
1

inform
ISSUE 73 June 2008

Newsletter of the Catholic Bishop of Christchurch

A CYT Camp for those in Years 11-13

Antioch 2008 was awesome! After months of preparations with a highly dedicated 
team of 11 young men and women from around Christchurch, also known as the 
“A-Team”, and hours of music practice it all came together at Woodend Christian 
Camp on the 18th-20th April. The result was dynamic to say the least. The talks 
and the testimonies were relevant and impacting whilst the games gave the 
participants an excuse to cause a raucous. The highlight for many of the youth was 
Adoration on the Saturday evening as well as Brendan Malone from Family Life 
International’s presentation on Sexuality. A good weekend was had by everyone 
and we look forward to it again next year. 

Caitlin Humphrys
CTV Events Coordinator  
Testimony from a young person about her experiences in Antioch -
Antioch was absolutely amazing! I had a really good time and met heaps of cool 
new friends! I will never forget the awesome experience! Once again Adoration 
was so emotional, it was a great night.  
All the people who talked about their hard times were truely great and 
courageous.  
Hannah Burgess

525 people from our Diocese will be going to Sydney in July for WYD, (including 
two Bishops and 11 Priests).  This total comprises 18 parish, diocesan and college 
groups, and a number of family groups.  Look out for Sunday 6 July – the date 
allocated nationally for parishes to ‘commission’ their members as pilgrims before 

travelling to Sydney.
The highlight in our local WYD plans so far in 2008 has been the day 
pilgrimage to Temuka on Sunday 6 April.  Over 80% of our pilgrims 
attended this day, with most travelling by bus from our Cathedral.  The 
venue of Temuka was excellent (as was the weather) and allowed for 
pilgrims to follow in the footsteps of Blessed Mary MacKillop, one of this 
year’s WYD Patrons.  Temuka was the town in New Zealand where Mary 
MacKillop’s Sisters of St Joseph of the Sacred Heart started their first school.  
The day started with a beautiful open-air Mass in the school grounds 
celebrated by Bishop Barry Jones and five other Priests.  The bus trip and all 
the ceremonies were a wonderful experience for all who attended.

The week before WYD Week in Sydney (15-20 July) is ‘Days in the Diocese’, 
a support programme for WYD where dioceses in Australasia host overseas 
pilgrims – ‘Together Under the Southern Cross”.  Christchurch Diocese is 
fortunate to host about 400 pilgrims in nine groups from five countries.  
The following 22 parishes are hosting these overseas pilgrim groups:

Rangiora and Kaiapoi Parishes: Paris, France; Dallington, Burwood and 
Mairehau: DaeJeon, South Korea; Sumner and Christchurch North (St 
Mary’s): New Ulm, Minnesota, USA; Addington, Beckenham, Hoon Hay, 
Halswell and Akaroa: Fort Worth, Texas, USA; Hornby and Sockburn 
Parishes: pilgrims from Northern California, USA, (and also Sydney); 
Burnside, Bryndwr and St Albans Parishes: Lincoln, Nebraska, USA; 
Greymouth, South Westland, and also Papanui: Vancouver, Canada; 
Ashburton and Methven: Madison, Wisconsin, USA.

Two diocesan-based events will take place: the Diocesan Mass on the 
evening of Friday 11 July in the Cathedral, and also a Maori cultural 
experience at the Te Rangimarie Centre.  For the rest of the time, parishes 
will be organising activities for overseas pilgrims.  Simplicity and hospitality 
are key themes.  ‘Days in the Diocese’ is one way that those parishioners not 
going to Sydney can be involved in WYD.

Another aspect of WYD that the Church in NZ has been encouraged to 
participate in is the Pilgrim Partnership Programme.  This Programme 
supports young people in remote parts of the Oceania to travel to Sydney 
and attend WYD.  The Diocese of Christchurch has decided to take part 
in this scheme on a diocesan level and will support 10 young people from 
two very small and remote islands in New Caledonia.  Many of these young 
people have never left their island.  A number of young adults from our 
Diocese visited these islands in New Caledonia last year and have great 
heart for these people.  The New Caledonians will come to Christchurch to 
experience ‘Days in the Diocese’ and then travel onto Sydney.  This project 
is going to cost about $20,000. So far over $6000 has been raised.  A team 
coordinating and funding their visit has been formed.

After WYD will be the final stage in WYD: The Legacy.  At a diocesan level 
this will involve a number of catechesis-type sessions for pilgrims with 
Bishop Barry, until at least the middle of 2009.  Parishes are also preparing 
for the integration of pilgrims.

For more information about WYD, please contact Edmund  le Grelle, the 
Diocesan Coordinator on 03-3669869.

Edmund le Grelle

Christchurch Diocesan WYD Coordinator  

Youth Team News 
Antioch Camp 

World Youth Day in July is 
approaching quickly!
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Dear friends in the Lord, 

As many of you will know, the last 
meeting of the Synod of Bishops 
was devoted to the topic of the Holy 
Eucharist.  At its conclusion, Pope 
Benedict issued an Apostolic Exhortation 
called “Sacramentum Caritatis,” or “The 
Sacrament of Charity.”  The very first 
sentence of the Pope makes his thinking 
clear.  He teaches us that the Holy 
Eucharist, which is the gift of himself that 
Jesus makes, reveals God’s infinite love 
for every man and woman. 

As I write, the news outlets are dominated 
by two natural disasters.  A major cyclone 
has devastated large areas of Myanmar 
(Burma) and an earthquake has struck 
a heavily populated province of China.  
Hundreds and thousands of people have 
been killed, injured or rendered homeless 
by these twin disasters. 

Our Catholic approach to such tragedies 
is carefully set out by Pope Benedict in 
his exhortation on the Holy Eucharist.  
Because the Holy Eucharist reveals God’s 
infinite love for every man and woman, 
our belief in the mystery the self-offering 
and self-gift of Jesus made present among 
us in the sacrament should make us alert 
to human need.  “Keeping in mind the 
multiplication of the loaves and fishes,” 
the Holy Father writes, “we need to realise 
that Christ continues today to exhort his 
disciples to become personally engaged: 
‘You yourselves give them something to 
eat.’ (Mt.14:16)  Each of us is truly called, 
together with Jesus, to be bread broken 
for the life of the world.”

Pope Benedict makes a link too between 
the Holy Eucharist and particular 
organisations.  “The Church’s charitable 
institutions, especially Caritas, carry 
out at various levels the important work 

of assisting the needy, especially the 
poorest.  Inspired by the Eucharist, the 
sacrament of charity, they become a 
concrete expression of that charity; they 
are to be praised and encouraged for their 
commitment to solidarity in our world.” 

Yours sincerely

UBarry Jones
Bishop of Christchurch

From the Bishop’s Chair 

Pastorial Area Development 

Catholics on Air

The five Pastoral Areas that have been 
launched continue to work through their 
planning process; developing parish 
profiles, formulating strengths and 
weaknesses analyses and then using this 
information to put together a plan for the 
Pastoral Area.  The Pastoral Area Councils 
which work through this process comprise 
the Priest Coordinator of the Pastoral Area 
and lay men and women who generously 
offer their time and expertise.  Through the 
process they develop a working relationship 
and gain a wider perspective of the Pastoral 
Area.  As we evolve in this process I can see 
that these Area Councils are now wrestling 
with pastoral issues such as formation and 
education for lay ministry and preparing 
parishes to have systems for a situation 
where there may be a non-resident 
Parish Priest.
We pray to the Holy Spirit as we continue 
to discern the way forward for our Parishes 
and Pastoral Areas.

Mrs Jenny Rooney has been appointed part 
time Catholic Pastoral Chaplain at Hillmorton 
and the Specialist Mental Health Units at 
Princess Margaret Hospital.  

Pentecost Sunday saw the conclusion of 
Catholics On Air in its current format.  
This radio programme has been part of the 
Community Radio of Plains FM for the past 
12 years.  Many volunteers over the years have 
contributed significant time in preparing, 
interviewing and editing programmes and 
our thanks go to all of them for their service in 
this area of communication.  The four people 
who have most recently been responsible for 
the programme are Dorothea McKenzie and 
Reon Murtha (involved since the programmes 
inception in 1996), Barbara TeMiha (involved 
since 1997) and Maryanne Martin (2006).  “I 
value to be able to assist in providing a channel 
through which fellow parishioners can share 
their faith journeys”, said Maryanne about her 
time as part of Catholics On Air.  Discussions 
are happening about how the programme 
might be continued into the future.

The Diocesan Pastoral Plan states that “It is 
highly desirable that as many people as possible 
continue their education-in-faith”.  As a result 
the Certificate in Pastoral Ministry is being 
offered in 2008. 

The next course being taught is Introduction 
to Liturgy, which examines Vatican II’s call 
for full, active and conscious participation 
by all in the Liturgy.  This course is designed 
to familiarise participants with the principles 
of liturgy and to give them an overview of 
them.

The NZQA course is being held on a series 
of Monday and Wednesday evenings 
commencing on 4th August to 1st September, 
7pm to 9pm.  It is a free course and taught at 
the Catholic Education Office. 

For more information view the website 
www.chch.catholic.org.nz/formation
or contact Charles Shaw or Mike Stopforth 
(phone 366-9869).

Mike Stopforth
Bishop’s Deputy for the Pastoral Plan

Looking for some 
ongoing information?

New Pastorial Chaplain for 
Mental Health
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A Gracious Invitation                    

Lourdes Celebration

150 years ago, Our Lady appeared to St Bernadette near the little 
town of Lourdes in the foothills of the Pyrenees. Today it is the 
centre of a great shrine where more than a million pilgrims go each 
year. Those who come in a spirit of faith and trust in God receive, 
though Mary’s intercession, many blessings -- some receive physical 
healing, but all can find peace of mind and healing of soul. Over the 
years many New Zealanders have experienced this. This year we 

are invited by Bishop Barry Jones to join the Church throughout the 
world in giving thanks for the gift of Lourdes.

St Bernadette was so impressed by how gentle and polite this 
beautiful Lady was. She asked Bernadette: “Would you be so kind 
as to come here to this grotto for the next fifteen days?” This year 
Mary’s invitation comes to us in this form: Would you be so kind 
as to come to the Cathedral to honour Mary on two occasions,  
Sunday, 17th August at 2.30 p.m. and Sunday, 7th December at 2.30 
p.m. Come to put your needs before her and to give thanks for her 
gracious presence and favours at Lourdes. 

As well, take  part in the   evening devotions that will be held in 
the various regions of the Pastoral Council. These will begin at the 
Carmelite Monastery, 52 Halswell Road on Wednesday, 8th October 
at 7 p.m. They will form a novena of devotions leading up to the 
Day of the Sick on 7th December. Don’t forget the Holy Father has 
granted a plenary indulgence to those who take part in this year’s 
celebrations of Mary’s apparitions at Lourdes.

On the occasion of the celebrations it is worth remembering that 
God chooses his own times and places and occasions for the 
miraculous, but his power shines forth most frequently where his 
Mother is honoured and venerated.

Year of St Paul                           
On 28th June Pope 
Benedict will inaugurate 
the Year of St Paul to be 
held throughout the 
universal Church.  This will 
commemorate the 2000th 
year since the birth of St. 
Paul.  He has said: “The 
Apostle of the Gentiles, 
who dedicated himself 
to the spreading of the 
good news to all peoples, 
spent himself for the 
unity and harmony of all 
Christians.  May he guide 
us and protect us in this 
bimillenary celebration 
helping us to advance 
in the humble search for 
the full unity of all the 
members of the mystical 
body of Christ.”
Here in the Christchurch 
Diocese, this year will be 
centred on St Paul’s church, 
Dallington.  Bishop Barry 

Jones will inaugurate the Pauline Year at the 10a.m. Choral Mass on 
Sunday 28 June at St Paul’s church.
During the year there will be a number of Public Lectures on various 
aspects of St. Paul’s life and ministry.  The speakers will include: 
Fr. Kevin Waldie S.M. Professor of Sacred Scripture at Good Shepherd 
College, Auckland;  Bishop Basil Meeking D.D. former staff member 
of the Christian Unity Secretariat, Rome; Monsignor John Broadbent, 
church historian and Professor John Simpson, former head of 
the School of Art, University of Canterbury.  The lectures will be 
advertised throughout the Diocese and will be held at St Paul’s 
Church foyer, 31 Gayhurst Rd, Dallington.
All enquiries to Fr M. O’Malley, 389-5225

St Paul

This is an annual event of a three day live-in weekend giving the 
opportunity for people to focus on vocation to the priesthood 
and religious life.  It is a chance for men and women to pray, to 
reflect and discern, to listen to God and seek help in finding out 
where God may be calling, so that the person finds happiness 
in life.

These days consist of time for a variety of prayer experiences 
and talks on Theology of Call, Scripture and the Contemplative 
and Religious Life.  Guest speakers share on their personal 
call and ministry.  There are various areas of practical pastoral 
experiences, such as journeying with people who are sick, 
elderly, disabled and refugees.  A night on the street with 
DrugArm is also an amazing time.

Galilee Experience 2008 is to be held from 6pm Thursday 28th 
August to Sunday 31st August at 1.30 pm.  If you are interested 
please contact Sister Rayleen Dwyer or Fr. Rick Loughnan.

Galilee Experience

The Beatitudes Community
Retreat Possibilities
The Community 
welcomes groups 
and individuals for 
retreat days, group 
outings and days 
of recollection 
in a peaceful 
and prayerful 
environment just 40 
minutes out of the 
city. Facilities are 

available for individual live-in retreats and times of rest. Contact 
Sr Clare on (03)314 8837 or 021 024 69766,
Beatitudes Catholic Community - 67 Leithfield Road, Leithfield.
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St. Ita’a Parish, Rakaia                                 

CWL Prayer Day

On Tuesday 15th April, Rakaia CWL and 
invited guests from Leeston, Ashburton, and 
Methven CWL, had a most enlightening day 
led by the team from Rosary House,
Sr. Anna Clarke and Sr Mary Glesson RSM.  
Sr Marie Rita from Rakaia began the day 
with refreshments and we watched a video 
on Prayer in her Convent, followed by a 
Liturgy of the Word with Holy Communion.  
A fabulous lunch was provided by the Rakaia 
members.  “Thomas Merton”  was the subject 
of the afternoon’s presentation and time of 
Reflection.
Before afternoon tea, a Surprise Auction was 
held, with $300 being raised for a Mission 
Station.
Thank you Rakaia CWL for a wonderful 
day……………………. from all of us.

Sacred Heart Parish, 
Addington
Many things have been happening at 
Sacred Heart this year.
In January Fr Paddy retired from his position 
as our Parish Priest. Happily he is still living 
nearby and is enjoying being an active 
parishioner of Sacred Heart. Until our new 
Priests arrive from the Philippines, he is 
celebrating the daily Mass for us. Fr Peter 
Ewart SM was appointed Administrator of 
the Parish for the present.

Our Parish Hall affectionately remembered 
for the “Spencer Street” dances and so many 
memorable Parish functions was burnt 
down by an arsonist on Tuesday 29 April. We 
now await assessment as to whether or not 
it can be repaired or needs replacement. We 
share with you Fr. Paddy’s reflection on this 
sad event.
“I woke at 5am on Tuesday morning and 
turned on the radio to hear the news when I  
saw flashing lights at my windows followed 
by a banging on my door. I opened the door 
to be greeted by a fireman who told me to 
get my gear on because there had been a 
fire in the hall. It had started at 3am. Sadly 
the hall suffered considerable damage, the 
second fire in its history.
At 7am a fireman asked me to open the 
Church and to my deep sorrow it was 
clouded in smoke and we found two small 

Around the Parishes 

fires had been started, destroying the 
Lectern covers and some of the carpet by 
Our Lady’s statue. Later I found the little 
statue in the grotto had been broken off 
and would need to be replaced for the 
fourth time. In no time help came from 
various quarters and the firemen and 
police were wonderful.  
The constant remark of the people has 
been the joy that the Church which is so 
dear to our hearts had little damage, and 
in time the hall would return to us better 

than ever.
Although it will cause inconvenience for a 
time, we need to thank God for it will give 
us opportunities to work together to put 
all things to right”
 
Fr Paddy’s Golden Jubilee of Priesthood
This is also the Golden Jubilee Year for 
Fr Paddy, so if you would like to join him 
for this occasion, mark your calendars 
now for Saturday 19 July and watch your 
Parish newsletters for further details. You 
will be warmly welcome.

Christ The King Parish, 
Burnside
Golden Jubilee of Marriage of two 
couples from the Parish on the same day.

Bob and Marie Mercer were married on 
12th April 1958 at Sacred Heart Church , 
Timaru.        

Bob and Marie Mercer

John and Kath Noble were married on 12th 
April 1958 at St Teresa’s Church, Riccarton, 
Christchurch.      

John and Kath Noble
Darfield

CWL special day                 
For the celebration of St Patrick’s day 
2008, the Catholic Women’s League of 
Burnside Parish gathered at the church car 
park to board a bus for Darfield.  On the 
ways lots of fun was enjoyed by all, with 
everyone receiving a shamrock name tag, 
the telling of Irish jokes, Irish riddles and 
general hilarity, as can only be enjoyed 
when a bus load of friends head off for a 
day in the country.
Friends from Darfield welcomed us, 
having decorated the hall with banners, 
balloons and shamrocks.  Everyone had 
taken a plate of food for a shared lunch so 
it turned into a banquet. We sang hymns 
in the church including ‘Hail Glorious St. 
Patrick’, then walked over to the cemetery 
to view gravestones of many relations 
and friends.  After that we all sang very 
heartily to a Kareoke DVD lent by Brigid 
from Darfield.  All too soon we climbed 
into the bus for our journey home, a little 
more subdued after a wonderful day.

We really did have so much fun and 
perhaps will do likewise next year..
                                                                                                    
 Noreen Fahey  CWL

St. Paul’s Parish, Dalington
Catholic Women’s League

Dallington Catholic Women’s League 
celebrated its 40th birthday on 25 March 
2008. Mass was concelebrated at St Paul’s 
by Father O’Malley and Father Cahill. At 
the Mass Father O’Malley presented us 
with $1,000 for our Mission Station at 
Sumi on the Island of Rotuma.  

A luncheon followed at All Seasons 
Restaurant.  The original members present 
stood around the table as Mrs Norma 
Musson, first Treasurer, and Mrs Joan 
Scott, President, cut the cake.  Letters and 
cards from our Diocesan Chaplain, Father 
Morrison, and well-wishers were read.  
Father B Goulding, original Chaplain, was 
unable to attend but his letter explaining 
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the setting up of the League in Dallington 
was well received.  During the course of the 
meal the loyalty and dedication of some 
long serving members was recognized 
as nine members were presented with 
40 year badges and nine with 25 year 
badges.

At the Diocesan Conference of Catholic 
Women’s League, Mary Caldwell was made 
a Diocesan Life Member in recognition of 
her many years of service to the League.  
Mary has held positions of responsibility 
at Diocesan and National level, and has 
represented Catholic Women’s League  
on National Council of Women, Church 
Women United Aotearoa-New Zealand 
National Committee, Home & Family 
and Pan Pacific South East Asia Women’s 

Association.  We are delighted that Mary’s 
years of Faith and Service have been 
rewarded.  Congratulations Mary.
   
St Joseph’s Parish, Temuka
The Sisters of St Joseph recently 
gathered in Temuka to farewell 
Sr Colleen Story RSJ. (centre of photo). 
After 21 years in South Canterbury,  
Sr Colleen is moving to Whakatane.  
She has served in Temuka, Mackenzie 
and Pleasant Point Parishes as well as in 
the Waitaki Valley.

In recent years she has offered Spiritual 
Direction and Spirituality Days 
throughout South Canterbury. 

St Patrick’s Parish, Kaiapoi              
Youth Group  
A new youth group has started in the 
Parish – thanks to a group of enthusiastic 

people like Colin and Sarah Hancock, 
Chris Paterson, and Rachel and Frank 
Malone.  Recently the youth visited the 
Beatitudes Community in Leithfield and 
on the way home, took part in a team 
building exercise at the Obstacle Course 
at Ashworth. 

Our Lady of Perpetual Help 
Parish, St Albans and 
St Matthew’s Parish, Bryndwr

The Easter Vigil celebrated at St 
Matthew’s Parish, Bryndwr, was a 
special occasion for both parishes as ten 
new members,  four from Our Lady of 
Perpetual Help and six from St Matthews, 
were welcomed into the Church.

These two parishes had combined to run 
a successful RCIA programme in 2007 – 
2008 which had culminated in three adult 
Baptisms and seven other people being 
welcomed into the Catholic Church.  

During the Pre-catechumenate, beginning 
on 27th June 2007, there were nine sessions 
of inquiry, concluding with a session of 
discernment and decision, which then 
led into the Catechumenate. This involved 
seventeen Wednesday evening sessions, 
as well as the Breaking Open of the Word 
during the Sunday  Masses - no light 
commitment for both the participants and 
team. Following the Rite of Election in the 
Cathedral of the Blessed Sacrament on the 
17th February, there were four sessions on 
the theology underlying the Sacraments 
they were preparing for.  

The Easter Vigil, the high point of the 
programme, was a time of celebration 
and rejoicing for those welcomed into 
the Church and for their families and 
sponsors, and also for the two parishes as 
a whole, especially for the team members 
who had journeyed with the group over 
the months.

A “New Catholics” programme of eight 
weeks, the Mystagogy, has been arranged 
to consolidate the instructions received 
and also to provide the companionship 
needed as the new Catholics 
(neophytes) are absorbed into the parish 
communities.

St Mary’s Parish, 
Christchurch

In an article in the March edition of Inform 
regarding the St Mary’s Parish, 
Mrs Jennifer Audeau was given the 
incorrect name.  Inform is sorry about the 
mistake. 
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Schools

At the end of each term, John Paul 
II High School meet together in 
assembly to pray for one another as 
we go on holiday.   Friday 18 April 
was the anniversary of Marcellin 
Champagnat’s canonisation, the 
founder of the Marist Brothers.  
Because of this, Mrs Webster DRS, 
wrote a short skit entitled “An 
interview with Champagnat”.  The 
“Parkinson” style interview was 
developed from questions staff 
members thought they might ask 
Champagnat if he came into school.  
Zane Wederell  (Year 12) was the 
interviewer and Reuben Stuart (Year 
10) played Marcellin Champagnat.  
The Cassock worn by Reuben, was 
especially made by Mrs Webster 

for the Assembly. Our two Head 
Students, Callum Ching and Laura 
Curragh were also part of the skit 
being asked questions on how they 
saw Champagnat’s message as relevant 
to them in their role as leaders of the 
school.  These two students have 
recently attended a Marist Leadership 
course in Auckland, along with 30 
other Marist School Student Leaders. 
Brother Denis Turner, who was 
Marist Education Liaison person for 
many years, sent the interview to all 
the Marist Schools including those 
in South Africa.  Brother John Paul 
used it with REMAR (the young 
Marist group) at Marcellin College in 
Auckland.

Roncalli College
Rowing     Maadi Cup 2008—Lake Ruataniwha

Roncalli rowers had a golden run at the AON New Zealand Secondary Schools rowing championships regatta held recently at Lake 
Ruataniwha to finish third best rowing school in the country. The efforts of the whole Roncalli squad saw them lift the prestigious 
President’s Scull, with more than double the points of the next best school. Roncalli finished the regatta with three gold medals, 
three silver and a bronze. An awesome effort all round. 

John Paul II High School, Greymouth

National Selections
The following students were selected to attend training camps in the April holidays at Lake Karapiro: 

* NZ Junior Trial (U19)  - Fin Scott and Steve Burt (the first to be selected in the  school’s history).
* South Island U18 Team - Brad Darling, Louise Livesey and Cameron Fraser.

After attending the trial during the school holidays, Steve Burt was selected in the New Zealand Junior Rowing Squad (Mens Double), along 
with Roncalli Coach Dan Kelly, who will train both the Men’s Double and Women’s Quad. Steve relocates to Lake Karapiro on Sunday, 12 May, 
where he will train for eight weeks, prior to going to Munich, Germany to train on the Olympic course, and then to Linz, Austria in late July to 
compete in the world Junior Champs. Well done and good luck!

Ascribe Group
Blessed Antonio Rosmini   1797 – 
1855

On 18 November 2007 the Italian 
philosopher, patriot and priest, 
who founded two Religious 
Orders –the Institute of Charity 
(Rosminians- priests, brothers and 
lay ascribed) and the Rosminian 
Sisters of Providence - was 
beatified by the Church.
The Rosminians live and work in 
Italy and in many countries around 
the world, including New Zealand.
In the process of founding his 
religious Order, Blessed Antonio 
wrote the Maxims of Christian 
Perfection. 

His 4th maxim, or rule of life, reads: 
“Abandon oneself wholly to the 
care of Divine Providence”.

This ‘letting go’ far from being 
the end of freedom, marks its 
beginning.

An Invitation
The Rosminian Ascribed group 
in Christchurch, which meets 
approximately every six weeks, 
welcomes anyone wishing to learn 
more of Blessed Antonio Rosmini 
and his spirituality.

Contact: Helen Doherty 
–Ph (03) 332 0177                                         
Cyril White –Ph (03) 384 1628       

Email<cbc.white@xtra.co.nz> 

Bishop Lyons Shield Triumph
This year it was Roncalli’s turn to host Bishop Lyons. This only happens once every seven years and it was a logistic nightmare. However every 
single student played their part to perfection and the weekend was outstanding. Not only were team leaders, Jack Sloane and Julia McKeown 
gracious and effective organisers, but Roncalli Bishop Lyons team managed to come first equal with Villa Maria College.

A renewed Web Site for Christchurch 
and NZ

Connect.org.nz aims “to be an online 
infrastructure that assists young 
Catholic Kiwis to live fully and be 
connected to Christ, the Church 
and each other.”  When it comes to 
WYD, Connect.org.nz is the home 
for all official blogs, videos, photos, 
competitions and news as well as 
linking into online social networks 
such as Bebo and Facebook.  

Of course, the site is not just 
for pilgrims going to Sydney.  
Connect.org.nz is designed with six 
major sections – prayer, mission, 
knowledge, vocation, community 

and music.  These sections will 
grow through 2008 to include 
more unique content, resources 
and links for young Kiwi Catholics 
at all stages of their faith journeys.  
One great feature is the Daily Dive 
into Scripture with reflections on 
the daily readings, written by NZ 
Catholics working with young 
people, as a way of encouraging 
young people to spend time with 
The Word. 

Connect.org.nz is a joint project 
managed by the National World 
Youth Day Committee (NZ) (NWYDC) 
and the National Council for Young 
Catholics (NCYC).

Young Catholics Can Now Connect Online
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The Garment of Love
Peb Simmons, who recently wrote a feature article for Inform, and who is a 
well known spiritual writer and speaker, has recently published a new book 
entitled ‘The Garment of Love.’  Many Inform readers will be interested in 
knowing of this publication.

Quote for this Edition 
The Church Choir                              
‘Be sure your life does not contradict your words.  Sing with your 
voices, hearts lips and lives.... Now it is your unquestioned desire 
to sing to him whom you love, but you ask me how to sing his 
praises.

You have heard the words : Sing to the Lord a new song, and you 
wish to know what praises to sing.  The answer is: his praise is in 
the assembly of the saints; it is in the singers themselves.  If you 
desire to praise him, then live what you express.  Live good lives 
and you yourselves will be his praise.’

From a sermon by St. Augustine

Celebrate Love
Fifteen couples gathered at 
St Gregory’s Parish Centre in 
Bishopdale over the weekend 
of 1st and 2nd March to grow in 
intimacy and to explore practical 
ways of living a passionate and 
joy-filled marriage.
Drawing on insights from Pope 
John II’s Theology of the Body 
and guided by presentations 
and personal examples from 
an Australian couple and a 
Christchurch couple, Theresa 
and Russell Madden, the couples 
were able to privately reflect on 
how the material related to them 
personally through the use of 
inventories and questionnaires 
and then to explore the topic 
with their spouse. 

Celebrate Love was co-written by 
Australians, Francine and Byron 
Pirola. It combines the latest in 
Catholic Church teaching on 
marriage with the opportunity 
for couples to reflect on how this 
teaching is relevant to their daily 
lived experience. 
For each couple the experience 
was unique. For some, the 
discussion of their unique 
values and expressions of love 
was a profound experience. For 
others, discovering the roots of 
their attitudes to marriage and 
sexuality was a revelation they 
will treasure forever. 

Another Celebrate Love seminar 
is planned for Christchurch later 
in the year. 

Tindall Foundation
The Diocesan Welfare Council has funding available again this year, 
sourced from the Tindall Foundation, for disbursement to organisations 
within the Christchurch Diocese.   
The Council now invites applications from organisations and groups 
supporting families and social services.
Application forms can be obtained from Cathedral House - Telephone 
366 – 9869.   Please note that only one application form will be needed 
this year.

Applications must be received by 31 August 2008.   

The Diocesan Conference of Catholic Women’s League Christchurch 
was held at Riccarton Park on April 5th & 6th
The theme was Martha and Mary
Opening Mass at Our Lady of Victories Church, Sockburn, was 
celebrated by Bishop Barry Jones, Concelebrants were Frs. Paul 
Shanahan, D.Nolan and Diocesan Chaplain Fr.John Morrison.
Guest speaker Rev. Lynda Patterson, an Anglican Priest, gave us a 
powerful input on our theme. Father Paul Shanahan from Pontifical 
Mission Societies spoke of the use made of donations given to St.Peter 
the Apostle collection. Sue Angus told us of her experiences teaching 
English as a volunteer in Thailand. One remit was passed requesting 
the Government to reduce the GST content on basic food items.

Catholic Women’s League Diocesan 
Conference

The Diocesan Archives Group has organised another Archives Day, this 
time with the theme of “Treasures of the Cathedral”. 
The day, will be held on Sunday June 15, starting at 1pm. All people 
with an interest in any aspect of the history of the Church in Westland, 
Canterbury and the Chatham Islands is invited to attend. Meet inside the 
Cathedral, on the side nearest the presbytery, before 1pm. Afternoon 
tea will be served in Cathedral House at the conclusion.

The emphasis will be on items in the Cathedral, especially items not 
normally on display, rather than the building itself. The word “treasure” 
refers more to items with some historical significance rather than items 
with any monetary value. We will be looking at selected items from 
the archives, the collection of reliquaries and items such as special 
vestments and sacred vessels from the  sacristies.

The Christchurch Diocesan Archives Group is a very informal group of 
people interested in any aspect of the history of the Catholic Church in 
the Christchurch Diocese.  Some members of the archives group work 
on a voluntary basis, cataloguing and correctly storing material in the 
archives, especially the extensive collection of photographs. Other 
project work is underway, such as a project to obtain information about 
all the churches in the Diocese, past and present.

The group’s emphasis is on the history of the Diocese as a whole, rather 
than on particular parishes, schools, religious orders or institutions. 

People interested in becoming members can join by emailing Michael 
Hanrahan at mhhh@xtra.co.nz or phoning Merle Conaghan on 
Christchurch (03) 358 8758.

Cathedral “treasures” to be on display

World Apostolic Congress on Mercy 
(WACOM) 
Rome April 2-6 2008
In April I travelled to Rome, as a delegate for the Diocese, with my 
daughter Anna-Marie (11), to attend the Congress on Divine Mercy held 
in St John Lateran Cathedral. The Congress began with the anniversary 
Mass of the death of John Paul II in St Peter’s Square presided over 
by Pope Benedict. This was a truly memorable occasion and was 
followed by three full days of prayer, Mass, and lectures by many 
notable Cardinals, among whom was Cardinal Schonborn of Vienna, 
the Congress President. Delegates came from all five continents, 
numbering several thousand, and it was especially inspiring to see the 
response of the Church in Asia and Africa to the Divine Mercy message. 

This was particularly brought to the fore by the powerful, and at 
times, numbing testimony of Immaculee Ilibagiza, a survivor of the 
Rwandan genocide. 
Cardinal Schonborns said…….”The greatest school of Divine Mercy 
is Jesus Himself. That’s what we have learned this week. Jesus is 
Mercy”.

Pat Barrett
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by the Editor

At the end of St Matthew’s gospel 

we read, “Go then to all peoples 

everywhere and make them my 

disciples.”  This is a clear call to the 

apostles and to the whole church.  It 

is indeed a challenge for each of us in 

this age.

Again the 2nd Vatican Council issues 

the same call in ‘the Decree on the 

Apostolate of the Lay People’: “In 

the concrete, the apostolate of the 

lay people is exercised when they 

work at the evangelization and the 

sanctification of people; it is exercised 

too, when they endeavour to have the 

Gospel spirit permeate and improve 

the temporal order, going about it in a 

way that bears clear witness to Christ 

and helps forward the salvation of all 

people.”  It states that this is a noble 

obligation of all Christians.

Also Pope Paul V1 says in his letter to 

the whole Church, entitled ‘Evangeli 

Nuntiandi’, “thus it is the whole 

Church that receives the mission to 

evangelize, and the work of each 

individual member is important 

for the whole.  The Church is an 

evangelizer...”

Practical Thoughts On 
Being An Evangelizer 

by Mary Redding
To Be........To Go........To Tell

To Be
•	 A	person	of	prayer.
•	 Gospel	fed,	sustained	and			 	
 challenged
•	 Godly,	like	Jesus.
•	 Generous	in	serving.
•		 Welcoming	–	there	is	no	substitute
 for the power of welcome.
•		 We	have	to	look	like	Good	News.
•		 Someone	who	reads	good	
•		 Catholic	books	and	magazines.
•		 We	need	to	attend	Catholic	Adult		 	
 programmes for growth in faith.

To Go
•		 Be	a	gift	to	your	own	family	first.
•		 Serve	and	offer	to	serve	in	your		 	
   parish community.
•		 Try	to	be	aware	of	and	to	reach		 	
   out to new people in the Parish.
•		 Give	support	to	those	in	need		-		 	
   a visit, a phone call, a kind word   
   etc.
•		 Join	a	small	group	in	the	Parish.
•		 If	possible,	respond	joyfully	when		 	
 help is requested for  a special
 project.

To Tell
•	 Speak	easily	of	the	things	of	our		 	
  Faith.
•		 Share	what	God	means	to	you.
•		 Let	others	know	how	God	has		 	
   worked in your life.
•		 Ask	people	to	pray	for	you	and		 	
   your intentions.
•		 When	someone	asks	for	prayer,	say	
 a short prayer right then.
•		 Invite	people	to	the	Parish	Mass		 	
   and Parish events.

Pastoral Follow Up

•	 Often	pray	for	spiritual		 	 	

   discernment or guidance to know

 what to do.

•		 If	you	feel	afraid	of	this	call	then		 	

   ask God for his strength and peace.

•		 To	exercise	a	spiritual	work	like		 	

   this takes time, be unhurried.

•		 Ask	Our	Lady	to	be	with	you	and	

 the angels and saints, in this task.

•		 Make	sure	that	compliments	and		 	

 affirmations get back to the right

 people.

•		 In	a	group	that	is	sharing	on

 these matters always let your

  own thoughts be known. You are   

 important.

•		 Associate	with	others	who	are	‘on		 	

 fire’  for the Lord’s work. This can   

 touch our spirit to grow and be ‘on   

 fire’.

Prayer for Evangelisation
Lord give me a gift of evangelisation,

Open my eyes, my heart, my hands,

My ears and my will

To the needs of others.

Give me a zeal

To reach out and touch others

With your healing love.

Thank you Lord.  Amen

We Are Called To Evangelise        

Friendly people - Expert Advice - Awesome Service
We will:   help you grow and protect your assets
  update your will
  discuss enduring powers of attorney
  form your family trust
  help you solve a legal case or represent you at Court

Cavell Leitch Pringle and Boyle
Level 15, Clarendon Tower
Cnr Oxford Terrace & Worcester Street

Telephone (03) 379 9940 
Fax (03) 379 2408 
Email cavell@clpb.co.nz,  www.cavell.co.nz

For further information contact
Michael Sweeney, Mark Callaghan, 
Clare O’Neill


