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Jason Evert hangs with students.
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Jason Evert wins over youth 
and their parents & caregivers
Engaging American speaker Jason Evert 
challenged and supported young people 
and parents of teenagers during his 
visit to the Diocese.  He addressed the 
question “How is a parent/caregiver to 
compete with internet porn, television, 
labels, advertising, and all the other 
influences that lure teenagers away 
from a pure life?”  Jason offered 
communication techniques , resources 
and a wealth of information  to assist  
parent/caregivers in their task as the 
primary sex educators of their children. 
He asked students to pray for their 
future husbands and wives, adding that 
the Sacraments and devotion to Mary 
would help them to live out a life of 
pure love.

“The pure man experiences 
the same desires as any other 
guy, but he refuses to let the 
beauty of a woman’s body 
distract him from the dignity 
she deserves. A lustful man, 
on the other hand, takes the 
beauty of a woman’s body and 
places it above the value of the 
woman herself.”  
Jason Evert, Pure Manhood.

Nick Collins and Ken Joblin at the studio.

Some student reactions: “I promise to not 
have sex before marriage;” “Thanks 
to you my boyfriend said he loves me 
enough to wait. You are amazing!”

Easter Series 
Winning 
Sounds 
The Easter series of Sounds Catholic 
on Plains FM96.9 has won an award 
for “Best Production” at the station’s 
annual awards evening. 

“We have been delighted to hear the 
variety and quality that Ken [Joblin] 
and Nick [Collins] produce,” announced 
Programme Co-ordinator Liz Belcher.

“We felt that the overall standard 
was consistent, that the use of outside 
recordings added an ambience, and that 
the content offered enough variety and 
information to keep the programme 
interesting“, she added. 

This series has featured David O’Neill 
gathering young people’s views of what 
Pentecost means to them, a visit to Good 
Shepherd House for the Year for Priests, 
a discussion about the ways people 
become Catholic and the reception of 
young adult Josh Taite into the Church.

If you missed them live on radio hear 
highlights retrospectively via podcast 
on the diocesan website 
www.chch.catholic.org/radio
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FROM THE BISHOP

Dear brothers and sisters in Christ, 

Child sex abuse in  
the Church 

As we know well, the Catholic Church 
in different parts of the world has been 
in the media spotlight in recent months 
because of the sexual abuse by some 
priests of children and minors in their 
care. Our long experience is that the 
relationship between Catholic families 
and priests has been characterized by 
great trust and respectful friendliness 
and familiarity. 

I, like you, have been deeply distressed 
to learn that the lives of innocent 
children and young people have been 
ruined by priests charged with their 
special care in the name of Jesus. Such 
abuse completely contradicts all that the 
Gospel reveals to us. Jesus himself told 
us “Let the children come to me...”    

The present confrontation of the 
reality of child abuse in the Catholic 
Church by priests is a moment of truth 
and grace.

Such an evil in the Church must be 
discovered and brought to light, so 
that victims can be cared for and the 
perpetrators of such crimes brought 
to justice. As Pope John Paul II stated, 
in regard to the fact of clerical sexual 
abuse, “People need to know that 
there is no place in the priesthood and 
religious life for those who would harm 
the young.” 

Compassion
As well as discomfort and anger, 

we need to reach for the virtue of 
compassion. Firstly, for the victims of 
sexual abuse whose distress is often 
lifelong. They have experienced what no 
child should ever have to experience. All 
children deserve to grow up in security, 
loved and cherished, with a strong 

sense of their self worth. Child sexual 
abuse subverts everything good about 
childhood.  

The priests who abused them must 
answer to legal and church authorities 
and be prevented from ever abusing 
others. They too need our compassion 
– it can be that perpetrators of such 
abuse have themselves been victims of 
such abuse in their own childhood. All 
such abusers are sick – healthy adults do 
not violate children. 

Our compassion should also extend 
to bishops, especially in past years. The 
knowledge and research about sexual 
abuse and paedophilia and ephebophilia 
(of post-pubescent adolescents) is 
relatively recent. In former times it 
seemed reasonable to treat offenders 
and return them to priestly duties 
because the compulsive element of 
this activity was not understood. In 
hindsight, this was a tragic mistake. In 
some cases, Pope Benedict has sought 
the resignations of bishops who failed 
to take obvious measures to protect 
the children in their care from abusive 
priests. 

Celibacy question
There is no evidence to support the 

claim that the celibacy of Catholic 
priests is a cause of such child sex abuse. 
Child sex abuse is a problem throughout 
society and most offenders are either 
married or have adult sexual partners.  

Protocol for complaints
In New Zealand, the Catholic 

Church has developed a structured 
and transparent process for dealing 
with any complaint of sexual abuse. 
Complainants are informed immediately 
of their right to go to the police with 
the complaint. It they do not wish to do 
so, the bishop, or leader of a religious 
congregation, must take steps to 
investigate the complaint, taking every 
precaution to attend to the claims of 
both truth and justice. This is sometimes 
very demanding, as it often takes many 
years for a complaint to be made, such is 
the effect of abuse on a young victim. As 
well, the alleged perpetrator may have 
died. 

Every investigation has oversight 
from outside the Diocese and is 
evaluated by a special Committee 
which prepares a report on the outcome 
of the investigation and makes 
recommendations to the Bishop or 
congregational leader. 

Seminary training
Church authorities have had to 

learn from what has happened. One 
precaution now in place means that 
all candidates for the seminary are 
tested for any pathology that might 
indicate potential problems. The 
human and spiritual formation of the 
seminary programme includes one to 
one dialogues with seminarians and a 
trained formator about personal sexual 
understandings and attitudes. 

Let us pray that God’s grace, at work 
in all human lives, will bring healing 
and draw good from evil. 
Yours sincerely,

Barry Jones.  
Bishop of Christchurch. 

Website messages
The diocesan website:  

www.chch.catholic.org.nz advertises 

events happening within the Diocese. 

As a parish, school, or church-

associated group you are welcome 

to advertise events. You can list your 

event from the link on the home page 

under ‘events’.

For Abuse Protocol details: 
http://www.chch.catholic.org.nz/abuse
Barbara Matthews (Bishop’s Deputy 
Delegate) Tel: 03-327 2219
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Fr Andrzej Bernady led a memorial service and Mass in 
Polish held at the Burnside parish centre to honour those 
who perished in the Polish presidential plane crash. For 
the Polish Association in Christchurch contact:  
christchurch@polonia.org.nz

Polish Mass

Brother Loughlan (“Lock”) Sofield certainly packed a lot 
into his nine days in the Diocese speaking on Collaborative 
Ministry. He shared a depth of wisdom from teaching in 
almost 300 dioceses on six continents, peppered with first-
rate humorous stories. Some people returned to two or even 
three of his popular workshops. For those who have attended 
the various workshops with Lock it has been a time of grace.  
People responded well to him. 

Tears flowed as people shared times when they have been 
ministered to, or when he led a process of gift discernment 
– identifying your own gifts, and allowing others to share the 
gifts that we have. 

He focused on our Diocesan Pastoral Plan, collaborative 
ministry, gift discernment, anger and forgiveness, burnout and 
the role of Parish pastoral councils.

“(Lock) was a man who understood the pressures on 
priests,” says Fr Simon Eccleton. “He showed us a model for 
gift discernment within the parish which was simple and 
effective.” 

“Brother Lock gave me a new understanding of where to 
start to achieve collaborative ministry,” says Maureen (North 
Canterbury). 

“I only wish we could have recorded his talks to share with 
our parish community. It was a privilege.”

“I realised that the laity have a major role to be involved not 
leave ‘it’ … to the ... priests” - Pat (Mid Canterbury) 

“God has given each person gifts and talents to be used in 
ministry for the building of his Kingdom. By ministry we mean 
the response one would make to a perceived need, because one has 
experienced the love of God and feels compelled to share this love.”  

- Ministry: Challenge to Christians.  
Br Loughlan Sofield ST

Br Loughlan Sofield ST
– Mid Canterbury

St Gregory’s Marian Group 
farewells 95 year old Peg 
Lyons after 27 years active 
membership. Still going 
strong, she has now become 
a prayer supporter. “She has 
been an inspiration through 
her prayer life and practical 
support,” says Mary Blank of 
St Gregory’s, Bishopdale and 
St Joseph’s, Papanui.

Brother “Lock” Sofield Promotes Collaboration 
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Catholic Schools’ Day

St Joseph’s School, Timaru joined Sacred Heart, 

St Patrick’s Waimate, Roncalli student leaders, 

St Joseph’s Pleasant Point, Fairlie & Temuka at 

Sacred Heart Basilica for Mass.

“I walked into the Church. Wow! It was high. It was awe-

some!” Ava Young (St Joseph’s, Timaru).

Roncalli Year 12 students 
organise games.

On bus, Aliesha Bradley & 
Charlotte Boyce.

St Joseph’s Papanui: ‘Unders & Overs’ – senior 
students organised the school sports day.

Lunch at Christ the 
King, Burnside.

St Joseph’s, Pleasant Point.

St Joseph’s, Timaru.

The theme of this year’s national Catholic Schools’ Day was ‘Be the change’. And part of the ethos of Catholic schools is to nur-
ture leadership skills in our students, so they are able to make the world a better place through creativity and service to others, 
said Br Pat Lynch, CEO of NZ Catholic Education Office. So, why not have fun along the way?   
All the primary schools in our diocese  
made the most of  
this special day ….
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Schools

Schools

Our Lady of Victories.

St Joseph’s School, Rangiora: Each 
classroom cooked different cultural 
dishes.

Mosaic made especially for the day.

St Joseph’s, 
Rangiora.

St Patrick’s Waimate, joined with five other 

South Canterbury Catholic Schools for our 

Catholic Schools’ Day celebration.

“We played some games like Duck, Duck, Goose.” Ella 

(St Patrick’s, Waimate).

Anika Robinson, Sophie 
Mathews and Ella Hart at 
Sacred Heart, Timaru.

St James, Aranui.

St Albans

“...after the com-

bined schools’ Mass 

we shared a big 

cake in the shape of 

a cross!” By William 

and Angus.

Rimu Class, St 
Patrick’s, Kaiapoi 
and Mrs James 
wear Catholic 
Schools’ Day 
badges.
“Wow! I never knew 
there was so many 
of us. It feels kind of 
good to be part of so 
many!” 

“Catholic Schools make no apology for placing 

an emphasis on spiritual and faith development 

as the dynamo for positive action in New  

Zealand society and in the world at large.” 

Br Pat Lynch, 
NZ Catholic Education Office.

Opus Consulting: Proudly Supporting Catholic Schools
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The Year for Priests, inaugurated to mark 
the 150th anniversary of the death of the 
Curé of Ars, closed on June 19, 2010 when 
Pope Benedict presided at a world meeting of 
Priests in St Peter’s Square, the Vatican. In 
Christchurch a week earlier, on the Feast of 
the Sacred Heart of Jesus Archbishop Charles 
Balvo, the Apostolic Nuncio to New Zealand 
and the Pacific Islands, concelebrated Mass.  

“As co-workers with the priests of our dioceses, 
and in union with Pope Benedict and all 
who have been ordained to the ministerial 
priesthood throughout the ages, we humbly 
ask you to pray with us and for us, priests 
and bishops of Aotearoa New Zealand that 
we may be deeply and faithfully renewed in 
the gift and grace of our ordination. Pray too, 
that the Lord’s call to priesthood, in service of 
the Body of Christ, will fall on open ears and 
hearts.” - NZ Bishops.

On Anzac Day a Byzantine-rite 
Mass was celebrated at St Paul’s 
Dallington by Bishop Peter Stasiuk, 
CSsR during his pastoral visit to 
Ukrainian Eastern-rite Catholics.  
L-R Servers Frances, James and 
Grace with Fr Miles O’Malley and 
Bishop Peter Stasiuk.

Eastern-rite Catholics 
pray with their Bishop

Brother Loughlan Sofield ST titled 
his latest book Facing Forgiveness. 
Forgiveness, he writes, is the treatment 
of choice for anger; it’s a process one 
has to go through, acknowledging first 
that there is anger – only then can the 
process truly begin. 

He has worked with Pastoral Councils 
in six other countries and delivers a 
message of active spirituality. He talks 
of the two realities confronting society 
today; extreme individualism, and the 
divorce of faith from ordinary family 
and social life. He quotes the Irish 
bishop: “Paddy O’Shea went to church, 
he never missed a Sunday; when he 
died he went to hell, for what he did on 
Monday.”

If we are to build Christian 
communities, then for the sake of 
mission we must become communities 
of disciples. Brother Lock was very 

impressed with our Diocesan Pastoral 
Plan’s guidelines. A Pastoral Plan is 
built on a foundation of spirituality, the 
Eucharist and prayer. We need to be 
transformed by the Eucharist – to live it, 
he says. 

The most effective people in mission 
are those who are alive. He quotes yet 
another bishop, this one American: 
“Burn-out in my diocese is not a 
problem – the problem is ignition!”

He belongs to the Missionary Cenacle 
Apostolate, which was established just 
over a century ago by a Vincentian 
priest in the United States. The aim is to 
mission the laity to become disciples in 
the workplace. Their two major charisms 
are, firstly, to work with the poor and 
the abandoned, and secondly, to make 
every Catholic an apostle and missionary 
in the daily providence of their life.

Br Loughlan Sofield  
on ‘Facing Forgiveness’
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Inform: Reflecting 
back on your years as a 
priest, what have you 
discovered?
Is there anybody else in society 
that is made so welcome in 
peoples’ lives and homes as a 
Catholic priest? 

Three early appointments 
in my life as a priest had 
a big influence. The youth 
movement that coincided 
with the Vatican Council 
- highlighting the nature of the Church 
strongly in terms of the Body of Christ, the 
People of God. The Young Catholic Worker 
movement’s See, Judge and Act approach. 
I’m a bit puzzled when I look back and see 
how strongly the Authority of the Church has 
condemned Liberation Theology. 

Then my experience in Geraldine parish 
in the heart of native bush [where] my love 
of nature was strengthened, compared to the 
hectic days in youth movement and prison 
chaplaincy. I discovered that there was a real 
New Zealand in existence, that all the good 
and bad things didn’t just happen overseas.

That was followed by New Brighton 
when all the liturgical reforms were being 
implemented … a rich experience. We had 
good parish community based programmes 
and parish retreats at the Redemptorist 
monastery. The renewing of the inside of the 
Church was based on the liturgy document 
from the Vatican Council and assisted by a 
very good artist who lived in the district, Ria 
Bancroft.

Inform: How are you spending your 
time at the moment?
Over the years I’ve had a little interest in 
astronomy, in the natural world around 
us.  I’ve membership of the Canterbury 
Astronomical Society. I’ve developed an 
interest in wood carving – which speaks of the 
structures of timber; painting – which speaks 
of the colour in nature; and a keyboard that 
gives some appreciation of sound. 

And the reference library we now have 

Father Pat Crawford
in our computers means 
you don’t have to go to the 
library to do research … try 
to improve one’s knowledge 
of the great world we’re 
part of.

Inform: You are a long-
standing member of 
the Church’s sexual 
abuse and misconduct 
Protocol committee. 
Have you observed cases 
of healing?

One would get the impression from publicity 
that healing comes with money, because there 
is usually a request for big payouts. I’m not so 
sure that it’s automatic. Monetary recompense 
for harm done doesn’t necessarily resolve the 
problem, something deep has to be required 
for healing to take place. 

Certainly it helps once you’ve acknowledged 
the victim’s case is true and they’re believed. 
It takes some years before a person can own 
up to what happened to them as a child - they 
often blame themselves they say - before they 
acknowledge the problem. 

Yes in the long run I have known a couple 
of cases of healing; and strangely enough the 
cases in which they’ve experienced healing 
I’ve witnessed have been in cases that weren’t 
resolved. They couldn’t find the person they 
complained about, it wasn’t proven anywhere, 
but I think they could see the Church was 
genuine in its compassion and its apologies, 
its sorrow that this has happened to these 
people. 
Inform: Can you see a change over time 
in the Church as a result of the abuses?
I think it will mean a big change in the 
Church. It won’t change our teaching, but 
the living reality, when we realise the depth 
of Original Sin that we’re all exposed to.  
Ordination of a priest doesn’t remove one from 
being a human being. 

I think the Church will be more purified in 
the long run and the ideals more closely lived 
by. We will have to be held accountable for our 
behaviour and be more open.” 

Father ‘DK’ RIP  
– a loyal Irishman
“In the 64 years of his priesthood Fr 
D.K. O’Sullivan’s appreciation of it never 
changed ... he loved the priesthood, he 
loved being a priest, and he loved being 
with priests”, said Bishop Barry Jones in 
his funeral homily. 

In April 1945 ‘DK’ (as everyone 
called him) wrote to the Bishop of 
Christchurch from All Hallows College, 
Dublin to inform him that he had just 
been ordained a subdeacon. God willing, 
he added, he would be ordained as 
a priest in June “… to which we are 
looking forward,” he told Bishop Lyons, 
“as the greatest day of our lives”. 

His first appointment was to Hokitika, 
then on to Addington, Ross, Lincoln, 
Lyttelton, Kumara, Geraldine, Temuka, 
Pleasant Point, and finally Leeston and 
Rakaia. In retirement at Burnside Parish 
he was most available to assist priests 
and people.

“Fr Kevin lived a humble and 
simple priestly life”, said Bishop Barry, 
“without causing controversy, without 
occupying any high profile positions of 
prominence, he exercised the leadership 
of a faithful priest blessed with a gentle 
and kind heart.” 

“This diocese owes an inestimable 
debt of gratitude to the Irish priests who 
committed themselves to Christchurch 
as seminarians.”

A Good Knight 
“By virtue of the powers vested in me, I am about to receive you as Members of 
the Most Venerable Order of the Hospital of St John of Jerusalem, on behalf of Her 
Majesty the Queen, our Sovereign Head,” said the Grand Prior, His Royal Highness, 
the Duke of Gloucester to the postulants, including Fr Kevin Clark, who was 
invested as a Knight of St John. Also attending was the Governor General, Sr Anand 
Satyananand who is supreme head of the Order in NZ.  

Fr Kevin KSt J was appointed the Catholic Bishop of Christchurch’s representative 
to St John in the early 1960s. Since then he has participated in investiture services, 
dedicated new ambulances and buildings, and provided first aid instruction to the 
Chatham Islanders. The organisation dates back 900 years to the first Crusade, and 
was established in NZ at St Mary’s Merivale on 30 April 1885 by the Anglican and 
Catholic dioceses of Christchurch.

Fr Kevin is 
knighted in the 
Christchurch 
Town Hall. 
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Marching from a memorial to Kiwis 
who gave their lives in wars held special 
significance for over 300 protesters who 
walked to Cathedral Square in April. 
Different denominations listened to 
speakers, including Catholic college 
students Chris Houghton (St Bedes), 
Bethany Entwistle (Villa Maria) and 
Sneha George (Marian College). 

Extra Catholics 
Returning Home 
series offered
In response to email enquiries 
from late-comers who missed the 
Lenten series, an extra programme 
for Catholics Returning Home 
was offered in June at Christ the 
King, Burnside. Another 19 non-
practising Catholics interested in 
re-connecting with their faith had 
attended the 4-week programme 
in March. Next year it will run 
after Easter instead of beforehand. 
Research has shown that a 
personal invitation from a friend 
or family member is the most 
powerful influence for Catholics 
to come home again to active life 
in the church. Details: freephone 
0508 HOME NOW (0508 466 366) 
www.catholicshomenow.co.nz 

‘Mother’s love 
conquers the world’ 
In 1995 two English grandmothers, 
Veronica and Sandra, felt led by the 
Lord to pray in a special way for 
their children.  Mother’s Prayers was 
launched for mothers who wish to 
pray together for their children and 
grandchildren. It is now in over 70 
countries. Groups of up to eight may 
be started with only two mothers.  
NZ Co-ordinator Eileen Romanos 
romanos@slingshot.co.nz  visited 
our Diocese to meet groups and 
Pastoral Assistants. 
Contact: Janese Tel. 359 6247

Eileen Romanos, in front, meets (standing l-r), Linlee Popham and Judith O’Sullivan, Riccarton; 
Sr Bertha Hurley smsm, Sr Marietta Parsons smsm, Bryndwr/St Albans; Raylene Monteba, Marie 
Therese McRae and Janese Pepper, Papanui. 

They expressed their commitment to 
upholding the value of all human life. 

The theme for the 2010 South Island 
March for Life was to draw attention 
to the Family Planning Association’s 
application to issue the drug RU486. 
If approved this aborting drug may 
be made available from its 30 clinics 
throughout New Zealand.

Inaugural March for Life starts at 
Bridge of Remembrance



INFORM JUNE 2010  �

New Missal resource 
A DVD ROM has been developed to 
assist with the introduction later this 
year of the  new  English translation  of  
the  Roman  Missal produced  by  the 
International  Commission  on  English  
in  the  Liturgy (ICEL). It’s called Become 
One Body One Spirit in Christ and costs $29 
(incl. GST + P&P). It’s designed for the 
whole Catholic community, including 
educators and Catechists, parishioners, 
families and adult  faith  groups, RCIA 
groups, and those involved in outreach 
and evangelisation. Contact: http:/
becomeonebodyonespiritinchrist.org

Tertiary Students Tuck In
Celebrating a Seder Meal at Easter at Kolbe 
House, the Catholic Tertiary Chaplaincy.  L-R 
Sr Sylvia, Rachel van der Plas, Kerry Brunton, 
Becky Stone, Alex Bailey, Jess Stenberg, Megan 
Fowler.

Amanda Woods, head of music at 
Marian College, has won a rare National 
Excellence in Teaching and Leadership 
Award (NEiTA). She was one of only 
four secondary teachers and the only 
South Islander to receive the regional 
award, which was presented to her 
at Parliament. Mike Nolan, Manager 
of the Catholic Education Office, 
acknowledged her at the colours 
assembly to enthusiastic applause from 
her students.

Her citation, supported by the college, 

Fr Mark Walls blesses Christchurch’s 
fourth artificial hockey surface at St Bede’s 
College. The new Olympia Polygras turf 
and lighting cost $1.3 million. “Without the 
generous support of old boys and charities 
like NZ Community Trust, Christchurch City 
Council, the Canterbury Community Trust 
this wouldn’t have happened,” says Rector 
Justin Boyle.

School Trustee Elections 2010
Over half (54.2%) of the elected parent 
trustees in Catholic schools in our 
diocese were new to the board of a 
Catholic state integrated school, as at 
the end of May. This includes some new 
to secondary schools who had served on 
primary schools. And one-third (32.5%) 
of the Proprietor’s appointees are new to 
their school’s board. 

“These trustees are courageous people 
who are willing to take a leadership role 
in their school/parish communities,” 
says manager of the Catholic Education 
Office, Mike Nolan. “Each trustee carries 
in their hands a precious taonga, as each 
and every trustee has a personal, as well 
as a collective, responsibility for the 
Catholic Special Character of the school 
community they serve,” he added.

Education

Amanda Woods Named Top Teacher 

Amanda Woods jams with Marian 
students Heather Webb on drums, 
and Mikyla Challies and Margot 
Fluitsma on guitars.

said that she was “resourceful and 
inventive” in creating opportunities 
for pupils to develop their skills 
through music technology and musical 
productions. 

“NEiTA aims to acknowledge and 
honour teachers and leaders and the 
valuable role they play, and to also build 
the status of the profession, encouraging 
talented students to seriously consider 
teaching as a career,” says Terry 
O’Connell, chairman of the NEiTA 
Foundation.

Students from St Kevin’s College, Oamaru, enjoying 
the Taj Mahal. L-R  Lizzie Talaska, Grace Hastie, Caleb 
Grove, Charlotte Dogterom (front).  

Planning is underway for another visit to discover  
the poorest of the poor. Lizzie Talaska reflects on  
her experience in December:

After months of preparation and fundraising, I finally set off to India on the 
Edmund Rice Indian Immersion trip. I was with students from St Kevin’s College, 
St Thomas of Canterbury College and Villa Maria College.

We spent five weeks travelling in India, the most important two weeks in 
Calcutta. We volunteered at Mother Teresa’s homes, working with disabled 
orphans, the dying, mentally and physically disabled adults, street children and 
the destitute. I didn’t think that I would be able to leave the disabled orphans 
when the time came. This whole experience really changed my perception of life 
and made me appreciate what I have here at home. Namaste.

India makes deep impact 
on Catholic youth 

Opus Consulting: Proudly Supporting Catholic Schools
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Around the 

Around the Parishes

St Patrick’s, Greymouth celebrates summer. 

Icons – the ‘windows 
of heaven’
“It has been a wonderful 
experience, traumatic at times 
but overall quite uplifting,” says 
artist Jayne Cummins (at left) 
on writing the icon ‘Virgin of the 
Passion’ recently blessed at St. 
Matthew’s, Bryndwr.  “A lot of 

prayer went into the painting, as I really wanted to convey the 
character rather than the physical likeness of the Virgin, at 
the same time knowing that icon traditions do not allow the 
subject to show emotions.” 

In this particular icon the child Jesus is out playing when 
he sees two angels coming towards him, one carrying a cross 
and the other a spear and sponge.  Knowing what this means 
he runs to his mother for comfort, and in his haste loses his 
sandal. He looks back to see if the angels are following. 

An icon is an inspired pictorial representation of revealed 
truth or doctrine, to engage the viewer to meditate and to 
pray.  During the Dark Ages when the general public were 
not allowed to have a Bible, and during Mass the priest went 
behind a curtain, paintings were put around the building for 
people to focus on when praying. 

It’s a tie!
For only the second time in its 63 year history, the Bishop 
Lyons Shield was jointly won in March by St Bede’s 
College and St Thomas of Canterbury. Next came 2009 
winners Marian College. Tim Robinson, St Bede’s College, 
was named best speaker Bishop Lyons 2010.

Liturgical treat
Bishop Peter Elliott of the Melbourne Diocese gave 
a public address in Christchurch on Pope Benedict’s 
understanding of the liturgy, its centrality to the life of the 
Church and his hopes for its continuing development. 

61 Hour Vigil Leads to Pentecost
Inspired by the call of Pope Leo XIII back to the “upper 
room” of Pentecost, several hundred from around the 
Diocese joined in continuous adoration of the Blessed 
Eucharist, in a 61-hour vigil at Christ the King Parish, 
finishing on Pentecost Sunday. 

eConference
Parishioners of Our Lady of Perpetual Help and St 
Matthew’s parishes joined 300 sites across Australia, and 
19 countries throughout the world, for the third national 
eConference hosted by the Australian Catholic Bishops 
in May. Fr Francis Moloney SDB explained the growing 
understanding and role of Mary as first disciple in the 
early Church. More details at www.vividas.com 

Surprises in store at Vinnies’ 
St Vincent de Paul society now has a third retail shop at 
384 Ferry Road, Christchurch. Volunteers and items for 
this and all their stores welcome. Contact: Linda 982 5663. 

A ‘wonderful 
ambassadress for St 
Roch’s’ recognised
A rare papal honour Pro-Ecclesia et 
Pontifice (the Cross for the Church 
and Pontiff), the highest medal that 
can be awarded to the laity, has been 
presented to Monica Mary Smith of 
St Roch parish Hanmer Springs. 

Monica has been a loyal and 
tireless contributor to the parish since her marriage 57 years 
ago. “In all her community activities she is known as a 
faithful Catholic, and her example of Christian faith has been 
acknowledged publicly by local Anglican and Presbyterian 
ministers,” says parishioner Mary Quick. 

After receiving the award at Mass from Fr Kevin Foote, on 
behalf of Bishop Barry Jones, she was feted at the Hot Springs 
Hotel. Rev Ann Boss said Grace and a toast was proposed by 
parishioner Tony Scott. Her strong faith “comes from one 
person, my maternal grandmother,” replied Monica. 

“Let us do without hesitation any good that lies at 
our hands.” Blessed Frederic Ozanam, Founder of 
Society of St Vincent de Paul

HAPPENINGS
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Coming up for youth…
Antioch Camp, 2-4 July • Youth Rally, 18 July
Diocesan Youth Mass, 1 August
Jam Camp (Years 7-8), 14 -15 August
Arise (Young Adults conference) 9 October. 
Contact the team: cyt@chch.catholic.org.nz

A passion for 
teaching Teens 
drives US expert 
visitor
Engaging pro-chastity advocate Jason 
Evert worked like a man possessed 
while visiting the Diocese from the 
USA. In just two days he made a deep 
impression on over 2000 students in 
four Catholic secondary schools. In his 
powerful presentation Romance without 
Regret Jason spoke about true love, and 
the difference between love and lust. To 
400 parents and caregivers at St Bede’s 
College he addressed the question 
“How is a parent/caregiver to compete 
with internet porn, television, labels, 
advertising, and all the other influences 
that lure teenagers away from a pure 
life?”  

Following Jason’s visit his effective 
DVD-based Theology of the Body for 
Teens programme is being taught 
through the Youth Team to anybody 
interested in running this programme 
in their parish/pastoral area. It includes 
tips, facts, stats and techniques on 
raising a teenager in the 21st Century.

SINGout4JUSTICE  
“And I can’t fight the present,  
can’t fight the past,

But the future’s still unwritten,  
I’ve got a pen …”

The winner 
of the Caritas 
SingOut4Justice 
songwriting 
competition, run 
during Lent 2010, 
was Rahul George 
from St Bede’s 
College with his 
song Society’s Tale. 
“I wrote this song 
to show people that poverty can be 
made a thing of the past,” says Rahul. 
“If we work together we make a big 
difference.”
As well as a SINGout4JUSTICE winner’s 
certificate Rahul won $400 in music 
vouchers and $100 to be spent on a 
Caritas Love in Action gift.

Ignite Leadership Camp
Learning to grow as leaders at the annual Ignite weekend. Topics included leading by 
example, spiritual gifting, team work, and relationship based ministry. 

Rejuvenating Young Adults
Young Adults stop in at the Community of the Beatitudes, Leithfield on their 
Hanmer Springs retreat day. A time to be spiritually ‘rejuvenated’

Bree Moller on the flying fox at 
Woodend Ignite camp 

Sancta Sanctis 
Bishop Barry’s first Sancta Sanctis 
catechesis for 2010 at Christ the King 
Parish, was titled Come Holy Spirit. 
“There would be no doubting the fact 
that the Holy Spirit worked powerfully 
in the hearts of those present,” says 
Chris Lysaght, Director, Catholic 
Diocesan Youth Team.

“The quality of a man’s love for a woman 
can be measured by his feeling of respon-
sibility for her. … If a man says he loves 
a woman, but has no desire to protect her 
body and soul, then his ‘love’ is only for 
pleasure. … Regardless of the past, it’s 
never too late to become the man you ought 
to be.” Jason Evert, Pure Manhood.
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Around the Parishes

Bishop Martin’s insights  
‘were arresting’

“All who heard Bishop Martin preach could only marvel at his courage, commitment, 
and zealousness in proclaiming the Gospel,” says Pat Barrett about Bishop Martin 
Uzoukwu of Minna Diocese, Nigeria, who was special guest of Bishop Barry during 
a week of Divine Mercy activities throughout the diocese. His homily at Christ the 
King Parish on Divine Mercy Sunday was heard by 350. He said that at its core the 
mission and message of the Church is Divine Mercy Incarnate – Jesus Christ. 
A DVD of the Divine Mercy Mass at Christ the King Parish is available for $12 from 
Divine Mercy Publications, PO Box 20266 Christchurch 8543 info@divinemercy.co.nz 

Road Retreats in North 
and South Islands
Renowned author Joy Cowley has 
helped develop a new initiative: two 
8-day pilgrimages to sacred Catholic 
sites in Aotearoa New Zealand.  “What 
richness there is,” she says. 

The Road Retreats include historical 
sites, present-day apostolates, Maori 
spirituality, Catholic art and music, 
education and formation centres, places 
of scenic beauty, and daily Mass with 
local communities. 

The first begins in Auckland on 
14 November, 2010 and takes in 
Totara Point where Bishop Pompallier 
celebrated Mass in 1838, Southern Stars 
Abbey, Kopua, Suzanne Aubert’s grave, 
Island Bay. Cenacle Sister and poet Anne 

Powell is spiritual director. 
The second ends at the Bluff marae 

after places like Holy Name Seminary 
Mosgiel, the Polish church and the 
Rongo memorial where Parihaka 
Maori men were imprisoned on Otago 
peninsula. 

Bishop Barry has appointed Msgr 
Jim Harrington liaison person for this 
diocese. He expects that highlights 
will include Akaroa, Temuka and the 
Cathedral, along with other points of 
interest.
Contact: Travel agent Patricia Parsons. 
patriciaparsons@slingshot.co.nz 

PO Box 1467, Waikato Mail Centre, 

Hamilton 3240. 

Bishop Martin 
with a gift for 
Dominique 
Barrett 

Fr Chris Friel shows his lack of sack 
racing skills at St Andrews primary 
school during the South Canterbury 
picnic, which included Sacred Heart, St 
Thomas and St Patrick parishes. 
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New Parish Priest of Holy Family, Burwood, Fr 
Job Thaickalamury is welcomed by, left to right, 
Peter McMullan, Thea Beever, Isabel O’Connor, 
Amy Brown, John Haughey (obscured) and 
Ursula Culley.

It was “a very joyful occasion” for 
Sisters Carmela O’Reilly and Fatafehi 
Taufa who celebrated their 60th and 
25th Jubilees respectively, with a Mass 
celebrated by Father Vince Onesi, a 
cousin of Sr Fehi’s from Hastings. 
Anglican Sisters from the Community 
of the Sacred Name entertained guests 
with a special song. While here all our 
region’s sisters undertook a virtual Mary 
Potter pilgrimage, led by London Sisters 
Elizabeth Gilroy and Elizabeth Farmer. 

New Website for 
Mary MacKillop 
Canonisation
Preparations are well underway to 
celebrate the canonisation of Blessed 
Mary MacKillop on the weekend of 
20/21 November 2010. Visitors will be 
able to visit the graveside of Mary’s 
brother John in the Barbadoes Street 
cemetery and celebrate Mass at the 
Cathedral. 

Pupils from the Josephite Schools 
of Temuka, Pleasant Point, Fairlie 
and Waimate, are expected to make 
a pilgrimage to Christchurch. The 
Australian Sisters of St Joseph arrived 
in Temuka on 1 November 1883 to open 
a Parish School, which Blessed Mary 
visited three times. 

A highly interactive website www.
marymackillop.org.au was recently 
launched featuring rare images of Mary, 
readings of her final letters and virtual 
tours of her last home, Alma Cottage. 

Simon’s Legacy to 
Help Cancer Society
In memory of Simon Twoomey, who 
died from cancer in 2008, his family is 
publishing a book of the blog that he 
wrote during his illness, with funds 
going to The Cancer Society.  Simon’s 
entertaining writing style, shaped while 
a pupil at St Peters’ Beckenham and 
St Bede’s College, captures readers. He 
writes, “… Mum cried for a long time. 
Dad tried to comfort her, but he didn’t 
cry himself. I don’t think I’ve actually 
ever seen my father cry, although he 
might have done when Michael Jones 
ruptured his knee at Athletic Park in 
1989.”

The book contains Msgr Tom Power’s 
homily (reproduced in Tui Motu) and 
two moving eulogies given by Luke 
O’Donnell, ex St Thomas’ and Jeremy 
Holgate, ex St Bede’s. $25 (+ postage) 
email: pip2me@yahoo.com 

All proceeds to Cancer Society.  

Rome Seminar 
on Identity and 
Dialogue 
Christchurch-born New Zealand 
Catholic Bishops Conference 
communications adviser, Angela 
Pyke, joined over 300 international 
participants at the seventh Professional 
Seminar for Church Communications 
Offices, held in Rome.

After attending a General Audience 
with Pope Benedict XVI participants 
visited the Press Office of the Holy 
See and met with director, Fr Federico 
Lombardi. He addressed the recent 
media coverage of sexual abuse in the 
Church and emphasised the importance 
of transparent communication. “Sharing 
experiences and ideas with other Church 
communicators from around the world 
was invaluable,” says Angela.

130 members and guests from sister churches 
at the Catholic Women’s League annual 
conference pray in the Woolston Club. Later they 
heard keynote speakers Sr Jill McLoughlin RSJ 
and Anglican City Missioner Michael  
Gorman.

Anglican Sisters Celebrate 
Little Company of Mary 
Jubilees

Used with the permission of the Trustees of the Sisters of St Joseph. 

 Anglican sisters 
sing a special 
song

Angela Pyke with Fr 
Federico Lombardi
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Teeming Wellington southerly rain 
did not dampen the spirits of over 250 
couples and priests involved in pre-
marriage and marriage enrichment 
education for their biennial training 
weekend. Our diocese was well 
represented. Archbishop John Dew led 
a Maori welcome in the Brentwood 
Hotel and later thanked those who have 
served in this ministry, some for over 35 
years. 
Scott Stanley in Denver Colorado via a 
live video link discussed his new book 
and website Sliding versus Deciding, based 
on extensive research into relationships. 
Other highlights included sex therapist 
Robyn Salisbury, author Joy Cowley, 
celebrity couples quizzes and dine & 
dance. 

Marriage conference prayer 
The look of love
Oh God your look of love 
gave life to all that is,
and holds all things in being.
Help us, made in your image, to look at 
ourselves
and others with the same life-giving love; 
to gaze in wonder on all you have made;
to rejoice in the splendour of all that we 
see.
May our look neither hurt nor judge
but only heal and honour.
Held by you in the look of love, 
may we radiate your joy and peace
in the sight of those we meet,
and look lovingly on all.
Fr James Lyons

Life In The Spirit Seminar Inspires
“The whole weekend was one of teamwork and harmony, inspired by the talks on 
God’s love, Salvation, receiving God’s gifts, growth and transformation, prayer and 
praise, Reconciliation, Benediction, and the release of the Holy Spirit,” says Fr Rick 
Loughlan, instigator of a Life in the Spirit Seminar at St Matthew’s, Bryndwr.  

32 eager parishioners with 15 enthusiastic Team Leaders, heard talks by Ruth and 
Matt Green, Danny Kavanagh and Sister Agnes of the Beatitudes, together with 
absorbing testimonies and insights from various Team Leaders.  

“Avengers” John Steed and Emma  
Peel, aka Russell and Theresa Madden.

Marriage 
Educators 
Rediscover  

the Look of Love
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Pastoral 
Planning

Pastoral Planning Office

Joshua Men 
Encounter 
Jesus at 
Successful 
Weekend 
“It was fantastic,” says Mark Milne 
about the Joshua Men’s Fellowship 
retreat. “Fr Ken is truly gifted, and 
he related easily with the men”, who 
were celebrating 10 years of Joshua 
in Christchurch. Fr Ken Barker MGL 
is founder and moderator of the new 
congregation of priests, nuns and 
laity, Missionaries of God’s Love in 
Australia.  

Mark says the Holy Spirit was 
gently moving in Wainui. “It was 
reassuring for me in the testimonies, 
and seeing several men lying on the 
floor resting in the Spirit, that the 
Lord is forming a strong brotherhood 
of men of God”. 

The Future Provision 
of Sunday Mass in the 
Diocese
In December Bishop Barry said in 
Inform that “the Sunday celebration 
(of the Mass) is the veritable heartbeat 
of the Church… and at the present 
time my great concern is to ensure that 
Sunday Mass is available for the people 
of our Diocese”.  

A report on The Provision of Sunday 
Mass in the Christchurch Diocese was 
considered by the priests at a special 
Clergy Day and they provided him with 
feedback. Also, other comments and 
written submissions were considered by 
the College of Consultors, and are being 
incorporated into a revised document. 
This will again be circulated to the 
priests for further consideration, then 
sent to parish pastoral area councils for 
feedback. 

The report proposes a reduction in the 
number of parishes with some parishes 
being amalgamated.

Trusted care for our Seniors.

Each Home Instead Senior Care franchise office is
independently owned and operated. 

Call for a free,
no-obligation appointment:

• Companionship

• Meal Preparation

• Personal Care

• Light Housekeeping

• Shopping & Errands

             Christchurch            
   (03) 384 8484

homeinstead.co.nz

Jason McTague, from St. Paul’s Parish, 
Dallington, has been awarded the St John the 
Baptist scholarship, named after the patron 
saint of our Diocese. It will assist his full time 
study at Good Shepherd College in Auckland, 
where he is in his final year. 

Sunday Celebration 
in the Absence of  
a Priest
A new rite has been developed over 
the past two years for our diocese for a 
Sunday Celebration in the Absence of a 
Priest. Bishop Barry has approved its use 
when emergency situations require it.

Names of lay leaders from each parish 
have been submitted to the Bishop 
for approval to lead the Celebration. 
Training workshops have been held 
in Christchurch, the Mid Canterbury, 
South Canterbury and Christchurch 
South Pastoral Areas. 

Looking for ongoing faith 
formation? 
Learn more about your faith. 
Free courses coming up …
• The Liturgical Year 
(Christchurch)

• Introduction to Spirituality for 
Youth Ministers (Christchurch)

• Understanding Sacraments 
(Timaru)

Taught by Catholic Education Office 
staff, these can be taken for NZQA 
credit or for interest only.
See www.chch.catholic.org.nz/
formation  Contact: Charles Shaw 
Tel. 03-366 9869  
cshaw@chch.catholic.org.nz 
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A quarterly newsletter published by the Catholic Bishop of Christchurch. 
Ensure any photos are ‘attached’ to the email rather than embedded in the 
article. JPG format is most suitable for photos.

Deadline for next issue: 30 July 2010.

Contributions may be sent at any time to:
The Editor, Gerard Duignan
P O Box 4544, Christchurch 3041
027 540 8265 • (03) 355 3988

Email: inform@chch.catholic.org.nz • Website: www.chch.catholic.org.nz

What’s on?

The Newsletter of the Catholic Bishop of Christchurch

Diocesan Welfare Council 
welcomes parish contact
Parish Councils and other groups are 
encouraged to meet and discuss welfare 
matters with Murray Winder, Chairman 
of the Diocesan Welfare Council. Please 
ring Rosalie Matthews at Cathedral 
House (tel. 366-9869) to arrange a time.

St Thomas of Canterbury 
College 50th Jubilee 
6-9 October 2011. Enquiries Chris 
O’Connell oconnellc2@hotmail.com 

St Bede’s College PTA 
celebrates 50 years 
of service to the College with a dance to 
live band “The Vivas” on Saturday 26th 
June, and watching the All Blacks vs 
Wales rugby game. Past and present PTA 
members and anyone else with a school 
connection are welcome. Tickets $15. 
sbc@stbedes.school.nz   Tel. 375 0647. 

Rosary House Spiritual Life 
Centre Day Programmes: 
• First steps in the spiritual life. Fr 

John Adams, 10am-3pm, Sat 3 July.
• In you we live, and move, and have 

our being. Fr Gerard Whiteford SM, 
10am - 4pm, Sat 11 September. $40

• Formed by faith. Fr John O’Connor, 
10am - 4pm, 30 October. $40

• Guided/directed six day retreats. 
Stillness, silence and the beauty of 
Hagley Park. Any time after 8am 
until 5pm.

• Finding God in the dark. Fr Gerard 
Whiteford SM & Fr Carl Telford SM. 
27 Sept - 2 Oct. $360

• Eyes to see, Ears to hear. The artist’s 
offering. Fr Gerard Whiteford SM 
8- 13 Nov. $360 

Tel.379 1298 email: roho@xtra.co.nz  

Celebrate Love weekend.  A 
private experience open to married 
couples of any faith, who want the best 
marriage. The two-day enrichment 
seminar helps couples resolve issues 
that have caused hurt, and renew their 
trust and love. 16- 17 October, 2010 at St 
Gregory’s parish centre.  
www.celebratelove.co.nz Contact: 
Therese Roughan 351 8002 or Theresa 
Madden 358 2364.

Antioch Camp 
The 2010 Antioch camp for Years 11-13, 
2-4 July at Woodend Christian Camp, 
$70.
Run by young people for young 
people to learn more about your faith. 
Registration forms in parishes or 
Catholic Youth Team office. Contact: 
Chris or Matt 366 9869  
cyt@chch.catholic.org.nz

If you are going  
into hospital…
A Catholic priest is always available for 
urgent calls by asking hospital staff to 
contact him. However, the Privacy Act 
requires that all personal information 
– including being a Roman Catholic - 
must be entered into Hospital Records 
by a family member.  Otherwise the 
Catholic hospital chaplains may not 
know he/she is there. 

New Brighton Catholic School 
75th Jubilee Labour weekend, 
23/24 October 2010. Enquiries Katrina 
Galbraith, Tel. 382 3387  
gerry.katrina@gmail.com

Sisters of Mercy celebrate 
over 550 years of service
Back row: Golden Jubilarian, Sr Ellen 
Duffy. Diamond Jubilarians; Sisters M. 
Joan Kinney, Madeline Manning, M. 
Cornelia Kearns, and Susan Ashby. 
Front row: Sisters M. Catherine O’Neil, 
Monica Iredale, and Hilary Swanson. 


