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Letter from Bishop John

“I understand that 

love contained all 

vocations, that love 

was everything, that it 

embraced all time and 

all places, in a word 

that it is eternal.”

Dear Brothers and Sisters in the 
Diocesan Family,

Late in November 1887 a 14 year old 
French girl knelt before Pope Leo XIII, 
seized his knees and said:  “Holy Father, 
I have a great favour to ask of you.”  
She whispered her desire to become a 
Carmelite nun.  The Pope told her to do 
what her supervisor told her.  Her bishop 
was opposed.  Later the young girl said 
at that time “In the bottom of my heart 
I felt a great peace but bitterness fi lled 
my soul because Jesus was silent”.  Yet 
Thérèse did enter Carmel at Lisieux in 
April 1888.  However she was ten years 
away from death when she encountered 
the Pope whose successor, Pope Pius 
XI was to canonise her 38 years later 
in 1925.

(Incidentally a recent French fi lm on the 
life of St Thérèse of Lisieux featured 
Bishop Emeritus of Christchurch, Basil 
Meeking as Pope Leo XIII.)

The close knit family life of her 
family (the Martins) instilled in 
her an unshakeable belief in loveʼs 
omnipotence.  The unfl agging religious 
devotions in which the parents and four 
sisters (who all entered the Lisieux 
Carmel) all participated – daily Mass, 
praying the Rosary, regular confessions, 
fasting, keeping the Sunday observance 
– taught her the closeness 
of God and the fragile 
beauty of earthly things.

Pope John Paul II 
described her as a ʻliving 
icon  ̓ of God.  A tidal 
wave of popular support 
expressed in the sales of 
her autobiography, “Story 
of a Soul”, which has reached millions 
of hands in sixty different languages 
and in the vast clouds that venerated 
the saintʼs relics during their recent 
pilgrimages around the world.  In 
September and October it will be our 
turn in New Zealand to venerate the 
relics of the Little Flower.

Her most precious undertaking remained 
the salvation of souls through prayer.  
“I understand that love contained all 
vocations, that love was everything, 

that it embraced all time and all places, 
in a word that it is eternal.”

How could she, who lived her short 
life in the obscurity of Lisieux and its 
enclosed contemplative Carmel, have 
been declared by the Church ʻpatroness 
of the missions and a doctor of the 
Churchʼ?  Shrines to the saint sprang up 
from Alaska to Fiji.  Her autobiography 
found its way into millions of homes 
entrancing Protestants, Hindus, 
Buddhists and Muslims, as well as 
Catholics.

In 1997 John Paul declared 
her a doctor of the Church, 
only the third woman 
(after Teresa of Avila 
and Catherine of Sienna) 
– thirty-third saint to be 
so honoured.  All doctors 
satisfy the three defi ning 
criteria of outstanding 

holiness, eminence of doctrine and an 
offi cial proclamation by pope of general 
church council.

She lived with complete fi delity as a 
contemplative and a celibate, the most 
ancient disciplines and devotions of 
Christian life as astonishing fruitful 
movements of the Holy Spirit.  She 
provides hope for the future.

Please write in your diaries and 
calendars details of the pilgrimage in 

our diocese of this remarkable saintʼs 
relics.  The relics arrive at our Cathedral 
in Christchurch at 6.30pm on Saturday 
1 October, feast of St Thérèse of 
Lisieux and remain throughout Sunday 
2 October.

Monday 3 October the relics will be at 
the Carmelite Monastery, 52 Halswell 
Road departing on Tuesday 4 October 
to be at Holy Name Church, Ashburton 
at midday and the Sacred Heart Basilica 
in mid afternoon, departing for Oamaru 
on Wednesday 5 October at 10.00am.

On Saturday 8 October the relics will 
come north again from Dunedin Diocese 
arriving in Waimate at 12.30pm and in 
late afternoon at St Teresaʼs, Riccarton 
to remain overnight.

Departure for Darfi eld on Sunday 
(arrival noon) before journeying to 
Greymouth for Sunday afternoon.  
Departure for Reefton at 10.00am on 
Monday 14 October.

Perhaps Oscar Wilde who died just three 
years after Thérèse was one of the fi rst 
fruits of her resolve “to spend heaven 
doing good on earth”, his last minute 
submission to Christ a realisation that 
Christianity must rule both culture and 
souls.

Every best wish,
Sincerely,

John Cunneen

Bishop of Christchurch
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I am a Catholic for two reasons: 
the fi rst is defi nitely love.  I belong to 
the Church to be loved – by Jesus, by 
friends, by the elderly who often sell 
raffl e tickets in the foyer after Mass.  
This love is not superfi cial, itʼs not a 
gimmick, and itʼs not easy.  It takes 
time to learn, and were it not for this 
experience of receiving love from a 
community, I would not know how to 
give love back.
My second reason for sticking with the 
Catholic Church is the moral guidance 
which the Church offers.  In a changing, 
relative world, Catholic teaching is 
immune to popular culture and personal 
preference.  The truth is what matters.  
Without this anchor, issues as diverse 
as civil unions, free trade, and abortion 
and petrol tax threaten to defi ne me 
before I defi ne my positions toward 
them.  Without the Church as a reference 
point I risk becoming as changeable as 
the political agenda in election year, as 
contradictory as the world I live in.

Ciaren is a twenty year young man who 
did his secondary study at Burnside 
High School where he was head boy in 
2002. He is now doing Engineering at 
Canterbury University where he is in 
his third year.

The Catholic Diocese of Christchurch 
received a commendation for the 
Best Annual Report in the Volunteer 
Sector of the Institute of New Zealand 
Chartered Accountants Annual Report 
Award.
The Annual Report Awards is a 
prestigious event which recognises and 
honours those organisations that have 
achieved excellence in annual reporting 
and presenting a true and fair account 
of the yearʼs activities.  
Mr. Paddy Beban, Diocesan Financial 
Administrator, received the Award at a 
function held in Christchurch and said 
he was very proud to accept the Award 
on behalf of the Catholic Diocese 
of Christchurch and said he wished 
to thank the many involved in the 
production of the 2004 Annual Report.

Why am I still a 
Catholic?    
Ciaren Moore 

A New Bishop.    
Many are asking just how is a new 

bishop is selected and appointed?

The short answer is that the Pope 
appoints every new bishop in the 
Catholic Church.  By his authority as 
head of the Church he makes the fi nal 
selection and appointment.  However 
the Canon Law of our Church lays down 
the procedure that can be followed so 
that he can receive some assistance.
Every three years the Episcopal 
Conference of NZ by common 
agreement puts forward a list of names, 
in secret to the Apostolic Nuncio who 
sends these names in to Rome.  The 
Nuncio also receives suggestions 
from the local bishops individually, 
especially the bishop of the diocese in 
which the vacancy has occurred.  The 
local bishop should put in at least three 
names of priests he considers worthy.  
The Nuncio also hears the suggestions 
of some of the members of the Bishopʼs 
consultors.  If he thinks it is expedient 
he can also get opinions of other clerics, 
both diocesan and religious, and lay 
persons of outstanding wisdom.  This 
consultation is all to be in the strictest 
confi dence.  Finally these names 
are forwarded to what is called the 
Apostolic See in Rome, where they 
would probably research the C.V. of 
those names and eventually give the 
results of their fi ndings to the Pope to 
make the appointment.

Catholic Social Services   

are   On the move!
Thank you all for your caring response 
to our winter appeal and newsletter. 
We need your help. By the time you 
read this we will be in our 336 Cashel 
St. premises or on the way, shifting. 
We partly owe this to you and your 
support. 
I am again testing your generosity 
by asking anyone who can donate 
offi ce equipment or offi ce furniture 
to contact Jon on 379 0012. Our 
old fridge, some of our computers, 
video equipment, desks and chairs 
are long overdue to be retired and it 
would be just wonderful to have some 
quality items to start with in the new 
building. 
Thank you. Keep us in your prayers.  
We are here to help those in need.
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Diamond Jubilee of Priesthood.            
Fr. Kevin OʼSullivan  (D.K.) rejoiced with 
the Lord and his many friends when he 
celebrated his 60 years of priesthood in June 
of this year.
Among the highlights of these celebrations 
was a special Mass at Christ the King 
church where he was joined by a number of 
priests, friends and the people of the parish.  
Among his friends was the Mayor of the 
City of Christchurch.  Later the occasion 
was honoured by all the priests of the diocese with Mass and a special meal and later again 
he was in good health to return to family in his native Ireland for the special Irish way of 
rejoicing.
Thank you Fr. Kevin.   In the time honoured way we say ʻAd Multos Annosʼ. 

Monsignor OʼGorman, Fr. Finian Conway 
and Fr. Leo OʼConnor are now offi cially 
retired and live in the diocesan priests  ̓
retirement units situated in the grounds of 
Nazareth House.  These men have served 
the Lord and the Church for well over 
150 years in total and have reached the 
age for retirement.  However they have 
all made themselves available to assist 
in parishes on weekends and on other 
occasions when needed. This offer is 
regularly taken up by priests around the 
diocese and many would have benefi ted 
from the experience they bring to a parish 
in need.
They will be remembered by many 
people throughout the diocese where they 
served so faithfully for so long.  Perhaps 
those who will remember them most will 
be the parishes where they last were the 
parish priests, Fr. OʼConnor in Rangiora 
and Oxford, Fr. Conway in Halswell and 
Monsignor OʼGorman in Bryndwr.
We should not forget them in their 
retirement.  So many of us have much to 
be grateful for because of their faith.

18th November 2005 at 
Riccarton Park Function Centre.
Pre Dinner drinks in Nightmarch Rm. 6.15pm, 
Dinner in Balmerino Room 7.00pm.
Cost $38.00 per person. 
Cash Bar after 7.00pm.
Bookings to Cathedral Presbytery, 
P O Box 10069, Christchurch.
Phone 03 377 5610 - Fax 377 5650 or 
Email: catholic@caverock.net.nz  
NB - Plenty of parking as Function Centre 
is part of Riccarton Racecourse complex.

This is a great 3 hour long movie on video 
and DVD.  The life and journey of our much 
loved Pope JPII. It covers from early teens to 
his election as Pope.
An extraordinary and moving journey 
through fi fty years of history.
Pope Benedict XVI had a preview of this 
movie at the Vatican and was deeply moved.
Donʼt miss it.    
The Editor of Inform, Fr. Mike Doyle viewed 
this with a small group and all recommend it 
highly. 
(The introductory fi lm trailers would have 
been better left off the tape).  There are some 
violent war scenes early on.

Our Respected Senior Priests.    

A ‘Life Centre’ 
for Christchurch

This year, 2005, marks the 10th anniversary 
of Pope John Paul IIʼs letter to the world, 
Evangelium Vitae. In this he stresses the 
sanctity of life.  We want to respond to 
this important teaching.
Under the direction of Family Life 
International (FLI),  and with the assistance 
of the Little Company of Mary, a Life 
Centre is being established in Christchurch. 
It will be similar to FLI s̓ existing crisis 
pregnancy centre in Auckland (Bethlehem 
House) where counseling, accommodation 
and practical assistance are made available 
to women, both before and after the birth 
of their child. 
Can You Help?
Do you have a gift to offer? Aside from 
ongoing prayer and fi nancial support, 
volunteers are needed to answer phones 
and support the mothers. A training 
programme is planned for September/
October for women who can listen with an 
open heart and share the truth with love. 
If you feel called to help with this type of 
telephone/face to face counselling, please 
make contact with the local FLI Chapter 
leader, Maria. Ph 348-9221 

On Saturday 28 May 520 people gathered 
for the Cathedral of the Blessed Sacrament 
Centennial Ball held in Christchurch at the 
Convention Centre. The whole occasion 
was a major success.  A great night, lots 
of fun and good dancing. Our thanks to the 
organising committee and major sponsors 
for an unforgettable night.
 Photo: The Centennial Ball Organising 
Committee - Robin Corcoran, Donna 
Malone, Clare Corcoran, Catherine 
Butchard, Angela Woolstencroft, Nolene 
Sheehan, Karen Gregory, 
Fr Chris Friel.

Cathedral 
Centennial Ball
Cathedral 
Centennial Ball

Cathedral 
Centennial Dinner

It is about women reaching out to women.

At the end of May 2005, they had a 
wonderful Camp weekend.  It was a 
moving and rewarding experience for all 
who attended.
Please ask any women who belong to 
Dove for a fuller description of this 
event. 

Dove Fellowship.

Karol A Man Who Became Pope
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Quote Of Th e Month 

Ian and Suzanne Bell are delighted to have

Dominic Orr as the Catholic representative

of Bell, Lamb and Trotter Funeral Directors Limited, assisting them to 

provide a caring, professional service that is a unique and fi tting tribute, 

refl ecting your loved oneʼs life, personality, beliefs and culture.

Sockburn Parish Pilgrimage
On 2nd May 2006 about 32 from Our Lady 
of Victories Parish will leave Christchurch 
for Rome, Lourdes, Avila, Fatima, Dublin 
and London before returning home 22nd 
May. Father Kevin Burns will accompany 
the pilgrims as Chaplain and the tour leader 
is from within the parish.
There is room for a few more pilgrims from 
other parishes to indicate their early interest 
if they so wish.  The all up cost is estimated 
at less than $8,000 NZD.
Ancient Pathways
Fr Chris Friel will again be leading a tour 
in September 2006 to the places where St 
Paul travelled.  The tour will begin in Rome 
for a number of nights and will move down 
to the Island of Malta. From here we fl y to 
Greece and discover the region of the New 
Testament. The Islands of Patmos and Kos 
are days to relax before ferrying to Rhodes 
and on to Turkey for the fi nal four days of 
travel before the return home.
For a fuller synopsis of the tour please email 
Fr Chris at cristoforofriel@xtra.co.nz or 
contact Adrienne Gemmill at Harvey World 
Travel Cashmere. Phone 03 337 6380 or 
email adrienne.cashmere@harveyworld.co.nz

Friendship realised:
There comes a moment, which we 
can never quite latch onto, when an 
acquaintance becomes a friend.  In 
a sense, the change from one to the 
other has been taking place over a 
(long) period of time, but there comes 
a point when we know that we can 
trust the other, exchange confi dences, 
keep each others secrets.  
We are friends.
There has to be a moment like that in 
our relationship with God.  He ceases 
to be a Sunday acquaintance and 
becomes a weekday friend.

Cardinal Hume  

Prayer/Refl ection:

Friend  - My God
My God to me is not remote, 
He is close and warm,
and He is not a God who sits on high.
He s̓ walking close beside, 
indeed he is within.

I used to stand in awe of Him, 
so timid, so afraid to bend,
to reach out for His tender love.
Iʼm so glad that now He is my friend. 
Amen

Am I 
getting 
old...  

Christchurch Carmelite Sisters opened their chapel, their parlour, their hearts and their 
lives to the young people in June.  For the past four years the Sisters have invited the 
young people to celebrate Mass with them as they are unable to attend the diocesan 
and parish youth Masses due the nature of their vocation – cloistered nuns.  Over sixty 
people attended this year.  It was a fantastic celebration of the Eucharist with lots of 
music which included the rhythm of the drums.  It was Sister Mariettaʼs birthday and 
the singing of Happy Birthday by all was appreciated.  Afterwards many gathered in the 
parlour to chat with the Sisters.  Halswell CWL provided food for the occasion.
Thank you so much Sisters for opening your home to us.

There is nothing the matter with me, I am as 
healthy as can be.
I have arthritis in both knees and when I talk I 
talk with a wheeze.
My pulse is weak and my blood is thin, 
But I am awfully well for the shape that I am in.

Arch supports I have for my feet or I wouldn t̓ be 
able to be on the street.
Sleep is denied me night after night, but every 
morning I fi nd Iʼm alright.
My memory is failing and my head is in a spin,
But I am awfully well for the shape that I am in.

Old age is golden Iʼve heard it said, but 
sometimes I wonder as I get into bed,
With my ears in a draw, my teeth in a cup, my eyes 
on the table until I wake up.
Ere sleep comes over me I say to myself,
Is there anything else I could lay on the shelf.

The moral is this as this tale I unfold,
That for you and me who are growing old,
Its better to say, Iʼm fi ne with a grin,
Than to let folks know the shape I am in.

Overseas Tours                   
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ParishesParishes

Beckenham    

Kathleen Gallagher, a parishioner  and also 
a well known writer, was honoured by the 
Governor General on 10th November when 
she received the inaugural Sonja Davies 
Award, at Government House.  This was in 
recognition for using her skills to promote 
peace and justice in our society.  Recently 
a fi lm which she helped produce, ʻTau Te 
Mauri, Breath of Life, was screened in 
the city.  It depicted the life of  eight NZ 
campaigners for peace.  
This DVD/VHS is available from Wick 
Candle Film. PO Box 8390. Christchurch.

Waimate 
We are having a grand concert or recital 
with Dame Malvina Major and others.
The reason: Our much loved and admired 
church is in need of urgent restoration work 
to the tune of about $41,500.00. 
The concert/recital is a major fund raiser for 
this project.
Also performing will be ʻThe Edmund Rice 
Singers  ̓(St Kevins)
Fr. Nicholas Dillon  (Hobday Organ)
David McAtamaney  (Tenor)
Date is November 5th 2005.
For more information please ring 
Terry Cooney  (03) 689 2603
Mark Laming  (03) 689 9863.

St Patrick s̓ School, 
125th Jubilee. The celebration is this Labour 
Weekend,  21st October.  
Registration, General get together – Soiree.
Photos – combined with afternoon tea.
Saturday Evening: Formal function – Sit 
down meal.
Sunday: Memorial Mass at 11.00 am.
Followed by casual lunch. 

Ex Pupils please register as soon as possible.
Reunion Secretary, PO Box 53, Waimate.

Rangiora 
New Sanctuary Window 
After a two year wait, Rangiora Parish 
dedicated their new Sacristy window during 
the Easter Vigil Mass.  The new feature 
honours the Eucharist, and was revealed to 
the Parish as part of the celebration of the 
light of Christ.
The new window, along with the refurbished 
Tabernacle, has completed stage one of the 
planned updates to our 120 year old church.

Marriage Course 
Rob and Kathy Blickle are currently hosting 
their second Marriage Course. It is proving to 
be tremendously successful.  The participants 
put aside two hours each week for husbands and 
wives to properly focus on each other.  They are 
helped to do this by the course itself.
For more information please contact the 
Rangiora parish.

St Mary’s 
The Blessing of the Rosary
Faced with prostitution in the Church 
grounds and prostitutes on Manchester St, 
fences and security fi rms may seem the 
fi rst option. Yet there is another option.  So 
a group of parishioners in St Maryʼs have 
decided to 'fence' their Church and its 
grounds with prayer. So at 5.45pm, each 
Tuesday, about a dozen parishioners gather 
to process around the Church praying Our 
Lady's Rosary. This is a real strength and 
a "spiritual weapon". The Rosary is also 
offered for the change of heart for the 
prostitutes and their clients.

Burnside
Christ the King Parish has recently fi nished 
its annual Alpha course, which ran for ten 
weeks from mid May until early July. A 
weekend away at the YMCA in Wainui was 
held mid-way through the course, which 
helped the participants to get to know each 
other better and deepen their understanding 
of the Holy Spirit. It was great to see people 
from the local Burnside area responding to 
our mail drop invitation to take part in Alpha, 
as it was hoped that this Alpha would reach 
out to non church-goers in the community 
as well as those already in a parish.
Participants felt the course really helped to 
revitalise their faith.
Running the Alpha course involved a lot of 
work from the “Team” but all agreed that it 
was rewarding to see how people grew in 
confi dence and in their faith as the weeks 
went by. One thing we learned in running 
Alpha is that itʼs not “bums on seats” that 
counts but seeing individual participants 
developing a relationship with Jesus Christ.
Below are some of the comments from 
participants:
1 “Coming from a non-Christian 
background I learnt a lot. Very non-
threatening and non-judgmental. Answered 
some of my questions.”
2 “I learnt more about my Christian faith. 
Some concepts just jumped out at me that I 
hadn t̓ realized before.”
Special thanks to Patsy Buttle, our fantastic 
Team Leader.

Sockburn   

Our Lady of Victories 
Walk by Faith Presentation

Photo shows Jan van der Plas receiving the 
“Walk by Faith” diploma from Fr. Kevin 
Burns, with Su Broad (diocesan coordinator) 
at Our Lady of Victories Parish, Sockburn.

Visit OurVisit Our
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Woolston
19 children with family and friends gathered 
in St Anne's Church, Woolston on the 
Feast of Corpus Christi for their First Holy 
Communion. It was a wonderful day for the 
Parish and the School.

Temuka 
a) This year Temuka and Geraldine are 
without a resident Parish Priest.  We are 
being covered by Administrator Priests for 
the year.  We thank our last two Administrator 
Priests, Fr John Fitzsimmons and Fr Kevin 
OʼDonoghue, for their contribution to both 
parishes and welcome Fr. Bernard Goulding.  
We hope they have or will enjoy their time in 
Temuka and Geraldine.
b) Temuka Parish made its Pilgrimage to 
the Cathedral on the 19th June.  Although the 
numbers were small the day was a blessing 
to us, the visit fi nishing with Benediction.  

c) We congratulate Mr Patrick Dolan and 
Mrs Josie McGillen who were recipients of 
the Cathedral Centenary medals for Parish 
Service.  Both quietly go about their tasks in 
the background, many are unaware of just how 
much both do in the Parish, and it was lovely 
to see their contributions acknowledged.
d) We celebrated First Communion with a 
School Mass on Sunday 31st July, with 15 
children receiving their First Communion.   
We also welcomed three children in one 
family who were received into the church 

a fortnight previously.  Many thanks to Sr. 
Mary Roche, who regularly made the trip 
up from Waimate to prepare all children and 
families involved.  
 e) Next year our Parish celebrates 130 years 
as a Parish and the Church building is 125 
years old.  Celebration plans are underway 
and this is advance notice for all former 
parishioners who may wish to join us.   

Darfi eld 

Maria Parson was 
received into the 
Catholic Church in 
1997. Her faith has 
just grown and grown 
since that time.   She 
is a great help in the 
pastoral work of the parish and has made 
serious promises regarding her life.  On 
July 13 she consecrated herself formally to 
God.  
The parish is blessed to have Maria among them 
to help in the Lay Ministry of the Church.

Greymouth
The Altar servers from St Patrick's Parish 
in Greymouth recently ventured into the 
mountains once again for their annual ski 
trip. This two day outing is promoted by the 
parish in order to thank these young people 
for their  service to the Church. Parishioners 
gave generously to assist with the costs and 
parents also volunteered to come along and 
enjoy the fun. Each year the trip grows in 
popularity and next year it is hoped that the 
Altar servers from Rununga, Cobden and 
Ngahere will join the skiers.

Six Day Retreats:
Guided Retreat:   September 5-12          
Fr John O'Connor
Advent Retreat:   December 11-18          
Fr Mark Chamberlain
Guided Retreat:  January 6 - 13 2006     
Fr Patrick Bridgman
 
Weekend Retreats:
Enneagram Retreat:                
16 - 18 September  Joan McFetridge
Giving Birth to Christ Within: 
18 - 19 November   Joy Ryan-Bloore
 
Evening Programme:
Myers-Briggs Type Indicator (MBTI):   
11 & 18 October (7.00 - 9.15) both 
evenings.  Stephen Head.

Beatitudes
The Beatitudes Community has 
temporarily closed house in Leithfi eld.  
The members are receiving in depth 
spiritual formation in larger communities 
in Europe.  A small group are expected to 
return within the next two years.
For more information please contact 
Jennifer Goulding (03)310 6666 or email 
jenngoulding@xtra.co.nz

Mairehau
Our parish was saddened with the death 
of two of our much loved parishioners 
– Margaret Gardner and Arthur Dobbs.  
Both have been very active members of the 
parish. Margaret, amongst many duties was 
a Special Minister of the Eucharist.  Arthur 
also was a Special Minister and much loved 
visitor of the sick.
May the Lord reward them for their 
faithfulness.  May they rest in peace.

Rosary House 
Spiritual Life Centre.
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Inform
A quarterly published by the Catholic Bishop of Christchurch.
Deadline for the next issue will be 20th November 2005
Send material to 
The Editor,
252 A Ilam Road,  Christchurch 8005,
Phone (03)351-3291,  Fax (03)351-9912, Email: mjdoyle@paradise.net.nz 
Diocesan Web page: www.chch.catholic.org.nz

Now Th ank We All Our God…

Friendly people - Expert Advice - Awesome Service
We will:  help you grow and protect your assets
  update your will
  discuss enduring powers of attorney
  form your family trust
  help you solve a legal case or represent you at Court

Cavell Leitch Pringle and Boyle
Level 15, Clarendon Tower
Cnr Oxford Terrace & Worcester Street

Telephone (03) 379 9940 
Fax (03) 379 2408 
Email cavell@clpb.co.nz,  www.cavell.co.nz

For further information contact
Michael Sweeney, Mark Callaghan, 
Clare O’Neill

What better words to express the near-incredulous 
joy that rose in the Church, throughout the world, 
the day it was announced that Cardinal Ratzinger  
had become Benedict XVI?  There would have 
been a variety of reasons for this common 
emotion.  He was known to have worked closely 
with John Paul II for twenty-three years.  He 
could be expected to offer continuity.  The 
huge importance of this to faithful Catholics all 
over the world had suddenly become apparent 
in the astonishing outpouring of love and grief 
that followed John Paul IIʼs death.  As Dean of 
the College of Cardinals he had been in front 
of global television during the fi nal days, the 
funeral, and the preparation for the Conclave.  
The warmth and gentleness and sheer stature of 
this man began for the fi rst time to be widely 
seen, and along with his evident love for the 
late Holy Father, contributed to making him a 
welcome successor.

At another level, there was the joy of those who 
had read any of his books and reported addresses; 
or the two book-length interviews with him.  
From these it had always been clear that Cardinal 
Ratzinger was a man of extraordinary intelligence 
and learning, totally and humbly dedicated in 
love to the risen Christ living on His Church; to 
re-appropriating the sacredness of the divinely-
instituted liturgy; to preserving and teaching, in 
their integrity and fullness, the life-giving truths 
entrusted to Peter and his successors.  He had 
been a very precious gift to the Church for a very 
long time.

Yet, as head of the Congregation for the Doctrine 
of the Faith he had been constantly vilifi ed and 
demonised by the secular press, happily taking its 
cue from the liberal Catholic press. His crime had 
been to insist that everyone was free to believe 
and teach whatever they liked, but they could 
only call themselves Catholic theologians if they 
were faithful to the teaching of the Church.             

Benedict XVI has always had an absolutely 
clear-sighted, unfl inchingly accurate grasp 
of the ecclesial and secular realities we now 
confront. Recently, in Aosta, in a widely reported 
impromptu talk, he spoke of the dark tunnel in 
which he said we MUST suffer, if we have faith, 
because we are unable to show Christʼs light to 
the world.  He speaks of his own suffering and 
sense of helplessness, and offers us for comfort 
only the necessary death of the seed from which 
new life will come.  And, typically, he rejected 
illusory comfort from the soaring numbers 
of priestly vocations in Africa, knowing that 
many arise from a desire for social prestige and 
material gain.  Only authentic priestly vocations 
and authentic ways of dealing with the shortage 
of these can take us forward.  He had already, 
years ago, faced the likelihood that the Church 

would be reduced to small, faithful, committed 
communities from which Christʼs radiance will 
again shine forth.

Being committed to living the truth is a painful 
business, particularly to the truth of what it 
means to be fully in communion with Christ in 
his Church.  It helps if you have the towering 
intellect and learning, the loving simplicity and 
humility of Benedict XVI.  But we are all called 
to holiness and all we actually need, to seek it, is 
the humility and obedience to accept the truths 
and sacramental union Christʼs love offers.  
Benedict XVI has been gifted to us by the Holy 
Spirit, to lead us to Christ, to feed us and confi rm 
our faith.  Our part is to hear what the Spirit is 
saying to us through him, with grateful minds and 
hearts.                             

Betty OʼDowd

Th e Cathedral of the Blessed Sacrament.  
David Wethy, noted photographer and respected 
lecturer, shot these unusual and striking pictures of the 
Cathedral and its interior.  He has given his permission 
for them to be printed in Inform during this centennial 
year of the Cathedral.
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