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NGA MIHI NUI FROM 
THE EDITORIAL DESK

Good News From the  
Diocesan Administrator

My thanks to all who submitted 
stories to Inform in 2017. You gave 
us a great insight into what goes on 
around the diocese, particularly in 
our smaller centres. In doing so, you 
are really sharing your love of Christ 
and His Church with us all. More of 
your stories are in this, our final issue 
for 2017.

Thank you for the high quality 
photographs you are submitting. I 
am receiving very positive comment 
about them. Please do not be 
discouraged if your story was not 
included in this edition. Inevitably, 
not all stories make it to print due 
to space constraints. Those which 
are not so time specific are kept for 
possible inclusion in future editions.

Inform Issue 111 (the Summer 
Issue) looks back over the last 
three months of Catholic life in our 
diocese. We take special note of the 
Ablaze Parish Renewal Conference, 
join the Mairehau parish in their 
excitement over the building of their 
new church, rejoice in the sacred 
music made by our young people at 
Jubilate 2017, and give thanks for the 
great contribution of the Society of St 
Vincent de Paul which began its New 
Zealand work in our diocese.

Let us give thanks for all the 
blessings and challenges of 2017 and 
prepare for the coming of Our Lord 
at Christmas and at the end of time. 
“Maranatha, come Lord Jesus.”
In Christ,
Ken Joblin Editor, Caitlin Godfrey 
Assistant Editor

The diocesan website: www.chch.catholic.org.nz advertises events happening within the diocese. As a parish, school, or church group you are welcome to advertise events. You can list your event from the link on the home page under ‘events’.

We have recently heard the wonderful 
news that Pope Francis has appointed 
Fr Paul Martin SM as the tenth Bishop 
of the Diocese of Christchurch. He will 
succeed our beloved Bishop Barry Jones 
who died in February 2016. Bishop-Elect 
Martin will be ordained bishop in the 
new year. I am sure the whole diocese 
rejoices that we have a bishop again and 
we welcome him with open arms.

You will be interested to know that 
Bishop-Elect Martin SM was born in 
Hastings in 1967, one of five children. 
He entered formation for the Society of 
Mary in 1985 and studied theology and 
arts at Victoria University, Wellington 
and theology in Rome. He has taught 
English and Religious education in New 
Zealand and his roles include Rector of 
St Patrick's College in Wellington and 
Deputy Director in Pastoral Care at St 
Bede's College here in Christchurch.

I thank God for the two years we, 
as a diocese, have waited, prayed and 
worked for our new bishop. Thank you 
for the wonderful spirit of unity and 
love which have pervaded the diocese 
during this time. While bishop-Elect 
Martin will have his own pastoral 
approach and vision, he is already 
becoming aware of the richness of his 
people in this diocese. Working with 

Bishop-Elect 
Martin, I will 
continue as 
administrator 
of the diocese 
until he is 
ordained 
bishop in 2018.

Bishop-
Elect Martin's 
appointment 
was made 
as we began 
the Season 
of Advent. In 
these final days 
of this Season 
of Advent, I 
thank those 
who have 
taken part in the diocesan programme of 
intercessory prayer. We have prayed for 
the diocese, the people of our country 
and the needs of the world. As we pray 
for the needs of others our own hearts 
expand. I am sure that as we look 
forward to the coming of our Saviour, 
we will experience a deep renewal of our 
faith. May God bless you all and your 
families and especially those in need in 
the Christmas season.
Fr Rick Loughnan

Samoan youth gathered at 
the Carmelite Monastery 
Chapel.

Bishop-Elect Paul 
Martin, Tenth Bishop of 
Christchurch

"I'd like to express what a 
privilege it is to be chosen 
to serve in the Diocese of 
Christchurch as Bishop, 
following in the footsteps 
of those before me.  I am 
really looking forward to 
taking up this ministry 
and leading the Diocese."
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In early November, 
over 140 people 
attended the 
inaugural Catholic 
Networking Event 
at the Addington 
Raceway. It gave 
those of us in the 
Catholic business 
community an 
opportunity to 
meet one another 
and put a face to a 
name.

The lunch 
was hosted by 
the Catholic 
Development Fund (CDF) and our 
compere was Fr Chris Friel. The first 
speaker of the day was the Chairman 
of the CDF Board of Trustees, Mr Rob 
Farrell. Mr Farrell welcomed everyone, 
thanked them for attending and 
proceeded to tell them a little about the 
CDF.

The Fund was established in December 
1967 with the signing of a Trust Deed 
and has been a major influence in 
helping to establish the framework of 
our Catholic community, providing loans 
to purchase land and build our churches, 
presbyteries and schools. Also, every 
year the CDF has provided a distribution 
to the bishop to assist in the pastoral 
ministry of the church.

The keynote speaker was Mr Stephen 
Boock who regaled us with many 
interesting stories of his early life and 
his cricketing career. He is well known 
for his roles with NZ Cricket as a player, 
board member and president.

 We had a very positive response to the 
lunch. So much so, that we are inspired 
to provide this platform for networking 
on a regular basis. So keep your eyes 

Our Bicultural 
Development

A Cultural Imperative

Hospital Chaplain Angela McCormick 
reflects on ‘Manaaki Hauora’ (the sacred 
obligation to attend to the well-being of 
others)
Kia ora koutou,

It was an honour and privilege for 
me to explore my understanding, 
awareness and knowledge of 
Maoritanga through completing a 
second Clinical Pastoral Education 
(CPE) Unit last year. Manaaki 
Hauora is the bi-cultural equivalent 
of a CPE unit presented in four 
week long modules over six months. 
The course was full immersion into 
both tikanga (practices/customs) 
and te reo Maori which was an 
incredibly rewarding, uplifting, 
enriching, and yet challenging 
experience.

Included were field trips, lectures, 
oral and written reflections, plus 
cultural supervision. The aim of 
the course was to enable and better 
equip participants to meet the 
spiritual care of Maori patients and 
their whanau. I am grateful to Mike 
Stopforth who made it possible for 
me to attend.

The course was a wonderful 
opportunity to meet new colleagues, 
friends and networks. My own faith 
(whakapono) journey was also 
deepened and extended. Through 
new parameters of tikanga, my role 
and identity as a chaplain has been 
guided and developed.

Anyone wishing to pursue this bi-
cultural work, please contact Sarah 
McGregor on 03-389-1683.

Ma te Atua e manaaki - God Bless.

peeled (https://chchcatholic.nz/events) 
for the next event!
Melanie Perry
CDF Administrator

Catholic Business Networking Lunch

Picture top: Over 140 Catholic business people 
attended the Catholic Networking Lunch.
Picture above: Keynote speaker Mr Stephen 
Boock speaking at the lunch.
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The second weekend of November saw nearly 200 Catholic 
parish leaders converge on the St Mary’s Pro-Cathedral 
precinct in Manchester Street for the Ablaze Parish Renewal 
Conference. For some years, Christchurch Catholics have 
attended Australia’s Proclaim Conference and wanted to bring 
this experience to our own diocese and offer it in our own 
context. Diocesan Administrator Fr Rick Loughnan recently 
said that “The focus of the Ablaze Conference was renewal 
for those of us who practice our faith, how to reach out to 
those who have drifted from their faith and to those who 
have never heard of Jesus.” To that end, Ablaze offered parish 
leaders encouragement and inspiration and equipped them to 
immediately take what they learnt and apply it in their own 
parishes and schools.

The Ablaze venue was shared between St Mary’s Pro-
Cathedral on one side of Manchester Street and City Church 
on the other. This imaginative approach ensured that the 
sacramental and devotional life of conference attendees could 
take place in their own sacred space while City Church offered 
an excellent auditorium and classroom setting for keynote 
addresses, workshops and discussion.

Christ was at the centre throughout the conference. It began 
and ended with the celebration of the Mass. The opening 
Mass featured choristers from St Mary’s School, adjacent 
to the Pro-Cathedral, who, along with leading enthusiastic 
congregational singing, offered their own motets in Latin and 
English, demonstrating that children are capable of singing 
sacred music of quality and depth. The closing Mass featured 
a choir of 35 singers drawn from Christchurch parishes who, 
along with organ and trumpets, led joyful congregational 
singing supplemented by choral contributions. The Mass was 
celebrated by Bishop Nicholas Hudson, Auxiliary Bishop of the 
Archdiocese of Westminster in London.

Bishop Hudson was one of three compelling international 
keynote speakers featured at Ablaze. He spoke about the 
importance of parishes radiating Christ and he challenged 
participants to be sure that their personal relationship with 
Christ impacts on their parishes, enabling them to become 
“oases of mercy”. The second keynote address was from 

Australian Jan Heath, 
promoter of the 
Catholics Returning 
Home programme. 
She spoke of her own 
journey back to the 
Catholic faith after 
encounters with three 
people who witnessed 
to her about their faith 
within a short period 
of time. Jan has gone 
on to be involved in 
evangelisation both 
in Australia and in 
a number of other 
countries. The third 
and final keynote 
speaker was Daniel 
Ang, Director of 
Evangelisation for the 
Broken Bay Diocese in 
Australia. His keynote 
address provided 
insights into the 

Christchurch is Ablaze

current reality of parish life and the challenges for our parishes 
to become places of mission.

In addition to these three wonderful keynote addresses and 
opportunities for prayer and discussion, participants attended 
a range of high quality workshops covering topics such as 
hospitality and welcome, renewing sacramental preparation, 
the role of the parish in welcoming and helping non-practising 
and inactive Catholics to come home, becoming a confident 
Catholic, evangelising in the digital age, the parish school, the 

Jess Bond and Gareth 
Castillo providing music 
for morning prayer.
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importance of prayer and the Holy Spirit for the evangelising 
parish, proclaiming the Gospel to a new generation, 
evangelising through the Church’s sacred music and art and 
Catholic Social Teaching. A highlight was a panel formed 
by the three keynote speakers and Fr Michael Gielen from 
Holy Cross Seminary which responded to questions about 
parish renewal. After the closing Mass, Ablaze ended with a 
conference dinner, allowing everyone to relax and share what 
they had received.

Among those conference participants who have shared 
their experience of Ablaze is Anna Malone of Waimakariri. 
She said “I was challenged, informed and inspired. Ablaze 
broadened my view of evangelisation, identified current 
cultural challenges, emphasised the importance of embracing 
an evangelistic parish vision and gave so much hope for the 
future.” Fr Dan Doyle of the Ferrymead parish commented 
that “Ablaze was a really encouraging experience: so many 

Above: Irene Maguire leads morning prayer on the second day of the 
Ablaze Conference.
Left: The Q and A panel; Fr Michael Gielen, Bishop Nicholas Hudson 
(Auxiliary Bishop Westminster Diocese), Jan Heath (Brisbane), Daniel 
Ang (Broken Bay Diocese, Australia). The latter three were the 
keynote speakers.

youthful parish delegates fired with enthusiasm and love for 
God. It must be the greatest resource we have in the Diocese.” 
Albert Chow of the Palmerston North Diocese offered the 
thought that “Our homes, schools, parishes, workplaces and 
local communities are mission fields. As disciples of Jesus, 
are we ‘Mission’ ready to live out our faith authentically and 
proclaim the Good News?”

Mike Stopforth and the Bishop’s pastoral office co-
ordinated Ablaze. He stated that “We know already there are 
conversations as people return to their parishes inspired for 
mission and making Christ known.” “Ablaze really highlighted 
to me the talent we have in abundance within the Diocese,” 
said Christchurch Diocesan General Manager, Andy Doherty. “I 
am hopeful that this Conference will enable us in our parishes 
to recognise what we already do and lead us to practical ways 
to spread the Gospel more effectively by our actions and our 
words,” said Diocesan Administrator, Fr Rick Loughnan.
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Ablaze
What an absolute success the Ablaze 
conference was. I knew before we 
started that this would go well — 
months out our working 
team was on schedule. I 
had previously seen two of 
our international keynote 
speakers present. Not only 
did both deliver, I would 
say they were even more 
insightful this time. Our 
workshops were excellent 
as we had top people 
presenting and the overall 
management, down to the 
food and the breaks, was 
exceptional. I am proud of our choristers 
from St Mary’s Primary School next to 
our Pro-Cathedral, who were a raging 
success at Mass. The challenge now is 
what do we do to maximise this event 
and when do we do it again. Ablaze 
really highlighted to me the talent we 
have in abundance within the diocese.

Connections
You will hear me talk about connections. 
I think it is important to realise what 
we have done these last few weeks. 

The JPII Centre For Life Race Night 
attracted over 300 people to celebrate 
together with a lot of the priests 
participating. The Golden Catholic 

Lunch in early November 
drew over 100 people 
together. The CDF Business 
Lunch the following day 
had over 140 people meet 
up for the first time for 
this type of networking 
event. Ablaze had over 
180 people meet up from 
right around the diocese, 
with great representation 
from our priests. In mid 
November, around 400 of 

our Catholic primary school children 
and their teachers came together in 
St Mary’s Pro-Cathedral for Jubilate 
2017, our Catholic Music Festival. That 
is over 1,100 connections and a lot are 
different people at different stages of 
life. We must celebrate this and also 
keep finding ways to connect — and re-
connect — with people throughout the 
diocese. That is our challenge.
Kind Regards,
Andy Doherty

From Our Diocesan General Manager

Come Away and Rest Awhile
A Retreat in Daily Life

This parish based retreat is held 
one night each week for four weeks 
and is led by a team of people from 
the Christchurch Diocese who have 
undergone spiritual formation 
themselves. Early in 2016 Fr Rick 
Loughnan called this group of people 

together to look at ways of advancing 
spiritual growth in the parishes of our 
diocese. By the beginning of 2017, the 
group was ready to offer parishes a 
programme of evening retreat sessions. 
Throughout the year, four parishes 
accepted this offer and with very 

satisfactory outcomes. They are Stella 
Maris Ferrymead, St Joseph's Papanui, 
St Francis of Assisi Mairehau, and 
Christ the King Burnside.

The retreat we offer follows the 
pathway of St Ignatius. It is spirituality 
for everyday living in which participants 
are directed towards experiencing 
their faith more clearly and seeing God 
actively present in all things. The beauty 
of this month long retreat is that it is 
done in the midst of daily life.

In Mark’s gospel we read that the 
Apostles after their missionary journey 
rendezvoused with Jesus. They reported 
all they had done and taught and Jesus 
said, “You must come away to some 
lonely place all by yourselves and rest 
for a while,” for there was so much 
coming and going.

Kirsten Challies of Mairehau Parish 
shares, “Most found it a very enriching 
experience – for a variety of reasons: 
being attentive to God’s presence; the 
stillness that permeated to the core; 
the relationships that deepened due to 
the companionship and vulnerability 
of others throughout the retreat; the 
unique way that God led us in our 
various circumstances.”

Any parish can request this Retreat in 
Daily Life in 2018. Please contact: Kevin 
Gallagher kevingallagher@xtra.co.nz or 
Sr Kathleen Rushton kprushton@gmail.
com

Fr Kevin Burns and Clare Murphy RNDM
for the "Yearning Hearts" Retreat Team — 
Whakakoingo o te Ngakau

Left: Mairehau Parishioners meet in the new school 
facilities.
Above: Ferrymead Parish meets at their church to 
participate in the retreat
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The Catholic Diocese of Christchurch 
has $8 million of funding available, to be 
used for the benefit of women, children 
and families in Canterbury. From 2018, 
trusts, parishes and schools can apply 
to this fund to support their work with 
people in need.

Where have the funds come from?
The money was returned to the 

diocese by the Sisters of the Good 
Shepherd, acknowledging the sale of 
land which had originally been given 
by the diocese for the outreach known 
as ‘Mount Magdala’. The land was 
sold to become part of the Aidanfield 
subdivision. The funds were received by 
the diocese in 2016.

What was Mount Magdala?
Mount Magdala was home to a 

number of women and children from 
its opening in 1888, until it closed in 
1966. Mount Magdala was the vision 
of an Irish priest, Fr Laurence Ginaty 
SM. Fr Ginaty came to work in the 
Diocese of Christchurch at a time when 
many people were experiencing great 
difficulty, particularly women and 
children. He had a vision for providing 
a refuge for women and children, where 
they could learn practical skills and go 
on to start a new life back in the wider 
community. By all accounts, Fr Ginaty 
was a man with a real passion for 
people in greatest need. There are many 
records of Fr Ginaty zealously speaking 
throughout the country, raising funds to 
establish this community.

Fr Ginaty invited the Sisters of the 
Good Shepherd to come to Christchurch 
from Australia to run Mount Magdala. 
The sisters made a significant 
contribution to the diocese through this 
outreach.

At its height, Mount Magdala was 
home to 25 sisters, 159 young women, 
62 orphans and eight workmen. As 
numbers dwindled and the nature of 
social outreach changed, the life of 
Mount Magdala drew to a close.

Why is this fund called ‘Hoatu’?
Hoatu is a verb meaning ‘to give away’ 

in te reo Maori. In the Te Reo translation 

of the Bible, the word ‘hoatu’ appears a 
number of times. In particular, Matthew 
7:9-11 refers to God knowing the needs 
of his children, and giving them what 
they need. “Which of you, if your son 
asks for bread, will give him a stone? 
Or if he asks for a fish, will give him a 
snake? If you, then, though you are evil, 
know how to give good gifts to your 
children, how much more will your 
Father in heaven give good gifts to those 
who ask him?” (Matthew 7: 9-11).

It was felt this was a fitting name to 
reflect these funds being available now 
by the grace of God, and being used to 
compassionately provide to those in 
need.

Hoatu
A Fund for the Benefit of

Women, Children and Families  
in Canterbury

Left: Fr Laurence Ginaty in early years
Above: The opening of Mount Magdala Chapel, 
1912

How will the funds be allocated?
To honour the original intention 

of Mount Magdala, the funds will be 
available to aid women, children and 
families. The funding is able to be used 
in Canterbury, in accordance with the 
Trust Deed.

A committee has been formed to 
make recommendations to the bishop 
on how the funds should be allocated. 
The committee will be led by Charlotte 
Cummings, whose role will include 
liaising with those who wish to be 
considered to receive funding.

To enquire further about the Hoatu 
fund, contact Charlotte Cummings: 
ccummings@chch.catholic.org.nz
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The Catholic Diocese of Christchurch Archives 
presents the new online home of History and 
Archives for the Diocese
Over the last year the main Diocesan website has been redesigned 
and during that time the Archives page was removed.  The Diocesan 
Archives are pleased to announce the Archives website is now being 
launched - https://archives.chchcatholic.nz

From the main page you can find out about our holdings, how 
to conduct research, and abridged histories of the diocese, bishops, 
and parishes. All of our newsletters are available from the first 
edition in 2005 through to our current edition. We have a dedicated 
section of Educational Resources suitable for primary, secondary, 
tertiary and University of the Third Age.  

And finally we have an online exhibition space to highlight 
papers and objects in our collection, in addition to items of 
historical interest to the Diocese. This online exhibition space 
will enable us to engage with interested users from outside the 
Christchurch area.

Please feel free to send through your comments or suggestions for 
improvement: archives@chch.catholic.org.nz

Journeying from Conflict to 
Communion

What an enriching experience it was to 
participate in the ecumenical service at 
Knox Church, commemorating the 500th 
anniversary of the Reformation. From the 
outset, I felt a great sense of community, 
mutual respect and understanding. The Holy 
Spirit was definitely at work as together we 
listened to the Word of God, joined our voices 
in prayer, and sang the hymns with great 
enthusiasm. This one lyric from “Shout to 

the Lord” keeps coming back to me: we all experienced the 
“Wonders of God’s mighty love” as we commemorated the 
journey from conflict to communion.

In his sermon, Rev Dr Matthew Jack reiterated that any 
split, be it with friends, within families or in a religious sense, 
brings with it certain hurts and sadnesses, but also plentiful 
opportunities for growth in collaboration and communion. He 
challenged us as Christians to take part in a “new re-forming”, 
witnessing to and building on what we have in common as 
Christians, not what divides us.
Sr Mary Gleeson

Liturgy of the Word With 
Children

Workshops have been taking place throughout the diocese 
for our parish leaders who break open the Word of God with 
our children. We are called to mirror the pattern of prayer 
being celebrated in the main church with the children. The 
emphasis on the ritual prayer begins after the Opening Prayer 
of Mass with a dismissal rite and procession to their place of 
worship, following the Cross Bearer. Once gathered, they are 
invited to do what the rest of the community is doing, listen 
to the Scriptures proclaimed and applied to their lives with 
guidance on how to 
respond in various ways. 
A profession of faith is 
made and petitions are 
offered. The Cross Bearer 
then leads the children 
in procession back to 
the assembly for the 
Preparation of the Altar, 
leaving and returning 
with reverence. The new 
logo reflects the ritual 
pattern of following the 
Cross of the Lord in all 
we do. 

For parishes wishing 
to begin or renew this 
ministry, please contact 
Marianne Daly at the 
Diocese: mdaly@chch.
catholic.org.nz

Bishop’s Office

Children processing with joy 
to their place of worship.

The new logo for Liturgy of the Word with Children.



INFORM DECEMBER 2017 9

Around the Parishes

Fr Nolan during 
the blessing.

The Crusaders in 
Mid Canterbury

In 2010 a Filipino farm worker from 
Hinds in Mid Canterbury was inspired 
to start a Block Rosary Crusade in his 
new neighbourhood. Jonathan Da-al, 
his wife and another Catholic couple 
committed to pray the Rosary daily 
during October, the month of the Holy 
Rosary. The next year, an invitation 
went out to neighbours to join them 
saw an overwhelming response of 31 
families drawn from the region.

Each evening an image of Mary, 
the mother of Jesus, moves to a 
different home. This links neighbours, 
creates fellowship and fosters parish 
community. After prayer for the families 
involved and the local neighbourhood, 
a simple shared supper is held. The 
following night, the neighbourhood co-
ordinator picks up the image to travel 
on to the next family. “We discovered 
that some people had forgotten how 
to pray the Rosary, so we put together 
a guide and provided rosary beads for 
participants as well,” said Mr Da-al.

2012 saw the arrival of a Filipino 
assistant priest in Ashburton and 
the subsequent expansion of the 
Block Rosary. Now in its seventh year, 
five Block Rosary’s operate in Mid 
Canterbury: Ashburton town, Hinds, 
Methven, Rakaia and Westerfield-
Mayfield.

“The other good news is there are a 
lot of Kiwi families that have adopted 
our traditional Filipino devotion and are 
now actively involved. For that we are so 
thankful,” said Mr Da-al.

Benemerenti with  
a Difference
Labour Weekend Saturday saw family 
and friends from as far as Western 
Australia join St Mary’s Pro-Cathedral 
parishioners for a unique papal award. 
Benemerenti Medals were presented 
to both Marie and Laurence Mckee 
in recognition of their 110 years of 
combined work for the Church and the 
community.

Addington parish priest Fr John 
Craddock commented on the Mckee’s 
steadfastness to their faith and each 
other. Many of the statues in the Pro-
Cathedral survived the earthquakes only 
because of Laurence Mckee’s foresight 
in strengthening them. Their work 
continues in Addington. “Well done, 
good and faithful servants!”

A Good Time in 
Bryndwr

The Bryndwr Branch of the Catholic Women’s 
League hosts 70 seniors at their Christmas 
Lunch.  Guests enjoy a delicious and plentiful 
meal, entertainment from pupils of the 
adjoining St Patrick’s School, fellowship and 
laughter.

Full Communion
A long journey begun in June 2016 reaches a 
beautiful climax for Leo (Honglin Liu) and 
Seka (Wenjing Yuan) who, in September, 
receive the Sacraments of Initiation in the 
Holy Trinity parish.

Family Fun Night
Seven Passionist Family Groups enjoy a 
beautiful spring evening, with fish and chips 
on the Church lawn, followed by Bingo in the 
Bishop Joyce Centre.

“No Potato Famine 
Here!”

In November, 15 young parishioners 
received the Sacrament of 
Confirmation at Our Lady of Victories 
Parish, Sockburn. Part of the 
Confirmation programme 
focussed on the spirituality of 
St Vincent de Paul. As we know, 
his is a very practical spirituality: 
putting into action the call of the 
Gospel to charity by helping those 
in need, loving others, and mission 
to the poor. As part of their retreat 
day, they visited the St Vincent de 
Paul Society in Stanmore Road. One 
of their many tasks was bagging up 
potatoes for food parcels for families 
in need. They did this with joy and 
enthusiasm. This day was a great 
opportunity to be involved in the work 
of St Vincent de Paul in Christchurch.
Confirmation Team
Our Lady of Victories Parish, Sockburn

Young parishioners of OLV parish bagging up 
potatoes for food parcels for families in need at 
the St Vincent de Paul Society.

Laurence and  
Marie McKee with their  
Benemerenti Medals.
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The parish of St Francis of Assisi in 
Mairehau (comprising the former 
communities of Holy Family, Burwood, 
St Paul’s, Dallington, and Our Lady of 
Fatima, Mairehau) has been on a long 
journey of recovery and renewal. The 
destructive earthquakes some six years 
ago led to the loss of all three churches, 
and to the subsequent formation of a 
new parish.

Inspired by the spirit and teaching 
of their patron, St Francis, architect 
Dominic Hassan was invited to design a 
church and facilities in the Franciscan 
spirit. St Francis wanted the people of 
God to recover simplicity and humility 
in their lives and he wanted places of 
worship to be beautiful. To this end, St 
Francis set about building and restoring 
many churches with the best materials 
he could find.

In his book “God’s Dwelling Place” 
the late Bishop Barry Jones asked that 
our new and restored churches be “holy 
and beautiful places for the worship of 
God and the sanctification of the People 
of God”.

Dominic Hassan responded with 
an exciting design for the church. 
Commenting on it, Parish Priest Father 

Simon 
Eccleton said 
that “Dominic 
seemed to 
have captured 
the dream of 
the people 
for a church 
which is 

beautiful, timeless and Franciscan. 
When these plans were presented to our 
parishioners, some 87% of parishioners 
indicated that they were excited, or very 
excited about these plans.” Detailed 
plans can be viewed on the parish web 
site http://building.mairehauparish.org.
nz.

Already parishioners have pledged 
an amazing $1.5 million towards this 
project. We are committed to reaching 
our goal of $2 million. Fr Eccleton said 
he hoped that “former parishioners 
and others who may be in a position 
to assist will step forward to help the 
parish by making a donation”. Online 
donations can be made at http://
www.mairehauparish.org.nz/rebuild-
fundraising or through the parish office 
at 380 Innes Road, Christchurch 8052. 
Tel: 03-385-3459.

In August 2016, Fr Paul Tegin Avarez 
travelled from his home in southern 
India to the Christchurch Diocese and 
became assistant to Fr Simon Eccleton 
at St Francis of Assisi, Mairehau. His 
days in Christchurch are taken up with 
prayer, celebrating Mass, spending 
time with Mairehau parishioners and 
visiting the sick at Burwood Hospital. 
“It is not easy for parishioners to 
receive and accept an overseas priest, 
a priest of different colour, different 
language, different culture,” said Fr 

Fourteen Years in Priestly 
Formation

Avarez. However, he is being made very 
welcome and often invited around for 
dinner and house blessings.

“Having Fr Paul here has been a 
blessing and it has helped us to be 
truly Catholic in that religious sense 
of universal,” said Fr Eccleton. The 
parishioners “really appreciate...the 
differences in style and culture.”

Fr Avarez would like to live in a world 
in which more emphasis is given to 
peace, silence and listening.

Fr Paul taking an early morning Sunday mass. Fr Paul says his 
Christchurch parishioners are very dedicated to their faith.

St Francis of Assisi Inspires Mairehau

Architect’s sketch of the new church (above), the interior (Below left), and Sanctuary (below right).
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On 13 October 1917, the sixth and final of the public 
apparitions at Fatima in Portugal occurred with the solar 
spectacle, now known as the ‘Miracle of the Sun’. Recognised 
as the greatest miracle in the entire history of the Church 
and probably the world, the precise day and time of the 
occurrence had been predicted by the three peasant children, 
Jacinta, Lucia and Francisco. It was witnessed by a throng of 
seventy thousand people and remarkably two principal Lisbon 
newspapers covered the event. One of the papers “O Dia”, 
published this report. “At one o’clock in the afternoon, midday 
by the sun, the rain stopped. The sun had a transparent 
gauzy veil so that the eyes could easily be fixed upon 
it. The mother-of-grey pearl tone turned into a sheet 
of silver which broke up as the clouds were torn apart 
and the silver sun, enveloped in the same gauzy grey 
light was seen to whirl and turn in the circle of broken 
clouds. A cry went up from every mouth and people fell 
on their knees in the muddy ground…’

One hundred years later the centennial of this 
remarkable event was celebrated with An Evening of 
Reparation in the Pro-Cathedral which included Holy 
Mass with celebrant Fr Loughnan and concelebrants 
Frs Nolan, Quinones and Conaghan. Later in the 
evening Fr Adams assisted the other priests in the 
hearing of the confessions of the sizeable congregation.

“What do you want of me?” “I want a chapel built 

Marriage Training Weekend  
18-20 May 2018
“Christian marriage: Radical Demands, Extravagant Mercy”

The Catholic Church is committed to promoting and 
supporting life-long happy marriages.  To that end, many 
parishes in the Christchurch Diocese have married couples 
who help facilitate marriage preparation and marriage 
enrichment programmes.

Every two years the Catholic National Marriage Educators 
(CNME) hold a national marriage training weekend for those 
marriage educators working in the field of Catholic marriage 
preparation and marriage enrichment.

It is again the turn of the Christchurch Diocese to host this 
biennial event, having successfully hosted the event in 2000 
and 2008.

Marriage educators in the diocese already involved, and 
those parishes seeking to introduce new people to this 
ministry, are warmly invited to attend.

The weekend will be a wonderful opportunity to be 
upskilled, energised and network with others around New 
Zealand also involved in Catholic marriage education.  For 
more information, please visit www.chchcatholic.nz/mtw.

Final Apparition at Fatima Remembered

here in my honour. I want you to continue 
saying the Rosary every day. The war will 
end soon and the soldiers will return to their 
homes.” “Will you tell me your name?” “I 
am the Lady of the Rosary” “I have many 
petitions from many people. Will you grant 
them?” “Some I will grant, and others I 
must deny. People must amend their lives 
and ask pardon for their sins. They must 

not offend Our Lord any more, for He is already too much 
offended!” “And is that all you have to ask?” “There is nothing 
more.” 

After Our Lady had disappeared into the immense distance 
of the firmament, we beheld St Joseph with the Child Jesus 
and Our Lady robed in white with a blue mantle, beside the 
sun. St Joseph and the Child Jesus seemed to bless the world, 
for they traced the Sign of the Cross with their hands. When a 
little later, this apparition disappeared, I saw Our Lord and Our 
Lady; it seemed to me it was Our Lady of Sorrows (Dolours). 
Our Lord appeared to bless the world in the same manner as St 
Joseph had done. This apparition also vanished and I saw Our 
Lady once more, this time resembling Our Lady of Carmel.
- Memoirs of Lucia

Fr Rick Loughnan celebrating Holy Mass at St 
Mary’s Pro-Cathedral as part of An Evening of 
Reparation to mark the centennial of the final 
public apparitions of Fatima.
Left: A Statue of Our Lady of Fatima.
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“A Current of Grace”
A Phrase of Pope Francis

The catch phrase “A Current of 
Grace” was used as the theme for the 
National Catholic Charismatic Renewal 
(CCR) Conference held in October in 
Palmerston North. This event brought 
the 50th jubilee celebrations of the 
Charismatic Renewal to a close. All 
those involved in prayer groups and 
national ministries came together from 
all parts of Aotearoa New Zealand. It 
was an opportunity to celebrate all the 
graces of the past 50 years, share the 
vision for the future, and pray for a fresh 
outpouring of the Holy Spirit in our day.

The Renewal is now marked by its 
multi-cultural diversity. It is headed 
by a new wave of zeal and enthusiasm 
led by the youth. They actively exercise 
the charismatic gifts of the Holy Spirit 
through their involvement in main 
stream ministries, conferences and 

Twelve Years in the 
Service of Life

In November, a Mass of Thanksgiving 
was held to commemorate the 12th 
anniversary of the John Paul II Centre 
for Life. During the Mass, two new 
staff members were commissioned for 
the Pregnancy Centre. Carly Mulqueen 
and Jay Reforial will replace long-
serving team members, Sandra Martin 
and Carmel Malone. The latter were 
honoured after Mass at a Thanksgiving 
Supper. They have been the friendly 
faces welcoming people at the Centre 
for the past eleven years: helping 
women with troubled pregnancies, 
sharing their grief at the loss of their 
babies, assisting them with practical 
needs and teaching the Billings method 
of Natural Family Planning. The JPII 
Team and Trustees were all heartened 
by the warmth and care shown by the 
host of supporters who joined us for the 
evening. This mission in the service of 
life is dependent on the self-sacrificing 
generosity of our staff and of all those 
who support us with their prayer, 
wisdom, donations, voluntary help and 
the hidden gift of their suffering. For all 
this, we give thanks to the Lord and we 
face the future with confidence, trusting 
in His providence.
Maria Schmetzer
Director

Right to Life is continuing to seek 
support for its national petition to 
Parliament to oppose any legislation 
that seeks to decriminalise abortion. 
This very successful petition with 15,254 
signatures has received considerable 
support from the laity in Catholic 
parishes throughout New Zealand. Right 
to Life is grateful for the enthusiastic 
support of the Legion of Mary who 
have been the driving force behind this 
important petition. It was the intention 
of Right to Life to have the petition 
presented to Parliament in October. 
However Parliamentary Services have 
ruled that the wording of the petition 
precludes it being presented until a 
bill seeking the decriminalisation of 
abortion is actually before Parliament. 
It is now our intention to withhold the 
petition until a bill is in Parliament. The 
decriminalisation of abortion has the 

Pistang Pilipino Sa 
Christchurch 2017

Annual National Reunion of Filipinos in 
Aotearoa New Zealand.

Fr Rick Loughnan welcomes participants 
to the 50th Anniversary weekend in 
February 2017.

mission in the Church.
On the first Friday of each month 

(except January), the Ch-ch CCR invites 
everyone seeking personal renewal 
to come together for the celebration 
of Mass at Christ the King Church, 
Burnside. There the gifts of the Holy 
Spirit are freely expressed at the very 
centre of our Catholic faith. Mass is 
followed by supper in the parish centre 
so further support can be extended. For 
more about CCR and any upcoming 
events, go to the national website: www.
ccrnz.org or email: catholic.ccr.chch@
gmail.com
Rosalie Matthews, Administrator
Diocesan Service Group
for CCR, Christchurch

Right To Life Petition To Parliament
support of both Labour and the Greens.

Those wishing to support this petition 
are encouraged to download the petition 
on www.righttolife.org.nz. 
Chris O’Brien
Right to Life New Zealand

Fr Chris Orr, our JPII Chaplain, praying for 
Carmel Malone (left) and Sandra Martin (right) 
who are both leaving the Team after many 
years of service.

Sandra with new Pregnancy Centre staff 
members Carly Mulqueen (middle) and Jay 
Reforial (right).
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In June, fifty people with and without 
intellectual disability from Faith & 
Light communities throughout New 
Zealand gathered at Blue Skies Camp 
near Kaiapoi. We came together to 

Marralomeda New 
Community Leader

Karen Rickerby has been appointed 
Community Leader of Marralomeda. 
She brings her experience as Interim 
Community Leader to her new role. 
Karen is deeply committed to the 
Philosophy of Marralomeda and has a 
long standing link with the community 
through her mother, Patricia Rickerby 
who worked in the Activity Centre for 
many years.

Karen describes her decision to work 
in the disability sector as a calling. 
Marralomeda is blessed to have Karen’s 
leadership at this time as the new policy 
directions of “Enabling Good Lives” 
unfold.
Sr Kathleen Rushton RSM
Chairperson

The New St James
On the Feast of Christ the King, St 
James Primary School in Aranui had 
its official re-opening and blessing. For 
some time, the school had been at the old 
Aranui Primary School site while new 
class rooms were built at St James. Our 
Diocesan General Manager Andy Doherty 
is a proud past student of St James. “It 
was a really good event,” said Mr Doherty. 
“It was well attended by the community 
and had a great feeling to it. When you 
look at what we are trying to achieve in 
our schools and parishes, here was a great 
example to work from.” He went on to 
say, “The parents were all in great form 
and the kids really were special. I have 
seen the kids in action a few times now 
with their singing and it was great seeing 
them participate in the Mass and perform 
at the opening.”

“We still have plenty to work on and 
many areas to improve in but yesterday 
was just one of those days to enjoy, some 
great work by all,” Mr Doherty concluded.

Newly appointed Community Leader of 
Marralomeda Karen Rickerby.

Stories Jesus Told: Faith & Light Retreat
deepen our relationship with Jesus 
through exploring the parables. Each 
person who attended had a companion 
and in groups of 6, took one of Jesus’ 
stories and prayed with that parable 
throughout the weekend in a variety 
of ways through a simplified form of 
Lectio Divina. We reflected on questions 
which helped to bring the lessons of 
the parable into personal life, held 
creative activities related to the parable, 
presented the parable to the rest of the 
group, and contributed to an ecumenical 
prayer service on the Sunday morning.

There were times of profound sharing, 
great hilarity, quiet prayerfulness, 
singing and dancing, eating, drinking, 
praying and moments of beautiful 
insight. Over the weekend some special 
friendships were formed and we parted 
with promises to keep in touch and to 
pray for each other.
Anne-Marie Pike, Faith and Light

Cutting the ribbon at the official  
re-opening of St James Primary School 
in Aranui.
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Pope Francis Blesses School 
Centennial
The Pope has officially offered his blessing for Villa Maria 
College’s 100th birthday. The Papal Blessing is thought to be 
a first for the College in its 100 year history. The certificate 
carrying the Pope’s words of blessing is a significant 
and treasured artefact, arriving ahead of the Centennial 
celebrations early next year. Villa Maria College will have 
graced its home on Peer Street for a century in February 
2018.

The Villa Maria College Centennial weekend takes place 
on 16-18 February 2018. Centennial details can be found 
at www.villamaria100.co.nz or contact Mrs Keri Crompton, 
Centennial Manager, Villa Maria College.

Catholic Social Teaching  
in Action

A Samoan Immersion Experience
In the October school holidays, a group of students from 
Catholic Cathedral College (CCC) travelled to Apia for a 
Samoan Immersion Experience. Its purpose; to produce young 
people who are aware of the needs of others, have a sense of 
social justice, respect for the environment, and are willing to 
give service. Through their connections to the Marist Brothers, 
Catholic Cathedral College has developed a relationship with 
St Joseph’s College in Apia. The teachers who accompany 
the students work alongside the teachers at St Joseph’s and 
Catholic Cathedral College contributes resources, professional 
development, and staffing. The students also assist in the 
College with the reading programme and work as aides to the 
teachers.

“Our students are billeted with the local families and live 
in their homes in the village for the week,” explained CCC 
Principal, Tony Shaw. “This is always a special experience 
for our students who may not have visited Samoa before. 
Getting acclimatised to the heat and the different food can be 
a challenge. We also experienced the annual ‘White Sunday’ 
tradition which was very special. The students enjoyed all 
their new experiences and return with a deeper appreciation of 
what we have, and an awareness of how we can share our gifts 
with others,” said Mr Shaw.

Making Sacred Spaces
Marian College’s Outdoor Chapel

A “spiritual gap-filler” is how Marian College students 
describe their Outdoor Chapel. Situated close to the Cathedral 
of the Blessed Sacrament, the chapel is a sheltered private 
gathering space comprising native planting, biblical herb 
garden and a rose arch framing a wooden cross. It is used for 
prayers, reflection and as a meeting place for students.

Marian College students have enjoyed watching the Outdoor 
Chapel grow and become established. Year 9 student Danielle 
McKenzie observed “It’s very peaceful and tranquil. It’s a nice 
place to come when you’ve had a really busy day,” she added.

The idea for a sacred outdoor space was first conceived by 
students in early 2016. Planning, team work across all year 
groups, fundraising, patience, and dedication has brought the 
sacred space to life.

Since the earthquakes, the school has operated without 
a permanent chapel, and has done an exceptional job of 
managing without. Having utilised the outdoor chapel on 
retreat at Wainui, the students have experienced the benefits 
of worship and reflection in the great outdoors.

Marian college Pastoral Chaplain, Ms Antje Duda, stated 
that “The students knew the project wouldn’t be a quick fix 
and they would need to be patient and wait for the plants to 
grow, and for the chapel to become established. But they have 
worked hard, worked together and used their initiative to 
make it happen.”

Marian College’s Outdoor Chapel. (L-R) Amy 
Williamson, Malaika Sequeira, Sarah Gunstone, 
Gabriella Ogg and Danielle McKenzie.

Sophie Hunter (Year 7), 
Deborah Brosnahan 
(Principal) and Jade 
Tonkin (Year 8) with the 
Papal Blessing to mark 
Villa Maria College’s 
Centennial.
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Children at the school tent set up by an aid agency.

Schools

“Their going looked like a disaster,
their leaving us, like annihilation;

but they are in peace.”
(From the Book of Wisdom)

All Souls day is a 
special time at John 
Paul II High School 
in Greymouth. Each 
year we gather as a 
community to pray 
for the dead. In our 
school, that means 
spending time in 
reflection on the 
lives of students 
who have died while 
attending JPII or 
have recently left. 
We also remember staff and chaplains who have died. It has 
also become a tradition to plant a rose in our Memorial Rose 
Garden for someone who has died during the year.

Our Memorial Rose Garden was established in 1996 when 
two of our students, Catherine Fauth and David Kersten, died 
in a car accident just outside of Springfield. Their class-mates 
wanted a lasting reminder of them in the school. Harold 
Leask, Deputy Principal at the time, told them they also 
needed to plant a rose for other students who had died. And 
so, it began. Little did we know that in 2015, a rose would 
be planted for Harold Leask himself. Some years, it has been 
Ash Wednesday for the rose planting and on other years, we 
haven’t had to plant one. In 2014 we planted three.

 Earlier this year, Rory Hayward was killed in a work 
accident. He had just begun his apprenticeship and was loving 
being a builder. He was a hard case and had lots of friends 
throughout the school, so he left a lasting impression. So, on 
All Souls day, we gathered together with his parents, friends 
and class-mates and planted his rose and blessed his picture 
which now hangs along with all the others in the school foyer.

 Our rose garden has two seats dedicated to two special 
men, Harold Leask and Monsignor Gerry O’Connor. They both 
knew the benefit of meditation and quiet reflection, so now 
our students and families have a place to sit and pray and give 
thanks for the lives of special members of our school.
Janet Webster
Director of Religious Studies
John Paul II High School

Encountering God’s Creation
Aoraki Mount Cook

This year for our school camp, we at St Patrick’s Waimate went 
to Aoraki Mount Cook. We stayed at Glentanner camping 
ground, which was a four star holiday park, with a fantastic 
view of Aoraki Mount Cook, braided rivers, and Lake Pukaki.

The best part about camp for the year 6-8 students was 
going on the jet boats and looking at the Tasman Glacier, the 
largest in New Zealand. It is 2km wide and flows downhill for 
17km until it comes up against the Mount Cook range. We had 
a real cool guide who was Irish. He made us stick our hands in 
the water for 10 seconds to show us how cold the water was. 
We saw three icebergs and got to eat some of the ice.

We spent some time with Andrew Oliver who is the 
education officer for DOC. He is awesome and very 
knowledgeable. He took us to look at the braided river and we 
had to try and spot native birds. We also set tracking tunnels 
at Governor’s Bush, and learnt about healthy streams. Andrew 
also talked to us about growing native bush areas to promote 
native birds’ and animals’ populations. As a school, we would 
like to plant an area of native forest.

On Tuesday night it rained and snowed. Unfortunately the 
snow did not settle at Glentanner. On Wednesday. in the cold 
weather, we did the very long and tiring Hooker Valley walk. 
Lucky for us the view at the end was amazing. The lake had 
lots of little icebergs. Unfortunately we could not see Aoraki 
Mount Cook because it was too cloudy.

We had a visit to the Mount Cook school. They have 17 
students enrolled, and we had a great game of basketball with 
them. They have lots of different cultures, which were Sherpa, 
Japanese, Fijian, Chinese, and Kiwi.

We really loved the food that we had at Glentanner and are 
very grateful that Mrs Shea and Mrs Stace were there to cook 
for us. Thank you to all the parents and staff that drove cars 
and helped out.

All in all, a fantastic time.
Bethany Oudemans
Year 6, St Patrick’s School, Waimate

Students in the process of completing the ‘very long and tiring’ Hooker 
Valley walk.

The lake view at the end 
of the Hooker Valley walk.

Students attend the blessing of the 
portraits of those who have died 
while attending the school or soon 
after leaving.

The planting of a rose in 
memory of Rory Hayward.



16 INFORM DECEMBER 2017

Sacred Music

On Show in Sydney
Along with singing at the choral High Mass in St Mary’s Pro-
Cathedral every Sunday, our Cathedral Choir and Orchestra 
represents our diocese as it travels in New Zealand and 
beyond. Show Weekend saw twelve choristers and six string 
players cross the Tasman to Sydney. They presented a well-
attended recital and then sang at the regular Saturday Midday 
Mass in St Patrick’s Church Hill. This is an historic church in 
the Rocks district and is a community run by the Society of 
Mary. Sunday morning saw the singers and players enjoy an 
atmospheric boat ride up the river from Circular Quay to the 
new Parramatta Cathedral of St Patrick. The choir joined with 
their Cathedral Choral Scholars in a high Mass celebrated in 
style by their bishop, Most Rev Vincent Long Van Nguyen, 
originally from Vietnam. Their hospitality included a Chinese 
banquet where many compliments were paid. Some choristers 
also attended Vespers and Benediction beautifully sung to 
European standards in St Mary’s Cathedral where the Director 
of Music is Thomas Wilson, originally from Hamilton and 
who, for a time, directed the choir of Sacred Heart Cathedral, 
Wellington. Christchurch Diocese was well represented and its 
music very much appreciated.

Michael McConnell,  
Rest in Peace
It was with great sadness that I learned of the recent death 
of Michael McConnell, a faithful custodian of our Catholic 
musical heritage.

From his earliest influences, as altar boy and chorister in 
his suburban Dunedin Parish, to his time in the seminaries of 
Christchurch and Mosgiel, Michael was captivated by the rich 
traditions of our Church. The distinguished Jesuit Fr Bernard 
O’Brien and Professor Vernon Griffiths were early models and 
influences, and led him to St Joseph’s Cathedral as singer, 
organist and ultimately choirmaster, a post he held even after 
retirement as Senior Master at Kavanagh College, where he 
had taught History, Latin and English.

For the cathedral choir, he composed numerous psalms and 
responses, and edited, arranged and enthusiastically promoted 
much contemporary composition. He was awarded the Papal 
Benemerenti Medal, and became an Associate of the Royal 
School of Church Music. Recent Sunday mornings found him 
leading Gregorian Chant at the Cathedral Chapel from his 
well-thumbed Liber Usualis, surrounded by a faithful small 
group.

Michael cared for beauty in visual art as in music. 
Eschewing liturgical “improvements”, he saved the 
magnificent cathedral altar from destruction, and moved it to 
the Dunedin Museum until it could eventually return to its 
home. He arranged for the cathedral towers to be crowned by 
their original finials. Similarly, he achieved a greatly enlarged 
and improved cathedral organ, and ensured its casework 
was suitably decorative. He enjoyed conversation, often 
challenging, with a wide circle of acquaintances and musical 
admirers from around the world.

Michael is remembered with great affection for his 
endearing personality, and with respect for his lifetime of 
service to the Church.
Don Whelan, Musical Director
Cathedral of the Blessed Sacrament

The Cathedral Choir 
and Orchestra sang 
at Saturday Midday 
Mass in St Patrick’s 
Church Hill, then joined 
the Cathedral Choral 
Scholars of the new 
Parramatta Cathedral of 
St Patrick to celebrate 
High Mass in style.

Pictures taken during and 
after Michael McConnell’s 
Requiem Mass at St 
Joseph’s Cathedral, 
Dunedin.
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The recently composed hymn “Sing 
of the Lord’s Goodness” was the 
final shout of joy at Jubilate 2017, a 
Catholic music festival held at St Mary’s 
Pro-Cathedral, Christchurch, in mid-
November. The heart-felt joy of this song 
summed up an hour of singing, readings 
and prayers themed around the Feast 
of Christ the King. Nearly 400 young 
voices from 18 Catholic primary schools 
travelled up from Ashburton, down 
from Rangiora and Kaiapoi and across 
from Greymouth to join in song. Ken 
Joblin is Sacred Music Advisor for the 
Christchurch Diocese, and visited these 
schools in the months leading up to 
Jubilate to meet the young singers and 
prepare the repertoire.

“Jubilate began with the National 
Anthem” explained Mr Joblin “as it 
is important for children to sing it 
confidently in both Maori and English. 
It is also worth remembering that the 
words were written by Dunedin Catholic 
convert Thomas Bracken so we should 
claim it as a Catholic hymn. Along with 
English hymns, we sang Ka Waiata by 
Richard Puanaki, Immaculate Mother 
(The Lourdes Hymn) in four languages 
(English, Maori, Samoan and Filipino) 
and a Latin refrain, reflecting both the 
local and the universal Church.” Mr 
Joblin went on to explain that “It is 
important for children to know and love 
classical hymnody as that is the music 
they will take right through their lives. 
We need to reduce the sugar in the 
sacred music diet and ensure there is 
good nourishment on the plate.” 

David O’Neill is principal of St Mary’s 
School, adjacent to the Pro-Cathedral. 

He and his students hosted Jubilate 
as tangata whenua. As St Mary’s 
Pro-Cathedral is their wahi tapu, his 
students led us in readings and prayers 
and their Special Choir sang the Ave 
Verum in a Gregorian chant setting 
along with the more familiar setting by 
Mozart. “This really demonstrates that 
children are capable of singing music 
of quality and depth and that alongside 
the Maori world, the Catholic world 
needs to really know its own tradition 
in music,” commented Mr Joblin. “We 
also ensured that choir directors from 
our catholic colleges conducted our 
singers so that they will be familiar 
faces as children move from primary to 
secondary school and seek to involve 
themselves in school choirs.”

Diocesan Administrator Fr Rick 
Loughnan concluded the event by 
weaving the need for beauty in our 

Capacity Audience 
Receives a Choral Treat
St Patrick’s Basilica, Waimate
The New Zealand Male Choir performed a 
range of repertoire in the spectacular setting 
and flawless acoustic of our Basilica. An 
elegant Filipino choir entertained and a solo 
item by Sam Gutierrez was particularly 
outstanding. The items performed by the 
St Patrick’s School choir were met with 
rapturous applause. Their singing and poise 
installed them “Darlings of the House”.
John Foley, Waimate

sacred music around the eternal beauty 
of Christ, the King of our hearts. 
Christchurch Diocesan General Manager 
Andy Doherty observed afterwards that 
“It really is one of the highlights of the 
year for me personally.”

This is the second year Jubilate has 
brought children together in sacred 
song. Some of those involved declared 
it to be even better than last year. It 
certainly flowed smoothly. All left with 
the final words of “Sing of the Lord’s 
goodness” ringing in their ears: “Ring 
out the Lord’s glory, praise him with 
your music, worship him and bless his 
name.”
Caitlin Godfrey,  
Editorial Team.

“Sing of the Lord’s Goodness”

“The Darlings of the House” 

Jubilate 2017

Near 400 students from 18 Catholic primary schools 
conducted by Villa Maria College Choir Director 
Naomi Hnat.
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On the weekend of 14-15 October, Vincentians from 
around the world and throughout New Zealand gathered 
in Christchurch for a weekend of anniversary celebrations. 
This year the Society of St Vincent de Paul in New Zealand 
celebrates 150 years since it was first established in this 
country. The first conference was formed in Christchurch 
in 1867 and the society has flourished in Catholic parishes 
throughout New Zealand ever since. Today the society has 
around 6,000 New Zealand members, including associates and 
volunteers with 135 conferences (or branches).

Centred at the Commodore Hotel, the celebrations began 
on Saturday morning with a beautiful welcoming powhiri 
performed by students from Catholic Cathedral College to 
the gathering of 200 Vincentians and associates. A range of 
speakers followed with a keynote address by Fr Jim Consedine, 
“Honouring Frederic Ozanam-Expanding the Vision.” He 
recalled Ozanam’s words: “’the poor person is a unique person 
of God’s fashioning with an inalienable right to respect. You 
must not be content with tiding the poor ones over the poverty 
crisis. You must study their conditions and the injustices 
which brought about such poverty with the aim of long term 
improvement.” This stimulating address set the scene for a 
morning of inspiring speakers covering the themes of the past, 
present and future representations of the work of the Society.

 The afternoon included a city tour marking both the 
quake damage and the progress of the rebuild. An extended 
time was spent at the site of the damaged Cathedral of the 
Blessed Sacrament hosted by Fr Chris Friel. His commentary 
spanned the history, the earthquake, and current situation of 
our Cathedral. The tour finished with a visit to our recently 
rebuilt Stanmore Road Vinnie shop for afternoon tea, 
and a presentation by Vincentian Tim O’Sullivan on “The 
Christchurch Earthquake, what we were faced with and how 
we responded.” Mr O’Sullivan also spoke about his book on 
the early history of the Society of St Vincent de Paul in New 
Zealand. A Gala dinner was enjoyed on the Saturday evening 
which featured a performance from our talented Auckland 
Young Vinnie group.
 Our celebration culminated with Mass at St Mary’s Pro-
Cathedral, presided over by the Apostolic Nuncio, Archbishop 
Martin Krebs and concelebrated by Bishops Charles Drennan, 
Owen Dolan, Basil Meeking and Fr Rick Loughnan. Seating 
was at capacity. The Cathedral Choir drew on our treasury 

New Little Company of Mary 
Coordinator Visits Christchurch

Suzanne Sherry recently visited Little Company of Mary 
(LCM) Sisters in Christchurch and attended Mass at the 
Mary Potter Community Centre for members of the Greater 
Company of Mary (GCM). The GCM Associates and Affiliates 
was commenced by LCM founder, the Venerable Mary Potter. 
Members make a commitment to pray daily for the suffering 
and dying of the world. In doing so they join the LCM Sisters’ 
Prayer Ministry and aim to live in the company of Mary, the 
Mother of Jesus.

Back: Sr Helen Barry, Front: Srs Marita Breen, Raye Boyle, 
Justina Comeskey, Kathleen Kilpatrick, Suzanne Sherry, 
Catherine Morrison, Helena Kearns.

Society of St Vincent de Paul 
Turns 150

of sacred music by offering Palestrina’s Missa Aeterna 
Christi Munera. No Catholic celebration could be complete 
without the obligatory ‘cuppa’ and the cutting of our 150th 
Anniversary Cake. The Auckland Young Vinnies farewelled 
us with a stirring Haka and Waiata to complete a beautiful 
weekend commemorating these first 150 years of Vincention 
service in Aotearoa New Zealand.
Mike Daly, Society of St Vincent de Paul

To mark its 150th Anniversary in New Zealand, the Society has published “The Early History 
of the Society of St Vincent de Paul in New Zealand, 1867-1925”. The book by long time 
Vincentian Tim O’Sullivan chronicles the struggles of the society to put into practice Christian 
charity in order to serve the poor of colonial New Zealand. Much of the history of the Society in 
Christchurch has been forgotten until now. This book will interest all those enthusiastic about 
our local Catholic heritage. Copies are available from the Catholic Shop adjacent to St Mary’s 
Pro-Cathedral Manchester Street or the Society of St Vincent de Paul, 265 Stanmore Road, email 
admin@svdpchch.co.nz.

Above: Students from 
Catholic Cathedral College 
perform a welcoming 
Powhiri to begin the 
celebrations.
Right: Vincentian Tim 
O’Sullivan, author of “The 
Early History of the Society 
of St Vincent de Paul in 
New Zealand”.
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Fourvière
A good number turned out for the 
blessing of the new house of the 
Beatitudes Community on 15 October. 
Fr Rick Loughnan was the principal 
celebrant at the concelebrated Mass, 
which was followed by a procession from 
the chapel to the new house and blessing 
of the new buildings. The Community 
is now able to offer retreats and days 
of recollection for a bigger number in 
the buildings vacated on the adjacent 
property, named the Fourvière House of 
Prayer and Retreat. See website for more 
information: fourviere.nz
Sr Clare of Assisi
Beatitudes Community

A Special 
Timaruvian  

Bi-Centenary
The bi-centenary of the foundation of 
the Marist Brothers by St Marcellin 
Champagnat was celebrated in Timaru 
towards the end of September. The 
Brothers arrived in Timaru during 1892 
to staff a School. They lived and worked 
in Timaru for 100 years. The Brothers 
had a close connection with the parishes 
of South Canterbury particularly with 
the purchase of Claremont, their 
Novitiate to the west of Timaru in 1932. 
They initially left Timaru in 1957 for a 
short period before returning in 1962 
to once again staff Marist School. They 
concluded their work at the School in 
the mid-1980s.

 The weekend celebrations commenced 
with a visit to the Brothers’ graves at the 
Temuka cemetery. A visit was also made 
to the former novitiate at Claremont. 
On the Sunday a Commemoration Mass 
was offered at Sacred Heart Basilica 
for which students from Sacred Heart 
School provided the music. The weekend 
concluded with a luncheon at a local 
restaurant. Six Brothers were able to join 
the Holy Family Parish in celebrating 
this significant anniversary.

Samoan Catholic 
Youth Gather at 

Carmel
With the upcoming Synod on youth 
to take place in Rome next October, we 
decided to do something different at our 
annual Carmel Samoan Mass. Normally 
we would invite one Samoan parish 
community to sing at this Mass. This 
year we invited all our Samoan Catholic 
Youth from the different parishes. Our 
Monastery chapel was packed with 
4 youth choirs from St Mary’s Pro-
Cathedral, St Bernadette’s Hornby, St 
Anne’s Woolston and St James’ Aranui. 
Many others joined us.

Fr Paulo Filoialii was the celebrant 
and emphasised the importance of faith 
along with good action. Preaching on 
the Sunday Gospel on the wise and 
foolish virgins, Fr challenged the Youth 
that we need the oil, the good action of 
love, prayer and self-sacrifice, generosity, 
patience, kindness etc to light the lamps 
of our faith. Fr Paulo encouraged the 
youth to consider Our Lord’s invitation 
to daily Mass, to his wedding feast, the 
Eucharist. He acknowledged the vocations 
of the Samoan Sisters in the Carmelite 
Monastery as well as the Samoan Sisters 
of Nazareth who took part in the Mass. 
The sisters assured the Samoan Catholic 
Youth of their prayers for their families, 
examinations and intentions. Each 
youth group was identified by their 
colourful uniforms and there were lots 
of jokes and laughter too! The collection 
at Mass was gifted to the building of 
a new monastery for the Sisters of the 
Visitation, a contemplative order in 
Vailoa Palauli, Savaii. It was indeed an 
awesome celebration and we look forward 
to having them again.
Sr Marietta OCD435 Years in 

Consecrated Life
Nga Whaea Atawhai Sisters of 
Mercy gathered on 19 August for the 
celebration of the Jubilee of Profession 
of eight Sisters in the Otautahi 
Christchurch Region. They have served 
in this diocese and in the Diocese of 
Tonga. Their combined lives of love 
for our Lord and 
dedication to his 
people come to 435 
years, an average 
of 54.4 years each. 
We give thanks to 
the Lord for their 
generosity.

The Marist Brothers’ Bicentenary Mass was 
celebrated at Sacred Heart Basilica, with music 
provided by students of Sacred Heart School.

The buildings on the new property.

(L-R) Sisters Tui Cadigan (25 Years), Mary 
Catherwood (50 years), Lorraine Thomas (60 
Years), Theresa Scott (50 Years), Eileen Dwyer 
(60 Years), Judith Murphy (60 Years) and Enid 
Lagan (70 years)

Sr Mary Byrne (60 
years)
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Have you discovered our Catholic Shop?
For many years, our diocese had a 
Catholic Shop next to the Chancery Lane 
Chapel. In post-quake Christchurch, we 
are now located alongside St Mary’s Pro-
Cathedral in Manchester Street.

It is often hard for Catholics to 
think of appropriate gifts to mark the 
sacramental life of children and adults 
coming into the Church. While we are 
all used to sourcing things online, there 
is much to be said for coming into a 
shop and viewing purchases in person. 
It’s also good to talk over possibilities 
with a team who know their faith and 
their stock and who can make helpful 
suggestions. The Catholic Shop has 
good connections with great Catholic 

Catholic Resources and Gifts
suppliers and will seek to order anything 
needed which is not already on display. 
One of the biggest challenges is what to 
do to help children know their faith. The 
Catholic Shop can help you answer this 
question.

You may have friends who are reading 
their way into the faith. Again, their 
needs can be met by the staff of our 
Catholic Shop.

The Catholic Shop at 373 Manchester 
Street is a very good place to visit for 
inspiration. This shop is underpinned by 
the Christchurch Diocese and is there 
for your convenience. As Christmas 
approaches, a gift from the Catholic 
Shop would reflect the true reason for 
the Christmas Season.


