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On the first anniversary 
of February earthquake 
Our Lady of Assumption 
combined with Hoon Hay 
school for a tree planting 
ceremony on the border 
between the two schools. 

Kiwi Jesuit home from India
Page 12

Earthquake recovery
Page 14

Meet the Mission Team
Page 13
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FROM THE BISHOP News
The Bishops’ Meeting
The New Zealand Catholic Bishops’ Conference has two week-
long meetings each year, one in Wellington and the other in 
one of the other five dioceses. It’s our turn this year to host 
the Conference which will be meeting in Christchurch 22-26 
April. In addition to the two week-long 
meetings, two other meetings take 
place each year. The Commission for 
the Church and the Commission for 
the Church in Society - each comprise 
three bishops and meet for one day 
twice a year. 

Individual bishops are assigned 
various roles. For instance I represent 
the Conference on the InterChurch 
Hospital Chaplains’ board (ICHC), the 
Prison Chaplaincy Service of Aoteoroa New Zealand (PCSANZ) 
and Te Runanga o te Hahi Katorika.

The programme for the Conference is quite heavy, with 
work each day from 8.30am – 5.30pm. There will be a 
concelebration of the Holy Mass at St. Mary’s Pro-Cathedral. I 
warmly invite you to join the Bishops of New Zealand at Mass 
each day at noon.  

Issue 88  24 March 2012

From the Editor
Funny how we still like to keep alive some of the habits of 
childhood. Like knowing that Lent doesn’t last forever, and 
eventually you’ll get to eat Easter eggs on Easter Sunday. 

We do our best to change our behaviour for 40 days, 
knowing it’ll bring us back to what really matters – getting 
closer to God, who loves us so much. 

But it’s also a treat to know that we can enjoy the rewards of 
that self-denial. 

This Easter, and every Sunday, may His peace which is 
beyond all understanding be yours. 

Thanks to all contributors to Inform … and to you for 
reading it! Please pass it on. 

– Gerard Duignan  

Deadline for next issue: 25 May, 2012

Mercy as the  
Source of Hope 
Christchurch Diocese delegate Pat Barrett and his daughter 
Anna-Marie joined 3000 others in Krakow, Poland at the 
second World Apostolic Congress on Mercy (WACOM) in 
October. They aimed to identify themselves more intimately 
with the teachings of St Faustina, Blessed John Paul II, and 
the Church’s mandate for the third millennium. 

“Divine Mercy has 
the power to change 
the world. It is a 
Revolution of Love,” 
WACOM president 
Cardinal Christoph 
Schönborn of Austria 
told those gathered. 

They journeyed to 
Wadowice, birthplace 
of John Paul, where 
an ecumenical prayer 
service was held on the 
steps of the exquisite 
basilica there, and 
where relics of John 
Paul are enshrined. 
“The message and 
mission of Divine 
Mercy is urgent, to 
prepare the world for 
the Second Coming, 
and all are called to 
share in the work of being merciful and asking for mercy for 
ourselves and others,” says Pat. 

For complete congress talks, contact: Divine Mercy 
Publications, P O Box 20266 Christchurch 8543 Tel. 03 359 
2087.

St Teresa’s 
Catholic Church 
Coalgate is for 
sale to a suitable 
buyer. This small 
country church 
can hold up to 70. 
It served Darfield 
and Coalgate 
parishioners for a 
hundred years but 

is no longer consecrated and now surplus. Its beautiful native 
timbers could be incorporated into a larger church building. 
“Our overwhelming wish is that it remain a place (or part of a 
place) of worship, and we are open to discuss options to make 
this possible,” says Darfield parish council chairman Bernard 
Duncan. Contact: 03 318 8142 

FOR SALE

Divine Mercy Sr Gaudia SOLM meets 
Anna-Marie Barrett at the sanctuary of 
Divine Mercy, Lagiewniki, Krakow.

Pat Barrett discusses Divine Mercy with 
Fr Seraphim Michelanko MIC in Krakow

“This Fire Of Mercy needs to be 
passed on to the world.”
Blessed John Paul II. 
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Final Masses in the  
Mackenzie Parish 
St Paul’s in Albury was probably the first to be affected by 
changes in Mackenzie Parish, because the monthly Mass on 
the vigil of the first Sunday of the month fell on New Year’s 
Eve 2011. About 50 current and former parishioners celebrated 
the final regular Mass at this well loved and well cared for 
church.

St Paul’s church was built in 1903 from locally quarried 
limestone, and a small cottage was provided for the parish 
priest who would stay overnight to say 9am Mass, before 
riding back to Fairlie for the 11 o’clock service. “This small 
cottage featured in an Interislander advert some years back, 
though the ferries do not really sail behind it as one did in the 
ad!” quips Fairlie Parish pastoral council Chairperson, Tony 
Hill. 

At the Church of the Good Shepherd, Lake Tekapo, regular 
Masses were started in 1970 by Fr Jim Nicholas, so it was 
fitting that he – in his second spell as Parish Priest of Fairlie 
– should also celebrate the final Mass. 

With a full church to mark the occasion, “it has even 
been suggested that the bishop should initiate a roster of 
(temporary) rolling church closures to boost Mass attendance, 
re-opening each church a few weeks later ready for the next 
rotation,” says Tony.

Love is in the air 
“Wayne, I anoint your 
hands with love,” 
says his wife Sue 
McTague. Therese 
and Simon Roughan 
hold the oil of 
blessing during the 
first St Valentine’s 
Day Mass at St 
Mary’s Pro-Cathedral, 
presided over by Fr 
Simon Eccleton, Episcopal Vicar for Marriage. Later couples 
shared a glass of bubbly and wedding cake with the diocesan 
Marriage Educators committee.  
www.chch.catholic.org.nz/marriage

“In a sense every wedding is a royal wedding with the bride and groom 
as king and queen of creation, making a new life together so that life 
can flow through them to the future.” From the sermon preached 
by Rt Rev Richard Chartres, The Lord Bishop of London, at the 
wedding of HRH Prince William and Kate Middleton. 

New Caritas Director 
Julianne Hickey was appointed 
Director for Catholic social justice 
agency Caritas Aotearoa New Zealand 
in January. Jules spent the last 14 
years as a consultant with a UK-based, 
global consulting company, delivering 
projects across the health, social 
care, criminal justice and community 
sectors. 

She has been a very active volunteer 
for CAFOD – a Caritas organisation for 
England and Wales. In 2002, she led 
the monitoring of the Zimbabwean 
Presidential elections for the Movement for Democratic 
Change. She also helped create a single inter-racial Catholic 
student organisation for South Africa. She replaces Michael 
Smith who is working with the Cancer Society in Wellington.

Please invite one other person to the Catholics Returning 
Home programme, to share their story and rejoin the 
worshipping community. It runs Monday-Thursday over four 
weeks starting Monday 16 April in three locations across 
Christchurch. The programme is also being offered in Opihi 
Parish and in Geraldine beginning Thursday 26 April.  
www.catholicshomenow.co.nz freephone 0508 HOME NOW 
(0508 466 366) 

Fr Jim Nicholas led the final regular mass at the 
Church of the Good Shepherd, Lake Tekapo.
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Pastoral Planning Office

The Provision of  
Sunday Mass Update
Following the development of the Bishop’s Working  
Document The Provision of Sunday Mass in the Catholic Diocese 
of Christchurch in 2010, Bishop Barry presented the final 
document in four meetings across the diocese in November 
2011, prior to his departure to Rome for the ad limina visit. 
The Provision for Sunday Mass document can be viewed on the 
Diocesan website.
Since January 25 2012 a number of parishes across the 
diocese have undergone amalgamation. “Every new parish is 
different,” says Mike Stopforth, the Bishop’s Deputy for the 
Pastoral Plan. “Some have little structural change to make and 
for others it is significant. Some have earthquake issues; some 
have employed staff. Some have been preparing for some time 
– others are just beginning.”

ADULT EDUCATION COURSES 
Taught by staff of the Catholic Education Office

Do you want to learn more about your faith?

Looking for ongoing faith formation?

Courses coming up:
Introduction to Liturgy (Christchurch) 

Introduction to Catholicism (Christchurch)
Women in the New Testament (Christchurch)

These courses course can be taken for NZQA credit or for 
interest only.

For more information view the website  
www.chch.catholic.org.nz/formation  

or contact Charles Shaw phone 03- 3530 751, 
email cshaw@chch.catholic.org.nz 

St John The Baptist Scholarship
Last year I felt called by God to attend the Catholic 
Discipleship College in Takapuna, Auckland, living in 
a community with other young Catholics of various 
backgrounds, praying, studying and singing at praise and 
worship rallies. In answering this call God gave me so much.

The year was indeed life-changing on so many levels. 
But perhaps my fondest memory was a year 11 student in 
Wanganui, who discovered, “so no matter what I do or what 
happens in my life, God will never stop loving me.” 

We made some wonderful pilgrimages around the North 
Island to sacred sites, such as Bishop Pompallier’s remains at 
Motiti. We ministered at Catholic schools and parishes from 
Palmerston North to Northland. 

We raised more than $20,000 for the college selling over 
1,000 “Here for You” CDs - I guess when God wants to bless 
his people, there’s no stopping him!

Living in community I learned a lot about myself, most of 
all I learned how to love with all my heart and strength and 
to be more reliant on God’s grace in the everyday. It deepened 
my relationship with Jesus, Mary and the saints. Many of us 
received inner healing and renewal. –Julia Schmetzer

And It Comes Right Back To You
“It’s said that when we give something to God, God will 
bless us a hundredfold. But follow the logic here,“ asks Julia 
Schmetzer and David Black. “If someone legit told you that 
for every dollar you gave them, they’d give you a hundy, how 
much would you offer them? A dollar or two? Nah-uh. You’d 
chuck them your wallet!”

So following that rationale, what blessings will we receive if 
we offer Jesus a year of our lives? 

It was less my giving a year to Him, and more one of finally 
allowing Him to give to me. 

CDC is open to everyone - all ages and stages, from all over 
the world. Bishop Barry has three scholarships for study at 
CDC or Good Shepherd House. 

Details: www.chch.catholic.org.nz 

Applications invited for 
Earthquake Recovery Fund
Over the last three months Matt O’Connell, Earthquake 
Recovery Coordinator for the Diocese, has had over 40 
meetings with parish and community organisations. They 

have given him a broad overview of 
the pastoral response of parishes.

Bishop Barry has approved 
the criteria for the Diocesan 
Earthquake Recovery Fund, set up 
to distribute the funds donated 
after the earthquakes, including the 
US$50,000 from Pope Benedict XVI. 
He has appointed a committee of 
four to review applications for those 
still in need. They close on the last 
Friday of every month – see www.
chch.catholic.org.nz/eqrecovery  

For help with a project contact  
Matt 366 9869  
moconnell@chch.catholic.org.nz 

David Black and Julia Schmetzer St John the Baptist 
Scholarships recipients undertook a year of formation at 
the Catholic Discipleship College in 2011 
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Ian and Suzanne Bell are delighted to have

Rory Paterson & Dominic Orr as the Catholic representatives
of Bell, Lamb and Trotter Funeral Directors Limited, assisting them to 

provide a caring, professional service that is a unique and fitting tribute, 

reflecting your loved one’s life, personality, beliefs and culture.

Ian and Suzanne Bell of  

Bell, Lamb and Trotter Funeral Directors Limited  

provide a caring, professional service that is a unique and fitting 

tribute, reflecting your loved one’s life, personality,  

beliefs and culture.

At the end of their ad limina visit in December, Pope Benedict 
XVI told the Bishops of New Zealand and the Pacific that the 
Christian faith provides the best foundation for society, and 
that promoting the New Evangelisation is the best way to 
build a Christian culture.

The Holy Father spoke of the effort to re-evangelise countries 
that were once Christian but have become secularised. “The 
New Evangelisation is not an abstract concept but a renewal 
of authentic Christian living based on the teachings of the 
Church,” said the Holy Father. 

The Holy Father spoke with each of the bishops about their 
dioceses. He acknowledged “the significant contribution to 
the spread of the Gospel” made by men and women religious 
and the lay faithful, which he said is essential since the Lord 
does not expect pastors “to undertake by themselves the entire 
saving mission of the Church.”

Archbishop John Dew, President of the NZ Catholic Bishops 
Conference, said the most prominent theme throughout the 
ad limina visit was the New Evangelisation. “The message 
was very clear - the New Evangelisation is about creating a 
stronger Catholic identity in those who are baptised and a 
deeper sense of what it means to belong to the Church today”.

During their ad limina - the last was in 2004 - the New 
Zealand Bishops met with the Congregation for the Causes 

of Saints. “It is the fervent hope of all of us that the Cause 
for Beatification of Suzanne Aubert, the Foundress of New 
Zealand’s only indigenous Religious Order – the Daughters of 
Our Lady of Compassion - will be progressed,” said Archbishop 
Dew. “She is known and revered throughout New Zealand and 
the Pacific as she was among the first missionaries to come 
to our part of the world. She is remembered for her life and 
sanctity and for her unstinting care of the Maori people.”

New Zealand Bishops ad limina visit with Pope

Clergy Orientation 
Programme

Introduction to New Zealand Culture

The Catholic Church in New Zealand 

Introduction to the Christchurch Diocese

Expectations for a priest ministering in New Zealand

The Sacraments 

The Place of Maori in New Zealand in Church and in 
society 

Administration and governance

Youth and Young Adult Ministry 

A Clergy Orientation Programme was offered over three 
days in December by the Orientation Committee for eight 
priests on loan to the diocese.  
Topics included:

Marists depart St Mary’s
121 years of service were recognised at a Thanksgiving 
Mass presided over by Bishop Barry Jones at St Mary’s 
pro-Cathedral, Manchester Street on Sunday 15 January. 
The work of Marist Brothers and Priests at St Mary’s 
since 1885 were recalled by Ken Orr on behalf of the 
parish. Outgoing Parish Priest Fr Bernard Carney SM 
replied and Bishop Barry responded to Society of Mary 
Provincial Fr Brian Cummings SM.

The new team at Sacred Heart parish, Addington 
will be led by Fr John Craddock SM, Parish Priest 
and Superior, who will begin full-time in May when 
he returns from l’Hermitage, France to join Fr Paul 
Williamson SM and Br Frank Brennan SM. Fr John 
Jolliffe SM has been appointed Acting Parish Priest and 
Superior until then.
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Opus Consulting: Proudly Supporting Catholic Schools

HAPPENINGS
The Catholicism Project by American Catholic broadcaster, Fr Robert 
Barron, is a DVD series celebrating the Catholic faith. Students and staff 
at our tertiary campuses have been viewing it at Kolbe House this Lent.

Be my Valentine. The annual Mass celebrating marriage and God’s 
gift of love was held on St Valentine’s Day at St Mary’s Pro-Cathedral, 
Manchester Street. Bubbles and wedding cake followed!

Sounds Catholic broadcasts online and on-air Sundays at noon and 10pm 
on Plains FM 96.9.  Recent programmes include highlights from the Ash 
Wednesday ecumenical service at St Mary’s Pro-Cathedral, a chance 
to meet the 2012 Catholic Youth Mission Team and experiences from 
Australia Catholic missionary, Sam Clear. Sam walked through South, 
Central and North America and Europe praying for Christian unity and 
shared his tips on developing a prayer life. Podcasts of programmes at 
www.chch.catholic.org.nz/radio

“Shout with Joy to the Lord all the Earth”, is the Joshua theme for 
2012. The Joshua Catholic Men’s Fellowship continue to meet for prayer, 
discussion and fellowship at St Gregory’s and St Joseph’s Parish Centres.

The Filipino community commemorated the loss of 11 Filipinos in the 
22 February 2011 earthquake with a Memorial Mass at Sacred Heart 
Church, Addington.  

“Circles of Truth”, a video exploring comparative religions and featuring 
Fr Miles O’Malley, was shown at St Christopher’s Anglican Church, 
Avonhead.

Theology on tap, a new initiative launched in 
February for young adults wanting to learn more 
about the Catholic faith, was held in the relaxed 
setting of Robbies, Elmwood. Brendan Malone, 
North Cantabrian of the Year and the man behind the Rangiora Express, 
spoke on “Where does God stand on shaky ground”.  

Claudette Habesch, of Caritas Jerusalem, spoke on bringing healing, 
hope and dignity to people living in occupied Palestinian territories, at 
St Matthew’s Church Hall, Bryndwr. A former president of the Caritas 
Middle East and Northern Africa region, Claudette addressed efforts to 
achieve a just peace for all people living in Israel and Palestine.

Sharing our different faiths through symbols was the February theme for 
the Christchurch Interfaith Society. Stories of faith were shared through 
books, rosary beads, icons and pictures.  

LOL
Three successful brothers discussed the 
Christmas gifts they had bought for their 
elderly mother. The first said, “You know I 
had a big house built for Mum, don’t you…” 
The second said, “And you know I had my 
Mercedes dealer deliver an SL600 to her.”

The third said, “You know how Mum 
loved reading the Bible, but it’s sad with 
the loss of her eyesight that she can’t read 
anymore. However, I met a priest who 
told me about a parrot that can recite the 
entire Bible. It took ten preachers almost 
ten years to train it. I managed to buy it for 
her, but I had to pledge $50,000 a year for 
five years to the church. Still, it was worth 
it. Now Mum only has to name the chapter 
and verse and the parrot will recite it in 
either the King James or Revised Standard 
Versions.” The other brothers were 
impressed. 

In her thank you notes their Mother 
wrote: “Steven, the house you built is lovely, 
although very big. I only live in one room, 
but cleaning the whole house keeps me 
busy. Thank you.”

“Matthew, I am too old to travel and I 
have my groceries delivered, so I never use 
the Mercedes. But it was a kind thought, 
thank you.”

“Dearest David, you were the only son to 
have the good sense to give a little thought 
to your gift. The chook was delicious. Thank 
you so much, love Mum.”

Website messages
The diocesan website:  
www.chch.catholic.org.nz advertises 
events happening within the diocese. 
As a parish, school, or church group you 
are welcome to advertise events. You can 
list your event from the link on the home 
page under ‘events’.
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“It has begun on a very positive note,” 
says Anna Heffernan, who took 
photographs of the opening of the new 
Mairehau parish. First Sunday Mass 
formalities over, a huge barbeque was 
run by members of all three parishes 
- St Paul’s, Dallington, Holy Family, 
Burwood and Our Lady of Fatima, 
Mairehau. “All mixed and mingled.“ 

Parish priest Fr Simon Eccleton and 
assistant priest Fr Job Thaickalamury 
ran around putting up extra tables and 
washing cups in true shepherd mode. 

In a moving ceremony during each 
Mass each parish had brought up holy 
water to be added to the Baptismal font, 
becoming one. Sacramental and Funeral 

St John of God@Selwyn
A 6-bedroom house in the centre of Rolleston was opened in February by St John 
of God Hauora Trust. A second 6-bedroom house is planned to be built on the same 
site, and plans are underway for two houses in Aidanfield, Halswell. 

They are in response to an urgent post-earthquake need for displaced and or 
anxious young adults living with physical or neurological disabilities. These homes 
provide a vibrant ‘flatting’ type living environment where all residents have the 
opportunity to actively participate in the day to day running of the house. 

The Halswell allied health building and historic St John of God chapel became 
inaccessible in October 2010. Meanwhile St John of God Waipuna in the eastern 
suburbs continues to reach out. 

A Rolleston resident, Ms Francie Ryder has been appointed as manager for the 
new service. Details: Kathy Ousey Tel 339 1792 www.sjog.org.nz 

A passionate defender of 
Palestinians’ rights and peace in the 
Middle East, Claudette Habesch, 
Secretary General of Caritas 
Jerusalem, spoke at St Matthew’s 
Church Hall at the beginning of 
Lent. 

When aged 7 she was expelled 
from her family house in Jerusalem 
by Israeli forces, and her family 
could never enter the house 
again and never received any 
compensation for their loss. “I am 
prepared to forgive them, but I will 
never forget the years of suffering,” 
she said.

Diocesan Justice and Peace 
Commission members met her to 
discuss her views as a member of 
the Committee for Christian Affairs 
of the Palestinian Authority, a 
member of the Middle East Council 
of Churches, and in the Department 
of Service to Palestinian Refugees. 
She is also a member of the Islamic 
Christian Commission, which 
supports Jerusalem and the Holy 
Sites. 

Around the Parishes

Generous Hearts Filled With Hope
The Caritas theme for Lent 2012 is “Called by faith to act with generous hearts”. 
It was inspired by the words of Pope Benedict XVI addressed to the Caritas 
Internationalis General Assembly for 2011. The theme is being promoted in schools 
as ‘Hearts filled with hope’.

A parish programme looks at six Tupuna who have gone before us including 
Suzanne Aubert DOLC, Pïhopa Takiura Mariu sm - NZ’s first Catholic Maori bishop, 
Fr John Curnow of Christchurch diocese, Dame Whina Cooper leader of the Catholic 
community of Panguru, St Mary of the Cross (MacKillop) and Wellington-born 
martyr Fr Francis Douglas SSC. Resources may be downloaded free from:  
http://www.caritas.org.nz/resources/lent 

New Mairehau Parish

Claudette Habesch, 
Caritas Jerusalem

registers from each parish were ritually 
presented. A consultation process will 
begin shortly to find a patronal name for 
the new parish.

L to R: Maurice Lawlor, 
Bernard Toner, Pat Murphy.
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Around the Parishes

New Missal 
By the fifth Sunday of Lent, 25 March, 
all New Zealand Catholic parishes 
will be using the new translation of 
the Roman Missal. Copies of the new 
translation of the missal were sent to 
dioceses in February, following delays 
caused by printing difficulties. 

The missal, in English and Maori, is 
the first bilingual missal approved for 
use in New Zealand.

Marked with the sign of the Cross, 
parishioners of Our Lady of the Rosary, 
Waiau (Hurunui) received the Ashes, 
beginning their Lenten pilgrimage to Easter. 
“Waiau is one of the smallest communities 
in the diocese but there is a wonderful 
resurgence of faith here,” says Fr John 
O’Connor.

Schools

Hikoi Tapu
Marian College students, staff, board 
of trustees, families and past pupils 
made an historic 5.2km Hikoi Tapu 
from Marian College’s North Parade 
campus to their new temporary site at 
Barbadoes St. at the beginning of the 
school year. They shared memories and 
stories, prayed for those affected by the 
earthquakes. They stopped at St  
Mary’s Pro-Cathedral near the site of 
St Mary’s College in Colombo Street, 
which began in 1894 and joined with 
MacKillop College 30 years ago to form 
Marian College. 

They sang at the graveside of the John 
MacKillop remembering his sister who 
founded the Sisters of St Joseph, and 
at the Holy Name Anglican convent in 
Barbadoes St where many retreats have 
been held recently.

Prayer for John, brother of St Mary MacKillop 
RSJ, In the Barbadoes Street cemetery. 

Crusaders Joe Wheeler, left, and Robbie Fruean 
help Marian College staff and students Sara 
Lake, Savita Goldsworthy and Beth Gallagher 
(Year 13) Myra Fidow, Falanika Lui (Year 12) and 
Aimee Price (Year 13) as they move into their 
new home at Barbadoes Street. 

Local Gathering of  
Religious and Clergy
Responding to an invitation from 
the Sisters of Mercy over eighty 
Christchurch religious and clergy gather 
at Mercy House, Peer Street, on the last 
Friday of January. 

Señor Santo  
Niño Honoured
The Filipino communities in New 
Zealand recently celebrated the 
Sinulog Festival in honour of the 
Holy Child Jesus, fondly revered 
to as Señor Santo Niño. Following 
commemorations in Temuka and 
Timaru, the Sinulog Fiesta of 
Christchurch, Inc. spearheaded its 
9th annual remembrance in January 
with Mass at Sacred Heart parish, 
Addington. It coincided with the 
first weekend of the Society of Mary 
administering the parish. 

Following Mass the Filipino 
community hosted a celebration in 
the parish hall with food, dance and 
song.
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Opus Consulting: Proudly Supporting Catholic Schools

Schools

Fr Mark Walls sm addresses the St Bede’s 
College leaders investiture outdoor Mass. 
He said that rather than wallow in its 
plight, he reminded those present of other 
times in the history of St Bede’s College 
when things were tough. This allowed 
other attributes to become evident in those 
facing the challenges – courage, resilience 
and the positives of a strong community 
coming together.

The new chapel, which is the old room 
18, was originally brought on to the college 
site as a temporary building in 1944. Over 
the years it has been a science lab, a 
library and a classroom. It seats about 140 
and these days has been standing room 
only.

John Paul II High School, 
Greymouth 
Millie Gibbens, Head Girl, is interested 
in a wide range of sports and travelling 
the world, is a regular reader at Mass 
and takes children’s liturgy. She would 
like to make the school a welcoming, 
fun and safe environment. “I like that 
our small school has a real sense of 
community and belonging,” she says. 
She hopes to get into New Zealand 
Broadcasting School. 

John Whitcombe, Head Boy, plays 
piano at Mass on Saturday and Sunday, 
and likes swimming, playing and 
refereeing rugby and cricket. He is the 
eldest of 5 children and as a member of 
the ATC Unit will travel to Belgium on 
exchange for 3 weeks in July.  He hopes 
to improve the school by efficiently 
running the student council and with 
new experiences keep the student body 
engaged in school life. “Next year I will 
be continuing on to university to study, 
with a focus on history and classics,” he 
says.

“It’s business as usual for St Mary’s 
children” says principal Dave O’Neill, 
while marquees have become teaching 
blocks. 

Our Lady of the Assumption School, 
Hoon Hay, St Bernadette’s Hornby, and 
St Mary’s, Manchester Street were 
closed in February after engineers 
found they needed strengthening work, 
although there was no risk of them 
collapsing. Catholic Education Office 
manager Mike Nolan has reported 
that the work would boost the seismic 
capacity of the building as near as 
practicable to 67 per cent of the new 
building standard. 

Villa Maria
Sophie Crews recalls “Ever since I 
started Villa Maria way back in 2006 
when NCEA were just four little letters 
and 6.3 on the Richter scale didn’t mean 
much to me at all, I have wanted to be 
Head Girl”. She enjoys netball, singing, 
debating, Facebook. “I have always 
taken pride in my school and in who I 
am. I look forward to a very big and very 
challenging year, but can already tell I 
am going to love every minute of it.”

Marian College
Tayla Sumner, Head Girl of Marian College, who is 
half Samoan, spent the summer holidays reconnecting 
with her Samoan roots. She received academic colours 
from NCEA level 1 and excellence at level 2. Tayla 
attended a student leadership in Australia with the 
Sisters of St Joseph. The course inspired her “with 
new ideas on how to follow in Mary McKillop’s 
footsteps and ‘never see a need without doing 
something about it’,”  she says. She hopes to study 
commerce and political science at university, with a 
long term goal of returning to Samoa.

John Whitcombe, 
Millie Gibbens

Sophie Crews

Tayla Sumner

Head Students
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American Sr Carol Pacini LCM the new 
Little Company of Mary Congregational 
Leader with Scottish Sr Margaret Watson 
LCM Team Member, both based in 
London, visited in December. 

Adults preparing to become Catholic were called to the Easter 
Sacraments by Bishop Barry Jones at St Mary’s Pro-Cathedral, 
Manchester Street, Christchurch. This celebration recognises the 
readiness of the catachumens (non-baptised) candidates (baptised 
into another tradition) and calls them to receive the initiation 
sacraments.

“What is the Catholic Church?” provided the theme for four Lenten 
talks by Bishop Basil Meeking held at the John Paul II Centre for 
Life. Bishop Meeking explored the mystical Body of Christ, salvation, 
obedience to the Church and ecumenism.  

The first diocesan youth and young adults mass for 2012 was held at 
St Mary’s Pro Cathedral, on the first Sunday in March, followed by a 
free BBQ. 

Prayers were made for the pro-life cause at St Gregory’s church, 
Bishopdale at the end of February. 

The Youth Leader’s Network met for the first time in February. Youth 
leaders from around the diocese 
came together to pray for young 
people, share ideas and plans for 
2012 and check out some of the 
latest youth ministry resources.

Award winning American documentary producer and director Sean 
Bloomfield showed his latest documentary If Only We Had Listened at 
Christ the King parish and St Patricks parish, Greymouth in December. 
Sean has produced a wide range of films including a powerful series 
about Medjugorje and other modern day miracles. 

The academic year began with the Academic Commencement Mass 
celebrated by Bishop Barry Jones. Students and staff joined with 
the Kolbe community to offer prayers for a fruitful year of study and 
research.

HAPPENINGS Life at Mary Potter 
Community Centre 

Sr Oliver Plunkett LCM celebrating her 
90th birthday with friends in December
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Trusted care for our Seniors.

Each Home Instead Senior Care franchise office is
independently owned and operated. 

Call for a free,
no-obligation appointment:

• Companionship

• Meal Preparation

• Personal Care

• Light Housekeeping

• Shopping & Errands

             Christchurch            
   (03) 384 8484

homeinstead.co.nz
Comparing  
notes at Arise conference

Sylvia Fraser (second from left in front) 
led a reflective day for a group from five 
churches including St Mary’s Parish, 
Hokitika at Lake Mahinapua in January. 
“It is such an awesome setting,” says 
Parish Secretary Jill Hazeldine.

Delegates from Te Runanga o Te Hahi Katorika 
ki Aotearoa gather at Blue Skies conference 
centre, Christchurch to discuss issues affecting 
Catholic Maori throughout the country. The hui 
will send remits to the Bishops’ Conference for 
consideration.

From left, Kathy Simmons (Christchurch), 
Sue Pirini (Auckland), Sr Tui Cadigan (Kahui o te 
Ariki), Bobby Newsom (Chair Auckland), Danny 

Profile

Tenei te mihi ki a koutou.
Ko wai au.
Ko whakapuanake te maunga.
Ko Wairoa te awa.
Ko Takitimu te waka.
Ko Ngati Kahungunu te iwi.
Ko Iwitia raua ko Hinemehi oku marae.
Ko Beattie te whanau.
Ko Kathy Simmons toku ingoa.
No reira, tena koutou katoa.
I’m married to Art and we have 6 
children and 5 mokopuna. In 2008 I 
was appointed as one of Bishop Barry’s 
delegates to Te Runanga o te Hahi 
Katorika ki Aotearoa, representing 
Otautahi/Christchurch. Each diocese 
has two delegates and we all meet with 
Bishop Barry twice yearly.

I have a nursing background and have 
worked extensively in the community. 
I’m currently based at Christchurch 
Womens’ Hospital as Kaiawhina Whaea 
me nga Peepi. (Working with mothers 
and babies). I’m also a member of the 
Rapaki Maori Womens’ League. 

As part of my spiritual journey, I 
undertook and completed the Education 
for Parish Service with the Catholic 
Education Office and spent time on 
the Parish Committee of St Joseph’s, 
Papanui, before discovering our beautiful 
Maori Mass at Te Rangimarie. We are 
blessed in Otautahi to celebrate a weekly 
Mass in te reo Maori.

For many years I was involved in Faith 
and Light, an organisation dear to my 

heart, that recognises the spirituality and 
beauty in accompanying those families 
who have a person with an intellectual 
disability. In 2004 I had the privilege 
of going to Lourdes on pilgrimage with 
them.

It is also, indeed, a privilege to be 
part of the Runanga and the Catholic 
Church, who recognise the Treaty 
of Waitangi and work with the 
three P’s – partnership (mahitahi), 
protection, (maru), and participation, 
(whaiwahitanga) to build a vision for 
our future.
Ko tou iwi hei iwi moku,
Ko tou Atua hei Atua moku.
Your people will be my people,
And your God will be my God.

Kath Simmons

Karatea-Goddard (Palmerston North) and Bishop 
Barry Jones. Absent from the photo: Joseph 
Malcolm (Hamilton), Rangi Hau (Wellington), 
Rihari Puanaki (Palmerston North), Jan Gemmell 
(Christchurch) and Jaana Kahu (Wellington).

The delegates were welcomed with a mihi 
whakatau led by Te Maire Tau (Tuahuriri), 
supporters from Tuahiwi, the Te Rangimarie 
Centre and invited guests.
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For over fifty years home for Fr Bernie 
Donnelly SJ has been Hazaribag, 
north-east India. He returned briefly 
this summer to St Matthew’s Parish, 
Bryndwr where he had grown up with 
parents Tom and Alice Donnelly. 

Originally when asked to be a 
missionary in India he feared he would 
not survive the heat, following difficulty 
as a seminarian coping with the humid 
Melbourne summers. But he found the 
hot dry climate tolerable.

The heart of the Jesuit mission is 
education, because the people are very 
poor and illiterate. St Xavier’s School 
“is now the premier English-medium 
school in Hazaribag”, says Fr Bernie. 
“Many doctors and administrators have 
passed through our school.” 

Christchurch-born Jesuit in India
Now a fledgling university college 

with 120 students is being built. It 
will save students after year 12 being 
forced to leave the intensely Catholic 
Chechhari Valley to study hundreds of 
kilometres away from home. For many 
this is not possible anyway, because of 
the expense, and parents do not want to 
send their daughters to the cities. 

For 30 years the mission has relied on 
support with prayers and desperately 
needed financial help, including 
the renowned St Matthew’s annual 
Hazaribag Day cake stall, which raised 
$1,519 last year. 

The Jesuits have been working since 
1890 in Mahuadanr, Jharkhand State 
– about 400km along Rudyard Kipling’s 
Grand Trunk Road from Calcutta to 
Delhi.  

Fr Bernie joined Holy Name Minor 
Seminary, Riccarton as a young teen 
with Bishop John Cunneen and Msgr 
Bill Middleton, and has served in India 
in education and parishes, as a teacher, 
provincial, novice master and in recent 
years assistant to the Provincial. There 
are over seven million people in the 
mission territory. 

For 18 years Nell McMahon, aunt 
of Fr Tony Ryan SJ, administered the 
appeal for New Zealand Jesuits working 
in India. She was followed by Fr Tony’s 
brother, Tom Ryan, and now the Trust is 
administered by Kerry Moore and three 
other trustees in Christchurch. 

Further details: contact Kerry Moore 
Tel. 03 359 5069. A full interview of Fr 
Bernie may be heard on Sounds Catholic 
on Plains FM 96.9. 

Trustee Kerry Moore discusses the work 
of NZ Jesuits in Bihar state, India with Fr 
Bernard Donnelly SJ.

Fr Bernie Donnelly SJ with parents Tom 
and Alice Donnelly

Fr Bernie Donnelly SJ & Fr 
Tony Ryan SJ discuss their 
work in Hazaribag, India

Greg Donohue, right, mainstay of the 
Christchurch fundraising since Alice Donnelly 
died, with Fr Tom Lees SJ

Kiwi Jesuits support 
English-medium 
education to the poor 
in rural India as an 
alternative to joining 
terrorist groups making 
life dangerous.
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Introducing … new 
Mission Team 2012
Congratulations to the four who have given up a year of their 
young lives to witness their faith to parishes and schools. The 
Mission Team spent 10 days at Hearts Aflame along with 140 
other young Catholics from around the country. 

Emily Maguire grew up in Our Lady of the Assumption 
Parish and was the college Service Captain at Villa Maria 
College last year: I come from a Catholic family of seven and 
can speak German. I developed a passion for youth ministry 
through doing the Ignite leadership programme, so I am really 
looking forward to spending the year giving glory to the Lord 
with other youth!

Delbert Castillo was the cultural prefect at St Bede’s College 
last year: I am a muso, have a massive passion for music and 
often play in Our Lady of Fatima parish. In my spare time I 
love making music with any instrument and hanging out with 
youth praising God!

Viane Makalio was born into a strong Samoan Catholic 
family: I am a proud Catholic, I attended Our Lady of Fatima 
primary school and St Bede’s College. I enjoy playing volleyball 
and having a jam on the guitar. I’m looking forward to 
meeting new people and helping to spread the Good News!

Olivia Gray is the youngest of five children and hails from 
Rangiora: I’m pretty random. I love sport. I love the Holy 
Spirit. Evangelising is my thing. Rangiora is a pretty cool place 
to learn and connect people with Jesus. I’m really looking 
forward to spending this year in youth ministry! Woop Woop!!

World Youth Day 2013,  
Rio, Brazil
“Go and make disciples of all nations” (Mt 28: 19) 
Countdown clock: www.Rio2013.com/en
Planning has begun for the Christchurch diocesan 
pilgrimage to World Youth Day in Rio de Janeiro, 
Brazil next year, that’s right July next year!  A small 
team has put together a 3-week trip which includes 
time in Buenos Aires, Rio, Lima, New York and even 
Disneyworld. 

Join us to see a detailed plan, including dates and costs 
on Wednesday 18 April. Please register your interest with 
Chris: clysaght.chch.catholic.org.nz  

WYD logo competition: “I was chosen through 
the grace of God”, said Gustavo Huguenin, 25, creator 
of the winning logo of WYDRio2013. Born on the hills 
of the state of Rio de Janeiro, he works as a graphic 
designer and webdesigner in his own office. He explains, 
“The disciple is represented by the heart, for the disciple 
is one who carries Jesus in his heart, and the nations are 
represented by the forms that recall Rio de Janeiro, the 
city … the mountain and the sea.”

Ignite Graduation
Leaders, mentors, friends and family of the 23 Ignite 
participants enjoy a wonderful celebration at the Ignite 
graduation for 2011 at St Gregory’s, Bishopdale.

Hearts Aflame
 “So getting to Hearts Aflame in Marton this year was a bit of 
a mission, a pilgrimage you could say. Needless to say, it was 
totally and completely worth it. How do I describe Hearts? 
It’s like Antioch X 100. At least 35 Christchurch young adults 
joined 150 people from all over NZ. 

In ten days it gave me an overview of the Catholic Church 
as a whole. I think one day there were fifteen priests and two 
bishops celebrating Mass. We had lectures, praise and worship 
sessions, as well as Reconciliation and prayer ministry every 
night. For me Hearts was a real faith firmer, and I’ve really just 
fallen in love with my faith and am proud to be a Catholic. So 
see you there next year ok! –Hayden Graham, Rangiora Parish. 

Sharing memories 
at a Hearts Aflame 
reunion in January, 
left to right, Dana 
Shortal, Charlie 
Stenberg, Rachel 
van der Plas. 
Over 20 young 
adults responded 
to the call from 
David Black to get 
together again.
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Catholic Youth Choir
Young singers (Year 9 to 13) still have time to apply 
to join a new Catholic Youth Choir just launched by 
CBS (Cathedral of the Blessed Sacrament) Music. It 
complements the long-established Cathedral and Junior 
Choirs and will have a strong Diocesan focus. Teenagers 
will develop their musical skills and knowledge through 
Catholic liturgical music.

Director Grant Bartley, is a former Assistant Musical 
Director at the Cathedral and assistant HoD of Music at 
Cashmere High School. He is accompanist and a vocal 
tutor for the NZ Secondary Students Choir. 

The choir sings about once a month at evening Masses 
at different Christchurch parishes. Contact CBS Music 
Administrator, Ruth Close 377 4999  021 174 1026 or 
closeruth@yahoo.co.nz  

Wellington Cathedral 
Communities Observe 
Anniversary 
On Ash Wednesday Wellington’s Anglican and Catholic 
cathedral communities prayed in St Paul’s Cathedral 
for those who died, were injured or suffered loss in the 
Christchurch earthquake on 22 February 2012.

Rev Frank Nelson, Dean of St Paul’s and Fr James 
Lyons, Parish Priest of the Catholic Sacred Heart 
Cathedral both in Hill Street, Thorndon led the service, 
which included the combined choirs of the cathedrals. 

Candles were lit and ashes distributed on the forehead 
in the form of a cross to symbolise undying hope in the 
midst of loss and suffering.

Cathedral House 1st anniversary
Staff of Cathedral House and neighbouring businesses gather in Washington Way to commemorate the first 

anniversary of leaving the Barbadoes Street building on 22 February. 
At 12.40pm over 60 people gathered in the car park to pray and remember the victims of earthquakes. 

They shared Bible readings, prayers and two minutes silence, followed by singing the national anthem. The 
second reading included the words, “nothing can separate us from the love of God.” (Romans 8: 35-39).

Earthquake Recovery
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Parishioners and pupils 
of St Albans Catholic 
School prepare for the 
final Mass of 2011, held 
in the open air because 
Our Lady of Perpetual 
Help church was out 
of bounds following 
aftershocks. 

Meanwhile, a 
Thanksgiving Mass was 
held in the grounds of 
Holy Family Church, 
Burwood in January, 
followed by a BBQ 
dinner. 

The fate of the Cathedral of the Blessed 
Sacrament and several other Catholic 
churches in Canterbury will not be 
known for several months. 

To date there have been 5 churches 
demolished, 13 further churches are 
unable to be used. Since December three 
more are unable to be used - St Peter’s 
Beckenham, St Matthew’s, Bryndwr, 
St Anne’s Woolston. In the greater 
Christchurch area we have 13 churches 
open.  

With insurance negotiations still 
on-going, the diocese is in the early 
stages of preparing a strategic plan on 
the number and location of churches 
to be built in the future. This will later 
be presented to Bishop Barry Jones for 
consideration.

Rev Mark Chamberlain and Fr Rick Loughnan 
distribute ashes at the ecumenical Ash 
Wednesday service at St Barnabus’s church, 
Fendalton. Many Anglican and Catholic parishes 
had combined local services.

Lent Launched at  
Combined Memorials 

“As a sign of the times, when I spoke 
to Mark [Chamberlain] about where 
we should hold tonight’s service, I 
asked ‘Your hall or ours?’,” quipped 
Fr Rick Loughnan to those currently 
evicted from St Barnabus’s church 
following aftershocks. He noted 
how “providential” it was that the 
first anniversary of the 22 February 
earthquakes that caused so much pain 
to Canterbury should coincide with Ash 
Wednesday, the beginning of Lent. 

Bishop Barry Jones introduced a 
nationwide two minutes’ silence at 
12.51pm on Ash Wednesday, at the 
Civic Memorial Service in North Hagley 
Park and prayed for victims and all 
those affected by the earthquake. That 
evening, alongside Bishop Victoria 
Matthews, he hosted the annual 
Anglican and Catholic Lenten Service 
at St Mary’s Pro-Cathedral, with the 
combined Cathedral choirs.

Bishop Barry said he has a lot of 
admiration for “the resilience and 
determination of Cantabrians” since 
last year’s earthquakes and that it is 
important not to forget the ongoing 
suffering many are experiencing.

“There are people who are suffering 
mentally, afraid of another earthquake 
and how they might cope,” he said. 
Some people are waiting for answers 
about the future of their houses or have 
been evacuated from rest homes and are 
away from their friends, families and 
networks. “We need to pray for these 
people and open our hearts to God,” he 
said.

“Your Son Jesus has taught us to open 
our hearts to you in sincere prayer. Today 
after one year, we commend to your love 
and mercy all those whose lives have been 
changed forever by the earthquake of 22 
February 2011.” Part of Bishop Barry 
Jones prayer at Hagley Park.

Seismic Upheaval
On the last Sunday of St Paul’s parish, Dallington Fr Simon Eccleton former parish 
priest, John Morgan (parish council chair) and Sue McTague (pastoral worker), left 
to right, congratulated Kathleen 
Casey for her work as editor of the 
book Seismic Upheaval. 

The book is “a recorded chunk 
of history in the life of St Paul’s 
Parish,” including recollections 
by parishioners from the time of 
the death of their pastor, Fr Miles 
O’Malley in August 2010, through 
destruction of the church building, 
loss of the parish and school site, 
and turning of much of the local 
area into a red zone. 

At the parish’s final morning tea and book launch, the invaluable work of parish 
pastoral chairperson at that time, Sue McTague, was also acknowledged. 

Fate of churches still  
months away

Meanwhile, work on the Basilica 
continues. “We are really looking at 
three options - whether to demolish the 
existing building, to retain what we can 
of the Basilica and rebuild to its former 
glory, or, in the short-term, to mothball 
the building until we have a clearer 
picture,” said Lance Ryan, chairman of 
the Cathedral Management Board.

Early indications are that the costs of 
retaining and rebuilding the Basilica are 
in the vicinity of $100 million. The board 
is having costs prepared for the removal 
of the large organ and also the stained 
glass windows. 

“This is a frustrating time for all, but 
we must ensure we work wisely,” said 
Lance. “The Cathedral is only one piece 
of the diocesan jigsaw. Getting it right is 
everyone’s first priority,” he said.

St Albans Open Air Mass

Earthquake Recovery
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What’s on?
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Anniversaries
Celebrating our heritage

Theology on Tap This new initiative 
for young adults to learn more about 
the Catholic faith is held in the relaxed 
setting of Robbies restaurant, Elmwood. 
Contact Chris 027 520 6497.

Resurrection Vespers Join the 
Beatitudes Community every Saturday 
at 5.30pm for Resurrection Vespers 
followed by a pot-luck dinner and 
Jewish dancing.  Beatitudes Community, 
67 Leithfield Road, Leithfield, north of 
Christchurch, off state highway 1.  Ph 
03 314 8837.

Catholic Youth Team are beginning 
a new youth ministry leadership training 
programme. Six meetings throughout 
2012 will offer an opportunity to share 
successes and struggles, and the latest 
ideas and resources for youth and young 
adult ministry. Contact CYT cyt@chch.
catholic.org.nz  

Catholic people, Catholic thought, 
Catholic action, Catholic prayer, Catholic 
music on air. Sounds Catholic is now 
heard twice every Sunday - midday and 
10.00pm on Plains FM, 96.9. On-line 
www.chch.catholic.org.nz/radio 

Soul Food is a group of young adult 
working Catholics who come together 
for prayer, fellowship and formation 
every Thursday night at Christ the King 
parish, Burnside. Nourish your faith and 
meet other young Catholics. Contact 
Soul Food Christchurch

Catholic Cathedral College 
(Encompassing Xavier and Sacred Heart 
Colleges) 25th anniversary – 23-25 March 
2012.  Contact:  Justin Fields  
jf@cathcollege.school.nz or check 
Facebook.

150th celebrations of the founding of the 
Sisters of Our Lady of the Missions 
(rndm) – Saturday 14 April 2012 
beginning with a Mass of Thanksgiving 
at 11am.  Addington Parish Church and 
Hall.  Contact Helen Grofski ph 352 
6711.

St Bede’s College Centenary 
celebrations - 25-27 May 2012, starting 
with Mass on the feast day of St Bede. 
Contact: Tel 365 2217 www.stbedes.
school.nz/community/centennial/

Dove Catholic Fellowship for 
Women … “So how can we love God, 
if we don’t love the people we can see?  
The commandment that God has given 
us is:  “Love God and love each other!”  
The fellowship invites women of all 
ages to join them on the first Saturday 
of each month. The theme for 2012 is 
based on 1 John 4:7-21.  Contact Janet 
Archer, ph 359 4305 or www.dove.org.nz

P.A.T.H.S – Post Abortion 
Trauma Healing Service
This support group welcomes those 
struggling after a pregnancy termination 
and provides a safe place to talk. The 
facilitators are sensitive and skilled.  
The group meets in Christchurch on 
the third Tuesday of the month, from 
10.30am to midday.  
Ph 0800 728 470 or email admin@
postabortionpath.org.nz

Christchurch Diocesan 
Earthquake Recovery Fund
This fund set up by Bishop Barry 
Jones helps people affected by the 
earthquakes. The fund supports projects 
led by parishes or organisations to help 
those in need. Contact Matt O’Connell, 
ph 366 9869 moconnell@chch.catholic.
org.nz for an information pack if you 
have a new or existing project.

Diocesan Website and 
Facebook Page – www.chch.
catholic.org.nz Go on line to find out 
Mass times, earthquake updates, 
Sunday Gospel reflections by Fr John 
O’Connor, news and events happening 
around the diocese.What’s on?

Luanna Hodgetts, Olivia Gray and Chris Houghton 
enjoying Hearts Aflame.


