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“I strongly urge you in this liturgical period of Lent, to allow the Spirit of God to take hold of you, to break the 
chains of selfishness and sin. In a spirit of solidarity, share with those who have fewer resources than yourselves. 
Give, not only the things you can spare, but the things you may perhaps need, in your local Church.” 
Pope John Paul II. Lenten Message 1988.

Easter issue

Bishop Barry Jones has appointed Father 
Rick Loughnan as Vicar General of the 
Diocese.  Each diocesan bishop must 
appoint a Vicar General to act in his name 
and provide assistance in his executive 
governance role. Fr Rick takes over from 
Monsignor Gerry O’Connor, who carried 
much of the work of Bishop John Cunneen 
after he suffered a stroke, until Bishop 
Barry was appointed. Paddy Beban, 
the Diocesan Financial Administrator, 
described Monsignor O’Connor as “a man 
of hope, of humour, of God, of experience 
and humility.” Bishop’s Secretary Angela 
Woolstencroft praised his “amazing wisdom, 
counsel and his warm sense of humour.” 
He is now assistant Priest at St Patrick’s 
Greymouth.

Bishop Barry has also appointed two 
Episcopal Vicars, namely, a priest whose 
role is parallel to that of a Vicar General, 
except that they exercise ordinary, vicarious 
executive power within a distinct arena, 
rather than in relation to the entire diocese.  
Such a vicar must “know the Bishop’s 
mind and heart,” said Fr. Fitzmaurice, new 
Episcopal Vicar for Education. The role is 
a first for the Christchurch Diocese and is 
normally for five years.

Father Simon Eccleton, Parish Priest of St 
Joseph’s Papanui, becomes Episcopal Vicar 
for Marriage, to promote the vocation of 
marriage, both before and after. He is also 

responsible for the canonical celebration of 
Catholic marriage.

Father John Fitzmaurice, Administrator of 
the Cathedral of the Blessed Sacrament, 
will be concerned with Catholic education 
in all its forms in the Diocese. In this office 

he will be able to take initiatives and make 
interventions to enhance and protect such 
a transmission of the Catholic faith.  He has 
been the Bishop’s deputy for education 
since 1989, with nine years as Director of the 
Catholic Education Office. 

Clergy Appointments
Bishop Barry Jones has announced the following clergy appointments, effective from 31 January, 2009: 
Fr Roger Yarte, Parish Priest, Sacred Heart, Addington; Fr Gerry Nemi, Assistant Priest, Ashburton and mid-Canterbury pastoral area; 
Fr Francis Jolly, Parish Priest, St Mary’s Hokitika and St John the Evangelist, Leeston; Fr John Adams, Co-ordinator of Vocations to the Diocesan 
Priesthood; Fr Chris Friel, Parish Priest of St Joseph’s, Timaru North from 2nd May and assistant Priest Sacred Heart Parish, Timaru and St Patrick’s 
Parish Waimate; Fr Peter Farrant, Priest in residence, Sacred Heart, Timaru; Fr John Fitzmaurice, the Administrator of the Cathedral is also Parish 
Priest, St Anne’s, Woolston from 27th April.

New Vicar General and two Episcopal Vicars
* Line drawing by William Duignan

Fr John Fitzmaurice, Msgr. Gerry O’Conner, Fr Rick Loughnan and Fr Simon Eccleton

“2009 Holy Week and Easter liturgy times for parishes can be found at www.chch.catholic.org.nz/easter”
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Lenten Fasting
Lent is given to us as a holy season in which 
we may prepare ourselves for the great 
liturgical memorial of the Sacred Triduum 
- the three days over which the Paschal 
Mystery of Our Lord is remembered, and 
made present to us, in the liturgy of the 
Church. Holy Thursday, Good Friday and 

Easter Vigil concluding with the Mass of 
Easter Sunday bring us liturgical celebrations 
which flow into one another seamlessly.    
These days are the core and heart of 
the Church’s year, and Lent is our time to 
prepare for them. 

The three great spiritual practices are 
recommended to us to help us to turn away 
from sin and to be faithful to the gospel, 
namely, prayer, fasting and almsgiving.  
This year Pope Benedict has given us a 
rich teaching on the place of fasting in his 
message for Lent. He acknowledges that 
many people might well ask what is the 
value and meaning for Christians to deprive 
themselves of something that is good, 
and useful, for our bodily sustenance. “The 
Sacred Scriptures and the entire Christian 
tradition,” he writes, “teach that fasting is a 
great help to avoid sin, and all that leads 
to it.” “Freely chosen detachment from the 
pleasure of food and other material goods 
helps the disciple of Christ to control the 
appetites of nature, weakened 

by original sin.”   

Our culture, with its consumerist mentality, 
encourages us to satisfy our desires and 
cravings in all kinds of ways. We are 
encouraged to live for the moment.   The 
fast in Lent, without ostentation and with 
a pure heart, enables us to develop 
moderation and self-discipline. It also helps 
us, the Pope writes, to have an insight into 
the lives of others, and so, be ready to assist 
the poor by sharing our goods with them.  
There are many ways in which we can do 
this – either by supporting organisations, or 
by assisting individuals. May God bless you 
all, in Lent and at Easter. 

UBarry Jones
Bishop of Christchurch

From the Editor
What do you want to read in 
Inform?
Chances are you haven’t given a moment’s thought to what 
you would like to read in the Bishop’s newsletter. But I have. 
Since being asked by Bishop Barry to inherit the role I’ve faced 
every editor’s dilemma: what to include and what to leave 
out. Michael Fitzsimmons wrote in the Zealandia in 1988: “The 
important thing is to put our energies into a publication which 
most Catholics can readily relate to and will be eager to 
read.” He added, “The real challenge [for the Catholic press] 
in this country is not just to hold readers but to attract new 
ones.” I accept his challenge, but I need readers’ advice. 
Please consider what you like, and what would you change? 
Then send me your reply to this question: How could Inform 
be improved? 

My grateful thanks to Fr Michael Doyle for helping me get 
started. I hope you enjoy this issue. May Easter bring you and 
your loved ones many blessings. 

Gerard Duignan 

Bishop’s column

 Two bedroom self-contained units
 Central to city living and close to shops
 Companionship, outings and activities
 Dining facilities available  

Independent living with 24 hour security

RETIREMENT VILLAGE 

Under the Patronage of the Roman Catholic Bishop of Christchurch.  
It is never too early to plan ahead for a comfortable secure lifestyle.  
Villas available. 

Open 1–4pm Monday-Friday or call 379-0357 for an appointment. 

Have you visited Maryville Courts Retirement Village? 
369 Manchester Street (Next to St Mary’s Church) Phone 379-0357 
Email info@maryvillecourts.org.nz Website www.maryvillecourts.org.nz

Experience quality of life in your active retirement years …

Registered under  
the Charitable  

Trusts Act (1957) 
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Welcoming new members is a fundamental 
ministry of the Church. You may have family 
members, friends or neighbours who may not yet 
know Christ or who may be searching for a way 
to live their faith. A course on the Rite of Christian 
Initiation of Adults (RCIA) is being offered in May 
on the process of sharing with them the richness 
of our faith and tradition, leading them to share in 
the banquet table of the Eucharist.

The course follows a two-day workshop in the work 
of informing, teaching and inspiring those who 
prepare children, youth and adults for initiation in 
the Church, led by Selesian Priest, Fr. Elio Capra, 
sdb., held in November. Fr. Capra lectures in 
liturgy and sacramental theology in Melbourne 
and also chairs the National Catechumenate 
in Australia. Bishop Barry, priests, and thirty lay 

leaders gained insights into various approaches 
parishes use.

The Church envisions christian initiation as a 
process rather than a programme. RCIA, which 
can be adapted for children, is undertaken by 
the parish priest, assisted by a parish team. They 
journey with the “enquirers” guiding them through 
steps to introduce and deepen their relationship 
with Christ. They model how to love and live 
by the Gospel, participate in the life of the 
community, develop a prayer life and serve the 
mission of the Church.

This course can either be attended out of interest 
or credited toward a Diploma in Religious Studies.

 Contact at the Catholic Education Office 

cshaw@chch.catholic.org.nz tel. 366-9869

Preparing to Welcome New Members of the Church

Fr Elio Capra explains Christian Initiation

Mary Potter Courts farewell Father Dennis Scully SM who 
is leaving shortly to take up residence at Marian Court 
in Heretaunga, after two years as Chaplain to the Little 
Company of Mary Sisters and the residents. Vince Mora and 
Joan Macdonald made a presentation at the gathering.

Kolbe House - the centre for Canterbury University’s Catholic community – is keen to make 
contact with students and faculty staff.  “We are here for both staunch and questioning 
Catholics,” said Rosalie Matthews, who helps Ken Joblin, tertiary Chaplaincy Co-ordinator to run 
BBQ’s, big breakfasts, get-togethers and movie nights, along with daily and Sunday Mass in the 
R&R Chapel, Ilam Road. 

Contact: 348-8882 or kolbehouse@xtra.co.nz   

When Maureen Kerr, an educational 
adviser from the Catholic Education 
Office, visited Cambodia for a month last 
year, she worked as a volunteer consultant 
for the Jesuit Service. Following the Kymer 
Rouge genocide of the 1970s and famine 
of the 80s, Jesuit Service, along with other 
Non Government Organisations (NGOs) 
have been providing critical support to the 
Kymer people especially in the areas of 
health, education and social welfare, as 
they try to rebuild their lives.
Maureen visited many of the projects Jesuit 
Services have implemented in isolated 
and remote villages, where desperately 
poor and disadvantaged people 
struggle to survive. She also worked with 
Sr Anne Sklenars RNDM, a New Zealander 
working with Jesuit Service, in planning 
and presenting a three day seminar for 

teachers, a number of whom have had 
very little formal education or training. 

As a result of her experiences, Maureen 
has organised a special function to raise 
money for the Children of Cambodia. A 
“Bubble ‘n’ Bling” cocktail evening and 
charity auction is to be held on Saturday 
2nd May in the Catholic Cathedral 
College hall. Maureen is seeking 
donations of goods and services suitable 
for the auction, as well as eager guests 
willing to enjoy what promises to be a 
great evening, for a great cause. 
If you are interested in finding out 
more about this event, please contact 
Maureen at 
maureen.kerr@xtra.co.nz or 
ph 0274 177 510 
She would love to hear from you.

“Bubbles ‘n Bling” - A Fundraising Event for the Children of Cambodia

KOLBE @ CANTERBURY

Mary Potter Residents farewell their 
Resident Chaplain
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Head Girl: Villa Maria College

Ashleigh Kortegast epitomises what it is to be a “Villa Girl”; 
promoting confidence, enthusiasm, positive attitude and 
willingness to make a difference. She is a strong role model 
who has achieved excellence in her academic results and 
through her cultural activities. Ashleigh aspires to further her 
studies in Health Sciences next year.

Head Boy: Catholic Cathedral College

Hamish Stewart is studying English, Physical Education, 
History, Computing and Drama.

Hamish is a member of the College 1st XV rugby, 7’s 

Rugby team and the College Culture group.

John Paul II High School, Greymouth

Ruby Tui (left) loves her sport and enjoys 
music. She wishes to one day work in the 
music industry or pursue a sporting career. 
Zane Wederell has the goal of becoming 
a meteorologist and also wishes to travel 
overseas and to contribute something 
significant to society in his lifetime.

Head Boy St Thomas of Canterbury College

Josh Maclean, Head Boy for 2009, was announced 
with rapturous applause at the 2008 School Prizegiving. 
He is a keen sportsman in the fields of football, rugby 
and volleyball. He is studying Physical Education, Sports 
Leadership, English, Classics and Biology. In future years 
he plans to be working with the Edmund Rice Network 
overseas. 

Head Girl: Catholic Cathedral College 

Hannah Freestone is studying Biology, Calculus, Art, English 
and Computing.Hannah was a member of the Young 
Enterprise team that won the Regional finals and represented 
Canterbury at the Nationals.  Hannah plays Football and is an 
accomplished athlete.

Head Girl: Marian College

Maia Vink is a student of many passions. She has 
represented her school in a number of sports, and 
captained many football teams at school, club and 
representative levels. In 2007 the Marian College first 
eleven brought home the silver medals of the National 
Secondary Schools tournament under her captaincy. 
With other leaders, she aims to create an atmosphere 
where everyone feels welcome.

Fr Carl Terry blesses commissioning candles as Episcopal 
Vicar for Education, Fr John Fitzmaurice, prays for the school 
year at the beautiful annual Mass for Catholic schools. 
It coincided with the anniversary of the opening of the 
Cathedral of the Blessed Sacrament.

Identical ceremonies were held in Hokitika and Temuka at 
the start of Term 1. 

Along with responses to the 
bright orange signs on main 
roads, a steady stream of 
calls to the freephone 0508 
HOME NOW (0508 466 366) 
indicate ongoing interest 
from people thinking about 
rejoining the worshipping 
community. Dallington 
Parish has now (re)joined 
the programme, which runs 
during the four weeks of 
March on a different night 

each in Beckenham, Bryndwr and Burnside. On a humorous note, a longstanding 
regular Sunday Mass-goer rang the line. She wondered if “Catholics Returning Home” 
was meant for people like her, returning from Auckland after 40 years or so to live in 
Christchurch again. While advertising is proving effective, research shows that the 
reason most return to the Church is a personal invitation from family or friend. For 
details: http://www.catholicshomenow.co.nz/ 

Catholic Women’s League national President, Tui Pasco, 
presents a cheque for $9735 to Guy Pope-Mayell at the 
Dyslexia Foundation, Worcester Street. Watching on, Guy’s 
wife Suzanne, trustee Lorna Timms, and League President’s 
Jenny Muschamp (Christchurch) and Deidre Jolly (Dunedin). 
The CWL annual Mission At Home Appeal raises money 
for a national organisation not connected to the Catholic 
Church.   

Catholic Schools’ Mission Affirmed 

Dyslexia Profits from Mission 
at Home Appeal

Schools - Welcome Our Student Leaders

The Pope on YouTube
The Vatican has launched a dedicated 
YouTube channel. For regular updates 
on the Pope and the Catholic Church’s 
take on the major problems facing the 
world today, subscribe for free. Go to  
www.youtube.com/vatican 

When Principal 
Mitchell Dieudonne 
shut the doors at 
St Joseph’s Primary 
School, Lyttelton, 
in December last 
year, it was for the 
last time. Students 
played Victorian 
games and helped 

serve a Victorian morning tea shortly before the 
last bell rang. 

For 140 years the school had served local 

families, with as many as 90 students in 1964, 
when the Lyttelton road tunnel was being 
constructed.  A change in demographics and 
increased mobility of families has meant there 
are no longer sufficient numbers of Catholic 
children to make the small school viable, and 
the Board of Trustees reluctantly applied to Bishop 
Barry Jones for closure. 

School secretary, Lynda Whiteley, celebrated 23 
years as receptionist, tea maker, plasterer of hurt 
knees and generally ‘Jill of all Trades.’ Lynda said 
she has just loved her job at St Joseph’s. Love of 
children, love of the school and love of people 

kept her motivated. She got a real buzz when 
ex-pupils brought along their own children to say 
hello. 

Lynda smiled as she recalled changes – from 
the early days of mythelated spirit Gestetners 
to modern photocopiers, and clackety old 
typewriters to a high speed computer. She 
remains optimistic about the future, “As one door 
closes another opens” she said. “I still have a lot 
to offer and once I have had a short break I will 
be looking for another position – preferably in a 
school,” she grinned. 

Farewell St Joseph’s Primary, Lyttleton

Catholics Returning Home Programme during Lent
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A beautiful stained glass window has finally been 
restored to its home in Greymouth. The window 
was removed in 2007 after the old Oamaru stone 
frame fell into disrepair.  Rebuilding in Christchurch 
and installation took over a year and cost 
$190,000. 

It was blessed by Monsignor Gerry O’Connor on 
Waitangi Day on behalf of Bishop Barry, as his 
final act officiating as Vicar General. Two plaques 

were unveiled, one in memory of Cushla Martini, 
whose family made a substantial donation, and 
one for others who contributed. The old window 
and frame, originally in the old St Patrick’s Church, 
Chapel Street, was donated by the family of Felix 
Campbell in 1925. It was built by Englishman John 
Hardman, whose windows can be found around 
the world, including the Houses of Parliament and 
the Palace of Westminster, London. 

St Patrick’s Parish, Greymouth

The US Air National Guard presented a heritage painting 
to the Catholic Diocese of Christchurch at a celebratory 
luncheon in January. It recognised more than 50 years of 
Catholic chaplaincy to the Antarctic provided by priests of 
Christchurch, with assistance from religious and priests from 
other New Zealand dioceses. The chaplaincy still provides 
Mass, Sacraments and spiritual support to the Catholics at 
McMurdo Station, South Pole Station and Scott Base. 

Present were (from left) Mr Art Brown (National Science 
Foundation of America), Fr Rick Loughnan (Vicar General), 
Fr Dan Doyle (Antarctic Chaplaincy co-ordinator), Fr Brian 
Fennessy, Chaplain Col. Bill Ziegler (US Protestant Chaplain), Fr 
John Harrison (Dunedin Diocese), Msgr Bede O’Gorman (early 
chaplain and brother of first chaplain, Fr Ron O’Gorman). 

50 Years on the Ice

Married love – Light to the World
Married couples light candles at the lovely national celebration 
of marriage, the annual Valentine’s Day liturgy in the Cathedral, 
presided over by Fr Simon Eccleton, Episcopal Vicar for Marriage. 
Marriage Educators committee members, Therese and Simon 
Roughan, shared their love story of three decades to help enrich 
the love and memories of the hundreds gathered. 

Our Diocese is blessed with many fine parish churches, but in 
mission territories a church of any kind is a dream. However, from 
the Mission Sunday collection run by New Zealand Missionz in 
October, over NZ$60,000 has been sent to Bishop Bonivento in 
the most northern Diocese of Papua New Guinea at Vanimo. Two 
new all weather, albeit humble, churches have been built in two 
villages, the first in Kilipau. A grateful Fr Paul Shananan, National 
Director of Missonz, explained that it takes two hours on a logging 
truck road for the Missionary Priest, who comes from Flores in 
Indonesia, to celebrate Mass most weekends. The community was 
served for eight years by Canterbury born Passionist Priest, Fr Aidan 
Kay, who is fondly remembered even today by the catechist there.

Two New Churches from our Collection

Catholics Returning Home Programme during Lent

Around the Parishes
Historic Window Re-dedicated

Christ the King Parish, Burnside
Ex parishioners and current parishioners of Christ the 
King Parish are warmly invited to attend all or part of 
this weekend of celebrations to commemorate 50 
years of our Church and Parish family.

Registration Form with cheque payable to:

Christ the King Parish

90 Greers Road

Christchurch 8053
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Friendly people - Expert Advice - Awesome Service
We will:  help you grow and protect your assets
  update your will
  discuss enduring powers of attorney
  form your family trust
  help you solve a legal case or represent you at Court

Cavell Leitch Pringle and Boyle
Level 15, Clarendon Tower
Cnr Oxford Terrace & Worcester Street

Telephone (03) 379 9940 
Fax (03) 379 2408 
Email cavell@clpb.co.nz,  www.cavell.co.nz

For further information contact
Michael Sweeney 
Clare O’Neill

Pastoral Planning Office
Recently I was fortunate to hear Brother Loughlin 
Sofield ST speak passionately about Collaborative 
Ministry. Collaboration is one of our four pastoral 
principles in our own Diocesan Pastoral Plan, 
which challenges all to respond to his or her own 
baptismal call from God; “All Catholics, both lay 
and ordained, are responsible for the mission of 
the Church”.  

The goal of collaboration is the mission of Christ, 
with each of us called to transform the world 
we live in. Its basis is discerning the gifts of each 
individual. Most gifts needed can be found in 
a community and, of course, the source of all 
these gifts is God.  As a Church and a culture we 
can focus too easily on the negative. However, if 
we focus on the goodness of each person and 
identify gifts, greater Collaborative Ministry can 
flourish. How are we discerning and using the gifts 
of individuals in our parish?

Mike Stopforth

Bishop’s Deputy for the Pastoral Plan

First Graduate of Pastoral Ministry 
Qualification

February saw a milestone 
with the first person 
from the Christchurch 
Diocese graduating with 
a qualification in Pastoral 
Ministry from courses 
taught primarily here at 

the Catholic Education 
Office. Marie-Therese 
McRae, pastoral associate 
at Papanui Parish, completed her Diploma part-
time. “The courses have been a progression of 
my three year ‘Walk by Faith’ journey.  I have 
extended and deepened my understanding of 
Church. I feel more confident to express and 
defend Church teachings, which is only one 
reward of doing the courses.”

Visit www.chch.catholic.org.nz/formation for 2009 
courses or tel. 366 9869

Parishes and Pastoral Areas 
Collaborating
People have gathered across parishes to 
collaborate within pastoral areas, including...  

•  Hurunui (North Canterbury) parishes which share   
 the same Parish Priest.

• Christchurch East Pastoral Area Council, working  
 towards three gatherings: a series of studies on   
 St Paul, bereavement and funeral ministry, and   
 those involved in sacramental preparation.

• Christchurch South Pastoral Area are gathering   
 parish secretaries from the pastoral area and   
 undertaking bereavement care formation. 

• Bishop Barry has asked the South Canterbury   
 Pastoral Area Council for advice about   
 the provision of essential priestly services into the  
 future.

• The Methven Parish Council has worked   
 on developing some clear goals for the   
 year, including formation and involving people   
 in ministries in the parish, pastoral care and   
 developing the school / parish relationship.

Formation Opportunities 
Two free short courses coming: 

Introduction to Catholicism - 22, 23, 24 April 9am-
4pm. Catholics hold certain beliefs which affect 
the way we think about ourselves, other people 
and the world. These beliefs are found in Scripture 
and Tradition, celebrated in the Liturgy, articulated 
by the Church teaching authority, and witnessed 
to in the lives of Christians.

Church and Ministry - 30 April - 28 May (Mondays 
and Thursdays) 7-9pm.  This course examines 
different understandings of Church as expressed 
in the documents of the Second Vatican Council. 
The course considers the significance of liturgy, 
the meaning of mission and ecumenism, and 
the role of ordained and lay ministers within the 
Church. 

Both are usually taught at the Catholic Education 
Office, Christchurch.  They are NZQA endorsed 
and part of the Certificate in Pastoral Ministry.  

More information at 

www.chch.catholic.org.nz/formation 

or 

Charles Shaw 03-366 9869, or 

mstopforth@chch.catholic.org.nz 

Collaborative Ministry

“Marie-Therese McCrea: the first graduate 
with a Diploma in Religious Studies (Pastoral 
Ministry Stream)”

The Sunday before Christmas members of 
other churches assembled at St Theresa of 
Lisieux church to welcome Governor General 
the Hon. Anand Satanyand and his wife 
Susan, who were guests of the Department 
of Conservation to launch a Chatham Island 
Heritage and Restoration Trust.

Meanwhile, Midnight Mass on Pitt Island 
was deluged out, but Christmas morning 
was perfect. With extended families home, 
about 50 people came to Mass. A man is 
considering lay leadership to replace Bruce 
Mills and his wife Violet who are now living in 
Papanui Parish, after ten years loyal service. 
Nita Page has taken over administration and 
Brigid Preece as extra-ordinary ministry of the 
Eucharist.  

Governor General at Mass on the Chatham Islands

Sharing Resources Across 
The Diocese
Does your parish have some particular resources 
or programmes you would like to share?  If so let 
me know so that these resources can be shared 
across the diocese.   Contact Mike Stopforth, 
Pastoral Planning Office, phone (03) 3669869 or 

email mstopforth@chch.catholic.org.nz 

The Governor-General, Hon Anand 
Satyanand, and Mrs Susan Satyanand, 
joined a mixed congregation for a church 
service led by Father Bernard Golding at 
St Teresa of Lisieux Catholic Church as a 
part of their visit to the Chatham Islands. 
(Photo thanks to Government House)

CWL Halswell

Like the fine china they shared for afternoon tea, 
35 Catholic Womens League members attended 
an Advent Benediction with Fr John Noonan in 
December. Founding member Lena Coakley, now 
residing in Lincoln, and Colleen Herzog (Bone) now 
in the USA, recalled earlier times together. 
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You want your

    Marriage
        to be the best...

... committed, intimate, joyful and 
passionate. Whether you’ve been married 
for one year or twenty- one years, if you 
long for deep, satisfying intimacy with 
your spouse, the Celebrate Love Seminar 
is for you.

rekindle the f ire

love
Presented in a Catholic context, the Celebrate 
Love seminar is a private experience open to 
married couples of any faith.

Christchurch
20 & 21 June, 2009

For more information or to register
www.celebratelove.com.au 

or Simon & Therese Roughan 
03 351 8002

“The most central challenge [for the Church 
of the future] is justice. The Church, you and I. 
We are called to become activists for those 
who cannot act for themselves, the power of 
compassion for the powerless.” 

Joy Cowley in a talk to Catholic Education 
conference celebrating 150 years of Catholic 
education in NZ, May, 1988.

Challenge for the future 
– A Spirit of hope

An Ignite camp was held at Holy Cross Seminary, 
Mosgiel, in January, run jointly with Dunedin 

Diocese, which 
was their first 
year of youth 
ministry. Ignite 
is the CYT 
Leadership 
Training 
Programme for 
people aged 
16 to 18. This 

year the programme has 32 participants from all 
around Christchurch, the biggest number since 
the course began eight years ago. They were 
nominated by their parishes as having leadership 
potential. They learn leadership skills to use at 

school, parish and in the wider community. Further 
sessions run in the school holidays with young 
people completing projects in their parishes in 
order to graduate at the end of the year. 

Antioch “Adopt a Camper” scheme
CYT is looking for 80 
donations of $20 
to send 80 young 
people to camp at 
Glentui. Although 

scheduled for the last weekend in March, 
donations can be made retrospectively.  

Antioch is a weekend run by young people for 
years 11-13s. Not surprisingly, this year prices to run 
the camp have increased and some families are 

finding it a bit harder to make ends meet. Help 
send a young person to Antioch - an opportunity 
that could change their faith and their lives 
forever.  

 “Antioch 2008 was one of the most 
inspirational Christian camps I have ever 
been to! Over the three days I felt a sense 
of unity and belongingness. One of the 
awesome experiences I had was in Adoration 
and Reconciliation where I felt God’s 
presence in the whole room. The friendships 
built and memories made at Antioch will last 
forever.” - Trixie Imaysay

Contact Clare Dooley at CYT 03-3783641 or 

cdooley@chch.catholic.org.nz 

Ignite youth leadership programme biggest yet

With a little help from a friend – Senior Care at Home

New Brighton parishioners, Peter 
Gwynne and wife Lynda, wished 
that their own parents had the 
opportunity to be cared for in their 
home, rather than in rest homes. 
“There are alternatives to care” they 
discovered, and set about building 
up a Home Instead Senior Care 
franchise in Christchurch. Above all 
expectations, in just seven months 
they now have 70 active clients 
and 40 caregivers. 

They are actively looking for good 
new carers who are trustworthy 
and compassionate. Caregivers 
stimulate, encourage and 
assist clients in a variety of daily 
activities that help to maintain 

their independence and improve 
their quality of life. Carers may be 
volunteers already, perhaps with 
St Vincent de Paul, and they must 
have a full drivers’ licence and 
a vehicle. Currently they range 
from 19 to 74 years, with most 
semi-retired. They receive in-house 
training and ongoing support 
personally from the Gwynnes. 

Peter and Lynda meet every new 
client face-to-face and follow up 
with them and their carer from 
the first day the care plan begins. 
Although ACC may offer funding, 
many children pay privately for their 
parents to ensure they are eating 
and living well, and safe. Home 
Instead may be contacted 24/7. 

Carers are selected to match 
the values, hobbies and interests 
of clients. “Lots of home-bound 
people have no outside contact, 
and we see a remarkable lift in 
them thanks to the companionship 
and stimulation of regular care,” 
says Peter. At the end of a cycle, 
carers may continue to visit just as 
friends. 

The Gwynnes can put clients in 
touch with Home Instead in other 
places by phoning them on 384 
8484 or via the web site. 

Bon Voyage - Sister Marie Poff

CWL Halswell
New approach to the Stations of the Cross
While it can seem sombre and gloomy to meditate on Jesus’ 
suffering and death, the essence of this ancient prayer is 
to recognise the ‘cross’ in our own lives so that we too may 
participate in Jesus’ death and resurrection. The Australian monthly 
e-newsletter CathFamily (see www.cathfamily.org ) is designed to 
help families develop traditions that encourage faith and
family life. 

The Stations of the Cross for Families is a simple prayer 
liturgy using the image of extinguished candles to signify the 
journey into new life through darkness. Available free from 
http://cf.thepmrc.org/activities  

Stations of the Cross for Kids is an interactive worksheet that 
can be printed onto A3 and allows younger children to visually 
enter the mystery of the passion through drawing and colour.  

Sister Marie Poff is farewelled as she leaves for a six month stay at 
a Sydney Spiritual Centre, after 23 years at St Bernadette’s Parish, 
Hornby. In Sister Marie’s honour a group of 24 parishioners had 
caught the ferry over to lunch at Godley House, Diamond Harbour.

Sister Marie was Principal of the very new St Bernadette’s School 
in 1963 for seven years. She returned to St Bernadette’s in semi 
retirement in 1993. The famous Wednesday morning Mass followed 
by tea at the Sister’s home will be missed. 
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Bishop Lyons public speaking is a “battle of the wits” 
between all seven Catholic schools in the Diocese, 
held over Palm Sunday weekend. It’s an opportunity 
for Catholic youth to compete for scripture reading, 
debating and impromptu speech honours. This 
year the host is Marian College, and we expect 
the same energy and competitive spirit as always. 
Healthy competition leads to life-long friendships, 
sharing in our common faith.  Frances Duignan 
(Marian College team)

Bishop Lyons 2009 at 
Marian College

You’re invited to a special celebration on 
Divine Mercy Sunday, April 19, 2009 at Christ 
the King Parish, Burnside, beginning with 
reconciliation from 1.30pm, ending with 
3.15 pm Mass celebrated by Bishop Barry 
Jones.

 “Only the mercy of God will quench the 
thirst of all people.” John Paul II

Contact: 359 2087 or www.divinemercy.
co.nz for full details of how to observe this 
day.

Divine Mercy Sunday
A Celebration of Catholic achievement within the 
Diocese and the wider community.

The Diocesan Welfare Council

invites you to an exposition of Catholic group activity.

Saturday 23 May

2 - 4.30pm

St Bede’s College

Watch your parish bulletin and The Press for more 
details. Hey – it’s good to be Catholic!

God’s Work In Our Hands

Over 160 mostly young people came to listen 

again to Bishop Barry Jones teaching at St 

Mary’s Parish, Manchester Street, in December. 

It followed a similar session in Greymouth.  Santa 

Sanctus “holy words for holy people” is part of 

the ‘Legacy’ period aiming to keep alive the 

spirit of World Youth Day following the Days in the 

Diocese and the excitement of Sydney. Bishop 

Barry focussed on the need of Reconciliation 

and the joy it brings. After some instruction he 

answered anonymous written questions with 

his own humour and trademark frankness. The regular Diocesan Youth Mass followed, 

then a BBQ on the front lawn.

Sanctus Sanctus - Post World Youth Day Teaching

Celia and John Kennedy of Christ the King 
Parish, Burnside, represented the Diocese 
of Christchurch (and, as it turned out, New 
Zealand!) at the 6th World Encounter of 
Families held in Mexico City in January. 
Every three years the Holy Father summons 

thousands of Catholic families 
around world to an encounter of 
unity, sharing, dialogue, prayer and 
study.  The major theme for 2009 
was “The Family: Teacher in Human 
and Christian Values.”

 “It was an amazing experience of 
faith and a wonderful confirmation 
of the work being done at the John 
Paul II Centre for Life [in Idris Road],” 
said Celia and John.  

Amidst the crush and the smog of 
a city of 25 million they attended 

teachings, testimonies, and panels. Many lay 
movements active in marriage and family 
ministry were present, such as Couples for 
Christ, Marriage Encounter, Community Sant’ 
Egidio, Christian Family Movement. Powerful 
presenters confirmed marriage and family as 

the foundations of society and the basis from 
which to overcome the world’s present crises. 

A highlight for the Kennedys was the invitation 
to represent New Zealand in the Parade of 
Families and to place the New Zealand flag 
on the outdoor stage with those of all the other 
countries represented.

The Holy Father, linked to the final Mass by live 
satellite, said “To work for the family is to work for 
the dignified and luminous future of humanity 
and for the building of the Kingdom of God.” 
The family he said is called “to be evangelized 
and evangelizer, humane and humanizing.” 

John and Celia encourage other families to 
seriously consider the Holy Father’s invitation to 
the next World Encounter in Milan, Italy in 2012.

For more details see

www.chch.catholic.org.nz 

Amazing Faith Experience at World Encounter of Families, Mexico City

inform
A quarterly newsletter published by the Catholic Bishop of 
Christchurch. Ensure any photos are ‘attached’ to the email, rather 
than embedded in the article. JPEG format is most suitable for 
photos.

Deadline for next issue: 22 May, 2009

Contributions may be sent at any time to:

The Editor, Gerard Duignan

P O Box 4544, Christchurch 8041 

027 540 8265   Tel. 355 3988 

inform@chch.catholic.org.nz 

Diocesan web page: www.chch.catholic.org.nz 

Ignatius of Loyola & Ignatian-Style 
Exercises - Mary Gleeson and Anna 
Clarke, rsm. Thursdays 16 April - 4 Jun. 
Cost $25 per evening which includes 
individual sessions. 
Companion for the Journey Retreat for 
Year of St Paul - Kath Rushton, rsm.
Friday 5 June, 7-9.00pm, and Saturday 

6 June, 9.30-4.30pm, Cost $60. 

Guided/Directed Six-Day Retreat (non 
residential) - Giving Flesh to God’s Mercy 
15-20 June. Cost $300. 

Contact: Rosary House 379 1298 or
email roho@xtra.com.nz

Men’s weekend with 
Fr Tom Sherry
“Your heart is being challenged”.

Joshua Catholic Men’s Fellowship, 

Wainui Conference Centre, Friday - Sunday 1-3 
May, 2009. Register now with 

John Lydon: jlydon@clear.net.nz Tel: 960 1595


