we 
fear a lack of control and a dependence 
on community? There is a theory 
that the baby boomer generation has 
been one of such indulgence and 
blinkered selfishness, particularly in 
the area of building and nourishing 
community, that we now have the 
consequence of individualism being 
more important than interdependency. 
This legacy has been handed down to 
later generations who have also learnt 
to indulge themselves. We reap what 
we sow and become inhuman in the 
sense of community. We lose that core 
sense of human dignity, human worth 
and human equality. When that is 
lost, how can we surmise that we are 

Christian Unity
An ecumenical service to celebrate the 
Week of Prayer for Christian Unity was 
held in the Transitional Cathedral on 
Wednesday 20 May. The congregation, 
from different Christian faiths were 
warmly welcomed by Bishop Victoria 
Matthews and blessed by Bishop Barry 
Jones. This service and Ash Wednesday 
provide opportunities for Christians to 
come together to pray and sing praises 
to God. Kathy Simmons, appointed by 
our Bishop and the te Runanga o te Hahi 
Katorika ki Aotearoa to the NZ Catholic 
Bishops’ Conference Committee for 
Ecumenism and by Bishop Jones to the 
Diocesan Commission to Ecumenism, 
led the prayers of intercession.

This year, Inform is marking the 
centenary of the death of Bishop John 
Joseph Grimes, the first Catholic Bishop 
of Christchurch. We recently celebrated 
the Feast of Corpus Christi, featured in 
Bishop Grimes’ writings. The bishop’s 
love of the Eucharist animates his 
pastoral care and preaching.
 In his Lenten Pastoral letter of 1902, 
he recounts the dramatic tale of his 
near shipwreck the previous year when 
visiting his flock in remote South 
Westland. The “little steamer” was 
tossed at sea for eight days and nights, 
unable to land. It lost its only anchor 
and twice struck rocks. Sustained by 

Bishop On The Rocks
prayer, however, 
all ended well. 
“At length, on the 
beautiful Feast of 
Corpus Christi, the 
captain informed us 
that he thought we 
might land.” With 
much thanksgiving 
Mass was then 
celebrated “beneath 
the humble but hospitable roof of one of 
the inhabitants.”
 Bishop Grimes’ sermon for the feast 
also survives. He notes that “Maundy 
Thursday is, properly speaking, the 

Feast of the Blessed Sacrament”. He 
outlines how Corpus Christi became a 
First Class feast to be kept “with utmost 
solemnity”, as decreed in 1264. It was 
a revelation to a 16 year old Belgian 
novice, Juliana, he says, which started 
this process. He stresses that God often 
uses “the weak things”, including, of 
course, “a humble Virgin of Nazareth” 
and “twelve poor fishermen”.
 A day of celebration of Bishop Grimes 
and his achievements is planned for 
Sunday 13 September, with Mass at St 
Mary’s Pro-Cathedral and talks in the 
afternoon. Watch parish bulletins for 
more information.

Bishop Victoria 
Matthews 
& Bishop 
Barry Jones 
processing 
out during the 
recessional 
hymn.

Anti-Euthanasia

In June, Sr Mary Hanrahan RSM 
concluded eight years as our chaplain at 
Christchurch Hospital. Over that time Sr 
Mary gave pastoral ministry to patients, 
their families and staff. She reflects that 
her experience of hospital chaplaincy 
has been “wonderful. It’s very privileged 
work in this ministry, being with people 
when they are sick, being able to 
support them in difficult times. I have 
had huge support from staff and met 
older people whose daughters I have 
taught, as well as former colleagues who 
were patients in hospital. I have had 
some very remarkable experiences.”

The Changing of the Chaplaincy Guard
Bishop’s Pastoral Office Director 

Mike Stopforth said “we have been 
well served by Sr Mary in her eight 
years with us. Sr Mary has provided 
the compassionate care of the Church 
to those in need. She always gave 
generously of her time to those who 
needed her in this most important 
ministry. She was never in a hurry and 
gave every patient the time they needed 
with her, either in prayer or just taking 
the time to talk with them.”

Hospital Customer Services Manager, 
Joy Sixtus observed that Sr Mary was 
“Often unnoticed in the busyness 

of the day, Sr Mary has quietly been 
a warm and comforting presence: 
listening, supporting and encouraging 
us all through the many challenges 
arising from trauma, illness and loss, 
not to mention the stresses during and 
since the earthquakes. This amazing 
woman has been keeping our spiritual 
heart uplifted and safe and will be 
greatly missed.” The bishop and the 
diocese thank her most sincerely for 
her giftedness in this corporal work of 
mercy.

I had the privilege of interviewing Sr 
Mary for “Sounds Catholic”  
www.chch.catholic.org.
nz/radio

worthy of love or consideration from 
those who also subscribe to the theory 
of autonomy? How many times have 
we heard the words “I’ll determine 
when I die” or “I’m not going to linger” 
and “I’m not going to be a burden,” 
words that continue the denial of our 
humanity.
We need to teach interdependence 
against individualism and we need 
courageous politicians who will pursue 
and protect human dignity.
Barbara Te Mihi, CCJP

Renee Joubert, 
of Euthanasia-
Free NZ 
spoke at Te 
Rangimarie 
Centre 
recently. She 
is pictured 
with elder 
Tatiana Pimm 
who was 
present to 
welcome and 
support her.
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Around the Parishes
These days many go to the gym for physical exercise. Earlier 
this year, two groups of around 20 committed themselves to 
the Spiritual Exercises at St Joseph’s Parish, Papanui. The 
following comments highlight aspects of this retreat time: 
“supported by small group sharing and hearing others talk 
about their prayer and faith”; “experienced Jesus as my 
friend”; “was peaceful and relaxed after each exercise”; “very 
affirming of my faith”; “the experience of reflective music 
and silent prayer in a large group”; “has helped me to talk 
about my faith with my non-Catholic partner”; “linking with 
parishioners at the deep level of prayer.”

The retreatants followed the long, rich tradition of St 
Ignatius Loyola who published the Spiritual Exercises in 1548. 
Our retreatants engaged in the First Spiritual Exercises, made 
over 22 days in daily life. This retreat, about finding God in all 
things, follows a simple programme to develop a structure for 
contemplative Scripture-based prayer. Retreatants committed 
themselves, if possible, to a set time of prayer each Monday 
to Thursday. Sunday prayer is linked to preparing for the 
celebration of the Eucharist. Friday and Saturday are rest 
days from the retreat. Retreatants met weekly for two hours 
either in the morning or evening. Together they engaged in 
contemplative prayer; small group sharing on the previous 
week’s prayer and received their prayer for the next week. 
The retreat was led by Kevin Gallagher assisted by four group 
leaders. As a follow-up, ten of the retreatants are exploring 
forming a Christian Life Community, founded by St. Ignatius 
and one of the oldest existing lay groups in the Church.
Kathleen Rushton RSM (parishioner and group leader)

CWL Branches Care for Creation
April saw 19 branches of our Catholic Women’s league 
converge at Greymouth for their 79th annual Diocesan 
Conference. Bishop Barry Jones offered the Mass and 
was joined at the altar by our Diocesan Chaplain, Fr John 
Morrison. All 19 branches of the Diocese were represented 
with members travelling to Greymouth by bus or private car. 
Both our National President Kay Blackburn and Secretary 
Stephanie Swann attended and both gave dynamic and 
stimulating addresses. Our theme for the Conference was 
“Caring for Creation”, an appropriate theme as the West Coast 
is economically dependent on natural resources. A highly 
successful Conference.

Left to right: Mrs Val Langley incoming Diocesan 
President, Mrs Maree O’Neill retiring Secretary 
and Mrs Zella McGirr outgoing President.

St Joseph’s Gym Venue for Retreat

Mary Catherwood RSM leads the Daily Examen.

Left to right: Paula Baudet, Teresa Hall, 
Lyn Gallagher (leader), Irene Maguire 
(parish assistant) and Anthony Minh.
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Religious
RNDM Sisters-150 years in NZ
The Sisters of Our Lady of the Missions are currently 
celebrating the 150th anniversary of their first school in New 
Zealand. Euphrasie Barbier started the RNDM Congregation 
(Religieuses de Notre Dame des Missions) Sisters of Our Lady 
of the Missions in 1861. Within only four years, she had her 
first Sisters arriving in Napier to open Sacred Heart College in 
1865.

Catholic Cathedral College recently marked this anniversary 
with a commemorative assembly and welcomed all the 
Mission Sisters currently residing in Christchurch. Sr Anne 
Sklenars from Waikato was our special guest, together with 
Sr Amelda Lindsay — Principal of Sacred Heart College from 
1974 through to 1987 and then the first Principal of Catholic 
Cathedral College.

The first three Mission Sisters arrived in Christchurch 
in 1868 to open Sacred Heart Primary School, which soon 
became Sacred Heart College. The Mission Sisters then 
started a number of primary schools in the diocese. St Anne’s 
Woolston, St James Aranui, New Brighton Catholic, Sacred 
Heart Addington, St Peter’s Beckenham, Our Lady Star of 
the Sea Sumner, St Joseph’s Rangiora, St Patrick’s Kaiapoi, 
and St Joseph’s Ashburton are all continuing to serve their 
communities with the charism of the Mission Sisters.

More than half the students at Catholic Cathedral College 
attended one of these primary schools and so the charism 
of the Mission Sisters continues to be important to us. The 
Sisters have made a very significant contribution to the 
provision of Catholic education in this diocese for which we 
give thanks.

Our Sisters of Nazareth
The Sisters of Nazareth have ministered in the Christchurch 
diocese since 1905, providing a home and care for children and 
the elderly as the times demanded. Our ministry with children 
ended formally in the eighties; our commitment to the care of 
the elderly continues.

Since mid-2012, the Sisters of Nazareth in Christchurch 
have lived comfortably in their temporary convent: three, 
individual, ‘quick-start’, three-bedroom houses built towards 
the rear of the Brougham Street property. The houses are 
joined by an attractive decked area which allows undercover 
access to each house. A new, purpose-built convent will be part 
of the rebuild.

Nazareth House as it was before the earthquake in February 
2011, is completely demolished. The first stage of the 
redevelopment, sixteen retirement villas, is almost completed 
with further stages under way. Some villas in Stage 1 are 
occupied already. When completely rebuilt, the new complex 
will also provide rest home and hospital care, and a dementia 
secure unit. This will enable us to develop a community of care 
which will provide a safe, secure and vibrant environment for 
all who wish to make Nazareth their home.

The four sisters who presently reside at Nazareth continue 
to live their community religious life as before: ministering, as 
necessary, to the guests in residence. Daily Mass is celebrated 
by the retired priests living at Nazareth. We are blessed indeed.

Pamela Arthurs, 
Principal St Peter’s 
Beckenham, Sr 
Imelda Lindsay, 
Aimee Fields, 
Jayla Dawson 
from St Peter’s, 
Rick Stone, DRS 
Catholic Cathedral 
College planting a 
French Pear Tree, 
“Bon Chretien” to 
mark this special 
occasion.
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We are Missionary, Marist, Religious. 
Our particular charism is God’s 
Mission, lived in the spirit of Mary. 
For us this means building bridges 
between people, cultures, religions. 

SMSM are members of the Marist 
Family, together with the Marist 
Fathers and Brothers (SM); Marist 
Brothers (FMS); Marist Sisters (SM) 
and Marist laity. We are engaged in 
missionary service in 24 different 
countries — in Africa, South America, 
Pacific Islands, Australia, USA and NZ. In international 
communities, we live together, we pray together and witness 
to God’s love which unites us.

We originated with the departure of lay missionary Marie 
Francoise Perroton. She left France for the missions of the 
Marist Fathers in Oceania in 1845 and spent her life in Wallis 
and Futuna. Other women from France and Oceania joined 
her. After years of searching for the best way to be missionary, 
Marist and religious living in community, we became 
Missionary Sisters of the Society of Mary in 1931.

Although there has never been a foundation of SMSM on 
the mainland of the Diocese, SMSM staffed the Waitangi 
Hospital in the Chatham Islands for over fifty years until 
1999. We treasure beautiful memories of our mission in this 
isolated part of the Christchurch Diocese, and in response to a 
request from newly consecrated Bishop Barry Jones, we were 
very happy to return to the Diocese. At least twenty Sisters 
have come from the Christchurch Diocese, and many more 
from further south. Srs Bertha and Marietta moved into the 
Presbytery at Our Lady of Perpetual Help Parish, St Albans on 

On the Feast of the Most Holy Trinity Parish the participants 
in our RCIA programme were welcomed as full members of 
the Catholic Church at Holy Trinity Parish Bryndwr and 
received the Sacraments of Initiation
From left: Sr Bertha, Jocelyn Rhodes, Kent Deitemeyer, Father 
Chris Orr, Shayn Hamilton, Kylie Short, Kym Will.

Left: Sisters Bertha and Marietta with members of the 
Marian Mothers - at their Christmas Prayer Meeting. 
Above: Sisters Bertha and Marietta - Community Prayer. 
Below left: Sister Bertha, Bianca and Sister Marietta - a 
St Vincent de Paul Christmas visit.

Missionary Sisters of the Society Of Mary: SMSM
Motto: For the glory of God and the honour of Mary ...

28 March 2008. Both Sisters have worked in Fiji, 
Samoa, the Solomon Islands, New Zealand and 
are now pastoral workers in Holy Trinity Parish, 
Bryndwr.

As members of the wider Marist family, we 
look forward to 2016, when we will celebrate 
200 years since the first Marists made the 
commitment to found the Society of Mary at 
Fourviere, Lyons. The vision that inspired them 
continues to call us into the future.
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Bishop Barry Jones has accepted a 
recommendation from the Cathedral 
Management Board to apply for a 
Section 38 notice, under the CER Act, 
to partially deconstruct areas of our 
Cathedral which are damaged beyond 
viable repair. This partial deconstruction 
will allow us to take all reasonable steps 
to retain the nave of the church.

Lance Ryan is the chairman of the 
Cathedral Management Board. He said 
that “by carefully deconstructing badly 
damaged parts of the church around 
the nave, engineers would then be 
able to get inside the nave itself. They 
will undertake an in-depth study of 
the state of the nave and condition of 
the land on which it is built.. Those 
studies could then reveal if the nave is 
too badly damaged to be saved, or the 
ground conditions too unsuitable, and 
in that case we would have no option 
but to move to a full demolition of the 
Cathedral. However, from what we have 
been able to ascertain, we believe that 
the beautiful nave can be saved,” he 
said.

Throughout the assessment process, 
the Cathedral Management Board has 
consulted extensively with Heritage 
New Zealand, CERA, the City Council 
and many others. “There was a long 
period last year where we thought the 

only viable option would be a complete 
demolition, but we were always mindful 
of the Bishop’s desire to save the 
Cathedral if viably possible,” said Lance 
Ryan.

He went on to say that the very early 
costings to replace the Cathedral with 
a ‘like for like’ came out at about $110 
million. “The cheapest option was to 
just demolish the Cathedral and start 
afresh sometime in the future when 
we had attended to many of the other 
buildings, churches and schools in the 
Diocese. We also looked at options to 
retain parts of the Cathedral such as the 
north wall as a relic, or use the footprint 
of the demolished church to form a relic 

garden but they did not sit easy with us 
and with the parties that we consulted.”

“It was during our wide consultation 
process that we sat down with Sir Miles 
Warren and he re-visited an earlier idea 
that we looked at which involved saving 
the nave. Sir Miles put forward a plan 
that was more brutal than anything 
previously considered but showed how 
it would be possible to deconstruct the 
badly damaged areas around it and 
then build back a sanctuary, narthex 
and transepts at a later date when the 
budget and fund-raising allowed. In his 
words, the real beauty of the Cathedral 
of the Blessed Sacrament is the inside 
and the most beautiful part of the inside 

Saving the Nave
Thursday 28 May, 2015
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will generate a lot of fund-raising 
support.”

 Keith Beal said that the Cathedral 
is central to our overall earthquake 
recovery plan. “Having certainty over 
the Cathedral allows the rest of the 
rebuild programme to commence in 
earnest, something the whole Diocese 
is keen to progress: Bishop Barry was 
always insistent that the Cathedral was 
to be included in the overall repair and 
rebuild programme for the Diocese, and 
not a stand-alone project.”

The plan for the Cathedral is part of 
the same plan for the whole Diocese 
and being able to announce our 
intention today signals the beginning 
of sharing the wider plan. This plan 
focusses on re-opening those churches 
that are currently closed as soon as 
practically possible, sometimes using 
temporary solutions, preserving our 
heritage buildings where viable, to 
work with parishes on the designs for 
new churches and to make sure all our 
buildings are safe and strong. Over the 
coming weeks there will be more news 
on the plans for every parish; already 
some of you know of our intentions to 
repair and strengthen your church.

 The Cathedral is registered as 
Category 1 with Heritage New 
Zealand. It is a Group 1 building in the 
Christchurch City Plan. It is recognised 
as the finest renaissance-styled building 
in Australasia and is listed as having 
national and international significance.

was the public area, the nave.”
Keith Beal is Property and 

Development Manager for the Diocese. 
He said that “Originally we looked at 
every realistic option for the Cathedral. 
In the end we had a short list of four 
(see example below) and the ‘retain 
nave’ option achieved consistently 
strong scores throughout all stages, with 
the highest for heritage and community 
acceptance,” he said.

 The Diocese received a global 
insurance settlement of $107 million of 
which $73 million was for its churches. 

These funds have 
been pooled for 
the greater good 
in order to ensure 
there is enough to 
fund the recovery 
of the entire 
Diocese. Insurance 
payments aside, 
the Diocese 
believes that over 
the next 10 years it 
will need to fund-
raise a total of $28 
million to cover 
all its rebuilding 
and repair work. 

It aims to do this via an international 
fund-raising campaign targeting large 
global philanthropic foundations and 
funds.

 The Diocese has put a cap of $45 
million on the cathedral project (this 
includes costs of deconstruction) and 
is looking to fund-raise as part of this 
total. The project plans to restore the 
nave in the first phase of work, followed 
by the addition of a new sanctuary, with 
future phases adding a new narthex 
(entrance area and lobby), transepts (a 
wider cross section at the head of the 
nave) and possibly a bell tower(s). In 
total, it will take a minimum of four 
years from when work begins to get to 
this stage.

 Lance Ryan said that “While careful 
deconstruction may be the more 
expensive option, it allows us to take a 
really good look and confirm what we 
are all convinced is possible. We will, of 
course, continue to salvage and record 
precious artefacts as we progress, just 
as we did when making the building 
safe. Although these costs could reach 
$6 million, we feel this is a fantastic 
opportunity to retain a major part of this 
beautiful cathedral and one we believe 
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Religious

Pope Francis designated 2015 as the 
Year for Consecrated Life. To ensure a 
worthy celebration, Bishop Jones formed 
a committee to assist the diocese in 
marking this special year. A key event 
was the celebration of Mass on the Feast 
of the Annunciation in the chapel of the 
Carmelite Monastery. It was held there 
to allow the cloistered Carmelite sisters 
to join with their apostolic brothers and 
sisters in the renewal of their vows.

The solemnity of the Annunciation of 
the Lord was a fitting day to celebrate, 
as Mary was invited to be the Mother 
of God and responded by accepting the 
call. Religious, too, respond to a call to 
consecrate their lives to God through 
the three vows of chastity, poverty and 
obedience. It was a “graced occasion” 
in that a generic vow formula was used, 
which allowed the Carmelites to come 
to the grill and renew their vows along 
with the apostolic religious priests, 
brothers and sisters of the diocese.

A hymn had been composed for this 
special year entitled “Wake the World” 
which, once learned, was sung with one 
voice as a recessional on this special 
feast. At the offertory the Carmelites 
sang a motet based on a poem composed 
by St John of the Cross, “How well I 
know the living Fount”.

 Afternoon tea followed, beautifully 
prepared by the Sisters and an 
opportunity given to visit with them in 
their visitors’ room. Thus many of those 

“Wake the world with sounding joy!” The 
hymn specially composed for this Year of 
Consecrated Life was sung with enthusiasm. 
We are not sure if we succeeded in waking the 
world, but the world with its joys and sorrows 
was certainly enfolded in our prayers in this 
special celebration together.

What a wonderful chosen garden of 
God! The attractiveness of the garden is 
the fragrance of Christ offered to the world 
unceasingly by these men and women 
following Him today. The variety of those 
present created the originality of the garden. 
It was wonderful to be with so many religious 
who had laboured so long in the vineyard. 
Very moving to all renew our Vows together 
and then to meet them afterwards. 

From our side we could hear what sounded 
like a very full Chapel, or was it a very 
enthusiastic congregation or both!?? The cup 

of tea afterwards was a great opportunity for 
us to catch up on old and new acquaintances, 
meet new Sisters or put names to faces.

I felt the joy of being with these Sisters in 
praying together at this Mass. My impression 
of this Mass in a few words is: “Rejoice so 
highly favoured One!” The theme of Bishop 
Barry’s homily was appropriately “Rejoice” 
It was a well organised Mass and we rejoiced 
to witness with so many of our Brothers and 
Sisters, the renewal of our Vows together in 
the presence of our Bishop. To be with so 
many Priests, Brothers and Sisters, with the 
seminarians serving, was a witness to the 
Gospel message of joy that Pope Francis wants 
of us as consecrated men and women. We 
should have this Mass annually here!

It was truly a splendiferous occasion! 
Gathered round our Bishop with many priests 
and religious. It was great to be with those 
who have worked so hard over the years quietly 
working among hundreds of men and women 
to bring the Lord’s presence into everyday 
lives. We deeply appreciate this witness, as 
being cloistered we pray so much for the 
evangelisation of the world. It is through the 
active religious that God can shine out in this 
world as His witnesses. We work down in the 
boilers while you co-workers on deck bring the 
Kingdom to the world! GK Chesterton put it 
well: “We’re all in the same boat and we’re all 
a bit seasick!” Well, that day was like we had 
all met to celebrate a big party on board. It 
was fun, it was memorable and it was a joy.

A soul consecrated to God does not belong 
to itself or creatures, but to God alone. 
The gathering of us all on the Feast of the 
Annunciation emphasised this beautifully. 
The Fiat: the selflessness of many priests and 
religious that will never be known — let alone 
their interior riches. The consecrated life is to 
live in intimate union with God — then to 
leave the cloister of the heart to make Him 
known and loved.

Comments on the Mass 
for Consecrated Life: 

Sons of the 
Most Holy 
Redeemer.

A “First” At Carmel

present, both monastic and apostolic, 
gained an opportunity to meet face to 
face for the first time, to the delight of 
all concerned.
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Religious
Beatitudes 
Community Twins 
Celebrate 25 Years 
No, they are not identical or even 
fraternal twins. Sr Agnes Mead and 
Sr Marie-Jeanne Loko are “professed 
consecrated twins”. They made their 
first vows together on 31 January 1990 
in the Beatitudes Community household 
in New Caledonia. 25 years on, they are 
celebrating their jubilee year together in 
New Zealand. Not even in their wildest 
dreams would they have imagined they 
would be in the same house for this 
milestone. Since making their first vows 
together, they have, separately, lived 
in different parts of France and other 
places such as Medjugorje for Sr Agnes 
and Africa for Sr Marie-Jeanne. It is 
the Good Lord’s humour to have them 
celebrate 25 years together and this 
makes the sisters happy.

The sisters’ jubilee was celebrated on 
Saturday 11 April 2015. Like any great 
celebration, it began with a beautiful 
mass celebrated by Rev Fr John Adams 
and con-celebrated by Rev Frs Denis 
Nolan and Kevin Foote, all special 
friends of the community. The sisters 
selected their favorite hymns for the 
Mass music that was led by Ken Joblin. 
The little community chapel was filled 
with families and friends.

Mass was followed by a shared lunch 
made up of wonderful delights brought 
by everyone. Dessert was “danced” into 
the dining room; at the head of the 
procession was a chocolate berry gateau 
that was cut up and shared by all that 
attended. Each sister took time to thank 
everyone and share a little insight of 
their lives. Both were truly happy with 
their 25 years of ministry and very 
thankful to their wonderful Love and 
Spouse who has carried them through 
and given them the grace to live out the 
vows they professed 25 years ago to Him.

The Beatitudes Community began 
in France over 40 years ago and is 
one of the “new communities” born 
after Vatican II. It now has 44 houses 
worldwide. The New Zealand house 
recently celebrated its 20th anniversary.

Under the support and guidance of the 
Holy See, the Community is currently 
establishing our new statutes with the 
aim of becoming recognised canonically 
as an “Ecclesial Family of Consecrated 
Life.” A fundamental part of the 
Community’s charism involves uniting 
members of all states of life (priests, 
consecrated brothers and sisters, married 
couples and single lay people), who 
share a vocation of prayer and fraternal 
communion. We combine a marked 
contemplative dimension with numerous 
apostolic and missionary activities.

Only a small group of sisters are 
present in New Zealand — but we have 

Spotlight on the Beatitudes

great hope that this will change over 
time: a “friends of the lamb” group for 
lay people has recently begun and there 
is a promise that community priests will 
join the house in a few years.

The Beatitudes Sisters are part of the 
Tertiary Chaplaincy team with chaplain 
Fr Clément CSJ and chaplaincy co-
ordinator Ken Joblin. We are often 
called upon to give teachings or facilitate 
retreats for various groups in the diocese 
and throughout New Zealand. We also 
offer special ways of sharing in the 
Community’s liturgy and spirituality at 
our monastery in Leithfield. Groups or 
individuals are welcome to stay with 
us and share our rhythm of life, remain 
apart in silence, or receive spiritual 
guidance. The Beatitudes Community is 
also working, with the diocese, towards 
a long-term dream of developing a 
spiritual retreat centre.
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Around the Parishes
Many of the hopeful gold miners on the 
West Coast in the 1860’s were Irish and 
Catholic. The church quickly responded 
to the miners’ spiritual needs and on 10 
December 1865, Mass was celebrated 
in Greymouth by the first Parish Priest, 
Fr Emmanuel Royer, in the newly built 
St Patrick’s Church in Arney Street. 
Bishop Viard came from Wellington to 
Greymouth in the following year on 17 
June 17 to bless the new church. There is no doubt that he 
would have travelled by sea to and from Greymouth for the 
occasion as overland travel on the West Coast at that time was 
a time-consuming, dangerous and arduous activity. Within 
10 years of Bishop Viard’s visit, Fr Columb had drowned 
while crossing a river on his parish duties and Fr Belliard had 
succumbed to pneumonia. They are both buried in the Karoro 
Cemetery near Greymouth.

The Catholic faith came with the early gold miners and was 
encouraged firstly by the French and then Irish missionary 
priests and continued to flourish with the coming of the 
Sisters of Mercy and later the Marist Brothers who set up 
Catholic schools wherever there was a need. Many holy priests 
have followed Father Royer with two of them, Dean Carew 
(1884-1917) and Monsignor James Long (1921-1963), setting 
records by between them running the parish for more than 
half of its existence.

The first Bishop of Christchurch was Bishop Grimes and 
on Pentecost Sunday in 1888 on his first visit to his western 
brethren he blessed and officially opened a second St Patricks 
Church in Chapel Street, Greymouth. How old is the Parish 
of Greymouth? The mathematicians tell us that St Patricks 
Parish will be 150 years old this year. Over the years the parish 
has produced many nuns, brothers and priests plus many 
fine citizens and has been served by a myriad of wonderful 
priests, Marist Brothers and Sisters of Mercy. Two priests from 
our parish and the Marist Brothers School have been named 
Bishops of the Church, Bishop Dennis Hanrahan RIP who 
served as Bishop of our diocese and Bishop Peter Brown CSSR 
who is at present the Bishop of American Samoa.

The new St Patrick’s Church in Chapel St was the principal 
landmark of Greymouth especially after the new bell-tower 
and spire were added in 1906. Unfortunately the spire and 
bell-tower had to be removed in 1965 and earthquake worries 
saw a third St Patrick’s Church rise on a new site in 1994 in 
High St. The new church was completed by a tireless building 

committee led by Monsignor Gerry 
O’Connor and Mr John Doocey. Many 
of the impressive features of the old 
church moved south and the most 
impressive was the magnificent stained 
glass window set in the wall above 
the altar and depicting the Coronation 
of Our Lady by her Divine Son. This 
feature was donated in memory of 
the soul of Felix Campbell, an early 

parishioner, by his daughter, Mrs Dennehy. Not far behind in 
importance was the beautiful and refurbished Hobday Organ 
which continues to provide beautiful music in the new church.

A Jubilee Committee is busy planning a celebration of 
150 years of St Patrick’s Parish on 20-22 November. Anyone 
involved in any way in the parish over the years is most 
welcome to join us for a weekend of remembering, fun and 
celebration. For more details or to register for the weekend 
please contact the Re-union Committee, C/- Parish Office, 40 
High St, Greymouth, or via st_patricksgreymouth@hotmail.
com (With acknowledgements to past historians including Fr Ernie 
Simmons RIP, Fr Miles O’Malley RIP and Fr John Adams.)

Shepherd or Orchardist?
The South Westland parish is about 250km long and includes 
five towns and five churches. With an ever-decreasing 
population, as farms become more mechanised and 
computerized, maintenance is an increasing problem.

Three years ago the parish bought a used cherry-picker and 
this has proved very useful for maintenance, particularly for 
painting the roofs of the churches. To paint a large roof these 
days costs thousands of dollars, with much of the cost being 
spent on scaffolding.

Three years ago Fr. Mahoney painted the roof of the Haast 
church using the cherrypicker and Haast parishioners painted 
the walls. It saved many thousands of dollars. This summer 
the cherrypicker was used for painting the Whataroa church 
roof, and again, thousands of dollars were saved. Fr. Mahoney 
did the preparation work, which involved re-nailing the roof 
with tec-screws, treating the rust, wire-brushing and priming 
the iron, most of which is original, over eighty years old. The 
final coat was sprayed for nothing by Kevin Hansen and Kelsi 
Rayner, the Whataroa painters.

St Patrick’s, Greymouth Sesqui-centenary

Cherrypicker in use by 
parish priest, Fr. Mike 
Mahoney.
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On ANZAC weekend, I flew to the Chatham Islands to 
represent the Missionary Sisters of the Society of Mary 
(SMSMS) at the unveiling of the Storyboard. This plaque 
documents 50 years of the SMSMS on the Chatham Islands, 
from 1949 to 1999. It was a delight to fly direct to the 
Chathams from Auckland. This was a 100% improvement on 
the travel experiences of most SMSMS in former days, when 
the Hercules left from Christchurch. Diane Gregory-Hunt of 
Pitt Island came across to give us a very warm welcome. Our 
host, Eddie Fisher, drove us to Waitangi where we stopped 
for a short prayer at the grave of Sr Mary Ignatius (Sr Ig). 
Early on the Saturday morning, we were privileged to be 
present for the ANZAC Day service held on the marae. We 
then had breakfast at the Fire Brigade office, before the 
march down to “The Den” for the flag-raising ceremony. On 
Sunday, Fr John O’Connor celebrated Mass. Because the priest 
comes only every few months, Mass is a big occasion and 
includes numerous extras such as the giving out of Baptismal 
certificates and the commissioning of extraordinary ministers 
of Holy Communion.

We then walked down from the Church to the hospital 
where the unveiling of the plaque took place. We waited at 
the gate until Hararua Daymond called us up the driveway. 
Speakers included Pat Smith and George Hough along with 
current mayor, Albert Preece. I offered some thoughts on 
behalf of our congregation.

We appreciated the genuine affection the people expressed 
for all that the sisters have given in their fifty years of service 
there and reassured us that the seeds sown, sometimes in 
tears, are bearing a rich harvest.
Sr M Aidan Colgan, smsm

Marist Brothers in 
Christchurch
The Marist Brothers were founded in 1817 by St Marcellin 
Champagnat, a priest of the southern French diocese of Lyons. 
While a young curate, he was called one day to a dying boy 
in his parish. Fr Champagnat was horrified to find that the 
young boy was completely ignorant of the truths of our faith. 
He brought together a group of young men whom he trained 
as teachers and catechists, called them the Little Brothers 
of Mary and placed them under the protection of Mary the 
Mother of God.

Though Fr Champagnat died in 1840, he saw some of his 
Brothers leave for the Mission of the South Pacific. The first 
Brothers in New Zealand arrived with Bishop Pompallier 
in 1838 and served in the Maori missions with the Marist 
Fathers. It was not until 1872 that the first teaching 
Brothers arrived in New Zealand and in 1888 they came to 
Christchurch. They taught in the school begun in Barbadoes 
Street by Mr O’Connor.

In 1945 this school became Xavier College and remained 

so until 1987 when it amalgamated with the neighbouring 
Sacred Heart College and became known as Catholic Cathedral 
College. The number of Brothers in New Zealand had declined 
considerably by then and today there are only four Brothers 
living and working in Christchurch.

The Brothers were founded to help the education of youth. 
Two of us, Brs Osmund Macnamara and Alan Henley live 
in community in Burnside, coming in on a regular basis 
as teacher aides to Catholic Cathedral 
College. Br Osmund is also a chaplain at 
Christchurch Prison. Brs Denis Turner 
and Mark Oliver live in Wigram. Br Mark 
comes in daily to help in the intermediate 
Department of Catholic Cathedral College. 
Br Denis Turner helps out as a chaplain in 
Christchurch Hospital.

Over recent years the Brothers have 
endeavoured to build up a Champagnat 
Marist Family lay partnership to further 
the charism bequeathed us by our 
founder. Each year, the head secondary 
students of those schools with Marist 
affiliations throughout New Zealand have 
been invited to Auckland. They spend the 
weekend exploring various aspects of our 
Marist heritage.

Chatham Gratitude  
for a Half Century
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Around the Parishes

Hikoi ki Te Waipounamu
133 years ago the men of Parihaka were 
incarcerated in the South Island for 
peacefully protesting the confiscation 
of their legal land for immigrant 
settlement. In March 150 Ngaruahine 
descendants of made a pilgrimage from 
Taranaki to Christchurch, Dunedin and 
Hokitika visiting the places of their 
ancestors’ detention and, for a few, 
internment. In Hokitika, an apology 
was accepted from the Treaty Minister, 
Chris Finlayson, to finalise their  Treaty Settlement.

Pa Peter Conaghan sm, the retired Taranaki Maori 
Missioner, met some of his ex-parishioners while they were 
in Christchurch. Here he is reminiscing with kaumatua, Ray 
Edwards. Two weeks later they were together again on a 
religious pilgrimage to Europe led by Pa Peter.

It was during the time of the persecution of 
Christians that my story begins. In second 
century Rome, there lived a boy by the name of 
Tarcisius who undertook a most dangerous job. 
He would take the Blessed Sacrament down to 
the Catacombs, where many Christians hid in fear 
of being killed by the Roman soldiers. Because of 
his deep love of Our Lord, Tarcisius always carried 
the Blessed Sacrament in a pouch, hidden inside 
his garment nearest his heart. Each day he would 
secretly walk over the dry, parched, stony ground, 
carrying our Lord and knowing that he could be 
caught at any time.

On one particular day, some Roman teenagers 
saw Tarcisius stealthily heading for the 
Catacombs. They began threatening and bullying him. Because 
he took no notice of them, they began stoning him until he 
could no longer walk. So engrossed were they in attacking 
him, that they failed to notice a nearby soldier witnessing 
their terrible actions. He chased them away and then came to 
the bleeding, bruised body of Tarcisius.

Though in a weakened state, Tarcisius was able to tell the 
soldier he was carrying Holy Communion into the Catacombs 
to give to some Christians. The soldier took pity on him and 
assisted him to bring our Lord down to them. When the 

Jesus Visits Our Sick and Housebound
Christians saw him, they were appalled at his 
condition and tried to help him. Sadly, it was too 
late.

Tarcisius died a happy death, knowing he had 
carried Our Lord so near to his heart. Having 
seen the faith and bravery of this young boy, the 
soldier himself converted to Christianity.

You may wonder why I have recalled this story 
of St Tarcisius. Like him, I feel so privileged to 
be able to take the Body of our Lord in my pyx 
nearly every Sunday to people who are either 
sick or housebound. These people are truly an 
inspiration to me. They are always so thankful 
and happy to be able to receive Jesus. He gives 
them hope, joy and peace. I have come to know 

them so well and cannot help but admire the way they 
share their faith. They are truly Catholic and NOT TO BE 
FORGOTTEN.

We have a number of Extraordinary Ministers of Holy 
Communion in our parishes who are so dedicated to this 
special ministry. They visit villages, hospital and homes. If 
you are interested in giving your time to this ministry, contact 
your parish offic, your priest or someone you may know who is 
already taking Our Lord to the sick. 
Bev Joblin, Extraordinary Minister of Holy Communion

Visiting the Sick with Our Lord
In March, Sr Eleanor Capper held a Workshop for Extraor-
dinary Ministers of Holy Communion who take our Lord 
to the Sick in South Canterbury. Holy Family Parish in 
Timaru hosted Ministers from Opihi, Waimate and Fairlie. 
35 attended and they were given both spiritual and practi-
cal direction for this important ministry.

Left: South Canterbury Ministers to the Sick meet at Holy Family 
Parish Timaru.
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Around the Parishes

Perpetual Adoration of the Blessed 
Sacrament has been going on for 
over a year at St Gregory’s Chapel in 
Bishopdale. This is a great cause of hope 
for our diocese. It is also vital for the 
young generation of Catholic children 
to “encounter the living God”, both 
during and outside school time, most 
especially those preparing for First 
Holy Communion. I recall the words of 
Pope Benedict XVI, “I also recommend 
that, in their catechetical training, and 
especially in their preparation for First 
Holy Communion, children be taught 
the meaning and the beauty of spending 
time with Jesus, and help to cultivate a 
sense of awe before his presence in the 
Eucharist”. (Sacramentum Caritatis)

Many Catholics may not understand 
why the last four popes have 
emphasised the urgency to spend time 
in Eucharistic adoration along with 
faithful participation in the Mass. Let 
us then listen to some of their thoughts, 

Cathedral musical 
director Don Whelan 
conducts his choir and 
orchestra in Bach’s 
beautiful setting of the 
St. John Passion in 
our Pro-Cathedral on 
Good Friday evening. 
Along with Liszt’s “Via 
Crucis”, this is the 
40th consecutive year 
in which our Cathedral 
Choir has deepened 
our experience of 
Holy Week with these 
works.

Many gathered at Te Rangimarie Centre 
recently for a surprise 70th birthday 
party for highly respected member 
of the Samoan and wider Catholic 
community, Misitasi Tauti Tala Tanielu. 
Here he is amongst family and friends, 
including Fr Paulo and Mission Sisters, 
Barbara and Martina.

At Te Rangimarie

Pentecost Sunday was celebrated at 
Te Rangimarie Centre with Prayers of 
the Faithful offered in eight languages. 
Although the congregation is small, 
the community has people adept in 
speaking a variety of languages who all 
enjoy and contribute to the Maori Mass 
celebrated each Sunday at midday.
Front row: Michelle Lye (Indonesian), Trinidad 
Muir (Visayan), Fr Sam Michael (Tamil), Tyra 
Solomon-Rehe (English), Awatea Christensen 
(Te Reo Maori), Anne Gastinger (German).
Back row: Martin Richardson (Afrikaans), Martin 
Gastinger (Latin).

Another Reason For Hope!

inspired by the Holy Spirit.
“Jesus wants you to do more than to 

go to Mass on Sunday. Our communal 
worship at Mass must go together 
with our personal worship of Jesus in 
Eucharistic adoration in order that our 
love may be complete.” (St John Paul II)

“No one eats the Flesh of the body 
of Jesus unless he has first adored it”... 
“not only do we not sin by adoring, but 
that we do sin in not adoring it”. (St 
Augustine)

These are reasons for inviting our 
families to come together for a time of 
prayer before the Lord. They will bear 
many fruits of communion and foster 
the desire for forgiveness so necessary 
to maintain peace in our home and 
communities. Again, let us read the 
words of our new St John Paul II:

“Your hour with Jesus in the Blessed 
Sacrament will repair for evils of the 
world and bring about peace on earth. 
Let us be generous with our time in 

going to meet Jesus and ready to make 
reparation for the great evils of the 
world. Let your adoration never cease.”

Family adoration could take place 
every month if families express the 
desire for it. Directors of Religious 
Studies and principals are welcome to 
contact me, Fr Antoine Thomas CSJ if 
you wish your students to experience 
adoration during or outside school 
time. I am parish priest of St Teresa’s 
Riccarton.
Fr Antoine; Tel: 03-343-2527 
www.communityofstjohn.orgddnzg
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Schools
Students Sleep Rough for the 
Philippines
The chance to show solidarity with those living in poverty 
saw almost 90 students from Marian and Catholic Cathedral 
Colleges sleep ‘rough’ in Lent.  

As part of a nationwide challenge, initiated by Caritas, a 
Catholic aid agency, students were sponsored to spend 24 
hours sleeping outside in cardboard boxes, eating at a soup 
kitchen and undertaking activities to help them understand 
the everyday issues faced by those with the least in the 
Philippines.

“It was a fantastic opportunity to ‘walk the walk’, to 
understand how little people have and the challenges they face 
every day just to provide the absolute basics for their families,” 
said Jovana Riordan, Head of Special Character and year 13 
student at Marian College. 

Each year the seven Catholic Colleges in the Christchurch 
Diocese gather to compete for the Bishop Lyons Shield - a 
public speaking and debating competition that was first held 
in 1945 and remains an important tradition for the Catholic 
community. 

As part of this year’s gathering there was a celebration of 
cultural diversity.  Hosted at Catholic Cathedral College, each 
school performed up to three items. This was a showcase of the 
wonderful range of talent and cultures that exist within our 
Colleges.

Items ranged from a traditional Philippine candle dance; 
Pandanggo sa ilaw, to modern hip-hop and included Irish 
Dancers, Choralists, Barbershop Quartet, Kapa Haka and 
Pasifika performances. There was no aspect of competition 
at this event, simply an opportunity for families and school 
communities to gather and celebrate the rich cultural diversity 
of the Catholic schools.   

ADULT EDUCATION COURSES 
Taught by staff of the Catholic Education Office for The Catholic 
Institute of Aotearoa, New Zealand

Want to learn more about your faith? Ongoing faith formation?

Understanding Church 313, 14, 15 July, 2015 

Introduction to Theology  
22, 24, 25, 29 July, 5, 12, 19, 26 August 2015

The Pentateuch 24, 25, 31 July, 1, 7, 8, August 2015 

What Makes a School Catholic 
27 July, 3, 10, 17, 24, 31 August 2015 

World Religions 20, 21 August, 11, 12 Sept, 2015 

Church and Ministry 3, 7, 10, 14, 17, 21 Sept 2015 
Spirituality for Teachers 
28, 29, 30 Sept, 2, 5, 6 October, 2015 

These courses can be taken for NZQA credit or for interest only.

For more information view the website  
www.chch.catholic.org.nz/tci 
or contact Charles Shaw phone 0�-��� 0���
email cshaw@chch.catholic.org.nz 

We congratulate the thirteen people from Christchurch Diocese who 
in 2014 completed qualifications through The Catholic Institute.

Our Schools Celebrate 
Cultural Diversity

During the weekend, students 
completed activities that reinforced 
some of the challenges faced by living 
in poverty in the Philippines.  “In the water challenge we came 
to understand the problems that flow when there is unequal 
access to this precious resource,” said Jovana.

Students also had the chance to hear first-hand about life 
in the region, courtesy of a Marian student and staff member 
sharing their 
experiences of 
a visit to the 
typhoon affected 
Tacloban area 
recently.  “It 
was so moving 
to hear how 
hard life is for 
so many over 
there,” said 
Jovana.  “The 
students decided 
to be involved to 
the challenge because it is an important issue for us and once 
we were there it was an amazingly emotional and affirming 
time,” said Jovana.  

For students thinking of being part of the challenge next 
year Jovana said, “Go for it – it was such a unique and positive 
opportunity to show solidarity with those less 
well off than ourselves.” 
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St Joseph’s Rangiora Room 4A 
students getting into the spirit of 

Almsgiving for Lent!
Lily Anderson, Anna Cowens, Sophie 

Culshaw, Marcis Delos Reyes, 
Conor Francis, Rian Gracey, Thomas 

Heffernan, Aoife Lynch, Savannah 
Ryan, Anna Tuges.

Mercy in Action @ Villa
As media commentators 
frantically spun words 
for their post-budget 
column deadlines, the Villa 
community was crafting 
its own budget summary 
with a very special focus 
- Child Poverty.
Villa staff members, Beth 
and Kathy Watson joined 
forces with the Child 
Poverty Action Group 
(CPAG) to organise a post-
budget breakfast.

St. Patrick’s School, Kaiapoi Young 
Vinnies organised a bake sale to raise 
money for disaster relief in Nepal. Their 
enthusiastic efforts raised $197.00 and 
a lot of school families enjoyed some 
yummy home baking.  There are 11 
Young Vinnies members this year.
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Catholic people, Catholic thought, 
Catholic action, Catholic prayer, Catholic 
music on air. Sounds Catholic is heard 
twice every Sunday - midday and 10.00pm on Plains FM, 96.9. 
On-line www.chch.catholic.org.nz/radio

Thursday is our day to pray for priests and for 
vocations to the priesthood. Prayer cards and family prayer 
leaflets are available in church foyers. Visit www.chch.catholic.
org.nz/priesthood

OACOM Divine Mercy Congress 2016 Walk in 
Love and Mercy. Auckland 26-28 February 2016. For more 
details see www.divinemercycongressnz.com, or phone 03 359 
2087/09 376 1737.

Rosary House Programme:
DAY OF PRAYER AND REFLECTION A Tribute to Jean Vanier 
– Fr Roderick Milne SM
Saturday 1st August 10am – 3pm Mary Potter Community 
Centre, 442 Durham Street Nth. Bring lunch – Cost $20
RECLAIMING OUR INNER CHILD , Mary Gleeson RSM and 
Anna Clarke RSM
Thursdays July 9th, 23rd, August 6th, 20th, Sept 3, 17. Rosary 
House, 22 Gracefield Avenue.  Cost $25 per session which 
includes individual sessions in between.
JUNG & TEILHARD de CHARDIN
Fri 18th & 25th Sept, 7.00 – 9.00pm, Rosary House, 22 
Gracefield Avenue
Cost $60 or donation according to means.
GUIDED/DIRECTED FIVE DAY NON RESIDENTIAL RETREAT:
Seen Through the Eyes of Mercy. An Ignatian Retreat inspired 
by Pope Francis.  Fr Brian Cummings SM. Monday 28th 
September – Friday 2nd October - Villa Maria College  Cost 
$250
THE PROPHETIC VOICE AND BIRTH OF THE CHRIST TODAY
Reflections for Advent and Christmas, Joy Ryan Bloore 
Jungian Analyst
Friday 27 November 6.45pm – 9.00pm, Saturday 28th 
November 9.30am – 4.30pm
Cost $60 or donation according to means.

A quarterly newsletter published by the Catholic Bishop of Christchurch. 
Ensure any photos are ‘attached’ to the email rather than embedded in 
the article. JPG format is most suitable for photos, 3 megapixel or greater.

Deadline for next issue: Friday, 28 August 2015

Contributions may be sent at any time to:
The Editor, P O Box 4544, Christchurch 8140. Ph (03) 366 9869

Email: inform@chch.catholic.org.nz • Website: www.chch.catholic.org.nz

What’s On

Priests on Loan
Our diocese offers an orientation process to all priests whose 
bishops generously loan them to us from abroad. Our most 
recent arrivals include Fathers Benito Velasco and Joaquin 
Camano from the Philippines. On loan with them are Fathers 
Bala Allam and Francis Fernandez from India. All four have 
been welcomed by our parishes and recently took part in our 
latest three day programme.

The orientation was organised by Fr Simon Eccleton and 
Mike Stopforth and included an introduction to New Zealand 
culture, the place of Maori in New Zealand in Church and 
in society, celebrating the Sacraments and expectations for 
a priest ministering in New Zealand along with input from 
Catholic education and youth ministry.

We are grateful to these four priests who supplement our 
diocesan clergy to ensure the sacraments are available to us, 
help us answer our own call to holiness and whose ministerial 
priesthood empowers us to sanctify the world where we are.

CYT Young Adults Retreat 2015 ‘Journey to the 
Father’ – a weekend of prayer, adoration and formation for 
young adults (18-35yrs). 24th – 26th July at Wainui, Banks 
Peninsula. Register online at www.cyt.org.nz/journey or 
contact Tim (022 3834508) for more info.

Calling all parish choir singers All parish choir singers 
are invited to participate with other choirs in the annual 
Christchurch Choral Festival, 7pm August 29 this year, at 
St Mary’s Pro-Cathedral. See the web invitation at www.
cathedral.org.nz.

Perpetual Eucharistic Adoration – “One-day 
retreat opportunity” Learn more about Perpetual 
Adoration, and visit the chapel, during a one-day retreat being 
held on Saturday July 4th entitled “Lord, teach us to pray”. 
There will be talks, Mass, adoration and quiet time. For more 
information, or to register please contact Matt on 366-9869 or 
email moconnell@chch.catholic.org.nz.

Parish cherrypicker - see page 14


