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From the Diocesan Administrator
Greetings to you all.

Since I wrote to you in the Winter 
edition of Inform, there have been a 
number of youth events in our diocese. 
Marian College and Catholic Cathe-
dral College hosted a World Youth Day 
weekend on the Cathedral site. The 
weekend involved senior students of 
Catholic Schools from both the Dunedin 
and Christchurch Dioceses. It was an 
exciting event with Masses, pilgrim-
age and catechesis. As I write to you, 
over thirty participants are attending 
Journey to the Father, our young adult 
retreat. I thank our Diocesan Youth 
Team, our Directors of Religious Studies 
and teachers in our schools who make 
these events happen. I mention only 
two of the various activities and events 
that involve the youth and young adults 
of our diocese. There are youth groups 
functioning in many of our parishes. 
The Church is, at its heart, a missionary 
Church. Our vocation as members of the 
Body of Christ is to draw others into the 
life of the Holy Trinity, shared with us 
in the sacraments. When young people 
have the opportunity to hear the Gospel, 
they are often more open than we think. 
I ask you to support and pray for the 
wonderful young people of our diocese: 
those who attend Mass in our parishes 

and those who don't, those who attend 
our Catholic schools and those who 
don't. Let us develop a whole new vision 
of walking alongside young people in as 
many ways as we can.

I challenge you who are young people 
to think once more about the impor-
tance of coming to know and follow 
Jesus.
God bless,
Fr Rick Loughnan
Administrator

With the great news of the canonisation of St 
Teresa of Calcutta, we continue to be thankful 
for the generosity of the Church in India to 
our diocese. Two priests have recently arrived 
on loan to serve us. Fr Edwin Colaco arrived 
in June and is a religious priest of the Sale-
sian order. He has been appointed as Assistant 
Priest at St Mary's Pro-Cathedral. Ordained in 
1996, he has been a priest for 20 years and is 
from the Mumbai Province. He has previously 
been involved in parish and youth ministry.

Fr Paul Avarez is a religious priest in the 
congregation of the Oblates of St Joseph and 
arrived in August. He is from Kerala. Fr Paul 
was ordained to the priesthood in 2015. Prior 
to coming to Christchurch, he has worked in 
parishes at Tamilnadu and Kerala.

Both priests see this mission experience 
as a blessing and are thankful to Fr Rick 
Loughnan and the priests of our diocese who 
have helped them.
Mike Stopforth
Director — Bishop's Pastoral Office

Where were you in September, 1991? 
The World Wide Web had only just 
been invented and was a long way 
from our shores, Jim Bolger was 
Prime Minister, Vicki Buck was Mayor 
of Christchurch, Alex Wyllie and John 
Hart coached the All Blacks in the 
Rugby World Cup, and we watched 
Paul Holmes and Krypton Factor on 
TV.

Bishop Basil Meeking’s opening 
words in the first Inform read: “A 

warm welcome to Inform. It is a 
response to my request for further 
means of communication in our 
diocese. I hope it may provide some 
information we need as intelligent 
and active members of the Church.” 
He said that we are people who live 
by faith and “that faith will be the 
guide and standard of this modest 
publication”. 

Many stories have been told, many 
friends, family members, loved pastors 

and buildings have left us since then. 
But so many cherished memories 
remain. 

This humble newsletter has 
expanded; it is now bigger, in full 
colour, is printed in the thousands, 
and available to millions via our 
diocesan website. 

However some things remain the 
same. Each Bishop still wants it to 
continue to celebrate the best of 
Catholic life in Christchurch Diocese. 

Inform 25 years young

Fr Edwin Colaco and Fr Paul Avarez
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Spring Issue 106 September 2016

NGA MIHI NUI FROM 
THE EDITORIAL 
DESK

Bishop’s Office
Welcome to Inform Issue 106, the 
Spring Edition. Nau mai, haere mai.

This issue marks the 25th 
anniversary of Inform. We featured 
archival stories in Inform Issue 
100 (a collectors edition) so have 
resisted the temptation to do so 
again this time. However, as you 
will see, we do mark this important 
anniversary with a brief "look back".

Along with a number of 
interesting smaller stories, we 
feature a homily given by Bishop 
Meeking reflecting on the Year 
of Mercy. It was given at the 
Catholic Women's League National 
Conference Opening Mass in 
late July. We share the joy of Sr 
Catherine OCD who faced many 
challenges in the days leading up 
to her first profession. Her telling of 
these events makes for compelling 
reading. We celebrate the blessing 
of the St Joseph of Nazareth 
hermitage at the Beatitudes 
Community in Leithfield. We 
capture something of the World 
Youth Day weekend on the site 
of Marian College and Catholic 
Cathedral College.

Here is something new for 
Inform. Would you like to have 
your brilliant photo of a Catholic 
event or person featured on the 
front cover? If so, please submit it 
by the next deadline. There is no 
prize other than the satisfaction 
gained through serving Our Lord 
and Inform in this way. If these 
photographs are a little timeless, we 
may have options for some time to 
come.

May I thank my Assistant Editor, 
Zachary Ashley, for his fine work 
and great support over the last 
thirteen issues. I welcome Caitlin 
Godfrey who will join me on Issue 
107.

Our thanks to all contributors to 
Inform 106 and to you for reading 
it! Please pass it on.

In Christ,
Ken Joblin, Editor
Zachary Ashley Assistant Editor

It has been a busy but enjoyable few 
months with many changes and the 
start of the fundraising campaign in 
some parishes. Shelagh Murray is from 
AskRIGHT, our professional fundrais-
ing team. She and I have held 
fundraising meetings in the 
parishes of Akaroa, Leeston, 
Hokitika and Mairehau, all of 
which have gone very well. 
I can see the passion in each 
parish and the willingness of 
each to fundraise. This style 
of professional fundraising 
is new - it is not something 
most of us have participated 
in. Even at this early stage, 
I am very positive about the 
outcomes. We have more meetings 
booked with Sockburn and Riccarton 
and are planning more workshops 
around the parishes to keep everyone 
up-to-date. These workshops also give 
everyone the opportunity to ask ques-
tions about the diocese and where we 
are heading.

Canterbury members of the Legion of 
Mary met at the Church of Christ the 
King, Burnside to renew their Legion-
ary promise. Founded by the Venerable 
Frank Duff, the Legion of Mary is the 
largest Catholic organisation of laymen 
and women in the universal Church. 
"We, legionaries, march with Mother 
Mary, being Her soldiers and Her chil-
dren, in prayer and in service." We strive 
"like the Mother of Grace, to work for 
God. We desire to co-operate by labours 
and sacrifices towards salvation of the 
whole world".

When we go outside our homes and 
churches each day, there are innumera-

From Our Diocesan General Manager
It is great to have Tony Sewell on 

board in the diocesan property role. He 
has definitely hit the ground running 
and is very keen to meet with parishes 
to get a good understanding of what is 

required in each area and 
how we can best work for 
the diocese. Tony brings a 
huge wealth of experience 
to his role and a genuine 
sense of confidence as we 
face the future.

From what I have seen, 
we have always had 
strong members on our 
diocesan Finance and 
Management Board. I am 
pleased to welcome Chris 

Milne, Sara O'Connor, Edward Spar-
row and Kristy O'Connor to the board. 
They join us at an exciting time for the 
diocese.

Thank you for all your continued sup-
port. We are here to work with you.
Andy Doherty
Diocesan General Manager

Marching With Mother Mary:
The Legion Of Mary in Canterbury

ble opportunities to do good and glorify 
God in union with Mother Mary. We 
visit the sick, the homebound, older 
people and those who long for someone 
to listen, pray and have a spiritual chat 
with them. In Canterbury, there are 
now eight senior praesidia (groups) and 
one junior praesidium (for those aged 
between 8-17).

See www.legionofmary.org.nz. for 
more. Contact Curia President, Gen-
evieve Wei on 0212727597 or email: 
weigtp@gmail.com.
Imee Mirasol
Our Lady of Serenity Praesidium
Christ the King Parish, Burnside

Annual Legio Acies held at Christ the King Parish Centre.

Correction: In the last issue John 
Wright was incorrectly named on p.13 
as John Stewart. Inform regrets the 
error.
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Around the Parishes

Photos Wanted
Photos of priests who have worked in the 
diocese are needed for the archives. While the 
Diocesan archives has a significant collection 
of photos there are not many of the priests 
who have worked here in the past. We know 
many parishes have photos of their former 
parish priests but we do not have copies of 
those. If people with these photos could lend 
them to us for copying, or even donate them, 
we would be most grateful.

To contact the archives Email: archives@
chch.catholic.org.nz Archivist, Fr Kevin 
Clark, c/o Diocesan Office, P.O. Box 4544, 
Christchurch: Michael Hanrahan mhhh@
xtra.co.nz Merle Conaghan 03 358 8758.

Greymouth's 
Good Shepherd 
Remembered

27 July 
would have 
been the 
64th anni-
versary of 
Monsignor 
Gerry O'Con-
nor's ordina-
tion to the 
priesthood. 
Greymouth 
parishio-

ners gathered in their parish centre to 
celebrate the gift of his priestly ministry 
to their parish. A plaque was unveiled 
and blessed by current parish priest, 
Fr Peter Costello. Monsignor Gerry 
was affectionately known as the Good 
Shepherd, so Rose McKenzie read from 
Chapter 10 of St John's Gospel, "I am 
the Good Shepherd". Monsignor O'Con-
nor's priesthood was truly configured to 
Christ.

On 31 July, parishioners were joined 
for Mass in our Pro-Cathedral by many 
CWL members from around the dio-
cese. After Holy Communion, Fr Rick 
Loughnan presented certificates and 50 
year badges to foundation members, 
Mary Angow and Dorothea McKenzie. 
The day continued with high tea at the 
Elms Hotel in Papanui, hosted by the St 

A Saturday afternoon in August saw Confirmation candidates, 
their sponsors and families clean Fr John Adams' glass house 
and garage, groom cars, sell firewood and tidy their school. 
They experienced the joy of teamwork and the satisfaction 
found in getting things done in the service of others.

Fifty Years Of Faith And Service
St Mary's Catholic Women's League, Manchester Street

Mary's Branch. A 
collage depicting 
past members in 
faith and service 
and at social 
occasions created 
great interest. 
The Jubilee cake, 
made by Kathleen 
Fitzsimmons, 

was cut by the foundation members. 
Kathleen was also presented with her 
40 year badge. 

 It was a fitting celebration and we 
thank the women who paved the way 
for us to continue to serve the parish 
with unfailing Faith and Service.
Joan Adams
Member, St Mary's CWL

Act of Service Day, St Joseph's, Papanui
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Year of Mercy
"The quality of mercy is not 
strained, It droppeth as the 
gentle rain from heaven upon 
the place beneath."

When you were in high school did 
you learn by heart those words from 
Shakespeare's comedy, "The Merchant of 
Venice?” Perhaps you were the one cho-
sen to stand on the stage in your school 
uniform at the break-up at the end of 
the year and to declaim that speech of 

Portia, the judge in the contest between 
justice and mercy. Though I fear that 
current theories about education may 
no longer have a place for the plays of 
Shakespeare or his wisdom.

So in declaring 2016 a Year of Mercy, 
Pope Francis has put us in touch with 
neglected human insights as well as 
with essential truths of the Catholic 
faith.

 Pope Francis has pointed out that we 
need a certain sensitivity if we are to be 
merciful people. He says: "Moved by the 
Holy Spirit and led by Jesus we can see 
from afar, with the eyes of mercy, those 
who have fallen along the wayside." 
Surely you, the members of the Cath-
olic Women's League, understand that 
well. Like the Church herself the League 
follows the prompting of the Holy Spirit 
to engage in works of mercy.

If we are to show mercy, if we are to 
have that sensitivity that makes us alert 
to see where mercy is needed, then we 
ourselves need to know well what it is 
to receive mercy. The most general and 
basic experience of mercy is the mercy 
we receive from God in the forgiveness 
of our sins.

Mercy is the form that love takes 
when it encounters the misery of sin. It 
is not much use thinking about mercy 
unless we accept that sin is a reality and 
that we are sinners. In fact Pope Francis 
last month said: "We never cease to be 
in need of renewed conversion, of great-
er love and nothing strengthens our 
faith more than being cleansed of our 
sins. God uses our own sinfulness," said 
the Pope, "as the vessel of his mercy." 
That really bears thinking about, that 
we don't really know how to be merciful 
unless we are very clear about the truth 
that we are forgiven sinners. That is 
why we begin every Mass by acknowl-
edging our sins.

If we are to show mercy to others we 
need to know what it is to receive mercy 
from God for our sins. As forgiven sin-
ners we receive from the Holy Spirit this 
sensitivity. In his discourse at the Last 
Supper, Jesus promised to send the Holy 
Spirit to his Church to remind us of our 
sins, of our need of mercy, and to show 
the world how wrong it is about sin. (Jn 
16,8)

Perhaps at this point you want to say: 
Is it necessary to be talking about sin in 
this Year of Mercy? Well, yes. Pope Fran-
cis certainly thinks it is. Because the 
God of love and truth cannot ignore our 
sinful disobedience and all the evil and 
disorder it has brought into the world in 
the course of history. God cannot treat 
our sins as if they did not matter or had 
no consequences. To do so would be to 
demean our humanity and our freedom 
which is God's good creation. Mercy 
cannot be cheap grace. The reality of sin 
cannot be glossed over or ignored; it has 
cost the blood of Christ.

In our secular, unbelieving world, 
people largely reject the idea of sin. 
Because that is the world in which we 
have to live, perhaps we too are not 
always so sure; perhaps we try to get 
rid of personal responsibility for our 
sins by insisting that sin is embodied 

in the structures of government or the 
commercial world.

That can be true, as far as it goes. 
There can be social structures that are 
morally wrong; but sin is always the 
personal and responsible decisions of us 
free human beings. A sin that is every-
one's sin is no one's sin. The sins com-
mitted by a government for instance are 
the sins of the Prime Minister, of the 
members of parliament, of civil ser-
vants, or of us when we have voted for 
such people and their policies.

If we do not know we are sinners and 
we don't repent, then we are the most 
unfortunate of people. To be aware that 
I am a sinner and to will to repent is to 
be on the road to heaven. The Gospels 
that tell us so bluntly about our sins are 
indeed the Good News of Jesus Christ.

The following homily was given at the Opening Mass of the CWL National 
Conference 2016 by the Most Reverend Basil Meeking, Bishop Emeritus of 
the Christchurch Diocese.
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From page 5
Listen to these 

words of Pope Fran-
cis: "Mercy joins a 
human need to the 
heart of God and this 
leads to immediate 
action. With the help 
of grace", he goes on, 
"our dialogue with 
the Lord has to focus 
straightaway on that 

sin for which I most need the Lord's 
mercy, the one of which I am most 
ashamed, the one for which I most 
desire to make reparation." That is why 
one of the important goals of this Year 
of Mercy is to remind us of the need to 
make a regular and good confession of 
our sins. That is why Pope Francis on 
several occasions has himself been pub-
licly hearing confession around Rome.

In asking for God's mercy through a 
good confession, we open ourselves up 
to God. In the Pope's words, "We invite 
our Lord to heal and cleanse us in every 
part of our life." It has been well said 
that Christians do not believe in sin; 
they believe in the forgiveness of sins, 
in the Church, in the sacrament of pen-
ance, in a good and integral confession.

"God is greater than any of our sins," 
says the Pope, "so we can pray in the 
words of Psalm 50: ‘Have mercy on me 
O God in your kindness; in your com-
passion, blot out my offence.'“St Ber-
nard, that great preacher of the Middle 
Ages, urged his hearers: "Enter into the 
wounds of our Lord and there you will 
find mercy." The heart of Jesus is the 
very centre of mercy. When we experi-
ence the mercy of God in the forgive-
ness of our sins, then we can become 
people of mercy. And the Mother of God 
is the Mother of Mercy; look to her. That 
is the advice of Pope Francis and I use 
his words to conclude this reflection.

He says: "Let Our Lady gaze at you. 
Her eyes of mercy are surely the greatest 
vessel of mercy for their gaze enables us 
to drink in the kindness and goodness 
for which we hunger with a yearning 
that only a look of love can satisfy.... 
Mary's eyes of mercy also enable us 
to see God's mercy at work in human 
history and to find Jesus in the faces 
of our brothers and sisters." The Pope 
concludes: "In Mary we catch a glimpse 
of the promised land — the kingdom of 
mercy established by the Lord — al-
ready present in this life."

Year of Mercy

In this Jubilee Year of Mercy, it is helpful 
to recall Divine Mercy Sunday which 
concludes the Easter Octave.  This year, 
Divine Mercy celebrations took place in 
our Pro-Cathedral.  A great outpouring 
of mercy took place on all who attended 
the Mass, Reconciliation, and recita-
tion of the Chaplet of Mercy.  People 
were there in such large numbers as to 
completely fill the church, chapel, and 
narthex.

Many priests were in attendance to 
offer the sacrament of reconciliation 
and concelebrate the Mass.  It was a 
truly blessed occasion which causes us 

Study Night Series for Extraordinary  
Jubilee Year of Mercy
5 sessions, Oct 13 — Nov 10 7.30pm, Christ the King Parish

“Divine Mercy is the Second Greatest Story Ever Told” is a dramatic 10-session 
journey featuring best-selling author Fr Micheal Gaitley, MIC.  Fr Gaitley weaves 
a tapestry of wonder and beauty from the threads of the history of Poland, the 
transformative message of St Faustina, the prophetic apparitions of Our Lady of 
Fatima, the powerful witness of St Maximilian Kolbe and the world-changing 
papacy of St John Paul II.

To register: call Divine Mercy at 359 2087 email info@divinemercy.co.nz

to reflect on the words of Our Lord to 
St Faustina: “My secretary, write that I 
am more generous toward sinners than 
toward the just. It was for their sake 
that I came down from heaven; it was 
for their sake that My Blood was spilled.  
Let them not fear to approach Me; they 
are most in need of My mercy.” (Diary; 
1275).

St Faustina's prophetic words resonat-
ed with utmost clarity throughout this 
celebration. "My mission will not come 
to an end upon my death...I will draw 
aside the veils of heaven to convince you 
of God's goodness." (Diary; 281)

Divine Mercy Sunday
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Religious

Dear Friends, There are many things 
to give thanks to God for as I attempt 
to put into words the experience of 
professing my first vows as a religious 
of Carmel... The freezing rain predicted 
for the early morning Mass held off and 
skies were clear till midday. The Chapel 
itself offered a warm and joyful welcome 
with its beautiful abundance of white 
and red flowers, freshly pressed altar 
linen and polished candle holders. We 
were blessed with the presence of seven 
priests for the Mass. The main celebrant, 
Fr Trinkle, came all the way from Wash-
ington DC and gave a beautiful hom-
ily, the fruit of his own contemplative 
vocation, which was much commented 
on afterwards.

The lead up to the profession was 
dramatic in many ways, as you will soon 
see, and so the ceremony was testament 
to the power of God working all things 
for good for those who love him. For the 
many friends who travelled to Christ-
church and others who battled wintry 
conditions to be a part of this special 
day, and for all those who expressed 
their support via letters and emails - I 
feel truly blessed. From a grateful heart 
it is my hope that the graces of my pro-
fession be granted to all who attended 
the Mass and all those who wished to. 
Now you must allow me to switch gears 
to say a word about my retreat ... if I can 

6 August 2016 Feast of the Transfiguration

Profession of First Vows at Carmel
still call it a retreat.

The whole thing turned upside down 
from the beginning. Even before it 
began things got interesting: our Sister 
organist got sick, the microphone in the 
chapel started to play up (no time for 
the necessary system replacement) and 
the general disarray created by weeks of 
earthquake repair work in the monas-
tery, workmen, noise, displaced furni-
ture, showed no signs of coming to an 
end. The custom of sending the hermit 
off "into the desert" the night before her 
retreat had to be somewhat improvised 
due to a rather contagious flu bug de-

scending on the community and so four 
sisters were missing. My enthusiasm 
was not to be restrained however, and I 
began my profession retreat in earnest!

I woke up on the first day of my 
retreat ... unwell. I made it through day 
one with a bit of extra effort, but half-
way through day two I succumbed and 
crawled into bed, my head spinning. 
One thought did not properly follow the 
other as I lay in a daze. This sorry state 
of affairs continued through day three, 
day four, day five... My profession was to 
be televised as a short update to follow 
our May 1st story on Sunday TV1, and 

Reproduced with the permission 
of TVNZ Sunday programme.
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as it was, my voice was husky, my cough 
unrelenting, and black bags were grow-
ing under my eyes. But of most concern; 
the days were passing and I hadn't 
started preparing for my vows! From my 
sickbed it seemed my little world was 
coming to an end. Fr. Trinkle missed his 
connecting flight to New Zealand and 
spent nearly 24 hours in San Francisco 
Airport. Then, after an extraordinarily 
mild winter, freezing temperatures hit 
Christchurch and Sr Cushla (Novice 
Mistress) came to tell me of the bleak-
ness of the forecast with its predictions 
of sleet and snow. Thus my parents had 
to cancel. I began wondering, "Will any 
of my friends make it?"

After Mother Dorothea got the flu 
followed closely by Sister Cushla, there 
were only a few sisters left to tend to the 
sick in what became Carmel's Hospital 
Ward. The main upstairs shower over-
flowed its banks, rendering all drains 
unusable and the bathroom inoperable. 
The fire alarm went off during Mass: 
shower water had found its way into 
the system. More workmen. Workmen 
everywhere! When Sr Hermit finally 
emerged from her Hospital Ward-Cell-
Tomb, she found that no destination 
could be reached safely. If it wasn't a 
workman she ran into (who invariably 
asked her help in tracking down the 
Prioress) it was a sister. Sisters were 
running around getting ready for the 
profession or tending to the sick or act-
ing as building and plumbing consul-
tants or were simply displaced because 
their cell or office was turned inside out.

For myself, after spending so many 
days cooped up inside I thought I must 

get out for a walk. Indeed, my sanity 
depended on it. I just made it out to the 
paddock when snowy rain started fall-
ing. And what a distraction it was when 
I caught sight of the builder's purebred 
dog after a few days of forced bedrest; 
he had doubled in size from all the little 
gifts of the sisters!

The chapel sounded like a train sta-
tion. The hermitage felt colder than a 

freezer. The Hospital Ward was bustling 
... nowhere for Sr. Hermit to go for her 
much needed silence and solitude! The 
retreat was drawing to a close and it 
was time for the rehearsal. Any laugh-
ter, mine at least, was purely nervous: 
the microphone completely stopped 
working, the new chapel lighting re-
flected off the plastic of Father's book so 
badly that he couldn't see "large chunks" 
of the words he was to read and the 
only authorities on how things should 
go realized they "couldn't remember" 
how things should go. There were blank 
stares all round.

Thus, we came to the eve of my pro-
fession and the engine of the monastery 
seemed to be coughing as it refused to 
keep running on an empty tank. The 
sisters were dead to the world in more 
ways than one. It was a very ... quiet 
... night. I was told to "stay in" in the 
morning and I can testify what hap-
pened at rising time: ‘Twas the morning 
of the profession, and all through the 
house, not a creature was stirring, not 
even a mouse.

In a spirit of true fraternal charity all 
the sisters in the monastery were pres-
ent at Mass, the Hospital Ward vacant 
for an hour or so, and they offered a 
generous chorus of sniffles and coughs. 
I was seated at the front of the nuns 
choir in a beautifully decorated chair, 
with candle and kneeler. Mass began 
... and the grace of God, and the beau-
ty of God, and the power of God were 
made undeniably manifest, as I hope I 
conveyed somewhat at the beginning... 
The worst case scenario did not win out 
as the Holy Spirit came to overcome all 
sickness, distraction and prayerless-
ness. In mercy I was picked up in my 

ReligiousReligious

Religious
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weakness and "made rich out of his poverty" (2 Cor. 8:9).  I 
was filled with joy and the peace "which surpasses all under-
standing" (Phil. 4:7).  It is this peace that I have enjoyed and 
continue to enjoy in Carmel "hidden with Christ in God" (Col. 
3:3).

As I said in my Habit Day reflection two years ago I can re-
peat, having come thus far by the grace of God; I give thanks 
to Him whose plans for us are always good. And so now my 
habit is replete with crucifix and the gift of a new rosary. The 
latter jingles when I walk so that I join other sisters in being 
heard from a mile away. But that is not all that has changed 
with my profession of vows... "I will betroth you to myself in 
faithfulness and you shall come to know the Lord" (Hosea 
2:22). What a mystery religious profession is.

Father Trinkle's homily explains a bit more of what it means 
for me to have joined the ranks of the cloistered contempla-
tives of the Church: "... Sr Catherine is climbing a different 

mountain, St. John of 
the Cross's Ascent of 
Mt Carmel. And it's a 
treacherous one. But 
she is not alone. She 
has answered a call 
from her Beloved to be 
his bride forever. In her 
nuptial exchange she 
will say, `I do'. It can 
be said of Sr. Catherine 
from God the Father, 
`This is my chosen 
daughter, follow her 
example of total sur-
render to me, seeking 
me alone, and all else 
I will give to you.' It is 
said in the letter to the 
Colossians, primarily 
referring to baptism, 
`For you have died and your life is hidden with Christ in 
God. When Christ your life appears then you too will appear 
with him in glory.' Sr Catherine's life is more hidden from the 
world, not a flight from it, but a journey to God in the desert 
of Carmel as a profound selfless act of love for her brothers 
and sisters, for whom she prays night and day, year after year, 
until she leaves this world, for the salvation of all. Her hid-
den life of prayer and penance is for priests as well, all of us 
backed in the person of Christ, that we may lead lives worthy 
of our calling... A Carmelite nun does not choose Carmel for 
or by herself. God does the choosing. And it says in Scripture, 
`You did not choose me, I chose you.' And that goes for all of 
us. God chose us first. He loved us first. And will love us for 
all eternity."

Deo Gratias!
Sister Catherine of Christ OCD
Carmelite Monastery
Christchurch, New Zealand.

Religious
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Sunday morning here at Sacred Heart, 26 June, 2016, was 
an especially joyful occasion when Fr. Tom O'Connor sm 
together with his Marist confreres, celebrated the parish 
Mass. Present with him was his sister Mary, his older 
brother Barry - also a Marist priest - and close family 
friends, who on this day became part of our parish family.

Joyfully and zealously for fifty golden years, Tom 
O'Connor, priest of the Society of Mary, had served most 
generously and well God's People in dioceses throughout 
New Zealand from Whangarei in the North to Timaru in 
the South. Effective, organised, hard-working, Tom with 
a gentle and welcoming smile has been true to the gift 
of Christ's priesthood for fifty years. His priestly ministry 
has reached effectively and well, children, young people, 
mature people settled in life, and the elderly. To all of 
them, he has shown the face and demeanour of Christ the 
Priest, serving with faithful priestly love all those whom 
Christ himself loves.

For this gift of fifty years of priesthood we are all grate-
ful because by it we have all been blessed. We pray for 
Tom in his Golden Jubilee Year, and we pray that in the 
years to come he be blessed with good health and con-
tinued priestly zeal. And as we pray for Tom, we pray for 
generous hearts that other younger men, supported by 
their parents and family, may step forward and answer 

Honoring the Marist Seed
Two centuries ago, 5 newly ordained priests and 7 Diocesan 
Seminarians in Lyon made a promise to found the Congrega-
tion of Mary. On 23 July, 200 years later, around 250 people 
gathered in Addington to honour this anniversary. The Marist 
Family has as its symbol a tree of many branches and this was 
re-lived by representatives of the Marist Missionary Sisters, 
the two groups of Marist Brothers and the Priests of the Soci-
ety of Mary, lighting candles on a multi-branched candelabra, 
(seen in the photo with students from Catholic Cathedral 
College). Hymns were enjoyed in the four languages of Latin, 
French, Maori and English. After Mass, enjoyable refresh-
ments and instructional features followed.

Fr Tom O'connor — Golden Jubilee

Fr Tom O’Connor sm celebrating his 50th anniversary of priestly 
ordination. L to R, Frs Bernard Carnie sm, Barry O’Connor sm, Tom 
O’Connor sm, Kevin Manning sm, and Vince Curtain sm.

the call to priestly service, which Christ, the one, true High 
Priest unfailingly and ceaselessly offers to many for the 
sake of His Church.
Fr Paul Williamson sm

A surprise feature within the liturgy was the presentation of 
two rugby balls, inscribed with the words: Marist Rugby NZ. 
This club is an offspring of the Marist movement and is the 
biggest rugby association in New Zealand with 12% of the na-
tion's players. The Marist national rugby representative placed 
two balls at the feet of the statue of St Peter Chanel. In 1892, 
this statue was brought from Lyon in France for use in our di-
ocese by our first bishop, John Grimes sm. One ball will go to 
Futuna and the other was presented to the Girls' rugby team 
at Catholic Cathedral College. This presentation was made at 
the end of their school Mass on Assumption Day. There is a 
lot of intertwining here and great hope for a Marist future! Go 
Marist! — for another 200 years!
Fr John Craddock sm
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"Come away with me to some lonely 
place all by yourselves and rest a while" 
(Mark 6:31). Jesus now addresses this 
invitation to each one of us. In our busy 
lives it is important to take time out to 
re-focus on Him who is the Way, the 
Truth and the Life, so that we can be 
strengthened to live the Gospel in our 
families, communities, workplaces, and 
missions. Hence why this Gospel read-
ing was chosen for the blessing of the 
new "St Joseph of Nazareth" hermitage 
located at the Beatitudes Community in 
Leithfield.

Welcoming people for a time of retreat 
has always been an important mission 
for the Beatitudes Community, and 
they are delighted to now have a special 
building specifically for this. The hermit-
age has been named after Jesus' earthly 
father because he protected and provid-
ed for Our Lord during the 'hidden' and 
formative years of His youth at Naz-
areth. The 'hermits' staying there will 
only be of the temporary variety — all 
(i.e.  lay people as well as priests and re-
ligious) are welcome to make a booking 
for a personal retreat.

Religious

St Joseph's intercession is often 
sought for necessary material provisions 
and he has been particularly efficacious 
on this project. The hermitage was 
refurbished from an existing shed-like 
building, but much input was required 
to achieve this transformation. The 
initial Providence came from a gener-
ous donation from the estate of the late 
Graeme Blackburn, gifted by his family. 

A great number of other people have 
also given of their time, treasure and 
talent throughout the process, not just 
for enabling and undertaking the refur-
bishment, but also in maintaining and 
beautifying the surrounding grounds. 
While each of these benefactors deserves 
an individual mention, this would not be 
possible within the space of this article!

Despite a dubious start to the day on 

Blessing of the St Joseph of Nazareth  
Hermitage at the Beatitudes Community
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Sunday the 10th of June, St Joseph 
also provided ample sunshine for the 
blessing and official opening of the 
hermitage that afternoon. A sizeable 
crowd arrived and, whilst it took some 
time for everyone to filter through the 
cosy building, everyone found it to be an 
inviting and peaceful place.

Retreatants staying at the hermit-
age will have the option of joining the 
Beatitudes Community in their liturgical 
celebrations, and being guided by com-
munity members in their retreat.

Whilst the refurbishment of the her-
mitage was in itself a sizeable achieve-
ment, it is only a small step towards a 
much more ambitious endeavour — the 
creation of the Fourvière Retreat Centre, 
which will cater for groups and indi-
viduals seeking a peaceful setting for 
various spiritual activities. The retreat 
centre itself will be owned and managed 
by the Fourvière Trust Board, in collabo-
ration with the Beatitudes Community. 
But for the meantime, those seeking a 
lonely place to spend time with Jesus 
may wish to make a booking at the St 
Joseph of Nazareth hermitage.

Alone with God
Without Christ a retreat is a stepping 

back from battle or a politicians' meet-
ing in a luxury lodge. For the person of 
faith a retreat is a time of stepping back 
not from life, but from the stuff that can 
often be a routine and superficial substi-
tute for abundant life. For the Christian 
therefore a retreat is an engagement 
with reality and with the God who in 
Christ became human in the midst of 
messy earthly reality. Around the world 
monasteries have been places where 
an individual can follow their desire to 
be alone with God for a day or two or a 
week. While group retreats have their 
place, today there is a growing need for 

hermitages where people can come, in 
their own time, to give time to allow 
God to work with them without distrac-
tion. I am delighted to see the Commu-
nity of the Beatitudes developing these 
hermitages and it was a joy to see the 
first such hermitage on the Leithfield 
site blessed and opened recently.
Fr John O'Connor
Parish Priest, Parish of the Good Shepherd 
Hurunui

A Spiritual Oasis
Our vision of creating a 'spiritual 

oasis' for the Diocese of Christchurch, 
in developing the Fourvière Retreat 
Centre, is concentrated in this beauti-
fully refurbished hermitage, which has 
been created to enable someone to rest 
comfortably in a homely and tastefully 
furnished space which is conducive to 
prayer and interiority. Freed from out-

side pressures and distractions, retreat-
ants at St Joseph's hermitage will find 
it easy to plunge more deeply into that 
intimate and sacred place of 'the heart' 
where God dwells.
The Fourvière Trust Board

Erin cuts the ribbon.
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Research on the 
Cathedral’s High 
Altar/s
Cathedral parishioner Alice Flett has 
recently completed an MA (Art History) 
thesis on the three high altars succes-
sively installed since the building’s 
opening in 1905, including the marble 
altar by the Florentine sculptor Giuseppe 
Cassioli. This can be found in the Uni-
versity of Canterbury’s open-access on-
line research repository: http:hdl.handle.
net/10092/12504. Alice would welcome 
any feedback: alice@wizard.gen.nz

The National Conference for the CW-
LANZ was held in Christchurch at the 
end of July. Wow! What an amazing 
few days we had with 163 ladies from 
around New Zealand as well as six 
ladies from Australia. It was held at the 
Chateau on the Park. The days were 
mixed with Faith, Fun and Fellowship, 
meeting new friends and old.

 We started on Wednesday night with 
the most beautiful opening Mass at St 
Mary's Pro-cathedral. This Mass was 
celebrated by Bishop Emeritus, Most 

Catholic Women's League Aotearoa New Zealand
Te Roopu Wahine A Te Haahi Katorika

Mary, Our Inspiration For Love In Action
Rev Basil Meeking and 
concelebrated by many 
other chaplain's from 
around the country.

 Through the con-
ference we learned 
how we are vital to our 
communities, vibrant 
as we network to grow 
unity and visible with 
the need to grow our 

profile, so we are known over every mile. 
Our National At Home Mission this year 
is the Sophie Elliot Foundation. Sophie's 
mum came and spoke to the conference 
and showed a video of Sophie's life. 
There was not a dry eye in the room: 
such a brave woman educating young 
people on how to protect themselves in 
abusive relationships, a real tribute to 
her daughter's legacy.

 The new theme for the CWLANZ is 
“A Face of Mercy in Creation”, the four 
aspects of which are Curiosity, Courage, 

Humility and Commitment. We need to 
care more for our environment, listen 
to others and care for fellow human 
beings. We need to have a deeper love 
through our Faith for a better world for 
the future and beyond. We need to love 
the earth and have mercy.

 Members of the League are truly 
blessed to be part of such an innovative 
and caring group within the Catholic 
Church.
Bonny Stephens
Christchurch CWL
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Catholic Health and 
Welfare Agencies
Working Together 
for a Better  
Canterbury
Agencies working in Catholic pastoral 
care, health care and social service are 
aiming to provide better service co-ordi-
nation and identify and meet communi-
ty needs.

The collaboration follows a meeting 
of key agencies last week hosted by St 
John of God Hauora Trust. The agencies 
represented were Te Rangimarie Marae, 
St Vincent de Paul, Caritas, the Diocese 
and the Diocesan Welfare Council, the 
Catholic Commission for Justice and 
Peace, Catholic Women's League, the 
Catholic Worker, The Little Company of 
Mary, The John Paul II Centre, Faith and 
Light, Sisters of Mercy, and the Hospi-
taller Order of St John of God.

Mike Stopforth, Director of the 
Bishop's Pastoral Office, said "The Year 
of Mercy announced by Pope Francis 
allows all those connected to the Diocese 
to reflect on how we care for those in 
need. The day has allowed a number 
of our organisations to see how we can 
work together and use our resources 
more effectively."

Bevan Killick, Board Chair of St John 
of God Hauora Trust, said "Working 
together more as Catholic Ministries has 
great capacity to help us identify needs, 
challenges, resources and opportunities 
for organisational co-operation that 
will better deliver on unmet need in our 
region."

The organisations will now work 
together through the Diocesan Welfare 
Council to establish an ongoing plan of 
cooperation and action.

Have You Lost a Child 
Before or At Birth?
Have you or a family member experi-
enced the grief and pain of conceiving, 
then losing a child before or at birth? 
Whether this was recently, or decades 
ago, we invite you to join us for this 
year’s Mass of Remembrance for Fami-
lies on Tuesday 11th October at 7.30pm 
at Christ the King Parish. This annual 
Liturgy has, since 2007, been offered for 
all children who have died before being 
baptised, and for all families to remem-
ber, love and heal in the knowledge that 
“your child is alive and living in the 
Lord.”- Pope John Paul II.   

After the Mass each family will have 
an opportunity to inscribe the name of 
their little one in the Book of Life. This 
special, lovingly handcrafted memorial 
book is housed in our peaceful Chapel of 
the Innocents at the John Paul II Centre 
for Life. Anyone is welcome to come and 
spend time in reflection there, or in our 
Children’s Garden of Remembrance. 
If you need someone to talk to about 
your loss, or if there is some other way 
in which we can help you, please let us 
know.  Call us at the John Paul II Centre 
for Life, 88 Idris Rd. Ph 351 3227.

Joshua Fellowship is placed under the 
authority of the New Zealand Catholic 
Bishops Conference and has branches in 
most of the main centres. Each branch 
follows National guidelines and remains 
connected with each other through 
an annual conference and an annual 
leaders’ retreat. The National Joshua 
chaplain is Most Rev. Dennis Browne, 
Bishop Emeritus of Hamilton.

Except in January, we meet on the 
second Wednesday of the month at 
St Gregory's, Bishopdale, from 7.15 
— 9.15pm. We are men interested in 
growing in our Catholic faith and enjoy 
fellowship with like-minded Catholic 
men. We are a steady group of 10-15. 
ALL men are welcome to drop in and see 
if it is for you. visitors tell us they feel 
very welcome.

What is the shape of our meeting? 
Prayer, the Gospel of the day, reflection, 
praise and worship, solid Catholic teach-
ing and fellowship over refreshments.

At the end of October this year we 
host the annual men's retreat for the 
South Island at Mary Potter Community 
Centre, 28-30 October, Friday night to 
Sunday lunch. This year the venue is in 
central Christchurch so is easily accessi-
ble for all local men. Fr Michael Gielen 
is our main presenter and our theme of 
Mercy provides a fitting way to end the 
Year of Mercy. Go to the Joshua website 
for more details or contact Chris Jordan 
on 027-646-4138.
Chris Jordan
JOSHUA Men's Fellowship
Christchurch
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Approximately $10,000 has been 
raised by the combined St. Bedes 
and Marian concert to benefit the 
children's charity Canteen. The 
concert was held on two nights end 
of July and featured 14  various 
acts. 

The event was strongly support-
ed by the local community, where 
local businesses either sponsored 
an act for $100 or donated an item 
for the silent auction. Hillary Muir 
from radio station, The Breeze, 
MC'ed for the evening.

The event was a response to the 
Run for Life which has a sports 
focus so this concert will be held to 
enable students with an arts and 
culture focus to participate. The 
mandate was that this is “a concert 
run by teenagers for teenagers.”

Year 13 student Charlotte Tau-
rima commented, “I loved the 
experience of helping to organise 
the concert. Meetings were held for 
several months and the committee 
worked well together, when we all 
came together it was really re-
warding. Next time around I think 
we should start our publicity and 
email potential sponsors earlier.”

The concert was a sell out on the 
Friday and nearly full capacity on 
the Friday night.

Late in June, family and friends joined 
the community at St Bede's College 
for their Sacramental Mass. Fr Rick 
Loughnan was the main celebrant and 
was joined by the College's Parish priest, 
Fr John Adams, and Frs Thanh, Jack 
O'Connor and Kevin Manning.

It was inspiring and encouraging to 
witness six boys baptised into the Body 
of Christ and thirty six students con-
firmed. We know they now have the 
gifts of the Holy Spirit to sustain them, 
to animate their lives and the life of the 
Church.

Canteen Concert

Christchurch Teenage Boys  
Receive New Life
Sacramental Mass at St Bede's College

More recently the College celebrated 
their annual Vocations Week. This is the 
seventh year the College has run this 
week and the students and staff heard 
the testimonies of many Old Boys and 
friends of the College and their voca-
tional calling as priests, religious,  
vocational discernment and marriage. 
The week culminated in 40 hours of 
Eucharistic Adoration. Students, staff, 
families and friends filled the Adora-
tion slots from 6am on the Thursday 
morning through to 10pm on the Friday 
night.

The 6 boys before baptism LHSRHS Harry 
Wilson; Zeke de Gouw; Ashton Fraser; 
Zac Bates; Blake Murch; Bailey Watson

The boys after being baptised

Fr Kevin Manning answering the ques-
tions with a Year 11 class in the Chapel.
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We would like to share something of the homily offered by 
Bishop Colin Campbell of Dunedin at the closing Mass for the 
World Youth Day Weekend. He reflects on part of Luke's Gospel 
and what happens to us when we store up treasure on earth 
rather than in heaven.

"Some years ago in Britain, a British psychologist published 
a work called ‘Affluenza’. It was a study of what was called 
‘A socially contagious condition that afflicts people into being 
addicted to the desire of having more and more wealth’. Af-
fluenza. It’s a bit like the man saying to his wife ‘I'm glad the 
Jones’s have shifted; it was getting financially difficult to keep 
up with them.’ Or the couple, one of whom said to the other, 
‘One reason why it’s hard to save money is that our neigh-
bours are always buying something that we can't afford.’

"Whether or not we obtain what our neighbours have, the 
very desire about having more wealth or material goods can 
eat away at people. It can prevent us from being satisfied with 
what we have, from recognising how richly we are blessed. 
And like the man in the Gospels, it can prevent us from being 
there to assist others. That's what happened to this man in the 
Gospel that Jesus speaks about in the parable, that he only 
thought of himself. He never thought of helping other people. 
It never occurred to have to share with those less fortunate 
than himself.

It’s a bit like the story of the man who was doing some 
spring-cleaning in the loft and he found an old Persian lamp 
in an upstairs trunk. And he rubbed it to clean it and out leapt 
a genie to say ‘Thank you for releasing me and for that I'll 
grant you one wish.’ So the man said (it was about a Wednes-
day), ‘I’d like to see next Monday's newspaper.’ And sure 
enough next Monday's newspaper appeared in front of him 
and he was able to look at the Lotto results and see the six 
winning numbers. ‘That's great!’ he said. ‘I'll get down to the 
local dairy and buy a lotto ticket with those six numbers.’ Feel-
ing very satisfied with himself, he put the newspaper down. 
And as he did, it fell open at the births and deaths column. 
And lo, he saw his own death notice in the obituary column 
for next Monday.

World Youth Day Weekend

Today's Gospel again, not about self but how we can help 
others. If we are to put our energy into anything, let it be not 
with useless earthly desires. They can only lead to boredom 
and dissatisfaction.

A London newspaper once offered a prize for the best 
definition of money. And the winning entry was, ‘Money is 
an instrument that can buy you everything but happiness 
and pay your fare to every place but heaven.’ As Jesus warns 
us, All the wealth in the world won't get someone to heaven 
unless they're using it for the good of others. If not, it becomes 

Two Head Students comment 
on their experience:

Hannah Everingham is Head Girl at Marian Col-
lege. “Its been great, definitely one of the highlights of 
this year. Having people from all over the South Island, 
you are so much more similar than you realise. Adora-
tion last night was really great, just to have that peace 
and stillness.”

Ben Whitmore is Head Boy at John Paul II High 
School in Greymouth. “For me it’s more that there are 
people out there who share the same beliefs as you and 
then also seeing pictures and photos of World Youth Day 
in Poland and seeing millions of young people. I'm not 
the only one. I think Adoration was quite important for 
me. It’s opened up more doors for me. Also the cat-
echesis around the Sacrament of Reconciliation. Its quite 
a big thing I've taken from this. Just realising that God's 
mercy is bigger than any wrong or sin that you've done.”
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World Youth Day Weekend

Not "In Poland"  
But "With Poland"
AUGUST 2016

Over the weekend of 29 July to 1 August, 160 students from 
11 Catholic schools around the South Island converged in 
Christchurch. They met at the Marian College and Catholic 
Cathedral College site for a weekend of faith, friendship and 
fun. The event was dreamt up 18 months ago so that students 
could have their own local World Youth Day experience in 
communion with hundreds of thousands of young people who 
gathered with Pope Francis in Poland at the same time.
 Here in Christchurch throughout the weekend, students 
engaged in activities similar to those of WYD pilgrims in in 
Poland. At the start of the weekend, the South Island World 
Youth Day cross was carried in. This 4 metre high cross was 
made by students and staff at Catholic Cathedral College and 
crafted from timber recovered from the Cathedral of the Bless-
ed Sacrament. The cross then travelled around 11 Catholic 
schools in the South Island before coming back in to Catholic 
Cathedral College, signalling the start of the World Youth Day 
event. A Powhiri welcomed all visitors into the event. The 
Polish Ambassador then gave some insight into the areas Pope 
Francis would be visiting during his time in Poland.
 During the weekend, students participated in many activities, 
including that of service. They visited six different parish-
es throughout the city and gardened, cleaned, painted and 
washed windows. They gave back to many people who give 
in the community. A Faith Expo gave information to students 
about groups in the Church. These groups included St Vincent 
de Paul, Caritas and the Catholic Youth Team and there was 
also a station for them to make their own rosary beads.
 Sunday was pilgrimage day. All 160 students, staff and volun-
teers carry their own World Youth Day cross through central 
Christchurch to the Anglican Transitional Cathedral. From 
here they spent time walking around the city in groups, visit-
ing Cathedral Square, the Jewish Synagogue, the City Mis-
sion and the Barbadoes St Cemetery. These visits were a great 
chance to meet new people and connect more with their faith. 
Students got a taste of World Youth Day in Poland. They were 
united as a group of young people in faith.

a stumbling stone. Rather than we possessing the goods, they 
possess us and cause distraction and distress.

We've come aside for this World Youth Day weekend in this 
Year of Mercy, to re-discover, to re-assess, to ponder and pray 
how each one of us and indeed all of us together can help 
bring Christ's mercy into our giddy, greedy, grasping world 
and make it a better place for everyone. It’s a real challenge 
in our world today. As we know, Jesus himself came to serve 
and not to be served. Let us avoid that we don't do anything. 
And it’s these spiritual and corporal works of mercy that all of 
us are judged on. And if we’re not out there, doing these very 
works, how will the world know who Jesus is and what was 
his mission?

It would be like the little boy who was coming to the dinner 
table one night, and his father said to him ‘Go and wash your 
hands before dinner.’ He said, ‘I've already washed them.’ He 
said ‘Go and wash them again, they've got germs on them.’ 
And the little boy turned off to go to the bathroom and his 
father overheard him saying, muttering away, ‘ Germs and 
Jesus! Germs and Jesus! That's all you hear around this house 
and you can't see either of them!’ That would be the way if we 
are not there, being Christ's presence in our world today.

For you young people, who have graced this place over the 
weekend with your enthusiasm, your prayerfulness, your wit-
ness: I've often heard people say ‘Our young people are the fu-
ture of the Church.’ Well, don't believe it. You are the Church 
of today, of now. There is no such thing as Gospel procrasti-
nation. You are, as Pope Francis says, ‘Missionary disciples 
of today.’ You can be the best missionaries to your own peer 
group, to friends whose faith is on the back-burner, to those 
who don't know Jesus Christ. For those who are in darkness, 
you can be Christ-like to those people, to help bring light into 
their darkened world. Let that be your challenge as you leave 
here on this grace-filled weekend. May his spirit guide and 
strengthen you in the task that we all share in common."
Bishop Colin Campbell
Diocese of Dunedin
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On 12 August, 19 Villa Maria girls re-
ceived the Sacrament of Confirmation 
and four received first Holy Communion. 
It was a wonderful blessing and testimo-
ny to see young women from the ages of 
11 to 18 choosing to follow Christ and 
become full members of the Church. 
They received formation through the 
sacramental programmes of the school 
which also linked back to the parishes to 
which they belong.

Student testimony: "I felt the whole 
school was supporting me as I went up 
to be confirmed, especially my class and 
friends. I really enjoyed the Mass and 
found it uplifting."

Parent Testimony: "We are thank-
ful to the Chaplain and the school for 
creating such a supportive environment 
for our daughter's preparation for this 
Sacrament. She looked forward to all her 
classes and the programme was inclusive 
for her sponsor and us as parents."
April Williams
Spiritual/Liturgical Team Leader Villa Maria

A Christchurch Catholic Community 
of Learning has been approved by the 
Ministry of Education, and those schools 
involved are hard at work to finalise 
their achievement plan, which will form 
the basis of their work together over the 
next two years. These schools believe 
they can achieve greater success by 
working collectively as a Catholic com-
munity to share the opportunities of an 
equitable learning network, rather than 
working as individual schools.

The formation of the Christchurch 
Catholic Community of Learning is an 
exciting opportunity for our Catholic 
schools. To find out which of our Cath-
olic schools are involved and for more 
about the initiative, visit  
www.catholiccol.org.nz

Grace Abounds at Villa

The diocesan website: www.chch.
catholic.org.nz advertises events 
happening within the diocese. As a parish, 
school, or church group you are welcome 
to advertise events. You can list your 
event from the link on the home page 
under ‘events’.
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The Dignity of the 
Poor
Three of our Young Vinnies Group at St 
Patrick's, Kaiapoi (along with their other 
10 members) advertised and organised 
a clothing drive through the school and 
church community. They went to each 
classroom and talked about the dignity 
of the poor and why it is important to 
give clothing that is not ripped or stained 
etc.
Photo left to right: Madison O'Loughlin, George 
Gunn and Kyra Woodward.

The Treemendous 
School Makeover
In March, more than 100 members of 
the St Joseph's School Temuka commu-
nity helped transform its outdoor area 
with a Treemendous School Makeover. 
The Treemendous School Makeover pro-
gramme is a joint initiative between the 
Mazda Foundation and Project Crimson 
that sees four schools selected each year 
to receive a $10,000 makeover, trans-
forming an outdoor space with native 
plants for students to enjoy and learn 
from.

A previously disused area was brought 
to life by the planting of hundreds of 
native trees. Large boulders were used 
to form an outdoor classroom and a tree 
hut was constructed so the children have 
a place where they can observe, think, 
play, and immerse themselves in nature. 
School principal, Bernie Leonard, said 
the project was led, designed and created 
by students and she couldn't be more 
proud of the end result. "We now have a 
fantastic learning environment that the 
children and staff can't wait to use!" she 
said.

Opihi Parish Celebrate St Mary Mackillop 
Day Monday 8 August
The Mary MacKillop schools of St Patrick's 
Waimate, St Joseph's Pleasant Point and 
Fairlie join with St Joseph's Temuka on the 
Temuka site for a day of celebrations.

In the July school holidays a group of 15 
students, three parents and one teacher 
embarked on a once in a lifetime Social 
Justice trip to Vietnam and Cambodia. 
The trip was a combination of helping 
those less fortunate than ourselves and 
visiting iconic tourist destinations and 
important historical sites. They began 
their trip in Hanoi, Vietnam and among 
their activities spent time at the Blue 
Dragon Foundation which rescues 

Social Justice at Roncalli
children from human trafficking. The 
final service aspect in Vietnam in-
volved gardening at the House of Grace 
Foundation which teaches English and 
computing skills to people with physical 
disabilities.

They then went to Phnom Penh in 
Cambodia where they visited the Tabitha 
Foundation. This organisation provides 
house building, saving schemes, and op-
portunities for ex-prostitutes and wom-
en with HIV to make and sell beautiful 
hand-made silk products. A very moving 
visit to Tuol Sleng Prison (S21) and the 
Killing Fields made a deep impression. 
Siem Reap was the next destination and 
a visit to the iconic Angkor Wat where 
they once again worked with the Tabitha 
Foundation. In rural Siem Reap they 
built houses and provided wells for fam-
ilies in need. This is where the majority 
of the fundraising efforts prior to leaving 
on the trip were invested. The building 

materials purchased and labour spent by 
the group resulted in eight new homes 
which were gratefully received by the 
Khmer people. The final service aspect 
of the trip was the Green Gecko Project 
which educates street children and has 
enterprises such as screen printing and 
rehash trash to employ these children 
and their families.

In total the group contributed almost 
$18,500 to the various organisations 
visited in both Vietnam and Cambodia. 
The trip was a great opportunity for our 
students to deepen their faith and their 
desire to serve the world.
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Schools

Last term was a true celebration of what it means to Catholic 
and belong to Saint Thomas of Canterbury College

Jesus said that faith is something we live and never some-
thing to hide away... "Neither do people light a lamp and put 
it under a bowl. Instead they put it on its stand, and it gives 
light to everyone in the house." (Matthew 5:15).

We celebrated the Eucharist as a whole College community. 
The retired Christian brothers, whanau and friends joined us 
too. It was a great blessing to see so many STCC Young Men 
stepping up and embracing the Gospel challenge through the 
Catholic sacraments of Baptism, First Holy Communion and 
Confirmation.

They are: Diego Lavin (Year 7), Rakai Stone, Nicholas Drav-
itzki, Isaiah Ong, Caleb Sullivan and James McLennan (Year 
9s), Joseph Dravitzki (Year 11) and Samuel Irving (Year 12).
Stephen Kennedy 
[Leader of Learning for Religious Studies]

Special Character Week: Celebrating the Eucharist


