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It was standing room only when Fr Paul 
Turner, the diocese of Kansas City-St. 
Joseph, explained the proposed changes 
to the Missal, how and why the prayers 
and responses of the Mass are changing. 
They result from a ‘formal’ translation of 
the original Latin Mass. They replace the 
‘dynamic’ interpretation of the last 40 
years, that followed the Second Vatican 
Council.

Director of the National Liturgy Office, 
Fr Trevor Murray, described Fr Turner’s 

tour as a “great start to the catechesis 
for the introduction of the new Roman 
Missal to the Church in Aotearoa New 
Zealand.”

“Fr Turner helped us to understand 
the who, why and how of the Missal 
revision and his presentations were 
enlightening, encouraging and thought-
provoking,” Fr Murray said. 

Fr Paul noted that the texts from 
the revised Order of Mass received 
recognitio (final approval) from the Holy 
See on June 23, 2008.

New Missal Text Imminent

New CYT Staff Member 
– Jason McTague 
Jason McTague has been employed full time in the CYT 
office. He brings a wealth of youth ministry experience to the 
role, having worked and volunteered in various capacities 
in the Diocese. Over the past two and a half years, Jason 
has been studying toward a Bachelor of Theology at Good 
Shepherd College in Auckland. His wife Debra is expecting 
their first child end of August. 

This followed approval of the 
definitive English text of the Roman 
Missal (Third Edition) on 30 April by 
the Congregation for Divine Worship 
and the Discipline of the Sacraments.  
However, recently the Holy See has 
made several changes to texts that were 
previously considered final. 

For the last four years Fr Paul has 
assisted the international Commission 
on English in the Liturgy (ICEL) in its 
revision work.

The Bishops are hoping that the 
Roman Missal will be officially launched 
in Aotearoa New Zealand on the first 
Sunday of Advent, 28 November 2010.

Chris Lysaght 
welcomes Debra 
and Jason 
McTague to the 
Youth Team

Fr Paul Turner answers 
a question from Sr Kath 
Rushton RSM, Anne 
Talaska and Steven 
Roach.
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FROM THE BISHOP

Lectio Divina
Dear brothers and sisters in Christ, 
The Latin phrase Lectio Divina refers to 
a method of reading and praying the 
Holy Scriptures, and has been translated 
as “reading with God.” It is a method 
and process of approaching the Word of 
God which has a solid foundation in the 
Tradition of the Church.    

Pope Benedict has commended it 
to us all on more than one occasion. 
Before the last Synod of Bishops devoted 
to ‘The Word of God in the Mission 
and Life of the Church’ he gave this 
endorsement to it.  “ … I would like in 
particular to recall and recommend the 
ancient tradition of Lectio Divina… if it  
is effectively promoted, this practice will 
bring to the Church – I am convinced of 
it – a new spiritual springtime.” 

Four steps
Four steps make up the process and 
practice of lectio divina; they are usually 
given in Latin as lectio, meditatio, 
oratio and contemplatio, and usually 
translated as reading, meditation, 
prayer and contemplation. This four 

step process of approaching and praying 
the Word of God can be as simple or as 
complicated as you like. 

In a group
One great positive element about lectio 
divina is that it can be used by one 
person praying alone, or by a group. I 
witnessed a group using the method 
earlier this year when Te Runanga o 
te Hahi Katorika met in Christchurch,  
and saw clearly how God touched and 
addressed each person through their 
common reflection on his Word. 

The group used four simple questions 
to open up and to share the Gospel from 
Sunday Mass: 

• What is the Word saying?(lectio). 
• What is the Word saying to me? 

(meditatio). 
• What do I wish to say to God? 

(oratio). 
• Because of this Word, for what 

should I rejoice and be thankful ? 
(contemplatio). 

It went so well that the process 
continued long past the scheduled 
finishing time.

These four steps can be used either in 
sequence or not. 

The first step encourages a very careful 
reading of the text, a savouring of it 
phrase by phrase. 

The second encourages you to look 
carefully at what is affecting your life 
at present so that the Word can shed 
light and lead you to converse with God 
which is the third step. 

The final element is to be still and able 
to rest in God’s truth and love made 
known by the Word made flesh, Jesus. 
Yours sincerely,

+ Barry Jones.  
Bishop of Christchurch. 
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From the Editor
“Language is culture expressing 
itself in sound” 

It’s not like left-footer Catholics, 
Cantabrians and Coasters to stay 
silent when there’s the threat of 
change in the air. And changing the 
words of the Mass after forty years 
is a great chance to have word or 
two. After all, language is at the 
heart of all cultures. 

Words encapsulate the shared 
values, beliefs and behaviours that 
groups of people have in common. 
As a researcher called Williams (not 
Cardinal Tom) said, “language is 
culture expressing itself in sound”. 
So, changing the language used in 
the Mass, which the Catechism of 
the Catholic Church says is “the 
source and summit of the Christian 
life”, profoundly begs a question or 
three about those things we hold 
in common. Together we pray them 
out loud. It’s no surprise therefore 
that there’ll be strong views about 
the new version. 

It heralds a new culture in the 
rituals we use to profess our faith, 
even if it is returning to more 
formally follow the Latin form. 
Chewing over the new words will 
help us to think again about the 
faith we hold in common. 

Thanks to all contributors to 
Inform … and to you for reading it! 
Please pass it on. 

– Gerard Duignan 

Deadline for Christmas issue:  
12 November 2010
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“It’s been a stimulating musical challenge for me, with a huge 
and varied amount of choral repertoire to learn and rehearse” 
says Michael Lawrence, recently appointed assistant musical 
director at the Cathedral of the Blessed Sacrament. Currently 
he’s visiting Catholic schools, listening to young singers for 
the CBS Junior choir. “There are some fine voices out there!”

Recently retired as HOD Music at St Andrew’s College, he 
is well established in Christchurch as a brilliant pianist and 
organist, and in high demand as a skilled accompanist. 

“Getting to grips with the Cathedral organ has been a 
pleasure too, as it’s a long time since I played the instrument,” 
he notes. 

Director Don Whelan remarks that Michael’s many years  
at Christ the King parish, Burnside, “have equipped him 
superbly for his new role as a member of the Cathedral 
musical team.” 

Pastoral visit – St Bernadette’s
Ebenezer Iosefa (centre) leads children in a dance during 
Bishop Barry Jones’ visit to St Bernadette’s parish Hornby. 
Under organiser Eseta Kaio the group train hard, with 
encouragement from Fr Paulo Filoiali-i. The children’s 
liturgy group has grown in five years from 5 or 6 to 
between 30 and 60. Notable  

New Assistant 
Musical 
Director 

Website 
messages
The diocesan website:  
www.chch.catholic.
org.nz advertises events 
happening within the 
Diocese. 
As a parish, school, 
or church-associated 
group you are welcome 
to advertise events. You 
can list your event from 
the link on the home 
page under ‘events’.

Youth Mission House –  
Can you help?   
The Catholic Youth Team needs assistance finding a house 
to rent for all or part of January 2011. It’s for a new 
initiative by the Christchurch Diocesan Mission Team 
who will volunteer to live together in community for a 
year, working with youth and young adults in the Diocese. 
Young adults will live out their faith and serve the Lord and 
his Church. They also need furniture, and of course prayer 
for their preparations. Contact Chris Lysaght  
clysaght@chch.catholic.org.nz Tel 366 9869 / 027 520 6497
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Schools

Opus Consulting: Proudly Supporting Catholic Schools

Lani Hohepa (Year 12 at Marian College) has been 
selected for the NZ Artistic Gymnastics Team 

Commonwealth Games in India in September and then 
onto the World Gymnastics Championships in Rotterdam, 

the Netherlands, in late October. 

Rowers from Canterbury Catholic schools have been selected for the 
World championships. 

Nathan Flannery from St Thomas of Canterbury is in the junior men’s 
quad, and Villa Maria’s Grace Prendergast was selected for the national 

women’s junior coxless four. It’s the first time either school has produced 
a NZ rower. 

Also, Bea Heaphy-Hall a former pupil of Marian College and Louise 
Liversey from Roncalli College are both in the junior women’s quad 

scull. All four went to the Czech Republic for the Junior World Champs. 
Finn Scott, previously head boy at Roncalli, raced in the Under 23 World 

Champs in Belarussia.
Meanwhile St Bede’s old boys Mark Meates and James Sheehan are 

managers of both the NZ Juniors and NZ U23 teams. Another Bedean 
John Wylie has just been made a life member of Rowing NZ.

Finian Scott in 
the bow seat of 
the NZ Under 23 
lightweight four. 
[pic: Igor Meijer]

Louise Livesey winner 
of the Under 18 scull at 
Maadi Cup.

Nathan Flannery and  
St Thomas’s crew 
race at the Maadi Cup 
regatta
[pic: Garrick Cameron]

Artistic Gymnastics
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Just over twelve months ago Pope 
Benedict dedicated the Year for Priests 
on the 150th anniversary of the death of 
the Cure d’Ars, St John Vianney. 

Shortly afterwards, Fr Carl Telford, 
parish priest at St Mary’s Manchester 
Street, asked himself: “Why a year for 
Priests? Why are they being given this 
attention?” 

His response was, “By putting before 
us the figure of St John Vianney, our 
Holy Father is drawing our attention 
to a priest who had an imperfect lax 
parish.

“Under God’s grace, St John Vianney 
knew the first thing he must do to 
change the parish was to become holy 
himself. He spent long hours in deep 

Potential priests
Three years ago, with the support 
of Bishop Barry Jones, a prayer 
campaign was initiated by the 
diocesan Vocations to the Priesthood 
Team (VPT) to emphasise Thursdays 
as a day to pray for priests and 
for vocations to the priesthood. 
Research from around the world 
had pointed to a consistent link 
between prayer, particularly 
Eucharistic Adoration and vocations 
to the priesthood and religious 
life. Prayer cards were printed and 
posters designed for classrooms to 
support school children’s prayers. 

This year nine young men from 
this diocese (an unprecedented 
number in recent times) are 
discerning their vocation to the 
priesthood. Five are in the national 
seminary in Auckland, and four 
have started the discernment 
process at the pre-seminary, Good 
Shepherd House, Mairehau. 

 The Vocations to the Priesthood 
Team began twenty three years ago, 
when Sue Broad read Blazing the 
Trail in the Solomons by the late 
Emmet McHardy, SM. Then, under 
the guidance of Fr. Noel Delaney, 
SM, she started a New Zealand 
wide ‘Thursday a Day to Pray for 
Priests’ campaign. Today the VPT 
includes Fr. John Adams, Sister 
Marietta Parsons, smsm, Msgr. 
Charles Drennen, Fr. Michael 
Pui and Chris Lysaght. Says Sue 
Broad, “It’s a great story of God’s 
faithfulness ... the only problem is, 
God doesn’t wear a watch!”

“Holy priests is what we ask 
God for!”

prayer before the Tabernacle. In the 
pulpit, St John by his preaching of the 
authentic unchanging Gospel in season 
and out of season, and by his work 
in the confessional, called his small 
obscure parish of Ars to change. 

“The parish did change and was 
converted because they had a holy 
priest. May there be many more! 

Of course in God’s plan it is frequently 
the prayers of holy parishioners, 
especially the ill, that change the priest’s 
heart. We are not independent units. 
We are sheep and shepherd, one flock. 
Please join us in praying that the priests 
of St Mary’s may be holy and also all 
our priests in our Diocese especially our 
dedicated Bishop.”

Who are these four? Before the non-decomposed body of the Curé of Ars, St John 
Vianney, Fr Rick Loughlin, Sr Therese and Fr Kevin Foote. 
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“It is rare for ritual language to change. 
It will not be easy to let go of the words 
that we have said, heard and sung 
at Mass and receive the words that 
are changing, said the bishops, when 
announcing the new English translation 
of the Roman Missal.  “We are 
convinced that by paying close attention 
to both the demands and the delights 
these new texts will place upon us, we 
will inevitably be drawn more fully into 
the beauty of liturgical prayer”. 

A DVD One Body, One Spirit in Christ 
as a tool for catechesis will be available 
shortly. Over the following months 
we are asked not only to make time to 
explore the new texts, but also to look 
at how the Eucharist is being celebrated 
in parishes, schools and communities 
and give prayerful and thoughtful 
consideration towards liturgical 
practices. 

The new book received final approval 
(recognitio) from the Congregation 
for Divine Worship and the Discipline 
of Sacraments on 30 April 2010 and 
is expected to be in use from the first 
day of Advent. On 1 November bulletin 
notes will be sent out and, on the 
feast of Christ the King, 21 November, 
there will be a ‘Liturgy of Transition’ 
– farewelling the present missal and 

welcoming the new one.
A renewed translation of the text 

into Maori has been prepared through 
consultation with the bishops’ Maori 
Catholic Advisory body, Te Rununga o Te 
Hahi Katorika.

The booklet “New Words. Deeper 
Meaning. Same Mass. Understanding 
the Revised Mass Texts” is available to 
view or print on the Diocesan website: 
www.chch.catholic.org.nz/missal

April May June July August September October November December

• Rome grants 
Recognitio for the 
Roman Missal 
(Third Edition).

• May
Bulletin Notes to 
parishes, schools 
and communities 
for newsletters/
notice boards.

• 29-30 June
Clergy Workshops 
presented by Fr 
Paul Turner.

• 1-15 July
Clergy Workshops 
presented by Fr 
Paul Turner.

• 9-10 July
National  
Workshop for 
Liturgical Ministers 
presented by Fr 
Paul Turner.

• 18 July
Pastoral Letter
"New Words. 
Deeper Meaning. 
Same Mass." to be 
read at all Masses.

Catechesis 
booklet, New 
Words. Deeper 
Meaning. Same 
Mass., to be 
distributed at all 
Masses.

• 25 July
Homily 1 on the 
"Presences of 
Christ in the 
Liturgy".

• 1 August
Homily 2 on the 
"Presences of 
Christ in the 
Liturgy".

• 8 August
Homily 3 on the 
"Presences of 
Christ in the 
Liturgy".

• 15 August
Homily 4 on the 
"Presences of 
Christ in the 
Liturgy".

• September
Workshops for 
Liturgical 
Ministers.

CD and music for 
Mass chants.

CD and music for 
Trilingual Mass
(English, M ori & 
Latin).

• October
Advent 2010 
resources to 
parishes, schools 
& communities.

Templates (data 
projector, OHP & 
print) for the 
"People's Parts of 
the Mass" to 
parishes, schools 
& communities.

Missals to be 
distributed.

• 1 November
Bulletin Notes (4 
weeks) to 
parishes, schools 
& communities for 
newsletters/notice 
boards.

• 21 November
Feast of Christ the 
King - Liturgy of 
Transition - 
farewelling the 
present Missal;
welcoming the 
new Missal.

• 28 November
Launch of the 
Roman Missal
(Third Edition.

New Missal Texts Coming 

Fr Paul Turner launched the book 
throughout the country.

TIMELINE 2010:
Introduction of 
the Roman Missal 
to the Church in 
Aotearoa  
New Zealand

Become One Body  
One Spirit in Christ
KIA KOTAHI A-TINANA A-WAIRUA  
I ROTO I A TE KARAITI
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 “… In 1946 the Bishops of New Zealand announced that 
a minor seminary would be opened in Christchurch. It was 
probably this which confirmed my decision to be a priest. 
And so it was that I found myself a first day student of Holy 
Name Seminary with forty other teenagers from all over the 
country.  
It soon became obvious that I had a relationship with my 
parish priest that other students did not enjoy. One day 

the ‘Mons’ [Dr. James Kennedy] arrived at the door of the 
seminary with a box full of fruit for me! On another occasion 
we were practicing for a sung Mass at the Cathedral when 
a loud voice was heard saying, “Is James Harrington there 
by chance this afternoon?” It was a question I was never 
allowed to forget! 
Monsignor Kennedy was a great and good priest. May he rest 
in peace..

Pen pals for Prisoners 
Helpers are being sought to ‘adopt’ 

a prisoner and write on a regular basis 
to inmates of a maximum security jail 
in Zambia, central Africa. Divine Mercy 

Volunteers To Visit 
Prison
Burnside, Sockburn and Hornby 
groups need more volunteers to 
join their monthly cycle of prison 
visiting. It’s an opportunity to be 
with prisoners in the services and 
to talk with them during the cuppa 
afterwards. There are five Church 
services a month conducted by 
the Chaplaincy Team at Rolleston 
Prison on Monday or Wednesday 
6-7pm, with Mass every second 
month. Contact: Prison Chaplain, 
Maka Tatafu Tel. 388 8433. 

News
Monsignor Harrington, parish priest, Holy Name parish, 

Ashburton, reflects at the end of the Year for Priests: 

(From the Friends of the Cathedral newsletter, June 2010).

Publications trust have set up a team 
of 275 mostly Catholic letter writers, 
who become pen pals, writing every 1-2 
months. With the letters they also send 

clothes and toiletries, and 
in some case pay a portion 
of their children‘s school 
fees to prevent them 
becoming ‘street kids‘.

There are over 450 
inmates in desperate 
need of consolation and 
encouragement. Some 
never see their families 
and are in poor health. 
They are served by an Irish 

Catholic priest, whom they see 2-3 times 
per month.

This is a long term commitment as 
writers and inmates often develop a 
close relationship over many years, 
with all costs covered by Divine Mercy.  
Contact: Tel. 359 2087  
info@divinemercy.co.nz

“We are all missionaries by  
virtue of our baptism.” 
On Sunday 24 October we join with Catholics world-wide in the campaign to 
“Reach Out and Give Life”. We give thanks for our Catholic faith, but also answer 
the call to help support the efforts of those proclaiming it in mainly poor mission 
lands. 
Offerings collected on World Mission Sunday go to a common fund of solidarity, 
distributed in the Pope’s name, by the Society for the Propagation of the Faith, 
among missions and missionaries throughout the world. Missionz P O Box 12322 
Wellington 6144 Tel. (04) 472-2210 pmsnz@xtra.co.nz     

“I ask everyone, as a credible sign of communion among the Churches, to offer financial 
assistance, especially in these times of crisis affecting all humanity, to enable the young local 
Churches to illuminate the nations with the Gospel of charity. 
The goal of the Church’s mission is to illumine all peoples with the light of the Gospel as they 
journey through history towards God. … The Church works not to extend her power or assert 
her dominion, but to lead all people to Christ, the salvation of the world.” 

Pope Benedict XVI Mission Sunday message 2009.
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“We are really a diocesan history group, 
more than focused just on archives,” 
says Michael Hanrahan, one of a keen 
group of volunteer archivists led by 
Fr Kevin Clark. “Anyone is welcome 
to come along to our very occasional 
gatherings and to suggest and/or 
organise projects gathering information 
and organising it in such a way it is 
available to researchers,” says Michael.

The very informal group meets 
annually around August, and publishes 
an occasional newsletter, which is 
posted on the diocesan website. A 
team of dedicated women spend most 
Thursdays cataloguing and preserving 
the very large photo collection in the 
archives in the Cathedral office. It’s 
mostly privately funded.

Every church in the diocese, past 
and present - about 180 all told – have 

The photographic collection of the 
diocesan archives has been boosted 
recently by the gift of a CD from Ray 
Morris of 53 photos of the earlier years 
of the Hibernian Catholic Benefit 
Society in Canterbury. They come 
from a collection at the Ferrymead 
historic Lodge Hall, and form an 
important record of members and their 
contribution to the Society. St Patrick’s 
82 branch, which was founded in 1873, 
is still alive, and has amalgamated with 
at least 14 other branches which have 
closed over time. Archivists would be 
grateful if some missing names could be 
identified. Contact: mhhh@xtra.co.nz or 
Tel. 358 8758.  

News
Diocesan ‘History Group’ 
Welcomes New Members 

been documented. Fr Clark’s recently 
published necrology of priests is 
ongoing. 

From 2004 all the baptismal records 
were transcribed onto an indexed CD. 
The centennial history of the Cathedral 
has been written. Contact: Fr Kevin 
Clarke c/- Tel. 366 9869.

Necrology of priests  
of our diocese
Diocesan archivist Fr Kevin Clark 
and a small band of helpers have 
collated details of more than 400 
names of priests who have served 
in the Christchurch diocese over 
the last 170 years. The recent 
computerization of baptismal 
records has enabled the names of 
priests officiating at baptisms to 
be listed in a publication called a 
necrology. However, many details, 
such as death dates and places of 
burial have yet to be found.  

Hibernian pictures 
donated

Michael 
Hanrahan

Landmark neo-classical St Mary’s 
Catholic Church, Hokitika, has 
been upgraded to a Category 
1 heritage place (the highest 
possible) by the Historic Places 
Trust, which describes it as 
“outstanding within the Hokitika 
townscape”. It was opened in 1914 
but not completed until 1928, 
interrupted by the World War I. 
Its portico and tower were added 
in 1921 by the then parish priest 
Dr James Kennedy. When the 
church was formally consecrated 
by Bishop Joyce in 1960 the elderly 
Msgr Kennedy was invited to give 
the homily. 

Historic listing
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Schools

Over 100 people crowded into St Paul’s 
Dallington foyer on a wet Friday evening 
for the launch of a new colourful book 
Uniquely Gifted – A collection of stories 
from Faith and Light friends. A labour 
of love by Joan Lydon and colleagues 
has borne fruit with a second delightful 
collection of interviews and reflections 
of parents and members of ‘Faith and 
Light’ with intellectual and physical 
disabilities.  Joan’s daughter Mary Anne 
was the inspiration for the first book 
more than ten years ago. 

‘Faith and Light’ is an international 
ecumenical community movement 
which was begun in 1971 in Lourdes, 
France, by lay Catholics Marie-Helene 
Mathieu and Jean Vanier, whose  
visit to New Zealand features in the 
book. 

“We believe that the person with 
the intellectual disability has a unique 
and sacred value,” says NZ Provincial 
co-ordinator, Mary de Leijer from 
Canterbury.  There are numerous stories, 
cartoons by Sr Maria Josef Park, rndm, 
pictures, uplifting poems and song 
lyrics. Also a quick 12-year history of 
the now 50-strong ‘Friendship Choir’ 
that was formed after the closure of the 
Templeton Centre, and the ‘Humdinger 
Singers’. Members of each choir 
performed at the launch. For copies of 
the book contact:  
lydon@paradise.net.nz 960 2669.

$1000 Art 
Competition
To celebrate its Golden Jubilee 
next year, the Catholic Enquiry 
Centre is sponsoring a national art 
competition, which is based on 
the third Luminous Mystery of 
the Rosary “Jesus proclaims the 
Kingdom of God”. 

Director Father Allan Jones SM 
says “while our work is generally 
directed to non-Catholic people 
who are interested to learn more 
about the Church, this Faith in Art 
event offers college students and 
older people a chance to reflect 
on their faith and give it tangible 
expression using an art form.”

There are two sections: one for 
Year 12 and 13 students in Catholic 
colleges, and the other for Catholic 
artists who have left school. Entries 
close 7 October 2010.

 Each section winner receives 
$1,000 and will be invited to exhibit 
their work in their home Diocese. 
Contact: Tel. (04) 385 8518   
www.faithinart.org.nz  
contact@faithinart.org.nz

Nativity 
Wallhangings 
Making a 
Difference
Pakistani women in the village of 
Tonypara, Sindh province near the 
Indian border, handcraft beautiful 
Christmas wall hangings. Each one is 
unique and can hang in the home or be 
gifted. 

Proceeds from their sale go to the 
women and to support the work of 
Columban missionary Fr Dan O’Connor, 
originally from Kokatahi near Hokitika. 
The project started last year when 
Fr Dan returned home and 220 were 
ordered. As a result the women have felt 
a new empowerment – most had never 
earned anything before. 

Orders can be made now for hangings 
to arrive in time for Christmas. Email 
Maria Rohs, nativitywh@xtra.co.nz    

Stories About 
Uniquely Gifted in 
Print

Graphic designer Catherine 
Waller, editor Helen Caldwell, 
Joan Lydon, and Adele Beattie 
share a story about the book 
with Barbara Te Miha. 

Christmas comes early for James 
and Niamh Rattray from St Peter’s 
Beckenham.

Opus Consulting: Proudly Supporting Catholic Schools
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Around the Parishes
The annual Waimakariri Art Expo this year featured 

photographs such as these by Fr Michael Pui, Parish Priest at 
St Patrick’s Kaiapoi, along with artwork by other parishioners. 

See http://www.kaiapoiartexpo.co.nz/   
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Antioch 2010 Review 
“Antioch was AMAZING! It was one of 
the best moments in my life,” said one 
of 85 people aged 11-13 who gathered 
at Woodend Christian Camp. It was 
a defining and life changing time for 
young people led by a team of 10 young 
leaders. The highlight was the Saturday 
evening healing and reconciliation 
session. Leaders relished how the young 
people got on so well, supported and 
cared for each other. 

Ongoing Theology of 
the Body for Teens  
Since Jason Evert’s recent visit, a 
group of adults have been meeting 
weekly at CYT, undergoing training 
in the Theology of the Body for Teens 
programme. The hope is that they’ll run 
this programme in parishes and schools 
throughout the Diocese. It has had a 
profound effect on the young people 
previously. 

“It was a great blessing to meet you in New 
Zealand … work tirelessly to spread the 
message of chastity. You know how badly 
the world needs to hear the truth … The 
greatest thing that you can do for the world 
is your own sanctity and holiness. One 
of my professors always used to say that 
God is infinitely more interested in your 
own conversion than he is in using you to 
convert others. Therefore, make your lives 
intensely Eucharistic. Be assured of my 
prayers!” Jason Evert

Rangiora writes:
“Rangiora Parish offered Theology of 
the Body for Teens for a year. It was 
initially greeted with some nervousness 
by teens and their parents. But … with 

New Certificate 
in Catholic Youth 
Ministry
Lecturers from the Catholic Education 
Office in Barbadoes St. have begun 
teaching a new certificate in Catholic 
Youth Ministry. And it’s free. 

The NZQA approved course is made 
up of seven papers organised into three 
main streams: Scripture, Theology 
and Youth Ministry, and includes a 
practical component. The papers may 
be studied in any order, however the 
Youth Ministry component began on 20 
August. 
Learners (18 years and over) will:
• Enrich understanding of Catholic 

faith and practice
• Acquire the knowledge and basic 

skills to work with young people 
• Participate more fully in the life of 

the Church
• Learn more about theology, Scripture 

and youth ministry
• Explore ideas and interact with 

others doing the course.
The courses can be studied at a 

distance, and there’s a ‘personal interest’ 
(no-assessment) option.

 “Young Catholics are called to follow 
Jesus: not just in the future as adults, 
but now as maturing disciples.” – Pope 
John-Paul II, Ecclesia in Oceania, 2001. 
Contact: Charles Shaw Tel 366 9869  
cshaw@chch.catholic.org.nz 

At Kolbe House . . .
• Dr.  Alex Tan, Catholic lecturer in 
political science, spoke about the 
Catholic influence in politics and 
speculated about how it might be felt in 
the future 
• A talk by Sr. Kath Rushton RSM on 
the Gospel of Luke seeded an ongoing 
study group
• John and Celia Kennedy of Family Life 
International spent a day on theology of 
the body 
• Annual academic mass was celebrated 
by Bishop Barry Jones with tertiary 
staff and students at Rutherford and 
Rochester Hall 
• Fr Paul Williamson SM gave an 
historical and theological discussion on 
our Second Eucharistic prayer. 

Ariba Ariba! - Antioch leaders 
Chris Houghton & Olivia Gay

this programme I have seen more joy 
and hope for teenagers - and their 
parents - than I have seen in any other 
programme for teens. The kids find it is 
“cool” to live in love - as God intended. 
It’s good for our kids, our families, our 
Church, and our world.”

Young Adults Retreat 
to “Encounter God 
Anew”
“90% of prayer is listening to God” 
explained Fr Peter Ewart SM to twenty-
two 25-39 year-old young adults at their 
retreat at Wainui on Banks Peninsula. 
He gave six talks on ‘grace, conversion 
and redemption’, a theme inspired by 
prayer cards made by Caritas for people 
to pray for prisoners. Each participant 
was given a prayer card to pray for past 
and present occupants of a particular 
cell in a New Zealand prison. 

Coming up for 
youth…
Revolution Camp 24-26 Sept. 
Designed for years 9 and 10 students. 

Arise (Young Adults conference) 9 
October

Contact: Chris, Matt, Jason 366 9869  
027 520 6497  
cyt@chch.catholic.org.nz

Kolbe House, Canterbury University 
Catholic Tertiary Centre
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Around the Parishes

Trusted care for our Seniors.

Each Home Instead Senior Care franchise office is
independently owned and operated. 

Call for a free,
no-obligation appointment:

• Companionship

• Meal Preparation

• Personal Care

• Light Housekeeping

• Shopping & Errands

             Christchurch            
   (03) 384 8484

homeinstead.co.nz

A half-century of service
Fr Denis Nolan (who served in the Chathams 1984-87) unveiled, 
dedicated and blessed a plaque in April. It is in appreciation for 
the 50 years of service 1949-1999 that the Holy Faith Sisters gave 
to the communities of Chatham and Pitt Islands. They provided 
medical aid there, as well as inspiration, hospitality and friendship 
on the journey of life and faith. 

60 people gathered for the ceremony including  a new generation 
of school children & teachers who led a waiata of appreciation. 

“How welcoming the islanders were … 
just wonderful!” enthuses Holy Faith 
Sister Cora Grennan CHF about her 
recent visit to the Chatham Islands at 
the invitation of their Parish Priest Fr 
John O’Connor. 
“They still have such happy memories 
of the SMSM sisters who were running 
the hospital from 1939-1999.” They love 
having the priest with them for a couple 
of weeks every two or three months, but 
for most of the year they live without 

Mass, although they have to have 
consecrated hosts - the Real Presence of 
Jesus - for Sunday Celebrations when 
there is an Extraordinary Minister of 
Holy Communion. 
“We saw no children in church, but they 
need regular religious education as do 
their parents. It is a real mission parish 
of our Diocese,” she says. “Please pray 
for them.” Hopefully better weather on a 
future visit will allow a visit to Our Lady 
of the Antipodes on Pitt Island. 

Catching up in St Therese of Lisieux Church Chatham 
Island, Sr Deirdre Nelson CHF second from left, with 
Shane Harris, Marguerette Johanson, Joan Hough, 
Anita Page, Alfred Johanson and Glenice Day. 

Remotest Area of Diocese 

MOPS Ashburton
Mothers of Pre-schoolers 
(MOPS) from Holy Name parish, 
Ashburton and Holy Spirit parish, 
Tinwald have been meeting 
regularly since 2008 for coffee 
and crayons, as a way to connect 
families and link to St Joseph’s 
School. Next meeting Wed. 15 
Sep. 10-11:30am. Contact: Louise 
McCrea Tel. 03-308 4338.  
corgs.lou@paradise.net.nz 

Back row: Karen Meehan with 
Benjamin Kilgour (6 months), 
Molly Meehan (5), Alastair 
Kilgour (5). 

Middle Row: Louise McCrea with 
4-month old twins, Jonathon 
Kilgour (7), Catherine Kilgour

Front row: Michael Meehan (2) 
and Brendan McCrea (3) 
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New Manager  
Michael Gousmett of Rangiora 
has been appointed to improve 
the management of the Society as 
national development manager. He 
is also building up the new shop in 
Ferry Road, Opawa.

St Vincent de Paul Society 

Celebrates 350th Anniversary

To recognise the 350th Anniversary this year of the 

deaths of founders St Vincent de Paul and St Louise de 

Marillac in 1660, Bishop Barry Jones will offer Mass 

at 7pm in the Cathedral on 27 September, St Vincent’s 

Feast Day. Followed by a get-together in the Samoan 

Centre.  

Before that supporters and friends of the Society are 

invited to join them in a novena of Rosaries in parishes 

beginning Sunday 19 Sept.

Local Anniversaries coming

On Sunday 15 August in the Grey Power Rooms in 

Hokitika they celebrated 25 years for the Conference, 

along with Mass. Long time officers Elva Prendergast, 

Eileen Roberts and Mary Ogilvie were recognised. 

National President Michael Hanrahan noted that theirs 

is “the only charity shop in Hokitika and a real service to 

the community”. Later Riccarton and Halswell celebrate 

60 and 40 years respectively.

Tim O’Sullivan discusses St Vincent de Paul work with presidents Gerry Stone, Rangiora, Mark White, Greymouth, Richard Patrick, Hornby, and Fr Jack O’Connor at the first such meeting in the country. 

Fr Rick Loughnan blesses the 
new St Vincent de Paul shop 
in Ferry Road, Opawa in May

Julia Thwaites of 

St. Teresa’s School, 

Riccarton, Vinnies 

prepares for a Funky 

Fluro Friday mufti and 

cupcake day to raise 

money for lunch boxes 

for refugee children.

Always time for a cuppa for Tim O’Sullivan and Hokitika Conference members.
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Fr Paddy Cahill cuts a cake 
following a special Mass and 
gathering of over 30 friends on the 
52nd anniversary of his ordination 
to the Priesthood.

HAPPENINGS
Sr Eveleen Retreat House
Sumner – Residential five day silent 
retreats with contemplative community 
prayer facilitated twice daily, 5 - 11 
Sep. and 24 Sep.- 1 Oct. 2010. Contact: 
sr.eveleen@xtra.co.nz  326 6897

Padre Pio’s Centennial  
Fr Ermelindo DiCapua OFM Cap. of 
San Giovanni Rotondo, Italy, will visit 
our Diocese at the end of August. Fr 
Ermelindo spent six years with St Pio 
as his translator. To celebrate the 100th 
anniversary of St Pio of Pietrelcina’s 
ordination to the Priesthood everyone 
is invited to Holy hour, Divine Mercy 
chapel, and Mass at Christ the King 
Parish, Burnside at 2pm, Sunday 29 
August.

Back to the Future
St. Patrick’s School Greymouth will be 
opening a time capsule that was laid 
in 1985 on Sat. 23 Oct. 2010. If you 
are interested in attending contact: 
timecapsule85@stpatricksgm.school.nz

Concerted effort for Samoan appeal
A variety concert, to raise money to purchase water tanks for 
outlying villages in Samoa, featuring a wide range of performers, 
was organised by the Military and Hospitaller Order of Saint 
Lazarus of Jerusalem in August. 

Aussie choralists
The Youth Chorale of the National Children’s Choir of Australia, 
aged 13-24, made a sound impression in the Cathedral of the 
Blessed Sacrament in the first week of August, on their first 
overseas tour. The CBS Junior Choir, and Christchurch Boys’ High 
School choir and their school’s string orchestra performed superbly. 
The CBS Cathedral Choir joined in the spectacular Widor’s Mass for 
2 Choirs and 2 Organs, featuring Graham Hollobon and Nicholas 
Collins playing the organs.

JAM Camp
Years 7 & 8 had an awesome time in August at Blue Skies, Kaiapoi, 
including “games, learning about Jesus, music and other stuff” at 
the CYT JAM Camp.

New book launched
Sacred Heart Church Hall seemed a fitting venue for the launch this 
month of the book “Call to Mission: The story of the Mission Sisters 
of Aotearoa New Zealand and Samoa” by Sr Susan Smith RNDM. 

Our place in the future church?
Theologian Fr Neil Darragh asked questions like “What would be 
our mission in the wider world?” and “What changes will we make 
to get there?” in a one-day Dominican workshop this month at the 
Knox Centre, Christchurch. 

Academic Mass
The annual Mass for current and past tertiary students and staff 
was celebrated by Bishop Jones, Sunday 8 August, in the Rochester 
Chapel, Canterbury University, followed by a light supper.  

Book stall 
A successful book stall allowed parishioners the chance to buy 
and donate books to renew the Hoon Hay parish library recently. 
In addition, the parish council purchased items provided by the 
Catholic Shop, Chancery Lane. Other parishes wishing to do the 
same may contact Bernard Wilkins at the shop Tel. 366 2853.

Symposium for Catholic School Trustees
A host of new and returning trustees and school principals 
gathered at Cathedral College for a day of familiarization and 
inspiration by the Catholic Education Office staff in July. 

What’s on?
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Pastoral 
Planning

Pastoral Planning Office

Preparations are well underway to 
celebrate the canonisation of Blessed 
Mary MacKillop, the founder of the 
Congregation of the Sisters of St. 
Joseph, including two special Masses 
in our Diocese. She will be canonised 
in Rome on Sunday the 17th October, 
2010 and celebrations will take place 
throughout November.  Everyone is 
most welcome to attend and celebrate 
this historic occasion for Australasia.
At home the Christchurch Diocese 
will celebrate two Masses: one in the 
Cathedral of the Blessed Sacrament at 
1pm on Saturday 20 November,  
followed by refreshments, and the  
other in Temuka the following day. 

The sisters came to Temuka in 1883, 
the first foundation outside of Australia. 
Because of this Mass will be held in St 
Joseph’s church at 11am on Sunday 21 
November, followed by a light luncheon. 

A short prayer service in the 
Barbadoes Street cemetery, Christchurch 
at the grave of John MacKillop, her 
brother, will precede Mass. John died 
aged 22 from lockjaw while working 
in New Zealand. It is certain that Mary 
visited his grave.  

Meanwhile, the bishops encouraged 
parishes and schools to find ways to 
celebrate the canonisation in a letter on 

Trish Dakers, Marian College Director of 
Religious Studies, holds a sculpture of Blessed 
Mary MacKillop carved from a red gum fence 
post from the Penola Station, South Australia, 
where Mary worked as governess. In 2009 
French sculptor Guy Detot exhibited 25 similar 
sculptures in her original schoolhouse which 
he had been asked to create to celebrate the 
centenary of Mary MacKillop.  They are now 
in Josephite schools around Australasia. Mary 
is represented with a child in loving embrace, 
showing love and strength in equal part.

her feast day, Sunday 8 August. As the 
first Australian born saint among the 
great models for Christian living, the 
bishops said she is truly a woman for 
our time.  

“Her holiness, powered by her deep 
love of God, together with her street-
wise philosophy, make her a model of 
hope for all who grapple with doubt, 
misunderstanding and injustice.  She 
brings us the gift of hope”. 

Used with the permission of the Trustees 
of the Sisters of St Joseph. 

Diocesan Celebrations 
for the Canonisation of 
Blessed Mary MacKillop

Her Sisters established many schools 
throughout New Zealand and Mary 
herself visited on four occasions  
between 1894 and 1902.

So what is a Parish Council 
supposed to do? We don’t have 
a parish council – should we? 
What size should our Council 
be? Is it a Parish Council or a 
Parish Pastoral Council? Find the 
answers to all these and many 
more questions in the Guidelines 

for Parish Pastoral Councils, provided for our Diocese 
12 months ago. Bishop Barry is encouraging use of this 
excellent resource. The Guidelines are useful for existing 
and new members of parish councils. Copies are available 
free from the Pastoral Planning Office. Tel. 03-366 9869 
mstopforth@chch.catholic.org.nz.

Guidelines for 
Parish Pastoral 
Councils 
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What’s on?

A quarterly newsletter published by the Catholic Bishop of Christchurch. 
Ensure any photos are ‘attached’ to the email rather than embedded in the 
article. JPG format is most suitable for photos.

Deadline for next issue: 12 November 2010.

Contributions may be sent at any time to:
The Editor, Gerard Duignan
P O Box 4544, Christchurch 3041
027 540 8265 • (03) 355 3988

Email: inform@chch.catholic.org.nz • Website: www.chch.catholic.org.nz

What’s on?

The Newsletter of the Catholic Bishop of Christchurch

Dove Catholic Fellowship for 
Women Retreat
“For Such A Time As This” -  This will 
be a life changing weekend. Teapot 
Valley, Nelson, 17-19 Sept. Speaker Terry 
Modica from Good News Ministries 
USA. Contact: Anna Watson 03-323 
7780 or visit www.dove.org.nz 

Friends of the Cathedral
Annual Mass and luncheon 10:30am 
Sunday 28 Oct. 

Venice to Vienna
The choir and orchestra of the Cathedral 
of the Blessed Sacrament present 
musical masterpieces from these two 
great cities. One of many superb items 
will be Haydn’s Nelson Mass, written 
after Nelson’s victory over Napoleon 
and regarded as his greatest single 
composition. 8pm, Saturday 25 Sept.

New Brighton Catholic School 
75th Jubilee  
Labour weekend, 23/24 Oct 2010. 
Enquiries Katrina Galbraith, Tel. 382 
3387 gerry.katrina@gmail.com 

St Thomas of Canterbury 
College 50th Jubilee  
6-9 Oct 2011. Enquiries Chris O’Connell 
oconnellc2@hotmail.com 

St Bede’s College centennial 
celebrations  
27-29 May 2011. Register:  
www.stbedes.school.nz 03-375 0647 

Rosary House Spiritual Life 
Centre
Day Programmes: 

 In you we live, and move, and have our 
being. Fr Gerard Whiteford SM, 10am 
- 4pm, Sat 11 Sept. $40

 Formed by faith. Fr John O’Connor, 
10am - 4pm, 30 Oct. $40

 Guided/directed six day retreats. Stillness, 
silence and the beauty of Hagley 
Park. Any time after 8am until 5pm.

 Finding God in the dark. Fr Gerard 
Whiteford SM & Fr Carl Telford SM. 
27 Sept - 2 Oct. $360

 Eyes to see, Ears to hear. The artist’s 
offering. Fr Gerard Whiteford SM 
8- 13 Nov. $360 

Tel.379 1298 email: roho@xtra.co.nz  

Stained Glass Windows Talk
Brian Hempseed will speak about the 
meaning of stained glass windows, and 
his recent book featuring superb pictures 
of the windows in St Joseph’s Church, 
Temuka. And how to photograph them. 
1:30pm Sun 22 Aug, Cathedral House 
Barbadoes St., Christchurch. 

Blessed  
Mary MacKillop Masses
Cathedral of the Blessed Sacrament 
Barbadoes St, 1pm Sat. 20 Nov; St 
Joseph’s 30 Wilkin St. Temuka, 11am, 
Sun. 21 Nov.

World Youth Day 2011 – Madrid 
Spain. Register your interest on the CYT 
website
Catholic Youth Team office. Contact: 
Chris or Matt 366 9869  
cyt@chch.catholic.org.nz

Fr Simon Eccleton holds up  his staff in the 
‘desert’ of Papanui, as years 3 & 4 ‘Israelites’ 
journey to the promised land (Parish Centre) 
where they watched a DVD of The Prince 
of Egypt. They passed through the Red 
Sea (swimming pool), ate manna (biscuits) 
in the playing fields, and received Ten 
Commandments at the Domain.

“Let my pupils go!”

Celebrate Love weekend.   
A private experience open to married 
couples of any faith, who want the best 
marriage. The two-day enrichment 
seminar helps couples resolve issues 
that have caused hurt, and renew their 
trust and love. 16- 17 Oct, 2010 at St 
Gregory’s parish centre.  
www.celebratelove.co.nz  
Contact: Therese Roughan 351 8002 or 
Theresa Madden 358 2364.


