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From the Diocesan Administrator
Dear Brothers and Sisters in Christ

As I was preparing this piece for the 
Inform we experienced yet more earth-
quakes in the Diocese. We think of those 
who have suffered from these earth-
quakes in the Hurunui Parish, Kaikoura, 
Seddon and Wellington. Already a num-
ber of you have responded generously 
with practical help. It will take years for 
people to recover from the damage done 
to life and property.  Thank God, all the 
churches in the Hurunui Parish shaken 
by the earthquakes are able to be used.  
Let us pray for the two people who died 
in the earthquake, their families and all 
those now beginning the difficult task of 
recovery.

The Diocesan Fundraising Programme 
has begun in a number of parishes as 
we proceed to build new churches and 
strengthen existing ones. While the 
fundraising for the Cathedral of the 
Blessed Sacrament must await a new 
bishop, we are doing what we can to 
prepare for this possibility.

The new bishop will clearly develop his 
own priorities. In the meantime, I would 
like to propose that a diocesan spiritu-
al renewal go alongside the structural 
rebuild. As a way of beginning this 
renewal, I offer a prayer to individuals 
and parishes. We the local Church are 
called to go out to those in need, those 
who have drifted from the Gospel and 
those who have never heard its joyful 
message. How often Pope Francis is call-
ing us to go to the edges, to be a Church 
reaching out to others.

As the fundraising develops, parishes 
with less need will be asked to fundraise 

for parishes with greater need. Are there 
other ways parishes could join with each 
other? Are there housing needs that we, 
as parishes, might be able to help with? 
Could we, as parishes, find new ways 
to reach out to those on our parish rolls 
who no longer attend Mass or parish 
activities? At the diocesan level, we have 
begun to think about how we might 
help parishes move further in this direc-
tion by a programme of renewal across 
the diocese.

In this edition of Inform, you will see 

Prayer for a  
new Bishop
For the Appointment of a new Bishop; 
That the Holy Spirit would guide Pope  
Francis and all those involved in the 
appointment of a new Bishop for the 
Diocese of Christchurch. 
Lord hear us.

God of Love – Through our baptism 
you have called each one of us into the 
Church in the Diocese of Christchurch.  
You have endowed us with new life.  You 
have enriched us with the joy of life in 
your Son Jesus Christ.  You have poured 
out the Holy Spirit upon us.  As we build 
new buildings and strengthen old ones, 
may we also experience the deeper re-
newal of ourselves as the Body of Christ. 
Strengthen us in faith; renew us in your 
love; give us an unbreakable hope in your 
promise of eternal life.  Help us to reach 
out to those in every kind of need and 
treat them with compassion, dignity and 
justice. We ask this through Christ our 
Lord. Amen.

that we have recently formed a group 
called Whakakoingo o te Ngakau: The 
Yearning Heart. This is a group made up 
of trained spiritual directors and others 
involved in spiritual formation pro-
grammes. The need for spiritual growth 
is essential in our lives as members 
of the Church are at the heart of any 
diocesan renewal. Prayer should be the 
beginning and end of each day and the 
place where the Lord strengthens us and 
guides us to live the Gospel.

Spiritual direction is available for 
everyone. A spiritual director will help 
guide you in reflecting on the way the 
Lord is at work in your life. We hope you 
will embrace the opportunity to walk 
with a spiritual guide. As well as offer-
ing a group of trained spiritual directors, 
Whakakoingo o te Ngakau also intends 
to make retreats in daily life and other 
spiritual formation programmes more 
available to parishes.

There is a wonderful spirit of prayer 
amongst us in the diocese. We thank 
God for our Perpetual Adoration Chapel 
at Bishopdale and the many different 
times of adoration offered in our parish-
es. Let us encourage each other to take 
further advantage of these opportunities 
to pray. More growth in prayer will lead 
to a deeper renewal.
As we prepare to celebrate His birth, 
may the Lord give us a whole new vision 
of the joy of proclaiming the Gospel and 
reaching out to the needs of others.
God bless
Fr Rick Loughnan, Administrator

The diocesan website: www.chch.
catholic.org.nz advertises events 
happening within the diocese. As a parish, 
school, or church group you are welcome 
to advertise events. You can list your 
event from the link on the home page 
under ‘events’.
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THE EDITORIAL DESK

Bishop’s Office
From Our Diocesan General Manager
The parishes of Hokitika and Leeston 
are leading the way for us all in the 
fundraising sector. On Show Day a 
number of us went to Hokitika to help 
St Mary's parish to prepare for their 
Friday night function. Though 
it was Show Day, and with 
poor weather throughout the 
night, we still had a great 
turnout of more than 70 
people. The reports from the 
function have been positive 
and pledges have started to 
come in. There is plenty of 
work for us all to do in Hoki-
tika but the parish is com-
mitted to making this work.

The parish of St John the 
Evangelist, Leeston, held their fundrais-
ing function at the Ellesmere Golf Club, 
a great venue. In stark contrast, the 
weather was really good and again we 
had over 70 attend. It was great to see 
that, at both functions, there were peo-
ple from outside the known faces of the 
parish community. This is really import-
ant as we look to broaden the campaign 
to a wider audience. There was a great 
buzz as people connected before and af-
ter the formalities of the night. At both 
events, people were asking for Pledge 
cards.

There are six key elements to the 
fundraising campaign: the Bishop, the 
Diocese, AskRIGHT, the parish fund-

raising committee, the parish priest 
and the local community. The pressure 
on parish fundraising committees is 
intense. We are trying to do a lot in 
these ten week campaigns and the goal 

we are working toward is 
also large. AskRIGHT add 
real value to the prepara-
tion and approach to the 
campaign. Please support 
these parishes and the 
next ones that come along 
in the new year. There is 
no doubt in my mind that 
we are giving parishes an 
opportunity to connect 
with each other and also to 
a wider audience.  We are 

also working closely with parishes which 
are not as badly affected to assist those 
who have been. We are encouraging a 
‘common’good’ approach.

One of the challenges for the New Year 
is to lift our communication, especially 
as we enter into this Rebuild phase and 
as we establish our Fundraising program 
in the parishes. Already plans are in 
place to visit more Parishes in the com-
ing 12 months starting in December. 
I hope that we all have a great Christmas 
and New Year and we can all recharge 
and get ready for the challenges that 
await us in 2017.  
Andy Doherty
Diocesan General Manager

The Christchurch Diocese gives thanks to the Lord for the ordinations of three of our seminarians 
to the Order of Deacons. Many from Christchurch made the journey north to Ponsonby’s Sacred 
Heart Church to participate in the Ordination Mass on Friday 23 September. The principal celebrant 
was Most Rev John Dew, who preached on the importance of prayer for deacons. Four men were 
ordained, three of whom are for our diocese. We pray for our newly ordained deacons: Graeme 
Blackburn, Huynh Tran, Alister Castillo; may their time as transitional deacons be one of grace and 
service. We look forward to their ordinations to the priesthood sometime in the new year.

My thanks to all who submitted 
stories to Inform in 2016. You gave 
us a great insight into what goes on 
around the diocese, particularly in 
our smaller centres. In doing so, you 
are really sharing your love of Christ 
and His Church with us all. More 
of your stories are in this, our final 
issue for 2016.

Please do not be discouraged if 
your story was not included in this 
edition. Inevitably, not all sto-
ries make it to print due to space 
constraints. Those which are not so 
time specific are kept for possible 
inclusion in future editions. Thank 
you for the high quality photo-
graphs you are submitting. I am 
receiving very positive comment 
about them.

While inform Issue 107 (the 
Summer Issue) looks back at the 
spring, it also casts an eye back as 
far as July, featuring an inspiring 
testimony from Nathan Bergin. Over 
the last year we have marked the 
Jubilee Year for Mercy and record its 
conclusion in this edition. We cele-
brate the 150th anniversary of the 
Hurunui parish and pray for them, 
their families and friends as they 
face the aftermath of the 14 Novem-
ber earthquake. We note Fr Rick's 
desire to deepen our spiritual soil 
with the launching of the Yearning 
Heart initiative. Come this time next 
year, will you have begun walk-
ing with a spiritual guide who can 
help you discover where the Lord 
is working in your life? Arts again 
feature strongly with the beautiful 
exhibition at the Carmel Monastery. 
We rejoice in the coming together of 
350 or more children in our Pro-Ca-
thedral for Jubilate 2016, celebrat-
ing our faith in song. Please share 
Inform with your friends. Let them 
know that in being Catholic, we are 
answering God's call to holiness and 
in doing so, there is much to be hap-
py about and much to share with 
them on our journey.

Let us give thanks for all the bless-
ings and challenges of 2016 and pre-
pare for the coming of our Lord at 
Christmas and at the end of time.
In Christ,
Ken Joblin, Editor
Caitlin Godfrey, Assistant Editor
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Bishop’s Office/Hurunui Parish
Te Tau Tapu o te Atawhai – He Tirotiro i te 
Hunga Mauhere
‘I was in prison and you came to me.’ Mt. 
25:36

In this Year of Mercy Pope Francis 
declared a Jubilee for Prisoners on the 
first weekend of November. To this end a 
revised Adopt a Cell Card was produced 
and distributed at Sunday Masses. 

The cards are a revision of the cards 
produced in 2009 which invite the recip-
ients to pray for particular individuals 
who are currently in prison. There was 
a great response from parishioners and 
many prisoners were moved to think 
that they were being prayed for specif-
ically.   Parishioners are encouraged to 
pray for all those in prison, their fami-
lies, the victims of their crime, and those 
who minister or work with prisoners.

A prayer card was also distributed to 
prisoners through the Prison Chaplaincy 
Service.

"This morning St Peter's Square was filled 
with thousands and thousands of people 
celebrating the end of the Year of Mercy in 
which Pope Francis closed the Holy Doors 
of the Basilica. At the end of the Mass he 
stood and greeted all the Cardinals who 
were present, about 160 in total. I was the 
third to last and I was astounded: as soon 
as he saw me he took both my hands and 
said ‘I am praying for all the people of 
New Zealand at this time of the earth-
quakes.’ It is wonderful to know that he is 
praying for us: in turn I assured him that 
we are also supporting him in prayer."

Assistance 
following the recent 
earthquakes
Are you or someone you know strug-
gling emotionally following the recent 
earthquakes? Need someone to talk to?  
Catholic Social Services can assist you.  
Ph. 379 0012, email c.s.s@clear.net.nz 

Contributions towards Earthquake 
Relief: If you wish to make a donation to 
the Christchurch Diocese to help those 
suffering from the earthquakes this 
week, then donations can be made to:

Catholic Diocese of Christchurch
Account number: 03 0802 0948733-00 
Please include as a reference “EQ 
donation”. 
To receive a tax receipt please email 

accounts@chch.catholic.org.nz 
These funds will be used to help those 

within the affected area of the Diocese.  
The same account can be used if you 
wish to contribute to the Kaikoura and 
Wellington areas – please note in your 
reference. 

Any queries please phone Cathedral 
House 03-366 9869.

On the Feast of Christ the King, a 
bulletin notice was put around the 
parishes inviting people to provide 
a care package for people in the 
Hurunui who have been affected by 
the recent earthquakes. People have 
been very generous and provided a 
huge number of supplies; "Christ-
mas gifts, clothes, home baking, 
food, cleaning products etc."
On the first Sunday in Advent, these 
packages were distributed to the 
Hurunui community.
The photo shows the great amount 
donated.
Mike Stopforth
Pastoral Office

The Diocese has chaplains working in 
all three prisons undertaking this work. 
New volunteers are being sought to 
assist them in the running of services.  
If you are interested in exploring this 
please contact Mike Stopforth: email 
mstopforth@chch.catholic.org.nz or 
phone 03-366 9869

Lord, you offer freedom to all people.
I pray your love and mercy on the past and 
present occupants.
Breathe new life into their hearts. Let hope 
arises within them.
May they find warmth and hospitality when 
they return to live among us.
May our society become one of reconcilia-
tion and forgiveness and a safe place for all 
children to grow.
To be in the presence of the breadth of 

God is life-giving to all.
From the New Zealand Catholic Bishops 

Conference, Prison Ministry for the Year of 
Mercy 2016.

Jubilee for Prisoners

Message From Cardinal John Dew 20/11/2016
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Hurunui Parish

In April of 2013 Bishop Barry Jones 
formally amalgamated the three parish-
es and seven church communities of the 
Hurunui district into the new Catholic 
Parish of the Good Shepherd, to be 
served by one priest with the immediate 
mission of building presbytery and office 
space for the new parish in the town 
determined by parishioners.

Early in 2012 a committee represen-
tative of every area of the parish was 
formed to oversee and guide the pro-
cess. This Transition Committee began 
the process of consultation and soon 
developed into a new Parish Council to 
ensure that, in the midst of building 
challenges, the sacramental and pasto-
ral heart of parish life remained vibrant 
and central. A Finance Committee and 
Building Committee were also formed 
to oversee what seemed like an over-
whelming task for a new parish that 
sees fewer than 100 people each Sunday 
spread over four Mass centres.

On the First Sunday of Advent in late 
November, parishioners from all parts  
of the parish gathered to celebrate a  
new era with the formal blessing and 
opening of the new presbytery and  
offices, the blessing of the new entrance 
gate  
at the church, and to mark 150 years 
since the dedication of the Church of the 
Holy Passion of Our Lord at Amberley.

The Good Shepherd Hurunui parish 
has a rich history. In 1866 a church was 
built by Frederick and Filumena Weld 
on their Brackenfield estate where it was 
thought the town would grow alongside 

the railway. In the mid 1950’s 
there was need for a church at 
the nearby town of Amberley 
and in a remarkable feat of 
volunteer skill the church was 
shifted to its present site in 
Amberley.

Frederick Weld completed a 
term as Premier (Prime Min-
ister) of New Zealand in 1865. 
His wife Filumena was a remarkable 
woman.  Like her husband, Mena was 
a devout Catholic, but her life is usual-
ly reduced to a throw-away side-line: 
“a gentle retiring creature, noted for 
her extreme piety”. One account lists 
her children, naming the first five but 
then the author seems to weary of the 
lengthy list and simply adds “and eight 
more” - a total of thirteen children.

One of the many stories to surface is 
the account of her husband’s transfer 
from Perth (where he was Governor of 
Western Australia) to the governorship 
in Hobart soon before the birth of one 
of the children in 1875. Mena waited 
in Perth to give birth before boarding a 
ship to sail to meet her husband. Not 
too far out from Perth the crew of the 
ship were unable to sail further due to 
the effects of alcohol. It was Mena who 
took the helm and safely sailed the ship 
with its passengers, crew and cargo 
around the southern part of Australia to 
dock safely in Hobart.

One further insight comes from her 
death-bed. After the death of her hus-
band Filumena became a nun in the 
Benedictine convent where one of her 

daughters was prioress. Mena therefore 
ended her life as Sr. Gertrude Dolores 
OSB. The prologue of a recent biogra-
phy records a moment that captures the 
humour and faith of the woman:

“The Prioress remembered her sense 
of humour. Only the other day she had 
opened her eyes after a spell of great 
weakness to express disappointment at 
still being there, adding with a laugh, 
‘I only want to go when our dear Lord 
wishes. If I went before, He would say to 
me, “What are you doing here?” I might 
have to stand at the door, which would 
be worse than lying here on my bed.” 

Pope Francis has said several times 
that we are no longer in a changing era, 
instead we are in a change of era. This is 
true in the Hurunui where parishioners 
in the church communities of Cheviot, 
Culverden, Hanmer Springs, Hawarden, 
Waiau, and Amberley are now expe-
riencing the many benefits in being 
one parish faith community with two 
priests, Fr. Jack O’Connor and myself. 
The photos give an indication of the joy 
of the recent day of celebration.
Fr. John C. O’Connor, Parish Priest
Catholic Parish of the Good Shepherd
Hurunui.

Firm in Faith - A new 
era in the Hurunui

Church of the Holy Passion of 
Our Lord at Amberley. Below: 
Anniversary Cake with photo 
of original church building.
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Around the Parishes

During the earthquake on the night of Sun-
day 27th November, the crucifix, suspended 
above the altar of Sacred Heart Church, broke 
from its moorings and fell to the sanctuary 
floor. On its way down, the edge of the cross 
hit the altar creating a fist sized hole. It 
bounced to the floor and made an indenta-
tion below the green carpet.

"Where is Our  
Missing  
Rose Window?"
In 1878, eight nuns and two postulants 
completed their journey from County 
Clare in Ireland to New Zealand's West 
Coast. Due to rough seas, they waited 
for several hours before berthing at 
midnight, setting foot on the land of 
their new home in Hokitika. This arrival 
began a long association of the Sisters 
of Mercy with the West Coast. It ended 
in 2012, when Sr Mary Cosgrove left 
Hokitika.

While researching our faith in West-
land for an exhibition last year, we made 
some interesting discoveries. Firstly, our 
St Mary's Church was never completed! 
A stained glass window, destined for the 
western wall of the church, never made 
it to Hokitika as the ship on which it 
was being transported sank 100 years 
ago. The window was never completed 
but instead bricked over.

While researching the Sisters of Mercy 
St Columbkille’s Chapel (demolished 
in 1980), we began to look for its rose 
stained glass window. No evidence of a 
window was found. However, when we 
were clearing out our own church for 
asbestos removal, we discovered the very 
window under the stairs. It has rested 
there for 30 years!

During the restoration and strength-
ening of our St Mary's Church, we hope 
to honour the Sisters of Mercy and all 
that they have given to Hokitika in a 
very special way. We hope to incorporate 
the rose stained glass window in our 
church. If you would like to help us with 
this project, please contact St Mary's 
Parish Hokitika, 03-755-6566 or the Di-
ocesan Campaign Our turn: Our Future, 
of which we are a part.
Maria Lockington
St Mary's Parish, Hokitika

In mid-September, three 
full buses and lots of 
private cars carrying 
Sancta Maria parishioners 
made their way to Akaroa. 
Pilgrims filled the historic 
St Patrick's Church, the 
cradle of our faith in the 
Christchurch Diocese. 
What a magnificent spring 
day it was: breathlessly 
sunny and warm. 

The ship, Sancta Maria, 
brought Bishop Pompallier 
here in 1840. By entering 
the Door of Mercy, we honour these 
pioneers of our faith and pray we will 
receive the grace to joyfully live together 
as Christians.

 Fr Paul Shannahan sm who welcomed 
us to his parish wrote the next day: "It 
was a grace to have you all here. A thrill 
for me and a thrill for the old church... 
I was impressed with the parishioners’ 
silence and response to prayers I led etc.  
All in all, a fine outing and a spiritual 

experience for all." At the conclusion, 
people were all smiles. 

The Tindall Foundation assisted 
greatly in enabling new settlers to mix 
and mingle with the long termers. This 
enables a merging community to thrive 
and grow. It gives us confidence to enjoy 
other occasions together in the future.
Fr John Craddock sm
Sancta Maria Parish,  
Addington-Beckenham

Visiting the Cradle of Our Faith

Addington parishioners gather in St 
Patrick’s Church, Akaroa to make their 
pilgrimage through the Holy Door.

Crucifix falls at  
Sacred Heart 
Church, Addington
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The Welcome Tent
A tent has arisen — not in the desert 
but right beside the open door of St 
Francis of Assisi parish church in Maire-
hau.

Following a study over some months 
by the parish council, (a study based on 
the book "Rebuilt" by Michael White and 
Tom Corcoran, the story of a Catholic 
parish in Baltimore rejuvenating itself), 
it was decided to erect the tent at four of 
the five Sunday Masses. With designed 
signage and a trained team wearing 
high vis vests, it provides an open door 
for people who wish to ask questions, 
make suggestions, offer comment on the 
parish, or even lay a complaint. Ques-
tions and comments are recorded.

Parish priest Fr Simon Eccleton ex-
plains: "The purpose is to ensure that 
our parish is always welcoming and 
open to new people. There is so much 
information that we have which visitors 
don't have, and we can unconsciously 
be unwelcoming. We aim to provide a 

Leeston is one of the first of Canter-
bury's Catholic heritage listed churches 
to re-open. The first Mass and Com-
munity Open Day was held on Sunday 
9 October. It was a wonderful occasion 
with over 150 attending Mass, many of 
whom returned from far flung places 
to once again be part of Leeston Parish 
history. We welcomed Fr Pat Crawford, 
past parish priest, Fr Denis Nolan, who 
was ordained in Leeston and Fr Jack 
O'Connor. These priests concelebrated 
Mass with Fr Job. It was great to have 
Frs Simon Eccleton and Geoff Gray join 
us later in the day.

Built in 1894, St John the Evangelist 

undertaken to allow for its reconstruc-
tion, using lighter weight material. 
Internally, the damaged brick chancel 
arch above the Sanctuary was removed 
and replaced with a steel archway. The 
supporting columns were reinforced 
with steel and two additional arch 
braces have been installed down the 
exterior wall. Parishioners are using only 
two thirds of the church as the front is 
sectioned off for safety reasons until the 
new spire is completed.

Anna Carter is Parish Chairperson. She 
said that parishioners have been very 
patient and are thrilled with the prog-
ress made. The work carried out by the 
diocese, Opus and the team at Scope has 
been excellent.

"We are very grateful to the Anglican 
Parish of Ellesmere and the Co-oper-
ating Parish for their generosity over 
this time. The genuine concern by the 
community as to the future of the build-
ing over the last five years reflects its 
importance as a landmark for the whole 
district," she said.

The Selwyn District Council played 
an integral part with the project team 
throughout the consent process for the 
works. Fr Job Thyikalamuriyil, the new 
Parish Priest, said that the parishioners 
are delighted that St John the Evange-
list is now open and he is thankful to all 
of those, both within the parish and the 
diocese, who have worked together to 
bring about the re-opening.

The Leeston Parish, in conjunction 
with the diocese, is launching a fund-
raising campaign to help fund the 
strengthening works and replacement 
of the spire. We invite everyone in the 
diocese to make a trip to Leeston to see 
our beautiful church.

One of the First Catholic Heritage 
Churches Re-Opens

way for people to learn more about the 
parish and become involved. It's about 
the new Evangelisation: we are a people 
of mission."

Within a large parish formed from 
Burwood, Dallington and Mairehau 
after the quakes, there are many who 
come for a short time but leave again. 
"We want to engage with them and 
draw them in to the life of the parish," 
says Fr Eccleton. "We cannot stand still: 
the parish has to either go forward or 
backward."

The tent has created a buzz and a new 
awareness.

church has been closed since 2010, 
following the September earthquake. 
Damage was sustained mainly to the 
spire, transepts and chancel arch. 
Strengthening work to bring the church 
as far above 34% of the New Building 
Standard as economically viable will 
also be undertaken.

The first stage of strengthening and 
repair works began in October 2015. The 
damage has led to the removal of the 
top of the spire. The remaining spire and 
tower, which were originally constructed 
of unreinforced masonry, were removed. 
Prior to the spire being removed, a 
detailed record of the structure was 

Fr Pat Crawford, Fr Job, 
Fr. Dennis Nolan, Fr 
Jack O'Connor.

The Church of St John the Evangelist, Leeston, 
before and after the Canterbury Earthquakes.
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Spirituality

The Year of Mercy, which started in 
December 2015, concluded on Sunday 20 
November 2016, the feast of Christ the 
King. On this Solemnity, Pope Francis 
closed the Holy Door at St Peter's Basil-
ica in Rome. A week earlier, Holy Doors 
throughout the whole world, including 
here in our own diocese, closed as re-
quested by Pope Francis.

In the Christchurch Diocese, Holy 
Doors were opened at the Pro-Cathedral, 
St Patrick’s in Greymouth, Sacred Heart 
Basilica in Timaru, and at St Patrick's in 
Akaroa. A Holy Door was also opened at 
Amberley for two weeks before all the 
doors were closed. As with the other 
Holy Doors throughout the diocese, this 
was to give as many people as possible 
the opportunity to pass through the Holy 
Door and receive the jubilee indulgence.

As Fr Rick Loughnan said at the closing 
Mass, this year has been "a wonderful 
time of grace and mercy". Many parishes 
have taken the opportunity to organise 
a pilgrimage to one or more of the Holy 
Doors and have marked the occasion 
with prayer, Mass and confession.

Many other initiatives and projects, 
such as the 24 Hours for the Lord 
and Divine Mercy Sunday, took place 

throughout the diocese to mark the 
Jubilee Year and to respond to the desire 
of Pope Francis that this year would be 
"steeped in mercy, so that we can go out 
to every man and woman, bringing the 
goodness and tenderness of God".

The Holy Door at the Pro-Cathedral 
was closed at the end of the 5.30pm 
Mass on Sunday 13 November. An over-
flowing church gathered to pass through 
the Holy Door one last time before it was 
officially closed by the Diocesan Admin-
istrator, Fr Rick Loughnan.

Prior to the Mass, over 100 gathered at 
3pm for the chaplet of Divine Mercy and 
Eucharistic Adoration until 5pm. Eight 
priests heard confessions.

At the close of Mass, Fr Loughnan 
prayed the following on behalf of all of 

The Closing of the Year of Mercy in the  
Diocese of Christchurch

us. "Brothers and Sisters, we joyfully 
thank God, the Father of our Lord Jesus 
Christ. Throughout this year of grace, 
he has bestowed on us every heavenly 
blessing in Christ. He has given us this 
precious time of mercy and conversion". 
Fr Loughnan then imparted the Papal 
blessing upon the congregation. As the 
final hymn began, the congregation 
walked through the Holy Door one last 
time and gathered outside. Fr Loughnan 
and concelebrating priests came out and 
officially closed the door.

During this Year of Mercy, Holy Doors 
all around the world have been Doors 
of Mercy through which pilgrims have 
"experienced the love of God who con-
soles, pardons, and instils hope." May 
we continue to live mercy in 2017.

The Kolbe Singers gather around the piano 
ready to lead the congregation in song as they 
process through the Holy Door.

Fr Rick Loughnan gives Papal blessing at 
the Door of Mercy.

Fr Loughnan offers final prayer once Holy 
Door is closed.
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Spirituality
Whakakoingo o te Ngakau:  
The Yearning Heart
The group bearing this 
name was recently 
formed in the Diocese, 
during a meeting with 
Fr Rick Loughnan who 
is currently the Admin-
istrator of the Christ-
church Diocese, to look 
at spiritual formation 
programmes available 
with the aim to promote 
and encourage individual 
spiritual growth.  For 
many years the Mercy 
Sisters’ Spiritual Life 
Centre, Rosary House, 
has offered and still of-
fers this valuable service 
to people. Whakakoingo o 
te Ngakau includes both trained spiritual directors, who have 
undergone spiritual formation themselves and have led vari-
ous retreats, and retreat leaders who have trained in leading 
retreats. We are aware that throughout the world there con-
tinues to be an upsurge in people seeking spiritual formation 
and desiring to discover a deeper meaning in their daily lives 
and our group wishes to offer this service to people of the di-
ocese.  (A fundamental principle in the spiritual formation of 
our group is the Ignatian spirit of ‘finding God in all things’.)
 Our first step as a group is to publish, with Fr Rick’s approv-
al, the names of our spiritual directors making it possible for 
you to contact one of your own choosing, requesting spiritual 
direction.   We are planning to continue the work of offering 
Retreats in Daily Life to Parishes and others. 
You are welcome to email a particular Spiritual Director to en-
quire about spiritual direction. Note you will need to enquire 
of a Spiritual Director whether there is a cost involved.

Name Email

Fr Kevin Burns kevincburns@xtra.co.nz

Mary Catherwood RSM mcatherwood@xtra.co.nz

Christina Cathro RNDM christina.cathro@gmail.com

Anna Clarke RSM anna.clarke@xtra.co.nz

Kevin Gallagher kevingallagher@xtra.co.nz

Lyn Gallagher lyngallagher@xtra.co.nz

Lyn Haines lynhaines7@gmail.com

Fr. Rick Loughan rickgsh@gmail.com

Fr John O’Connor johncoconnor@me.com

Trish O’Donnell trish.willem@paradise.net.nz

Kathleen Rushton RSM kprushton@gmail.com

Carole Sandford carolesandford@actrix.co.nz

Listed of Trained Catholic Spiritual Directors

Mercy Day is a tradition that honours and commemorates the 
Sisters of Mercy foundress, Catherine McAuley. On this day in 
1827 she opened the first House of Mercy in Dublin.

Villa Maria College celebrated Mercy Day this year with some 
very special guests. The day began with a beautiful Mass. We 
then opened our doors to children and staff from special needs 
units around Christchurch. They are invited to spend a day 
with Villa girls and be entertained through activities and a co-
lourful concert. In the true spirit of Mercy, our Vertical Groups 
go to a lot of effort to create a magical experience for their 
special guests. It was lovely this year to include special needs 
students from some of our contributing schools.
Judi Wilson, Development Officer

Rosary House Spiritual Life  
Centre 2017
Gospel of Matthew Sunday Gospel Year A Series 
This series explores how the Lectionary follows the story of 
Matthew's Gospel and, in particular, the five great sermons. 
The Sunday gospel readings will enable participants to listen 
more deeply to the proclaimed Word of God.
Presenter: Sr Kathleen Rushton RSM
Mary Potter Community Centre, 442 Durham Street North
Wed 15 Feb, Mon 12 June, Tues 5 Sept, Wed 15 Nov.
Time: 7.30pm

Mercy Day 2016

Picture shows a depiction of St John of the Cross 1542-1591, one of our 
greatest spiritual guides whom we remembered on 14 December.
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In the Diocese

Forty Year Celebration in the 
SVP Vineyard
St Vincent de Paul in Christchurch recently celebrated over 40 
years of apostolic work carried out by a number of members of 
local conferences.

Congratulations to Allan Ashton, Ray Casey (absent) and 
Babs Casey, Jerry Cuddy, Peter Dravitzki, Dave Mallia, Rus-
sell Morris, John Mulvaney, Sr Deirdre Nelson, Keith Norton, 
who were presented with their long-service awards by Fr Rick 
Loughnan at Mass at St Mary’s Pro-Cathedral.

Thank You Very Much!
What a great night Race Night 2016 
was! It was awesome to see everyone 
from across parishes in the diocese 
join us in October at the Addington 
Race Way, connecting and enjoying 
each other's company.

We, the John Paul II Centre Team, 
extend our heartfelt grateful thanks 
to our sponsors, donors and to you 
our supporters for your generosity 
towards our mission and for being 
there. It made the night the success 
it was.

We would also like to acknowledge with gratitude all the 
people who leant their expertise, spent time and energy during 
the planning of this event.

The total after expenses at this stage indicates that, with 
your help, we raised around $15,000. This funding will help 
us to help others as we continue to promote a culture of life, 
marriage and family in the diocese.

Photos were taken at the event. For your copy, contact the 
John Paull II Centre for Life.

An 80th Birthday not to be 
sneezed at
The Christchurch Branch of the Catholic Women's League 
(CWL) has lived our motto of Faith and Service for 80 years. 
This wonderful milestone was celebrated in style with a 
luncheon at the Shirley Golf Club, a stunning setting. We are 
very grateful for the dedication of Mary Slattery and Jenny 
Muschamp and honoured them with a life membership of 
the Branch. The Diocesan Council would like to thank every 
member of the league, past and present for making the CWL 
the Vital, Visible and Vibrant part of the Catholic Church that 
it is today and in the future.
Bonny Stephens, Diocesan Vice President 

Back row L-R: Dave Mallia, Allan Ashton (partly obscured), Sister Deirdre 
Nelson, Russell Morris, Keith Norton. Front row L-R: John Mulvaney, Babs 
Casey, Jerry Cuddy, Peter Dravitzki

Mary Slattery and Jenny Muschamp receive their life memberships.

Invisible Splendour Waiting  
to be Born
Every child is a gift from God! Pregnant mothers and their 
families responded to an invitation to attend the Chapel of 
the Holy Innocents at the John Paul II Centre for Life on 
1 December. During Mass, they received a special blessing 
and a "Prayer for Mother and Baby" card was given to each 
mother attending.
 Some women struggle to celebrate their motherhood and 
to welcome their child with joy because of their particular 
circumstances. We invite every mother who is worried 
about her pregnancy to consider allowing us to support her 
through this time. We do so in prayer and in many prac-
tical ways through the John Paul II Centre for Life along 
with the wider Catholic community.

The multitudes at Race Night 2016.
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In the Diocese/Sacred Music

Take Up Your Cross
Legion of Mary retreat with Fr Do Nguyen
Three praesidia of the Legion of Mary of Canterbury (Junior 
Praesidium, Our Lady of Serenity and Our Lady of the Mis-
sions) recently joined together for a day retreat at St Peter 
Chanel Church, Rangiora. Fr Do Nguyen offered Mass, Bene-
diction and Rosary. He later reflected on the path of a follower 
of Jesus Christ, basing it on Matthew 16:24: "If anyone would 
come after me, let him deny himself, take up his cross and 
follow me". He shared his journey to priesthood and encour-
aged all to persevere in faith amidst all the sacrifices it entails. 
His spiritual advice: to keep up our prayers and devotion to 
Mother Mary.
Imee Mirasol, Our Lady of Serenity Praesidium
Christ the King Parish

Waimate's Priceless Gem
A pilgrimage of Australasian pipe organ enthusiasts recently 
visited St Patrick's Basilica in Waimate. Members of the Organ 
Historical Trust of Australia heard Mr Peter Meyer demonstrate 
the beautiful Hobday organ, built in 1918.

The Parish hosted a party of 50 for morning tea. Members 
expressed astonishment over the beauty of the small town's 
Basilica and declared the gentle tones of the Hobday pipe or-
gan “a priceless gem."
John Foley

Sacred music communicates the Gospel
The first weekend in October saw Catholics converge on 
Christchurch for a music ministry conference. Catholics in-
volved in school and parish music were invited to register for 
Exalt, a weekend of music workshops, time for Mass, adora-
tion, along with free-form worship. 

CYT music ministry coordinator Jessica Bond said: “It was 
overwhelming to have such a strong response nationally, and 
the gathering of 100 people from all around New Zealand felt 
like the beginning of something which will only continue to 
grow.” Miss Bond went on to explain that “having Joe Zam-
bon, a Canadian Catholic singer-songwriter attend as the key 
speaker was a particular blessing as he shared his gift of mu-
sic, as well as insight into music and liturgy, song-writing and 
living life as a worshipper, among other relevant topics.”  

For one participant, the message from the conference was 
clear: “That music is given to glorify God, to sanctify us and to 
take the Gospel to the world.”
Given the success of EXALT 2016, another conference is being 
planned for 2017.
Ken Joblin

Honouring Sacred Music
Congratulations to our 
Cathedral Musical Di-
rector, Don Whelan, who 
recently received a signifi-
cant award from the Roy-
al School of Church Mu-
sic. Mr Whelan travelled 
to the UK and received 
the Associate of the Royal 
School of Church Music 

award at an investiture ceremony in York Minster on 1 Oc-
tober. This award recognises the significance of Mr Whelan’s 
contribution to sacred music at a national level.

Joe Zambon, key-note 
speaker at EXALT 2016.
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Young Adults

What Has The Youth Mis-
sion Team Been Up To?
Mission Team 2016 worked hard and 
confidently to give every young person 
of the Christchurch Diocese the opportu-
nity to encounter God, whether it was in 
a retreat, camp or youth group session. 
They ministered to over 2800 students 
with their high energy games, their in-
spiring talks, being transparent in their 
testimonies, and their heart-felt prayers 
for young people. During each retreat 
session, the team invited priests to be 
present to ensure young people could 
receive the Sacraments.

The Mission Team year starts with 
five weeks of formation and training 
directed by Diana Ingle. This formation 
results in peer to peer ministry, as that 
is where the real action is to be found 
for the Mission Team. Inspired by Pope 
Benedict XVI "First and foremost every 
Catholic educational institution is a 
place to encounter the living God who is 
Jesus Christ and reveals His transform-
ing love and truth." With this mandate, 
the team reached out. Not only does the 
team have the opportunity to impact 
and change lives around them, their 
own lives are transformed. 

It is a great privilege to serve as Mis-
sion Team Coordinator, the opportunity 
to work alongside six eager young peo-
ple who have said such a generous `Yes` 
is awesome. Please pray that the Team 
receive all they need to remain faithful 
for the task at hand.
Maria Boddington
Youth Mission Team Coordinator

Dziecht dobry (good day),

On Monday 11 July 2016, I left New 
Zealand for Europe. I didn't know what 
to expect: I just knew that going to be 
part of the World Youth Day gathering 
there would be a good experience and 
God would use it to catalyse a change in 
my life and those around me I thought 
there might be some sort of life-shaking 
event, a metaphorical lightning bolt, but 
it has been more of a gentle awakening 
and warming to the deepness of God's 
love.

When we got to Poland we stayed 
one week with a host family in the city 
of Katowice for "Days in the Diocese" 
(the week before the World Youth Day 
week, in preparation for it) and as well 
as sharing their life and culture, we had 
catechesis and outreach.

We then stayed one week with a family 
in the city of Kraków. As far as the 
impact this has had on me personally, I 
travelled to (and arrived in) Europe by 
myself before I met up with the rest of 
the NZ pilgrims so already I was lean-
ing pretty heavily on God — to get me 
where I needed to be on time, help me 
talk with strangers when I needed help 
and give me opportunities to share my 
mission and Jesus relationship (some-
times through language differences), 
and that is just the visible tip of the 
iceberg as I relied so much on Him just 
to get me on this trip in the first place!

Of course, God is good all the time 
and thankfully He kept me safe from 
harm the whole time I was away. I felt 
a tremendous burden lifted from me 
when I was reminded to not compare 
myself to the "holiness" of other pilgrims 
and to simply walk the journey that God 
has given me. As well as all of the great 
learning experiences, there were many 

My Polish Pilgrimage

very good teachings or catechesis, such 
as a series of talks unpacking what it 
means to live in mercy. I learned that 
mercy is how God meets you wherever 
you are and He wants you to recognise 
that He is always close to you: that 
nothing in your past, present or future is 
too much for His loving embrace. We all 
need to personally experience His love to 
truly understand it — that overwhelm-
ing (sometimes moving-me-to-tears) 
love that surpasses our human under-
standing — and once we have experi-
enced it, we can truly give it freely!

A key take home message is that God 
can use any negative experience or 
difficult upbringing for His glory and 
the benefit of others, if we give it to Him 
and allow His love to transform it. 

I am so thankful for this opportunity 
that God has given me, supported by 
many people that I know and don't 
know, in order that I may experience His 
mercy and love, and now I have many 
opportunities to share it.
Dzichikujchi (thank you),
Nathan Bergin
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Nazareth Care Rises 
From the Rubble
At 10:41am on 14 November, the day 
of the North Canterbury earthquake, 
Nazareth Care opened the doors of their 
impressive purpose built hospital and 
rest home facility. Ironically it was the 
earthquake on 22 February 2011 that 
destroyed the previous building and 
has led to the development of this very 
tasteful and spacious facility.

Three sisters of Mercy arrived at 
their new home. Two were residents at 
Nazareth at the time of the earthquake. 
They were warmly welcomed by Sr Ana 
Robertson, (Sr Superior and Mission 
Director) and Deborah Collins, (Clinical 
Care Manager) before being shown to 
their well-appointed rooms by staff.

Every effort has been made to ensure 
that the new facility is attractive to both 
residents and visitors. There is a café in 
the expansive foyer, pharmacy, medical 
suite, hairdresser, craft shop, a pur-
pose-built cinema, and more.

Six Sisters of Nazareth will be available 
24 hours a day, 7 days a week to pro-
vide Pastoral Care when needed. Fr Jim 
Nicholas celebrates Mass daily and Holy 
Communion will be available daily for 
those unable to attend Mass. Construc-
tion of the convent and chapel is expect-
ed to be completed by the end of 2017.

The Sisters of Nazareth are to be 
congratulated on their commitment to 
Christchurch and their determination to 
build a facility that will serve the people 
of this city for the rest of this century 
and hopefully beyond.

The Christchurch Needlework Guild was 
delighted when the Carmelite Sisters 
agreed to exhibit some of their past 
and present needlework and other craft 
skills for the 2016 Beca Heritage Week. 
The exhibition was aptly named "Hidden 
Monastic Women" and was very success-
ful. Entry was free.

Many pieces of embroidery were on 
display; pieces done in goldwork, lace, 
hardanger, cross stitch, appliqué, others 
exquisitely painted and bejewelled. 
Amongst all these were handmade, clay 
flower displays, hand painted so realis-
tically one could mistake them for the 
genuine article.

St Mary's Pro-Cathedral Adminis-
trator Fr Chris Friel contributed three 
stunning vestments, a dalmatic, a cope 
and humeral veil. The Sisters from 
the Community of the Sacred Name 
loaned the most delicate altar cloths and 
embroidery done in silk shading and 
gold while the Sisters of the Missions, 
(RNDM), brought in work including a 
piece of handmade bobbin lace made in 
1888. Fr Peter Conaghan sm loaned a 
stole commemorating Sr Faustina and 
the Divine Mercy that was presented to 
him in Poland.

Many people commented on the 
nostalgia brought on after viewing such 
religious regalia and were especially 
moved to be able to do so in the envi-
ronment of Carmel. From the monastery 

"Hidden Monastic 
Women"

these are some quotes from the Sisters: 
"Preparing for the display was nostalgic 
as we handled many treasures worked 
by some of the precious Sisters gone 
before us." "It filled us with awe to see 
how different each one's talent was, and 
all for the glory of God who bestowed 
the talent."

Launched at the exhibition was the 
first book to be published by Christ-
church Carmel — "Reflections in a Mon-
astery Garden." A work of almost every 
flower and blossom in the monastery 
gardens, painted over many years by Sr 
Teresa Kelleher OCD. Each painting is 
accompanied by a reflection. 

Contacts for copies:  
Barry Gadsby, PO Box 21-027 CHCH 
8413, Ph (03) 366 5175. Carmelite Mon-
astery, 52 Halswell Rd, CHCH 8025, Ph 
(03) 338 9370.

The Sisters expressed a wish to thank 
the people of Christchurch for the sup-
port shown to them, particularly since 
the recent earthquakes.
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22 November is the Feast of St Cecilia, Patroness of musicians. 
It was also a very special time in our Pro-Cathedral. Around 
350 young singers from 16 of our Catholic primary schools 
came together for Jubilate 2016, an hour of singing with St 
Cecilia and all the saints.

Our Sacred Arts Team had already met all the singers over 
the last few months as they visited our schools to assist teach-
ers and students to learn six core items, all themed around 
God's gift of song. They travelled to schools from Kaiapoi 
and Rangiora in the north, down to Timaru and across to the 
West Coast. Greymouth and Timaru had already sung in their 
own mini festivals in the weeks leading up to Jubilate. Many 

"He Came Singing Love"

Jubilate 2016

30 children from St Patrick’s School, Greymouth sing in Jubilate Grey-
mouth. A very good group, some of whom came to Jubilate 2016 in our 
Pro-Cathedral (courtesy of Vee MacDonald Photography)

schools had been working hard for the Primary Schools Music 
Festival in October so were in very fine voice to take on our 
own festival, a celebration of Catholic song.

In a beautifully managed arrival, schools came very quiet-
ly into the sacred space of St Mary's. What would this large 
group sound like? It took but a few moments in rehearsal 
together to realise we were in for a treat. The sound was so 
clear and strong that one person commented they could hear 
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The boys after being baptised

it from down Manchester street and thought the festival had 
already started.

Core singing was the key feature of Jubilate. School banners 
were processed into the church as we all sang the national 
anthem. We were hosted by St Mary's School who unveiled 
the icon of Mary, Mother of the Church which had been com-
missioned by Bishop Jones for the Year of Faith. Students also 
helped us reflect on the gift of music and in reading the Gos-
pel, foreshadowed Advent and the coming of Jesus, Emman-
uel. This led into the singing of the Advent hymn, “O come, o 
come Emannuel”. Students rose to the challenge of singing it 
in Latin.

A number of beautiful vocal contributions were made. A fea-
ture was a young boy soprano, Jayden Walker who represented 

"He Came Singing Love"

Jubilate 2016

St Joseph's, Pleasant Point. His singing of Panis Angelicus and 
Suo Gan showed his peers what is possible when you work to 
achieve a high standard.

Diocesan General Manager Andy Doherty was moved by the 
sound. He was delighted with the number of schools tak-
ing part and enjoyed hearing the practice outside while they 
were waiting to enter the church. Before blessing us, Fr Rick 
Loughnan recalled the hymn, "He Came Singing Love" and 
encouraged children to take to heart the words, "For the love 
to go on, we must make it our song, you and I be the singers."
Sr Eleanor Capper rsj

Kelly Seabourne, St  
Patrick’s Kaiapoi, directing 
her choir and that of Sacred 
Heart, Addington.
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Upholding Human Life

Strong Marriages, Strong  
Families, Strong Nation
A forum on the family was hosted by the Diocese and Right 
to Life with the Director of Family First NZ, Bob McCoskrie, 
speaking about issues affecting the family and young people.  
The presentation was one of many that Mr McCoskrie is mak-
ing around New Zealand.  The fast paced presentation gave an 
overview of current family issues such as family breakdown 
and marriage, child poverty, child abuse & the anti-smacking 
law, sex education & ‘gender identity’ in schools, euthanasia 
and parental notification laws. 

One aspect that Mr McCoskrie spoke about was the gender 
identity programme being used in schools, designed by Family 
Planning and Rainbow Youth.  This programme is the most in-
trusive and destructive programme of social engineering that 
has ever been imposed on our community. 

Mr McCoskrie challenged parents and grandparents to be 
informed and find out what programmes are being used in the 
schools of their children for sexuality education.

In the Name of Freedom
A battle is being waged throughout 
the world in the name of sexual free-
dom but even people who "feel the 
crisis we are in...largely seem to be 
blind to the evil that it brings about." 
Catholic sociologist, lecturer and 
writer Gabriele Kuby warned her au-
dience at Christ the King parish that 
the real agenda of the "global sexual 
revolution" is the destruction of our 
freedom, faith and family. "People are 
no longer allowed to preach, teach, or 
be raised to believe that the purpose 
of sexuality is the bond of love be-
tween a man and a woman and the 
creation of children."

Gender mainstreaming, one of the 
new norms being implemented, is 
the idea that a person's sexual iden-
tity can be chosen and need not cor-

respond to their biological sex. This ideology gives rise to new 
sexual identities which all claim rights to marriage, fertility 
treatment and adoption. The “school transgender bathroom” 
issue is one face of the battle.

Enforcement of these norms, says Mrs Kuby, could destroy 
our culture as the family cannot thrive without certain basic 
moral conditions. "As sex goes, so goes the family. As the fam-
ily goes, so goes society." Children who are "hyper-sexualised 
by the entertainment industry, media and mandatory school 
programmes" lose their ability "to distinguish between good 
and evil, and their inner orientation towards the good... They 
become incapable of the self giving love necessary for marriage 
and parenthood."

Mrs Kuby encourages us to pray and work for a culture that 
respects the God-given dignity of the human person, and to 
fight for faith, freedom and family. Her comprehensive book, 
"The Global Sexual Revolution" is an excellent starting point.

Natural Fertility
WOOMB NZ offers tuition in 
Natural Fertility allowing women 
and couples to better understand, 
appreciate and so value their 
reproductive health. It employs 
Alicia Reeve (pictured,) a reg-
istered nurse as their National 
Educator and Co-ordinator. She 
offers this knowledge throughout 
New Zealand. Alicia is an accred-
ited Billings Ovulation Method 
teacher: see our website www.
billingslife.co.nz 

This knowledge, when expertly taught along with the science 
of the rules of the Method, allows couples who need to delay 
having a child to postpone pregnancy. As cofounder of the 
Method Dr Evelyn Billings wrote “This is knowledge of her 
body that every woman ought to have."

For more, email Alicia at info@billingslife.org.nz. Tel: 0800 
NZ Fertility.

Sociologist Gabriele Kuby 
spoke on the "global  
sexual revolution" at  
Christ the King Parish in 
September. The seminar 
was organised by Right  
to Life.
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Schools

In Search of Mary
St Patrick's School in Waimate is installing an outside prayer 
grotto and rosary area. They are looking for a statue of Mary 
to be a feature of this area. They are obviously looking for the 
statue to be able to withstand the elements!! Please contact 
the Principal, Anne Pratt, tel: 03-689-8584, should you be able 
to assist.

Good company and generous hospitality are a regular fixture 
on the Holy Name Parish calendar in Timaru.

The parish and Timaru's Catholic secondary school, Roncalli 
College, have joined forces to offer a free lunch, twice monthly, 
to anyone and everyone who wishes to come.

The initiative was started by parish councillor Sally Feeley 
and Religious Studies teacher Joanne Bennett. "We aimed to 
bring the parish and the school together to care for some of 
Timaru's more isolated residents," Joanne said. However, rath-
er than just feeding the hungry, the guests seem to enjoy the 
company as much as anything.

"We open at 12.00pm and there would still be people here 
well into the afternoon, while the students tidy up around 
them. It's so nice to see people enjoying themselves," she said.

The students who staff the kitchen need to be back in class 
by 1.30pm. The kitchen is run from the parish centre, which 
is conveniently located next to the College and behind the 
Sacred Heart basilica. The food has been generously donated 
by members of the parish and school communities and has 
always met expectations.

A basic lunch is always offered, but more often than not 
there is a sweet treat to finish. Also, entertainment is provided 

Loaves and Fishes: More Than Food

by students, or by Sally's husband Bernard, or sometimes by 
the guests themselves.

"The opportunity for all types of people to share a joke or a 
story or a song has been really lovely," Sally said.

"The students really love the interaction. They will return 
back to school buzzing with funny stories of things that hap-
pened or people they met."
The soup kitchen has been running for about four months now 
and every week it grows. The first lunch had around 12 invited 
attendees, and the most recent about 26.

Joanne hopes that the positive flow-on effects to the students 
are just the beginning. "They get real joy out of giving some-
thing of themselves to others. It's really good to encourage 
them to get out of their comfort zone — all students want to 
help and make relationships with different sorts of people, 
some of them just need the support and encouragement to do 
so."

She hopes that by opening the door to volunteering, stu-
dents will be enabled to put themselves forward in the future. 
"It's another way of putting faith into action, and in some 
cases people are more open to action than theory. The Loaves 
and Fishes free lunch will continue every second and fourth 
Wednesday of the month indefinitely because everyone agrees 
that there is more than just wholesome food going on here.”
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Schools

Young Vinnies: Bringing People  
Together
Catholic Cathedral and Marian Colleges are bringing Age Con-
cern and their Young Vinnies Group together. A very successful 
outreach under the St Vincent de Paul banner is occurring.

Each term, the Young Vinnies group provides hospitality, 
fellowship and entertainment for those who are unable to get 
out and about as much as they would like to. These encounters 
are very special, not only for our lovely oldies but also for the 
students who have the privilege to talk and listen to them. Our 
students feel uplifted and enriched by the stories and wisdom 
of our guests.

Both Colleges will ensure that this initiative will continue in 
2017.

Harnessing the  
Power of the Sun!
In October, St Joseph's School commissioned and blessed a 
new 5kw hybrid solar system. Along with the animation of the 
Holy Spirit, the school is now being energised by a 5kw solar 
array and a state of the art 6.4kWh Tesla Powerwall Battery 
(the first of its kind to be installed in the South Island).

St Joseph's is a bronze member of the Enviro Schools Pro-
gramme. Solar energy is seen as being a logical next step. 
Unlike most home electricity consumers, the majority of a 
school's power consumption occurs during daylight hours. Any 
reduction we can make to our power bill allows us to redirect 
funds towards teaching and learning.

Staff and students are excited about having access to real live 
data from the "Solar Edge" control panel. Data on power con-
sumption will be analysed regularly by our students.

We embrace the challenge of Pope Francis for the world to 
undergo an ecological conversion.

Marist Brothers
Nearly 200 years ago in Southern France 
St Marcellin Champagnat founded a 
teaching order of men and called them the 
Little Brothers of Mary.
The official date of this founding is January 2nd 1817.

The Marist Brothers are planning several gatherings in the 
South Island for the year 2017 to celebrate this Bicentenary, 
and would like to start the year by inviting all Marist and 
Xavier College Old Boys and their families to a Marist family 
picnic day on January 2nd from 10.30am-3pm on the grounds 
of Catholic Cathedral and Marian Colleges.

The following are the dates of the bicentenary celebrations 
occurring throughout the South Island in 2017:

INVERCARGILL: 25th - 26th March
CHRISTCHURCH: 1st - 3rd September
TIMARU:  9th - 10th September
GREYMOUTH: 2nd - 3rd December

For further information please view our website www.marist-
brothers.org.nz

Young Catholics Communicate 
Justice
Fr Michael Pui is the Convenor of the Christchurch Commis-
sion for Justice and Peace (CCJP). He was pleased with the 
response from local Catholic Schools to the Commission's 2016 
multimedia/essay competition.

The winner in the Years 11-13 section was Rachael Fotu of 
Catholic Cathedral College. She was awarded the J&P Cup and 
$500. Calais Werahiko, also from Catholic Cathedral College, 
winner of the Years 9-10 group, won $300. The Years 7-8 
winner was Owen Kirwan from St Mary's Primary School who 
received $150. All entrants received a certificate and a Hoyts 
movie pass.

Fr Pui, accompanied by Barbara and Bob Te Miha, presented 
the awards to the equally pleased winners.

Fr Denis Nolan blesses the new Solar Panels at St Joseph's 
School, Rangiora.
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Friday 16 Sep-
tember saw the 
opening of brand 
new school build-
ings at St Mary's 
in Christchurch 
North. The school 
operated from 
the damaged 
old school build-
ings since 2011 
with temporary 
strengthening. A 
decision was made 
for a complete 
rebuild of the 
school on the front 
of the property. 
This project began 
in January of this 
year and was completed by August. The 
new buildings are designed to be warm, 
light, attractive and flexible for learn-
ing. They offer students many spaces 
where they may work comfortably and 
in a manner which suits their learning 
style. The teachers love the new learning 
spaces and are excited by the way that 
they make collaborative teaching easy 
and fun.

Principal David O’Neill spoke of the 
school's journey since its opening by 
the Sisters of Mercy in 1894. His talk 
included the brandishing of a school bell 
from the 1950's and a small stained glass 
window saved from the Marist Presby-
tery destroyed in 2011.

Fr Rick Loughnan blessed the new 

“Warm, light, attractive, and flexible”- a new school at  
St Mary's Manchester Street

school and jointly declared it open 
with the Hon Nicky Wagner, MP for 
Christchurch Central.

Along with official guests, many 
parents and friends of the school 
were present. The students were 
able to sit in the new 'pit area which 
is a central focal point between the 
buildings.

St Mary's is a multi-cultural school 
with a growing roll and offers a high 
quality Catholic Education for boys 
and girls from new entrants to year 
8. A distinctive feature of St Mary's 
is its new ‘Singing’ stream.

For more, contact David O'Neill, 
Principal: principal@stmaryschch.
nz, tel: 03-3662005 www.maryschch.
school.nz
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PERPETUAL  
ADORATION  

UPDATE
Can you help over 

Christmas and New 
Year?

The Perpetual Adoration Chapel has 
now been operating for three and a half 
years. For the past three Christmases we 
have managed to keep the chapel open 
24 hours a day, 7 days a week. Many of 
our adorers go away during this period 
so we are always in need of a few extra 
subs. If you are home and willing to 
help out, please contact Matt O'Connell 
on 366-9869 or email chchadoration@
gmail.com
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350 students from 16 schools singing in  
St Mary’s Pro-Cathedral for Jubilate 2016.


