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“May is Mary’s month …” so begins the poem by Gerard 
Manley Hopkins.

Devotion to Mary is an intrinsic element of Catholic worship 
and marks the life of the Church from the earliest times. She 
was given to the beloved disciple by Jesus as he hung dying on 
the cross in the words of this extraordinary exchange, “This 
is your son,” and “this is your mother.” From that moment, 
the disciple made a place for her in his 
home, the gospel of St. John tells us.

I encourage you to make a place for 
Mary in your heart and in your home. 
In your heart, by finding a time each 
day so that you can pray to her. There 
are many prayers to Mary available to 
us, such as ‘The Memorare’, and ‘We 
fly to thy protection’ and the ‘Hail holy 
Queen’. Perhaps the most well known 
and beautiful is the ‘Hail Mary’, often 
set to music in its Latin version, ‘Ave Maria’.

We too, like the beloved disciple in the gospel, can make a 
place for Mary in our homes by having a picture, statue, or 
icon of Our Lady somewhere on a wall or shelf. 

Even though May is a special month for devotion to Mary, 
in every month it is right for us to nurture and activate her 
relationship with us. She is Mother of the Church - and we, in 
all humility, can always call on her to help us live for her Son, 
the Risen Lord.
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FROM THE EDITOR
It’s a happy problem to have - finding space in each issue 
of Inform to squeeze in the many stories of life in and 
around our Diocese. 

Despite all the ups and downs of living with earthquakes– 
in fact, because of the challenges they bring – we keep on 
finding more reasons to celebrate and to be people of joy. 

Thanks to all contributors to Inform … and to you for 
reading it! Please pass it on. 
Gerard Duignan 
Deadline for next issue: Friday 10 August 2012.

FROM THE BISHOP

Hundreds process around the St Mary’s Pro-Cathedral on the last Sunday 
in May in honour of the Blessed Virgin Mary and an act of consecration of 
Christchurch to her. They carry a statue of Our Lady which had previously 
resided in the Cathedral of the Blessed Sacrament. During the 7.1 mag-
nitude earthquake on 4 September 2010 it rotated 180 degrees without 
toppling over. Later Sr Marietta OCD restored it after it was damaged 
during the deconstruction, and it now resides in St Mary’s (below).
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News

A labour of love and high standards in 
radio production have won Sounds  
Catholic the prestigious 2012 NZ Radio 
Industry Award for best spoken pro-
gramme in the Community and Access 
Radio category. The magazine style 
weekly programme is produced and 
hosted by Ken Joblin of the Catholic 
Tertiary Chaplaincy, and can be heard 
Sundays at Noon, repeated at 10pm and 
via online podcast. 

The winning episode featured high-
lights from a year of challenges faced 

Sounds Catholic Wins Award

Left to right, Yuji Kudo, Plains FM manager, 
Nicki Reece, manager Fresh FM access 
Radio Nelson Mike Williams, Sounds Catholic 
advisory board members Gerard Duignan 
and Maryanne Martin, studio operator 
Naoko Kudo, Ken Joblin, guide dog Nelson, 
Programme Director Liz Belcher.

Tiger, which offers insights into Chris-
tian ways of dealing with grief. It can be 
heard online at www.chch.catholic.org.
nz/radio

The programme, funded by Bishop 
Barry Jones, took over from Catholics on 
Air which broadcast for over a decade.

The award recognises the best amongst 
12 community access stations through-
out the country partly funded by NZ on 
Air. Hundreds of programmes are broad-
cast daily, produced by local community 
groups and individuals, especially for 
women, children and youth, ethnic 
groups and other minorities.

Website messages
The diocesan website:  
www.chch.catholic.org.nz advertises 
events happening within the diocese. 
As a parish, school, or church group you 
are welcome to advertise events. You can 
list your event from the link on the home 
page under ‘events’.

Papanui Parish children with a beautiful cross they had decorated and reverently erected on 
the altar of St Gregory’s church, Bishopdale. The starkness of Good Friday is transformed by 
the resurrection on Easter Sunday. 

by the Christchurch diocese. At times 
the sound of an aftershock can be heard 
during a recording. 

“Ken needs absolutely no help from 
anyone when it comes to digital editing 
and multi-tracking,” reports the Plains 
FM web site. “He does it all himself 
totally independently. No easy task even 
for a sighted person. It all comes down 
to great ears and a deft touch.”

A heart-warming recent programme 
features Ken’s personal recounting of 
the passing of his treasured guide dog 

Ten parishioners from Opihi Parish on a 
pilgrimage to St Mary MacKillop’s shrine 
and places of interest in North Sydney. 
The group visited the grave of the first 
Parish Priest of Temuka, Fr Louis Fauvel 
sm, at Hunters’ Hill. “He was instrumen-
tal in petitioning Mother Mary MacKillop 
to send Sisters to Temuka,” says tour 
leader Fr Brian Fennessy. The first Sisters 
arrived in 1883, and Mary MacKillop 
stayed in Temuka during her three visits 
to South Canterbury.
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Pastoral Planning Office
Father Donal McIlraith SSC, based in the 
seminary in Fiji and responsible for the 
Marian Movement of Priests in Oceania, 
visited members of the local cenacles at 
St Gregory’s Church, Bishopdale recently. 
“We had a very successful day … Father 
gave the most informative talks,” says 
Trish Baugh. 

The movement began in 1972 after an in-
spirational visit to Fatima by Italian priest 
Fr Stefano Gobbi, and has now spread 

worldwide. Cenacles consist of groups of priests, with religious 
or lay associate members who pray the rosary, meditate and 
consecrate themselves to The Immaculate Heart of Mary. For 
more details about the MMP, contact Trish 325 7472.

Marian Movement of Priests 

Staff from John Paul II High School, Greymouth Harold Leask, Roger 
Lavers, Juliet Buenaventura, Evelyn Clark, Vanessa Pringle were 
joined by staff of St Patrick’s, Caron Olivier and Priya Senevirante and 
Lonnie Janssen from St Canice’s in Westport, to study Understanding 
Church with Charles Shaw, from the Catholic Education Office.  For 
seven years, teachers and staff have been attending these courses.

New Pastoral Chaplain 
Bishop Barry has appointed Karen Marra of Our Lady of Vic-
tories Parish, Sockburn, as pastoral chaplain at The Princess 
Margaret hospital. Karen is responsible for providing Catholic 
chaplaincy to older person’s health and the mental health 
units. She will ensure a coordinated and managed ministry to 
patients, their families and staff.
Karen was Catholic chaplain at Christchurch Men’s prison for 
six years, then a volunteer chaplaincy assistant and, as part of 
a parish team, takes Holy Communion to the housebound and 
sick.
There is always a priest chaplain available, who can be con-
tacted through Karen in the first instance on 021 114 9463 or 
karenmarra@hotmail.com  

ADULT EDUCATION COURSES 
Taught by staff of the Catholic Education Office

Do you want to learn more about your faith?

Looking for ongoing faith formation?

Courses coming up:
Understanding Church (Christchurch) 
Church and Ministry (Christchurch)

Introduction to Christology (Christchurch)

These courses can be taken for NZQA credit  
or for interest only.

For more information view the website  
www.chch.catholic.org.nz/formation  

or contact Charles Shaw 03-353 0751, 
cshaw@chch.catholic.org.nz 

Clergy movements
Fr Gerry Nemi returns home at the start of July to the 
Philippines. He has been on loan from the Diocese of Daet for 
four years serving as Parish Priest of Sacred Heart, Addington, 
and as Assistant Priest of Holy Name Parish, Ashburton.  
Fr John Jolliffe sm, Administrator of the Sacred Heart 
Parish, Addington since February this year, now returns 
to his parish responsibilities in the Auckland Diocese. He 
will be replaced by Fr John Craddock sm as Parish Priest of 
Addington, having returned from France.
Fr Nathan Vail FSSP has been the chaplain to the Latin Mass 
community, celebrating the Extraordinary Form for one year. 
Fr Nathan leaves the Diocese mid June and will be replaced by 
another priest from the Fraternity of St Peter to continue this 
ministry. 

Greymouth study course
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Barry Columbus receives a papal award ‘Croce Pro Ecclesia et Ponti-
fice’ (For the Church and the Pope) for 25 years service to the Clergy 
Car Fund since its inception. His wife Mary shares the moment with 
Bishop Barry Jones. 

Don Sanders and a friend discuss what decriminalizing euthanasia will 
mean for society with Paul Russell at the JPII Centre for Life

Paul Russell, founder and director of HOPE, Australia’s 
leading anti-euthanasia national network and vice chair of 
the International Euthanasia Prevention Coalition based in 
Canada, spoke at the JPII Centre for Life in May. 

“We must get past the rhetoric and say euthanasia actually 
is culpable homicide and legalised state-sanctioned killing,” 
he said. Paul talked of the importance of grassroots action 
to combat proposed legislation, such as the upcoming NZ 
parliamentary bill.

Faith Courses Use New  
Technology 
The newly formed Catholic Institute of Aotearoa New Zealand 
(TCI) is offering a series of ‘faith updates’ which you can 
access from home. Six-week online modules have been created 
to complement the Institute’s courses.

“We want to make our faith updates not only accessible and 
convenient but also fun,” says Catholic Institute’s Director 
Professor Anne Tuohy. The flexible, interactive updates engage 
learners in the Church’s rich history and tradition in new and 
exciting ways. They are designed with busy people in mind 
and include podcasts, YouTube clips, readings, and quizzes 
with follow-up work in between. Take a virtual tour at  
www.tci.ac.nz 

ROSARY HOUSE  
SPIRITUAL LIFE CENTRE

DAY PROGRAMME:
Day of Prayer & Reflection: The New 
Evangelisation - Fr John Adams Sat 21 July 
10am-3pm.  A Rosary House Presentation at the 
Mary Potter Community Centre 442 Durham St 
Nth, St Albans.  

Loss of Meaning - A Necessary Dimension 
in Spiritual Development  - Allan Bloore 
Jungian Analyst.  Fridays 14 and 21 Sept, 6.45-
9.00pm. Mary Potter Community Centre 442 
Durham St Nth, St Albans.  

Reflections for Mercy Day - the Corporal 
and Spiritual works of Mercy – Sr Kathleen 
Rushton RSM. Tuesdays 4, 11, 18 September 4.30 
- 5.45pm. Venue to be notified.  

Day of Prayer & Reflection - Prayer without 
Ceasing – Sr Raylene Dwyer rsm.  Sat 13 Oct 
10am - 3pm.  Mary Potter Community Centre 42 
Durham St Nth, St Albans. 

Programme bookings  
Ph 379 1298  

roho@xtra.co.nz 

PAPAL AWARD
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Opus Consulting: Proudly Supporting Catholic Schools

News

Some of the stallions and fillies from Christchurch diocese 
at the CNME conference in Awapuni, left to right, Wayne and 
Sue McTague, Fr Simon Eccleton Episcopal Vicar for Marriage, 
Tracey and Rob Haughey, Leanne and Steven Everingham. 

Parishes celebrating twenty years 
with the Passionist Family Group 
Movement will be custodians of a 
unique pastel painting by renowned 
iconologist Michael Pervan.

The first parish in the Christchurch Diocese, Bryndwr, 
celebrates 20 years in June, followed by Christ the King, 
Burnside then Our Lady of Assumption, Hoon Hay.

The painting features a canoe filled with a Christian family 
“tribe” from many cultures. Some are rowing, some steering, 
and some watching out. Some nurture children, some care 
for the sick and elderly. The red glow showing through the 
Passionist logo represents the fire in our hearts.

Marriage Educators Empowering the Light
Murray and Aileen 
Straight, South Island 
directors the Passionist 
Family Group Movement, 
thank Bishop Barry 
Jones for signing the 
back of Michael Pervan’s 
painting of the ‘Voyage of 
Discovery’.

Passionist 
Movement

Windmills and horse racing provided just two of many themes 
for the biennial Catholic Network of Marriage Educators train-
ing weekend for couples and priests involved in pre-marriage 
and marriage enrichment education at the Awapuni Race-
course function centre in May. Our diocese was well repre-
sented, with couples enjoying thought-provoking talks from 
experts in research into relationship attachment, the Catholic 
Church’s Marriage Tribunal, and bioethics. 

“The key is to acknowledge peoples’ emotions and experi-
ence, and to respond fully to them without judgement,” 
keynote facilitator John Faisandier told over 150 attendees. 
International Marriage Encounter leaders from the Wairarapa, 
David and Bron Lee, with Australian Fr John Rate, described 
‘couple spirituality’. Bishop of Palmerston North, Charles 
Drennan presided over Pentecost Sunday Mass. 

Each couple took home a windmill representing another 
couple for whom they will pray.

John MacKillop Remembered
“His wishes were always good and his life innocent” – St Mary of 
the Cross MacKillop.

“We knew for a long time that John was buried here 
somewhere, and thanks to Mary Parker this grave site 
was eventually found,” said Sr Colleen Keeble RSJ, 
NZ Provincial of the Sisters of St Joseph of the Sacred 
Heart to a crowd gathered at Barbadoes Street cemetery, 
Christchurch.

Through the support of Bishop Barry Jones and the efforts 
of the Knights of the Southern Cross, the blessing of this 
gravestone and plaque is another step in honoring John 
MacKillop’s resting place ensuring that it too, is identified 
as a holy site and suitable place of pilgrimage. 

John is the only one of Mary’s MacKillop’s family buried 
outside of Australia. John made the stable in Penola 
presentable enough for Mary to open the first school of the 
Sisters of St Joseph. He died shortly afterwards, aged 22.

“I’m sure the spirit of Mary, John and all her family are 
here with us as we remember him today,” added Sr Colleen.

ABOVE Worthy Knight Gregory Shannahan 
places flowers on the gravestone in the 
Barbadoes Street cemetery, Christchurch, 
which the Knights of the Southern Cross 
have restored. RIGHT Sr Colleen Keeble 
RSJ and Sr Eleanor Capper RSJ welcome 
visitors to the graveside.
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Around the Parishes

Burnside Branch of the Catholic Women’s League celebrate 50 years of 
service with Parish Priest Msgr Bill Middleton. They welcomed National 
president Anne Joyce, Msgr Bede O’Gorman, Terry Scott, past-president 
and Zella McGirr, Christchurch Diocesan president and recalled the work 
for the mission station in Vanuatu. The branch meets on third Monday of 
the month, contact: Kath Noble 354 9038.

A TV One cameraman captures the newly established 
“Therapeutic choir” in full voice in March. 

The group of 25-30 people, with a wide range of abilities, 
gather weekly at the Mary Potter Centre. They have 
neurological disorders and suffer symptoms of Parkinson’s 
disease, Multiple Sclerosis or Stroke. A music and speech 
therapist aims to improve or maintain their voice, posture, 
breathing, speech, mind (concentration, focusing, attention, 
memory), communication and confidence. 

“The programme is proving popular,” says Sr Helena Kearns 
LCM, “ and aside from any benefits or improvements, people 
enjoy meeting together for a cup of tea”. 

View the story at: tvnz.co.nz/close-up/choir-hits-right-note-
video-4865281 

CWL Maree O’Neill, Zella McGirr, 
Margaret O’Connor, Val Langley, 
Moira Lipyeat, Mary Slattery en-
joy a quip from Fr John Morrison.

120 members of the Catholic Women’s League gathered in 
Ashburton for their conference and AGM in March. Cecily Hill 
spoke on love in action in her journey as a nurse, a missionary 
in India and now as a counselor.

 Fr Geoff Gray concelebrated the opening Mass at Holy Name 
Church with CWL Chaplain Fr John Morrison. President Zella 
McGirr welcomed national President Anne Joyce and national 
Mission Secretary Susan Lloyd, and at the Sunday morning 
parish Mass candles were lit for deceased members. 

The 75 years celebration of ‘Faith and Service’ in the Christ-
church Diocese had to be postponed in 2011. “Since the 
earthquakes branches with no church have met in members’ 
homes for friendship and fellowship,” says President Jenny 
Muschamp. 

A one day get together with AGM and dinner is planned for 
September.

Halswell members celebrating St 
Patrick’s Day at the CWL AGM.
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Schools

Villa Maria College Principal Mary Lynch 
says that winning the Bishop Lyon’s 
Shield has given her a silver lining as 
she departs the school after 20 years. 
“I am so proud of our girls and their 
talents,” she says.

Teaching was not part of Mrs Lynch’s 
initial plans when she left Villa Maria 
College. However, she taught in 
Ashburton College then Patea High 
School before becoming Director of 
Religious Studies at St. Peter’s College, 
Palmerston North. In 1992 she returned 
to Villa Maria as Principal.

Board of Trustees Chair Virginia 
Noonan says “As a Mercy woman 
herself, Mrs Lynch has inspired 
hundreds of young Villa Maria students 
to embrace learning, to embrace their 
Catholic faith, and to strive to be Mercy 
women. 

Bailey Jeffery-Butler (Ngati Porou and 
Te Arawa) with the 2012 Iho Pimanawa 
award for academic achievement by a 
Villa Maria College student of Maori 
ethnicity. As well as rowing and playing 
A-grade netball for the college, she is 
looking towards a career in the health 
industry. The three ‘kete’ mounted on 
the award symbolise the three baskets 
of knowledge that were acquired for 
mankind. 

Mary Lynch Leaves On A High Note

Host college Villa Maria celebrate winning the coveted Bishop Lyons Shield for public speaking, 
ahead of six other Christchurch Diocese Catholic colleges.  Left to right, Kate Oorschot, Jessica 
Smith, Penelope McRandle, Caitlin Pugh, Alison Tier, Megan Nelis, Laura Maskill, Sophie Crews, 
Lucy-Ann Wingrove, Isabella Walsh. Absent: Gabriella Rutherford, Madison Williams, Savannah 
Smith. Inset: Mary Lynch.

St Joseph’s Pleasant Point pupils act out the tenth 
Station of the Cross during a Holy Thursday liturgy.  
Left to right, Hamish Scannell and Laura Kel-
liher (narrators), William Hampton (Soldier), Lewis 
Trumper (Jesus) and Jacob Ryan (Soldier).



INFORM JUNE 2012  �

Opus Consulting: Proudly Supporting Catholic Schools

Tayla Sumner

25th Anniversary Reunion
Catholic Cathedral College celebrated 25 years in March. The reunion gave former 
students of Xavier and Sacred Heart Colleges a chance to reconnect and was “a 
wonderful weekend that set a strong foundation for future events involving ex-stu-
dents,” says Deputy Principal Justin Fields.

Starting with a powhiri on Friday night Bishop Barry Jones blessed the events, 
followed by Pasifika and student musical performances. 

At the Saturday evening formal dinner long serving staff, friends of the College, 
and successful ex-students in sport were honoured. Speakers included Megan Woods 
MP, Br Alan Henley sm and Br Doug Dawick sm, and Sr Amelda Lindsay RNDM, the 
first Principal on behalf of the Mission Sisters, along with Head Boy Chris Eaton, 
soon to become the first Priest, and Adam Parker who played for NZ Maori and Ja-
pan. “Ex-students Vicki Eaton and Hera both sang beautifully,” says Justin.

Sunday Mass was celebrated by Bishop Barry with Fr Chris Orr.

Sisters of Mercy 
after celebrating 
their jubilees with 
Mass at Villa Maria 
College, left to 
right, Srs Margaret 

Thorn, Dorothy Cotterell, Marie Fennell, Mau-
reen George, Irene Jones, Marie McCrea, Anne 
Frost and Pat Butler.

Meet most of the ten students from 
Christchurch Diocese in formation for 
the diocesan priesthood. Currently at 
Holy Cross Seminary, Auckland, left to 
right, Do Nguyen, Than Tran, Alister 
Castillo, Huynh Tran, Alex Chia, Tien 
Cao, and Mark William (absent: Graeme 
Blackburn). Brendon McMahon is on 
pastoral placement in the diocese, and 
Thomas Saywell is in priestly formation 
at Good Shepherd House, Bryndwr. 

Those thinking about the priesthood 
should contact Fr Chris Orr, tel. 377 
5610 christopherjohnorr@gmail.
com. A group meets at 7:30pm on the 
first Tuesday of each month at Good 
Shepherd House.

Similarly, there are currently seven 
women who are discerning a call 
to consecrated life in a religious 
community within our diocese and 
overseas. Please keep these women 
in your prayers. Women interested in 
exploring a vocation to religious life 
please contact Sr Raylene Dwyer RSM 
tel. 359-2212.

Schools

New Statues from 
The Bay

Two statues gifted by Holy Trinity 
Parish, Central Hawkes Bay, have 
found homes in quake-affected col-
leges in Christchurch. Holy Trinity 
consists of three Eucharistic commu-
nities, St Joseph’s, St Patrick’s and 
St Vincent’s. The statues became sur-
plus when St Vincent’s church was 
closed and re-located in the grounds 
of a historic homestead (a convent in 
part of its history).

 Mitre 10 Waipukurau donated the 
boxes to transport the statues, which 
was arranged by Conroy’s Furniture 
Removals and Pleroma Christian 
Supplies.

Tayla and Devon  
with the statue of Mary, 
to replace one at Marian 
College broken in the 
February earthquake. 

Left to right, Samantha Lakin and 
Lincoln Schaapsmeerders-Noa, 
head students at Catholic Cathedral 
College, show Marian College head 
girls Tayla Sumner and Devon Caffell 
the statue of the Sacred Heart gifted 
by Hawkes Bay parishioners. 

Christchurch’s  
Seminary Students

LOL
Pessimist Marvin takes stock of 

a dreadful situation and declares 

“Things couldn’t get any worse.” 

Optimist Ernie replies 

enthusiastically, “Oh yes they could!”
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HAPPENINGS
Life to the Full, a series of five talks were presented by David Payne and 
Jenny Baker at Christ the King Parish, Burnside. Each talk explored how the 
Scriptures can strengthen faith and bring hope and joy to everyday life.

Sounds Catholic broadcasts online and on-air Sundays at noon and 10pm 
on Plains FM 96.6.  Recent programmes include an interview with Stepha-
nie Kamp, a Catholic medical student, who assisted at the Indian Mother 
and Child programme, a feature on the beautiful Fauré Requiem and a 
reflection on the gift of guide dogs to those living with physical blindness.  
Hear podcasts of programmes at www.chch.catholic.org.nz/radio

St Mary’s New Brighton and St James’ Aranui held a combined Mass in 
June in the Roy Stokes Hall, followed with a lunch to establish the new 
parish. Both parishes celebrate milestones this year - St James’ 50 years 
on Sunday the 9 December, and St Mary’s the 100th anniversary of their 
church, which sadly had to be demolished.

Catholics Returning Home completed 
another successful programme in 
three Christchurch parishes in May.  
Research has shown that a personal invitation from a friend or family 
member is the most powerful influence for Catholics to come home again 
to active life in the church. Freephone 0508 HOME NOW (0508 466 366).  
Visit www.catholicshomenow.co.nz

Joshua Catholic Men’s Fellowship continued its theme for 2012, ‘Shout 
with joy to the Lord all the earth’, with prayer and discussion at St 
Gregory’s Parish, Bishopdale.

Christchurch Interfaith Society hosted Charlie Hogg, Director of the 
Brahma Kumaris, Australia for an evening of meditation.  In May, Toni 
Taurepe presented a discussion on Māori Spirituality.  For information on 
the society contact Sr Bertha Hurley smsm 355 0959.

Over 1000 Old Boys, staff and friends attended the St Bede’s College Cen-
tenary on the last weekend in May. More details in the next Inform issue.

Families Gather In 
North Canterbury
Families from around the diocese con-
verged on Waipara Riverside Park to 
enjoy fun, friendship, discussion, and 
prayer in April.

The weekend gave couples an oppor-
tunity to network and listen to talks 
centred on a Catholic view on authentic 
love, relationships, motherhood, and 
true manliness. It was facilitated by 
the John Paul II Centre for Life Team 
assisted by the Diocesan Mission Team. 
Talks were presented by Celia and John 
Kennedy, Sandra and Brett Martin, Ruth 
Green and Katie Malone, and Brendan 
Malone. The central theme was “You are 
Gift”, inspired by Blessed John Paul II’s 
emphasis on the ‘Law of the Gift’.

Father Fillipo Maria of the Community 
of St John supported the weekend with 
Mass, the Sacrament of Reconciliation, 
humour, teaching, and a friendly game 
of soccer (with Italian flair).

“There was a real understanding be-
tween everyone involved, that enabled 
families to continue with their own rou-
tines with infants and young children,” 
says Jenny Shortall.

The Feast of Divine Mercy was celebrat-
ed with Mass, and the weekend ended 
with a barbecue lunch.

The camp was inspired by Catholic 
Family Ministries camps in Canada, and 
Catholic Family Retreats now in their 
fifth year in the Hamilton Diocese. 

“Many families enjoyed the ability to 
connect with other families as too often 
we get isolated through work, distance 
and the pace of life today,” says Jenny. 
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Trusted care for our Seniors.

Each Home Instead Senior Care franchise office is
independently owned and operated. 

Call for a free,
no-obligation appointment:

• Companionship

• Meal Preparation

• Personal Care

• Light Housekeeping

• Shopping & Errands

             Christchurch            
   (03) 384 8484

homeinstead.co.nz

The Sisters of 
Our Lady of the 
Missions have 
100 Lay Associ-
ates in New Zea-
land, who share 
with them the spirit and charism 
of their French founder, Euphrasie 
Barbier, blending Contemplation, 
Communion and Mission. Associ-
ates celebrate, pray and study the life 
and spirituality of Euphrasie and try 
to live according to the charism as 
they go about their daily lives in the 
‘market place’.

“They work alongside the Sisters 
and make contributions to a solidarity 
fund for missions,” says Christchurch 
co-ordinator Gloria Magee. Details: 
www.rndm.org Tel. 942 6308

“Hang in there – look through the 
cracks for the inner beauty in others,” Fr 
Rod Milne sm told a full room who came 
to share a men’s breakfast organised 
by the Knights of the Southern Cross. 
“Jesus has a lot to say to us, not only 
through the human cracks, but the other 
cracks that have appeared in Christ-
church,” he said. 

He quoted from the Leonard Cohen 
song “Anthem”:

Ring the bells that still can ring
Forget your perfect offering
There is a crack, a crack in everything
That’s how the light gets in.
Fr Rod described his life-changing ex-

perience living in a L’Arche community 
in Toronto with 6 others, after teaching 
for 27 years, including as principal of 
schools in Samoa, Tonga and Hastings. 
“I’d never lived in a community of males 
and females, nor with people with intel-
lectual disability before. I came to realise 
we all have disabilities and I wasn’t 
coping with mine. We can hide ours,” he 
said.

“People with disability taught me about 
welcoming, forgiveness, celebration and 
living in the present day.”

Sr Irene Jones RSM  
Sr Irene Jones RSM received a token of 
appreciation from Bishop Barry Jones on 
her resignation after nine years of service 
to the diocese, as pastoral chaplain at 
Burwood Hospital. She was thanked by 
Mike Stopforth after the monthly Mass 
with diocesan staff. 

Mission Sisters  
Celebrate 150 years 
On the Saturday of Easter Week the 
Sisters of Our Lady of the Missions of 
Christchurch region gathered with over 
300 parishioners, friends and past pupils 
for a wonderful celebration at Sacred 
Heart Parish, Addington. Banners and 
candles from schools in the diocese 
where RNDMs have taught were pre-
sented to celebrant Bishop Barry Jones, 
who was joined by Bishop Meeking and 
many priests. “A Samoan Choir lifted the 
roof off,” says Sr Martina Burke. “It was 
a great start to our celebrations around 
the country.”

The conversation turned to the recent 
demolition of the large Ferry Rd Con-
vent, built in 1881. The renowned cha-
pel, built in 1908, was the only example 
of Byzantine revival architecture in the 
Southern Hemisphere. It was the Novi-
tiate for 400 RNDM Sisters who taught 
in 14 Canterbury schools and parishes, 
or left for the mission fields.

Fr Rod Milne, sm, Viane Makalio, Jacob 
Pawlikowski, Noel Mullis, and Supreme 
Knight for NZ Michael Riley, ready to eat 
breakfast in St Gregory’s hall, Bishopdale. 

Michael Riley reappointed
“It’s my penance,” quips Michael 
Riley on being reappointed Supreme 
Knight for New Zealand for another 
3-year term to head the Knights of the 
Southern Cross. 

Active since 1931, it is a society of 
Catholic men “supporting bishops, 
priests and laity in promoting Chris-
tian values in a spirit of fraternity in 
our Nation”. 

The Christchurch branch meets on 
the first Monday in St Joseph’s Par-
ish Lounge, Papanui. Throughout the 
year the Knights present rosary beads 
to primary school students, tidy the 
grounds of the Carmelite monastery, 
and provide practical assistance to the 
Sisters. 

“Those men who established the 
Knights of the Southern Cross had a 
vision to encourage men to be practi-
cally involved in their Church. We 
need to find little projects and in-
crease public knowledge about what 
we stand for,” says Worthy Knight 
Gregory Shannahan. “We have a 
proud history and it is evermore nec-
essary as we seek to restore our city to 
its former glory.”

Another breakfast is planned for 
the end of August. Contact: Gregory 
Shannahan 027 389 1029
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Grant Applications 

You can request an application pack from the Diocesan 
website: www.chch.catholic.org.nz/downloadableforms  

or call Rosalie Matthews on 366 9869. 

APPLICATIONS  
CLOSE  

31 JULY 
2012 

Grant Applications 
Grant Applications 

The Diocese has again received  
a grant to distribute from  
the Tindall Foundation.  

The Diocesan Welfare Council  
is overseeing the distribution  

of the funds.  
If you are part of a welfare  
organisation in the Diocese  
you are invited  to request  

an application pack  
to apply for funding support. 

Alison Carter and Rosalie Matthews are presented with their 
Diplomas in Religious Studies (Pastoral Ministry) by new 
Mairehau Parish Priest, Fr Simon Eccleton. Fellow parishio-
ner Carmel Malone received her Certificate at the vigil Mass. 
Amberley parishioner Sandra Johnson received hers from Fr 
John O’Connor. 

“I began taking these papers because I was joining the 
Children’s Liturgy team in my old parish of St Paul’s, Dalling-
ton,” says Rosalie. She wanted to make sure she was passing 
onto the children authentic Catholic teaching. “But it soon de-
veloped into a deepening of my faith, as I learned more of the 
richness and fullness available to us all in the Catholic Church. 
I would recommend these courses to anyone,” she says. 

To join the growing list with an NZQA qualification recog-
nised by the Catholic Bishops’ Conference, contact Charles 
Shaw: cshaw@chch.catholic.org.nz 353 0751

Sister Oliver Plunkett LCM
“I was asked to come to Christchurch for three months and ended up staying 60 years!” the 
late Sister Oliver Plunkett LCM used to recount. She died in April at Villa Gardens, aged 90. 

Sr Oliver came from Australia to Christchurch in 1962 to establish the first private Psychi-
atric Day Clinic in New Zealand. She recruited many faithful volunteers, which was a key 
to the Clinic’s success. Awarded the MBE for services to psychiatry in 1974, she was later 
Provincial Superior and Formation Director of the Little Company of Mary. In retirement she 
visited the bereaved and attended many funerals. 

After a long and very active life may she now rest in peace. 

Eucharistic Adoration Young Adult Team (EuAdoreYAT) began 
recently in the St Teresa’s Parish, Riccarton. Filled with enthu-
siasm for Taize music, they lead an hour of adoration Sundays 
5-6pm. 

On the eve of the anniversary of the apparition of Our Lady 
at Fatima the group made its consecration to her in the chapel 
of  the Brothers of St John. 

Amanda says, “It’s inspiring and encouraging to be part of a 
‘family’ of young people, to sing, laugh, question, learn, and 
share with each other… and it’s extra special when Eucharis-
tic Adoration is at the very centre of all this, because in Adora-
tion we find Jesus’s heart of love.” 

“She’s the one who can get us close to Jesus the most,” says 
Olivia.

News

EuAdoreYAT born
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Retreat on  
Banks Peninsula
The Young Adults retreat this year 
will focus upon the call to ‘joyfully 
renew our faith’ with Pope Benedict 
XVI’s call for a Year of Faith. For a 
weekend full of prayer, formation 
and fellowship in the beautiful set-
ting of Wainui, near Akaroa, contact 
the CYT office 03 353 0705  
tmalone@chch.catholic.org.nz 

“It’s a beautiful road on which to em-
bark,” says Marianne Daly, Diocesan 
Parish Advisor for Education, Formation 
and Support for Parish Services, explain-
ing Christian initiation and attaining 
full communion in the Church. 

The Rite of Christian Initiation of 
Adults (RCIA) journey begins with quiet 
inquiry, and when it is discerned that 
there is a genuine call from God and 
the person expresses a desire to live the 
teachings of Christ, the parish celebrates 
a Rite of Acceptance. 

The next stage is one of intense cat-
echesis, meeting weekly over several 

Emmanuelworship, one of the leading 
voices of contemporary Catholic music 
in Australia, will join young people from 
around the diocese at the awesome 
weekend of music, games, talks and 
prayer at Antioch 2012.

Sam Clear, who walked over 15,500 
kms around the globe over 568 days 
praying for unity, will be special guest 
at the weekend. “Get in quick, as places 
are limited,” says Jason McTague from 
the Catholic Diocesan Youth Team. 

Papanui’s New Youth Ministers 
Stella Brennan, Luanna Hodgetts and Harris 
Williamson have been employed as the new 
Year 8 youth ministers for St Joseph’s Parish, 
Papanui.

Meet Tim 
“I’m excited to join the Catholic Youth 
Team to minister to the youth and 
young adults,” says Tim Malone who 
has been appointed by Bishop Barry 
Jones as the new Young Adults co-
ordinator for the diocese. 

With his wife Jacinta and their son, 
Tim has returned home from 18 months 
in Canada, where he assisted in parish 
based ministry. He spent two years 
with NET Ministries Australia and was 
president of Catholic Newman Society 
at Canterbury University, where he 
will graduate with a BA in History and 
Geography this month.

“Go and make disciples of all 
nations” (Mt 28: 19) 
Planning has begun for the Christchurch 
diocesan pilgrimage to World Youth Day 
in Rio de Janeiro, Brazil next year, that’s 
right July next year!  A 3-week pilgrim-
age includes Buenos Aires, Rio, Lima, 
New York and even Disneyworld. Please 
register your interest with Tim Malone 
tmalone@chch.catholic.org.nz  

 “Neophyte” (meaning ‘new shoot’, ‘new 
life’) Brent Tyler meets Bishop Barry Jones 
after the celebration of Mass. Brent had 
been welcomed into the Church at Papanui 
Parish at Easter. 

More New Catholics On Faith Journey
months. Then those discerned ready 
come before the Bishop. 

On the 1st Sunday of Lent throughout 
the world parish sponsors offer testimo-
ny and the Bishop calls the catechumens 
(non-baptised) to the Easter sacra-
ments, and they inscribe their names in 
the Book of the Elect. The Bishop is then 
presented with those already baptised 
who seek to join the Catholic Church. 

Parishes and pastoral areas have teams 
for RCIA, which can be adapted for chil-
dren and youth. Contact: Marianne Daly 
Tel. 353 0758 
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Recently two further churches in 
Christchurch Diocese have been deemed 
‘earthquake prone’ - Our Lady of Fatima, 
Mairehau and Sts Mary and Francis de 
Sales, Rangiora. 

The demolition of severely damaged 
churches and the earthquake strength 
of our remaining churches provides a 
number of challenges, including 

- the suitability of location, 
- how the cost might be financed, 
- the timeframe to undertake strength-
ening work 
- where new churches might be built.

Earthquake Recovery

Means a church that is fully operational

A church currently unable to be used

A church that has been demolished

A church where Sunday Mass is 
celebrated but is either not a parish 
church or not owned by the Bishop.

Parishioners from St Joseph’s Parish, Papanui 
enjoying their mystery bus trip funded by the 
Bishop’s Earthquake Fund.

Earthquake Strategy Committee Established 
With demographics changing and 

new sub-divisions being developed, 
Bishop Barry has established a Strategy 
Committee. Its brief is to recommend 
to him the location of churches and 
schools throughout the whole of the 
diocese, with special emphasis and 
priority given to the area covered by 
the Canterbury Earthquake Recovery 
Authority (CERA).

To date we have 5 churches demol-
ished, 14 churches unable to be used, 
and 11 churches in the greater Christ-
church area remain open.

Insurance
The Diocese continues to negotiate a bulk settlement of all claims with our In-
surer ACS (NZ) Limited (formerly Ansvar Insurance Limited). Currently OPUS 
is concluding the preparation of detailed engineering evaluations (DEE’s) for 
most churches and some school buildings to assist in this process. 

Manager of the Catholic Education office Mike Nolan wrote to diocesan 
schools in May, to say that the mandatory DEE process for greater Christchurch 
area schools should be completed by December 2012. The aim is to ensure the 
seismic capacity of all diocesan school buildings, in every district of the diocese, 
is as near as practicable to 67% of the new build standard.

However, much of the substantial and unbudgeted and “necessary” seismic 
strengthening costs are not covered by insurance. 

The diocese has general insurance in place for all churches and schools with 
Ansvar Insurance Australia until 30th November 2012. This does not include 
cover as a result of earthquake damage post 31st December 2011.

Catholic Youth Team Mission team members 
Emily Maguire and Olivia Gray deliver some of 
one tonne of donated potatoes to Christchurch 
City Mission, St Vincent de Paul Society and St 
James Primary School, Aranui. 
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Earthquake Recovery Fund Update
The Christchurch Diocesan Earthquake Recovery Fund was set up by Bishop Barry Jones to distribute monies donated to him fol-
lowing earthquakes since September 4, 2010. A committee appointed by and representing the Bishop has met a number of times 
and approved the projects below. For fuller details go to www.chch.catholic.org.nz/eqrecovery 

Contact Earthquake Recovery Coordinator, Matt O’Connell for advice or ideas. Tel. 366 9869 moconnell@chch.catholic.org.nz 

Earthquake Recovery

Applicant Project

Nazareth House A donation to assist in the aftermath of the February 22nd earthquake.

St Pauls, Dallington To enable the production of a commemorative booklet for the parishioners.

St Pauls, Dallington A welcome BBQ for the merging of three parishes.

Choral Outreach 
Programme

Four Catholic primary schools participate in this programme in 2012 after budget constraints due 
to roll decreases.

Parish of Mairehau
Assistance with employing a Pastoral Worker to continue earthquake recovery pastoral work in the 
new parish.

Real Steps Trust To run 20 emotional recovery earthquake workshops in 2012.

Caring for Carers
To assist this agency to continue to look after people who care for people in earthquake affected 
areas and homes.

Parish of Papanui
Assistance with the running of a parish bus trip to provide a day away from the stresses of living 
in post-earthquake Christchurch.

Draco Foundation (NZ) 
Charitable Trust  - 
Christchurch Residents’ 
Association Forum

A one-day forum for two representatives from every residents association throughout Christ-
church to share earthquake experiences and knowledge and create new ways of working.

Mercy Outreach A welfare fund running since June 2011 to help residents in the Eastern suburbs.

Parish of Woolston A public address system for weekend Masses and other events due to church closure.

Parish of Hoon Hay An electric keyboard for Masses, parish and school events due to church closure.

Parish of New Brighton
Construction of a ramp into the parish centre for Mass. Hire of hall for Mass and a luncheon for 
the new parish of New Brighton.

Parish of Bryndwr Earthquake providence fund to help people with earthquake related costs.

St Mary’s in the City 
Catholic Primary School

Buses to transport students to weekly sport. 

Hospital Chaplaincy
To assist chaplains attend a one day Chaplaincy Conference, which is dedicated to health and 
pastoral care after disasters.

Pauline and Noel Walker
To continue to support the community of St James Catholic School, Aranui post-earthquake 
through food, clothing and other essential items.

Projects Funded (January – May 2012)

NZ Catholic Bishops Meet In Christchurch
The seven members of the New Zealand Catholic Bishops Conference held their April 
meeting in Christchurch as a sign of solidarity with the Canterbury community.

“We wanted to show that we stand with the community as they work to rebuild 
their infrastructure, their homes and workplaces and support one another through 
grief and uncertainty,” said Archbishop John Dew, President of the New Zealand 
Catholic Bishops Conference. 

Bishop Barry Jones said “The whole community has experienced loss and hardship 
in some way and for many the stress is ongoing. As a church community we’re doing 
our best to continue to worship and celebrate our faith in the same way despite 
disruptions to our church buildings.”

On Anzac Day Bishop Barry celebrated Mass with all the bishops at St Mary’s 
Pro-Cathedral, accompanied by the Cathedral of the Blessed Sacrament Choir and 
Orchestra with Gabriel Fauré’s Requiem Mass setting. 

Bishop of Christchurch (far right) Barry Jones 
shows the damage to the Dallington Catholic 
presbytery to (left to right) Archbishop John 
Dew, Bishops Colin Campbell and Denis 
Browne, Msgr Peter Jeffrey  and Bishop Patrick 
Dunn.
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What’s on?

The Newsletter of the Catholic Bishop of Christchurch

A quarterly newsletter published by the Catholic Bishop of Christchurch. 
Ensure any photos are ‘attached’ to the email rather than embedded in the 
article. JPG format is most suitable for photos.

Deadline for next issue: Friday, 10 August 2012

Contributions may be sent at any time to:
The Editor, Gerard Duignan
P O Box 4544, Christchurch 8140
027 540 8265 • (03) 355 3988

Email: inform@chch.catholic.org.nz • Website: www.chch.catholic.org.nz

Young People Praising God 
There are a number of prayer groups, 
led by young people, around the 
diocese. Young adults 18+ meet in 
Christ the King Parish, Burnside every 
second Wednesday at 7pm. Papanui 
meets every second Thursday in the St 
Gregory’s Chapel at 7.30pm (Year 9 and 
up) and Rangiora meets every second 
Wednesday at 7.30pm. 

Antioch @ Woodend – a weekend 
of inspiring speakers, music, games and 
fun. The Antioch camp for young people 
will be held 29 June – 1 July, 2012 at the 
Woodend Christian Camp, run by the 
Catholic Youth Team.  Please note the 
new date and venue.

Adopt a Camper! Due to the current 
economic climate some families may 
be finding it difficult to send their son 
or daughter to Antioch. Would you 
consider adopting a camper - praying 
for a young person and/or contributing 
to the registration cost?  Details: Jason 
jmctague@chch.catholic.org.nz

Sustaining Resilience when 
Hope is Wavering  This is the 
theme of the 2012 New Zealand 
Faith Community Nurses Association 
Conference to be held in Christchurch, 
21-23 September 2012. The conference 
will explore the role of nurses “being 
called together to bind the broken 
hearted”. This national body supports 
Christian nurses working in their church 
or community. Contact Diane Webster, 
National Co-ordinator  
faithnursing@xtra.co.nz or visit  
www.faithnursing.co.nz

What’s on?
Closing Mass for St Monica’s, 
Cave Bishop Barry will preside at 
the closing Mass and de-consecration 
of St Monica’s Church, Cave on Sunday 
11 November 2012, at 4pm. Come, 
celebrate and farewell this 100-year-old 
church, opened on 1 September 1912, 
then enjoy BBQ and pot luck tea in the 
Cave Hall.  Enquiries: Opihi Parish, tel. 
03 615 7527  
stjosephstemuka@xtra.co.nz 

40 Years in the Making 2012 
marks the 40th anniversary of the 
reintroduction on the ancient Rite of 
Christian Initiation of Adults (RCIA). 
To celebrate this special occasion the 
Bishops are convening a national 
gathering on the RCIA, 20-22 July, in 
Auckland.  For more information go to 
www.rcia.org.nz

Catholic people, 
Catholic thought, 
Catholic action, 

Catholic prayer, Catholic music on air. 
Sounds Catholic is now heard twice 
every Sunday - midday and 10.00pm on 
Plains FM, 96.9. On-line  
www.chch.catholic.org.nz/radio

Joshua Men’s Fellowship 
annual retreat, Christchurch, 9-11 
November, 2012. Contact: Bede Cullen, 
03-308 0352.

“Unsung Heroes” Hon. Gerry Brownlee, Minister of Earthquake 
Recovery, thanks Sr Bertha Hurley smsm and Sr Marietta 
Parsons smsm at the Elmwood Auditorium,  
for their pastoral work following the  
earthquakes. Fr Paulo Filoiali-i, Parish  
Priest of St Bernadette’s Hornby, was also  
recognised at a civil ceremony.

St Teresa’s School, Riccarton 75th 
Jubilee, Labour Weekend 21-21 October 
2012.  Contact St Teresa’s School Tel 348 
9392  www.stteresas.school.nz Face-
book: StTeresasSchool75thJubilee
St. Joseph’s School, Rangiora 125th 
Jubilee, Friday 19 October – Sunday 
21 October 2012.  Tel. 03 313 7828 or 
admin@stjosephsrangiora.schoolzone.
net.nz
St Ita’s School, Rakaia Centenary 
Celebration, Labour Weekend 20-21 
October 2012.  Contact sylvia.mellish@
clear.net.nz or Pat Duncan, 1 Elizabeth 
Ave, Rakaia.
Dominican Hall (Dunedin) 1946 
– 1978 reunion.  6- 7 October 2012. 
Contact Edna Cogger 03 477 5251  
ednacogger@xtra.co.nz or Anne De-
vereux  03 474 0127 anne.johnde-
vereux@xtra.co.nz 

Anniversaries
Celebrating our heritage

LOL
My wife said, “What ya doin’ today?”

I said, “Nothing.”

She said, “You did that yesterday.”

I said, “I wasn’t finished.”


