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A Warm Welcome to INFORM. 

It is a response to my request for further means of communication in our 
diocese. I hope it may provide some of the infonnation we need as 
intelligent and active members of the Church. 

We are people who live by the light of faith. By that light we recognise 
God's revelation in the life and teaching of Jesus and draw from it the 
meaning and purpose of our life. That faith will be the guide and standard 
of this modest publication. Its link with our Catholic Education Office 

should help ensure that. 

My warm thanks to all who are making this publication possible. I ask all 
parishes to have it reach as many Catholic homes as possible. 

May God bless you. 

Basil Meeking BISHOP OF CHRISTCHURCH 

Springtime is all round us, in freshness, surprise and new life. 

o THE CHURCH IN EASTERN

EUROPE has been released from a
seventy-year winter of persecution

into a tentative, unbelievable spring.
Easter was celebrated with tears of
joy by the old who remembered and

with astonishment by the young to

whom it was a legend.

A wonderful sign of this resurrec

tion was the Pope's meeting with over 

a million young people on the eve of 
the Assumption �t the shrine of Our 

Lady of Czestochowa in Poland. 

From every part of the world they 

converged on Jasna Gora, crowding 

the esplanade in front of the shrine 
and filling the broad avenue that runs 
to the centre of the town. Pilgrims 

from Warsaw alone stretched over a 
length of nine kilometres. 

"Together with all of you", the Pope 
said, "young people gathered from 
many countries and continents, I greet 
Jesus Christ, Son of God, the Father's 
Eternal Word. I bless His Virgin 

Mother. I greet you all, your mothers 

and fathers, your families, your youth 
associations and your homelands, your 

pastors and leaders." 
"From Rome in 1984, World 

Youth Day has moved to Buenos 

Aires, Compostela and now to Jasna 

Gora . . . Our Christian roots are in 
both West and East. You young 
people must take the great paths of 
history to every continent. You must 

become witnesses to Christ's beati

tudes, builders of a new civilization of 

love in every society. " 
The Cross, the Bible and the icon 

of the Blessed Virgin Mary formed 

the three symbols around which the 
prayer vigil turned. The Holy Father 
preached on three phrases from a 

Polish evening prayer: "I am near 
you, I remember you, I watch over 

you." 

"Much of what will be tomorrow 

depends on the commitment of the 

Christian generation of today... The 

tasks are immense but your hearts are 
intrepid, capable of hoping against 
hope. And you are not alori�: Christ 
is at your side. " 
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