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Matariki – Winter solstice 

“My soul waits for the Lord more than they that watch for the 
morning” (Psalm 130, King James 2000 Bible). At North New 
Brighton gatherers meditate in the morning chill on Sunday 17 June. 
They listened to songs, poetry and prose and shared breakfast with 
members of the Christchurch Interfaith Society, and raised funds for 
the Breakfast in Schools programme.
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Dear brothers and sisters in Christ, 
I offer you warm greetings. Pope Benedict XVI has 

announced a Year of Faith. This is to be celebrated in every 
part of the Catholic Church. It will begin on October 11 
this year, and conclude on the feast of Christ the King next 

year, November 24, 2013. The Holy 
Father is concerned that in many 
parts of the world, the power and 
beauty of the Catholic Faith are not 
well appreciated. The date chosen 
to open the Year of Faith is the 50th 
anniversary of the opening of the 
second Vatican Council, one of the 
great events in the 2000 years of the 
Church’s history. 

The Pope reminds us that essential 
content of the faith, which for centuries has formed the 
heritage of all believers, needs to be confirmed, understood 
and explored ever anew, so as to bear consistent witness in 
historical circumstances very different from those of the past. 

One circumstance of the present which the Pope identifies, is 
the changed mentality which, especially today, limits the field 
of rational certainties to that of scientific and technological 
discoveries. The Church, the Pope tells us, has never been 
afraid of demonstrating that there cannot be any conflict 
between faith and genuine science, because both, albeit via 
different routes, tend toward the truth.

Our diocese is developing a programme for parishes to 
consider using and also some diocesan events. More details 
will follow, but I encourage all Catholics to support the Year 
of Faith. As the Holy Father tells us “We must rediscover the 
taste for feeding ourselves on the word of God, faithfully 
handed down by the Church, and on the bread of life, offered 
as sustenance to his disciples.”

Issue 90  9 September 2012

FROM THE EDITOR
This issue challenges us to look again with love and at the 
things the Lord has done. 

There are stories about music and memories, centenaries 
and jubilees, people being called and responding in 
wonderful ways. 

I see in all the stories examples of people who have looked 
with the eyes of love on others, and acted with the power 
of the One who loved us first, and who is Love.

Thanks to all contributors to Inform … and to you for 
reading it! Please pass it on. 
Gerard Duignan 
Deadline for next issue: Show Day, Canterbury: Friday 16 
November 2012

FROM THE BISHOP

Website messages
The diocesan website: www.chch.catholic.org.nz advertises events 
happening within the diocese. 
As a parish, school, or church group you are welcome to advertise 
events. You can list your event from the link on the home page under 
‘events’.

Our Lady of Aparecida 
Statue Donated
As a gesture to the people of Christchurch a visitor, Mr Chagas, 
has given a statue of the “Queen and Patroness of Brazil” to 
Bishop Barry Jones, via the Brazilian Embassy in Wellington. 

Our Lady of Aparecida (Our Lady of the Appeared 
Conception) appeared to fishermen Domingos Garcia, Filipe 
Pedroso and João Alves in October 1717. The black statue is 
a replica of the original clay statue, currently housed in the 
Basilica of the National Shrine of Our Lady of Aparecida, 
in the town of Aparecida, São Paulo. Many miracles have 
been attributed to her. Her feast day on 12 October has 
been observed as a public holiday since Pope John Paul II 
consecrated the Basilica in 1980.
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News
Diaconate 
Ordination
Brendon McMahon was ordained a transitional Deacon for 
the Christchurch Diocese by Bishop Barry Jones on the first 
Tuesday of September at St Mary’s Pro-Cathedral. After several 
years training for the diocesan priesthood he has spent the last 
couple of months at Our Lady of the Assumption Parish, Hoon 
Hay, following five months at Saint Mary MacKillop Parish, 
Opihi, South Canterbury.

“The Deaconate is traditionally associated with works of 
charity and service,” says Brendon. 
“For me it’s a transitional role 
before entry into Holy Orders. Like 
an engagement is a precursor to 
marriage - to the Church and to 
Christ. After a very long journey 
I’m ready to get on with it.” 

Brendon grew up in Leeston, 
one of six siblings. His parents are 
parishioners of the St John the 
Evangelist Parish where Brendon 
attended the former St Joseph’s 
School, followed by Ellesmere 
College. He completed a theological degree at Otago University, 
experimented with social work then became a print reporter in 
Central Otago, and for the Westport News in 2001. 

In a somewhat radical move he threw away the pen for 
milking cups and worked in the dairy industry for four 
seasons. He returned to Canterbury and eventually seminary 
studies in Auckland in 2009.

Marriage Education 
Programme Launched 
Auckland Diocese marriage educators Elizabeth Walsh and 
Sandra Armstrong present a new programme to Christchurch 
diocese marriage educators Therese and Simon Roughan. 
About 30 couples attended a training day in the Christ the 
King parish centre to learn about the “Commit” programme 
for engaged couples. 

Asian Musical Tour
About 40 travellers from the Cathedral of the Blessed 
Sacrament choir and orchestra depart at the end of 
September for their sixth international tour. They will 
present Masses and concerts in the major cathedrals of 
Hong Kong, Beijing, Seoul, Nagasaki, Hiroshima, Kyoto 
and Tokyo. “Most of the Asian cathedrals are dedicated to 
Mary, there for it’s appropriate to present setting of ‘The 
Magnificat’,” says Musical Director, Don Whelan. 

Parish Pot Luck
Parishioners in the newly-named Opihi Parish of St Mary 
MacKillop, Temuka-Geraldine-Pleasant Point celebrate their 
first patronal Feast Day on 8th August with a Holy Hour, Mass 
and a Pot-Luck Tea.

On the previous Monday the two parish schools - St Joseph’s 
Pleasant Point and Temuka - celebrated a ‘St Mary MacKillop 
Day’. They competed in an inaugural competition for the 
‘St Mary MacKillop Cup’ which will continue with sports, 
religious, musical and cultural competitions.
St Mary MacKillop stayed in Temuka three times and prayed 
in St Joseph’s and St Mary’s churches that were closed during 
July because of the new earthquake code.

Commit training in Chch: Elizabeth Walsh, Sandra Armstrong, Therese 
and Simon Roughan
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Pastoral Planning Office

Year of Faith
The Year of Faith called by Pope Benedict XVI for the Universal 
Church will be a wonderful opportunity for all parishes, 
schools and communities to celebrate. “Consider how your 
parish might celebrate the Year of Faith,” says Mike Stopforth, 
Bishop’s Deputy for the Pastoral Plan. 

The purpose is to help Catholics appreciate the gift of faith, 
deepen their relationship with God and strengthen their 
commitment to sharing faith with others. The Year of Faith 
would give “renewed energy to the mission of the whole 
church to lead men and women out of the desert they often 
are in and toward the place of life: friendship with Christ who 
gives us fullness of life,” said the Pope.

In our diocese we will have liturgical 
celebrations and formation opportunities 
to lead us to a “stronger ecclesial 
commitment to new evangelisation in 
order to rediscover the joy of believing 
and enthusiasm for communicating the 
faith.” For information go to www.chch.
catholic.org.nz/yearoffaith and check 
parish weekly bulletin notices.

Three churches outside 
Christchurch are earthquake prone
Three churches outside the Canterbury Earthquake Recovery 
Authority area have been deemed earthquake prone. St Mary’s 
Hokitika, St Mary’s Pleasant Point and St Joseph’s Temuka. 
All three parishes are using halls to celebrate Sunday Mass.

Caritas Evaluation Day
Four members of Caritas Aotearoa New Zealand visited 
from Wellington in August to host an evaluation day in 
Christchurch. The purpose was to review and evaluate the 
response by Caritas, and organisations supported by them, in 
the aftermath of the earthquakes. 

Different groups shared the things that have been achieved 
over the past 18 months, celebrating achievements amidst the 
numerous challenges. Following sessions looked at lessons 
learnt from the earthquakes, identifying the current situation 
in Christchurch, emerging needs and how we can help. 

“Presentations from representatives of Civil Defence and 
CERA gave the participants plenty to think about,” said one 
attendee.

The disaster response in Christchurch was considered as a 
way to prepare other places for a disaster.

“The interactive and thought-provoking day provided 
opportunities for reflection, sharing and challenges for our 
organisations to help to make a difference in the lives of those 
hurting and suffering,” says Mike Stopforth 

Tara D’Souza and Julianne Hickey, 
CEO of Caritas Aotearoa New 
Zealand lead the discussions

YEAR OF FAITH LOGO
The logo is composed of a bordered field on which a boat, 
symbolizing the Church, is represented as sailing on waves. The 
main mast of the boat is a cross. The sails compose the trigram of 
Christ (IHS). The background to the sails is a sun which refers to 
the Eucharist.
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ROSARY HOUSE  
SPIRITUAL LIFE CENTRE
DAY PROGRAMME:

Loss of Meaning - A Necessary Dimension in 
Spiritual Development  - Allan Bloore Jungian 
Analyst.  Fridays 14 and 21 Sept, 6.45-9.00pm. 
Mary Potter Community Centre 442 Durham St 
Nth, St Albans.  

Reflections for Mercy Day - the Corporal 
and Spiritual Works of Mercy – Sr Kathleen 
Rushton RSM. Tuesdays 4, 11, 18 September 4.30 
- 5.45pm. Venue to be notified.  

Day of Prayer & Reflection - Prayer without 
Ceasing – Sr Raylene Dwyer RSM.  Sat 13 Oct 
10am - 3pm.  Mary Potter Community Centre, 442 
Durham St Nth, St Albans. 

Programme bookings  
Ph 379 1298  

roho@xtra.co.nz 

“Timaru parish beware that you do not meet the same fate 
and allow Fr Job to work through four secretaries in just over 
two years!” joked Ursula Culley, Holy Family Parish, Burwood. 
Since his appointment to Burwood Fr Job Thyikalamuriyil 
has worked with four secretaries. (Left to right, Diana Clark, 
(formerly at Our Lady of Fatima, Mairehau), Trish Fitzgerald 
(St Paul’s, Dallington), Kirsten Tester (the new Mairehau 
Parish), and Ursula Culley. Despite the smiles all were very sad 
farewelling him. 

Young parishioners at St Andrews School celebrate the combining 
of the Timaru Parishes of Sacred Heart and St Joseph’s earlier in 
the year. The day began with Mass in St Andrew’s church and was 
followed by a picnic, with races and other novelty events. “It was 
thoroughly enjoyed by all,” says Liz Townshend.

Pilgrims to the Holy Land 
Pilgrims from Our Lady of Victories, five other Christchurch 
parishes, and one from Tonga visited major Christian sites of 
the Holy Land in May. It was organised by Mike and Suzanne 
Doolan under the spiritual direction of Fr John O’Connor. 

New book recalls memories of 
Christchurch Diocese churches
Over the 170 years from 1840 about 
180 Catholic churches were built in the 
Christchurch Diocese. Some were in the 
larger towns, but many were built in 
small villages, often in very remote areas, 
especially on the goldfields. The churches 
ranged from simple corrugated iron huts to 
massive stone buildings.

A new book, aimed at bringing existing 
information about all of them together in 
one place, revives the memories of these churches. It contains 
more than 300 photos and information. It was about to be 
published in September 2010, but was delayed for two years 
by the earthquakes. It excludes changes since September 2010.

The book is compiled by Michael Hanrahan, who wrote the 
centennial history of the Cathedral of the Blessed Sacrament 
in 2004. The impressive 240 paged A4 sized book may be 
ordered from Churches Book, P O Box 483, Ashburton 7740 
before October 31, 2012. The print run will be limited to 
numbers ordered at that date. Contact: Michael Hanrahan 
mhhh@xtra.co.nz 

Parting is such sweet sorrow
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Milestones

Monsignor Tom Power RIP
Only three Sundays before he died Monsignor Tom Power, 
aged 92, celebrated the Sunday Masses at St Peter’s parish, 
Beckenham even though the lack of  circulation in his leg 
meant pain and difficulty in walking and standing. “His love 
of the Mass and his people meant that he wanted to do this 
for as long as he could. His witness was unforced and without 
histrionics or display and was utterly genuine,” said Bishop 
Barry at his Requiem Mass in St Mary’s Pro-Cathedral.  

He was a classmate of Bishop Basil Meeking during seminary 
days and of Fr Brian Fenton, of the diocese of Dunedin who 
was present at his funeral, along with his surviving sister and 
two brothers.

“He was a person who was direct, incisive and without 
pretence … a straight shooter in every way,” said Bishop Barry. 

Msgr. Tom Power was born in 1920 into a family of seven in 
Greymouth where he was taught by the Marist Brothers. He 
began work with the Public Trust Office in Greymouth. He 
studied accountancy by correspondence. He spent 14 months 
in the army in New Zealand during World War II. 

He studied Latin at St. Kevin’s College, Oamaru, then at Holy 
Cross College, Mosgiel. He was ordained to the priesthood on 
26 July 1953 by Bishop Kavanagh of Dunedin in the absence 
of Bishop Joyce who was in Rome.  

Ordained at 33 years of age, Msgr. Tom spent the next 59 
years of his life in priestly ministry. He served in Ngahere, 
Burnham Military Camp, Ashburton, the Chatham Islands, St. 
Albans, Kaiapoi and finally at St Peter’s Parish Beckenham. He 
was Director of Catholic Schools for our Diocese, Chancellor 
for 15 years, and a member both of the Finance Council for the 
national seminary at Mosgiel and the Finance Committee of 
the Bishops’ Conference. In 1977 he was appointed a Prelate 
of Honour by his Holiness, Pope Paul VI.

“As we know, and as he made clear, he loved being a priest,” 
said Bishop Barry. One of his lasting contributions to priests 
was his role in the design of the Clergy Trust Fund in the late 
1960s, which was an excellent local fruit of the work of the 
Second Vatican Council. He won unanimous support from his 
fellow priests for something completely new and radical and 
extremely creative. 

“Grant we pray, almighty God, that Thomas Power, your 
servant and  Priest, may behold with clarity for ever what he 
faithfully ministered here. Through Christ our Lord.” 

Msgr Gerard O’Connor 60th 
Ordination Anniversary 
Twenty-three tributes - written, visual, spoken and sung - from 
Whangarei, Christchurch, Timaru and of course St Patrick’s 
Parish Greymouth, were made to Msgr Gerry O’Connor in 
July. A wonderful celebration marking 60 years of service to 
the priesthood attracted a wide variety of people including his 
family, Bishop Barry Jones, fellow priests, parishioners, clergy 
of other denominations and representatives of other services.  

A stage with a couch let Msgr Gerry meet his guests. A 
waiata sung by John Paul II High School students began 
the night. MC Jack O’Donnell presented a ‘This is Your Life’ 
book to Msgr Gerry, saying “God’s work has indeed been your 
work”.

Rosita Bennett RIP 
Rosita Bennett passed away unexpectedly after suffering 
a heart attack at home during the big snowfall in June, 
2012 just two weeks after her 80th birthday. Awarded a 
“Benemerenti” Papal Medal (in English “Well Merited”) for 
her many parish roles over a long period, Rosita was a stalwart 
at St Anne’s Parish, Woolston until the day she died. 

She took on many administrative roles in the parish for 32 
years, and was only paid for her work following the death 
of Fr John Collins. Rosita grew up in Singapore and as a 
patent attorney travelled the world, visiting New Zealand on 
business. Here she met her husband Corry, an advertising 
executive, and they married in Singapore. 

Compere Jack O’Donnell with Mgsr Gerry O’Connor and members of 
his family share a memory.

Rosita Bennett 
with Sofia Bui, left, 
and Cindy Bui who 
she cared for after 
school.

Serving until his 
last days, Msgr Tom 
Power with one of 
over 5000 babies 
he baptised: Jayden 
William Wallis held by 
his mother Michelle 
watched by his father 
Nathan Wallis.
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Around the Parishes

Couples Refreshed and Renewed
Couples for Christ (CFC) take part in a Christian Life 
Programme (CLP) in Our Lady of Victories Parish in August, 
following another at Holy Name parish Ashburton. The 
programme aims to revitalise  and renew the understanding 
of Christian faith through talks, group discussions and 
fellowship. 

Parishioners and twenty-one sisters came together in Hokitika 
during a weekend in May in a celebration of support and 
gratitude after 134 years of presence of the Sisters of Mercy. 

The last sister remained in Hokitika until March 2012, so the 
weekend was a ‘thank you’ from the sisters to the community 
for the support given to the congregation since the first 
sisters were invited to Hokitika in 1878. They arrived from 
Ennis, Ireland to establish the first Mercy foundation in the 
Christchurch Diocese, from which sprang communities and 
ministries that spread to Greymouth and Canterbury. 
The sisters still living in Greymouth organised hospitality 
for the visitors. Sisters were welcomed warmly to the parish 
Masses followed by gatherings and refreshments.

Sisters of Mercy Jubilarians 2012
Decades of service and leadership in the community, Church and 
schools were remembered at a special Mass at Villa Maria College 
in May. Celebrating, left to right, Sisters of Mercy Margaret Thorn 
(Golden Jubilee), Mary Dorothy Cotterell (Diamond Jubilee), Marie 
Fennell (Golden), Maureen George (Golden), Irene Jones (Golden), 
Marie McCrea (Golden), and Diamond Jubilarians Anne Frost and 
Patricia Butler.  

Prayers at Hokitika cemetery where a number of Mercy Sisters are 
buried.  “We rejoiced that their lives have not ended but have been 
transformed. May they who have marked out for us the first steps of 
mercy in this place, continue to inspire us, their successors,” said Sister 
Mary Cosgrove rsm, Sister Peg Flaherty rsm, Sister Susan Ashby rsm, and 
Sister Audrey Wafer rsm.

Sisters of Mercy say ‘thank 
you’ in Hokitika
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HAPPENINGS
Evolution: Friend or Enemy of Faith and Science? 
Hugh Owen from the Kolbe Centre, USA discussed 
the theory of evolution and its relationship with 
science in September and talked about “The New 
and Divine Holiness - Interior Life of Jesus Christ 
- Living in the Divine Will”.

Sounds Catholic broadcasts online and on-air 
Sundays at noon and 10pm on Plains FM 96.6.  
Recent programmes include an interview with 
Fr Thomas Joachim, General Superior of the 
Community of St John, music from the Emmanuel 
community and the Cathedral choir’s concert at 
St Patrick’s Basilica, Oamaru.  You can find the 
podcasts of programmes at www.chch.catholic.org.
nz/radio

Joshua Catholic Men’s Fellowship continued its 
theme for 2012, “Shout with joy to the Lord all the 
earth”, with a visit from Bishop Barry Jones. He 
spoke on our faith in action.  Contact: John,  
Tel. 960 1595.

Christchurch Interfaith Society hosted a discussion 
evening, “How does faith help us face the 
challenges of today’s world?” in July.  In August, Ali 
Jones gave the Rafaa Anton Memorial Lecture titled  
“Does feminism clash with religion?”  For further 
information contact Sr Bertha Hurley smsm  
355 0959.

Theology on Tap, a new initiative for young 
adults, is held regularly at Robbies Bar, Elmwood. 
Australian Sam Clear shared his story – 15,500km 
on foot, 568 days, one incredible journey at the July 
gathering. Dean Mischewski asked “Who Are The 
Real Crusaders?” in August. Contact: Tim Malone 
tmalone@chch.catholic.org.nz

St James Church, Aranui celebrated 50 years of 
parish life in July with a Mass celebrated by Bishop 
Barry Jones, then shared lunch and entertainment.

Our Lady of the Assumption, Hoon Hay celebrated 
20 years of the Passionist Family Group Movement 
with a car rally and afternoon tea.  

The 150th anniversary Mass of celebration of the 
Sisters of Our Lady of the Mission was held at Holy 
Name Church, Ashburton in August, followed by a 
delightful morning tea.

Vivaldi’s beautiful ‘Magnificat’ - In preparation for 
their sixth international tour a preview concert was 
performed by the Cathedral of the Blessed Sacrament 
Choir and CBS Orchestra on the first Sunday in 
September at St Mary’s Pro-Cathedral. 

A Way Forward for Contemporary Ecumenism was 
presented by Professor Paul Murray of Durham 
University at St Christopher’s Church, Avonhead.

Pro-Life Training was held at St Gregory’s Church, 
Bishopdale, sharing knowledge on what it means to be 
pro-life and how to pass this on to others.

Galilee Experience  A live-in weekend for those 
interested in discerning a vocation to the Priesthood 
and Religious Life was held at Kolbe House, Riccarton 
in August. Eight men and five ladies enjoyed talks on 
the theology of call, discernment and prayer, listening 
to priests and religious share their own call and 
response, went out to minister to the sick and elderly, 
and spent a night on the streets with DrugARM. It was 
led by the diocesan team for vocations led by Fr Chris 
Orr, Tel. 377 5610  christopherjohnorr@gmail.com 

Rachel van der Plas and Thomas Saywell at the July 
Mass for young adults St Marys Pro-Cathederal, 
celebrated with Fr Chris Orr. “I really recommend the 
Masses”, says Rachel.

Special Masses 
• A charismatic youth Mass for Rangiora and Papanui 
was held at St Gregory’s, Burnside on the first Sunday 
of September. 
• The Carmelite Sisters hosted their annual youth 
Mass in September.
• A combined secondary schools Mass was held at the 
end of August at St Mary’s Pro Cathedral.
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Around the Parishes

Members of St James’ Aranui and St Mary’s New 
Brighton tell their parish stories through the offertory 
procession. On Sunday 10 June 2012, 300 people came 
together for a combined Mass of the two parishes in the 
Roy Stokes Hall, New Brighton, with Fr Bryan Parish 
presiding.

“Sr Pauline O’Regan RSM gave a history of both 
parishes and likened our new beginning as ‘A 
Sacramental Marriage’, a new journey of faith, love, 
understanding and learning to live together in the One 
Body of Christ,” say Sue Malloch and Terry Foley. 

This St James’ parish celebrated 50 years this year 
and on Feast Day Sunday 9 December, St Mary’s will 
acknowledge the 100th anniversary of the church, which 
was sadly demolished following last years quakes. 

Although cloud kept snow covered Mount Taranaki out of 
view, twenty-two members from Christchurch diocese and 
Chaplain Fr John Morrison had a great trip to the Catholic 
Women’s League national conference. New Plymouth hosted 
120 New Zealanders and four Australian attendees. Br Kieran 
Fenn FMS spoke on ‘Mary, Our Inspiration for Love in Action’, 
Anne Dickson executive officer of the NZ Catholic Bishops 
Conference looked to the future. 

National President Anne Joyce presented $12,560 from the 
‘At Home’ Appeal to KidsCan. Members enjoyed a bus trip to 
see the sights of New Plymouth. 

Hornby Parish ICPE Mission
“Know Jesus, Know Joy” was the theme of a parish mission 
in St Bernadette’s parish, Hornby, during June. ICPE 
(International Association of Christ’s faithful with Pontifical 
Right) are Catholic missionaries from different countries based 
in St Gerard’s monastery, Wellington. They presented Christ’s 
message through mime, dance, drama, sign language, and 
short teachings. Details: www.icpe-nz.blogspot.co.nz  

Aranui & New Brighton 
Offertory Procession

CWL Lincoln members enjoy a day of reflection on Mary on 
the feast of the Assumption, led by Srs Marietta Parsons and 
Bertha Hurley smsm.  They reflected on “a powerful and 
challenging presentation” Br Kieran Fenn FMS had presented 
at the CWL National Conference.  

CWL National Conference
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“Bishop Barry 
is encouraging 

parishes, pastoral 
areas, schools and 

communities to 
develop their own 
initiatives,” says 
Mike Stopforth.

If an event is important, we count down. The child 
counts the sleeps until Christmas. We all count the 

hours and even the minutes to our vacation.
A new website is counting down days, minutes and 
even seconds until the “Year of Faith” marking fifty 

years since the opening of the Second Vatican Council 
on 11 October 1962.  www.annusfidei.va 

Pope John XXIII opened the Council with his 
enthusiastic desire to allow the Holy Spirit to act 

anew in the Church. At the close of the Council the 
gathering had promulgated sixteen documents of 

vibrant teaching, presenting anew the reality of life 
with Jesus Christ in the Catholic Church.  

The New Evangelisation seeks to re-open the door 
of faith to all who have been baptised as Catholic. 
Recently five people from our diocese took part in 
the Australian (New Evangelisation) Conference 

‘Proclaim.’ www.proclaimconference.com.au 

Fifty Years On – A New Evangelisation

A number of initiatives are already planned for the Diocese 
for The Year of Faith called by Pope Benedict XVI

Bishop Barry has 
commissioned an 
icon of Our Lady 
to be specially 

written. It will go ‘on 
pilgrimage’ around 
the diocese during 
the Year of Faith.  
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Fifty Years On – A New Evangelisation
Archbishop Rino Fisichella, President of the Pontifical 
Council for the promotion of the New Evangelisation, 
and Martha Fernandez-Sardina, Director of the Office 
for Evangelisation for the Archdiocese of San Antonio 
in Texas, were passionate in their focus on the person 
of Jesus Christ as the heart of the life of the Church 
on earth and eternally.
And this relationship with the person of Jesus Christ 
is the heart of the New Evangelisation. He is the heart 
of Catholic faith. Jesus Christ is the heart of the life of 
the Church. As Pope Benedict proclaims :
“The ‘door of faith’ is always open for us, ushering 
us into the life of communion with God and offering 
entry into his Church. It is possible to cross that 
threshold when the word of God is proclaimed and 
the heart allows itself to be shaped by transforming 
grace. To enter through that door is to set out on a 
journey that lasts a lifetime.”  Porta Fidei para.1

A number of initiatives are already planned for the Diocese 
for The Year of Faith called by Pope Benedict XVI

Our delegates to the Australian (New 
Evangelisation) Conference ‘Proclaim’: Mike 
Stopforth, Fr John Adams, Marianne Daly, 
Rachel Pitcaithly, Fr John O’Connor.

Sunday 7 – Saturday 13 October. 
Sacrament of Reconciliation: 
“Evangelisation starts with 

Reconciliation.” 

Sunday 14th October:  
Opening of the Year of Faith in each parish.  

Wallet Card:
A credit card-sized wallet card is being produced for 

every parishioner and secondary school student.  

Hymns:
In addition to a list of 
suitable hymns on the 
website, a Year of Faith 
anthem will be “Jesus, 

True God and Rock of our 
Salvation”, taken from the 
Divine Office for the Chair 

of St Peter. 

Prayer Card:
A prayer card has been produced for 

every parishioner.  

More details: www.chch.catholic.org.nz/yearoffaith

Sunday 24th Nov. 2013:  
Feast of Christ the King 
Concelebrated closing 
Mass at CBS Canterbury 

Arena.
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A huge marquee on the front lawn of 
St Bede’s college was filled with many 
hundreds who came to celebrate 101 
years of history at the end of May. 
It was a special time for the Bedean 
community, old boys, friends, staff, 
parents and current boys to gather.

“This is a weekend in our history that 
all will look back on and say - we played 
a part or were a part of something 
memorable and special,” said Rector 
Justin Boyle.

The Centennial celebration had 
been postponed from 2011 because of 
earthquakes, but thanks to four years of 
planning “the outcome was a fabulous 
occasion,” said Robin Mann for the 
Centennial Committee.

The school haka, and a stirring 

Fr “Chalky” 
Duggan turns 100
Marist priest Reverend Dr George 
“Chalky” Duggan SM celebrated 
his 100th birthday on 3 July. 

His family, friends and members 
of the Society of Mary gathered for 
Mass at the Home of Compassion, 
Silverstream, and he was presented 
with a Papal Blessing.

He was named after a famous 
boxer Chalky Duggan. He was born 
in Runanga on the West Coast and 
educated by the Mercy Sisters and 
Marist Brothers in Greymouth and 
Reefton, and at St Bede’s College, 
where he was dux in both 1927 and 
1928. He played in both the first XI 
and first XV at St Bede’s, and would 
use the gestures of cricket umpires 
to spice up lectures.

Fr Duggan was ordained in 1936 
in Rome on the feast of St Thomas 
Aquinas, whose work he studied. 
He gained a Doctorate in Sacred 
Theology (STD) with a Magna Cum 
Laude (“with great praise”) in 
Rome. 

Fr Duggan became a household 
name as a prolific letter-writer to 
newspapers and periodicals around 
the English-speaking world.

Despite what was perceived as 
his hard line on doctrinal and 
moral issues, he is regarded as 
a gentle and sensitive confessor 
and counsellor by those who have 
known him personally.

Schools
St Bede’s Centennial 

rendition of the College song at 
Mass moved some old boys to tears. 
Unfortunately the 1st XV were beaten 
13-7 at Rugby Park by Christchurch 
Boys High School, who avenged last 
year’s defeat.

Fourteen speakers over three functions 
held on Thursday, Friday and Saturday 
evenings made deep impressions. One 
of two who received a standing ovation 
was current head boy Misi Lamositele, 
whose sentiments and heartfelt 
thoughts during the last speech of the 
centennial dinner, struck such a chord 
with the 1300 who attended. “It was a 
message of reassurance that the same 
Bedean spirit that has been developed 
over the past century is still alive and 
well now,” said Justin.

Fr Tim Duckworth SM leads the singing of St 
Bede’s College anthem at centennial dinner. 

Three rectors Fr Des Darby SM, Justin 
Boyle and Fr Brian Cummings SM discuss 
their tenures.
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Opus Consulting: Proudly Supporting Catholic Schools

A commitment to the Special Character 
of the country’s Catholic Schools 
network drew 900 to Wellington in 
August for the triennial Catholic 
Education Convention. The theme 
“Nga Taonga – Living the Treasure” 
of our Catholic faith and education 
resonated with a large contingent from 
Christchurch diocese. 

“The dynamic was tangible as Catholic 
educators from all over New Zealand 
focused on ways which will enable 
our schools to further enhance their 
educational outcomes,” Br Pat Lynch, 
Chief Executive Officer of NZ Catholic 
Education Office reflected afterwards. 

Keynote speaker, New Yorker Megan 
McKenna, author of more than 30 
books, deeply impressed with her 
vivid story-telling and knowledge of 
Scripture. Videos of talks by her and 
others may be replayed online at www.
conference.co.nz/nzceoc2012

Fr Michael Holman SJ, successful 
Principal of Heythrop College of the 
University of London, spoke of being 
challenged by a question from his 
one-time novice master: “Do you ever 
pray that you might see these young 
people as the Lord sees them – and act 
accordingly?”

Keeping to a long-held tradition, 
Bishop Barry Jones hosted a well-
attended social gathering to recognise 
the work of principals, teachers, board 
trustees, and others who work for 
education in our diocese.

A special Laureate Award was given to 
Mary Lynch, recently retired Principal 
of Villa Maria College, for outstanding 
contribution to Catholic education. 

Catholic Educators Gather 

Villa Maria ex-Principal 
Mary Lynch was 
honoured with a rare 
Laureate Award at the 
convention.

Aaron Richards, Principal 
of St Patrick’s Bryndwr, 
discusses the agenda for 
the next board meeting 
with Fr Rick Loughnan, 
Parish Priest of Holy Trinity 
Parish.

Maureen Kerr discusses Cinnermon 
Buckley’s new role in the Catholic 
Education Office

Annette Sjoberg Principal 
and DRS Catherine Quinn 
from St Albans Catholic 
school

Ko te taonga o toku ngakau, ko toku kura e.
The treasure of my heart, is my precious plume of education.

Chris Comeau, Principal of Roncalli College, Matt 
Malone, DRS of St Bede’s Cpollege and Justin 
Boyle, Principal of St Bede’s College.
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Schools

Meet the new earthquake 
schools support social worker
Cinnermon Buckley, a qualified 
social worker with over 18 years 
experience started a three-year 
position in July working within 
the Catholic Education Office. She 
will offer professional support to 
students, teachers, principals and 
parents and address the increased 
stress, anxieties and traumas 
associated with the earthquakes as 
they continue to rebuilding their 
lives. Her position is jointly funded 
by Caritas and Christchurch Diocese.

Successful songsters
Frances Daly and Maria Hayes, Year 10 
Marian College, were runners up in the 
Caritas Sing Out 4 Justice nationwide 
songwriting competition. Based on the theme 
“A voice for the voiceless”, Frances’ song “Show 
Me the Love” was judged second overall by 
New Zealand songwriter Don McGlashan of 
the Muttonbirds.

Over 500 children from fourteen Catholic 
schools gathered for a celebration of 
singing on the feast of St John the 
Baptist, patron Saint of the diocese. They 
sang beautiful hymns, listened to special 
readings and received a “fantastic” 
welcome from Bishop Barry and Fr. 
Chris Friel (St Mary’s Pro-Cathedral 
Administrator).

The Choral Outreach programme was 
established by Don Whelan, musical 
director of CBS Music, to develop 
musical skills of Catholic children. It 
has been welcomed by many schools 
and parishes and contributes to the 
musical and religious education of all the 
children. 

“The aim is to support and enhance 
existing school choral programmes,” says 
Josephine Oorschot, a skilled conductor 
and accompanist. “It exposes children to 
a wide variety of sacred music repertoire, 
a greater understanding of the Mass, and 
provides parishes with a children’s choir. 
My work is fully supported by the priests 
and of course, Bishop Barry.”

Some of the 1200 primary children 
in the programme have joined other 
combined events, such as the Burnside 
Music Festival and the wonderful 
Christchurch Primary Schools Music 
Festival. A Junior Cathedral choir, with 
members from all the schools, practices 
weekly and sings in different parishes on 
the last Sunday of each month.

“There is nothing more satisfying 
than seeing the confidence, the growth 

Teaching 
Excellence Award 
Brother Pat Lynch, National Catholic 
Education Office head and chair of the 
NEiTA committee, flew from Wellington 
to present Mrs Kathy Seaward of 
Marian College a National Excellence in 
Teaching Award for Leadership. 

Kathy was out of the country when 
the awards were held in Parliament 
buildings in May, attended by the 
Minister of Education other Members 
of Parliament. The school assembly 
attracted members of Kathy’s family 
and Mike Nolan, manager of the 
Christchurch Catholic Education Office. 
Afterwards students sang “Isn’t she 
lovely”. Representing the Board of 
Trustees, Margreet Vissers explained 
that “today we have the opportunity to 
congratulate a champion of champions.”

From 617 nominations from around 
New Zealand only twenty recipients 
were recognised for this award. Of these, 
seven are from secondary schools and 
Kathy was the only South Islander. 

Participation in sport and achievement 
at Marian College is extraordinarily high. 
“I believe that Mrs Seawards’ vision and 
leadership is the main reason that the 
college excels in the sporting arena. She 
is also a main force behind the strong 
sense of community and the great school 
spirit that is so clearly evident at this 
College,” said Margreet.

Opus Consulting: Proudly Supporting Catholic Schools

The Choral Outreach programme 
is partly funded by the Earthquake 
Recovery Fund.

Choral Outreach Sings Praise
and the development of good choral 
singing. Also … of great friendships,” 
says Josephine. “I would love some more 
children! Let me know.”
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Trusted care for our Seniors.

Each Home Instead Senior Care franchise office is
independently owned and operated. 

Call for a free,
no-obligation appointment:

• Companionship

• Meal Preparation

• Personal Care

• Light Housekeeping

• Shopping & Errands

             Christchurch            
   (03) 384 8484

homeinstead.co.nz

News

The anniversary of the Catholic 
Charismatic Renewal (CCR), established 
in the Christchurch Diocese 40 years ago, 
was celebrated by Bishop Barry Jones 
with a Mass in July. Many present had 
been there in those initial echelon days 
of the early 1970s when the Cathedral 
of the Blessed Sacrament would be filled 
to overflowing at Charismatic Masses. 
A large number of prayer groups began 
in parishes throughout the Diocese as a 
fresh vitality to prayer and praising God 
led people to gather together regularly. 
A faithful remnant of those early days 
continues to meet as the Sockburn 
Parish Prayer group and join with 
others to celebrate Mass at Our Lady of 
Victories Church on the first Friday of 
every month.

Other fruits of the CCR currently 
flourishing in our Diocese include 
Dove Catholic Fellowship for Women, 
Joshua Catholic Fellowship for Men, 
‘Emotionally and Spiritually Free’ 
for Catholics, Youth and Young Adult 
Charismatic Prayer Groups in Rangiora, 
Papanui, Burnside and St Bede’s, as well 
as many other small groups of people 
gathering together in prayer in halls 
and homes around our Diocese. Another 
grace of the CCR is the great number of 
lay people, including youth, who have 
been inspired to take full and active 
participation in the life and mission 
of the Church serving at parish and 
diocesan level.

CCR was founded by the Holy Spirit 
and has much to bring to the Church 
through individual renewal in the Holy 

Spirit, a deeper prayer life, greater 
appreciation of the Sacraments and the 
Word of God, fresh vitality and love 
for the Church, a new evangelisation 
and care for family life and the needs 
of others. The Church recognises the 
Charismatic Renewal as an ecclesial 
movement within the Church whose 
primary role is to serve the Church, 
cooperating with and supporting the 
works of the Bishop of our Diocese. 

After many years of wonderful work 
on the service group Lex Dorward 
is standing down. He will however, 
continue to aid and support the Renewal 
through being part of the prayer group 
at Our Lady of Victories, Sockburn, 
and a valued member of the Renewal’s 
intercessory prayer team. We welcomed 
Diana Ingle onto the Christchurch Team 
in August and will soon be joined by 
youth and young adult representatives 
as there is a worldwide resurgence of the 
CCR flowing out of the Catholic Youth 
Movement.

To learn more about the Charismatic 
Renewal come along to the next Mass 
at Our Lady of Victories Church, 
Sockburn, at 7.30pm, held on the first 
Friday of each month or join us for the 
new  monthly Charismatic Youth Mass, 
organised by the youth, to be held at 
St Gregory’s Church, Bishopdale, next 
month. Go to the Diocesan website: 
www.chch.catholic.org.nz  for more 
details and information on upcoming 
Life in the Spirit Seminars. You can 
now contact the CCR Service Group on 
Facebook too.

40 years of Catholic 
Charismatic Renewal

“Go and make disciples of all 
nations” (Mt 28:19) 
Planning has begun for the Christ-
church diocesan pilgrimage to World 
Youth Day in Rio de Janeiro, Brazil 
next year, that’s right July next 
year!  A 3-week pilgrimage includes 
Buenos Aires, Rio, Lima, New York 
and even Disneyworld. Please reg-
ister your interest with Tim Malone 
tmalone@chch.catholic.org.nz  

CYT YA Retreat
Young adults from the diocese gather 
in Wainui for the annual 25+ retreat. 
Taking in the beautiful scenery they 
reflected on the gift of faith. The 
weekend was facilitated by Fr Filippo 
Maria from the Community of St John 
and Sr Clare from the Community of the 
Beatitudes.

Media Prayer Day 
Sunday 5 August

Lord God, on Media Prayer Day in New 
Zealand we prayed for those who work 
in the media. That you will guide their 
thoughts, decisions and actions in ways 
that honour You … and which bring joy, 
hope and healing. We ask You to protect 
those who work in the pressured media 
environment, under much scrutiny, 
that they may strive to reveal the truth. 
Through Jesus Christ, Amen.
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News

Not your regular mid-winter’s 5pm 
afternoon event at St Patrick’s Basilica, 
Waimate. . . .

The Cathedral of the Blessed 
Sacrament Choir and Orchestra 
performed its Asia tour preview in 
July, exploring the Basilica’s acoustics 
with segments of the choir in different 
locations. Dramatic effect was added 
in the programme’s final arrangement 
of “Magnificat” (Chris Archer 1963) 
when soprano soloist Elizabeth Emeleus 
recessed to the organ loft stairs in a 
haunting and fading voice to a hushed 
assembly.

“Choir and orchestra treated the large 
audience to a stunning and memorable 
performance,” says John Foley

Local Author Tells 
Story of Slavery for 
the Faith 
Therese Pickard, a parishioner at Holy 
Trinity parish, Bryndwr, spoke at a 
special gathering organised by Ruth 
Todd in the Christchurch Jazz School at 
CPIT in August. Theresa is the author of 
a book based on the letters of her Italian 
grandmother Sr Teresa Grigolini - a 
Comboni Missionary Sister (called the 
Verona Sisters) - titled A Nun Always 
– Story Of Faith, Suffering, Sacrifice, 
Courage And Holiness. Theresa Grigolini 
spent 16 years in captivity in the Sudan 
at the end of the 19th century, forced 
to marry to protect other sisters in her 
order. 

Sr Pauline O’Regan RSM, who taught 
Therese at Villa Maria College, discussed 
this courageous woman’s life with 
Therese. Therese’s family came to live 
in Christchurch when she was aged 10, 
and many years later discovered the 
remarkable story of her grandmother. Hospital Chaplaincy 

Week 23-30 September 2012

The Interchurch Council for Hospital 
Chaplaincy (ICHC) is celebrating 
and giving thanks for 40 years of the 
national Hospital Chaplaincy Service. 
It involves a partnership between the 
nine ICHC Churches, of which the 
Catholic Church is a member, and the 
Government.

When health declines or accidents 
happen and life changes are forced 
upon us Hospital Chaplains provide 
support for patients, their relatives 
and hospital staff, regardless of their 
faith or beliefs.  It is primarily there 

to ensure that people have 
the opportunity to receive 
the sacraments. It is also 
an expression of the care 
of the church for those in 
need.  

Due to current privacy 
laws, some hospitals do not 
provide names of Catholic 
patients. So, on admission 
to a hospital, ask for the 
patient to be registered as 
Catholic and ask ward staff 
that the patient wishes to 
see the Catholic hospital 
chaplain. A Catholic priest 
is always available for 
urgent calls.

Therese Pickard discussed her book “A 
Nun Always” with manager of Dunedin’s 
Catholic Shop Jeanne Marie Aitkin.
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Over 100 young people from around the diocese came keen to 
learn more about their faith at Woodend Christian Camp at 
the end of June. “It was an amazing weekend with highlights 
including small group sharing, games and encountering 
God’s love and forgiveness through the Sacrament of 
Reconciliation”. 

Young Australian Catholic missionary Sam Clear, who 
walked around the world praying for Christian unity, shared 
stories of his amazing journey, the difficulties that he faced 
on his travels and how God worked in powerful ways when 
he took a step out in faith. Emmanuel worship, the leading 
contemporary Catholic band from Australia, lead the young 
people in praise and worship, helping them grow in their 
relationship with Jesus through music. Many thanks to those 
who sponsored many of the young people.

Coming up for CYT
Arise – Young Adults Conference. St Bedes College, 13 Oct.
Theology On Tap - Robbie’s Elmwood 7:30pm, 30 October
JAM Camp (Years 7 & 8) - Woodend Christian Camp, 2 – 4 
November
Diocesan Youth Mass - St Mary’s Pro Cathedral, 5:30pm, 2 
December.

Annual “epic” event Sports Night coming
Sunday 23 September, 5:30pm Pioneer Stadium for years 9 
- 13. $5 each. A night of games, fun and great prizes - each 
year proves better than the last. Enter your team of 8, CYT will 
assign you a team. Jason @ CYT.

The 5th Voice for Life National Pro-Life Songwriting Contest 
will be held in Auckland this year, on 24 November. Go to: 
http://voiceforlife.bravehost.com/index.html
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Many people are wondering how they 
can get involved and help others recover 
from the wide-ranging effects of the 
Canterbury earthquakes. “There are 
simple ways that you can participate,” 
says Matt O’Connell, Diocesan 
earthquake recovery coordinator (ERC).

1. Pray. People who pray are not 
wasting their time, even though the 
situation appears desperate and seems 
to call for action alone. “In the example 
of Blessed Mother Teresa of Calcutta we 
have a clear illustration of the fact that time 
devoted to God in prayer not only does not 
detract from effective and loving service to our 
neighbour, but is in fact the inexhaustible 
source of that service.” (Pope Benedict XVI 
– Deus Caritas Est).  

2. Emotional Recovery – Host an 
Emotional Recovery Workshop in your 
parish. This two-hour workshop requires 
only a venue and a time. The ERC will 
organise it for you. They have been run 
over twenty five times in the city.

3. Help the St Vincent de Paul 
Society. Donate food, or money or 
volunteer your time. “There can never be 
room for a poverty that denies anyone what is 
needed for a dignified life.” (Pope Benedict 
XVI – Deus Caritas Est). 

5. Gather together a small group of 
fellow parishioners and look at the 
projects already funded by the Bishop’s 
Earthquake Recovery Fund. Choose one 
(or come up with your own project) and 
go for it.

Earthquake UpdatePupils at St James, Aranui participating 
in a “Resilience through Drama” 
Programme funded by the Bishop’s 
Earthquake Recovery Fund.

How can I help? 
Five ways to get involved in EQ Pastoral Recovery

4. Advocate – If you have been through 
the Insurance / Fletcher’s / EQC process 
you may be able to help elderly and 
other people in your own parish with 
your skills and experience, or even just a 
reassuring and encouraging voice.

The Word of God and Earthquake Recovery 
The Word of God in the scriptures is a powerful way to hear God in the midst of our 
experiences and to respond.

1. The parable of the Good Samaritan (Luke 10:29-37)  Pope Benedict says 
the following about this passage to earthquake victims in Northern Italy - “I 
would like to make a strong appeal to institutions, to every citizen to be … as 
the Good Samaritan of the Gospel who does not pass by indifferently before 
one who is in need but, with love, bends down, helps him, stays with him, 
taking charge to the end of the needs of the other.”

2. Psalm 46:2-3 “God is our refuge and strength, a very present help in 
trouble. Therefore we will not fear though the earth should change, though 
the mountains shake in the heart of the sea.” 

3. Daniel 9:18 “Incline your ear, O my God, and hear. Open your eyes and 
look at our desolation and the city that bears your name. We do not present 
our supplications before you on the ground of our righteousness, but on the 
ground of your great mercies.” 

4. Proverbs 3:5-6 “Trust in the Lord with all your heart, and do not rely 
on your own insight. In all your ways acknowledge him and he will make 
straight your paths”.
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Earthquake Recovery 
Fund Update
The Christchurch Diocesan Earthquake Recovery Fund was 
set up by Bishop Barry Jones to distribute monies donated 
to him following earthquakes since September 4, 2010. A 
committee appointed by and representing the Bishop has 
met a number of times and approved the projects below. For 
fuller details go to www.chch.catholic.org.nz/eqrecovery 

Need more information? 
Contact Earthquake Recovery Coordinator, Matt O’Connell for advice or ideas. Tel. 366 9869 moconnell@chch.catholic.org.nz 

Projects Funded  
(June – August 2012)
Applicant Project

June 2012

Marian College Funding for a homework centre to support students, disaffected and disadvantaged by the 
earthquakes, with their studies. 

Mercy Outreach Funding to help residents in the Eastern Suburbs suffering from the effects of the earthquakes. 

Our Lady Star of the Sea 
Catholic School, Sumner

Funding for buses to transport students to various events. This school has been hit with loss of 
students and budget cuts.

Canterbury Down 
Syndrome Association

Funding for the formation of a social group for children who have been forced to change schools 
and move homes since the earthquakes. 

Catholic Parish of 
Papanui

Funding to provide catering for an Earthquake Emotional Recovery Workshop run in the parish.

Catholic Parish of 
Mairehau St Vincent de 
Paul Conference

Funding to enable this conference to continue to support individuals and families who are in need 
after the earthquakes. 

St Paul’s Catholic School, 
Dallington

Funds for a relevant musical drama for the children exploring how they relate in an ever changing 
world such as we live in post-earthquake. 

Christ the King School, 
Burnside

Funding for a Maori Cultural Programme for students with a particular focus on the cultural / 
historical significance of Christchurch and the positive aspects of rebuilding Christchurch. 

St James School, Aranui Funding for a ‘Resilience through Drama” programme which helps children learn strategies for 
coping with stress and difficult situations.  

Pacific Island Evaluation Funding for a programme to assist earthquake affected children with warm winter clothing and 
families with heating assistance. 

July 2012

Adventure Specialties 
Trust

Funding for a 5 day programme to help men who have become unemployed as a result of the 
earthquakes.

St Patrick’s Catholic 
Primary School, Kaiapoi

Funding for students to continue to participate in an art programme after budget constraints due 
to roll decreases. This school community has been extremely affected by the earthquakes.

Christian Renewal 
Association NZ

Funding for an 10 week inner healing course being run for men and women to help them recover 
from the psychological, emotional and physical effects of the earthquakes. 

St Peter’s Catholic 
Primary School, 
Beckenham

Funding for a computer programme to teach relaxation methods to assist students, staff and 
parents with on-going stress from the earthquakes.

St Anne’s Catholic 
Primary School, Woolston

Funding to create a learning centre to enable the school and parish to reach out to the community 
affected by the lack of facilities due to the earthquakes. 

August 2012

Catholic Parish of St 
Mary’s Pro-Cathedral

Funding for a project to identify and support parishioners who have been disadvantaged by the 
earthquakes and to continue to facilitate a sense of community post parish amalgamation.

Catholic Parish of 
Riccarton 

Assistance to take a group of senior retired parishioners on a bus trip to get them out and let them 
enjoy the company of others. 

Parishioners celebrated Mass in Aranui 
and New Brighton in a hall hired through 
the Earthquake Recovery Fund.

Earthquake Update
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Catholic people, Catholic thought, 
Catholic action, Catholic prayer, Catholic 
music on air. 
Sounds Catholic is 
heard twice every 
Sunday - midday and 10.00pm on Plains 
FM, 96.9. On-line  
www.chch.catholic.org.nz/radio

What’s on?

The Newsletter of the Catholic Bishop of Christchurch

A quarterly newsletter published by the Catholic Bishop of Christchurch. 
Ensure any photos are ‘attached’ to the email rather than embedded in the 
article. JPG format is most suitable for photos.

Deadline for next issue: Friday, 16 November (Show Day) 2012

Contributions may be sent at any time to:
The Editor, Gerard Duignan
P O Box 4544, Christchurch 8140
027 540 8265 • (03) 355 3988

Email: inform@chch.catholic.org.nz • Website: www.chch.catholic.org.nz

Anniversaries
Celebrating our heritage

Sustaining Resilience when 
Hope is Wavering This is the 
theme of the 2012 New Zealand 
Faith Community Nurses Association 
Conference to be held in Christchurch, 
21-23 September, 2012. The conference 
will explore the role of nurses “being 
called together to bind the broken 
hearted”. This national body supports 
Christian nurses working in their church 
or community. For details contact Diane 
Webster, National Co-coordinator at 
admin.faithnursing@xtra.co.nz or visit 
www.faithnursing.co.nz

Mass in Te Reo Maori is now 
celebrated each Sunday at noon, at Te 
Rangimarie, Gloucester St. Readings, 
homily and prayers of the faithful are in 
English. All welcome.

Young People Praising God 
There are a number of prayer groups, led 
by young people, around the diocese: 

Christ the King, Burnside meets 
every second Wednesday at 7pm 
(young adults 18+);
Papanui meets every second 
Thursday in St Gregory’s Chapel at 
7.30pm (Year 9 and up) 
Rangiora meets every second 
Wednesday at 7.30pm. 

White Collar Workers Needed 
This group meets the first Tuesday of the 
month, 7.30pm – 9.00pm, 88 Idris Rd, 
Bryndwr, for those thinking about the 
priesthood. Come along or ring Fr Chris 
Orr 377 5610. 

Pro-Life talk for the combined youth 
groups on 27 September at St Joseph’s 
parish centre.

Writing competition for secondary 
school students, across four age 
categories. Prizes worth $1200. 
Sponsored by the Knights of the 
Southern Cross.  
http://tawacatholic.org.nz/knights  

What’s on? St. Patrick’s School Kaiapoi Young Vinnies with120 cans of food donated 
for a mufti day in August for families in need. Left to right, back row, 
Connor Falloon, Helena Malone, Brianna Fitzgerald, Jake Wielsma. On 
the floor, Nicholas MacDonald, Jacob Walker, Cameron Maslin. Christine 
Chandler, right. Absent: Ethan Evans. “Vincent was a student himself 
when he began his charity work,” say Trish Purtle and Joan Mein of 
Kaiapoi St. Vincent de Paul.

Men’s Retreat – “I 
am the vine and you 
are the branches” The 
2012 Joshua Men’s 
retreat will be held 
at Glentui Meadows, 

Oxford, 9-11 November, led by Bishop 
Colin Campbell.  Contact John Tel 960 
1595 for more information.

Closing Mass for St Monica’s, 
Cave Bishop Barry will preside at 
the closing Mass and de-consecration 
of St Monica’s Church, Cave on Sunday 
11 November 2012, at 4pm. Come, 
celebrate and farewell this 100-year-old 
church, first opened on 1 September 
1912. The closing Mass will be followed 
by a BBQ/pot luck tea in the Cave Hall. 
Enquiries: Opihi Parish tel. 03 615 7527 
stjosephstemuka@xtra.co.nz

Divine Mercy. Sister Caterina & 
Sister Gaudia from the Sisters of Our 
Lady of Mercy, Poland (St Faustina’s 
order). Fri-Sat Sept 28 – 29, Christ the 
King parish, Burnside.

Celebrating this Labour Weekend 
… St Teresa’s School, Riccarton - 75th 
Jubilee, 21-22 October 2012. For 
registration or interest contact the 
school. Tel. 348 9392 visit www.stteresas.
school.nz or find us on Facebook - 
StTeresasSchool75thJubilee
St. Joseph’s School, Rangiora 
- 125th Jubilee, Friday 19 – Sunday 
21 October 2012. Register via school 
website  www.stjosephsrangiora.
school.nz  Tel. 03 313 7828 or admin@
stjosephsrangiora.schoolzone.net.nz
St Ita’s School, Rakaia - Centenary 
Celebration, 20 – 21 October 2012. 
Contact sylvia.mellish@clear.net.nz or 
Pat Duncan, 1 Elizabeth Ave, Rakaia.
Congratulations on 100 years 
of faith… Good Shepherd School, 
Balmoral, Auckland – Centenary 
Celebration, Fri 2 – Sat 3 November, 
2012.  For details www.gss.100.org.
nz Tel. 09 620 4962 or centenary@
goodshepherd.school.nz
Holy Family Parish, Methven 
– Centenary Celebration, Sunday 25 
November 2012, beginning with 9am 
Mass, followed by a luncheon. Register 
with Susan 03 302 8236 snowypews@
hotmail.co.nz
 


