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Autumn Issue 105.  June 2016

NGA MIHI NUI FROM THE EDITORIAL DESK

Website messages
The diocesan website: www.chch.catholic.org.nz advertises events happening within 
the diocese. As a parish, school, or church group you are welcome to advertise events. 
You can list your event from the link on the home page under ‘events’.

From the Diocesan Administrator

Welcome to Inform Issue 105. This issue covers the period from Holy Week, 
Eastertide and into Ordinary Time. Along with all our usual features, we 
celebrate the opening of restored churches and the new music centre and 
Sacred Arts at the heart of the diocese. We feature a contribution from Mons 
Brendan Daly on the Pope's Apostolic Exhortation, Amoris Laetitia, released 
on 8 April. We mark the death of Mons Gerry O'Connor in mid-May with 

contributions from three people who 
knew him well.

If you have been reading Inform 
closely, you may have noticed I try 
and sneak a photo of myself into each 
edition. This is more of a joke than for 
any other reason. In humility, I wish 
to boast that the bishop's weekly radio 
programme ‘Sounds Catholic’ which 
I present, was a finalist in in its class 
in this year's National Radio Industry 
awards. It is the third time I have 
entered the Best Spoken / English 
Language Programme category. 
Though I did not win this time, my 
programme ‘Westminster Pilgrimage’ 
was broadcast on Radio New Zealand 
National on Good Friday afternoon. 
It is an audio diary of my tour to the 
UK with the Cathedral Choir and 
Orchestra last June. It is great to see 

religious programming receive this recognition. You can find the programme 
by searching for Westminster Pilgrimage on the Radio New Zealand website.

Thanks to all contributors to Inform and to you for reading it! Please pass  
it on.
In Christ
Ken Joblin, Editor
Zachary Ashley. Assistant Editor

I greet you as Diocesan Administrator.
Following the recent Synod of Bishops, Pope Francis has written an exciting 

document on marriage and family life, Amoris Laetitia. In it, he speaks movingly 
about marriage and family life and shows great pastoral concern that this life of 
the family is enriched and strengthened. In our diocese we have many parishes 
providing both marriage preparation and support for families and we give thanks for 
that.

Let us pray that the relationship of couples and the life of families will be true 
places of love and nurture, especially for the young people of our diocese. Let us 
pray too for those whose marriages and families have come apart, that they will find 
ways to heal and grow. May they receive real support from us around them in their 
parishes.
God bless
Fr Rick Loughnan
Diocesan Administrator

Perpetual Eucharistic 
Adoration
Third Anniversary
30 June is the third anniversary of the 
commencement of Perpetual Adoration 
in the Diocese of Christchurch. What 
a wonderful gift it has been. Day after 
day, night after night, people have 
come to the little chapel at St Gregory's, 
Bishopdale, to adore Jesus present 
in the Blessed Sacrament in order to 
grow closer to Him. The late Bishop 
Barry Jones once said that, "It is an 
extraordinary grace that Perpetual 
Adoration has been started, and has 
continued".

A Perpetual Adoration retreat is being 
held on Saturday 2 July from 9am-
3.30pm. This is an opportunity to come 
along, hear more about the chapel, visit 
the chapel and spend some time praying 
and reflecting. To register contact Matt 
on the number or email below.

You are most welcome to come to 
the chapel at any time. There is lots 
of information about the chapel, 
including newsletters, on the diocesan 
website at www.chch.catholic.org.nz/
perpetualadoration

We are always looking for more 
adorers and substitutes. If you wish to 
sign up for an hour per week, or just 
want more information, please contact 
Matt O'Connell on 366-9869 or email 
chchadoration@gmail.com

Jason McTague — 
Digital Media  
Co-ordinator
Jason McTague is newly appointed 
Digital Media Coordinator (DMC). 
He is responsible for developing and 
implementing diocesan strategies for 
digital media, which cover branding, 
promotion, messaging and content 
creation using web and social media. 
In collaboration with the various 
diocesan departments and groups the 
DMC will manage, create and curate 
content for the Diocese of Christchurch 
across its various digital channels. This 
position will ensure the diocese's digital 
communications are clear, consistent, 
effective and up to date. Jason will be 
of great assistance as we implement 
some of the recommendations in the 
Communications Audit.

Diocesan & Bishop’s Offices
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The Catholic Shop Restored
Five years after the earthquake forced its removal from 
Chancery Lane, the Catholic Shop is now open in a new, 
purpose-built location next to St Mary's Pro-Cathedral. 
Shop manager Bernard Wilkins had been running it 
from his own house in the interim but is excited to have 
returned to a central city location.

A wide variety of rosaries, bibles, crucifixes, sacramental 
gifts, books, and Church supplies are all available. New 
products are always coming through and orders are 
welcome. The spacious shop is open weekdays 9am — 
5pm and its location between St Mary's Church and 
Maryville Village offers plenty of parking.

Head in to the Catholic Shop at 373 Manchester Street 
for the best local range of Catholic products!

Tel: 03-366-2853

From the Diocesan General 
Manager
I have been in the role of 
Diocesan General Manager 
for over six months now 
and am really enjoying 
working for the diocese. 
The complexity of the work 
and the people I get to work 
with really add to the role.

The diocese is now well 
into our research phase of 
the fundraising campaign 
and thanks to everyone's 
help, we are making great 
progress. We hope to finish 
the research phase by the 
end of June. A few weeks ago, we held workshops in Timaru, 
the West Coast and Christchurch. It was great to see so many 
people and have everyone engaged in this important phase for 
the Diocese. Since then Shelagh Murray from AskRIGHT has 
been working hard with the parishes to ensure that we really 
do have a case for a significant fundraising campaign.

Recently Shelagh Murray, Keith Beal our Property and 
Development Manager and I visited Wellington to meet with 
Cardinal Dew and seek his assistance for our campaign. 
Cardinal Dew, together with Bishops Charles Drennan and 
Steve Lowe have agreed to assist us with our campaign and we 
are extremely grateful for their time and energy in support of 
our cause.

I was invited to the US in early May to attend a US 
Insurance conference for the dioceses of America. It was a 
real privilege for me and I had the pleasure of speaking to 
the 300 delegates about Christchurch and the knowledge we 
have gained from the Canterbury earthquakes. I couldn't let 
an opportunity like this pass so I made sure that everyone 
at the conference was not only aware of our story but also 
of our fundraising campaign! There are three elements to 
our campaign — the local level in our diocese, the national 
level and the international level. All three will be targeted 
throughout our campaign. In the coming months we will 
again run workshops updating everyone on where we are with 
the Cathedral and our fundraising campaign as a whole.

Thank you for all your support, both to me as I have started 
this role and to the diocese. We are here to work with you.
Andy Doherty
Diocesan General Manager

James Bryant —  
Youth and Young Adult Ministries
James has been appointed as the new Catholic Youth Team 
(CYT) Manager for our diocese. James brings extensive 
experience in youth and young adult ministry. For the past six 
years James has worked at Christ the King Parish, Burnside, as 
the Youth and Sacramental Worker as well as running his own 
small business. Prior to coming to Christchurch, James worked 
as the Diocesan Youth Director in Toowoomba in Queensland 
and has experience in the business world. The Youth Team 
have a lot of great work on the go and I look forward to seeing 
James leading this exciting Team.

Andy Doherty

Diocesan & Bishop’s Offices



4 INFORM JUNE 2016

Sacred Arts

Diocesan Musical 
Director —  
Don Whelan
For 48 years, Don has been Musical 
Director (MD) for the Cathedral of 
the Blessed Sacrament Choir and 
Orchestra (CBS Music). Through Don’s 
talents and abilities, sacred music in 
our Cathedral is widely known and 
highly respected. As we move into our 
fundraising campaign and to deepen 

our Catholic understanding of sacred 
arts, I decided that Don needed to work 
at a diocesan level. With the support of 
Pro-Cathedral Administrator Fr Chris 
Friel and Diocesan Administrator Fr 
Rick Loughnan, I have confirmed Don’s 
new role as Diocesan Musical Director, 
reporting to me. Don continues to work 
with Fr Chris in the Pro-Cathedral, 
but he and I will work to reinforce 
diocesan commitment to the sacred 
arts in general, beginning with sacred 
music. As you will read in this issue 

of Inform, we now have a great set up 
with the new music centre beside St 
Mary’s Pro-Cathedral. Don is supported 
by David O’Beirne as CBS Music 
Administrator. David is doing a fantastic 
job underpinning all of this good work. 
I am looking forward to working closely 
with Don and his team.

Sacred Music  
Co-Ordinator —  
Ken Joblin
I am pleased to announce the 
appointment of Ken Joblin as Director 
of Sacred Music within the diocese, 
reporting to Don Whelan. Ken is a 
highly skilled and well regarded Church 
musician. He has 35 years of experience 
as an organist and has well developed 
skills as a cantor, chorister and choir 
director. Ken also brings communication 
skills and a background in theology to 
this role. For the last 8 years, Ken has 
been Tertiary Chaplaincy Co-ordinator. 
He works in diocesan communications 
and already assists in music and liturgy 
at a diocesan level. Ken’s new role 
offers greater assistance to the parish 
and school, particularly at the primary 
level at this early stage. Ken will also 
join Mike Stopforth and his team in the 
Pastoral Office. He will continue to assist 
with the quality production of Inform 
and ‘Sounds Catholic’.

The development of these new roles 
will have a positive impact on what we 
can do together as a diocese. The Sacred 
Arts Ministry is still at the beginning 
stages. I am passionate about deepening 
our understanding of sacred arts within 
the parish and school. Over time, as we 
generate more income and seek more 
funding, we will look at expanding 
this team. I am excited about the 
opportunities in front of us. If you have 
any ideas or suggestions on how we  
can lift our performance in this 
important area, please contact Ken, Don 
or myself.

Sacred Arts Andy Doherty

Left: Ken Joblin; Right: Don & Beris Whelan
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On Sunday May 1, the Cathedral of 
the Blessed Sacrament (CBS) Music 
Centre was officially opened, replacing 
resources severely damaged or destroyed 
by the Canterbury earthquakes.

Our diocese inspirationally 
commissioned the building, with vital 
support from Keith Beal (Property 
Manager), Fr John Adams (CBS 
President) and Don Whelan, (CBS 
Musical Director). Mr Whelan 
explained that the building would act 
as an arts hub, to help "regenerate high 
quality arts and liturgical practice in 
schools and churches." The building is 
currently sited adjacent to St Mary's 
Pro-Cathedral: it can be unhooked into 
suitable segments and re-connected 
in its final resting place, beside our 
restored Cathedral of the Blessed 
Sacrament.

Mr Whelan went on to say, 
"Collaboration and co-operation 
with other groups is needed," and he 
reaffirmed Vatican II's statement, that 
"The musical tradition of the universal 
Church is a treasure of inestimable 
value, greater even than that of any 
other art." Earlier he had reminded 
the crowd that the "CBS Choir and 
Orchestra is totally committed to 
supporting the repair and restoration of 
our beautiful cathedral where we intend 
to re-establish the Church's sacred 
music."

Reference was made to the wide 
repertoire of CBS Music and an extract 
from a video filmed on their 1990 visit to 
St Peter's in Rome showed them singing 
Bach's B Minor Mass (with their own 
orchestra).

ALTO SOLOIST POSITION AVAILABLE
Based in Christchurch, CBS Music has an internationally heralded sacred 
music repertoire. We have a strong concert programme, but our primary 
purpose is to support the liturgy at our Pro-Cathedral every Sunday, with a 
monthly programme spanning orchestral, contemporary, polyphonic and plain 
chant masses. We tour regularly and have more recently been asked to sing the 
Bach B Minor Mass, St John Passion and Handel’s Messiah in Rome. These 
works are just some of our stock in trade.

We currently have an opportunity for an alto leader / soloist to work 
in Christchurch as part of the CBS Music programme. Annual direct 
remuneration of $3,000. Opportunities for solo / group / school teaching within 
a supportive diocesan framework may be available. See our website at www.
cathedral.org.nz 

Enquiries to Christchurch Catholic Cathedral Music Administrator David 
O’Beirne dpb28@uclive.ac.nz or phone +64 27 451 5431.

Sacred Arts

Sacred Music at the Heart of Our Diocese
A stunning Te Deum concert was 

presented in St Mary's Pro-Cathedral 
prior to the opening ceremony. Firstly 
two cantors (Wally Enright and Ken 
Joblin) sang the traditional plainchant 
Te Deum, interspersed with Attaignant's 
organ versets played by Don Whelan, 
The choir then presented Schubert's 

Psalm 23, a Veni Creator Spiritus by 
Douglas Mews, and Rutter's O Clap Your 
Hands. The CBS Orchestra, led by David 
Williams, joined the Choir to perform 
a southern hemisphere premiere of 
Mozart's Te Deum — composed when he 
was 13 years of age — and Schubert's 
lovely Mass in C Major.

Keith & Don cut ribbon Don Whelan Room
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As we approach the end of the first year of the Rebuild project, 
it is a good time to reflect on progress to date and some of the 
challenges that lie ahead. After nearly 4 years of assessment 
and evaluation, two important milestones were achieved, 
signalling the beginning of the rebuild.

The first and quite public announcement by the late Bishop 
Barry Jones was his intention to attempt to retain the nave of 
the Cathedral of the Blessed Sacrament. The second, (and not 
necessarily as exciting), was the development of the crucial 
financial and strategic plan. This plan had to demonstrate how 
the diocese would be able to manage all the requirements of 
the rebuild within its limited resources, including the plan for 
the Cathedral. This critical single plan was signed off in July of 
2015. It forms the basis of all work currently under way across 
the diocese.

STRENGTHENING
Most of you will be familiar with the challenge faced 

following the earthquakes of 2010/2011. By way of 
summary, it is worth remembering a number of key facts. 
Firstly our challenge is not only repairing and rebuilding 
but strengthening. This is to meet the new building codes, 
following lessons learned. This important work is common for 
all building owners across the whole of New Zealand. It must 
be completed within stringent timeframes of between 15 and 
25 years, depending on where the building is in the country.

What many of you may not know is that the insurance 
proceeds received following the earthquakes, only covered 
buildings that were damaged and not those that need 
strengthening. This leaves a significant gap in the required 
funding. So today we are faced with a cost of more than 
$125m to complete the work required with receipts of 
just $73m. That is just the beginning if we wish to restore 
all our buildings to their former glory and address all the 
maintenance issues which have been building for some time. 
We will need to work even harder to identify additional funds.

FUNDRAISING
This is why you are being asked to help with a programme 

of fundraising. This gap in funding can only be closed with the 
dedication, generosity and support of all our communities. Of 
course, we will look to rationalise our costs and even look to 
sell land or property which is not core to our needs. But the 
most significant financial support will come from our people.

THE COMMON GOOD
Bishop Jones established very early on in the process the 

principle of the 'common good'. This well established, yet 
highly effective approach, has paid remarkable dividends in 
enabling the rebuild programme to commence. In simple 
terms, all proceeds from the insurance settlement have been 
pooled into a single fund to be used to help all those in need. 
This will enable repairs, rebuilds and strengthening to take 
place along with the additional support from fundraising.

The 'common good' approach seeks help and support from 
everyone, regardless of whether the community suffered a loss 
or insurance was paid out. This is a unique opportunity for all 
those who can, to help all those in need.

THE REBUILD PLAN
The Rebuild plan tries to address those in most need first. 

For those who have lost their church or cannot enter because 
it is closed and those who are making do in less than ideal 
spaces or relying on the good will of others, you will probably 
have seen some progress already.

For those who have suffered damage not of a critical 
nature, or those who have been forced to share with other 
communities, or those who have found reasonable suitable 
long term alternatives, we ask for your continued patience as 
we work through the most urgent needs first.

Just as there is limited money for the work, so too is 
there limited skills and human resources. We want to take 
advantage of the very best we can afford but respect that they 
are in high demand. This means that we expect the whole 
programme of work to last as long as 15 years. However, we 
offer a little hope in that the majority of work is expected to 
take place in the next 7 years. I appreciate that this still feels 
like a long time, especially after a 5 year wait already. However, 
the unprecedented nature of the disaster will take a long time 
from which to fully recover.

WHAT HAS BEEN ACHIEVED IN THE LAST 
YEAR?

Importantly, 4 of the churches closed in 2011 have now re-
opened in Christchurch: Woolston, Beckenham, Hoon Hay and 
Bryndwr. These churches have all received urgent temporary 
repairs to enable them to re-open for the celebration of Sunday 
Mass. Whilst acknowledging that there may still be more to 
do, this approach has allowed a timely re-occupation for these 
communities until the longer term plans can be agreed.

A major challenge for the Diocese is the heritage or listed 
churches. We have 9 of these including the Cathedral 
that need further work. In some cases, very major work. 
Spearheading this genre are the churches of Leeston, Temuka 
and Hokitika. The repairs to these will be carried out in stages. 
The first aims to get the church re-opened. The last is to 
restore the building to full operation and ensure that all code 
compliance, including strength, fire and access are achieved.

We are just days away from the completion of Leeston, with 
Temuka very close behind and work expected to commence 
on Hokitika very soon. All of these churches have proved a 
significant challenge. Balancing a respect for heritage, working 
with aged structures and outdated engineering methods while 
keeping control of time and cost is not an easy task. However, 
lessons learned will greatly help achieve success for larger 
future projects such as the Cathedral and Sacred Heart Basilica 
in Timaru.

PROGRESS ON THE NEW BUILDS IS 
GATHERING MOMENTUM.

A tremendous amount of work has taken place behind the 
scenes. a number of parishes have come forward with well 
thought out and developed plans and ideas. Building one new 
church would be a challenge; building several in such a short 
amount of time is completely new. I hope to have more news 
on these in the very near future.

Euthanasia and Assisted 
Suicide
The Nathaniel Centre – the New Zealand Catholic Bioethics 
Centre, has produced an 8 minute video, ‘Euthanasia and 
Assisted Suicide: Real Life Implications’ which is designed to 
stimulate discussion and help viewers appreciate the complexity 
of the issue by raising questions that are often not explored in 
the overly simplistic and emotive way that the debate is too often 
presented by New Zealand media.

Rebuild Project Update as at June 2016
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THE CATHEDRAL OF THE BLESSED 
SACRAMENT

Finally, to our Cathedral. Investigations are now complete. 
A concept design exploring what could be achieved is being 
worked up. We possibly know more now about the Cathedral 
than those who originally built it. This is especially true of 
how earthquakes could impact it in the future. Bishop Jones 
committed to attempt to save the nave but with a cap on 
spending of $45m. Both the engineering solution and the 
limited funds remain a challenge. However, the team are 
slowly narrowing down the options so that we will be able to 
confirm whether we can achieve Bishop Barry's preference to 
save the nave. We are on target to confirm the way forward by 
late August/early September as originally promised.
Keith Beal
Property and Development Manager

Mary Kamo, Prison Chaplain 
Farewelled After 33 Years of Service
On Friday 15th April a Mass and morning tea was held for 
Mary Kamo to farewell her after 33 years as a Catholic prison 
chaplain. Mary worked at all three prisons in Christchurch. 
Mike Stopforth, Director of the Bishop's Pastoral Office, said 
that while Mary had wanted to retire and leave her role 
quietly, her recent interview on national TV and in The Press, 
illustrated how highly Mary is regarded in her work over a 
long period. Mary was initially employed by Bishop Ashby 
and has worked for five bishops. She has been a person of 
compassion and a strong advocate for those within prisons.

John Jamieson (Chairman of Prison Chaplaincy Services 
Aotearoa NZ, based in Wellington) and Stephen Young 
(ecumenical chaplain at Christchurch Prison), both spoke of 
Mary's contribution and commitment to the ministry.

Former prison chaplain, Fr Jim Consedine, spoke of 
Mary's compelling sense of justice which had made her an 
outstanding chaplain on the floor of the prison. "Mary wasn't 
just there to meet personal needs. She was always there to 
see that justice was done within the prison for inmates. This 
led her into conflict with the authorities from time to time. 
But as a prophetic voice, Mary was always resolute. She also 
spoke publicly on issues where women's needs were being 
threatened. She was also part of successful public campaigns 
to promote restorative justice as Christ's way of proceeding 
with crime, to close down the harsh Addington Prison, to 
abolish the imprisonment of debtors and to positively amend 
discriminatory bail/surety laws. She is a faith-filled generous 
person who has left a lasting legacy."

Princess Margaret Hospital 
Chapel Decommissioned
In late May, a number of church leaders chaplains, staff and 
friends of the chapel gathered for a small decomissioning 
service. The majority of the hospital is transferring to the 
Burwood Hospital site.

Rebuild Project Update as at June 2016

The New Burwood Hospital 
Blessed
A service for the blessing of the new hospital was also held 
in late May. Local kaumatua, COULDHB representatives, 
chaplains and clergy undertook a blessing of the whole facility.

The conclusion of the blessing of the new Burwood Hospital: Kirsten 
Challies, Fr Rick Loughnan and Fr Mathew Siji

Some of Mary Kamo's whanau at her farewell 
function: Elan (granddaughter) and Michaela 
(daughter), Ray & Mary Kamo, Sr Tui Cadigan RSM

Bishop’s Office

ADULT EDUCATION COURSES 
Taught by staff of the Catholic Education Office for The Catholic 
Institute of Aotearoa, New Zealand

Want to learn more about your faith? Ongoing faith formation?

The Synoptic Gospels Tu & Th14-30 June, 2016
Also 11, 12 Aug; 9, 10 Sept. Roncalli College Timaru

What Makes a School Catholic M & W 11-13 July
Traditions of Prayer M-W 18-20 July
Understanding Church W 27 July-31 August
Church and Ministry Th & M 4-22 August

Intro. to Spirituality for Youth Minstries  
25, 26, 29 August

Introduction to the New Testament St Joseph’s 
Ashburton F-Sat 19-20 August; Tu 30 August

Introduction to Religious Education Th & M  
1-19 September

Understanding Sacrements M-W  26-28 September 

These courses can be taken for NZQA credit or for interest only.

For more information view the website  
www.chch.catholic.org.nz/tci 
or contact Charles Shaw phone 03-353 0751
email cshaw@chch.catholic.org.nz 
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In late May, 23 delegates from 
Christchurch made their way to 

Pope Francis has issued the 
apostolic exhortation, ‘The Joy of Love,’ 
Amoris Lætitia (A.L.), after the synods on 
the family. (www.vatican.va.) ‘Apostolic 
Exhortation’ is the name for a document 
issued after a Synod of Bishops. The 
title comes from the first official words 
of the document in Latin. Pope Francis 
did not change any Church doctrine, but 
wanted the Church to have new pastoral 
approaches to the pastoral care of the 
divorced and remarried. The apostolic 
exhortation has chapters on scripture, 
essential aspects of Church teaching, 
love, and mercy and the pastoral 
discernment of those situations that fall 
short of what the Lord demands of us.

Already Pope Francis has simplified 
the process to declare marriages null.  
The procedures are now more efficient 
and no financial cost is involved. 
People can enquire about annulment 
applications by ringing the Christchurch 
Catholic Tribunal (03) 3669869.

Pope Francis reaffirmed the teaching 
of Jesus on marriage in A.L. 63. Being 
divorced or separated is a morally 
neutral position. A moral issue arises 
only when these people begin a 
sexual relationship with someone 
else. Pope Francis recognised that 
many people ‘live together’ before 
marriage or are divorced and remarried 
without annulments. He said: “all 
these situations require a constructive 
response seeking to transform them 
into opportunities that can lead to 
the full reality of marriage and family 
in conformity with the Gospel” (A.L. 
294), and that “Priests have the 
duty to “accompany [the divorced 
and remarried] in helping them to 
understand their situation according 
to the teaching of the Church.” (A.L. 

The Apostolic Exhortation, “The Joy Of Love,” Amoris Lætitia

Christchurch participants at the national 
marriage educators training weekend

Good Christchurch Representation at 
National Catholic Marriage Educators' 
Conference

Auckland for the biennial training 
weekend entitled 'The Art of Marriage: 
Crafting Strong Marriages and Families 
for Life'.

Cardinal John Dew provided a 
reflection on the most recent document 
from Pope Francis; Amoris Laetitia — 
‘The Joy of Love’. Cardinal Dew not only 
participated in the Synod but was one 
of ten bishops who wrote up the final 
Synodal document to be presented to 
Pope Francis. The cardinal was able to 
provide some unique insight into the 
Synod, Pope Francis and the document.

Among the topics covered were 
forgiveness and reconciliation, how 
to present effectively as a couple, 
Theology of the Body, the Sacrament of 
Marriage and communication. The next 
conference is to be held in Christchurch 
in two years’ time.

300) To be sincere in one’s conscience 
and to form one’s conscience correctly, 
a person must be informed about the 
teaching of Christ and the Church. Pope 
Francis acknowledged that “it is can 
no longer simply be said that all those 
in any irregular situation are living in 
a state of mortal sin and are deprived 
of sanctifying grace. The Catechism of 
the Catholic Church clearly mentions 
factors such as ignorance, inadvertence, 
inordinate attachments, and other 
psychological or social factors. Pope 
Francis explained “In order to avoid 
all misunderstanding, I would point 
out that in no way must the Church 
desist from proposing the full ideal of 
marriage. A lukewarm attitude, any 
kind of relativism would be a lack of 
fidelity to the Gospel.” (A.L. 307)

Pope Francis presents us with a 
challenging vision for marriage and the 
family. The doctrine of the Church is 
unchanged. But it is attainable and all 
of us are to encourage people to commit 
to the vision as taught by Christ and the 
Church.  However, when people do not 
measure up in some way, we are to be 
kind and merciful towards them. Many 
of their circumstances are complex and 
difficult. We are encouraged to help 
people to grow towards meeting the 
Church’s teaching on marriage in their 
own lives.  When people do not measure 
up to that teaching, while respecting 
Church teaching, we are to help them 
as much as possible to integrate into the 
life of the Church. 
Msgr. Brendan Daly
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On 12 April, Monsignor O'Connor died in Grey-
mouth. His memorial Mass was offered on Friday 
15 April. Bishop Meeking offered the Mass. An 
extract from his homily follows:

"For 64 years Monsignor Gerard Michael O'Con-
nor has served God in the Catholic Church as a 
priest of this diocese of Christchurch. From my 
own experience I want to pay him a tribute of 
deeply felt gratitude. I remember when in 1988 
the parish of Greymouth faced the loss of the old 
St Patrick's and the building of a new church, not 
an easy task in the circumstances. It was Monsi-
gnor Gerry who volunteered to take it on. It was 
no easy matter to agree to let him go from the Ca-
thedral but the fine church he built in Greymouth 
now graces that parish and ranks among the more 
worthy churches of the diocese. How fitting that 
his funeral Mass will take place there tomorrow.

Monsignor Gerry O'Connor was a man who 

Mons Gerard O’Connor RIP
never put himself forward despite his capabilities 
and gifts; he was unfailingly kind; he was not an ac-
ademic but highly intelligent; he was a modest man 
who made a substantial contribution to the life of 
the Church in Canterbury and Westland. I think of 
him as one of the great pastors our diocese has been 
blessed with, in the line of Monsignor Long, Mon-
signor James Kennedy, the two Monsignor Hanra-
hans. and many others. It is priests of the calibre of 
Monsignor Gerard Michael O'Connor who have been 
the mainstay of our diocese. We, his brother priests 
will miss him greatly as will so many to whom he 
has ministered with great pastoral charity and with 
wisdom. The greatest kindness we can now do for 
him is to commend him in prayer and in the offering 
of the Mass to the mercy of God who rewards the 
good.

Eternal rest grant to him O Lord, and let perpetual 
light shine upon him. May he rest in peace. Amen."
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I first met Monsignor Gerry when he 
came to be Parish Priest at Our Lady 
of Victories in Sockburn in 1996. He 
was a man who endeared himself to 

I was privileged to serve with Monsignor 
Gerry in the Greymouth Parish for the 
last three years. We were somewhat 
"chalk and cheese" in many ways 
but through it all, Mons was a good, 
supportive priest and a great friend 
to me. He lived a relatively simple life 
without too many luxuries. However 
he was devoted to Sky Sport, especially 
the weekend rugby with a glass of 
refreshment on standby. On my arrival, 
he was introduced to premier league 
soccer and marathon running.

He was quite traditional in his 
priesthood and was grounded in his 
disciplined prayer, was a good model of 
leadership and preacher but above all, 
a faithful shepherd for his people. His 
approach bore abundant fruits during 
his ministry. Mons appreciated the gift 
of his priesthood and loved to celebrate 
the Sacraments, especially the Eucharist 
each day. He was much loved by his 
parishioners.

Mons' qualities included loyalty to 
priests, close family and friends, his 
trustworthiness, his hospitality, his 
kindness and care of the sick and 

everyone very quickly. Being involved on 
the Parish Council, I had a lot to do with 
him. He was always very caring towards 
people and his compassion for those in 
need was one of his many strengths.

He approached me to join the 
Diocesan team in 2000, which I did and 
am still here to this day. When Bishop 
John Cunneen was unwell, it fell on 
Mons to take up the roll on his behalf. 
On a few occasions, I drove him to 
various events out of town and these 
trips were the highlight of my time at 
the Diocese. This is particularly so when 
visiting the area where he grew up. His 
day to day contact with the staff at the 
Diocesan office made him very quickly 
respected for his wisdom, kind nature 
and humour.

He was a great family man and his 
love for his sister-in-law Elsie, her 
children, extended family and wide 
circle of friends is testament to him as a 
priest and gentleman.

I was with him at St Patrick's Day in 
Greymouth this year and he was in fine 
spirits. Lots of laughs and the banter 
between him and Fr Peter Costello, 
along with the Parish staff was priceless. 
He loved the Greymouth Parishioners 
and it was very easy to see why they all 
loved him in return.

I can still remember watching 
‘Hogan’s Heroes’ with him that 
week and his infectious laughter was 
something not to be missed. But, 
watching a rugby match with him on 
TV always revealed ‘pearls of wisdom’ 
about the players, referees and anything 
else relevant to the game. He was 
guaranteed to bring a grin to the faces 
of all present in the room with his very 
quick wit, opinion and banter.

 Rest in peace Mons Gerry, God given 
priest and friend of many.
Ray Healey

Monsignor Gerry Remembered
elderly. He had a way of overlooking 
human failings and had a good sense 
of humour. Mons was not only a very 
caring and understanding priest, but a 
patient and respectful person. In short, 
he was a hardworking prayerful priest of 
wonderful pastoral temperament. Many 
will miss him.

In the last few months of his life, 
Mons slowed down due to a decline 
in health. However as a conscientious 
priest, he continued to generously 
pour himself out in loving service to 
the people. It was most appropriate 
that Mons' final Requiem Mass was 
celebrated in St Patrick's Church, 
Greymouth. He assisted in planning and 
building this church. It was from this 
Church that he was buried in the Karoro 
Cemetery in Greymouth. We thank God 
for his time with us as priest, shepherd 
and friend. May he rest in peace.
Fr Peter Costello
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Celebrations at the  
Carmelite Monastery
52 Halswell Rd,  
Christchurch.
The Sisters warmly invite you to:
1. A concelebrated Mass for the Solem-
nity of Our Lady of Mt Carmel, Sunday, 
2:30pm - 17 July 2016.  Bishop Basil 
Meeking will be the Principal Celebrant. 
Afternoon tea to follow.
All most welcome!!

Correction to March  
Religious News Item:
"Sisters Of Mercy Presence 
Continues In Papanui”
Until recently, there were two commu-
nities of Sisters of Mercy in St Joseph's 
Parish, Papanui; one in a house rented 
from the parish in Cotswold Avenue, 
Bishopdale and one in a property owned 
by the Sisters of Mercy in Main North 
Road. When senior sisters moved to 
Mercy House, Upper Riccarton they 
were farewelled warmly by the parish. 
Sisters who were previously at Cotswold 
Avenue now form the Sisters of Mercy 
community at 141 Main North Road, 
Papanui.

Mary Catherwood rsm

Christchurch  
Dominican  
Gathering
7 August, lunch to celebrate St Domi-
nic's Day, Commodore Hotel, Memorial 
Ave. Time: 12.30 for 1pm, Cost $35.00 a 
head. Please contact Kay, kaypricenz@
gmail.com  (03)3517683 or Margaret, 
md@delectus.com  (03)3486045 before 
24 July.

Religious

Pope Francis  
Recognises the Work 
of Christchurch  
Organist
Recently, Elizabeth Steel received her 
Papal blessing for 45 years of service 
to music. Elizabeth began playing the 
organ at Our Lady of Perpetual Help, St 
Albans. After the earthquakes, this par-
ish joined with St Matthew's Bryndwr 
to become the Parish of the Holy Trinity. 
We congratulate Elizabeth for her dedi-
cation and talent.

Recently Fr Brian Fennessy and eleven women of the Timaru and Opihi Parish-
es went on pilgrimage to the major South Australian sites associated with the 
life of St Mary of the Cross (Mary MacKillop). Over a week, they visited Penola, 
the town where St Mary of the Cross began her mission. They went on to Ade-
laide where St Mary of the Cross encountered controversy over the governance 
of her religious order and where she was invalidly excommunicated.

At the invitation and encouragement of Fr Louis Fauvel, the first three Sisters 
arrived in Temuka on 1 November 1883 to open a school. Over a period of years, 
St Mary of the Cross made three visits to Temuka and South Canterbury. Her 
brother, John MacKillop, is buried in the Barbadoes Street cemetery.

A Religious Reason To Visit  
South Australia
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Bishop’s Office

It is a great honour to attend the Chrism Mass, held on the 
Monday evening of Holy Week every year. This year, Bishop 
Meeking celebrated the Chrism Mass with the priests of the 
diocese, supported by the lay faithful. Space only allows us 
to print the final paragraphs of his homily. Bishop Meeking 
asked the question: Why does the Church require celibacy of her 
priests?

 "We are like vessels, ready for what God will give, even 
through us. God pours through us extravagantly the gifts 

Chrism Mass 2016
of life and strength and love which we are to minister in his 
Church.

Indeed married men can be and have been ordained priests. 
Celibate priesthood in the Latin Church keeps telling us that 
we priests are the servants of this extravagance of God who 
gives all, who requires all. Celibacy speaks of going beyond 
what is necessary or deserved; it speaks of that divine open 
handedness symbolised by the rich, fragrant chrism.

Our celibacy then is not a deprivation, not simply a legal 
requirement or external condition for admission to priesthood. 
Rather it is a profound expression of what the ordained priest 
is as the special sign and instrument who is to make present 
the abundance of God's love. Warm-hearted generosity in 
service is to be the mark of the celibate man anointed to act in 
the person of Jesus, Head and Shepherd of His Church.

Today, bishop and priests, we renew our commitment to that 
ordained celibate priesthood. We give ourselves anew to what 
is a service that does not count the cost, a service that de-
mands a constant effort and a continual personal conversion.

It is no coincidence that most of us priests gathered at 
Christ the King Church over in Burnside earlier this evening to 
receive the sacrament of penance. We can witness to and min-
ister the limitless mercy of God because we ourselves know 
our need of it, only because we ourselves have to experience it 
in order to be the servants of that mercy.

Dear brothers and sisters, pray for us your priests today 
and in all the days ahead as we now re-dedicate ourselves 
anew to that fundamental obedience which is at the heart of 
the existence and mission of the Church — it is obedience to 
the command to announce the Gospel; it is the obedience we 
renew daily as we offer the sacrifice of our Lord who has given 
His body and shed His blood, for the life of the world."
The Most Rev Basil Meeking
Bishop Emeritus of Christchurch

Frances Mitchell: A New 
Young Catholic
My Journey into the Catholic Church began just over 
four years ago, during Easter in 2012. I was travelling 
through Europe and on one of the final days, I visited 
the Vatican. This visit turned out to be a truly moving 
experience. It was where I was first able to experience 
the beauty of the Catholic Church. I realised my knowl-
edge of the Church was limited to what I had seen in 
the Media. Although I had a Christian faith education, I 
had always felt there was something missing. I decided 
on my return to New Zealand, to do some reading about 
the Catholic faith and see what "all the fuss was about". 
Little did I realise that the Holy Spirit had started an 
amazing journey in my heart.

I had never truly appreciated the presence of Jesus 
Christ in the Blessed Sacrament and the principle fact 
that this is the Church instituted by Jesus Himself.

I am so grateful for the Catholic young adult commu-
nity and those I met at Hearts Aflame, who welcomed 
me with open arms and made the preparation period 
leading up to Easter so special.
Frances Mitchell
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Around the Parishes
Onward and Upward!
Sockburn CWL Celebrates
In March 1966, a 
group of right mind-
ed women moved to 
form a branch of the 
Catholic Women's 
League (CWL) in 
Sockburn. The centre 
of activity was to be 
Our Lady of Victories 
Parish Church. Fifty 
years later we are cel-
ebrating our Golden 
Jubilee.

Over the years 
many things have 
changed within our 
parish and the wider 
community. These 
changes have been 
reflected within 
the activities of the 
Sockburn Branch. However, our commitment to our Founder's 
principles and to "Faith and Service" remains steadfast.

As with all birthdays, we were compelled to party: in fact 
we partied twice! On our April meeting day, 24 members 
enjoyed an outing at ‘The Grand Café’ where we had a ‘posh’ 
morning tea. We were joined by our Diocesan President, Mrs 
Val Langley and our Regional Representative, Mrs Liz Roche. 
The following Sunday, we enjoyed our second party celebrated 
with our fellow parishioners. Beginning with Mass at 10am in 
which our members played a conspicuous part, we followed 
on with a morning tea provided and served by our branch 
members. A goodly number of our parish friends joined us in 
the Bishop Joyce Centre.

As with all birthdays, we had a cake topped with a 50 year 
candle. After an initial difficulty occasioned by being unable to 
find a match to light it, we were able to ignite said candle. The 
candle was ceremoniously blown out and the cake cut by our 
Life Member, Mrs Esma Debenham. We are confident that our 
centenary will find our branch still  
involved in making our corner of the 
world a better place.
Elizabeth O'Brien 
President OLV CWL

Biennial National 
Conference of  
CWL Aotearoa New  
Zealand
20-23 July 2016, at Chateau on the 
Park Hotel.
Opening Mass, 7.30pm, Wednesday 20 
July, St Mary's Pro-Cathedral,  
Manchester Street, Christchurch.

Adam Hopkins Memorial
On 20 February 2001, Adam Hopkins was fatally injured at the 
Firestone Tyre Factory. On 20 May 2016, a golden totara tree 
was planted alongside Adam's memorial plaque in the Bridge-
stone Reserve, Langdon's Road in Christchurch. This tree, espe-
cially chosen by Adam's family, was blessed by Fr Sammichael.
Also present were Adam's mother, Lynette, and her husband 
John Stewart, Angela Becker, Steve Woodbury, Bob and Barba-
ra Te Miha and Jo Grigg along with City Council staff.

Before moving from Christchurch, Lynette worked at the 
Diocesan Office as secretary to both Bishops Meeking and 
Cunneen.

Not to be Outdone!
The Halswell Catholic Womens League celebrates 60 years of 
Faith and Service.
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Around the Parishes

Earthquake Brings Christian 
Communities Closer
In 2011, Papanui's Catholic and Methodist parish churches 
were fatally damaged. While Sunday Masses were moved to 
St Gregory's Bishopdale, Methodist services were moved into 
the undamaged St Joseph's Parish Centre.

During this time, meetings of the St Vincent de Paul Confer-
ence coincided with the end of the Sunday Methodist Service. 
Our Conference members got to know our fellow Christians. 
As a practical result of our friendship, we offered to look after 
kitchen duties at the official opening of their new Church in 
late January. Our work allowed all Methodist parishioners to 
attend their celebration.

What an opening it turned out to be, with the presence of 
the NZ Methodist Moderator, local Christchurch Method-
ists and members of South Auckland's Samoan Methodist 
Community. A huge crowd attended the blessing of the new 
church and enjoyed a large pot luck dinner and entertain-
ment. While it is a small step in the rebuilding of our commu-
nity, getting into the kitchen was an excellent way to help our 
Methodist neighbours.

THE WAY OF THE CROSS:
A Shared Journey with the Marralomeda  
Community
One of the great blessings and treasures of St Joseph's Par-
ish, Papanui is to have the Marralomeda Community among 
us. Marralomeda is an Aboriginal word for "the best place on 
earth" and the cluster of five neighbourhood houses known as 
Marralomeda truly lives up to the promise of this name.

 Founded in 1989, after years of discernment by parishio-
ners Anne-Marie and Roger Pike, this community of nineteen 
intellectually disabled people seeks to live Gospel values, to 
hear God's call and to go forward in faith. Assistants and the 
community leadership team are guided by the dream of Jean 
Vanier of "living with" rather than "looking after" the commu-
nity.

 A deeply prayerful experience for the many parishioners 
during the Easter Triduum celebrated at St Gregory's Church, 
is the Way of the Cross on Good Friday morning. It is led by 
Marralomeda with Community members taking the roles of 
Jesus and other characters. They freeze in a tableau as partic-
ular moments of the Way of the Cross are remembered. Other 
members read a simple-going-to-the-heart-of-the-matter 
reflection, followed by sacred song and prayer. Again this year, 
their open hearted presentation touched those present, deeply 
drawing them into the mystery of the passion, death and res-
urrection of Jesus.

Pictured are some of the moments which were the focus on 
last Good Friday.
Kathleen Rushton rsm (Marralomeda Trustee and Parishioner)

St Joseph's Conference members and supporters. Left to right: Andre, 
Terry, Mike Collins (President), Sol, Maureen, and Jo.

The Resurrection of Jesus
 Jesus (Jill Price)

Jesus Dies on the Cross – Mary Magdalene (Virginia Fowler), 
Jesus (Jill Price), Mary (Pat Gray) and John (Michael Taylor)
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In the Diocese
Marist Family To Celebrate  
200 Years
on 23 July of this year, the 
Marist Brothers, Marist 
Missionary Sisters and the 
Fathers and Brothers of the 
Society of Mary join together 
to celebrate the 200th anni-
versary of their conception. 
They invite you, especially 
past students, lay-associ-
ates, family and friends, to 
honour this event. Mass will 
be celebrated at Sacred Heart 
Church, Addington, at 5pm, 
Saturday 23 July, followed 
by a social gathering in the 
parish hall for about two 
hours. We ask you please to 
spread this good news which 
was the beginning of the 
foundation of the Church, 
not only in our diocese, but 
Aotearoa/NZ.

Why the reason for the celebration? In Lyon, France, on 23 
July 1816, the shrine of Our Lady of Fourviere was the place 
where four diocesan priests and eight seminarians pledged 
themselves to found a congregation bearing the name of Mary. 
St Marcellin Champagnat, founder of the Marist Brothers and 
Fr Jean-Claude Colin, founder of the Society of Mary, were 
among those who worked for the next twenty years to carry 
out this promise. They were convinced that they were re-
sponding to a wish of the Mother of Mercy.

Akaroa saw the arrival of the first Marist Father and Marist 
Brother in 1840. Marists founded Xavier College, St Bede's 
College, St Patrick's/Roncalli in Timaru and Marist High/John 
Paul II High School, Greymouth, plus some parish primary 
schools.

On Mother's Day, Sunday, 8 May, 2016, we had the joy of 
celebrating the fifth annual Maryfest and Grand Procession 
in honour of Our Lady of Christchurch. The first procession 
took place in 2011, after the terrible earthquake of that year, 
when the statue which was standing in the (since collapsed) 
Cathedral tower, was seen to have turned to face out towards 
the torn city; reminiscent of the words of the the well known 
hymn Salve Regina: "Turn then, Most Gracious Advocate, thine 
eyes of mercy towards us."

For the first time an antique votive heart was also offered, 
enclosing the names of more than 1500 souls who had been 
enrolled from all around the diocese and further afield in 
Europe and India. The very large number of sheets of names 
were gathered, printed in miniature and enclosed in the recep-
tacle in the back of the heart... literally ‘written in Our Lady's 
heart’... and formally offered in prayer.

The procession accompanying the large garlanded bier 
moved along Main South Road, Sockburn, praying the Rosary, 
the band interspersing the decades with a hymn. A dozen ban-
ners added to the splendour of the occasion.

This year a very beautiful handmade crown was offered by 
the little cortege of the Crown Bearer, May Queen and Train 
Bearer. As the procession returned, a fanfare sounded through 
the Parish Church of Our Lady of Victories, and the statue was 
crowned by the May Queen.

For the first time, His Lordship Bishop Barry Jones was sadly 
absent, having died on 13 February, worn out by his labours 
for his beloved diocese. It was he who had founded and had 
led this procession every year since the first. In his stead Fr 
Rick Loughnan, the Diocesan Administrator, consecrated the 
city and diocese once again to the Immaculate Heart of Mary 
and gave the Benediction of the Most Blessed Sacrament.

Everything we saw was prepared by Catholics who live in 
our city and its environs, a truly remarkable witness to the 
faith of Cantabrians.
Br Nicodemus Mary, FSSR

The Holy Father awards Bernard Wilkins, Angela Woolstencroft, and Donna 
Malone (L to R) with the Pro Ecclesia et Pontifice medal for services to the 
Church in our Diocese, well beyond the call of duty and the requirements 
of their employment. Fr Rick Loughnan presented the awards at Mass at 
St. Mary’s Pro-Cathedral on Saturday 28 May 2016.

Papal Awards

The Black Madonna at Sacred Heart 
Church Addington

Written in Her Heart
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Catholic Schools Day 2016
Catholic Schools Day was marked in a 
special way in the diocese this year, as 
we celebrated 150 years since the first 
Catholic school in the diocese opened on 
Barbadoes St in 1866.
Mr Edward O’Connor started this first 
school, and had up to 400 boys and girls 
before Bishop Viard invited the Sisters 
of Our Lady of the Missions to open the 
first Catholic Girls school on the same 
site in 1868. This was on the other side 
of the first wooden church that was 
eventually replaced by a larger wooden 
Pro-Cathedral prior to the construction 
of the Cathedral of the Blessed Sacra-
ment. 

When the Bishop asked the Marist 
Brothers to start a school for Catho-

"Make your light shine, so that others 
will see the good that you do and will 
praise your Father in heaven."

Following our Prayer Service, the 
students celebrated this special day in 
sharing our talents with our neighbours. 
They visited the under 5's at Angelcare 
Preschool and then the residents of 
Merivale Retirement Home.

This was a wonderful day in which 
our light of Christ shone brightly!
Annette Sjoberg
Principal, Our Lady of Perpetual Help, St 
Albans

 "Celebrating 150 years of 
Catholic Education 

in the Diocese of Christchurch"

lic boys on Barbadoes St in 1888, Mr 
O’Connor stepped aside but continued 
to work for the Church in a number of 
capacities. 

Kimberly Ricafort, a student at Cath-
olic Cathedral College, designed this 
poster which incorporates all the Catho-
lic primary and secondary schools in the 
diocese as of 2016. As we celebrate the 
wonderful network of Catholic schools, 
we give thanks for the contribution of 
so many religious orders in the founda-
tion of these early schools all over the 
diocese, and the work of the lay teachers 
and principals who continue the Mis-
sion of the Church today.
Tony Shaw
Principal, Catholic Cathedral College
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Catholic Schools Day 2016

Mass was held at Sacred Heart Basilica, 
Timaru. Fr Brian Fennessy was the cele-
brant, supported by Frs Joaquin Camano 
and John Morrison.

Over 600 students attended the Mass 
from: St Joseph's Timaru, St Joseph's 
Temuka, St Joseph's Pleasant Point, St 
Joseph's Fairlie, St Patrick's Waimate and 
Sacred Heart Timaru, as well as 24 Year 
13 Leaders from Roncalli College.

After Mass, Year 12 and 13 students 
from Roncalli College organised outdoor 
games for the Primary School students — 
a celebration of faith and fun all in one 
day!
Debbie Plant (DRS, Sacred Heart School).

St Bernadette's, Hornby came on a visit to Our Lady of the 
Assumption (OLA), Hoon Hay. We are now in a pastoral area 
and are strengthening our local ties. We welcomed them with 
the school singing Te Ariki. Then we split into groups for art 
activities, games and a Kahoot quiz made up by the OLA Year 
8 Special Character team. The OLA PTA provided a sausage 
sizzle for all the children.
Liz McDowell DRS

Catholic Schools' Day was 
celebrated by all Catholic pri-
mary and secondary schools 
throughout the country on 
16 May. Across the diocese, from Rangiora to 
Timaru and Hokitika to Greymouth, schools 
celebrated in various ways and many were able 
to get together with others for Mass and vari-
ous fun activities. One way that all schools in 
the diocese were able to join in prayer was with 
a "prayer circle". Through the whole school day, 
a beautiful prayer liturgy was prayed.

The following day saw teachers converge on 
St Mary's Pro-Cathedral for Mass and a time of 
catching up. Wonderful celebrations all round!
Pamela Arthurs
Principal, St Peter's School Beckenham
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Schools

29 July to 2 August 2016 will see Marian 
and Catholic Cathedral Colleges host a 
companion event to World Youth Day in 
Krakow. It is targeted at South Island 
Secondary Schools. We expect 240 
students to converge in Christchurch for 
this event which encompasses pilgrim-
age, service, catechesis and worship.

This event is a unique opportunity for 
those aged 16-
18 years from 
our Catholic 
communities to 
come together 
and share their 
faith. Please 
keep these 
students in 
your prayers as 
they prepare 
themselves for 
this journey. 
Should you 
wish to donate to ensure that costs are 
reduced for families and to ensure no 
one is excluded from participating,  Our 
bank details for donations (reference 
WYD): 03-08550334268- 00.

Catechesis on the theme of Mercy will 
be led by Bishop Charles Drennan (Palm-
erston North), Sr Kathleen Rushton 
rsm (Christchurch), Fr Gerard Ains-
ley (Dunedin) and Fr John Craddock 
(Christchurch).

The second day will take the students 
into Christchurch parishes and Catho-
lic organisations for a day of service for 
the community. The Pilgrimage on an 
interfaith theme will be lead by Fr Rick 
Loughnan and will take the whole group 

New Principal  
Appointed For  
Marian College
On behalf of the Board of Trustees, 
I have great pleasure in announcing 
that Mrs Mary-Lou Davidson has 
been appointed Principal of Marian 
College, effective immediately.

Mary-Lou has been a highly 
respected staff member of Marian 
for 18 years, most recently holding 
the position of Deputy Principal 
for the college. "We are delighted 
that Mary-Lou has confirmed her 
commitment to the college, whilst 
taking the next step in her edu-
cational journey. We know there 
will be exciting times ahead for the 
college, under her visionary and 
compassionate leadership. Mary-
Lou resonates with the Special 
Catholic Character of the college 
and embodies the Marian values of 
service, commitment and persever-
ance" says Jan Paterson, Chair of 
the Board of Trustees. "Through her 
time at Marian, Mary-Lou has de-
veloped strong relationships within 
the college, the Catholic school 
network, and the wider Marian 
Community."

School Reunion:  
Sacred Heart College, 
Ashburton
A reunion for former pupils and staff 
will be held on Sunday 11 September 
in Ashburton. It will begin with 10am 
Mass at Holy Name Church, followed by 
lunch. Please spread the word, we need 
to know numbers to confirm venue, ca-
terers etc. Contact Jo Robinson 03-308-
9314 or e-mail jojohnrobinson@gmail.
com or Therese Toneycliffe 03-741-1306, 
e-mail: geeandtee@snap.net.nz

Pilgrimage, Service, Catechesis and Worship
World Youth Day in the South Island

from our broken Catholic Cathedral to 
the Transitional Cathedral for prayer. 
From there the, students will pilgrimage 
in smaller groups to the key pilgrimage 
sites: City Mission, Te Rangimarie, the 
Jewish Synagogue, Cathedral Square, 
Barbadoes Street Cemetery and St Luke's 
site and the Russian Orthodox church.

 Mass will be offered at 5pm on the 
WYD Site in the 
Catholic Ca-
thedral College 
Hall. Every-
one is warmly 
invited. In the 
evening, exactly 
to the correct 
Polish time, we 
will live stream 
the Papal Mass 
in Krakov.

 During 
the whole 

of the three days, the Mission Team 
will maintain a chapel on site and will 
offer a prayer space, reconciliation and 
adoration. On theMonday, we pray that 
our students will journey home with 
strengthened faith and a true sense of 
belonging to the Catholic Church both 
locally and universally.

 You can find our promo video clip on 
the Christchurch diocesan website:  
http//www.chch.catholic.org.nz/. To 
keep up with what's happening, see our 
Facebook page: World Youth Day 2016 
Christchurch or #WYD162CHCH. For 
any further enquiries please phone  
Abina Pope, DRS at Marian College  
027 7209297.
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Year of Mercy

Formation Opportunities for Parishes,  
Pastoral Areas and Groups
During this Year of Mercy, the Bishop's Pastoral Office is offering a programme 
of formation. Six sessions are being offered, some of which focus on the Year of 
Mercy. The sessions are:
1. Laudato Si — Sr Eleanor Capper RSJ
2. The Sacrament of Reconciliation in the Year of Mercy — Fr John Adams
3. Jesus Christ: Face of the Father's Mercy — Fr Paul Williamson sm
4. Practical Strategies to becoming an evangelising parish — Matt O'Connell
5. Building Firm in Faith, the architecture of Catholic life — Fr John O'Connor
6. Active Participation in the Mass; the Source and Summit of the Christian 
Life — Fr Michael Pui

We hope that in the Year of Mercy, these topics will continue to enable you 
to grow in your understanding of the faith and of God's Mercy. If your parish, 
pastoral area, church community or group would like to hold a session, please 
contact Matt O'Connell on 366-9869 or moconnell@chch.catholic.org.nz and 
he will arrange it for you.

Leeston Parishioners Enter Akaroa's Holy Door
Parishioners of St John the Evangelist Leeston recently made a pilgrimage to the 
beautiful and historic St Patrick's Church in Akaroa. They entered by the Holy Door 
to mark the Year of Mercy.

The Seven Corporal 
Works Of Mercy:
1. Feed the hungry.
2. Give drink to the thirsty.
3. Clothe the naked.
4. Shelter the homeless.
5. Visit the sick.
6. Visit the imprisoned.
7. Bury the dead.

The seven spiritual works of mercy:
1. Counsel the doubtful.
2. Instruct the ignorant.
3. Admonish sinners.
4. Comfort the afflicted.
5. Forgive offenses.
6. Bear wrongs patiently.
7. Pray for the living and the dead.

This year saw a considerable increase in 
the number of people attending Divine 
Mercy Sunday in Sacred Heart Basili-
ca, Timaru. Divine Mercy Sunday was 
promoted with reference to the Jubilee 
Year of Mercy. With the Basilica having 
been granted a designated "Holy Door", 
many participants took the opportunity 
to enter through this door.
Margaret Cowan, Co-ordinator

Timaru's Holy Door
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In the Diocese

Interfaith Harmony Increasingly 
Important
In February, Sr Bertha Hurley smsm received an award for 
years of service promoting interfaith harmony. It was given 
at the 11th National Interfaith Forum held in Auckland. Sr 
Bertha is a member of the Catholic Bishops Committee for 
Interfaith Relations and the Christchurch Interfaith Society. 
With the broadening of expressions of faith in New Zealand, 
the work of those committed to interfaith understanding is 
all the more important. Congratulations, Sr Bertha.

The John Paul II Centre
Welcomes a New Director 
"I am really looking forward to working alongside the John 
Paul II Centre for Life team," said its newly appointed Director, 
Margaret Chang. "The opportunity to support people's needs 
in our diocesan community is very much aligned to my life 
purpose," she said. Margaret is married with two teenage chil-
dren. Please feel free to contact Margaret at the Centre for Life 
on (03) 351 3225 or by email: margaret@jp2.org.nz

After three years as Director, Clare Bell is stepping down to 
welcome a new baby into the family in August. "I have really 
enjoyed my time here. I have worked with people with such 
love of God and life. One of my highlights has been the es-
tablishment of the 40 Days for Life." We wish Margaret every 
blessing in her new role and thank Clare for her tireless work.

The Church Calls Us to Defend 
Life and Oppose a Culture of 
Death
Right to Life is a whole of life incorporated society which 
upholds the Church's teaching by defending the inalien-
able right to life of every human being, from conception to 
natural death. Right to Life invites parishioners to visit our 
website, www.righttolife.org.nz, for up to date information 
on life issues. Applications for membership are welcome 
and may be made to PO Box 668, Christchurch 8140 or 
phone 03-385-6111.

Three smsm sisters participating at the Conference : Sisters Catherine 
Jones (Wellington) Bertha Hurley (Christchurch) Patricia Leamy  
(Auckland).


