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contents of the New Zealand edition, which will 
include prayers for Waitangi Day and Anzac 
Day.

The approved posture for the congregation 
during the Eucharistic Prayer is that of 
kneeling, from the conclusion of the “Holy, 
Holy, Holy“ to the doxology and great Amen, 
which concludes the Eucharistic Prayer. 
Pope Benedict has written strongly on the 
importance of kneeling as a sign of adoration 
– which is the whole meaning of worship. 

The Holy See wants a common text of the 
“Our Father” used in the English speaking 
world. The one approved begins “Our Father 

who art In heaven, hallowed be thy name …”

A new translation of the Roman Missal is being made 
into the Maori language, using the principles set out by the 
Holy See, and some of this work will be included in the New 
Zealand edition of the Roman Missal. 

I pray that the new texts and music will help us all to see 
clearly the centrality of the Mass and its transforming power, 
as the Holy Spirit enables us to be at one with the sacrifice  
of Jesus and to receive him, our living Lord, in Holy 
Communion.

Website messages
The diocesan website:  
www.chch.catholic.org.nz advertises 
events happening within the diocese. 
As a parish, school, or church-associated 
group you are welcome to advertise 
events. You can list your event from the 
link on the home page under ‘events’.

FROM THE BISHOP

Dear friends in Christ,

Allow me to thank you for your concern and 
your prayers for God’s assistance to me in my 
recent ill health. I appreciated them greatly.

I was able to attend the recent meeting of 
the Bishops’ Conference where one item on 
the agenda was the forthcoming New Zealand 
edition of the Roman Missal. It is to be 
introduced on the first Sunday of Advent this 
year.

The third edition of the Roman Missal (in 
Latin) was published in 1990, and a new English 
translation has been undertaken by the Bishops 
of the English-speaking world. 

This new English translation follows new principles set out 
by the Holy See in the light of seeing translations made into 
many vernacular languages after the 2nd Vatican Council. The 
Holy See wants all translations to be very close to the Latin 
text, both in meaning and also in form. 

This means that when we get to hear the new text which the 
priest prays, we will notice long sentences with subordinate 
clauses, rather than a number of short sentences. Also, the 
language will be less simple and familiar.

One of the intentions for the new translation is to have a 
vocabulary for formal worship that is distinctive of the liturgy. 
The approval from the Sacred Congregation for Worship 
and the Discipline of the Sacraments has been given for the 

Bishop Barry Jones has resumed light duties since returning 
back home in late April after being admitted to hospital on 1 
April, with an erratic heartbeat. 

Our 69-year-old bishop has been unable to drive but makes 
alternative arrangements when he needs to travel. He is walking 
and cycling and celebrating Mass each day without difficulty.

He is expected to return to normal duties, but meanwhile 
the usual business of the Diocese continues through normal 
channels under the guidance of Vicar General Fr Rick 
Loughnan. 

Bishop Owen Dolan, Emeritus Bishop of Palmerston North, 
celebrated the annual Chrism Mass when the priests of the 
Diocese renewed their priestly commitment and the Holy Oils 
were blessed for the coming year. 

Please continue to keep Bishop Barry in your prayers.

At its May meeting the NZ Bishops Conference elected 
Bishop Barry as its representative at the XIII General 
Ordinary Assembly of the Synod of Bishops held in 
the Vatican, 7-28 October. The topic will be the New 
Evangelisation for the transmission of the faith.
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From the Editor
One of the best parts of living in Christchurch since the 
earthquakes has been a readiness to share humour. Despite, or 
perhaps because of, the adversity, you are just as likely to hear 
a funny tale as you are a sad one. Much joy is found during 
tough times.

It’s wonderful that a book born out of a web site titled You 
Know You’re From Christchurch When … goes on to sell over 
10,000 copies. www.ykyfcw.co.nz 

For example, “You know you’re from Christchurch when ... 
you wonder if the little pig who built his house from bricks is 
still waiting for EQC?” 

One of the recurring comments about our friends who have 
passed away, who we remember in this issue of Inform, was 
their sense of humour. This comes as no surprise of course, 
since one of the marks of a Christian is joy. 

Thanks to all contributors to Inform … and to you for 
reading it! Please pass it on. 

– Gerard Duignan 

Deadline for next issue: 19 August, 2011

Hundreds processed around the Cathedral of the Blessed 
Sacrament on the last Sunday in May, praying the Rosary and 
singing hymns in honour of the Blessed Virgin Mary. They 
carried a statue of Our Lady which has its own special story. 
The statue had received wide coverage in the press after the 
4 September 7.1 magnitude earthquake, when it rotated 
180 degrees without toppling over. It had turned to look out 
over the damaged city through a shattered glass window. 
The statue was familiar to musicians and bellringers, having 
previously looked inwards as they rehearsed in the Cathedral.

Sadly, it was broken completely in half when removed by a 
crane in April. But Carmelite Sr Marietta set to and restored it 
almost completely (sans feet). 

Sr Dorothea OCD received a note from a friend saying 
“hopefully it will show all of us that if this statue can be 
repaired after being badly broken, so can our beautiful 
city. Thank you all so much for giving us that hope.”
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Post-earthquake progress 
The Earthquake Recovery Group continues to meet. It’s made 
up of Diocesan personnel, Opus International consultants, 
insurance brokers and assessors. 

The 22 February earthquake had a significant impact on 
everyone in Christchurch and ongoing implications for the 
parishes and the Diocese generally. People are moving around 
for Mass and sharing facilities with other parishes.  

Schools Christ the King School, Burnside has co-located 
with Merrin School, while St Mary’s School, Manchester St. 
has been temporarily housed in the parish hall adjacent to St 
Theresa’s School, Riccarton. St Paul’s School Dallington has 
relocated to the Ministry of Education site in Champion St. 

Marian College continues to co-locate at St Bede’s College, 
and Cathedral College at St Thomas of Canterbury.  

The Cathedral of the Blessed Sacrament
With significant damage the immediate task has been to 
work on both ends of the Cathedral building. Work has been 
undertaken to secure the front, and the major task at the rear 
is to remove the dome, most likely by the end of June/mid 
July. Then, hopefully, engineers can then enter the building 
and assess the damage. 

Pastoral Support
The Church has responded in a number of ways since the 
quakes, for example,

• St Vincent de Paul network providing supplies to people
• Volunteers from Hamilton St Vincent de Paul conference 
spent five days here with their “Full fill!” mobile van
• Catholic Youth Team organised volunteers to shovel  
liquefaction and offer barbeques for Eastern suburbs –  
cooking over 11,000 sausages
• Catholic Social Services staff assisted at welfare centres 
and now offer free counselling and group programmes.

Parishes affected by the earthquake are being supported by 
Diocesan staff through regular communication, visits to parish 
councils and parish staff.

Diocesan Offices
Cathedral House staff have joined the Catholic Youth Team 
working from leased 
premises at 9 Wash-
ington Way. Catholic 
Education Office 
and Catholic Social 
Services are fully 
operational at their 
premises.

Funding 
To date the Bishop 
has received around $650,000 from individuals, organisations, 
parishes and dioceses. In addition, the Caritas Lenten Appeal 
and a special fund set up by them to assist Christchurch.

The Diocesan website www.chch.catholic.org.nz and Facebook 
page are being regularly updated.

Ian and Suzanne Bell are delighted to have

Rory Paterson & Dominic Orr as the Catholic representatives
of Bell, Lamb and Trotter Funeral Directors Limited, assisting them to 

provide a caring, professional service that is a unique and fitting tribute, 

reflecting your loved one’s life, personality, beliefs and culture.

Dominic Orr as the Catholic representative
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The Christchurch Commission for Justice and Peace at 
their monthly meeting (left to right) Michael McCosker, 
Marisha Dorrance, Bob and Barbara Te Miha, Fr Michael Pui 
(Convener), Grant Seager (Secretary), Paul Deacon and Liz 
McKay. 
Absent: Bishop Barry Jones, Msgr Charles Drennan, Aaron 
Milne, Dr Arnold Parr and Ron Healing.
The commission, founded by Bishop Meeking in 1994, aims 
to improve its members’ understanding of Catholic social 
doctrine, communicate this to parishioners, and explore 
specific issues of justice and peace. Its newsletter Dignitas 
Humana is available in parishes and www.chch.catholic.org.nz 

$1000 Faith in Art Competition
A celebration of local art will be launched on 14 August, 2-
5pm, at St Bede’s College to celebrate the Golden Jubilee this 
year of the Catholic Enquiry Centre. It’s part of a national art 
competition based on the third Luminous Mystery of the 
Rosary, ‘Jesus proclaims the Kingdom of God’. 

CEC Director Father Allan Jones SM says, “While our work 
is generally directed to non-Catholic people who are interested 
to learn more about the Church, this Faith in Art event to 
express your faith through research, reflection, prayer and 
creativity.”

There are two sections: one for Year 12 and 13 students 
in Catholic colleges, and the other for anyone from Catholic 
parishes. Entries should be delivered to the Diocesan centre, 
9 Washington Way, by 30 June 2011. Each section winner 
receives $1,000 and will be invited to exhibit their work.

Tel. (04) 385 8518 carolesandford@actrix.co.nz or register 
online at www.faithinart.org.nz 

At the foot of the cross
Prayer requests are tacked to a five-metre high cross set 
beneath the dramatic ecumenical Halswell Quarry Park 
cliffs, and later taken to the 
Carmelite monastery. 

Entry was free from Good 
Friday till Easter Monday. 
Visitors could listen to a 
recorded commentary at 
each station. Also there was 
a garden tomb, closed until 
Easter Sunday. 

It’s the fifth year for the 
14 stations of the cross. The 
sculpture was commissioned 
by the South Christchurch 
Christian Community Trust 
and created by retired 
Christchurch engineer 
Michael Tester, who died last 
year.

“If I haven’t got it, I’ll get it for you!” says Bernard Wilkins, 
who is running the Catholic Shop from his home in at 79 
Forfar Street St Albans, while the Chancery Lane store is 
closed.

There’s a good range of candles, rosaries, gifts and cards for 
Christening, Holy Communion and Confirmation; plus Bibles, 
crucifixes; statues, medals and holy pictures. He provides 
EFTPOS and a reasonably priced courier service. He has helped 
many schools and parishes run their own stall. Please call 366 
2853 before you arrive.

Home Shopping

“At the core of our being, we long 
for love and to be loved in return.” 
Pope Benedict XVI (May 2010).

See, Judge and Act
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Around the Parishes
A sightseeing attraction for passers-
by is the careful deconstruction of the 
Cathedral in Barbadoes Street. Removal 
of the main dome, which threatens the 
whole structure and nearby Cathedral 
College, is a complex engineering 
challenge. The largest crane in the 
country is being used and parts salvaged 
and stored beside the building. 

It was a remarkable escape for sole 
occupant custodian Yvonne Fernandez, 
who was ironing vestments in the 
Cathedral sacristry at 12:51pm on 22 
Feb. She was trapped inside, and while 
trying to leave saw a block of stone fall 
on the ironing board. She ran back to 
unplug the iron, calling desperately for 
help. She was rescued by custodian Max 
Broadbent and site workmen while the 
ground was still heaving. 

Amongst the estimated 200 evacuees 
from Christchurch rest homes, Carmelite 
Sr Mary of the Angels OCD, residing in 
Nelson, who was able to return for the 
funeral of Sr Mary of the Sacred Heart 
OCD, who died on St Joseph’s Day, 17 
March. 

The Catholic Caring Foundation, the 
charitable trust of Bishop Patrick 
Dunn of the Auckland diocese has 
made a special $10,000 grant to the 
Christchurch diocese, for Bishop Barry 
Jones to use where he and his diocesan 
advisers see fit. www.caringfoundation.
org.nz 

Working bees have been common as 
schools have been forced to move to 
temporary locations. Hundreds of hands 
have helped move materials, refurbish 
and clean up. St Paul’s school Dallington 
made a successful transition to the 
Champion Street, St Albans site, which 

Earthquake 
Recovery

they had occupied for a brief week on 
their way to Cathedral College after 
the September quake. At that time it 
was inadequate, but now it has been 
refurbished with gardens planted, new 
carpet and paint; and it is closer to home 
for most families.  

It’s afternoons for Cathedral College 
students and mornings for their hosts at 
St Thomas of Canterbury; and also for 
Marian College and St Bede’s College 
respectively. 

Co-locations 
established

Marian College Past Pupils rescued 
teaching resources and files from yellow-
carded buildings: Lucy Emery and Jess 
Enoka build packing cases.

Past pupil Jenni Quinn lends a hand.

For latest  
updates visit the 
Diocesan website 

www.chch.catholic 
.org.nz 
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Schools

The Marian College Dragon Boat Team 
celebrate their gold win at the South 
Island championships over the prestigious 
500 metre distance. They overcame 2011 
national champions, Christchurch Girls 
High School - there Marian College had 
received silver medals. They are coached 
by Russell Stocks of Shirley Boys High 
School, and captained by Hannah Malloch 
with Glenn Dickie as sweeper. 

Hayden Withers of St Bede’s College won gold 
in the Aim to Fame national competition in 
Auckland, for singing and dancing combined. 
He secured a place in the NZ team due to 
travel to Los Angeles in July at the World 
Championships of Performing Arts.  

Eliza King, a Year 12 Villa Maria College 
student of Whakatohea, Ngapuhi, Ngati 
Porou, Te Rarawa descent is the second 
to be honoured with the Iho Pűmanawa 
Award. 

It was introduced as a koha from 
Ngai Tahu Kaiwhakahaere (chair) 
Mark Solomon to recognise academic 
achievement by a Mâori student. 

“Eliza was awarded a ‘Villa Gold’ 
badge for her success in gaining 80 
plus credits with excellence in Level 1 
NCEA at the same assembly where she 
received the Iho Pumanawa award,” 
says Development Officer Judi Wilson.

Iho Pumanawa refers to a gifted 
person of great talent and cleverness; 
this comes from one’s ancestors and can 
be passed on to their descendants. The 
award itself is predominantly tukutuku 
(weaving) using the ‘poutama’ designs 
(stairways to the heavens). The three 
colours of the poutama signify the three 
stages of life; adolescence, adult and 
kaumatua. The three ‘kete’ mounted 
symbolise the baskets of knowledge that 
were acquired for mankind. 

Opus Consulting: Proudly Supporting Catholic Schools

Workers in a cage hover over the 
bell tower of the Cathedral of the 
Blessed Sacrament.

Academic efforts 
recognised

Singing and dancing to 
Los Angeles

Bob Te Miha of the Villa 
Maria Whanau Committee 
congratulates Eliza King on 
receiving the Iho Pumanawa 
award. 

Jessica Weaver and Bridget 
Woodsford empty lockers.

Marian College Principal Anna Heffernan 
and deputy principal Lyn Foulds oversee 
operations.
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Milestones
Farewell Fr Paul 
Duncan
On the Monday in Holy Week, Fr Paul Duncan, Parish Priest of 
Our Lady of Fatima parish Mairehau, died after a long battle 
with cancer. 

At the Marist Seminary, Greenmeadows “Dunks” was 
known for his party piece Macnamara’s Band. Once ordained 

he taught in Timaru then moved to parishes in 
Wanganui, Taradale, Manurewa, Whangarei, 
St Mary of the Angels, Wellington and 
Hastings. 

While serving in the Chathams for two 
years he felt called to the Diocesan priesthood. 
Later Bishop John Cuneen accepted him into 
the Christchurch Diocese. He was appointed 
to Whataroa where he was diagnosed with 

cancer. He served in Mairehau for six years until his death.  
His brother Tony says Paul had a special relationship with 

his mother who provided loving support during his illness. 
“Paul touched so many lives with his outgoing, good 

humoured pastoral style,” says Tony. “Clearly, he was also 
enriched as a result of his pastoral Ministry. I could not 
imagine Paul being anything else but a priest.”

 “Despite the acute pain Paul was always patient and 
positive in a realistic way about his illness,” says Tony.  

Fr Anthony ‘Tony’ 
Ford returns
Noted teacher Fr Anthony Ford has returned to his hometown 
of Christchurch, and his 
remains are now in Bromley 
cemetery. He was educated at 
Sacred Heart convent school 
Addington and Xavier College. 
He entered the Marist Brothers 
novitiate in Timaru in 1963. He 
taught in Greymouth during his 
distinguished career as a school 
principal, mostly in the North 
Island and Fiji. 

After training at Holy Cross 
seminary, Auckland, he was 
ordained a priest in 2001, aged 
57. He worked in the Palmerston 
North diocese, eventually passing 
away in New Plymouth. Noted 
for singing at Baptisms and to 
the deceased at funeral Masses, 
Hawera undertaker Mike Clegg 
says he was “a wonderful man 
and a marvelous priest.” 

Sr Mary of the Sacred Heart OCD 
told the story that when she was 
eight and being taught to play the 
piano by a Sister of Mercy, she 
pointed to a picture of St Therese 
on the wall and said, “When I 
grow up I want to be a nun like 
her. Years later, when that she 
heard I was entering Carmel she 
was overjoyed.”

Originally from Nelson Creek on 
the West Coast, Doreen O’Brien 
(Sister Mary of the Sacred Heart), 

was born in 1917, the second youngest of twelve brothers 
and sisters. One, Fr Sarsfield O’Brien, became a priest of the 
Christchurch Diocese.  

Sister Mary of the Sacred Heart now home
Her father died when she was five years old. Her teenage 

years were spent helping her mother run the local hotel ‘The 
Comical’, performing at many concerts (she played steel guitar 
in the popular band ‘The Nelson Creek Follies’) and competing 
in many tennis tournaments.  

In 1940, aged 23, she entered Carmel, seven years after it 
had been established. She stayed for seven decades. 

In 2008, she was hospitalised at Nazareth House, where 
she received wonderful care.  Sr had a deep faith and showed 
much strength, patience and courage in her illnesses, 
especially when her hearing and eyesight were failing.   

After the 22 February earthquake, she was evacuated to 
Nelson, and she died peacefully on the feast of St Joseph. Her 
body was returned to Christchurch and her Requiem Mass was 
attended by Bishop Barry Jones, Bishop Basil Meeking, many 
priests, religious, family and friends. May she rest in peace.
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Opus Consulting: Proudly Supporting Catholic Schools

Schools

Marian College drama students Maddie Berry, Cushla Parker and Georgina Paterson, (all year 12) 
and Nadine Rutter (Yr 13) won a place in the national finals of the University of Otago Sheilah 
Winn Festival of Shakespeare in Schools at Wellington East Girls College on the first weekend in 
June. 
Working with teacher Mrs Moran their 14 minute performance was of excerpts from Othello. 

The St Bede’s No 1 team, which retained their title in the 
secondary schools championship at Russley golf club. The 
winners, from left, Michael McAuley, Jordan Bakermans, 
Shaun Allan & Regan Kilpatrick. 

Additionally Regan and Michael were selected for the 
Canterbury U19 golf team and Connell Kilpatrick and 
Jack Harling made the Canterbury U16 team. 

Meanwhile, 
Keelan Kilpatrick 
(St Bede’s old 
boy) was recently 
runner-up in the 
New Zealand 
Men’s golf 
championships.  

St Thomas of Canterbury College team “Rebuild” are 
participating in this year’s national Young Enterprise Scheme 
(YES) competition. They’re creating a website where people 
can donate to rebuilding their city after the earthquakes. They 
have formed a charity called ‘Rebuild’ to raise money for iconic 
buildings in Christchurch. 

Donors can purchase a virtual brick and gradually the 
sold bricks will form an image of the Cathedral of the 
Blessed Sacrament. Follow progress at www.facebook.co.nz/
rebuildonline

At their product launch there was a really positive response 
from the public. “We look forward to seeing people take 
advantage of this opportunity,” says CEO Jesse Bryan. 

‘Rebuilding’ a virtual Cathedral

Rebuild team (from left) Joseph Kearns, Michael Hansby, Joseph 
Stanley, Liam Gallagher-Power, Jesse Bryan, Daniel Steel and 
Conor Entwhistle

Winning Shakespeare Performance
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At the national earthquake memorial service in Hagley Park, Msgr Charles 
Drennan read a prayer and Bishop Barry Jones gave the final blessing in Maori 
and English to the huge crowd.

J.S. Bach’s St John Passion was performed by the Blessed Sacrament Cathedral 
choir and orchestra, with the CBS junior choir, in St Mary’s pro-Cathedral on 
Good Friday. None of their music was salvaged from the buildings beside 
the cathedral, so substitute copies have had to be made. Since the February 
earthquake they’ve traveled to five Christchurch parishes, rehearsing at 
Christchurch Boys’ High School. Preparations are underway for their sixth 
overseas tour next year to China, Japan and Korea.  

St Bede’s College has postponed its centenary celebration due to be held this 
year, until 2012. Old boys, former teachers and friends are invited to regularly 
check the centennial website or find St Bede’s on Facebook.

The annual Catholics Returning Home radio 
advertising and orange billboard campaign again 
attracted calls to the freephone number 0508 HOME 

NOW (0508 466 366) and to www.catholicshomenow.co.nz Several attendees 
greatly enjoyed the month-long programme at Burnside, Beckenham and 
Bryndwr.

Online and on-air Sundays at Noon and 10pm Sounds Catholic broadcasts on 
Plains FM 96.9. Recent programmes include the beatification of Blessed John 
Paul II; for Good Shepherd Sunday an interview with Polish-born Fr. Andrzej 
Bernady of Sockburn parish who worked in Germany until recently; reflections 
on the lives of the late Fathers Paddy Cahill and Miles O’Malley, and live 
concert of music for the Easter Season. Podcasts of programmes at www.
chch.catholic.org.nz/radio 

Internationally known Rita Bennett from USA was invited to the North 
Canterbury Women’s Aglow meeting in Rangiora to discuss her work in 
emotional and spiritual healing. 

St Thomas of Canterbury and Villa Maria College raised the roof with a 
successful production of Annie Get Your Gun in May.

Two free courses Introduction to Catholicism and Traditions of Prayer were 
led by Sr Eleanor Capper rsj in April.

Santa Sanctis with Bishop Barry Jones at the end of March at Christ the King 
parish, Burnside, focused on the Rosary.

Catholic Social Services ran free seminars on Facing your fears at Matthew 
Brodie House for children aged 8-10 years and parents. 

The first diocesan youth and young adult Mass for 2011 was held the last 
Sunday of May at Our Lady of Victories, Sockburn. 

Allan Bloore Jungian analyst led a seminar in May at the Mary Potter 
Community Centre to discern the spiritual call through the personal revelation 
of dreams.

HAPPENINGS

Christchurch 
North Pastoral 
Area plan 
launched 
Fr Rick Loughnan, Vicar General, wore 
two hats in April when he stood in 
for Bishop Barry, who had formally 
approved the plan for the Christchurch 
North Pastoral Area. 

Parish council representatives 
from the pastoral area who met at St 
Matthew’s Parish Bryndwr with Mike 
Stopforth, the Bishop’s deputy for the 
pastoral plan, included Mike Bourke 
and Kevin Foyle, Alan Campbell and 
Karen Furness, Maureen Kerr and Kevin 
Crutchley, and Vincent Chia and Pat 
McQuinn. 

In their plan this year they will reflect 
on the new Apostolic Exhortation 
Verbum Domini (The Word of the Lord). 
It is Pope Benedict XVI’s summary of 
- and response to - the twelfth ordinary 
general assembly of the Synod of 
Bishops. The Bishops had met in 2008 
to consider “The Word of God in the Life 
and Mission of the Church.”
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Trusted care for our Seniors.

Each Home Instead Senior Care franchise office is
independently owned and operated. 

Call for a free,
no-obligation appointment:

• Companionship

• Meal Preparation

• Personal Care

• Light Housekeeping

• Shopping & Errands

             Christchurch            
   (03) 384 8484

homeinstead.co.nz

Youth diary dates 
June 19 Sportsnight
June 25 Young Adults Social Event in Hanmer  
 Springs
July 15–17 Antioch Camp for years 11-13
July 23 Arise Young Adults Conference
July 31– Aug 27 Christchurch diocese World Youth Day  
 pilgrimage to Spain

St Joseph’s Working Men’s Club meets socially the first 
Saturday of every month. Call Matt or Andre 027 738 9259

Check out upcoming events at www.cyt.org.nz and Facebook

Catholic Diocesan Youth Team - 2/9 Washington Way, near 
McDonalds, off Moorhouse Ave., Christchurch  Tel 353 0705 
or 027 520 6497 

Villa Maria Year 11 retreat at Our Lady of Victories, Sockburn 

25 young adults watch the Crusaders play the Bulls on their road trip 
to Timaru, which also included Mass at St Joseph’s parish, Timaru 
North and a Maccas meal.  

Chris Lysaght and friends have fun at 
the Temuka Confirmation Camp 

LOL
Sister Mary-Anne was out making 
her rounds visiting homebound 
patients when she ran out of petrol. 
Unfortunately there were no portable 
containers at the petrol station. 
Luckily she had a bedpan in the car, 
so, ever resourceful, she had it filled 
with fuel, and carried it back to her 
car. As she was pouring the petrol into 
her tank, an atheist across the street 
said to his friend, “If that car starts, 
I’m turning Christian.”
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Grant Applications 

You can request an application pack from the diocesan website: 
www.chch.catholic.org.nz/downloadableforms   

or call Rosalie Matthews at Cathedral House on 366 9869. 

The Diocese has again received a grant  
to distribute from the Tindall Foundation.  

The Diocesan Welfare Council is overseeing  
the distribution of the funds. 

If you are part of a welfare organisation in  
the diocese you are invited  to request an  

application pack to apply for funding support. 

Grant Applications 

APPLICATIONS  
CLOSE  

31 MAY 
2011 

Grant Applications 

New Zealand-
wide Divine 
Mercy Congress 
at St Bede’s 
A rare Apostolic Congress on Mercy 
will be hosted in Christchurch 
diocese in August. “I believe that 
all attendees will come away with 
a greater sense of mission - both 
of the Church, which now sees 
Divine Mercy as the model for 
evangelisation for the world, and in 
a personal sense, the mission that 
we are all called to greater holiness 
and greater works for the Church,” 
says Pat Barrett, NZACOM National 
Coordinator, who has attended 
congresses in Rome and Samoa. 

Pat Barrett welcomes everyone to 
come and say with Blessed Pope John 
Paul II, “where if not in the Divine 
Mercy can the world find refuge and 
the light of hope?”    

“The Divine Mercy is not a 
superstructure, something extra, 
it is the heart of the Church,” says 
Fr Patrice Chocholski, WACOM 
Secretary General and congress 
keynote speaker.

As a young person, Natasha 
Lowe recalls, “The youth prescence 
in DM evangelisation in Samoa 
was incredible to see. The Oceania 
Apostolic Congress on Mercy was 
an amazing experience that defined 
my understanding of the essence of 
Jesus’s divine mercy.” 

New Catholics
Bishop Barry Jones celebrated the 
beautiful Rite of Election and Call to 
Continuing Conversion at Christ the 
King Parish on 27 March. 

He called catechumens (non-baptized) 
and candidates (those baptized in 
another faith tradition, seeking to 
become Catholic) to the sacraments of 
full initiation: Baptism, Confirmation 
and Eucharist. Some travelled from 
Hokitika and Rangiora, and from all 
over Christchurch. 

Bishop Barry sought the testimony 
of their godparents and sponsors as 
to their readiness to proceed, and for 
the support of the entire Church. Southern Man named 

Supreme Knight 
Michael Riley of Dallington Parish 
(seated above, with new Worthy 
Knight for Christchurch branch of the 
Knights of the Southern Cross, Gregory 
Shannahan) has been elected Supreme 
Knight of the Order of Knights of the 
Southern Cross of NZ at the national 
conference in  Auckland. 

The Knights have been in New 
Zealand for over 80 years, is a society of 
Catholic men which supports bishops, 
priests and the laity in promoting 
Christian values and spiritual growth 
in a spirit of fraternity. For example, 
they distribute many rosary beads to 
Christchurch primary schools. www.
chch.catholic.org.nz/ksc 

All Catholic men are welcome to join. 
Meetings are normally at 7pm on the 
third Wednesday of the month at St 
Matthew’s, Bryndwr. Contact Michael 
03 382 8340 mikemaryriley@clear.net.nz  

From February 2012, the Cathedral and 
St Mary’s parishes will merge and a 
Diocesan priest will be made Adminis-
trator of a new Cathedral parish.

Meanwhile, current Parish Priest 
of the present St Mary’s, Fr Bernard 
Carney SM, has been appointed Admin-
istrator of the present Cathedral Parish 
by Bishop Barry Jones, and Fr Chris Orr, 
the assistant priest of the present Ca-
thedral Parish, is now Assistant Priest of 
St Mary’s Parish. Fr Orr will also be Ad-
ministrator of St Anne’s Woolston and 
chaplain to Catholic Cathedral College. 

With the Cathedral closed indefinitely 
since the September earthquake, St 
Mary’s Manchester Street has operated 
as the pro-Cathedral.

The Society of Mary, which has staffed 
St Mary’s since 1885, has reassured 
Bishop Jones it is happy with this plan 
and indicated that it is willing to take up 
another city parish.

“The lines of communication between 
the Diocese and the Society have been 
excellent and we have been consulted at 
all appropriate stages,” said Provincial, 
Fr Brian Cummings SM.

The parish councils and finance com-
mittees of both parishes have come 
together to discuss the way forward.

Fr Rod Milne SM and Br Frank Brennan 
SM rescue parish records from St Mary’s.

New Cathedral 
Parish
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Pix:  Ordination - Fr 
Anthony-Mary Prendergast CSJ  (1)

Caption: 

Ordination - priests 
bless Fr Anthony-Mary CSJ (2)

Caption: 

Ordination - Fr 
Anthony-MaryCSJ blesses 
sister Mary Prendergast  (3)

Ordination - Fr 
Anthony-MaryCSJ blesses 
brother Paddy Prendergast  
(4)

Caption: 

A far cry from a small farm on the west 
coast of Ireland, where he grew up, Fr 
Anthony-Mary CSJ was ordained for 
priesthood by Bishop Barry Jones on 
Saturday 28 May, in a packed St Teresa’s 
Church, Riccarton. 

He was joined by 28 fellow priests, 
Bishop Basil Meeking, Fr Jean-Florent 
CSJ, Vicar for the Asian priories of 
the Community of St John, and a 
representative of Fr Thomas Joachim 
CSJ, Superior General of the Brothers of 
St John. 

His sister Mary and older brother 
Paddy Prendergast flew from Ireland, 
to represent his five surviving brothers 
and three sisters (out of 10 children), 
and his mother who is in her 90th year in 
Louisburg, Co. Mayo. 

“Tony was the wilder one in our 
family,” says Paddy, “and always very 
funny – still is.” 

Father Anthony-Mary, has been in 
a member of the Community of St 

Fr Denis Collins and fellow priests bless 
Fr Anthony-Mary

Fr Anthony-Mary 
blesses sister Mary 
Prendergast and 
brother Paddy

John for thirteen years, and is now 
based at St Teresa’s Parish. He has had 
missionary experience in the Philippines 
and India. 

Prior to that he was in the Irish police 
Garda, then worked in construction, and 
for the final three months before he died 
of cancer, he nursed his father daily. 

He told Sounds Catholic vocations come 
out of the simple faith of the people. He 
felt a call to the priesthood as a child, 
but later lost track of his vocation. When 
he took up saying the Rosary again in 
his late 20s the same desire entered his 
heart again. 

“In the Community of St John we use 
all our philosophy and our theology to 
go deeper into the mystery of the Word 
of God, especially the writings of St 
John,” he said. 

He has chosen to consecrate his 
priesthood totally into the hands of the 
Virgin Mary (Totus Tuus).

Ordination 
celebration – 
Totus Tuus

Lying prostrate before the altar Br Anthony 
Mary CSJ offers himself for service as a priest.
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Tributes flow for ‘Brother 
Pastor’ (Br Paul Scott FMS) 

“Such a great and dear man,” said Br 
Richard Dunleavy FMS at the passing of his 
fellow Marist Br Paul Scott FMS aged 88. Br 
Paul had celebrated 70 years of religious life 
last September. 

He was remembered warmly by ex-
students, such as Bishop Pat Dunn at his 
funeral and Sir Anan Satyanand, who had 

invited Paul, his ex-headmaster at Sacred Heart College, 
Auckland, to be a personal guest when he was inaugurated as 
Governor General. 

The boy who grew up in Kerrytown and Pleasant Point, 
South Canterbury, went on to become Provincial and 
International Marist leader, a missionary to Tonga and a noted 
principal firstly at Xavier College, Christchurch in 1958, and 
later at St John’s College, Hamilton. 

He studied at Auckland and Canterbury Universities, 
majoring in history, yet he also taught the sciences. His 
students nicknamed him “Lou” after Louis Pasteur. 

After the Requiem Mass in St Mary’s pro-Cathedral, 
Christchurch there was a second one in Temuka with his 
family, honoured in the same way his brother Fr Ray Scott, 
also formerly principal of St John’s College, Hamilton, had 
been when he died in 2009. Br Richard said of Br Paul, “He 
was indeed a classical man with a big heart.” 

Brother Gerard “Rardie” de 
Sales Mills CFC

“The Little Gentleman” Br Rardie Mills CFC, 
the oldest member of the Christian Brothers 
in New Zealand, died peacefully at Nazareth 
House in January this year, aged 103. Born 
in Palmerston, he was sent to board at the 
Christian Brothers school (now Kavanagh 

College) in Dunedin. 
Aged 16, in 1923, he sailed to Sydney to train as a Brother. 

In 1927 he was a foundation  staff member of St Peter’s 
College, Oamaru (now St Kevin’s), also teaching in Dunedin, 
Auckland, the Cook Islands, and Wagga NSW. Writes Br Joe 
Lauren CFC, “he was the glue of every community of which 
he was part, with his impish humour, his enthusiasm, his 
readiness to help.” Br Joe reports that Rardie was a fitness 
fanatic, once stopped at 4am by the police while on his 
morning run, in his 60s. 

Mary McAuliffe 
A quarter of a century as a sacristan at St Mary’s Catholic 
Church, Hokitika and decades of devoted work with the 
Secular Franciscan Order and the St Vincent de Paul society 
earned Mary McAuliffe a ‘Benemerenti’ (Well Merited) Papal 
Medal. 

Most of her twelve surviving children helped swell a full 
St Mary’s church as her oldest son Bob McAuliffe recalled 
95 years living on the West Coast, and read from a letter 
from his brother living in Colombia. She lay in state in the 
Sisters of Mercy chapel before her Requiem Mass, which was 
concelebrated by parish priest Fr Jolly, Msgr Gerry O’Connor 
and Franciscan, Fr Lucian Armstrong OFM, national Spiritual 
Assistant to the Secular Franciscans from Auckland. 

Kolbe House (the Tertiary Chaplaincy) has taken on a multi-
national flavour this semester with the arrival of the Community 
of St. John. This Franco-Italian-Irish alliance is bringing new 
Catholic life to the tertiary sector,” says Catholic Tertiary Team 
Leader, Ken Joblin. “Along with our usual schedule of weekday 
Adoration, Mass and lunch, Kolbe is now at the heart of St. 
Teresa’s Sunday �pm Mass.” At Kolbe House, a new women’s’ 
prayer group is adding spiritual life to Fridays at �.�0pm. “Look 
out for the Tertiary team on campus at Lincoln and CPIT in the 
new semester.” Ken adds. 

University Buzzing 
With New Life

Tracing the Way of the Cross 
in the University grounds.

Kolbe House 
– meal time.

Brother Anthony-Mary 
leads discussion

Sounds Catholic radio 
presenter Ken Joblin 
enjoys an episode 
of “All Creatures 
Great and Small” 
with his guide dog 
Nelson on their new 
50-inch plasma TV. 
Nelson helped Ken 
win this prize in an 
Animates competition. 
“Its amazing what you can end up with when buying dog food,” 
observes Nelson. The store owners were amused but pleased the 
prize went to a blind person.

In passing
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New Zealand Apostolic 
Congress on Mercy at St. Bede’s 
College, 24-28 August. The message 
of mercy will be explored through 
Scriptural study pastoral needs 
and responses. Among the guests, 
Deacon Bob Digan (USA), husband 
of Maureen Digan whose miraculous 
cure of lymphodema brought about the 
beatification of Sr. Faustina; Archbishop 
AlapatiMataeliga (Samoa); Fr. Patrice 
Chocholski (France); John Canavan 
(Australia). Details www.divinemercy.
co.nz/NZACOM Tel. 359 2087  
info@divinemercy.co.nz 

St Thomas of Canterbury 
College 50th Jubilee 6-9 Oct 2011. 
Enquiries Chris O’Connell oconnellc2@
hotmail.com 

Tindall grants applications 
deadline extended to 31 July because of 
the earthquakes. The Diocesan Welfare 
Council invites applications from 
welfare organisations for money from 
the Tindall Foundation, including for 
food banks and those affected by the 
earthquake. Forms are available from 
Rosalie Matthews 366 3988 or www.
chch.catholic.org.nz 

Rock Climbing – Experienced 
mountaineer Fr Antoine Thomas CSJ 
from the Community of St John has 
started a rock climbing group on Friday 
evenings.  Contact frantoinethomas@
gmail.com

25th Anniversary: Catholic 
Cathedral College (Encompassing 
Xavier and Sacred Heart Colleges). 
Easter weekend 2012. Contact: Justin 
Fields jf@cathcollege.school.nz or check 
Facebook

50th Anniversary: Dominican 
Ex-Pupils Timaru Branch - Sunday 7 
August 2011. Contact: Rosalie Baldwin 
rmbaldwin@callsouth.net.nz

Centennial Celebrations: Sacred 
Heart Basilica Timaru 29-30 October 
2011. Enquiries basilica@hotmail.co.nz  
Tel. 03 686 0694

Diocesan staff are working in 
the Catholic Youth Team office, 2/9 
Washington Way, Sydenham. 8011

Rosary House Spiritual Life 
Centre Now held at the Mary Potter 
Community Centre, 442 Durham Street 
Nth, St Albans.
Prayer Day ‘How Do We Pray In Our Broken 
City?’ Fr Kevin Burns June 25th 9.45am 
- 3.00pm.

Black Raven & White Dove: the experience 
of the dark and the light side of 
psychological-spiritual development. 
Allan Bloore, Jungian Analyst. Fridays 9 
and 16 Sept. 7- 9pm.

Spirituality Today Clare Pierson rsm 
Saturday 1 Oct. 10am-3pm.
Guided/Directed Six-Day Retreat. Fr. 
Roderick Milne sm 10-15 Oct 10am-
4pm. 

“Journey into Love” with John Vanier, 
the founder of L’Árche and co-founder 
of Faith & Light, as he reflects on John’s 
Gospel. 

Waiting for the birth of a new creation - 3 
meditations for Advent & Christmas. Joy 
Ryan-Bloore, Jungian Analyst Fridays 25 
Nov; 2, 9 Dec 6.45-9.00pm  
Bookings - 379 1298
email: roho@xtra.co.nz  

Women’s retreat The changing shape of 
our lives. An opportunity for women to 
come aside in a nurturing environment 
to share, reflect, pray together creatively, 

and be open to what is seeking to 
emerge as a “new shaping” of our lives. 
17-19 June. Facilitated by Lyn Gallagher 

and Joan Jennings, 
director of 
Campion Ignatian 

spirituality centre in Melbourne. www.
sistereveleen.co.nz 326 4032 or e-mail 
sr.eveleen@xtra.co.nz 

Catholic people, Catholic thought, 
Catholic action, Catholic prayer, Catholic 
music on air. Sounds Catholic is now 
heard twice every Sunday - midday and 
10.00pm on Plains FM, 96.9. On-line 
www.chch.catholic.org.nz/radio 

Believe – Reflections on the 
Creed Explore our faith as expressed 
in the Nicene Creed. Thursdays 2 Jun-
7 Jul, 7.30pm. Christ the King parish 
centre. Graeme and Hanka Scott 383 
7994 www.christtheking.org.nz 

Discernment Groups 
To help discern a vocation to the 
consecrated life, a group meets every 
first Tuesday of the month, 7.30pm, 
at the Sisters of Mercy, Bishopdale. 
Contact: Sr. Raylene RSM, 359 2212. 
Those thinking about the priesthood 
meet every second Tuesday at 7:30pm, at 
Good Shepherd House, 372 Innes Road. 
Contact: Fr John Adams 352 9275.

A Mozart evening including his 
Requiem presented by the choir and 
orchestra of the Cathedral of the Blessed 
Sacrament in St Mary’s Pro-Cathedral, 
7:30pm Sat 25 June.


