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“To live is to grow, to grow is to change and to become perfect is to have changed often.” Cardinal John Newman

Expo Celebrates Catholic Welfare

Shirley McNeil (I) and Jenny Mullis discuss 
Catholic Women’s League mission work, 
including the Fish and Chip Paper Babies 
initiative, knitting brightly coloured babies 
clothes for African women with Aids 
who have only newspaper to wrap their 
newborn babies in.

Jess Mellish explains to Sr Raylene Dwyer 
about the Order of St Lazarus of Jerusalem, 
while Janet Hadfield prepares details of 
the Pacific Leprosy Foundation. Contact 
Chancellor John Scott, tel. 332 6743 
johnscott@xtra.co.nz

John Hinchey and Suzanne Somerfield 
explain that the Catholic Outdoor Club 
bunk house at Arthur’s Pass is for hire by 
families, schools and groups. Tel. 342 
9841 catholicoutdoorclub@hotmail.com

Aaron Milnes and Marisha Dorrance joke 
at the Justice, Peace and 
Development display.

The warm and welcoming feeling in 
St Bede’s hall at the bi-annual Expo organised 
by the Diocesan Welfare Council on Saturday 
23 May reinforced the attitudes of the 
many groups represented. About two dozen 
Catholic organisations which support people 
across Canterbury, all of whom have a strong 
Catholic link, demonstrated the day’s theme 
“God’s work is in our hands.” 

It was a chance to share positive stories and 
feel good about being Catholic. Highlights 
of the day included a liturgy led by Fr John 
Adams, excellent music from the Cathedral of 
the Blessed Sacrament junior choir conducted 
by Josephine Oorshot, hot scones and tea, 
and a fun debate adjudicated by ex-Mayor, 
Garry Moore, over the moot, “That the 
church is becoming increasingly important in 
gloomy economic times.” 

“The Diocesan Welfare Council acts as 
advisors to the Bishop on issues of welfare,” 

says its chair, Murray Winder. “We 
administer funding on behalf of the Bishop 
and we also look for opportunities to celebrate 
and promote the great work that happens in 
our Diocese meeting needs of welfare.” 

Although church-based, the groups invariably 
work within the wider community. In 
supporting the expo, Bishop Barry Jones 
was quoted in a supplement in The Press as 
saying that the church has the responsibility 
of always giving witness to Christ’s teachings, 
“… and one of His great teachings was to 
practise charity, to be a good neighbour to 
anyone in need.”  He added, “When times 
are tough economically, there are greater 
pressures on food banks and the like. They 
also involve greater demands on the time of 
groups working voluntarily at the 
parish level.”

God’s work is in our hands
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From the Editor
How good is it to be Catholic?
When the ever-friendly Charlotte Boyes advised me that our team had been given 
the negative side to argue in the debate at the bi-annual Welfare Celebration 
Expo I thought “Well, if we lose this I won’t really mind, because personally 
I happen to agree with the moot: “That the church is becoming increasingly 
important in gloomy economic times”. My enthusiastic colleagues, the 
loquacious Barbara Te Miha and Mike (“Danny Crane”) Sweeney, also believed 
we’d drawn the short straw. But we proudly defended our case … in all modesty, 
rather brilliantly!  Unfortunately, thanks to some dubious adjudicating by a 
bubbly ex-Christchurch Mayor Garry Moore (a man with too many double 
letters in his name for my liking) who employed a ‘clap-o-meter’ crowd poll, the 
result was declared “a draw”. Ever the politician!

Having heard the impressively delivered (if flawed) arguments from our 
opposition, Hayden Ryan - St Bede’s Old Boy and ex-debater for New Zealand, 
Laura Pfieffer – Marian College’s Bishop Lyons Shield winning debater, and 
the irrepressibly eloquent Murray Winder, feared by trout the length of Te Wai 
Pounamu, I felt truly proud to be numbered among the Church here. Not only 
those on stage, but so many quietly busy people from social welfare organisations 
who displayed the many wonderful things they do behind the scenes, I had to 
concur with Murray W’s rousing rally cry: “Hey it’s good to be Catholic!”

That’s how our newest converts feel at the end of their RCIA journey, which we 
celebrate in this issue.  May the Church remain as vital as she has always been … 
in all economic times. 

Gerard Duignan 

Bishop’s column

 Two bedroom self-contained units
 Central to city living and close to shops
 Companionship, outings and activities
 Dining facilities available  

Independent living with 24 hour security

RETIREMENT VILLAGE 

Under the Patronage of the Roman Catholic Bishop of Christchurch.  
It is never too early to plan ahead for a comfortable secure lifestyle.  
Villas available. 

Open 1–4pm Monday-Friday or call 379-0357 for an appointment. 

Have you visited Maryville Courts Retirement Village? 
369 Manchester Street (Next to St Mary’s Church) Phone 379-0357 
Email info@maryvillecourts.org.nz Website www.maryvillecourts.org.nz

Experience quality of life in your active retirement years …

Registered under  
the Charitable  

Trusts Act (1957) 

The Year for Priests 
Pope Benedict has declared a special Year for 
Priests, to be observed from June 19th this year 
until June 19th next year.  He has chosen as the 
theme for this special year, “Faithfulness of Christ, 
Faithfulness of Priests.”  He wants to encourage 
priests to strive for that genuine holiness of life on 
which their ministry depends for its effectiveness.  As 
well, the Pope wants everyone to appreciate well the 
mission and role of the priest in the Church and in 
society.

Of all the priests of history, Pope Benedict is holding 
up to all of us the example of St. John Vianney, 
parish priest of the village of Ars, in France, for 
forty years.  This year is the 150th anniversary of his 
death and his feast day, on August 4th, will be a day 
of special observances by priests around the world, 
and here in our Diocese too.  

Plenary Indulgence for the 
Year for Priests 
An indulgence is the remission of temporary 
punishments for sins already forgiven, either 
completely (Plenary Indulgence) or partially.  All 
sins involve an unhealthy attachment to creatures 
from which we must be purified - this purification 
is what is meant by temporary punishment.  Even 
though our sins are forgiven, the unhealthy 
attachment to creatures remains. 

The Holy Father is granting a Plenary Indulgence to 
all penitent Christian faithful who attend Holy Mass.  
They are to pray to Jesus Christ, eternal High Priest, 
for the priests of the Church, or perform any good 
work to sanctify priests and mould them to his Heart.  
The usual requirements of Sacramental Confession 

and prayer for the Holy Father’s intentions remain.  
This Plenary Indulgence may be gained on the 
opening and closing days of the Year for Priests (see 
above), on August 4th, (the feast of St. John Vianney) 
and on the first Thursday of each month of the Year 
for Priests. 

Elderly and sick persons, and those unable to leave 
home, may also obtain the Plenary Indulgence, if 
they have the intention of fulfilling the requirements 
when they are able to.  Such persons may obtain the 
Plenary Indulgence, on the days specified above, by 
praying for the sanctification of priests and offering 
their sickness and suffering to God through Mary.

 

UBarry Jones

Bishop of Christchurch



• Congratulations Marian College, 2009 hosts, 
for winning the Bishop Lyons’ Shield for Public 
Speaking amongst Catholic Secondary schools.

• St Bede’s and Marian Colleges present 
Shakespeare’s MidSummer Night’s Dream on 
25/26th June 2009 at St Bede’s College.

Josh Pens a Winner
The Catholic Commission for Justice and Peace is running another 
essay competition to tie in with Social Justice week in September.  
Last year Josh Toohey of St Thomas of Canterbury College won the 
inaugural Caritas Social Justice Week essay competition for years 
11-13 from the Diocese’s secondary schools. 2009 entry details will 
be advised shortly. 
Contact: Marisha Dorrance: marisha@canlaw.org.nz  

Happy Retirement Jenny!
After 35 years of dedicated service to Villa Maria, 
Mrs Jenny Dwyer has retired. Once known as 
‘Supergran’ on her motorcycle, she began with manual 
typewriters and a Gestetner (duplicator) “which would 
heave an audible sigh right before it splattered ink all 
over us!” laughs Jenny. Jenny became ‘Principal’s 
Secretary’ after the appointment of Mary Lynch as 
College Principal in 1992. Her daughters were Villa girls 

who later returned as staff - Sister Raylene RSM as the 
Mercy Chaplain for 10 years; and Melanie, who is still 
Arts Coordinator, and whose two daughters are Villa girls 
with another two of Jenny’s granddaughters pre-enrolled.

“I’ve been here so long that I need to get Villa out of my 
head but I will never get it out of my heart. I’m sure that 
my replacement, Stephanie Gandy, will do a great job,”  
says Jenny.Mrs Jenny Dwyer looks 

forward to the 
next chapter

After 111 years in the same building, the Sisters 
of St Joseph have moved to a smaller and warmer 
residence in Raynor Street, Temuka. The Sisters 
arrived in Temuka in 1883 and for 15 years they 
lived in a small cottage until the two-storey convent 
was built. The future of the historic convent building 
has not been settled, but it is hoped that the chapel 

where Blessed Mary MacKillop prayed will be able to 
be preserved. 2009 is the centenary of her death. 

Srs Lorraine and Collette have moved into their new 
residence and Sr Mary Ellen has retired 
to Auckland.

Srs Mary Ellen, Lorraine and Collette RSJ 
farewell the old convent

Sr M. Veronica Paget RSM 
Only two months off 100 years, Sr M. Veronica 
died on 22 March 2009, still living out the motto 
she took at her Profession:“Serve the Lord with 
Gladness”.  

Born in Christchurch she grew up in Roa 
on the West Coast - her mother dying when 
she was four years old.  She was professed in 
Hokitika on 6 January 1934 and was one of the 
first religious to teach in a state High School at 

Westland High. She was a highly qualified musician and even
 taught woodwork. 

She was awarded a QSM for community service around Hokitika  with 
Country Women’s Institute, Meals on Wheels, Greypower, Hospital and 
Parish visiting. In later years she lived at the Middle Park Senior Care 
Centre in Christchurch, preparing the Catholic community there for the 
visit of the priest and for Mass. May she rest in peace. 

Sr Veronica Paget RSM

Josh Toohey

Historic Temuka Convent Vacated

Their efforts didn’t make the TV news, but these 
three dozen students and young adults recently spent 
one wet and cold evening saving lives.  

They gathered to celebrate the Eucharist on Saint 
Catherine of Siena’s feast day at St. Mary’s, 
Manchester Street. “Fr Carl explained that 
St Catherine of Siena was an extraordinary saint who 
went against the grain of the culture and radically 
convinced the Pope to move back to Rome from 
France,” says Chelsea Houghton of CYT Youth and 
Young Adult Ministry. “Like her, the young people 
held the vigil for life not for themselves but for the 
life of God’s children.” 

After Mass the group walked peacefully through 
the pouring rain to the Lyndhurst abortion facility 
praying the Holy Rosary. Vigil organiser, Year 12 

student Chris Houghton, reflects, “as we stood 
silently outside the clinic I could feel the presence of 
the Holy Spirit among us”.  

Fr Carl Telford explains, “Some people confuse 
this peaceful, prayerful Vigil with judgmental 
protestation. Whereas protestors try to force change 
through strident confrontation, truly Christian 
witnesses place their hope in the power of God who 
alone can change hearts. Like Mary and John at the 
foot of the Cross, they stood in love and solidarity 
with the children who die alone and unwanted, 
witnessing to the sanctity of life.”

Family Life International has organised over 40 Vigils 
for Life since 1998. Join them for the next one, 

1pm Friday 14th August.

Youth Vigil Celebrates Life
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Schools

Ian and Suzanne Bell are delighted to have
Rory Patterson & Dominic Orr as the Catholic representatives

of Bell, Lamb and Trotter Funeral Directors Limited, assisting them to 
provide a caring, professional service that is a unique and fitting tribute, 

reflecting your loved one’s life, personality, beliefs and culture.
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Rob Brand:  Every day 
I think of Jesus and try to 

include him into my life as a 
friend, a mate. I like to think 
that Jesus is with me all the time, 
25 hours a day, 
enjoying me and 
forgiving me 

for whatever I 
choose to say 

or do. 

Hi my 
name is Felicity 
Windleborn. I took 
part in the 2007 RCIA as I 
had a vision of my husband , 
myself and our three children 
worshipping as a family. Little did 

I know that it was to be a life-changing experience. 
The more I listened, studied, prayed, worshipped, 
the deeper my relationship with God became. I feel 
proud to call myself a Catholic and feel a great sense 
of belonging to St Matthew’s family. “The family that 
prays together stays together.” 

Fr Paul Duncan congratulates the 
candidates and sponsors

Tony 
Mountford:  
Over recent years I 
have realised there was 
something lacking in me that 
was calling to be addressed. During  
my daughter’s preparation for first 

Holy Communiont it became clearer that it was my 
faith, or lack of it to be precise. It is  hard to put 

into words how I felt when Fr Rick placed his hand 
on my shoulder and welcomed me into the Catholic 

faith on Easter Saturday. It felt as if my load had been 
lightened. I can only think it was our Father.

How can I serve? 
First, be attentive to those whom you know who express an interest in the 
Church, in our patterns of Christian living. Be the bridge for those who are 
expressing an interest. Respond to their interests by listening and ask if they 
wish to meet with others who also have questions about the Church. Second, 
ask whether your parish or pastoral area has an active RCIA ministry. Learn 
more about the RCIA. Contact the Catholic Education Office and inquire 
into the next offering of the RCIA course, free of charge. Speak with 
your parish priest or pastoral worker about serving as a sponsor, 
catechist, godparent or hospitality minister to welcome those who 
come forward. 

Come to the Cathedral on the first Sunday of Lent 
and pray with and for those whom Bishop 
Barry calls to the Easter sacraments. 
Pray for those whom God is calling 
that we may respond to them 
with the love of Christ. 

RCIA - Burwood
Pentecost Sunday saw the conclusion of the first Rite 
of Christian Initiation process held in the parishes of 
Burwood and Mairehau.  Six parishioners from both 
parishes completed their Initiation at 
the Easter Vigil held in Our 
Lady of Fatima 
Church.   

Rite of Christian Initiation of Adults - Journey
RCIA

Vatican II restored 
the Catecumenate

Very seldom would someone interested in joining the 
Catholic Church undergo one-on-one instruction with 

a parish priest. Rather, the normative way the Church 
forms people in the faith is through the ministry of an 

RCIA team of parishioners and their parish priest. 
They explore the treasures, teachings and core beliefs 

of the faith with them. Second Vatican Council 
restored the Catechumenate; a gradual process 

which takes place within the community at 
each stage, reflecting with them on the 

paschal mystery - the life, death and 
resurrection of Christ Jesus - 

providing examples of Christian 
living and teaching, and 

how one responds to 
the promptings of 

the Holy Spirit. 
Rather 
than a 

St. Augustine issued 
the challenge 

to: “question 
the beauty 
of the earth, 
question the 
beauty of the 

sea, question 
the beauty of 

the air distending… 
question all these 

realities.” For all life begins 
with God, so too the Rite of 

Christian Initiation of Adults (RCIA). God’s 
action is the starting place and source of 

the process which leads one to 
membership in the Church. 

Discernment 
at every step
During the RCIA journey 
discernment is a prayerful 
process that helps one recognize 
and become more aware of the 
presence and action of God in one’s 
life. Catechesis is also at the core of the 
process. In presenting Catholic teaching in 
its entirety, it enlightens faith, directs the heart 
toward God, fosters participation in the liturgy, 
inspires apostolic activity and nurtures a life to be 
lived in accord with the Spirit of Christ. 

As their journey progresses, those who first asked their 
questions are then taught to share in the food of the Word of God, 
for this is the first meal with the whole assembly. The process invites 
them to foster a relationship with Jesus Christ, grow in a love for the 
Gospel, participate in the life of the community, join in the prayer of 
the Church and demonstrate our sense of mission and service for others. 
These foundational Christian markers reveal one’s readiness to celebrate the 
sacraments of initiation: Baptism, Confirmation and Eucharist. 

programme, which often focuses on 
a specific teaching or area of study, 

RCIA is a process which “takes as 
long as is necessary.” The RCIA 

team guides people through the steps 
toward initiation, marked by prayer 

with the community at each stage. 
This ministry may be adapted for 

children and youth. 

Just as in the early Church, 
admission to the catechumenate 
requires a personal conversion 

and a willingness to live according 
to the Gospel of Christ Jesus. 

Often, this journey begins with a 
neighbor, relative or colleague who 

asks a question or two of us. We, 
the members of the Church, are 

their doorway to feeding a spiritual 
hunger. There is no one path which 

leads one to the Church. We must be 
attentive if we are to assist them 

on their search for God. 

Feature:



5

Historic Vestments

Around the Parishes
Historic vestments that had lain in back 
cupboards are now on display in Sacred 
Heart Basilica, Timaru. Automatic lighting 
in a rejuvenated confessional now reveals 
the gold braid, velvet, satin, crotched 
lace and embodied tule of the beautiful 
vestments, imported from France and 
Ireland up to 90 years ago. Mavis Kennedy 
and Aileen Conroy set up the display with 
help from John Kunnen and Bernard 
Feely, partly as a forerunner to the Basilica 
centennial in 2011. 

Fr Peter Costello blesses a display

Fr Paul Duncan blesses the icon of the 
Mother of Tenderness before it was installed 
in the Blessed Sacrament Chapel of Our Lady 
of Fatima church, Mairehau. The beautiful 
icon was gifted to the Parish by Maureen and 
Kathleen Ahearn in honour of their mother, 
the late Dorothy Ahearn.

Christian Unity service 
Over 50 women responded to an invitation from the national 
committee of Church Women United Aotearoa New Zealand 
to a service to observe the World Week of Prayer for 
Christian Unity at St Mary’s, Manchester St in May. The 
service, led by Fr Carl Telford SM was jointly prepared by 
the Pontifical Council for promoting Christian unity and 
the Commission on Faith and Order of the World Council 
of Churches. The sermon given by Mr Michael Gormon, 
Christchurch City Missioner, addressed the day’s theme, 
“That they may become one in your hand.” (Ezekiel 37:17).

Ted Matthews is carried from St Patrick’s 
Notown Church, Shantytown near Hokitika, 
which is now a registered historic building 
thanks to his sustained efforts. Following his 
Requiem Mass held at St Mary’s, Manchester 
St., Christchurch, he is now laid to rest in 
Karoro Cemetery, Greymouth. A proud fifth 
generation West Coaster and noted historian, 
Ted was survived by his six children and wife 
Betty, co-author of “They Shaped Our Lives”, 
a collection of short stories about Coasters. 
May he rest in peace.

Foundation members of Christ the King 
parish, Burnside were surprised to 
hear the voice of their beloved founding 
priest, Father Seamus Clenaghan, on 
the phone from Northern Ireland on the 
weekend of 15-17 May. Over 2000 people 
had gathered to celebrate the parish’s 
50th Jubilee. “Financial difficulties in its 
early days paying back loans were met 
by an unsympathetic bank manager,” Fr 
Clenaghan said. The parish had to pay off 
£5000 per year, “but at the first Sunday 
Mass in March 1959, the collection came to 
only £8 6 shillings and 6 pence.”

A Mass for deceased parishioners was 
celebrated by Monsignor Bill Middleton, 
parish priest, with seven concelebrating 

priests who had previously served in the 
parish. Later guests shared a multi-cultural 
lunch in the parish centre.

“A jubilee cake of five tiers, representing 
the five decades of the parish was a focal 
point at the dinner”, said parishioner 
Merle Conaghan. The school, opened in 
March 1959, was originally under the care 
of the Sisters of the Sacred Heart and two 
Sisters of the Order, Sister Margaret D’Ath 
and Sister Monica McGivern, came from 
Auckland.

The Jubilee Mass was celebrated on Sunday 
by Bishop Barry Jones with Emeritus 
Bishops Meeking and Cunneen present. 

MC Peter Callanan and the Jubilee cake

Three Bishops present for Jubilee Mass

Christ the King Burnside 50th Jubilee

Historic Notown Church farewell to Ted Matthews

Mark Gregory, principal of St Joseph’s School, 
Papanui, trod the very back roads of Papua 
New Guinea in April to see where Caritas 
donations are being used. 

Since 2007 the New Zealand Catholic Primary 
Principals Association (NZCPPA) and Caritas 
have worked in partnership to provide funds 
to build new classrooms for a remote Catholic 
school in Rulna, PNG. About 90 Catholic 
primary schools have collectively raised 
approximately $46,000 over two years to fund 
this project.

After a one hour drive from Hagen in the 
Western Highlands Province, it’s another eight 

hour walk to get to the village. All building 
materials have had to be physically carried in 
on the mountainous walking track.  

Many of the children walk in bare feet up to 
two and a half hours to school each day.  
“This was a challenging but very rewarding 
experience and I am grateful to Caritas for the 
opportunity of meeting these special people 
and witnessing their dream of new classrooms 
for their children,” said Mark. On Friday 
3 July this year, Catholic primary schools 
throughout New Zealand will organise another 
mufti day to raise further funds to support the 
people of Rulna develop their school. 

Mark Gregory with PNG guides

Rulna, PNG children love their school

An 8 hour walk to visit school
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Friendly people - Expert Advice - Awesome Service
We will:  help you grow and protect your assets
  update your will
  discuss enduring powers of attorney
  form your family trust
  help you solve a legal case or represent you at Court

Cavell Leitch Pringle and Boyle
Level 15, Clarendon Tower
Cnr Oxford Terrace & Worcester Street

Telephone (03) 379 9940 
Fax (03) 379 2408 
Email cavell@clpb.co.nz,  www.cavell.co.nz

For further information contact
Michael Sweeney 
Clare O’Neill

Kerry Bourke (Billings Australia), Carmel Malone (FLI Christchurch), Sandra Martin (FLI 
Christchurch), Dr Cathy Black (FLI Christchurch), Dr Paula Cummings (Christchurch), Lynne 
Anderson (Billings Australia)

Once again this year the Diocese has $50,000 
to distribute from the Tindall Foundation. 
“Projects in support of those facing difficulty 
through the recession, including families 
and children, have a good chance of being 
successful,” says Murray Winder, Chairman 
of the Diocesan Welfare Committee. However, 
funds cannot be used for evangelical purposes 
or to purchase fixed assets. Contact Donna at 
Cathedral House, Tel: 366 9869. 
Applications close 31 August, 2009.

Four Christchurch women, including 2 
GPs, recently attended the WOOMB (World 
Organization Ovulation Method Billings) 
international conference in Melbourne 
with the theme Nature and Grace and the 
Billings Ovulation Method. The Billings 
method allows couples to understand and 
value their fertility and is suitable for 
every woman. Speakers from Chile, China, 
Malaysia and Australia put flesh and blood 

to the process with inspiring papers on the 
robust science and practical application of 
the Billings method. Christchurch now has 
four accredited authentic Billings method 
teachers.

Contact: John Paul II Centre for Life 
tel: 351 3227 

Students from Roncalli College, 
Timaru consider the issues at a Justice 
Leadership Day which Caritas ran 
for students from five of the Diocese’s 
colleges.

They looked into Caritas’ work for 
justice, peace and development here 
and abroad, at Catholic social teaching, 
and the students shared ideas on 
fundraising and 
awareness raising.

“Our aim is to encourage a Catholic 
response to justice issues through 
promoting leadership in Catholic 
schools,” says Catherine Gibbs, Caritas 
Education Coordinator.

More information at www.caritas.org.
nz/caritasjusticeceleadershipday Roncalli College students discuss justice

Tindall Foundation 
Grants Available Diocese now has 4 accredited Billings NFP Teachers

New book tells history of 
St Andrews, Timaru 
A book titled A History of St Andrews Catholic 
Church was launched on the 10th of May with 
about 150 past and present parishioners at a 
Mass celebrated by Father Peter Costello. The 
book tells the story of the church until 2003 and 
especially the Marist priests who served in and 
around Timaru. After Brian Daly (Centenary 
Chairman) Father Peter, Jim Anderson, Br. 
Pius SM and John Scott spoke. Joan Orr and 
Josie Towler cut the ribbon. 

Copies can be ordered from Brian and Ruth 
Lysaght, 94 Gleniti Road, Timaru for $27 
including postage. Tel. (03) 686 3009.

Leading the Way on Social Justice

rekindle the f ire

Presented in a Catholic context, the Celebrate 
Love seminar is a private experience open to 
married couples of any faith.

Christchurch
20 & 21 June, 2009

For more information or to register
www.celebratelove.com.au 

or Simon & Therese Roughan 
03 351 8002

love
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Adoration of the Blessed 
Sacrament

Up to 50 teenagers from several high schools 
have been gathering regularly for Adoration 
of the Blessed Sacrament.  St Bede’s College 
Year 13 student, Thomas Saywell, says “It’s 
a powerfully moving experience which I and 
many of my peers discovered on World Youth 
Day last year. We found it to be a relatively 
simple, yet effective way to bring Jesus into 
our daily lives.” 

“But for me the most powerful thing was the 
time afterwards when we all just socialised… 
these days it can be difficult finding other 
youth who share your faith.” says Thomas. “I 
believe that with the way our world is today … 
youth are looking for someone or something 
that is dependable, safe and comforting. They 
find it in the Catholic Church.” Other colleges 
will host the Adoration beginning with Marian 
College.

Coming Soon 

CYT Women’s Event 2009 For Women of All 
Ages – 7pm, 10 July 2009, St Gregory’s Parish 
Centre, Bishopdale. 

Guest speakers the Dominican Sisters of 
St Cecelia from Nashville, Tennessee will speak 
about “Dignity and Vocation of Women” at the 
first CYT women’s event. Currently resident 
in Sydney the Sisters spoke at the Witness 
conference and at World Youth Day 2008. 

Reflection
Farewell Father Ray Scott 
At the memorial Mass for Fr Ray Scott at 
Sacred Heart Parish, Addington on 19th May, 
Fr Allan Roberts, Parish Priest of St Mary’s 
Blenheim, reflected on Fr Ray’s spirituality. 
Here are some excerpts: 

“… I’m sure you know much about the 
hidden depths of this wonderful man whom we 
knew as Ru, Ray or maybe Scottie. I had the 
privilege of several hours with him after he 
arrived back in Christchurch. I read him the 
story of the Annunciation. At its conclusion 
there was a pause, then Ray said quite simply: 
“Amazing. It has nothing to do with what 
great men do, but what the simple 
God does.”

Ray told me how he had begun to really 
understand the importance of silence. He 
quoted the 4th Century Egyptian monk, 
Arsenius, “What is the way to God? Silence!”

Then, the guru aspect of Ray emerges: “As 
far as I’m concerned it’s all expressed in just 
four words he said: Abba, Iesua, Ruah and 
Myriam.”

‘Abba’, the affectionate term 	
Jesus used to address God, was 
the mystery he endeavoured to 
penetrate. His preaching, his 
counsel and the wisdom revealed 
something of this enormous love God 
has for us.

‘Iesua’. I said to Scottie that I called 	
him ‘Jesus’, but he said he would 
like to address him by his real name! 
The one whom the Father addressed 
as “My beloved Son, in whom I am 
well pleased”. It was the wounded 
Jesus who healed the world, and 
Ray would find his way to God 
through his own wounds and by 

Tennessee’s Dominicans

recognising his need for healing. Ray was 
fascinated with this mystery and he spoke 
often of the compassionate Christ, which 
is why he was such an excellent Confessor. 
He firmly believed the completeness of 
God is found when we discover God’s 
compassion.

Thirdly, there is ‘Ruah’, the wind, the 	
Spirit blowing where it will. We know that 
our own efforts to pray are very feeble, 
but we have great confidence in our belief 
that it is the Spirit who does the praying 
for us. We don’t need to worry about what 
we are to say, we just need to be there and 
let the Spirit work within us. I am sure 
that by understanding this, Ray came to 
appreciate the value of silence. It isn’t 
about what we achieve: it’s all about what 
God is doing for us.

When we appreciate this, we learn to 	
appreciate that great figure in salvation 
history, ‘Myriam’, or Mary as we call her. 
Mary knew how to listen, and in her silence 
the Word of God penetrated her so deeply, 
that she conceived the incarnate God. … 
Mary said in her reply to the angel: let 
what you have said be done to me. She said 
this because she understood that God was 
doing something here, but through her.

I’m not sure what Ray meant, when he used the 
word ‘simple’ in his statement, “… it’s all about 
what the simple God is doing.” I suspect he means 
that God works through us very ordinary people, in 
very ordinary ways. The more open we are to God, 
the greater is God able to work through us. Ray. … 
now it’s time for you to go and explore in the silence 
of eternity, Abba, Iesua, Ruah and Myriam. Go 
now to God and rest in peace.”

‘Arise’ Catholic Young Adults Conference 2009 
- St Bede’s College, Saturday 11 July, 2009

With the theme: “We have set our hope on 
the living God” this one-day conference for 
Catholic Young Adults (those aged 18 – 39) is 
being held at St Bede’s College. Join Bishop 
Barry Jones and 100 other young adults for 
the Tennessee Dominican Sisters plus keynotes 
talks, workshops, a Mass and dinner.  Contact 
Matt tel. 366-9869, or
moconnell@chch.catholic.org.nz or website 
www.cyt.org.nz. Registration forms in parishes 
or the CYT office. Early bird fee $27 including 
dinner if paid by 15 June. 

Adoration at St Bede’s College
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Divine Mercy Congress
Rich blessings are expected 
for those attending the Divine 
Mercy Congress in Samoa, 
15th - 20th July 2009. Contact 
Pat Barrett tel. 360 3606 or 
Monsignor Middleton, tel. 358 
2611 or www.divinemercy.ws

Alzheimers Care
Catholics who provide 
occasional day care for 
Alzheimers patients, or 
are interested in providing 
occasional day care for 
Alzheimers patients, are asked 
to contact Sr Deirdre Nelson, 
CHF tel. 960 8606.

Christchurch Dove Fellowship for 
Women is Celebrating 25 years: 

Adoration of the Blessed Sacrament 	
Saturday 11 July 1.30 – 3.30pm 
A Day with Fr John Rae SM. BYO shared 	
lunch. Saturday 8 August 
Annual retreat; 4-6 September, 2009. 	
Theme The Sound of the Dove is Heard in 
our Land.  

Contact: Anna Watson,  tel. 323-7780 
anzie@ihug.co.nz www.dove.org.nz  

Pilgrimage to the Holy Land and 
Rome 2010

Our Lady of Victories Parish, Sockburn, is 
organising a third pilgrimage, this time travelling 
to the Holy Land and Rome, 7 April - 10 May 
2010, with Fr John O’Connor as Spiritual 
Director. They welcome pilgrims from other 
parishes. Firm intention to travel needs to be made 
now to Mike or Suzanne Doolan tel: 342 9905 
mike.doolan@clear.net.nz

The Discernment Group for women 
interested in exploring a vocation to Religious Life 
meets every first Tuesday of the month 7.30pm at 
the Sisters of Mercy, Bishopdale. Especially for 
women interested in exploring through discussions, 
prayer and resource material. Contact Sr. 
Raylene, tel. 359-2212.

Joshua Men’s Fellowship, every second 
Wednesday, 7:15pm in St Joseph’s wing, Nazareth 
House, 220 Brougham Street.

Pastoral Planning Office
Parish councils and pastoral 
area councils being consulted 
about the permanent 
Diaconate 
Bishop Barry, through the Council of Priests, 
has instigated a process of consultation about 
the possibility of the permanent Diaconate for 
our Diocese. Vatican II restored the permanent 
Diaconate, which is part of Holy Orders.  As 
a permanent, separate Order, its use declined 
from the fifth century on.

The re-establishing of the permanent 
Diaconate at Vatican II was to provide a 
richness to the Church in the role of deacons. 
It was also to provide for sacred ministers 
in areas where there is a shortage. As with 
other ordained ministry the discernment of a 
vocation is the responsibility of an individual 
who may feel called, together with the 
discernment of the Church.

So what can a Permanent 
Deacon do?

A deacon may baptise.•	
He is an ordinary minister of Holy •	
Communion.  
He presides at Sunday celebrations •	
in the absence of a priest (he cannot 
celebrate the Holy Eucharist).
He may have pastoral care of •	
families; preparation for and 
celebration of Marriage or pastoral 
care of the sick, although he cannot 
celebrate the Anointing of the Sick.
May impart blessings.•	
May celebrate funeral rites and •	
burials (outside Mass).
His liturgical role is exercised at Mass •	
and he may preach the homily.
May include service in the •	
administration of goods and in the 

Church’s charitable activities. 
The bishop may give deacons the task •	
of cooperating with a parish priest in 
the parish or parishes entrusted to 
him.

A deacon can be an older married man 
and may work in a secular profession or 
occupation.  Any ordained deacon would 
undergo a comprehensive formation 
programme. Currently in New Zealand 
the Auckland and Hamilton Dioceses have 
permanent deacons, all of whom have part-
time ministry.

A discussion paper has been provided for 
parish and pastoral area councils to consider 
and make their responses. 

Saint John The Baptist 
scholarship

Jason McTague studying in his second year 
at Good Shepherd College and Frances 
Ogier, Anita Read and Angela Trolove all 
at the Catholic Discipleship College have 
won the inaugural “Saint John the Baptist 
Scholarship”. It is to assist the personal and 
theological formation of people from the 
Diocese of Christchurch to study full time at 
either Good Shepherd College or the Catholic 
Discipleship College in Auckland. There are 
up to five scholarships per year and applicants 
will demonstrate an existing commitment to the 

Catholic faith and connection to parish life. 
The scholarship might be offered annually. 
Contact the Pastoral Planning Office or 
www.chch.catholic.org.nz/scholarship 

Updated statistics document 
assists in planning
Recently the Diocesan Plan 2006 statistics 
were updated. A booklet will be distributed to 
parishes and pastoral areas, including:

Mass counts for parishes for the past •	
three years
2006 national census data•	
School rolls•	
Parish baptisms, confirmations and •	
marriages
Church seating capacity•	
Number of Sunday Masses•	
Clergy information and projections•	

The information will be useful for planning for 
the diocese, pastoral areas and parishes.

Sunday celebration in the 
absence of a priest 
A Sunday Celebration in the Absence of 
a Priest (previously known as Liturgy of 
the Word with Holy Communion) in no 
way replaces Sunday Mass. However, as a 
contingency lay people in each parish must 
be able to lead this liturgy in the case of 
emergencies.

A workshop is being organised by the Diocesan 
Liturgy Commission and the Pastoral Planning 
Office for the lay leaders approved to lead this 
emergency Celebration. It will be held firstly 
on Friday 3rd July at St Paul’s Dallington. 
More information is being sent to parishes.

Mike Stopforth
Bishop’s Deputy for the Pastoral Plan

Rosary House 
Catherine McAuley & ‘Mercy’: Sr Raylene 
Dwyer RSM. Sat 27th Jun 9.30am-3.30pm

Prayer and its engagement with 
Holy Scripture 
Fr Gerard Whiteford SM. Sat 11th July 10am 
- 3pm. $20. Bring lunch. Contact 379 1298

Frances, Angela, Anita and Jason


