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Arise Young Adults
“Arise 2009 was the best yet!” enthuses Chelsea Houghton from the CYT youth and young 
adult ministry. “It was difficult to choose which of the eight workshops to go to.” They 
included The Eucharist with Fr Paul Williamson SM, Silence with the Dominican Srs, 
Marriage with Suzi and Diggs DeGouveia, and Living the Faith with Anna and Genevieve. 

120 people registered for a day full of great food for the mind, body and soul at St Bede’s 
College. Keynote speaker, Sr Mary Rachel, spoke about the virtue of Hope. Mass was 
celebrated by Bishop Barry Jones, followed by pre-dinner drinks and nibbles and a great 
Dinner.  More: www.cyt.org.nz

Icon on tour
A life-size icon of 
St John Vianney, 
patron saint of 
Parish Priests will 
spend two months 
in Christchurch 
Diocese, arriving 
in Timaru on 31 
August. It travels 
north to eventually 
reside in Holy Cross 
Seminary, Auckland. 
It was written by 
Jenny Trolove from 
Oxford, currently 
studying at Catholic 
Discipleship 
College, supported 
by donations 
from priests. Fr 
John Adams, who 
is overseeing its 
movement, says 
“It will stay a week 
in South Canterbury, 
another on the West 
Coast, a week in 
North Canterbury 
and then the remainder in the Cathedral of 
the Blessed Sacrament.” This year is the 150th 
anniversary of his St John Vianney’s death. Full 
details and the schedule of events are available at 
www.chch.catholic.org.nz 

Catherine Boivin meets Sr Helena and Sr Vasineer, from the Little Company of Mary 

Felicity Markholm, Alister Castillo and 
Nick Collins discuss workshops

Anita Read from Catholic Discipleship 
College chats to Emilia Robinson 

“… I wanted to be there to see what all the 
fuss was about. I particularly liked the talks 
on hope and its importance in life, how to 
be a people of hope ... It was a fantastic 
conference and if i am around next year i will 
definitely be going again.” 
- Kerry Brunton
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Bishop’s column

 Two bedroom self-contained units
 Central to city living and close to shops
 Companionship, outings and activities
 Dining facilities available  

Independent living with 24 hour security

RETIREMENT VILLAGE 

Under the Patronage of the Roman Catholic Bishop of Christchurch.  
It is never too early to plan ahead for a comfortable secure lifestyle.  
Villas available. 

Open 1–4pm Monday-Friday or call 379-0357 for an appointment. 

Have you visited Maryville Courts Retirement Village? 
369 Manchester Street (Next to St Mary’s Church) Phone 379-0357 
Email info@maryvillecourts.org.nz Website www.maryvillecourts.org.nz

Experience quality of life in your active retirement years …

Registered under  
the Charitable  

Trusts Act (1957) 

St. John Vianney 

 

Schools

Ian and Suzanne Bell are delighted to have
Rory Paterson & Dominic Orr as the Catholic representatives

of Bell, Lamb and Trotter Funeral Directors Limited, assisting them to 
provide a caring, professional service that is a unique and fitting tribute, 

reflecting your loved one’s life, personality, beliefs and culture.

Pope Benedict, as well as giving us beautiful 
teaching about the fundamental importance of 
the ministerial priesthood, is also proposing 
to us the example of a particular priest - St. 
John Vianney, the parish priest of Ars, a village 
in France.  He was born near Lyons in 1786, 
the son of parents who were farmers, and who 
were also devout Catholics at a time when it 

was dangerous to practice the Faith. When 
John made his First Holy Communion, for 
instance, hay carts were drawn up before 
the windows of the house to prevent people 
knowing that Mass was being celebrated.  

His studies for the priesthood were 
somewhat protracted, due to his struggle 
with Latin and call to military service. He 
was ordained in 1815 and, two years later, 
became the Curé of Ars, a remote village 
of 250 souls.  His Bishop told him, on 
appointing him, that there was little love 
for God there and he was the one to put it 
there. He stayed there for the rest of his life; 
for forty one years.  

His pastoral zeal saw him visiting his 
people, preaching and giving catechism 
lessons, providing for girls in distress by 
an orphanage he established, encouraging 
devotion to Christ in the Holy Eucharist, 
and most of all, celebrating the Sacrament 
of Penance. This he did for as many as 16 

hours each day, seven days a week, because of 
the numbers of people who came to him from 
near and far.  

He himself did many penances for those 
who came to confession to him and he knew 
the opposition of Satan to his ministry. His 
humility saw him sign a petition for his own 
removal from office for incompetence - and 
also to his agreeing by letter with a priest who 
criticised him for incompetence as a confessor.  

He understood the priestly ministry to be 
everything, and his own worthiness to exercise 
it as nothing. He died on August 4, 1859 and 
was canonised in 1925 and declared the patron 
of parish clergy.  Pope Benedict intends 
declaring him the patron of all priests. 

UBarry Jones
Bishop of Christchurch

From the Editor
Being The Change
Mahatma Ghandi’s timeless challenge to “Be the change you want 
to see in the world” was a powerful theme at the recent Catholic 
Schools convention. This triennial event drew representatives 
from 85% of our primary and 90% of our secondary schools to 
Wellington. Over 1000 of us came together, drawn by the Spirit 
and deep care for our children.

Almost all schools in our diocese were there, some presenting 
workshops. One of the more memorable moments was the social 
time when Bishop Barry shouted the adult attendees (the students 
were bussed across town to have their own fun). The common bond 
of Special Character that justifies our schools existence was ripe 
during this time together. 

As conferences go, it was a remarkable success: professional, full 
of good humour, timely advice, sacrament and scripture, and real 
compassion. These are also the qualities we seek in our priests and 
religious, some of whom we profile in this issue. They support us 
on our own journeys of faith. Let us support them. May the Spirit 
help us all to be willing to be the change. 

Gerard Duignan 

Roncalli’s New Principal
From the Massachusetts 
to Timaru, Chris 
Comeau has come a 
long way to take on 
the role of Principal at 
Roncalli College. He 
relinquishes his post 
as deputy rector at St 
Bede’s College in Term 
IV, 2009. 
His previous roles are 
diverse: Secondary 

By Liam Hockings

The door is open, the hearth and hearts are 
warm, but too few are coming inside. The 
Little Company of Mary is looking for friends 
to make use of their wonderful nearly-new 
facility at 442 Durham Street. Nestled behind 
the Southern Community Laboratory is a state 
of the art facility with a very familiar name: the 
Mary Potter Community Centre. Its namesake 
was an Englishwoman with an exceptional love 
for Jesus and for the poor. Her ministry of care 
and prayer in union with Mary the Mother of 
Jesus for the suffering and especially the dying, 
began in Nottingham, England, and has spread 
throughout the world. Now Srs Helen Barry 
and Helena Kearns LCM strive to carry out 
the Charism of their Venerable Foundress in 
Christchurch.

The Community Centre was built in 2006 
following the sale of the famous Mary Potter 
Hospital. As well, 13 low cost rental villas for 
independent over 60’s were built in Durham 
Street, bringing up the number of villas to 28. 

“The centre is there not only for Residents 
here but also for others living alone,” say 
the Srs. “People of all faiths or none are 
welcome, especially older people and those 
living alone. We can arrange transport if 
required.”

Most popular with the regulars amongst 
a range of activities, recreation and 
entertainment are the gentle exercises. Please 
phone Cathie Breen (activities coordinator) 
or the Srs if you’re aware of people living 
independently who would welcome some 
company and cheer during the week.

Mission statement:
We seek to create and provide a warm, 
caring, safe and homely environment where 
the individuality of each person is valued and 
respected. In the spirit of our Founder Mary 
Potter we seek to make her words our own:

“There is no greater power in life than love.”

“Love alone inspires us to service” – Mary Potter

Exercise Class

Mary Potter Community Centre’s 
famous roses

Tutor / Programme Coordinator at the 
NZ Graduate School of Education in 
Christchurch, which took him around 
a wide range of colleges; two decades 
teaching at High Schools in the US, 
Papanui High and St Bede’s; and 
voluntary missionary work with Native 
Americans in Northern Quebec. Chris 
believes “education is about enabling 
staff and students to become the best 
possible version of the person God 
created them to be.”

St Thomas of Canterbury 
features in 
Social Justice Week

L-R Matthew Elia, Caleb Reweti, 
Josh Maclean

The Restorative Justice programme at St Thomas of Canterbury 
College features in resources for NZ schools for this year’s Caritas 
Aotearoa New Zealand Social Justice Week (13-19 September). 
The college’s programme, now in its fourth year, has the wide 
support of students, teachers and their families.

“It seems a contradiction in terms to be a Catholic school and not to 
be practicing restorative justice,” says Principal Christine O’Brien. 
Restoring relationships is the pathway to good learning for all its 
students. The programme encourages positive male development, 
helping boys to become more comfortable in using appropriate 
vocabulary when expressing their feelings. “Its one of the best things 
to have happened at our school because it has helped friends stay 
together. Friendships have not been destroyed when some actions 
went too far,” says Head Boy Josh Maclean.

Contact: Caritas 0800 22 10 22 www.caritas.org.nz 

Chris Comeau, 
Principal 
Roncalli College
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Around the ParishesNews
‘Catholics helping Catholics’ was the theme for 
over 60 delegates from around New Zealand at 
the 140th anniversary meeting of the Hibernian 
Catholic Benefit Society at the Commodore 
Hotel, Christchurch, in July. 

Sunday morning Mass at Christ the King was 
filled to over-flowing when Fr. John Adams 
presented Office holders with their collars, 
reminding them of the illustrious history of 
the Society. It was founded on the West Coast 
during the gold rush years to support the early 
Irish settlers with financial assistance. Ray 
Morris, secretary of St. Patrick’s 82 Branch 
reflects, “In recent times this benevolence has 
been continued to support members and their 
families”.

Earlier Fr John gave advice on how to promote 
the many benefits that the Society could offer 
to Catholic families. At the evening dinner a 
raffle by Dunedin members raised over $1200 
for the Pat Curran Memorial Trust to support 
students in the Seminary. Delegates also visited 
the Historic Lodge hall at Ferrymead.

Contact: Ray Morris, Tel. 358 3162.  
b.m.morris@xtra.co.nz 

“In the beginning was the Word”…. and it 
was in the name of the Word that the Srs of 
Mercy established a library in Christchurch in 
1985. Unfortunately the library must vacate 
its current home in the Mercy Administration 
building, 375 Manchester Street. Meanwhile 
Bishop Barry has formed a working party to 
examine the options for a possible Diocesan 
Library.

The Mercy Library houses approximately 
6,000 books spiritual, religious and theological 
matters - not always available in public 

libraries. Plus many DVDs, 
videos and CDs.

Sr Helen Knight, the 
founding librarian, brought 
the collection together 
after the closure of large 
convents. Initially it 
was located at St Mary’s 
Convent until the buildings 
were demolished in 1993. 
Then it moved to the former 

Mary Potter Chapel in Caledonian Road and 
the post of librarian was taken over by Sr 
Dora Aynsley. Others librarians included Sr 
Elizabeth Kelly and the current one, Sr Hilary 
Swanson. 

“Volunteers have been invaluable in the daily 
workload - library users and the Srs will 
remember, particularly, the important role 
filled by Ms Ann Just”, says Sr Hilary. 

The library provides a quiet, reflective, 
prayerful atmosphere. Comfortable armchairs 
and an ever-ready cup-of-tea - the legacy of 
Mercy Founder Catherine McAuley - add to 
the relaxed atmosphere. Clients are not just 

seeking to enrich their lives by spiritual 
reading, but some also confide their 
troubles and innermost feelings. There’s 
unity in our belief in God, irrespective on 
Church denominations.

“One enthusiastic lady, after describing 
at length how to make a certain pastry, 
decided that we just didn’t understand so 
she finally left”, Sr Hilary recalls. “In no 
time she returned carrying bowl, flour, 
rolling pin and other ingredients and 
proceeded to clear our table of books, 
files, cards, etc. With sleeves rolled up 
away she went, demonstrating her skill. We 
looked on in awed silence!” Another lady 
who wished to demonstrate her skill as a 
flautist performed three miniature classical 
concerts.  

As Sr Pauline O’Regan has expressed it, 
”The written word is an important means 
of evangelisation”.  Another long-time 
borrower writes, “It is more than a library. 
It is a sacramental room blessed by God 
and His Mother”.

Fr John Morrison, right, blesses the war memorial wall - salvaged 
from the old War Memorial Baths – at the grand opening of 
the $11 million Grey District Aquatic Centre. With him are Rev. 
Marge Tefft and Greymouth Mayor Tony Kokshoorn.

Our Lady of Fatima
His mother Mary and brother Anthony 
celebrate Fr Paul Duncan’s 30th anniversary 
of Ordination at Our Lady of Fatima church on 
2 August 2009

St Patrick’s Parish, Lincoln
St Patrick’s Parish Lincoln first communicants 
(L-R) Hamish Allison, Fr Frank Kelly, Stephanie 
Ems, Joseph  Wilkinson, Hannah Allison, Tane 
Knowler, James O’Brien, Oliver Wilkinson, 
Margaret Rea, Jessica Swarbrick, Jamie 
Swarbrick.

 

Hanmer Springs
Monica Smith, a parishioner of St Roch’s Parish, 
Hanmer Springs, celebrates her 90th birthday 
and 57 years of involvement in the parish, after 
a Mass celebrated by Fr Kevin Foote.

Fr. Dominique Faure of the Community 
of St. John, spiritual director to 
Mother Teresa’s Srs around the world, 
recently spoke at Kolbe House on 
a Philosophy of friendship. He said 
real friendship is “attraction to the 
goodness of another.” In friendship we 
learn more about ourselves, “finding 
through someone else’s eyes that we 
are unique and special.” Put simply, 
“Friendship develops the virtues.” 

Later, he said Mother Teresa said that 
“when you go on mission … go with 
the intention to give, and you leave 
with a gift.” Her advice: “Love Jesus 
and let Jesus love you.”

Ken Joblin, Tertiary Team Leader

Hibernians inspect the Ferrymead Lodge Hall

Hibernian national President Ian Bailey cuts the 
140th anniversary cake

Historic Hibernians National Gathering

Mercy Library Future In Doubt

Sr Hilary Swanson RSM, Librarian, with past and 
present volunteers, Sr Hilary, Joan Rollo, 
Barbara Te Miha, Jeanette McKee, Margot Rhodes.

Blessing New Greymouth Pool

Sr. Teresa O’Connor, RSM: 60 Years a Sr of Mercy

Sr Teresa O’Connor

Year of St Paul Closes

Recently Holy Family parish Burwood 
acknowledged a lived witness to the 
commandment to love one another.  

In 1973 Srs of Mercy Teresa O’Connor, 
Pauline O’Regan and Helen Goggin decided 
to move out of the convent to live among 
the people of Aranui. This rather radical 
decision was a response to the call of Vatican 
II to renewal and to live more in the spirit 
of the order’s founder Venerable Catherine 
McAuley.  

As the Srs began their new calling in Aranui, 
the North East Parish was just developing. 

The Church of the Holy Family opened 
in October 1973 and Father Kevin Burns 
appointed priest. Four years later Srs Colleen 
McBride and Marie McRae joined Sr Teresa. 
Whenever they saw a need in the parish or the 
neighbourhood, it was often Sr Teresa who 
looked for parishioners who would help to get a 
new group started. She would set up a system of 
co-leadership, and when things were going well 
she quietly withdrew. By 1985 there were over 
40 different groups in the parish and a booklet 
called Living Here was written, recounting this 
journey. Srs. Pauline and Teresa also wrote 
I Can Change Anything! (but not on my own) 
and Community - Give it a go.

Fr Dominique Faure

(L-R) Mike Luxford, chair of the Parish Council, Fr Miles O’Malley 
and Bishop Barry Jones at Mass on 28 June, St Paul’s Dallington 
feast day, when the Pauline Year was officially closed. During 
the year the parish had sponsored public lectures by Fr John 
Broadbent, Church historian; Professor John Simpson, Canterbury 
University; Dr Kevin Waldie, SM, national seminary, Auckland; and 
Norah Southern and Sr Elizabeth Mackie OP about the travels of 
St Paul. 
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Feature

‘Fisher of Men’

Fr Michael Pui priest, photographer, salmon 
fisherman and all round busy man is a convert 
to Catholicism. Prior to joining the priesthood 
he had a successful career as a programme 
manager in the Foundation of Research, 
Science and Technology. He helped make 
decisions on which research to fund, which 
set the direction science and technology would 
take in Aotearoa / New Zealand. 

Through this time he struggled with the call he 
felt to become a priest – could he relinquish 
a career and a secure financial future? It was 
a huge challenge – to give up a life he was 
familiar with and step out into the unknown. 
How would he survive? With some misgivings 
he let go and walked into a completely new life.

He entered into study at Good Shepherd 
House, went on to the seminary at Mosgiel, 
and then to Rome to study theology – in 
Italian!! He was ordained on his return to 

He had been working 
in a government office 
for three years after 
leaving school when, one 
day, Fr Tony Bergin SM 
asked Bede O’Gorman 
a  regular parishioner 
at St Mary’s Manchester 
Street, if he had ever 
thought of joining the 

priesthood. What a question!! 
He had a career and was 

earning a good income. Did he want to give that 
up? What would his future be?

After much thought, the young Bede O’Gorman 
approached his employer who granted him 12 
months leave of absence from his job. Bishop 
Lyons accepted him as a candidate for the 
priesthood and in 1945 he entered Mosgiel 
Seminary. Surprised that he survived the first 
year, he decided to stay and was ordained in 
July 1951.

Addington was the first parish he served in 
and he loved it. Very similar to St Mary’s, 
it had a real community spirit for as well as 
worship, the parish offered other activities like 
scouts and sports. The young priest felt very 

Christchurch and is now the Parish Priest at 
Kaiapoi.

Life as a priest, he says, has given him the 
remarkable freedom from the ownership of 
‘things’. A life reliant on God’s goodness has 
allowed him the insight to see the reality of 
life as it’s meant to be rather than the plastic, 
consumer society many pursue. Fr Michael 
has a busy daily schedule with never a dull 
moment as he deals with the many calls on his 
time as a priest.

In his spare time he loses himself in 
photography. As a child he developed film in 
his own darkroom. Today with the technology 
available that darkroom isn’t necessary. 
Anyone who has seen his photos in the 
newspapers or in photographic exhibitions, 
cannot help but be moved by the images he 
presents them with. Through his lenses we 
have the opportunity to stop and appreciate 
the beauty of the earth in all its seasons and 
moods.

He loves salmon fishing and has had some 
good catches. One day while casting off the 
Kaiapoi River mouth, a man approached 
who was very curious about Fr Michael’s 
profession. To satisfy this curiosity, he gave 

The Sacred Heart of Jesus

him the opportunity of five guesses. The first 
guess was a doctor to maybe a member of a 
multi-national company. The last guess was that 
maybe he was a drug dealer? 

And how does Fr Michael see himself? He sees 
an ordinary person with all the ordinary flaws 
and shortcomings who works hard to take the 
faith to the people. As a convert, he is always 
very sensitive to where others are on their own 
faith journey, but he is zealous, too, in his 
dedication to God.

He possesses an engaging, infectious sense 
of humour and a relaxing and approachable 
manner. Necessary requisites for his dedicated 
vocation I would think!    Barbara Te Miha 

Fr Michael Pui and salmon No 5 
for season - Waimakariri 17.5lb, 
17 March 2008

well supported by everyone. Seven students 
were accepted for Mosgiel from Addington 
Parish during this time. Fr Bede also became 
chaplain for the Burnham Army CMT Unit.

Soon he moved on to Ross, Hanmer and 
Rakaia and this was followed by a stint of 
duty as chaplain to the American Air Force 
in Antarctica. In 1968 he became chaplain 
at the RNZAF base at Wigram, replacing the 
outgoing chaplain, Fr Charles Cooper. Shortly 
after, he moved to Singapore where he stayed 
for two years as a chaplain attached to the 
NZ Army. This was a new and very different 
experience but rewarding in its comradeship 
and commitment.

Returning to New Zealand he became co-
pastor at the Burnside Parish with Fr Colin 
Curnow. He remembers this time as one of 
expansion in the local diocese. About the 
same time he followed Mons. Gerry O’Connor 
as police chaplain – a position he held for 
27 years. Later he returned to Addington 
then went on to become Parish Priest at St 
Matthews in Bryndwr where he was elevated 
to the rank of Monsignor. In 1993 he received 
a Civic Award from the Christchurch City 
Council for his services to the community.

Today Mons. O’Gorman is retired and living at 
Nazareth House.

When asked how he views the priesthood and 
his vocation, he pointed us toward St Paul, the 
example of a man taken from the people to treat 
with people in the things that apertain to God. 
He compares the Kingdom of God to a sheepfold 
with the priest as a shepherd with the flock’s 
well-being at heart, praying with, and for them 
in their needs. Mons. O’Gorman is a parish 
orientated priest. That is where he sees the most 
important work of the priesthood.

The chaplaincy positions he held became 
milestones in his life. They were times of 
privileged trust, great friendship and loyalty. 
Priests are well received in the services, helped 
by the past foundations laid, both in peace 
and war.

Asked about his interests, he admits to being a 
social golfer. He enjoys the company of friends 
but I’m not really sure about Michael Jackson’s 
music. What I am sure about is that he is a warm 
and convivial host who makes a great cup of tea. 
A man with an affinity with the people.

Barbara Te Miha

Geraldine’s well-loved pastors

A Shepherd Priest

Prayer For Priests
‘Faithfulness of Christ, faithfulness 
of Priests.” Curé of Ars, St John 
Vianney. 

Most gracious heavenly Father, 

We thank you for our faithful 
priests and bishops, whose spiritual 
fatherhood and example of fidelity, 
self-sacrifice, and devotion is so vital 
to the faith of your people. May our 
spiritual fathers be guided by the 
example of St John Vianney.  Give 
them valiant faith in the face of 
confusion and conflict, hope in time 
of trouble and sorrow, and steadfast 
love for you, for their families and 
for all your people throughout the 
world. May the light of your Truth 
shine through their lives and good 
works. May they generously impart 
knowledge and understanding to 
those who rely on them. Through 
Christ our Lord. Amen.

On Good Shepherd Sunday a 
large gathering of parishioners 
reminisced at the unveiling of a 
new photo gallery of past priests, 
who have served in Geraldine over 
the last 140 years. Amazingly all 
have been included, except the first 
resident parish priest, Fr. Keane 
who served from 1884-1886.  

Geraldine Wall 
Of Honour

In this Year for Priests we give thanks for the 
vocations of the wonderful priests and religious 
in our own diocese and pray for our seminarians 
and for future vocations. Let us, as the lay 
faithful, take up Pope Benedict’s challenge of 
being “co-responsible” for the Church, which 
can only enhance the ministerial priesthood. 

At the Last Supper, the Council of Trent defined 
as a dogma of faith, Jesus ordained the Apostles 
priests of the New Testament. This priesthood 
is not just an office or appointment like being 
elected a member of Parliament. It imprints a 
permanent and immovable mark upon the soul, 
a priestly “character”, just as the Christian 
“character” is given permanently at Baptism.

Year For Priests Begins
The Feast of the Sacred Heart on Friday 19th 
June was a fitting occasion for the opening of the 
Year for Priests.  In our Diocese simultaneous 
celebrations occurred at the Cathedral of the 
Blessed Sacrament, Christchurch, Sacred 
Heart, Timaru and St Patrick’s, Greymouth.

Each venue used the same liturgy which 
included Evening Prayer of the Church. 
Everywhere there was a good representation 

of lay faithful joining with their priests to 
celebrate the opening. In Christchurch, at 
the beginning of Bishop Barry Jones’s homily 
he noted: 

“The Holy Father wants the role and the 
mission of the priest to be better understood, 
both in the Church and in society. He also 
wants priests to realise how important it is 
for them to be holy. He knows well, as we all 
know, that if priests are not holy, it means 
trouble for the Church and trouble for the 
people of the Church”.

St John Vianney (the Curé of Ars and patron 
saint of parish priests) is being held up as 
a model in this Year of the Priest. At the 
conclusion Bishop Barry blessed a chapel 
that contains a relic of the saint. This chapel 
will be a place of prayer throughout this 
Year for Priests.

“Another bad habit which is very common 
in homes and among working people is 
impatience, grumbling, and swearing. Now, 
my children, where do you get with your 
impatience and your grumbling? Do your 
affairs go any better?” from a homily by St. 
John Vianney - the Curé of Ars

Monsignor Bede 
O’Gorman
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These orphan boys and girls’ parents 
died of AIDS. They live in poverty with 
relatives on the outskirts of Lusaka 
in Zambia.

Retired Catholic teacher, Edna 
Choonga, took pity on them and used her pension to make concrete blocks and erect a one room 
school - the Dedama Community School. Now there are four very basic classrooms built by local 
people. This struggling school receives no government funding and the teachers are volunteers. 

Edna and volunteers provide a simple daily lunch for 100 bare footed children over an open 
fire in the school yard. You and your parish are invited to pay for a cooking room to cook more 
hygienically out of the rain and blistering sun. 

Contact: Fr Chris Friel Missionz Timaru, 
or: Missionz P O Box 12322 Wellington 6144     

No  Parents. No School. No Shoes Schools

Finally ready: St Mary’s Hokitika pupils enjoy their beautiful new 
mural on an old squash court wall. Karen Payne, principal says “It 
has been a work in progress since 2005. Thanks to children’s input 
it captures the experiences and values a Year 8 St Mary’s student 
leaves with.”

Smiles of Victory. Bethney Pattie, Gabrielle Macgregor and Shannon 
Wallace from St Joseph’s School, Pleasant Point, winners of the Year 
7 and 8 Otago Daily Times Extra! Central South Island Spelling Quiz 
held in Timaru.

“We both can’t quite believe just how much we 
gained from the weekend”, said Jo and Chris 
Sutcliffe from Papanui after another successful 
Celebrate Love weekend for married couples at St 
Gregory’s Parish Centre, Bishopdale. “It is not 
an understatement to say we have totally changed 
the way we feel about each other”, they added. 

Presenters Theresa and Russell Madden, Suzi 
and Diggs de Gouveia, and Therese and Simon 
Roughan shared the leadership. The weekend 
gave the couples an opportunity to experience the 
unique relationship God has planned for them 
and to grow in their love for each other. Another 
is planned for the end of 2010. 

Attendees celebrate their love together

St Mary’s, Hokitika St Joseph’s, Pleasant Point

Invitation - If you’re living alone, come and enjoy 
social interaction with other seniors.

442 Durham Street North, 
behind Southern Community Laboratory

New web site www.lcmSrs.org 
Tel. 372 9224 Email lcm.chch@xtra.co.nz

MONDAYS 

10:15 am - Morning tea / 
activities

12:45 pm - Soup and rolls 
lunch followed by music 

TUESDAYS

10:15 am - Morning tea / 
activities

1:30 pm - Movietime

THURSDAYS

10:00 am - Morning tea 

10:30 am - Gentle exercises

1:30 pm - Housie

Celebrate Love Weekend

Marian College attendees at NZ Catholic 
Education convention, L-R Makerita Rodger, 
Megan Emery, Gerard Duignan, Sneha 
George, John Morgan, Julie Walters

Stories of growing up as Catholics were 
shared by attendees at a popular seminar 
at this year’s NZ Catholic Education 
Convention, in Wellington at the end of July. 
Sr Raylene Dwyer RSM, Fr Simon Eccleton 
from St Joseph’s Parish Papanui, and Mark 
Gregory and Erin Kreft from St Joseph’s 
School jointly explained how they deliver 
a successful Forming the Faith Together 
programme for parents of new pupils at 
the school. (See letter, right)

Elsewhere, over 1000 delegates at the 
conference were encouraged to “Be the 
change” by taking action to become better 
educators and to contribute their faith, 
values and Catholic understandings to a fast 
changing world. 

Keynote presenter Professor Gerald Grace 
addressed “Challenges to Catholic Schools 

Mark Gregory explains Forming 
Faith Together

Forming Faith Together at Catholic Education 
Convention 2009

Internationally and in New 
Zealand” Another highlight was a 
live video link from Dublin with 
Professor Michael Paul Gallagher 
who discussed “Forming a 
Christian Imagination”.

Bishop Barry Jones hosted a social 
gathering for about 80 delegates, 
representing nearly every school in 
our Diocese.

The bishops’ representative on the 
New Zealand Catholic Education 
Office Board, Bishop Peter 
Cullinane of Palmerston North, 
noted that the Convention was “an 
experience of what happens for 
each when our concern is for all”. 

Dear [Parent]

In these changing times, we know that it is so important for our 
children to be nurtured with strong values and a deep sense of 
their own dignity and purpose in life.  In our wider community, 
that responsibility is often left to the parents of each child. 
In our Catholic tradition we know that “it takes a village to raise 
a child”. Of course parents are the first and most important 
teachers of their children. However, parents need and deserve 
the support of our wider community in their task of forming 
well-rounded young people who know they are loved by God, 
and who are equipped to live the faith they have received. 
Today we are writing to all parents who have children starting 
at St Joseph’s School this year. We want to invite you to a special 
one-night programme called “Forming Faith Together”. 
At this meeting we will consider the inter-relationship between 
school, parish and family. Each has its unique responsibilities, 
but together we can support each other so that our children 
may truly achieve the potential given them by God. 
Date:  
Time:  7.00 to 9.00pmPlace:  St Joseph’s Parish Centre, PapanuiWe look forward to seeing you then.

Sincerely in the Lord,

Fr Simon Eccleton, Parish Priest  
Mark Gregory, Principal

Mary Potter Sr Helen & Sr Helena discuss timetable

Over 4 weeks we will travel to London, Paris, 
Lisieux, Lyon, Ars, Carcasonne, Lourdes. 

Then off to a region of Spain for Days in the 
Diocese, and Madrid for WYD week, followed by 
a Post-WYD Retreat in Spain. Then off to Venice, 
Florence, Rome and the Vatican. 

Cost: around $6000 includes airfare, 
accommodation, travel by coach.

To attend WYD2011 you will need:

- To be over 18 in July 2011

World Youth Day 2011 – Madrid Spain 
Christchurch Diocesan Pilgrimage

- To travel for the whole 
pilgrimage with Christchurch 
Diocese, not join part way

- To make a financial 
contribution in 2010

The logo designer, José Gil-Nogués, 
explained that the image symbolizes “youth 
of the whole world united to celebrate their 
faith together with the Pope, at the foot 
of the cross, and they form the crown of 
Our Lady of Almudena, patron of Madrid. 
Like youth of the 21st century, it is close, 
friendly, open, joyful, carefree and positive.

“The crown,” Gil-Nogués added, “forms the 
‘M’ of Mary and of Madrid. And the cross, 
symbol of Christianity, presides over 
the event.”

New WYD2011 logo 
launched

What you need to do now to attend WYD2011:

Start Saving! Register your interest on the CYT 
website. Let your parish know you want to go and 
find out your parish/pastoral area’s plan.
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Friendly people - Expert Advice - Awesome Service
We will:  help you grow and protect your assets
  update your will
  discuss enduring powers of attorney
  form your family trust
  help you solve a legal case or represent you at Court

Cavell Leitch Pringle and Boyle
Level 15, Clarendon Tower
Cnr Oxford Terrace & Worcester Street

Telephone (03) 379 9940 
Fax (03) 379 2408 
Email cavell@clpb.co.nz,  www.cavell.co.nz

For further information contact
Michael Sweeney 
Clare O’Neill

News
The country’s Catholic bishops say New 
Zealand’s current rate of imprisonment is 
unaffordable, does not bring healing to victims 
or opportunities for reform for offenders, and 
does not result in a safer community. 
 
Parishes have been sent material prepared by 
Caritas – the bishops’ social justice agency – for 
the Catholic Church’s Social Justice Week in 
September. The timely focus is on Catholic social 
teaching on criminal justice and reconciliation.

Catholic Bishops: Reconciliation Should Drive Justice Minister’s Vision
The bishops have responded to Justice 
Minister Simon Power’s comment that, “We 
need to act in a way that produces real and 
enduring change.” They say that restoration 
and reconciliation should be the key principles 
underpinning and guiding criminal justice, 
which would help to create a safer society 
for everyone.
 
In 1989 the bishops predicted that unless 
there was a change in responses to crime, 
New Zealand was heading to be the most 
imprisoned society in the Western world. 
Twenty years later, it has reached the number 

two position, second only to the United States. 

They argue that underlying public calls for 
longer sentences and harsher treatment of 
prisoners is a punitive approach based on 
attitudes of revenge and retribution.  “What is 
needed,” they say, “is a wider understanding 
and awareness of the human and financial cost 
of our current ways of responding to crime.”  

Read ‘Revenge or Reconciliation’, the recent 
statement on imprisonment:  

http://www.catholic.org.nz/
statements/0907prison.php

Meeting for the Mission 
and Message of Mercy
There have been exciting developments with regard 
to the promotion and understanding of Divine Mercy 
in the Oceania region and consequently for New 
Zealand. In July several parishioners from Christ 
the King, Burnside, attended the first Oceanian 
Apostolic Congress on Mercy (OACOM), held 
in Apia, Samoa, including Alex Bailey, Natasha 
Hodgetts (youth co-ordinators), Pat and Anna-
Marie Barrett, and Msgr Bill Middleton, (Parish & 
Spiritual Director for Divine Mercy for Christchurch 
Diocese). 

Springing from the World Apostolic Congress 
on Mercy convened in Rome in 2008 (see www.
worldapostoliccongressonmercy.org ) this was one of 
many conferences held throughout the world this year.  

A New Zealand Apostolic Congress on Mercy will be 
held in 2010, which is being co-ordinated by our own 
Pat Barrett: Tel. 359 2087  info@divinemercy.co.nz  

L to R - Archbishop Alapati Lui Mataeliga (Diocese of 
Samoa), Pat Barrett, Fr Patrice Chocolski (General 
Coordinator & Secretary WACOM), Priest from Lyon, 
France, Msgr Bill Middleton, (Parish & Spiritual 
Director for Divine Mercy for Christchurch Diocese)

Survey To Set Directions For Youth For Next 5 Years
It asked: 

Who are the young people in our communities, 
schools and parishes? 

What are we doing as a diocese to meet the 
three goals in Tu Kahikatea, the New Zealand 
Bishop Conference framework for Catholic 
ministry with Young People. And where are the 
gaps?

“I believe it is time to reflect upon the needs of 

young people and review what is being provided 
for them by the Diocese,” says Clare Dooley, 
Director.  With the 
information gathered 
CYT plans to propose 
4 focus areas for youth 
ministry. She adds, “we 
will then put together a 
plan on how we can work 
together to achieve the 
desired outcomes.”

We are all familiar with Matthew 25, where 
Jesus says unequivocally: “I was in prison and 
you visited me.” What we too often forget is the 
other side of the story. Jesus also said: “I was 
in prison and you did not visit me… As long as 
you did it not to one of these least…” And we 
all know where those who failed the test ended 
up.

What can we do about it? Most of us are not 
able to ‘visit’ a prison. But …. we can all pray. 
In conjunction with the Caritas Social Justice 
Week focus for this year, an Adopt-a-Cell 
project is being launched. Those who want to 
fulfil their obligation under Matthew 25 are 
invited to focus prayer on a particular cell in a 
specified unit in one of our prisons. 

A prayer card with the allocated cell is 
available from: The Senior Catholic Prison 
Chaplain, P O Box 9, Wellington 6140. email: 
kilian@pcsanz.org (Note: no ‘nz’ on the 
address). Tel 04 381 3340 / 021 848 800.

Adopt A Cell – Pray For A 
Resident Prisoner

Academic Mass

Past and present students of the Christchurch 
tertiary institutions compare notes in 
Rochester and Rutherford Hall, Ilam Road.

Reflection

“What do we hope for the young people and 
young adults in our Church?” That’s the key 
question being asked by the CYT team as part 
of a wide ranging review of Youth Ministry 
in the Christchurch Diocese for the next 3-5 
years. It includes ‘young people’ (13-18 years) 
and ‘young adults’ 18 years and over.

In July a survey was emailed (to save on paper 
and resources) to young people, youth leaders, 
parents, youth councils, parish and pastoral 
area councils, high schools, parish priests, 
religious communities and ethnic communities. 

Dominican Srs of St Cecelia visit Christchurch
With about 260 Srs in the Congregation, 
and a median age of 36, almost 60% of the 
congregation are under the age of 40. They 
average 15 new postulants a year.

A new mission was established in Sydney, 
following World Youth Day 2008. The 
four Sydney-siders are popular speakers 
and were involved in the lead up to WYD. 
Currently they are involved in university 
chaplaincy work, teaching and running 
retreats for women.

Women’s Event 2009 – The Dignity and 
Vocation of Women

At “Women’s Event 2009”, about 50 women 
gathered to hear Sr Mary Madeline speak 
about The Dignity and Vocation of Women. 
She has been teaching a 7-week course on 
the topic at the University of Notre Dame. 

Catholic Tertiary Chaplaincy

At Kolbe House they gave a spiritual 
cardiograph guided by St. Thomas Aquinas. 
“When our hearts are ordered, our lives 
become ordered”, said Sr Mary Sarah as 
she explored the layers of the heart.

The Dominican Srs of St Cecelia meet our 
Carmelites

The 10th of July saw the “Dominican 
Invasion” of Christchurch. Four fully 
habited black and white dressed young 
American nuns who now reside in Sydney, 
Australia arrived full of enthusiasm and 
excitement at having landed in “Middle 
Earth”. 

Who are these delightful Srs?

Their order was founded in Nashville, 
Tennessee in 1860. A teaching order, they 
have over 13,000 students from preschool to 
university across 14 US states.

Twelve months after a month at the birthplace 
of the Society of Jesus - the Jesuits - in 
Australia, Fr Denis Nolan, Parish Priest of 
Our Lady Star of the Sea, Sumner reflects:

After the flurry and activity of last year’s 
World Youth Day (WYD) in Sydney, I 
journeyed to Sevenhill in South Australia and 
began a thirty day retreat with the Jesuits. It 
was based on the Spiritual Exercises created 
in the sixteenth century by Jesuit founder St 
Ignatius Loyola. 

The Exercises are divided into four sections 
known as ‘weeks’, but not strictly seven 
day intervals. Consisting of scripture-
based meditations and contemplations and 
accompanied by a spiritual director, they are 
separated by ‘rest days’. In each Week we were  
invited to become more fully aware of an aspect 
of God’s call. 

The first Week focused on a growing sense of 
a lack of wholeness, yet with the realisation 

Reflecting On … A Year Later
that we are called by God. In the second 
Week we were to deepen our awareness 
of the reality of Christ’s earthly life. This 
lead in the third Week to a realisation of 
the cost of discipleship: the Cross. In the 
fourth Week, we were directed to  ponder 
the Resurrection and in the light of that, 
Christ’s continuing call to us.

Twelve months on I am so grateful that I 
was able to contrast the amazing energy 
and activity of WYD with this deeply 
engaging and spiritually enriching 
experience of Ignatius’ spiritual exercises.

Fr Denis Nolan

4pm.  Christchurch. Designed to familiarise 
participants with the principles and overview 
of liturgy, so intrinsic to the life of the Church 
www.chch.catholic.org.nz/formation Contact 
Charles Shaw Tel. 366-9869 or mstopforth@
chch.catholic.org.nz 

Understanding Sacraments. 28, 29 and 30 
Sept.  9am-4pm.  Christchurch. Theology of 
the Sacraments and their place in the life of 
the Church today.

Introduction to Liturgy. 7, 8, 9 Oct.  9am-

Catholic Education Office Courses
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Christchurch. Ensure any photos are ‘attached’ to the email, rather 
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photos.

Deadline for next issue: Show Day 13 November, 2009

Contributions may be sent at any time to:

The Editor, Gerard Duignan

P O Box 4544, Christchurch 8041 

027 540 8265   Tel. 355 3988 

inform@chch.catholic.org.nz 

Diocesan web page: www.chch.catholic.org.nz 

Pastoral Planning Office

The Discernment Group for women 
interested in exploring a vocation to Religious 
Life meets every first Tuesday of the month 
7.30pm at the Srs of Mercy, Bishopdale. 
Especially for women interested in exploring 
through discussions, prayer and resource 
material.
Contact: Sr. Raylene, tel. 359-2212.

The Catholic Diocese of Christchurch has two 
positions for CYT Team members. Applicants 
would be active in their faith, can relate 
to young people, young adults and adults, 
and able to work in a closely-knit team. 
Applications close Friday 4 September. Job 
description and application form
Contact: Clare Dooley, Tel. 366 9869 
cdooley@chch.catholic.org.nz

Annual Tertiary Retreat
All tertiary students welcome 
to this weekend directed by 
Fr Paul Williamson SM, 18-20 
September in Akaroa.
Contact: Kolbe House Tel. 348 
8882 

CaFE: Catholic Faith 
Exploration 
Get to Know God Even Better in 
this second series of the CaFE 
programme on Mondays 7 & 21 
September at the Srs’ House, 
Our Lady of Perpetual Help 

Living life to the full as disciples 
of Christ
“A year has passed and the pilgrimage to World 
Youth Day 08 is bearing precious fruit. I invite 
you warmly to join me again for Sancta Sanctis 
where I look forward to meeting you and sharing 
with you about the importance of Sunday Mass,” 
says Bishop Barry Jones. 
Timaru - Monday 24 Aug. Sacred Heart 
Christchurch - Sunday 30 Aug. 2:30pm 
           St Joseph’s Papanui 
Greymouth - Tues 8 Sept. 7pm St Patrick’s. 

Guided/Directed Six-Day Retreats: 
(Non residential)
Fr Jim Dooley SM 5-10 October
Fr Mark Chamberlain 9-14 November
Advent/Christmas Retreat: Joy Ryan Bloore 
Fri 4 Dec (evening) & Sat 5 Dec (day).
Contact: Rosary House (03) 379 1298  or 
email roho@xtra.co.nz 

Pilgrimage to the Holy Land and 
Rome 2010 
Our Lady of Victories Parish, Sockburn, is 
organising a third pilgrimage, this time travelling 
to the Holy Land and Rome, 7 April - 10 May 
2010, with Fr John O’Connor as Spiritual 
Director. They welcome pilgrims from other 
parishes. 
Contact: Mike or Suzanne Doolan tel. 342 9905 
mike.doolan@clear.net.nz.

Parish, 58 Somme St, St Albans: 
9.45 -11.00am AND St Matthew’s Parish Hall, 
Jefferies Road, Bryndwr: 7.30 - 9.00pm. Enjoy 
a short, dynamic video and group discussion. 
Tel. 355 0959.

Music from the Shows
Concert to raise funds for Nurse Maude Hospice 
Under director Chris Archer professional 
musicians in the historic Heritage Chapel, 
Christchurch Music Centre, Barbadoes Street. 
Sunday, 30 August, 2–4pm. $25 ($20 seniors / 
students) - includes refreshments.  MC Gary 
Harrow, Eleanor Sim, Maree Hawtin-Morrow, 
Erin Callanan, Blake Spooner, Bryan Cairns, 
dance items and Highland Piper Grant Vell. 
Enquiries John Scott, Chancellor, The Military 
and Hospitaller Order of Saint Lazarus of 
Jerusalem 
Tel. 332 6743. Limited door sales at the venue.

What’s on?

Benedict Challenges Laity to be 
Co-responsible for Church’s Action 
and Being

Opening a Pastoral Convention in Rome in 
May 2009 Pope Benedict called for a “change 
in mindset, particularly concerning lay 
people. The lay faithful must no longer be 
viewed as ‘collaborators’ of the clergy but 
truly recognised as ‘co-responsible’ for the 
Church’s being and action, thereby fostering 
the consolidation of a mature and committed 
laity.” This common awareness of being Church 
of all the baptised in no way diminishes the 
responsibility of parish priests. He explained, 
“It is precisely your task, dear parish priests, 
to nurture the spiritual and apostolic growth 
of those who are already committed to working 
hard in the parishes.”

Our own Diocesan Pastoral Plan is grounded 
in the baptism of each person that calls each 
one to holiness and active participation in the 
life of the Church. In this Year for Priests we 
give thanks for the vocations of the wonderful 
priests in our own diocese and pray for our 
seminarians and future vocations. Let us take 
up Pope Benedict’s challenge of being ‘co-

responsible’ for the Church, which can only 
enhance the ministerial priesthood.

Mike Stopforth

Bishop’s Deputy for the Pastoral Plan

Visiting Speaker on Lectio Divina 
(‘spiritual reading’)

American scripture expert Karl Schultz 
is coming to teach how to pray with the 
scriptures. His visit follows last year’s Rome 
Synod on the Word of God. He’ll conduct 
sessions with young people, priests, spiritual 
directors, marriage educators and parents. 
In addition, everyone is welcome to attend 
Lectio Divina on the Edge and the Run: 

South Canterbury 
Pastoral Area: Tues 
29 Sept, 2–4pm, 
Timaru North 

Mid Canterbury 
Pastoral Area: Tues 
29 Sept, 7.30–9pm, 
Holy Name 
Ashburton

Christchurch: Wed 30 Sept, 7.30pm, Christ the 
King Parish

Details: www.chch.catholic.org.nz/karlschultz  

Sacramental Meeting between 
parishes

People from the Christchurch East Pastoral 
Area, who prepare parishioners for the 
sacraments, met under the guidance of Sr Marie 
McCrea RSM. Groups who organise Baptism, 
First Communion and Marriage met separately 
to hear what others are doing and look for 
ways to share resources. Father O’Malley, 
Priest Coordinator, reminded us that we should 
remember as we do this work that we are the 
face of the Church, “When people go away they 
will always remember that they received a warm 
welcome from the Church,” he said.

“There is still a tendency to identify the Church unilaterally with the hierarchy, forgetting the common responsibility, the common mission of the People 
of God, which, in Christ we all share.” - Pope Benedict XVI

Sr Mary Wood RSM, 
one of 13 pastoral 
workers employed 
by parishes, is 
commissioned 
as the Pastoral 
Worker for the St 
Mary’s Parish, New 
Brighton. 

Karl Schultz


