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Newsletter of the Catholic Bishop of Christchurch

Christmas Closure
All Diocesan offices at Cathedral House, including the Catholic Development Fund, 
will be closed from Wednesday 23 December (CDF 2pm, other offices 4pm) and will 
reopen Tuesday 5 January 2010. The CDF and Diocesan Staff wish our clients and 
readers a happy and holy Christmas and God’s blessings for the New Year.

informchristmas issue

Erin Farrell and son Jock prepare the Crib at Our Lady of Perpetual 
Help parish St Albans.

Advent has witnessed the expansion in media output with the resurrection 
of  the radio series Catholics on Air being heard across Canterbury once 
again, and podcast highlights available online. A new series of  25-minute 
radio programmes on Plains FM 96.1 have been broadcast at noon on 
Sundays. A Christmas Day special will include music, kids, stories from 
Christchurch Women’s Prison, and ethnic communities. But those who 
missed them live on radio can hear highlights retrospectively at any time 
via podcast on the Diocesan web site. 

Ken Joblin, of  the Catholic Tertiary Chaplaincy, and Dave O’Neill, 
principal of  St Mary’s in the City school, are anchoring the series, 
with support from various radio experts. Another series of  six weekly 
programmes is being planned for broadcast after Easter.

Renamed Sounds Catholic the initiative exploits new technological 
developments since the end of  the popular original weekly Catholics 
on Air programmes, which ran for over a decade on community access 
radio. Nowadays Plains FM has a more powerful transmitter, and the 
podcasts of  the broadcasts can be heard around the globe through the 
internet.  

Contact: Ken Joblin 348-8882 kolbehouse@xtra.co.nz  
www.chch.catholic.org.nz/catholicsonair 

Sounds Catholic  now on-air and online

Pictured left: 
Planning the 
first series 
of Catholics 
on Air, (left 
to right) 
Barbara Te 
Miha, Michael 
Duncan, 
Ken Joblin, 
Dave O’Neill 
and Mike 
Stopforth.

Sister Anna Burrowes has 
made her first vows at a 
Sunday vigil Mass celebrated 
by Archbishop John Dew 
at Sacred Heart Cathedral, 
Wellington. Anna, a past 
pupil of Marian College, 
completed her two year 
novitiate with the Sisters of 
Mercy in Wellington. During 
2006-2007, Anna has lived 
with the Sisters of Mercy 
community, Bishopdale 
and was a member of the 
Catholic Tertiary Team at 
Canterbury University. Next 
year Anna will study at Otago 
University.
Pictured: Sister Anna 
Burrowes makes for her first 
vows with Congregational Leader, Sister Denise Fox RSM.
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Bishop’s column

 Two bedroom self-contained units
 Central to city living and close to shops
 Companionship, outings and activities
 Dining facilities available  

Independent living with 24 hour security

RETIREMENT VILLAGE 

Under the Patronage of the Roman Catholic Bishop of Christchurch.  
It is never too early to plan ahead for a comfortable secure lifestyle.  
Villas available. 

Open 1–4pm Monday-Friday or call 379-0357 for an appointment. 

Have you visited Maryville Courts Retirement Village? 
369 Manchester Street (Next to St Mary’s Church) Phone 379-0357 
Email info@maryvillecourts.org.nz Website www.maryvillecourts.org.nz

Experience quality of life in your active retirement years …

Registered under  
the Charitable  

Trusts Act (1957) 

UBarry Jones
Bishop of Christchurch

From the Editor

Dear brothers and sisters in Christ

In the well known words of the 2nd Vatican 
Council, the Holy Eucharist is “the source and 
the summit of the Christian life.”  The Sunday 
celebration is the veritable heart beat of the 
Church – being able to take one’s place in the 
assembly for the Eucharist is at once a grace, 
a joy and a privilege.  At the present time, 
my great concern is to ensure that Sunday 

A time of hope and peace ... ? Ummmmm ... 

It was easy for an editor to ask others to complete the 
sentence, “what Christmas means to me is …”. But it’s not so 
easy to answer it myself! 

For all people of good will, even those in pain, Christmas is a 
time of hope and, hopefully, peace. Whenever a child is born, 
especially this one exceptional child (the God/Man) humanity 
meets God. It’s at the heart of our faith.

Pope John XXIII wrote, “Gazing at the scene from afar, 
united in spirit with Mary and Joseph on the road to 
Bethlehem, we taste a few days in advance the sweetness 
which comes to us from the angelic hymn announcing the 
heavenly peace which is offered to all men of good will.”  

He explained that true peace is three-fold: peace of the heart, 
social peace, and international peace. He then added, “… the 
fact is that true peace cannot come save from God.”

May you and your family enjoy an abundance of hope and 
peace this Christmas. Thanks to all our contributors this year 
… and to you for reading Inform. Please pass it on! 

Gerard Duignan 

Mass is available for the people of our 
Diocese.  Because of the need to adjust 
to a smaller number of priests being 
available for Sunday Mass a number 
of structural changes have been made.  
Already, the parishes of St. Gregory, 
Bishopdale, and St. Joseph, Papanui, 
have been combined into a new and 
larger parish of St. Joseph, Papanui.  
While such a change initially caused 
some hesitation, the fruit has been a 
release of resources, both human and 
material.  Earlier this year, I asked the 
parishes of Sacred Heart, Timaru,  
and St. Joseph, Timaru North, to  
work toward becoming one parish –  
St. Patrick’s, Waimate, will also become 
part of this new and larger parish.  Also, 
St. Anne’s, Woolston, and the Cathedral 
parish are working towards becoming 
one new and larger Cathedral parish. 

These structural planning decisions 
are very significant because of their 
long term effects.  I have therefore 
established a special diocesan planning 
group to advise me.  It comprises lay 
persons and priests and is working in 

such a way as to reduce the number of 
parishes in the Pastoral Areas as set out 
in the Diocesan Pastoral Plan.  Early 
next year, I will be able to introduce 
parish priests, parish councils and 
pastoral area councils to the plan for 
restructuring parishes and will invite 
responses to the proposals.  In all of 
these changes I ask you for generosity 
and imagination as we collaborate in the 
mission of the Church to give glory to 
God and bring the redemption of Christ 
to all. 

In Advent, we bring to mind the coming 
of Christ – in history , when the Word 
took flesh from Mary – in mystery,  as 
the work of the Holy Spirit in the liturgy 
puts us in contact with the Paschal 
Mystery – and in glory, when “He will 
come again in glory to judge the living 
and the dead.”  May it be a time of 
expectation and grace for you all.

Yours sincerely



Ian and Suzanne Bell are delighted to have

Rory Paterson & Dominic Orr as the Catholic representatives
of Bell, Lamb and Trotter Funeral Directors Limited, assisting them to 

provide a caring, professional service that is a unique and fitting tribute, 

reflecting your loved one’s life, personality, beliefs and culture.
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Schools

St Bede’s College boys clocked thousands of kilometers raising 
$90,000 for cancer support group CanTeen. 150 St Bede’s teenagers 
were joined by seven from Timaru’s Roncalli College and five from 
Pompallier College in Whangarei. Most ran more than 100km from 
starting points around the South Island.  Throughout the campaign 
they constantly talked about why they were undertaking such a task 
– for those teenagers living with cancer.

John Paul II High School Head Girl Ruby Tui receives Trust 
Power Student Leader Award from Greymouth Mayor Tony 
Kokshoorn and TrustPower Community Relations Manager 
Graeme Purches. 

Nine years of hard work and community 
effort were celebrated with a centennial 
Mass in October at Waimate. The newly 
repaired beautiful rose window, a 
feature of Francis Petrie’s romanesque 
St Patrick’s basilica, looked down 
over 250 musicians, bishops, and 
former and current parishioners, who 
enjoyed a concert with Soprano Lois 
Johnston, the Christchurch Youth 
Orchestra and St Kevin’s College choir. 
“Everybody associated with the project 
felt priviledged and proud to bring the 
basilica up to it’s present standard”, 
said chairman of the Restoration Trust, 
John Foley. In November Georgina and 
Caroline Evers-Swindell were special 
guests at a joint dinner & auction with St 
Augustine’s Anglican church, which also 
enjoys a NZ Historic Places #1 classification, and is being restored. 

An ideal Christmas gift is the newly launched book Of Grace and 
Majesty by John Foley, containing excellent pictures of St Patrick’s. 
Orders: $20 (incl. P&P) c/- 35 Mill Road, Waimate, 7924.

A century of praise at St Patrick’s Basilica 
Waimate

At the invitation of Family Life International’s 
Christchurch John Paul II Centre for Life, 
Dr Gerard O’Shea delivered the 2009 “Bishop 
John Cunneen ‘Gospel of Life’ Lecture” in 
the St Matthew’s Parish Hall, Bryndwr in 
November.

Dr O’Shea, Principal of St Patrick’s Primary 
School Melbourne, argued that it is time 
to offer parents greater responsibility in 

catechesis and education in sexuality. The programme for parents 
Catechesis of the Good Shepherd has had a dramatic impact 
on children around the world. In the delicate area of sexuality 
education the programme As I Have Loved You envisages a 
partnership between the school and parents.  

DVD copies of the lecture are available from the John Paul II 
Centre for Life tel. 351 3225.

“The Challenge of being a Catholic Parent” 
– the 2009 Bishop John Cunneen Lecture

Administrator of the Cathedral of the Blessed Sacrament and Parish Priest of St 
Anne’s Parish Woolston: Reverend Monsignor Charles Drennan
 
Assistant Priest of the Cathedral of the Blessed Sacrament and of St Anne’s 
Parish Woolston: Reverend Christopher Orr
 
Parish Priest of Sacred Heart Parish Addington: Reverend John Fitzmaurice
 
Parish Priest of South Westland and Ross: Reverend Michael Mahoney SM
 
Parish Priest of Our Lady of Victories, Sockburn, St Teresa of Lisieux, 
Chatham Islands: Reverend John C O’Connor 
 
Administrator of Sacred Heart Parish Addington (Until 30/31 January 2010): 
Reverend Leslie Colaço
 
Assistant Priest Sacred Heart Parish Timaru and St Patrick’s Parish Waimate: 
Reverend Andrew Bernady
 
Chaplain to Nazareth House and Assistant Chaplain to Christchurch Hospital: 
Reverend Peter Farrant
 
Chaplain to the Carmelite Monastery of Christ The King: Reverend Denis 
Collins
 
Father Leslie Colaco takes up his appointment at Addington immediately.  The 
other appointments take effect on the weekend of January 30/31, 2010.

The Bishop has announced the following Priestly 
Appointments for next year:



Celebrating 50, 60 and 70 years of 
religious life respectively, Marist brothers 
Paul Scott, Denis Gallavin and Patrick 
Hill  reflect on the Mass of thanksgiving 
attended by many wellwishers, presided 
over by Fr Ray Schmack. 

Decades of Brotherly ServiceSt Patrick Icon
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News

Fr Simon Eccleton explains the prayerful process 
of writing an icon to Tien Chi Cao and Huynh 
Van Tran, students from Vietnam currently 
undertaking English classes with a view to 
offering themselves for training as priests for 
Christchurch Diocese. 

Exposition of the Blessed Sacrament with the 
Icon to St Paul’s, Dallington. 

The Icon of St John Vianney, patron saint of priests, 
has spent two months in our diocese. It was handed 
over to Wellington diocese after Fr Kevin Foote 
had celebrated Mass at the Holy Passion of Our 
Lord Church in Amberley. Representatives from 
the Kaikoura Parish of the Sacred Heart took it in 
the trailer, which had been specially constructed in 
Christchurch, to continue its journey to Auckland, 
where the Icon will find its permanent home at Holy 
Cross Seminary. 

Ex-Mayor Moore shares his faith journey

Peter Brown, Michael Hopkins and 
Gerry Smith enjoy breakfast at 
another Knights of the Southern 
Cross men’s breakfast.

Icon on tour - Cure of Ars

“There is always a degree 
of sadness experienced in 
any closure”, said Sr Mary 
Catherwood RSM in her 
thanksgiving speech at the 
final meeting of the St Mary’s 
Past Pupils Association. She 
congratulated the members 
and friends for their past work 
of charity. Mass was celebrated 
by Father Gerard Whiteford SM 
in St Mary’s Church.

“Joined together in the love of Christ”, 1944-2009

The most surprising discovery while mayor of Christchurch was how the role helped him 
on his own spiritual journey, Garry Moore told a packed Catholic men’s breakfast. His 
wife Pam and he visited more churches than any other citizen during his tenure, which 
gave him a deep appreciation of the wide variety of spiritual paths people follow. A 
highlight was meeting the Coptic pope, who helped heal relations between that tradition 
and local Muslims by his personal testimony; he inspired Garry on his own journey. 

The Knights of the Southern Cross is a society of Catholic men which supports bishops, 
priests and the laity in promoting Christian values and spiritual growth in a spirit of 
fraternity. For example, they distribute many rosary beads to Christchurch primary 
schools. There’ll be another breakfast in February-March. www.chch.catholic.org.nz/ks

Sr Anne Warren CHF (Auckland);  Fr Paul 
Duncan, Parish Priest;  Sr Cora Grennan CHF 
and Sr Deirdre Nelson CHF (both in Mairehau) at 
the unveiling of a memorial Icon of St Patrick. 
On All Saints Day Our Lady of Fatima Parish 
celebrated the ministry of the Holy Faith Sisters 
since they first arrived from Ireland in 1955.  

Bishop Barry Jones confirms 
Stephen Dennehy at  the 75th Jubilee 
celebrations of South Westland Parish. 
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Around the Parishes

Sr Marietta comforts a family, who had lost 
their husband and father and were now 
living under a tarpaulin.  

Invitation - If you’re living alone, come and enjoy 
social interaction with other seniors.

442 Durham Street North, 
behind Southern Community Laboratory

New web site www.lcmSrs.org 
Tel. 372 9224 Email lcm.chch@xtra.co.nz

MONDAYS 

10:15 am - Morning tea / 
activities

12:45 pm - Soup and rolls 
lunch followed by music 

TUESDAYS

10:15 am - Morning tea / 
activities

1:30 pm - Movietime

THURSDAYS

10:00 am - Morning tea 

10:30 am - Gentle exercises

1:30 pm - Housie

Mary Potter Community Centre

Mary Potter Sr Helen & Sr Helena discuss timetable

A remarkable four dozen 
servers, aged from 8 to 
24, assist on the altar at 
Christ the King Parish. 
Dedicated coordinators 
Christine and David 
Pitcaithly hold weekly 
practices to ensure they 
show the utmost respect 
during Mass. Dominique 
Barrett, makes her debut 
under the guidance 
of senior altar server 
Rachel van der Plas (left) 
and Anna-Marie Barrett 
(right). 

Children from St 
Patrick’s Parish Kaiapoi 
prepare for adoration 
on All Saints Day at the 
Beatitudes community, 
Leithfield.  As Mother 
Theresa said “We may 
not get to do great 
things, but we can 
always do little things 
with great love” - from 
Myrna Burroughs 
(received into the 
Church at Kaiapoi at 
Easter 2009).

A rare papal award – Pro 
Ecclesia et Pontifice (for 
Church and Pope) - was 
made to John and Edith 
O’Carroll in recognition 
of their “outstanding 
contribution” to the 
parish of St Raphael, 
Hawarden.  Married for 
60 years, the pair said 
they were humbled by the 
award, and will eventually 
hang their framed award 
in the church.  “We 
are no different to any 
other parishioners in the 
church,” said John, aged 
89, who was manager of the 
church farm for 18 years. 
“We just go with the flow 
and do what needs to be 
done.” 

John and Edith O’Carroll wear their medals with 
Vatican yellow and white Ribbons
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“Dumbfounded and very honoured”: Edith O’Carroll

“We may have lost everything, but we have not 
lost our faith in God”, said a local sister to Sr 
Marietta SMSM of Our Lady of Perpetual Help 
Parish, St Albans. One of six sisters who went to 
Samoa to help by praying, nursing, counselling 
and visiting the hospital, she was shocked at 
the devastation. They helped school children 
to work through grief processes and helped 
organise necessities. 

Samoan Tsunami
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Reflection: What Christmas means to me...
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“… At the time I 

grew up, those days 

were very different 

to the celebrations 

in our materialistic 

world of today, 

much to our sorrow. 

Coming from a large 

family some of my 

brothers and sisters were out working, 

but all returned home for Christmas [to 

the now ghost town of Goldsborough]. 

There was a great deal of hugging, kissing 

and chatter. 

My mother made Christmas cake and 

plum pudding, and to our delight a few 

threepenny pieces included. We all went 

to Mass in our Sunday best, some of the 

girls got new print frocks. My mother was 

a wonderful sewer. 

Christmas Eve we younger ones spent 

a lot of time making sure the black 

stockings were secure beside our beds. In 

those days we believed Santa came down 

the chimney with a little bit of soot on 

his face. We went to a State school and 

our older friends told us it was all a fairy 

story. Today has made children older 

than their years. 

My greatest joy was being present for my 

first midnight Mass as a Sister of Mercy. 

My heart is full of gratitude for the many 

celebrations of Christ’s birthday in my 

life.”

Sister Mary Eulalie Martini rsm (100 

years, St Mary’s Hokitika 

“This is my third year here and there 

are several more to come. I really miss 

my wife and family in Auckland and 

even if they were able to come down 

there are no visits on Christmas Day 

as they give as many staff the day off 

as possible. You’d hardly know it was 

Christmas in here. There are some 

special Chapel services the week before, 

but none allowed on the day as we get 

locked down in our cells for longer than 

usual. There will be a special mince tart 

on the dinner tray – you will probably 

see a photo of our meal in the paper. 

Have a Happy Christmas.” 
A local prisoner.

Since first reading them thirty years ago, the following words from a homily by Archbishop Oscar Romero (1917 – 1980) have continued to challenge me to 

find the true meaning of Christmas: 
No one can celebrate a genuine Christmas 

without being truly poor. The self-

sufficient, the proud, those who, because 

they have everything, look down on 

others, those who have no need even of 

God – for them there will be no Christmas. 

Only the poor, the hungry, those who 

need someone to come on their behalf, will 

have that someone. That someone is God, 

Emmanuel, God-with-us. Without poverty 

of spirit there can be no abundance of 

God. (December 24, 1978)Charles Shaw, Secondary Religious 

Education Adviser and Co-ordinator 

Christchurch Campus WCEC

Vanessa Tregoning  (Year 7, St Mary’s School).

Christmas is a time where everyone is joyful. A time where families 
gather around 
a table sharing 
a meal. A time 
where families 
smile at presents chosen from their hearts. But what Christmas really means to me is the time we go to Church to celebrate Jesus’ birth. When Christmas carols are sung to worship Him. When cultures come together as one to celebrate Jesus’ birthday.
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To celebrate the Year for Priests 
the New Zealand Catholic Bishops 
Conference agreed, at its annual 
meeting in October, that parishes will 
be encouraged to celebrate and pray 
for priesthood in the week preceding 
Good Shepherd Sunday 25 April 2010. 
The bishops also decided to publish 
an essay on St John Vianney, patron 
saint of parish priests written by the 
late Bishop Takuira Mariu SM. 

“Another bad habit which is very common in homes and among working people is impatience, grumbling, and 
swearing. Now, my children, where do you get with your impatience and your grumbling? Do your affairs go any 
better?” from a homily by St. John Vianney - the Curé of Ars, patron of the Year for Priests.

Raconteur, tailor, cook, priest ….

… who else but Monsignor Bill Middleton, 

parish priest at Christ the King, 

Burnside? 

As a youngster he lived for 10 years with 

the Sisters of Nazareth, then at 15 became 

a tailor for eight years. In the Catholic 

Youth Movement he was impressed by 

the fervour of Msgr. Kennedy, who spoke 

aloud and passionately to God while in 

private prayer. The young Bill asked 

himself, “Do I want to be a tailor all my 

life?” The answer was an emphatic, “No!”

With no formal academic qualifications, 

save a Correspondence School course in 

journalism, he joined the seminary. At 23, 

he felt decidedly out of place because most 

seminarians were young men straight from 

school. Nine others like him “felt like old 

men in comparison, out of touch; at any 

moment we thought we’d get the chop and 

Bernadette Chen, a 
Consecrated Virgin, organised 
this Spiritual Bouquet for the 
Year for Priests, which Bishop 
Barry has gratefully received. 
The certificate rests on a small 
table on the main altar at St 
Mary’s, Manchester Street and 
a copy is on display in the 
Narthex.

be shown the seminary door!” These 

‘old men’ recently met in Auckland 

to celebrate 45 years as priests.

His first two years were in the 

Cathedral Parish, working 

in hospital chaplaincy, then 

Beckenham, Woolston, Sumner 

and St Albans Parishes. With Fr. 

Horgan in the Maori Mission they 

set up six opportunity shops that 

raised around $20,000 per annum 

to build Te Rangimarie Centre in 

Gloucester Street.

One fateful day Bishop Ashby told 

him of a new posting – to Ngahere 

on the West Coast. “It will help you 

to find your priesthood,” he said. 

Which was a bit of a shock, as the 

younger priest hadn’t realised he’d 

misplaced it!  He arrived to find 

a tasty pot of soup on the stove; 

he still has pangs of conscience, 

because he was advised later it was 

wood-pigeon stew! Aue! He was a 

very active member of the Ngahere 

community, while maintaining 

his parish and the seven Catholic 

schools within it.

Soon he was moved south to 

Hokitika for nine years. As a 

teenager, Fr Bill had become 

enamoured with horses, and 

while on the Coast he became 

Patron of the Racing Club. (Many 

Christchurch parishioners recall 

him praying for Peace at the end of 

Mass – ‘Peace’ being his racehorse). 

He was elected Chair of the local 

Council building committee. 

Coasters remember him as a dedicated, 

generous and gregarious member of 

the community, completely oblivious of 

religious divisions.

In 1985 he moved to Temuka for 5 years 

and was awarded the QSM. In 1990 he was 

called to Christ the King Parish, and in 

2008 elevated to Monsignor.

His long running interest in racing has 

waned since the death of his friend, Fr. 

Kevin O’Grady. 

He is renowned for his jams, marmalades, 

pickles and Christmas cakes. His love 

of cooking came from his mother, a 

superb cook, who worked for 21 years 

in Christchurch hospital, and various 

presbyteries. His still sews dozens of sturdy 

aprons, shopping bags and peg bags for 

fundraising. 

His advice to any considering the 

priesthood? Weigh up your options and 

consider the greatest thing you can do with 

your life. If you’re possessed of a generous 

spirit, offer yourself to God accepting 

that when you embrace the priesthood the 

control of your life passes from your hands 

to God’s. 

Life as a priest is not existing in a state of 

perfection but becoming more conscious 

of your own nature and the grace filled 

aspects of the Catholic way of life. As 

a priest he is freed from the demands 

of parenting which allows him a wider 

perspective on life. From praying the 

Divine Office daily, from other priests, 

saints and the laity, comes his inspiration 

and strength. Could he have chosen 

anything better? “Never!”  

Barbara Te Miha

Still sewing - Msgr Bill Middleton

Anzac Day celebration
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Since 2000 divorce rates have fallen 
and marriages rates are growing again 
in the West, latest statistics show. After 
decades of decline, more couples are 
electing to marry, although in the last 20 
years the ratio of church versus secular 
weddings have swung from 60:40 to 
40:60 percent. This poses a problem for 
the Church when the next generation of 
newlyweds, and their parents, will have 
had no exposure to religion. Therefore 
the mission of marriage formation is 
vital, visiting marriage educators Byron 
and Francine Pirola from Sydney told 
over 40 couples who prepare engaged 
couples for marriage. 

There are several reasons for the 

Archbishop Timothy Dolan quote
“We have a vocation crisis to lifelong, live-giving, loving, faithful marriage. If we care for that one, we’ll have all the priests and nuns 
we need.”  Archbishop Timothy Dolan of New York

Philip Kennard Three years after the death of 
Father Kevin O’Grady, the chapel at 
Christchurch Hospital was filled for the 
unveiling of a portrait in his memory. 
Organiser Leanne Brooks discusses the 
painting by John Gillies with Msgr Bill 
Middleton, who recalled Fr Kevin’s 33 
years as a hospital chaplain. Leanne 
said, “It’s nice to know that Kevin’s 
presence is still felt at the hospital, as he 
left his handprint on many hearts.”

Marriage formation building the Church

Australian marriage educators Byron and 
Francine Pirola with Luke and Vannessa Van 
Beek.

renewed interest in marriage.  Firstly, 
research shows that marriage works; secondly 
economic drivers support happy spouses; 
and finally recent discoveries from positive 
psychology research into what makes people 
happy show marriages make a big difference.

Luke and Vannessa Van Beek from Western 
Australia explained the need for values based 
marriage education and modeled ways to make 
decisions and deal with conflict.  

The PMRC Relationship Resource Centre 
is full of information and resources to help 
establish healthy and fulfilling relationships no 
matter what your stage of life or professional 
interest. Many are available free of charge. 
www.thepmrc.org

Fr Paddy Cahill after celebrating 
Mass with the diocese’s Pastoral 
Assistants at Sacred Heart Parish, 
Addington.

“This is a very 
emotive business 
really” says 
Philip Kennard, 
after 29 years in 
real estate, and 
the same length 
of marriage to 
Glenys, who 
“keeps me in 
balance.” They 
still spend every 

Christmas under canvas in the wonderful 

“All about family and fun” MacKenzie country.  Although their 
three children are grown up, family 
and fun still remain important. One 
daughter works in the company part-
time, alongside 30 staff, 8 of whom have 
been there for over 20 years. “You’ve 
got to like people” to be successful in 
this business, says Philip.  

The new Real Estate Agents Act 2008 
offers an opportunity to become more 
professional. “We will provide better 
help for home buyers and sellers,” he 
notes. 



Ainslie Tipper is part of a liturgical 
dance at a Day of Celebration 
to commemorate the 100th 
anniversary of the death of 
Blessed Mary MacKillop. 270 
pupils from the Josephite Schools 
of Temuka, Pleasant Point, Fairlie 
and Waimate, joined staff and 
parishioners. The Sisters of St 
Joseph arrived in Temuka on 1 
November 1883 to open a Parish 
School, which Blessed Mary visited 
three times. 
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Schools
“I’ve been taking teams to 
winter tournament for 29 
years, so this win is particularly 
special,” said an ecstatic coach 
Kathy Seaward when Marian 
College’s First XI became the 
first Christchurch school to win 
the secondary schools’ premier 
football tournament against 
31 teams in Napier. They beat 
the renowned Epsom Girl’s 
Grammar School in a penalty 
shootout in extra time, 3-2. The 
Marian hockey team also won 
the Marie Fry Trophy, beating 
Villa Maria 1-0 in the final. This 
qualifies both teams for the 
Federation Cup next year.

Sports Night 2009 

“Sports Night 2009 is always a highlight for CYT 
and this year was no different!” Bombarded 
with Smurfs, Shepherds and their Flock and 
Spies, in the end Rangiora took out the Best 
Dressed Competition. The Catholic Youth Team 
Sports Night Shield was taken off Dallington 
by St Joseph’s, Papanui, with Burwood and 
Mairehau parishes (BaM) a very close second, 
and Rangiora third. Thanks to businesses who 
donated prizes.  Alister Castillo

2009 Winners Papanui

Vaiolesoi Muliaga (9) St James’ Aranui 
was chosen to go to Auckland for the 
Wearable Arts Finals. The only school 
student that entered the Pasifika 
Fashion Awards, she received a 
distinction certificate for the Urban wear 
section and her teacher Judy Parry 
organised a half hour meeting with 
Trelise Cooper while there.

MacKillop’s Grave

Sr Bertha Hurley SMSM leads members of the 
Christchurch Interfaith Council, including 
many Catholics, in prayers for world peace 
at the Peace Bell in Hagley park. 

Two Franciscan Brothers Dominic and 
Anthony from Kolbe House Sydney make 
a pilgrimage with Sr Jill McLoughlin RSJ 
to the Barbadoes Street Cemetery to the 
grave of John MacKillop, brother of Blessed 
Mary MacKillop. (Photo: Bob Te Miha)
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Friendly people - Expert Advice - Awesome Service
We will:  help you grow and protect your assets
  update your will
  discuss enduring powers of attorney
  form your family trust
  help you solve a legal case or represent you at Court

Cavell Leitch Pringle and Boyle
Level 15, Clarendon Tower
Cnr Oxford Terrace & Worcester Street

Telephone (03) 379 9940 
Fax (03) 379 2408 
Email cavell@clpb.co.nz,  www.cavell.co.nz

For further information contact
Michael Sweeney 
Clare O’Neill

News
Foster parents are urgently 
needed by the Open Home 
Foundation, according to Sue 
Booth, their community liaison 
support worker. Christian 
foster parents role model 
Christ’s love and really make a 
difference to children. Foster 
parents range from single 
parents to grandparents to 
couples, who are able to assist 
with respite or longer term 
care. Open Home provides full 
training, 24/7 phone support 
and a financial payment. Next 
training courses are Sat 27 Feb 
and Sat 6 March, 2010. 
Contact Sue Booth 366 5977 
ext 808 sue.booth@ohf.org.nz, 

www.ohf.org.nz

The clubhouse of the Catholic Outdoor Club at Arthurs Pass was 
alive with memories as chaplain Fr Brian Fennessy celebrated 
Mass in the Chapel, with its spectacular view of the mountains 
and the waterfall. “We reflected on how fortunate we are to have 
a house in such beautiful and peaceful surroundings,” said John 
Hinchey. A tree was planted for Mel Challies by his wife Wendy 
and son Patrick, recalling his chairmanship for the entire 25 years. 
The clubhouse is an18 bunk, fully appointed house in Sunshine 
Terrace.  Bookings: Suzanne Summerfield Tel (03) 342 9841 - 021 
152 0977 
www.chch.catholic.org.nz/catholicoutdoorclub

Catholic Outdoor Club quarter centuryYou Can Make a Difference

We are all familiar with Matthew Chapter 25, where Jesus says, “… I was 
in prison and you visited me.” Unfortunately, most of us are not able to 
visit a prison. But we can all pray. Which is why an Adopt-a-Cell project 
was launched during Caritas Social Justice Week this year. You are 
invited to focus prayer on a particular cell in a specified unit in one of our 
prisons. For a card, contact: Senior Catholic Prison Chaplain, P O Box 9, 
Wellington 6140. kilian@pcsanz.org (Note: address contains no ‘nz’). Tel 
04 381 3340 / 021 848 800.

Adopt a cell – pray for a resident prisoner

Msgr Gerry O’Connor cuts his 80th 
birthday cake in the St Patrick’s priests 
home, Greymouth, with many well-
wishers. He was Christchurch Diocese 
Vicar General 2000-2009, and made a 
Protonotary Apostolic in 2000. He is a 
member of the highest non-episcopal 
college of prelates, outside of Rome, 
an honorary prelate on whom the pope 
has conferred this title and its special 
privileges.
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Reflection

Karl Schultz believes that the practice and 
application of Lectio Divina - the spiritual 
reading of the Scriptures - is at the cutting edge 
of Catholic spirituality and is fundamental 
to being Roman Catholic. As the director of 
the Genesis Personal Development Center in 
Pittsburgh he teaches programmes on personal 
and organisational development.

Lectio Divina is a way of prayerfully reading the 
Bible. Used by the Hebrews in compiling the Old 
Testament, it is the oldest method and model 
of prayer in the Jewish-Christian tradition. 
Practised by the Desert Fathers and Mothers 
and in monasteries for centuries, today it is 
becoming popular with the laity and is firmly 
supported by Pope Benedict XVI.

Lectio Divina puts us in dialogue with God 
by allowing us to experience the Bible in a 
more personal way. It’s a form of prayer that 
engages the whole person, while moving into the 
presence of God guided by our senses and that 
primary mover, the Holy Spirit.

Lectio Divina for Busy and Bamboozled Christians. 

Not only by his imposing height, but also by his indepth theology, Karl Schultz from Pittsburg 
made a deep Impression with marriage educators and parents, explaining Pope John Paul II’s 
theology of the body. Also he taught the beauty of Lectio Divina as a way to explore sacred 
Scripture. Order books and DVDs from www.karlaschultz.com

Schultz is very influenced by the thoughts 
and writings of Cardinal Emeritus of 
Milan, Carlo Martini, who promotes the 
practice of Lectio Divina worldwide and 
has published 40 books on the subject. 
Martini has also added the Ignatian steps 
of discernment, decision and consolation 
to the whole Lectio process. Schultz’s 
book Journaling with Moses and Job 
shows us that Bible stories have a timeless 
and personal extension. They are played 
out in our own lives. This helps us to 
relate personally to the Bible, to develop 
parallels, to listen to the Holy Spirit and 
to walk with the Lord on our path back 
home.

He uses Job as an example of Lectio 
Divina in action. Job and his wife lost 
everything but Job drew on Scripture, 
related it to his own situation, prayed 
and argued with God then, in quiet 
contemplation, absorbed the mystery 
and love of God.

Going further into the manifestation of suffering, 
what Martini calls “the heavy hand of God,” 
Schultz also wrote Bearing the Unbearable: 
Coping with Infertility and Other Profound 
Suffering.  Here again he asks us to look at 
Job and Ezekiel, Jeremiah, Hosea and so many 
other biblical narratives. Using Lectio enables 
us to holistically bring God into our situation, to 
see our suffering in the light of the Bible and to 
recognise the Holy Spirit working through us.

Schultz also refers to Pope John Paul II’s 
apostolic letter Salvific Dolorous written after 
the assassination attempt on the Pope’s life, as 
great Lectio material.

Society, says Schultz, wants to dumb us down 
and condition us to live passive lives. Lectio 
encourages us to lead full lives. It isn’t easy – 
sometimes he finds it extraordinarily difficult 
to practice, and reading Scripture aloud can be 
hard work, but he loves it. 

Lectio Divina is a lifestyle, not just a private 
devotion.

Barbara Te Miha

 “Karl Shultz gave me a new insight into reading 
scripture.  To read it as he suggested, in a group, 
is an enlightening process!  For me, reading the 
word is ‘food’ for the soul and action for the mind 
and heart.  When the ‘word’ reveals itself to me, 
the scales fall from my eyes and I am reminded 
once again on how to live my life as Jesus intended!  
His loving support surrounds me and his insight 
moves me to constantly be aware of my behaviour 
towards my ‘neighbours’ and those I say I love!” 
Melanie Perry
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inform
A quarterly newsletter published by the Catholic Bishop of 
Christchurch. Ensure any photos are ‘attached’ to the email, 
rather than embedded in the article. JPEG format is most 
suitable for photos.
Deadline for Easter issue: Friday 26 Feb 2010

Contributions may be sent at any time to:

The Editor, Gerard Duignan

P O Box 4544, Christchurch 8041 

027 540 8265   Tel. 355 3988 

inform@chch.catholic.org.nz 

Diocesan web page: www.chch.catholic.org.nz 

Pastoral Planning Office

What’s on?

Change is inevitable. In today’s world, and in 
the Church too, we must change to adapt to 
what’s happening now and what lies ahead. 
This can unsettle us, but it can also provide 
new opportunities. 

Bishop Barry has clearly indicated that there 
will be significant change for the Diocese 
regarding the number of parishes. He is very 
clear about his priority – the provision of 
Sunday Mass into the future throughout the 
Diocese.  Everything else will flow from this. 

One of the principles of the Diocesan Pastoral 
Plan is ‘Mission’ and whatever changes lie 
ahead of us, will be for the good of mission of 
the Church.  

Knights of the Southern Cross attend Mass and 
say the Rosary every third Wednesday of the 
month at St Matthew’s, cnr. Idris and Jefferies 
Roads, Bryndwr. Contact: Michael Riley. 382 
8340 www.chch.catholic.org.nz/ksc

Catholics Returning Home 
Designed to reach-out and invite non-
practising or inactive Catholics to “return 
home” to the Church. Programme runs 
Mondays – Thursdays in four locations around 
Christchurch and St Patrick’s Kaiapoi from 1 
– 25 March. Call: 0508 HOME NOW (0508 466 
366) www.catholicshomenow.co.nz

75th Jubilee St Paul’s School, Dallington, 
Saturday 6 February, 2010. Closing date for 
registrations 15 January. Contact: Pauline 388 
6533 www.saintpauls.school.nz 

The 7th National Interfaith Forum (including 
the National Women’s Forum and National 
Youth Forum). Keeping Faith in the Modern 
World. Caledonian Hall, 135 Kilmore Street, 
Christchurch. 26-28 February 2010. 

“Passion Play” Pilgrimage 2010.   
Fr Chris Friel will be leading two tours of small 
groups to the Passion Play at Oberammergau, 
Germany in 2010, for this once in a decade 
event. In August the tour includes Israel, 
Rome and the Play; the September tour 
covers Austria, Germany and the Play. Contact: 
Peter at the Tour Company 0800 356 728 by 
February.

Bishop Barry launches the new Pastoral 
Area at St Matthew’s, Bryndwr

Pastoral Areas Inaugurated
Bishop Barry recently inaugurated 
two pastoral areas: the West Coast 
and Christchurch North.  The launch 
of the pastoral areas now provides a 
structure for the present collaboration 
between parishes to be extended 
even further. The Bishop spoke of 
the “new circumstances calling for 
adjustments and fresh thinking”. This is 
characterised by each of us being called 
to be generous and creative.  “There is 
now a great need, and opportunity, for 
us to work together, sharing resources, 
programmes, planning and personnel 
across parish boundaries” he said.   

Permanent Diaconate 
Consultation
Over a number of months Bishop 
Barry has consulted priests, parish 
councils and pastoral area councils 
about the possible introduction of the 
permanent diaconate to our Diocese. 
This consultation came as a result of two 
approaches to the Bishop of men to be 
considered for the permanent diaconate. 
29 submissions were received and there 
was no strong voice either for or against 
their introduction. For now the bishop is 
putting this matter on hold.

‘Sunday Celebration in the 
Absence of a Priest’ workshops
This Celebration previously known as Liturgy 
of the Word with Holy Communion is to be 
used in emergency situations when a priest 
is unable to celebrate Sunday Mass at the 
last moment. Lay Leaders in parishes have 
been appointed by the Bishop to lead the 
Celebration and a document for leaders is 
shortly to be completed.

Workshops for Lay Leaders and Extraordinary 
Ministers of Holy Communion have been held 
in Christchurch and the South Canterbury and 
Mid Canterbury Pastoral Areas.

Lay Ministry Courses for 2010
NZQA Courses are again being offered by the 
Catholic Education Office for the Certificate 
in Pastoral Ministry and the Diploma in 
Religious Studies – Pastoral Ministry Stream. 
These free courses are taught in Christchurch, 
Timaru and Greymouth. A course participant, 
Rosemary Hargreaves says, “the greatest 
treasure has been in developing a true 
understanding of the Mass as our greatest gift 
from God and our greatest gift to God.” 2010 
brochures can be downloaded from www.chch.
catholic.org.nz/formation  
Contact: Charles Shaw Tel. 366 9869 
pastoral@chch.catholic.org.nz

Parish To Parish B & B
Latest Parish to Parish Bed & Breakfast 
book lists 190 homes in NZ & Australia 
for Catholics to enjoy hospitality for $30 
(one) or $40 (two). Send cheque for $15 
to 
Marie Anderson, 2 Brent Place, 
Christchurch 8053. Tel. 359 5541  
marie.ian@xtra.co.nz
 
Saturday evening concert  
at St Patrick’s Basilica, Waimate
Martin Setchell, an organist “a virtuoso 
of awesome capabilities” (Classic 
Music Web) and a lively, humorous  
personality, returns to play the famous 
Hobday organ on  February 27, 2010. 

Summer Oasis Conference 
January 10-14, 2010. 
Lamb of God centre, 
Thames Street, St Albans, 
Christchurch. Discipleship 
themes include “Why me? 
Why now? Why here? 
and Get Ready”. Healing 
ministry with Fr John Rea, 
SM. Contact: Tom Cabelles, 
Kairos NZ. Tel. 09 627 4569  
josethomascabelles@gmail.
com

Christmas and New Year’s Telecasts from 
the Vatican. Updates and information will be 
posted on www.pccs.va under “Mondovisione” 

St John The Baptist Scholarship.

Bishop Barry Jones invites applications from 
interested individuals who would like to 
undertake full time theological studies in 2010 
at Good Shepherd College (Auckland) or the 
programme at the Catholic Discipleship College 
(Auckland). Information and application form 
www.chch.catholic.org.nz/scholarship  
Tel. Fr John Adams 358 2611 

Rent the Geraldine presbytery -  
bookings from February. $55/night.
Contact: Fr Brian Fennessy, 30 Wilkin Street, 
Temuka. 7920. Tel. 03 615 7527
bfennessy@inet.net.nz 


