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Women 
in the 
Church

This year, 18 delegates from 
Christchurch, the biggest number 
yet for an away conference, attended 
the 8th Biennial National Marriage 
Educators’ Conference at the Crowne 
Plaza in Auckland.The conference 
was a wonderful event, superbly 
organised around the theme “Getting 
Married, Staying Married, Fulfi lling 
the Challenge”. The weekend began 
on the Friday night with a Powhiri and 
Liturgy, followed by the fi rst keynote 
address by Dr Byron and Francine 
Pirola who spoke of the key challenges 
facing Catholic Marriage preparation 
educators today.

Increasingly women are 
taking a leading role in 
the life of the Church.  
Pictured are four of the 
women in our Diocese 
who have happily taken up 
the call to serve us all.

From left to right: Mrs Donna Malone – Personal Assistant to the Manager of the Diocese, Miss Clare Dooly 

– Director of the Diocesan Youth Team, Mrs Mary Jo Murphy – Diocesan Director of the (Marriage)Tribunal of 

the Catholic Church, Mrs Angela Woolstencroft – Personal Secretary to Bishop John Cunneen

Saturday morning’s keynote was given 
by Allie Mooney on Personality and 
Communication and gave us good 
ideas on how we can better our people 
skills as we relate and understand those 
around us. Amanda Fleming gave the 
third keynote address on the Saturday 
afternoon entitled “Communication – 
the medium is the message” reminding 
us that 55% of our communication is 
body language, 38% is the way/tone 
used in saying something, and the 
actual facts/data constitutes a mere 7% 
of what is communicated. 

The fourth keynote address on Sunday 
morning was given by the National 

Leaders of Marriage Encounter, 
Bronny and David Lea. They spoke of 
“Complacency, the Relationship Killer” 
and how taking our relationship for 
granted can lead to our drifting apart 
and ultimately to separation. 

The organisation and professionalism 
of this Conference was inspirational. It 
gave us delegates a real opportunity to 
meet with like minded people and gain 
renewed enthusiasm and skills for this 
wonderful ministry that is an honour 
to be part of. The next conference 
will be in 2008, and it will then be 
Christchurch’s turn to host this event.

National Marriage Educators’ Conference Auckland, 28-30 April, 2006

Back row: Michael Hughes, Fr Denis Nolan, David Askin, Mike and Jacinta Stopforth, Helen and John Dooley, Simon Roughan, Suzi and Diggs de 
Gouveia.  Front row: Fr Peter Farrant, Janet Askin, Rosemarie Hughes, David Kan, Therese Roughan, Janeen Kan, Theresa and Russell Madden
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and with one another and the Bishop, 
need to be carefully safeguarded.  
Proper balance between the distinct 
but complimentary roles of Priests and 
laity, Mass and Liturgy of the Word 
with Holy Communion need to be 
understood and preserved.

Q When will something happen in my 
parish?
A Given the withdrawal of the Marists 
in South Canterbury we clearly need 
to begin the Pastoral Planning process 
in the South Canterbury Pastoral Area.  
The next areas will be in Christchurch 
city; given that this is where Priests 
will need to be made available for the 
Mid and South Canterbury Pastoral 
Areas.  It is envisaged that by 2011 all 
Pastoral Areas would have undergone 
the Pastoral Planning process.  Already 
some parishes and Pastoral Areas have 
been involved in working in a new spirit 
of collaboration.

Q What training or formation will be 
available for lay people?
A I envisage that as many persons as 
possible continue their education in 
faith.  There will be various levels of 
training and formation – including a 
New Zealand Qualifi cations Authority 
(NZQA) approved qualifi cation in 
Pastoral Ministry.  Much of this will be 
resourced by our Catholic Education 
Offi ce working with the Training and 
Formation Committee. My Deputy 
for Pastoral Planning, Mike Stopforth, 

Letter from Bishop John
Dear Brothers and Sisters in Christ,
In the preface of the Mass for the 
Ascension we read, “…Christ, the 
mediator between God and man, judge 
of the world and Lord of all, has passed 
beyond our sight, not to abandon us but 
to be our hope. Christ is the beginning, 
the head of the Church; where he has 
gone, we hope to follow…”
As Christ is our hope we too are 
hopeful for the Church in this place 
and in this time.  I am very hopeful for 
what lies ahead of us with our Diocesan 
Pastoral Plan.  Christ is the head of the 
Church and we follow him as our true 
Shepherd.
I would like to pose some questions 
about the Pastoral Plan and provide 
some answers to those questions.

Q Are we just doing what other dioceses 
are doing by having a Diocesan Plan? 
How does it serve the good of the 
Church?
A People without a vision will perish 
(c.f. Proverbs 29:18).  Our vision for 
the Church is based on the revelation 
of the Sacred Scriptures (centred on 
Jesus) and the Tradition of the Church.  
Many dioceses around the world are 
formulating various strategic plans, 
identifying the signs of the times to 
present the good news of Christ to 
all people.  Our own Pastoral Plan is 
unique to our Diocese but draws on the 
experience of other dioceses.

Q What will the Pastoral Plan mean for 
our parish?
A The Pastoral Plan process provides 
an opportunity for all parishioners, 
and especially parish councils, to 
have dialogue among themselves and 
with neighbouring parishes as part of 
Pastoral Areas.  This will also include 
dialogue with the wider Church of the 
Diocese, with me, your Bishop, and 
my Deputy for the Pastoral Plan.  In 
time the schools and colleges, diocesan 
agencies and ethnic groups will be 
drawn into this dialogue.

Q Is the Diocesan Plan going to alter 
essential elements in the life of my 
parish? 
A The essential element in the Church’s 
understanding of her life and activities 
cannot be dismantled.  Proper relations 
between each parish and the Diocese, 
Priests and people among themselves 

is working to head up a Training and 
Formation Committee to oversee the 
Training and Formation of Pastoral 
Workers.  Ongoing formation for Priests 
in the evolving situation of the Pastoral 
Plan is the responsibility of the Council 
of Priests working in conjunction with 
Mike.

Q Will parishes be closed?
A Last year the parishes of Bishopdale 
and Papanui were merged into the 
new Parish of Papanui after the 
recommendation from both parishes 
working through their parish councils, 
in dialogue with me and the Council of 
Priests.  

Q Will my church close?
A There are no plans to close churches 
at this stage.  The Pastoral Plan provides 
a process for each Pastoral Area to 
consider its own resources available, 
the needs of that Area and the number 
of Priests that will serve that Area.  The 
parish itself plays an indispensable role 
in this process.  
Some Parish Councillors are already 
refl ecting on the four Pastoral Principles 
underpinning the Plan.  
On Wednesday 24th May the Priests 
shared their own hopes and anxieties 
about the Plan.  Please continue to pray 
for its fruitful implementation.

Every best wish,
Sincerely,

John Cunneen
Bishop of Christchurch

New born baby with her motherly big sister
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Clergy Formation      
A day was held in March for the 10 Priest 
co-ordinators of Pastoral Areas.  This was 
followed by a day in May for all Priests on 
the Pastoral Plan (see photo).  On both days 
a refl ection began the day with three words:

• Conversion - a change of heart to Christ.  
What is God’s will for us?  The Pastoral Plan 
is an opportunity to choose God again.

• Confi dence  -  we are in challenging times 
but also grace fi lled times.  This is God’s work 
- and we are part of God’s mission. We place 
our trust in God. 

 • Humility - this asks us to collaborate with 
one another. We are obedient to the Church.  
We must move beyond our own individual 
agendas. Humility brings respect for one 
another.

Please continue your prayers for the Diocese 
and the Pastoral Plan.

I can be 
contacted on 
(03) 366 9869 or by email 
mstopforth@chch.catholic.org.nz

Nancy has spent all her life in Christchurch 
where she married Robert Robinson 
(deceased) in January of 1944.  Nancy and 
Robert had four children, three daughters 
- Anne, Mary and Rosalie and a son, Peter.  
Peter was a lay missionary in Kavieng, 
Papua New Guinea where he died at 
the age of twenty-eight.  Nancy has ten 
grandchildren, two great grandchildren 
and three wonderful sons-in-law.

Nancy is a much loved resident of 
Nazareth House and is at Mass daily.  Her 
biggest gift is her tremendous faith and 
love for the Church.  Her devotion to Jesus 
and Mary is surely evident as it radiates 
in her face, her beautiful manner and her 
extraordinary gentleness and peace.

Nancy is a very special humble woman 
and is loved by all who have the privilege 
to know her.

Nancy Robinson’s Nancy Robinson’s 
90th Birthday90th Birthday

It has been a great four months since I 
took up this role as Bishop’s Deputy for 
the Pastoral Plan.  

I believe one of the real fruits of the 
Pastoral Plan is that it is providing a 
focus for the Diocese.   The question 
often asked now about various pastoral 
initiatives and decisions that are 
being made is, “how does this fi t with 
the Pastoral Plan?”   This important 
question means that there is a greater 
focus for our mission and a better use 
of the resources we have available.

Are you a saint?
In the Pastoral Plan the fi rst Pastoral 
Principle is Holiness.  Holiness as 
the fi rst Pastoral Principle provides a 
necessary and important base for our 

consideration of our future planning.  
What am I doing today to become a 
living saint?

Pastoral Areas
I continue the process of speaking to 
Parish Councils. The South Canterbury 
Pastoral Area is a priority at this time 
and I will soon begin this process in 
a second area. Once I have been to all 
Parish Councils in South Canterbury the 
formal process of the Plan will begin.  

Good Practise
One of my roles will be to share the 
good practise that is happening across 
Pastoral Areas. In the Christchurch 
North Area there is a Bereavement 
Care Programme where, in the case of 
a death, the Priest meets fi rst with the 
bereaved family.  Then two people from 
the local Bereavement Care Group meet 
with the family to prepare the funeral 
liturgies and provide broader pastoral 
support.  This initiative began in the 
Papanui parish and is now incorporating 
the Bryndwr parish.

Groups and Movements
The Pastoral Plan asks groups and 
movements (the Church calls them 
‘Association of Christ’s Faithful’) to 
review their activities in the light of the 
Pastoral Plan. The Passionist Family 
Group Movement has been proactive 
and held a day in April for its leaders to 
do this (see photo).

Below: In the Cathedral that evening

Priests gathered at the formation day.

Pastoral Planning Offi  ce

“What am I doing today to 

become a living saint?”

Hard of hearing...
An elderly gentleman had a serious 
hearing problem for a number of years.  
He fi nally went to a hearing clinic and 
was fi tted with state of the art hearing 
aids that gave him almost perfect 
hearing.  After a month he reported 
back to the clinic.  The doctor said 
“Your hearing is so good now.  Your 
family must be so pleased.”
The man replied, “Oh I haven’t told my 
family yet. I just sit around and listen to 
the conversations.  I’ve changed my Will 
three times in the last month.”

“...we are part of 

God’s mission.”
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‘Arise’ Catholic Young Adults 
Conference

A one-day conference for Catholic 
Young Adults is being held at St Bede’s 
College on Saturday July 15th, called 
‘Arise’. Our keynote speaker for this 
year’s conference is Fr Chris Ryan 
MGL, a young Priest from Canberra 
who is a fantastic and inspiring speaker. 
The theme of Arise is “Be not afraid, 
open wide the doors to Christ and you 
will fi nd true life”.  The conference 
day consists of two keynote talks, 
workshops, small groups, a conference 
Mass, conference dinner, and an 
evening session. Join with 100 other 
Young Adults at Arise 2006 and be 
transformed!  For more information 
ring Matt on 366-9869 or check out our 
website www.cyt.org.nz.

Young Adults Soiree

Recently the Catholic Youth Team 
hosted a Soiree for 100 Young Adults 
in the Phar Lap room at the Riccarton 
Park Function Centre. It was a magical 
evening of  inspiring conversation, 
fun dancing, live bands, supper, 
photographs and much more. It was 
truly an amazing night! 

Revolution Camp for Years 9 -10

On the weekend of June 30 – July 
2 we are holding a camp for those in 
Years 9 and 10 called Revolution. Join 
us for a weekend of fun, talks, prayer, 
music and great food as we discuss 
how each of us can make a difference 
in the world. The cost is only $60 
per person and registration forms 
are now available from your local 
parish or the Catholic Youth Team. 
For more information please contact 
Clare on 366-9869. 

Sports night for Years 9 - 13 

Join us for our annual Sports Night! 
This is always a great night of fun and 
games with up to 200 young people 
competing in a variety of different 
tabloid sports in teams of ten followed 
by a free swim. Sports night is being 
held on Sunday 25th June at Pioneer 
Stadium.  Get a team of 10 together and 
register for this great night and try and 
win the highly sort after Sports Night 
Shield (with plenty of prizes as well). 
Registration forms are now available 
from your local parish, the Catholic 
Youth Team or our website. Contact 
Clare at the offi ce for more details. 

Christian 
Meditation 
Be still and know that I am God! 

Every Tuesday evening at 8 pm a group 
meets in the Blessed Sacrament Chapel 
at the Cathedral for half an hour of silent 
meditation together. A short recorded 
talk by Fr. Laurence Freeman. an English 
Benedictine monk and the current leader 
of the World Community of Christian 
Meditation (www.wccm.org,nz),  precedes 
the meditation time. The practice is simple 
and can be traced back to the early Church 
father: Sit still, sit straight, sit in silence 
- and repeat a prayer word. The group is 
ecumenical and all are welcome. 

If you are interested in having an 
introductory session in your parish, or wish 
to fi nd out more, support and assistance is 
available from the Cathedral group.  Jane 
Hole (359 9036), Max Broadbent (980 
6794) or Alice Flett (960 1006) would be 
pleased to hear from you.

Valentine’s Day is a day for romance. For 
many people it is a day associated with 
symbols such as fl owers, cupids and cards. 
For many, the day is just a lot of commercial 
hype. The Marriage Educators’ Committee 
(MEC) of the Christchurch Diocese, along 
with the national Catholic Network of 
Marriage Educators (CNME), has actively 
reclaimed this day as a day for celebrating 
the love vows of marriage. 

The MEC organised its fi fth celebration of 
St Valentine’s Day with a very special liturgy 
held at The Cathedral on the 14th February 
at 7pm. Bishop John Cunneen was our 
celebrant and Fr Chris Friel, the MC. Mike 
Stopforth and the Youth Team led us in 
music and song.

This special liturgy invited married, 
engaged, and young people to refl ect on the 
gift of love for one another in marriage. We 
used sacred symbols to represent our St 
Valentine’s Day liturgy: the candle, a symbol 
of the fi re and light of LOVE; water, a 
symbol of faithfulness and forgiveness in 
LIFE; and oil, a symbol of consecration and 
healing on life’s JOURNEY. 

The highlight of the evening was the Rite of 
Anointing in which couples came up and 
anointed each other’s hands with oil. This 
Anointing illustrated a wonderful 
affi rmation of married love, within that 
wider love of the love of God.

Rosary House

St Valentine’s Day – Christchurch Diocese

This is a centre run by the Sisters of Mercy.  
It provides the opportunity for people to 
make a spiritual retreat.  These retreats 
vary in length and the nature of the retreat.  
The centre is also used for giving spiritual 
direction to people who ask for it.

For more information, and for dates and 
topics of retreats that will be coming up 
during the rest of the year, please contact 
Rosary House Spiritual Life Centre. 
For bookings phone 379 1298 or Email: 
roho@xtra.co.nz

Abraham Lincoln, the famous American 
President, wrote in his diary that he was 
deeply moved on one occasion when 
he was visiting the wounded in a fi eld 
hospital.  He spoke of some Catholic 
nuns there. 

 “I never knew where they came from 
or even what order they belonged to.  
Lovelier than anything I had seen in 
art... are the memories of these modest 
sisters, going on their errands of mercy 
among the suffering and dying.  Gentle, 
womanly, yet with the courage of soldiers 
as they went from cot to cot...... they were 
veritable angels of mercy.”

When it was diffi cult for them to keep 
going, when they were tired and weary, 
no doubt their faith refreshed them.

‘The Lord is the everlasting God, the 
Creator of the ends of the earth.

He does not faint or grow weary, his 
understanding is unsearchable.

He gives power to the faint, and 
strengthens the powerless.

Even youths will faint and be weary, and 
the young will fall and be exhausted;

but those who wait for the Lord shall 
renew their strength, they shall mount 
up with wings like eagles, they shall run 
and not be weary, they shall walk and not 
faint.’  (Isaiah 40: 28b - 31)

Quote of the Month
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John Paul II High School
Greymouth
John Paul II High School farewelled two 
staff members last term.  Julie Hughes, 
our English teacher has worked at the 
school for 20 years and our Caretaker, Jim 
McAra who has been at school for over 
12 years.  Both were great supporters of 
the Special Character in a variety of areas.  
Julie helped coach students for the Bishop 
Lyons Competition, as well as running Peer 
Support for many years.  Jim travelled with 
sports teams and coached pupils in golf on a 
Wednesday afternoon.  He fi nished his time 
with the golfers with a “hole in one”.  Our 
boys were most impressed.

We welcomed the new Properties Manager, 
John Magee in a Formal Assembly where 
Father John Adams, commissioned him in 
his new role.  

Year 9 Religious Education Classes 
provided a focus for the foyer showing Holy 
Week and Easter.

Eight Staff are participating in Professional 
Development beginning next week with 
Sister Kath Rushton  presenting an 
NCRS paper called ‘Introducing the New 
Testament’.  This is the fourth paper the 
Catholic Education Offi ce has provided for 
West Coast Teacher Development.

The Combined Catholic Schools Board re-
elected Therese Gibbens as Chair and elected 
Chris Blanchfi eld as Deputy Chair at their 
Annual Board Meeting on 16 May.  Therese 
has been Acting Chair for the last four months.  
She has children at both John Paul II High 
School and St Patricks Prrmary School. 

Our Lady of Victories School
OLV 50th Jubilee and Reunion – This 
milestone in the School’s history will be 
celebrated over Labour Weekend – 20/22 
October 2006.  For more information and 
registration contact Anne Adam, the school 
secretary, on Ph (03) 348-7790
email adm@olv.school.nz  or 
Kaye Vincent on Ph (03)341 3388, 
email Kaye.Vincent@clear.net.nz .  

Full details for the Jubilee can be found on 
the school website www.olvschool.nz

Caritas Day for Catholic Secondary 
Schools: 
On Thursday February 16th school leaders 
from Catholic Cathedral College, Marian 
College and Villa Maria College met with 
Elaine and Catherine, Education Offi cers 
for Caritas Aotearoa New Zealand.

Each year Caritas offers the opportunity for 
secondary school leaders in the Diocese to 
learn about the work of Caritas, Catholic 
Social Teaching, and to share ideas on justice 
awareness raising activities for schools.

Sumner School
Our Lady Star of the Sea

Dove Fellowship
This is a fellowship for Catholic Women.  It 
is a woman reaching woman ministry and 
has drawn women into a closer relationship 
with Jesus and the Church over the last 
21 years of its existence. There is a group 
that meets in Christchurch and also others 
in many parts of the North Island.  Each 
group comes under the authority of the local 
Bishop.

Each year they hold a weekend retreat.  This 
year there will be four venues around the 
country.  The one in the South Island is at 
Bridge Valley, Nelson, from the 23rd to 25th 
June.  They will have an excellent retreat leader 
from Memphis , USA, Fr. David Knight.

For more information regarding this 
wonderful fellowship you can go to their 
web site www.dove.org.nz.

At the recent Plains FM 96.9 Radio 
Awards, Catholics on Air was presented 
with an award for ‘10 years of Continuous 
Broadcasting’ of their programme.

Catholics on Air

Maryanne Martin, Madeleine McCormick, 
Reon Murtha, Dorothea McKenzie, Barbara 
Te Miha, with Bishop John Cunneen

SchoolsSchools

The school community joined with the 
Butler-Kettle family in celebrating the 
Baptism of their children at the 
school Mass.

Catholic Enquiry Centre

The New Zealand Bishops have 
appointed Fr. Alan Jones SM to be the 
new Director of the National Centre.  He 
replaces Fr. Paul Shanahan SM.  Fr. Alan 
was brought up in Rangiora and went to 
school at St. Bedes before joining the 
Marist Society.  He is the brother of one 
our diocesan Priests, Mons. Barry Jones, 
Parish Priest of Greymouth.

He is taking up his post this month, June.

Ian and Suzanne Bell are delighted to have

Dominic Orr as the Catholic representative

of Bell, Lamb and Trotter Funeral Directors Limited, assisting them to 

provide a caring, professional service that is a unique and fi tting tribute, 

refl ecting your loved one’s life, personality, beliefs and culture.
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Fairlie Parish            
On the day when the red carpet was rolled 
out for the Academy Awards, St Patrick’s 
Fairlie also rolled out its own red carpet!.  
The St Patrick’s church was stripped of its 
old carpet by parishioners immediately 
after Mass.  The laying of the new carpet 
began the very next day, and was completed 
some 24 hours after work commenced.  
The school children placed a school photo, 
a newsletter and a copy of the local paper 
(the Accessible) under the carpet for future 
generation to see.

Photo shows the new carpet, and the 
Centenary Window which was completed in 
2005, and blessed on St Patrick’s Day 2005.

Rangiora Parish
St. Mary’s and St. Francis de Salles 

On April 30th 2006 our Parish celebrated 
the many cultures that make up our parish 
community.

During March the Mass was advertised 
and those interested in contributing to the 
celebration were asked to register their 
interest and ideas for this celebration. Fifteen 
amazing families were keen to celebrate in 
a special way their culture on behalf of nine 
cultural groups in our parish.  

The congregation was welcomed to Mass in 
Maori, Amazing Grace played on bagpipes 
by a young musician who accompanied 
the procession of extremely colourful 
cultural groups and Father Dan Doyle into 
the church. Each group was introduced 
to the congregation and presented their 
culture, items were placed on the Altar for 
the celebration of Mass. The St. Brigid’s 
Cross was explained, Hindu Baptismal 
jug, Pacifi c headdress, Philipine and Malta  
fl ags, and Croatian and Dutch clothing and 
memorabilia added to the colour of the day.

Father Dan started the Mass in Papua New 
Guinea, Pigeon language, the prayers for 
the faithful included prayers for immigrants 
and new comers to the parish, the psalm 
was read in Maltese with the translation 
on the screen, and the 23rd Psalm was read 
in Scots Celt by a wonderful elder of our 
community.

The recessional hymn was, of course, “God 
Defend New Zealand” in both Maori and 
English.

Morning tea was shared with the whole 
parish. A great time for coming together. 

ParishesParishes
Around the

Waimate

St. Patrick’s Church

The parish has undertaken a Massive project 
to restore this beautiful Church to its former 
glory.  The project is too big to undertake 
in one go and so it will be tackled in 
stages.  They have put the project under the 
patronage of Our Lady Help of Christians 
and St. Peter Chanel.

If you are ever in the Waimate area, do 
go around to the Church to see just what 
is being done and to appreciate one of the 
most beautiful churches of our Diocese.

Mt Somers and Loburn  

With the statue after Mass on April 30 are 
Rangiora Parish Priest, Fr Dan Doyle, 
Methven parish council representative Viv 
Barrett, Mrs Neuala Ewer, one of the people 
who cared for St Therese’s Church for many 
years, and St Brigid’s Church committee 
member, John Wilson.

The eighty-year-old church of St Therese 
in the little Mid Canterbury town of Mount 
Somers was closed in November last year.

After a very moving and well attended 
closing Mass celebrated by Bishop John 
Cunneen, Monsignor James Harrington and 
Father Frank Kennedy SM, the inevitable 
questions regarding disposal of building, 
land and furnishings arose.

Good homes were found for most of the 
furnishings and the church and land were 

Beckenham

St. Peter’s Parish, Beckenham, recently 
celebrated 10 years of the Passionist Family 
Group Movement in its parish. Parish Priest, 
Fr. Tom Power, and the Beckenham parish 
community celebrated with a specially 
prepared liturgy at the Sunday morning 
Mass on 7 May. The servers, readers, 
eucharistic ministers and the musicians were 
all St. Peter’s family groupers. The entrance 
procession was led by 10 year old Katarina 
Marcijasz carrying a birthday balloon. She 
was the fi rst to be born into a family group, 
immediately after they were set up in St. 
Peter’s in 1996.

St. Peter’s started with six family groups of 
about 30 members each and 10 years later 
still has six active groups, although the 
membership and leadership has changed 
over time. The current leaders were 
commissioned by Fr. Power during the Mass 
and presented with special candles.

After the Mass a festive brunch was 
enjoyed by all in the St. Peter’s Parish 
Centre complete with story telling 
and the cutting of a birthday cake by 
86 year old Mary Sullivan, who has 
been an active member of a group since 
its foundation. 

Monsignor Power and Elsma Moffi tt
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sold by auction on April 28. 

Meanwhile, 150 kilometres to the north of 
Mount Somers the committee that looks 
after the little church of St Brigid at Loburn 
was searching for a Sacred Heart statue to 
replace one that had disappeared when the 
church was unused for several years.

St Brigid’s was built in 1875 by Irish 
immigrants, many of them now buried 
in its churchyard. A local committee is 
working to restore the church, and Mass 
is now celebrated there twice a year, with 
descendants of many of those buried there 
returning for the occasion. The next Mass 
at St Brigid’s will be celebrated on Sunday 
November 5.

Two days after the sale of the Mount Somers 
church, its statue of the Sacred Heart was 
presented to St Brigid’s during Mass on 
April 30, gifted by the Methven Parish that 
includes Mount Somers.

Holy Cross Chapel   

This chapel in Chancery Lane, is a centre 
for private prayer and the celebration of 
daily Mass (except for Saturday).  A Priest 
is there each day to talk with people and 
to celebrate with them the Sacrament of 
Reconciliation should they desire.

Korean Catholic Community
The Korean Community has grown 
remarkably over the last twenty years.  
They now have their own Church and 
Centre which was the former Redemptorist 
Monastery in Bower Avenue, New Brighton.

The opening and blessing of the complex on 
15th February 2006 was a grand occasion.  
The Bishop presided at the liturgy and 
was joined by many Priests and laity.  The 
church was crowded.  There were a number 
of visiting Korean Priests from other areas, 
as well as many of our local Priests.  The 
Korean choir sang magnifi cently and the 
speeches afterwards were inspiring.

After the liturgy all retired to the front lawn 
where a meal was set for all who attended 
and in the grounds a group played traditional 
Korean music.

Mass is celebrated in their church of St Paul 
Chong Huang every Sunday and usually 
there are about 300 attending.

Finance for the purchase of the building 
came from the local Korean community, as 
well as assistance from the home diocese 
of Pusan in Korea.  In addition a loan 
with the diocese was arranged through the 
Christchurch Catholic Development Fund.

Timaru South Parish.
‘Praise Be’ in the parish Church.

In what must be a fi rst for the Sacred Heart 
Parish, following an approach over many 
years by the chief organist Terry Kenney, 
the Basilica was chosen for a combined 
congregation of people as the place for 
TV One’s programme of “Priase Be’ to be 
fi lmed.

The night was a wonderful success.

Marist Fathers and Brothers
Their Provincial has announced that they 
will no longer be able to staff this parish, 
which for so long has been so dear to their 
heart, due to the shortage of Priests and other 
pressing missions that they have to care for.  
This will be a great loss to the parish and 
the whole diocese. Their selfl ess ministry 
has touched so many hearts and souls since 
the foundation of the parish.

Thank you Brothers and Fathers for all you 
have done.

Tindall Foundation 
Grants 2006
                                            

All interested “Non Profi t 

Organizations” are invited 

to ask for a Preliminary 

Assessment form from the 

Diocesan Welfare Council. 

In the fi rst instance please contact Liz 

Pennell, Funding Co-ordinator, for the 

Catholic Diocese of Christchurch on 

(03) 366 9869 or email 

lpennell@chch.catholic.org.nz

Applications close 30 June 2006 

at 5:00pm.
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members of YFC Christchurch are 
a big part of my life. Through this 
group I have learnt that my mission 
is to serve the Lord and to bring 
others to him. 

 I am a changed person because of 
God and his love. He continues to 
bless and love me even though I don’t 
deserve it. I still sin because I’m not 
perfect but the difference now is 
that I always try to be the best I can 
be for my Lord. So why do I love to 
pray to God before the tabernacle? 
It’s not because I love him so much 
for at times my love for Him fails 
but it’s more so that HE loves me 
so much! He keeps overfl owing 
my cup with his amazing love. His 
mercy, forgiveness and acceptance 
for me overwhelms me greatly. He 
is an awesome God and his love 
keeps me continuously praying to 
him before the tabernacle. I try my 
best to pray to him everyday. Every 
week I try to sacrifi ce one lunch time 
at school to go to church and pray 
instead. God is wonderful!. I praise 
him for restoring me and bringing 
me closer to him through my family, 
my education, my friends, YFC, 
my service and all his countless 
blessings! I am forever His!

May God be praised!

Arsenio Redoblado

Why do I Love to Pray to God before the Tabernacle?     

Friendly people - Expert Advice - Awesome Service
We will:  help you grow and protect your assets
  update your will
  discuss enduring powers of attorney
  form your family trust
  help you solve a legal case or represent you at Court

Cavell Leitch Pringle and Boyle
Level 15, Clarendon Tower
Cnr Oxford Terrace & Worcester Street

Telephone (03) 379 9940 
Fax (03) 379 2408 
Email cavell@clpb.co.nz,  www.cavell.co.nz

For further information contact
Michael Sweeney, Mark Callaghan, 
Clare O’Neill

Asinio is 15 years old and in Year 
11 at Burnside High School.  He is 
one of six children. I asked him if he 
would like to write this article for 
Inform.

Ever since I was a child, I’ve always 
known God. Growing up in a 
religious family, we always prayed 
to God every night. We would 
gather and pray the rosary. But 
back then my relationship with God 
wasn’t as real and amazing as it is 
now. I would only pray to him if I 
needed something and would rarely 
thank him for things he has given 
me. At times, I even got annoyed 
when we prayed the rosary because 
I thought it was a waste of time! 
My relationship with him was very 
shallow and didn’t mean anything 
to me.

When I joined my youth group, 
YFC (Youth For Christ) which is 
a youth group for people aged 13-
24, my life changed! Joining YFC 
is defi nitely one of the best things 
that has ever happened to me!. It 
was through this youth group that 
I realized how amazing God’s love 
is and how much he has done in 
my life. I never really appreciated 
some of these things ‘til I joined 
YFC, my beautiful family is one of 
them. God is so good that he has 
blessed me with 2 amazing parents 
that have raised me up so well. I 
wouldn’t be the person I am if it 
weren’t for their strictness, patience, 

generosity and love. My siblings are 
also such blessings. The laughter 
and bonding we share is truly a gift 
from God. He’s also blessed me 
with a great education. NCEA is at 
the moment going well for me. God 
has also given me the chance to lead 
YFC Christchurch. Service is an 

important part of my life. Serving 
in YFC activities has allowed me to 
see God’s power and majesty and 
through service God has taught 
me to love unconditionally. The 

It’s not because I love him so 
much for at times 

my love for Him fails 
but it’s more so that 

HE loves me so much!
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