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Amy Salmons with baby Jessie 
from Our Lady of Victories Parish 
Sockburn.
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FROM THE EDITOR
What does Christmas mean to you? When we asked around 
our diocese for answers to this question, we drew a variety 
of responses. 

In this season we encounter the Lord in a deeply personal 
way, drawing on our current experience, our memories and 
cultures. 

All through this Year of Faith we’re invited to share the 
wonder and joy of Christmas. 

Thanks to all contributors to Inform … and to you for 
reading it! Please pass it on. 

Gerard Duignan 
Deadline for next issue: Friday 23 February 2013

FROM THE BISHOP

Website messages
The diocesan website: www.chch.catholic.org.nz 
advertises events happening within the diocese. 
As a parish, school, or church group you are welcome to 
advertise events. You can list your event from the link on 
the home page under ‘events’.

Dear friends in Christ,  

As I write I have just returned from South Canterbury, 
where one of my engagements was the formal closure of the 
little Catholic church of St. Monica at Cave. In spite of heavy 
rain and lightning, an excellent congregation filled the church 
for the celebration of Holy Mass there for the last time. 

At the end of Mass, the altar stone was removed and carried 
out of the church as a sign that Mass would no longer be 
celebrated in this building – an additional symbol was the 
removing of the crucifix from the sanctuary. 

St. Monica’s has stood at Cave for just over 100 years, and 
now, the church is no longer necessary or useful. Much in 
society has changed since it was built. People who came had 
mixed feelings – they had happy memories of holy occasions 
down the years, and of fellow parishioners. 

There was sadness too to think that it was the last time 
Mass would be celebrated in this place.

The Catechism of the Catholic Church reminds us well of 
the meaning of our churches – at a time when so many are 
out of use because of earthquakes worries. “The worship in 
Spirit and truth of the New Covenant is not tied exclusively to 
any one place. The whole earth is sacred and entrusted to the 
children of men. 

What matters above all is that, when the faithful assemble 
in the same place, they are the “living stones to be built into 
a spiritual house”. For the Body of the risen Christ is the 
spiritual temple from which the living water springs forth …” 
No.1179.

“When the exercise of religious liberty is not thwarted, 
Christians construct buildings for divine worship. These visible 
churches are not simply gathering places but signify and make 
visible the Church living in this place, the dwelling of God 
with men reconciled and united in Christ.” No.1180.
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News

Brendon McMahon ordination 
to diaconate
Brendon McMahon is ordained a transitional deacon for 
the Christchurch Diocese by Bishop Barry Jones in St 
Mary’s Pro-Cathedral. 

A hail storm heralded 
the final Mass to 
be celebrated at St 
Monica’s Church in 
Cave on Sunday 11 
November. About 100 
former and current 
parishioners of 
newly-named St Mary 
MacKillop Parish, 
Opihi, gathered for 
the formal closing 
of the lovely stone 
church. 

Bishop Barry Jones, 
with Parish Priest Fr Brian Fennessy, Fr Job Thyikalamuriyil, 
and Msgr Gerry O’Connor gave thanks for a century of praise 
and service to the community. A pot-luck tea and social in the 
Cave Hall followed. 

St Monica’s farewell
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Pastoral Planning Office
Change to “Bishop’s 
Pastoral Office“
Bishop Barry has made a change to what was the Pastoral 
Planning Office. This includes a new name, “Bishop’s Pastoral 
Office“, and incorporation of other parts of the Diocesan 
organisation.

The reason for the change is that there has been significant 
growth in the work of the office since its inception, and the 
promulgation of the Diocesan Pastoral Plan under the late 
Bishop John Cunneen. A number of aspects that are outside 
a pastoral planning function are already part of the Bishop’s 
pastoral response, for example hospital chaplaincy. 

The new Office will provide an opportunity for a greater level 
of support for pastoral activities in the organisation. It will 
oversee Hospital Chaplaincy, Prison Chaplaincy, Thanksgiving 
Programme, Earthquake Recovery Coordinator and a yet to be 
appointed part-time Communications person.

Mike Stopforth heads this new office as its Director. 

New Vietnamese train for 
priesthood
Two further Vietnamese men have recently arrived in the 
Diocese to learn English. When they attain the required level 
they will go to Auckland to study for the priesthood. 

Nghia Nguyen (27) plays football and table tennis, and 
comes from a family of fourteen.  “I am very happy in New 
Zealand; the people are friendly,” says Nghia, who enjoys the 
parks and gardens here. He will live at the Bryndwr Presbytery.

Tang (25) comes from a family of seven. He enjoys reading 
books, playing football, singing, and has worked for the 
training department of Danang University. He will live at the 
Mairehau Presbytery.

Both are from the Vinh Diocese in Vietnam.

ADULT EDUCATION COURSES 
Taught by staff of the Catholic Education Office for The Catholic 
Institute of Aotearoa, New Zealand

Do you want to learn more about your faith?
Looking for ongoing faith formation?

Courses coming up:

Understanding Sacraments (Christchurch)
16th – 18th January, 2013

An Introduction to Christology (Christchurch) 
18th Feb – 25th March, 2013

RCIA (Timaru)
5th March – 23rd April,2013

These courses can be taken for NZQA credit  
or for interest only.

For more information view the website  
www.chch.catholic.org.nz/tci 
or contact Charles Shaw phone 03-353 0751
email cshaw@chch.catholic.org.nz 

New Parish Patronal Names
As part of the new amalgamation of parishes, Bishop Barry 
has approved the following new patronal names of parishes:
• The Catholic Parish of Bryndwr Holy Trinity Parish
• The Catholic Parish of Hurunui Good Shepherd Parish 
• The Catholic Parish of Mackenzie St Patrick & All Saints  

 Parish
• The Catholic Parish of Opihi  St Mary MacKillop   

 Parish
• The Catholic Parish of Timaru Holy Family Parish

Seminarians  
Nghia Nguyen and 
Tang Phan
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New Priests Arrive   
New Assistant Priest at Holy Name 
Parish, Ashburton, Fr Joselito 
Quiñones hails from the Diocese of 
Daet, in the Philippines, and is the 
third of five children. 

Fr Joselito was ordained to the 
priesthood in 1992 and has worked 
as a parish priest and as Diocesan 
Vocations and Catechetical Director. 
He says his 20 years as a priest have 

been fruitful and happy, and he believes “the Lord is calling 
me to continue responding in His call to be closer to Him, to 
love Him more dearly, and to serve Him more faithfully.” 

New Assistant Priest at St Joseph’s Parish, Papanui, Fr 
Sammichael Xavierraj is from the 
Diocese of Kottar, Tamilnadu State, 
South India.

He was ordained to the priesthood in 
2004 and has had a number of roles in 
schools and in his home diocese. 

Among parishes he has served in, 
one includes a church built by St 
Francis Xavier. “I love to follow the 
great missionary St Francis Xavier 
(whose name I am carrying) who with 
all missionary zeal came to India and 
brought many people to the Catholic 
faith,” he says.

His most recent parish was severely affected by a tsunami 
in 2006. He was asked to come to Christchurch because of his 
experience in working in natural disasters. 

Fr Sammichael says his priesthood “is purely a gift of Jesus 
Christ and the fruit of my mother’s unceasing prayer”. 

The Christchurch Catholic Chaplains and Chaplaincy Assistants break for 
morning tea at their biennial conference. Left to right, Sr Mary Hanrahan 
RSM, Br Pat Hill FMS, Karen Marra, Stuart Thow, Anne Fogarty, and Jenny 
Rooney.

People of faith have a better quality of life
Over 2000 studies have shown that people who have a faith 
base to their lives manage and have a quality of life that is 
different to those who do not have a faith. “Quality of survival 
and coping is more evident for people who believe in a higher 
power,” psychiatrist Harold Koenig told hospital chaplains 
from throughout New Zealand.

Harold Koenig of Duke University, USA, was keynote speaker 
at the two-yearly national chaplain’s conference held in 
Christchurch in September.

“The main presenter, Dr Harold Koenig, spoke with 
great conviction of the amazing effects of religion on 
health and well-being. He produced remarkable statistics 
and believes that good things can come from difficult 
situations and that prayer and religion undeniably helps 
people in times of stress and illness. His encouragement 
for us to continue doing this with those we meet in our 
ministry was tremendous.” Sr Mary Hanrahan RSM 
(Pastoral Chaplain, Christchurch Hospital)

A prolific writer, Dr Koenig researches how spirituality 
impacts on people’s health in life events and in their physical 
and mental well-being. He says that in emergency situations 
the faith community responds in numerous ways, and will 
remain alongside people long after the other organisations 
have moved away.

Sometimes people go past other professionals, such as 
counsellors and victim support, to engage with Chaplains, 
whom they perceive as being more able to offer the kind of 
support that they seek.

Lighting candles as part of the parish amalgamation transition 
process, during a forum in October for the Aranui / New Brighton 
parishes.

Aranui/New Brighton Parish Forum
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Milestones
“He was a skilled and imaginative 
teacher and a popular and well-loved 
Brother,” says Br John O’Neill cfc about 
Br Tony Johnston cfc. 

He taught in the Intermediate section 
of St Thomas of Canterbury college from 
1982 till 1998. 

“He went the extra mile for his 
students. He had a special concern for 
the students’ families and with his 
goodness, his wisdom and a listening 
ear he often helped those in difficulties”. 
Each year’s highlight was his class’s 
week-long trip to the West Coast. 

Not a natural sportsman, he became a 
highly skilled soccer referee and coach 
and also trained cricket teams. 

Tony completed his Masters degree 
in Religious Education and became a 
fully qualified counsellor. For 10 years, 
until his illness in 2009, he was based 
at the Edmund Rice Community in 
Westport, where was born and raised 
with his twin sister Penelope, attending 
St Canice’s school and later boarding at 
St Bede’s College. 

He established the “Four Seasons” 
counselling service in Westport, and 
travelled daily to Reefton as the school 
counsellor at the local Area School.

May he rest in peace.

Sr Philippine Cass LCM died in 
Christchurch in June in the 65th year 
of her Religious Profession. 

Sister was born, grew up and educated 
in Island Bay, Wellington where she was 
a pupil at Sacre Coeur College. 

She entered the Little Company of 
Mary at Lewisham Sydney in 1944 and 
was finally professed in 1950. Returning 
to NZ as a registered nurse. She later 
qualified as a midwife after training at 
St Helen’s in Christchurch gaining top 
marks in NZ in the final examination. 
She went on to gain a post graduate 
nursing diploma. 

Leadership positions followed 
theological studies at Regina Mundi in 
Rome when she became Novice Mistress 
for a time then spent two terms on 
the General Council in Rome and as 
Provincial of NZ and Tonga. 

“Sr Philippine had many talents,” says 
Sr Helena Kearns LCM, among them a 
beautiful singing voice.  “Sr Philippine 
is greatly missed by her community, 
she had a wonderful sense of humour 
and even near the end of her life could 
manage a smile of appreciation for the 
staff who cared for her at The Oaks 
Senior Care Hospital”. 

May she rest in peace.

Sr Madeline Manning RSM 
RIP
Madeline Joan Manning was born in 
Christchurch on 3 October 1926. All 
her schooling was at St. Mary’s College, 
Colombo Street, Christchurch. There the 
three Manning sisters excelled in sport, 
one year taking a clean sweep of the 
athletic championships. 

Madeline attended Christchurch 
Teachers’ College and Canterbury 
University, then taught at Linwood 
Avenue School. At 21 she entered the 
Sisters of Mercy, Timaru.  

She took the name Sr Mary Martin 
- the surname of St. Therese of Lisieux 
– and at her final profession in 1953, 
took as her motto: “Love is repaid by 
Love alone.” 

“This motto 
was the 
wellspring of 
Madeline’s life,” 
said Kathleen 
Rushton RSM 
at her funeral. 
“Since her 
death, there has 
been a constant 
refrain from 

people from all walks of life about her 
unassuming kindness and gentleness, 
her graciousness and hospitality”. 

She taught in four of the secondary 
schools of the diocese. In 1982, she 
moved to the amalgamated Marian 
College as assistant librarian. She spent 
her last twelve years in Mercy House 
community.

“Madeline died as she lived, 
unobtrusively and without fuss within 
a few hours of her collapsing,” said Sr 
Kathleen. “Our beloved Madeline died 
peacefully”.

Kia okioki i ia runga i te rangimarie. 
May she be at peace.

Br Tony Johnston cfc RIP

Brother Tony Johnston 
cfc with BJ

Sr Philippine Cass LCM 
RIP
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Sr Teresa Kelly RJM RIP
Sr Teresa was one of the six foundation 
members of the Sisters of Jesus and 
Mary community that came out from 
Ireland in 1961, at the invitation 
if Bishop Joyce. They replaced the 
Sisters of Mercy at St Patrick’s School, 
established in Bryndwr in 1951. 

Sr Teresa taught there from 1961 
until 1966, then at Wainuiomata, then 
returned to Bryndwr in 1972 -1973. 

Before leaving NZ in 1996 the Sisters 
established branches of ‘The Family of 
Jesus and Mary’. She sent out notes 
and audio tapes from Ireland for their 
monthly meetings containing delightful 
anecdotes. Sr Teresa continued to 
encourage her groups until about four 
years ago when she turned 90.

“When she farewelled us on her last 
visit to Christchurch,” says Jane Lamb 
from Bryndwr Parish, “she said she 
would not be able to travel to NZ again 
but with her eyes twinkling said, ‘I will 
be sure to call in on my way to heaven!’” 

Maureen Kerr, now Catholic Review 
and Leadership Adviser in the Catholic 
Education Office was inspired by her to 
become a teacher. “She was a delightful 
and inspirational teacher who made 
learning really interesting”. She often 
used Gaelic words which the children 
picked up, such as the name for the 
blackboard duster, chalk, etc.

May she rest in peace.

Fr Leo O’Connor RIP 
Leo Vincent 
O’Connor was 
born in 1927 in 
the hospital at 
Waikari, North 
Canterbury, one 
of six children. 
He was educated 
at St. Joseph’s 
Convent School, 
Rangiora, Rangiora High School and St 
Bede’s College.

After studying at Holy Cross College, 
Mosgiel, he was ordained to the 
priesthood in the parish church of St. 

A new phase started recently for the 
John Paul II Centre for Life with the 
appointment by Bishop Barry Jones 
of its first trustees, Richard Sissons, 
Sarah Waggott, Paul Maurice, and 
Ruth Maurice. 

A memorial garden is being 
established at the Centre in Idris 
Road, Bryndwr, Christchurch, which 
will offer grieving families a peaceful 
outdoor space in which to sit and 
reflect on the life of their little ones.

Established seven years ago as a 
branch of Family Life International, 
the Centre was set up as an 
independent charitable trust in 2011. 

Newly appointed trustees discuss plans for 
the John Paul II Centre for Life. Left to right, 
Sarah Waggott, Ruth Maurice, Paul Maurice, 
and Richard Sissons (chair). 

 It was inspired by Blessed John 
Paul II’s call to build a “culture of 
life” and desires to be an ‘oasis’.  
The Centre deals with:
• Issues around unplanned 
pregnancy providing physical 
assistance through the loan of baby 
equipment, clothing and maternity 
wear to young mothers • supporting 
mothers carrying babies with foetal 
anomalies • post abortion support 

Mary and St. Francis de Sales, Rangiora, 
on 19 July 1952.

Over the next sixty years of priestly 
ministry, Fr Leo was appointed to 
parishes at Rangiora, the Cathedral of 
the Blessed Sacrament, Greymouth, 
Waimate, Sockburn, South Westland, 
Pleasant Point, Temuka, Riccarton, 
Darfield, and the Chatham Islands. 
And he served as chaplain at Wigram 
and Burnham, the Catholic Women’s 
League, the Carmelite Monastery, and 
the Legion of Mary. Finally he retired to 
Nazareth House.

As well as sport, on his West Coast 
appointments he enjoyed deer shooting, 

and sometimes took seminarians with 
him. On hunting trips he carried his kit 
for celebrating Mass. 

“His love for the Mass and the 
priesthood was the foundation of his 
life,” said Bishop Barry Jones at his 
funeral.

“Fr Leo was a man who took very 
seriously his ministry of proclaiming the 
Word of God – his sincerity and  
the thoroughness of his preparation 
were plain for all to see,” said Bishop 
Barry. “Any conversation with him  
soon made obvious his deep and clear 
faith”.

May he rest in peace. 

• education for marriage and family 
life • natural fertility education  
• sexuality education • prayer 
ministry for those who have 
experienced baby loss in all its forms
• networking with other 
organisations to access for pregnant 
women in crisis.

An “O508 HERE 4 U” number 
provides an after-hours phone 
service, offering a caring sympathetic 
voice, and opportunity for support.

Weekly Mass and adoration of the 
Blessed Sacrament are celebrated in 
the Centre’s chapel. 

Building a ‘Culture of Life’ in 
modern society 
can seem an 
overwhelming 
task but “with 
God all things are 
possible” (Matt 
19:26). The team 
has seen God’s 
hand working 
miraculously on 
many occasions 
through pure grace, 

bringing about amazing healing and 
transformation in the lives of both 
women and men ministered to. Some 
have testified to experiencing a sense 
of peace after they came in distress 
seeking help.

The Book of Life is kept in the Centre 
chapel, recording the names of babies 
who have died in the womb or at 
birth. They and their families are 
remembered at each Mass. An annual 
Memorial Mass is celebrated for pre-
born and deceased children. Tel (03) 
351 3225, info@jp2.org.nz  Facebook 
0508 HERE 4 U PREGNANCY CENTRE 
and www.jp2.org.nz 

New Developments at the  
John Paul II Centre for Life



�  INFORM DECEMBER 2012

HAPPENINGS
Art Of Divine Mercy. Tommy 
Canning, one of the keynote 
speakers at the New Zealand 
Apostolic Congress on Mercy 
held in Christchurch last year, 
presented a meditation on 
Christian Art in St Teresa’s Parish, 
Riccarton in November. His 
deeply spiritual artwork supports 
the message of Divine Mercy.

Sounds Catholic broadcasts 
online and on-air Sundays at 
noon and 10pm on Plains FM 

96.6.  Recent 
programmes 
include 

music from the Kolbe Singers, a 
tertiary-based Catholic chorale 
ensemble; Bishop Meeking 
discussing the gift of the Second 
Vatican Council and the recent 
Rochester lecture by Fr Merv 
Duffy SM, on European art’s 
depiction of death in the Middle 
Ages. You can find the podcasts 
of programmes at www.chch.
catholic.org.nz/radio

Recharged. Joshua Catholic 
Men’s Fellowship guest speaker 
for October, Fr John Adams, 
shared more on the 2012 series: 
Evangelisation. In November, the 
group held a retreat at Glentui 
with Bishop Colin Campbell 
around the theme “I am the Vine 
and You are the Branches”.

“Dress Codes: Why we wear 
what we wear” was the topic 
for the Christchurch Interfaith 
Society. What does it mean to 
be modest and is it important 
or relevant in today’s society? 
Why do some religions wear dog 
collars and some wear ‘funny’ 
hats or robes? Contact Sr Bertha 
Hurley smsm 355 0959.

Young people celebrated a 
charismatic youth Mass at St 
Gregory’s Church, Bishopdale in 
November.  Music was arranged by 
the combined charismatic youth 
groups, with an opportunity for 
individual prayer after Mass.

A Hazaribag Day cake stall 
organised by the Catholic Parish of 
the Holy Trinity, Bryndwr was once 
again a great success. This annual 
event raised funds for the Jesuit 
Mission in India, where Fr Bernard 
Donnelly SJ has worked for over 50 
years. 

Tension and fear, stress education 
and management, adjusting to 
change and grief and loss were 
explored at a Diocesan Earthquake 
Emotional Recovery Workshop 
held at St Anne’s Catholic School, 
Woolston in October. 

Musicians gathered for a Sacred 
Music Workshop at Our Lady 
of Victories Parish, Sockburn.  
Organised by Ken Joblin, it was 
an opportunity for cantors, 
keyboardists and guitarists 
to source psalms and gospel 
acclamations for use at Mass.

“Does this world need a 
revolution?” Year 9 and 10 
students explored this question 
during a weekend of games, fun, 
music and prayer at Revolution 
Camp.

“I Believe” was a four-part series 
focusing on the Creed, held at 
Christ the King Parish, Burnside 
as part of the Year of Faith. 
Participants explored the Creed 
as the heart of the Catholic faith 
and how to live it by developing a 
loving relationship with God and 
devotion to church.

“What is the traditional Catholic 
teaching on the origins of man 
and the universe?” was the 
title of a talk by Hugh Owen, 
director of the Kolbe Center 
for the Study of Creation, USA, 
in September at St Gregory’s 
Parish, Bishopdale.

In December St Mary’s Catholic 
community, New Brighton, 
celebrated 100 years of the 
laying of the foundation stone 
of the church, which was 
demolished last year. 

Christmas Gifts from 
the Catholic Shop
Nativity sets, Columban 
Calendars, candles, rosaries, and 
crucifixes are just some ideas 
for Christmas gifts. “If I haven’t 
got it, I’ll get it for you!” says 
Bernard Wilkins, who has been 
running the Catholic Shop from 
his home in at 79 Forfar Street 
St Albans, since the Chancery 
Lane store was closed.

New in stock, the latest 
version of St Pauls Sunday 
Missals and the Collins Weekday 
Missal, both including St Mary 
MacKillop. Also, daily reflections 
for Advent and Christmas, 2012-
2013 and Meeting Christ at 
Broadway and Bethlehem. 

The shop has EFTPOS and 
a reasonably priced courier 
service. Please call 366 2853 
before you arrive.
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Around the Parishes

LEFT: Holding a unique pastel painting by renowned iconologist Michael Pervan, Holy Trinity Parish, Bryndwr leaders, left to right, back row, Jim Kerr, 
Bob Arthurs, Murray Straight, Pamela Arthurs; front row, Aileen Straight, Fr Rick Loughnan, Maureen Kerr.  CENTRE: Hoon Hay leaders, left to right, Henry 
Siave, Bernie Jordan, Jude Jordan, Anne Siave, Pat Maloney, Peter Hooker, Liz Hooker. Sitting at front Les Maloney, Kevin Whitburn. RIGHT: Christ the 
King, Burnside leaders celebrate two decades of memories.

Sr Cornelia RSM talks to Bishop Barry Jones, 
and Sr Marietta Parsons smsm talks to Fr 
John Adams, at an evening arranged by 
Christchurch Major Superiors and hosted by 
the Little Company of Mary at the Mary Potter 
Community Centre. About 55 priests, sisters 
and brothers attended. A similiar event was 
held at Mercy House in February this year.

Sr Veisinia Ha’ungatau LCM, one of five 
Sisters from New Zealand, examines the 
world (and tries to find Tonga!) at a Little 
Company of Mary Inculturation Seminar 
in Sydney. It was led by Columban priest 
and missionary Fr Noel Connolly. While 
there the LCM Australian Provincial, 
Sr Bernadette Fitzgerald and Council 
discussed ways to work more closely with 
their trans-Tasman neighbours. “Meeting 
with companions of former days when we 
shared Novitiate life in Lewisham Sydney 
was an added bonus and joy,” says Sr 
Helena LCM. 

20 Years of Passionist Family Groups
Three Christchurch parishes have 
recently celebrated 20th anniversaries of 
Passionist Family Groups (PFG). 

Holy Trinity Parish, Bryndwr, had a 
Friday ‘Roaring Twenties’ gathering. 
An anniversary cake was cut by original 
group leaders, Ursula Corcoran and 
Bernie Renell. The painting “The Voyage 
of Discovery” and a special candle were 
carried in the Offertory procession 
during Sunday Mass.

Our Lady of the Assumption Parish, 
Hoon Hay, held a car rally after Sunday 
Mass. Catherine Metzer spoke from the 

heart about what a family group meant 
to her and her family. “She encouraged 
others to join a group,” say South Island 
directors of the PFG movement Aileen & 
Murray Straight. 

At Christ the King Parish, Burnside, 
before enjoying a shared lunch, original 
members Brian and Kathleen Cowan 
spoke with enthusiasm about how 
family groups had greatly enriched their 
lives.

For details, see the Passionist Family 
Group website: www.passionistfamily.
org.nz
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The Year of Faith has begun! The 
Diocese is in full swing with a range of 
initiatives since Sunday 14th October, 
bringing to life the Year of Faith called 
by Pope Benedict XVI. A great many 
people responded to Bishop Barry 
Jones’s comment that “evangelisation 
starts with reconciliation,” by attending 
the Sacrament of Reconciliation the 
preceding week.  

The purpose of the year is to help 
Catholics appreciate the gift of faith, 
deepen their relationship with God and 
strengthen their commitment to sharing 
faith with others. 

‘Hola’ from the Tongues of Fire conference 
in Brazil, Diana Ingle (second from left) with 
her son Jeremy Ingle (far right) and fellow 
participants.

Diana Ingle and her son Jeremy were 
inspired by their experience at the World 
Youth Meeting of Catholic Charismatic 
Renewal 2012 in Brazil in July. 

“The enormous crowd of thousands of 
youth, young adults, leaders and clergy 
from every continent were so full of love 
and joy and passion for evangelisation 
it was exhilarating and inspiring,” she 
says. They welcome invitations to share 
the story of their trip.

Since returning they have set up a 
monthly Charismatic youth Mass and 
have planned a retreat in December. 
Di has been appointed chairperson of 
the recently reformed Christchurch 
Diocesan service group. 

“Youth are not the Church of the 
future, they are the Church of the now” 
she says.

Contact: di.ingle@slingshot.co.nz 

Fewer Marriages 
Since the Quakes
Just over two dozen engaged couples 
have completed pre-marriage 
programmes, such as “Commit”, a drop 
for a second year in a row. “No doubt 
this reflects the state of our churches 
being earthquake damaged or closed 
due to engineer reports,” says Therese 
Roughan, Christchurch diocesan 
representative on the Catholic Network 
of Marriage Educators. 

Plans are underway for St Valentine’s 
Day Mass. Couples are encouraged to 
circle 14 February, 2013. 

Formation seminars for 
adults 
Pastoral areas have been invited to 
organise times and places for the 
following formation seminars.  
• “Porta Fidei (The Door of Faith)” Pope 
Benedict’s letter is explored by Fr Paul 
Williamson SM • “Lord Teach Us to 
Pray” led by Sr Eleanor Capper RSJ
• “The Spirit of the Liturgy” with Fr 
John O’Connor • “The Dogmatic Con-
stitution on Divine Revelation” explored 
by Sr Kathleen Rushton RSM • “The 
Light of the Nations” with Charles Shaw

International visitor
Msgr James Moroney, rector of St James 
Seminary, Boston, will visit the Diocese 
4 – 8 March to discuss “The journey of 
faith in an unbelieving world”. 

Street Evangelisation 
Meetings are underway to discuss street 
evangelisation in Christchurch for the 
Year of Faith. “We’ve a good response 
from those wanting to be involved,” says 
organiser, Pat Barrett. “We need prayers 
and evangelisers.” Contact: 359 2087 
www.divinemercy.co.nz

 “The ‘door of faith’ [Acts 14:27] is always 
open for us, ushering us into the life of 
communion with God and offering entry 
into his Church. It is possible to cross that 
threshold when the Word of God is proclaimed 
and the heart allows itself to be shaped by 
transforming grace.” - Pope Benedict XVI 
(Porta Fidei /The Door of Faith).

“…at the heart of faith, there is a meeting 
with Jesus. He is the redeemer of each of us. 
In him, evil and everlasting death have been 
overcome and destroyed, because he is risen 
from the dead and lives in glory. We meet 
him, the living One, in his Word and in the 
Sacraments of the Church. Faith enables us 
to have a personal friendship with him … so 
that we can live each day in communion with 
him …” Bishop Barry Jones (Pastoral 
Letter 23rd September 2012)

Bishop Barry Jones blesses the 
specially written icon of Our Lady, 
which is ‘on pilgrimage’ around the 
diocese during the Year of Faith

A credit card-sized wallet card being distributed 
to parishes and secondary schools.  

More information about the Year of 
Faith and the various initiatives can 
be found on the website www.chch.
catholic.org.nz/yearoffaith 
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Trusted care for our Seniors.

Each Home Instead Senior Care franchise office is
independently owned and operated. 

Call for a free,
no-obligation appointment:

• Companionship

• Meal Preparation

• Personal Care

• Light Housekeeping

• Shopping & Errands

             Christchurch            
   (03) 384 8484

homeinstead.co.nz

Great Kiwi  
Man Shed 
Every Kiwi bloke dreams of having a 
‘man shed’ of his own; a place where 
he can escape, design, build, create, 
sweat, swear, laugh, live. “The blokes at 
St John of God Halswell, who are living 
with physical or neurological disability, 
are no different!”, says Kathy Ousey, of 
St John of God. 

Caregiver Scott Barclay and residents 
get together twice a week to work on 
building projects. They’ve made bird 
feeders, planter box, therapy resources, 
and repairs to an equipment trolley. 
The guys would like to give back to 
the organisation which has become 
their home, by creating items which 
can be used by them and other people 
with disabilities, such as one-handed 
buttering boards. They intend to sell 
or raffle items to raise funds for other 
programmes at St John of God Halswell.

“For men living with traumatic brain 
injury or cerebral palsy the men’s shed 
is the highlight of their week,” says 
Allied Health Team Leader, Amelia 
Buick, who oversees all therapy and 
activity programmes. The men design, 
saw, hammer, paint, and even do the 
vacuuming afterwards. “It’s a privilege 
to support these extraordinary men to 
live an ‘ordinary’ life”.

Occupational Therapist Katrin 
Gressmann adds “They are doing a 
lot of useful things and people are 
integrated who often miss out in larger 
group activities.” A number of residents 
attend Mass in local parishes, or Sunday 
services conducted by Chaplain Sr Mary 
Boyes RSM.

Recognised for decades 
of service to the Halswell 
Catholic Women’s League, 
left to right, Claire Tier 
(50years), Shirley McNeill, 
Jenny Muschamp and Eileen 
Grant (Life Members) with 
Bonny Stephens (President). 
Absent, Cath Gillespie 
(50years) and Pauline Blyth 
(40years).

On the first 
of September 
(the Feast of 
Carmelite Saint 
Teresa Margaret 
Redi), postulant 
Katherine Pawson 
received the Habit 
of Our Lady of 
Mt Carmel. The 
clothing ceremony 

took place after Morning Prayer with 
the community, following an eight 
day retreat to prepare for this step in 
her religious life. It began with Mass 

concelebrated by Fr Paul Williamson 
SM, Fr Neil Vaney SM and Fr John 
Adams, with parishioners, family 
members and friends. 

In a simple but moving ceremony, 
Katherine asked to be received into 
the community. She received her new 
religious name, Sr Katherine Maria of 
the Eucharist, which she described as a 
‘happy surprise’.

“What a joy to be clothed in the 
Carmelite Habit, to become a member of 
the Carmelite family and to visibly show 
by what I wear that I belong to Christ,” 
says Sr Katherine. 

Bevan Killick, of St Bernadette’s Parish 
Hornby, is the new national chair of St 
John of God Hauora Trust. Christchurch 
born and bred, (he was College Captain of 
St Thomas of Canterbury in 1989) Bevan 
has returned to Christchurch after 12 
years working in London. Bevan replaces 
Garry Donnithorne, a St Bede’s old boy, 
who remains on the Board.

The trust is a national Catholic, not-for-
profit provider of residential, respite and 
rehabilitation services for adults living 
with physical disability. To learn more, 
or get involved with the Man Shed, get in 
touch with kathy.ousey@sjog.org.nz  Tel: 
339 1792.

Men at work, from 
left, Donald, Richard 
(Facilitator) and 
Richard.
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Opus Consulting: Proudly Supporting Catholic Schools

“It is my absolute honour and privilege to announce that this 
year’s Run for a Life campaign raised an amazing $160,000,” 
said St Bede’s College Ministry Team Coordinator Rachel 
Pitcaithly. 

Summing up another huge effort for the College’s biennial 
charity project she said “The wide range of efforts made 
reflects a growing culture of selflessness in our College, and 
reflects what it means to be a Catholic, and to show our faith 
by our actions”.

Past and present Bedeans have been or are members of 
CanTeen. “For us, as a school, this is a chance to put our words 
into action and help them out,” she said.

Runners were fed and billeted all over the South Island, 
spending nights at St Kevin’s College, Oamaru, Roncalli 
College, Timaru and St Andrew’s College (Castle Hill campus). 
They were supported by parents and staff, while fellow 
teaching staff covered classes back home. 

Many commercial sponsors helped as in previous years. A 
successful Concert for a Life, hosted by Hilary Muir of the 
Breeze radio station, showcased St Bede’s and Marian College 
performing talents.

Remembering Parihaka 
Maata Wharehoka, the kaitiaki (guardian) of Te Niho meeting 
house, Parihaka, Taranaki, and Deborah Williams, an authority 
on Parihaka, visited Our Lady Star of the Sea School, Sumner 
on 5 November. They were part of a whole school study of 
Parihaka and ways to resolve conflict and social injustices 
peacefully. 

In 1865 the settlement of Parihaka had been created by 
prophets Te Whiti o Rongomai and Tohu Kakahi as a spiritual 
refuge. Over two thousand Maori from all over Aotearoa / New 
Zealand joined them, and the art of passive resistance was 
founded. 

On 5 November 1881, 1000 children enjoyed sticky buns and 
ginger beer in the newly consecrated Christchurch Cathedral. 
On the same day, when 1500 armed troops of the Government 
constabulary invaded Parihaka, they were met by children 
singing waiata and offering bread. 

Many people of Parihaka were arrested for their actions and 
imprisoned for years without trial, many being sent as far 
away as Addington jail and Ripapa Island in Lyttelton Harbour, 
and Anderson‘s Bay Dunedin. 

Welcoming Maata Wharrehoka to Our Lady Star of the Sea, Sumner, 
principal Margaret Coleman, and left to right, Siobhan Bratten, Millie 
Collins. Monique Thoen, Mia George.

Returning all the way from Nelson to safely complete their Run for a Life leg some 
of 200 runners and supporters who came from all points of compass.

St Bede’s College head boy, Misimoa 
Lamositele presents a $160 000 cheque to 
CanTeen

Running for a Life
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Fr John Craddock SM awards a 
Benemerenti Papal Medal (“Well 
Merited”) to Charles Consedine for over 
forty years of service to the society of St 
Vincent de Paul at Sacred Heart Parish 
Addington.

“The award is completely out of the 
blue,” said Charles. “The honour is 
not for an individual but one received on 
the basis that we all have a share in its 
honour. It is on this clear understanding 
that I am willing to accept the award. 
The Society of St Vincent de Paul has 
been part of the Addington Parish since 
its earliest days. Most of its members 
now reside in Heaven and this award 
is about that.” 

The Jubilee Mass was celebrated in the 
evening of the first day of the diocesan 
priests’ AGM at Christ the King 
Parish, Burnside. Bishop Barry Jones 
with the Jubilarians were the main 
concelebrants, with the rest of the 
presbyterate. 

Tributes were given at dinner to the 
Jubilarians, left to right, Msgr Gerard 
O’Connor PA, Fr Kevin (‘Judge’) 
Manning SM (both 60th anniversary), Fr 
Roderick Milne SM (50th), and Fr Peter 
Farrant (25th). Fr Leo O’Connor who 
died suddenly about a week earlier had 
been a priest also for 60 years.

Pope Benedict XVI has awarded 
eleven people with the Pro Ecclesia 
et Pontifice Cross (“For the Church 
and the Pope”). Over many years 
they have provided service to the 
Diocesan Management and Finance 
Board, Diocesan Foundation, Diocesan 
Education Council and the Sexual Abuse 
Protocol Committee.

In addition the Benemerenti (“Well 

Pro Ecclesia et 
Pontifice citation: 

Carey Haines receives a Papal Award 
“Pro Ecclesia et Pontifice” (for the 
Church and for the Pope) especially for 
his years of parish work, supporting the 
celebration of the Mass.

Carey travelled at his own expense to 
take part in two weeks of a formation 
programme in the United States. On his 
return he worked with the priests and 
people of Our Lady of Victories toward a 
more dignified celebration of the Mass 
as the action of Jesus Christ in our 
midst. 

“I discovered, often by chance, that 
Carey was taking time to research not 
just what happened in the Mass, but the 
deeper meaning: why the Church leads 
us to celebrate each part of each rite in 
specific ways,” says former Parish Priest, 
Fr John O’Connor.

Appreciation

Recipients with Bishop Barry Jones, left to right, back row: John Craig, Brian Phillips, Brian 
Shackel, Richard Munt, Nick Dawe. Front row: Derek Craze, Geoff Bailey, Bruce Palmer, 
Michael Sweeney, Robin Kilworth, George Macfarlane, Rex Lynch, Marian (Murray) Giera, 
Desmond Boyle. 

Merited”) Medal was awarded to three 
staff members of OPUS International 
Consulting who have provided extensive 
service to the diocese for some years, 
especially since the September 2010 
earthquake. They are John Craig, 
Nicholas Dawe, and Richard Munt. 

Bishop Barry Jones conferred the 
awards on Saturday 13 October during 
Mass at St Mary’s Pro-Cathedral.

Papal 
Honours

Anniversaries
Contributions, memories or 
recollections are being sought 
about the life of the parish and 
parishioners of St Joseph’s Timaru 
North. 60 years since its formation, 
it is being amalgamated into the 
one parish – previously Sacred 
Heart, now the Holy Family Parish.
In 1936 St Patrick’s Church 
was moved from Waimate to 
Washdyke. Two years later a 
new church was built in Douglas 
Street, and in the following year St 
Joseph’s Primary School in June 
Street opened. In 1952 Bishop 
Joyce established the Timaru North 
Parish. St Mary’s School was built 
in 1958, and eventually embraced 
the original June Street School, 
renamed St Joseph’s. St Thomas’ 
Church was opened in 1972 by 
Bishop Brian Ashby, one of the 
original curates.  
Contact: Jeannette Cooke, cooke.
jm@xtra.co.nz Tel.  03 684 6827.  
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St Ita’s Convent School 
Rakaia Centennial 
Although the school closed more 
than twenty-five years ago, in 1985, 
130 people attended the centenary 
celebrations of the opening of St Ita’s 
Convent School in Rakaia.

Sunday morning celebrations began 
with the tree planting by Pat Duncan 

Villa Welcomes New 
Principal
Villa Maria College community 
welcomed their new Principal, Ms 
Deborah Brosnahan, in October.

A beautiful mihi whakatau (formal 
welcome) honoured Ms Brosnahan’s 
time at Dilworth School in Auckland, 
and celebrated her future at Villa 
Maria College. A large contingent 
from Dilworth School travelled to 
Christchurch to officially gift Ms 
Brosnahan to Villa. 

She has a long association with the 
Mercy Order. She attended Mercy 
College in Timaru and says, “I was 
attracted to return to a Mercy school 
and the Mercy values, feeling that I was 
given a great education by the Mercy 
Sisters, and want to contribute to their 
work. It is also a great opportunity to 
move closer to family.” 

She taught at Villa Maria College as a 
beginning teacher from 1989 until 1993, 

and later as teacher and Dean from 
1995-1996. 

“I am aware of the challenges ahead 
in this role,” she says, “but sense that 
we are a community with shared values 
and a clear sense of purpose, which is 
such a strength of Villa.” 

the oldest residential ex-pupil, and Riley 
O’Neill a final day pupil in 1985. 

Fr Geoff Gray, Parish Priest of Holy 
Name Parish, Ashburton, celebrated 
Mass in St Ita’s Church. Later, John 
Lawler proposed a toast to the Sisters of 
Mercy to which Sr Mary Hanrahan RSM 
replied. The centenary cake was cut by 
the oldest ex-pupil present, Mrs Mary 
Edwards (nee Toohey). 

A draft copy of a book compiled for 
the centennial by former principal, 
Sylvia Mellish, incurred much interest. 

Mary 
Edwards 
cuts the 
centenary 
cake.

St Mary’s School Young Vinnies members Maria 
Infante and Daniel Hoolahan donate $307 to 
Marian College head girl Tayla Summer, the 
proceeds from a Yr 7 and Yr 8 bake sale. 

New Temporary 
Convent Opens
The Sisters of Nazareth are now 
comfortably ensconced in their new 
temporary convent.  It consists of three 
individual, ‘quick-start’, three-bedroom 
houses built on a section at the rear 
of the Brougham Street property. The 
houses are joined by an attractive 
decked area which allows undercover 
access to each house.  

Nazareth House as it was is now 
completely demolished. The first rede- 
velopment stage is underway with the 
project control group meeting monthly. 
The new Nazareth House will provide 
rest home and hospital care with the 
addition of a dementia secure unit. 

“The spacious grounds we enjoy will 
allow us to plan a variety of retirement 
living options on site,” says Sr Marie 
Townsend CSN.  “It will enable us to 
develop a community of care which 
will provide a safe, secure and vibrant 
environment for all who wish to make 
Nazareth their home”.

40 Years in the Making
The Diocese of Christchurch was well 
represented by Bishop Barry Jones, Marianne 
Daly, Anne Crawford, Ken Joblin and Rob Brand 
at the National RCIA Conference in Auckland 
in July. It’s 40 years since the re-introduction 
to the Church of the ancient Rite of Christian 
Initiation for Adults (RCIA). 

Enjoying their new digs, Sisters Rosalie, 
Jocelyn (centre) and Marie CSN.

LOL
Live so that you wouldn’t be 

ashamed to sell the family parrot 

to the town gossip.

Ms Deborah 
Brosnahan
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What Christmas means to me

Christmas 2012

My name is Stephen King, and yes, IT IS my father, the  

one who writes those horror stories!

I come from a family of 10 children. Growing up in the small 

Eastern Bay of Plenty town of Opotiki, we didn’t have much in 

the way of material goods, so as children we had to make our 

own fun. The older children had left home, so one of the things 

that made Christmas special for us kids was knowing who was 

coming home. 

Our father would surprise us with a Christmas tree - a real one! 

As the days grew nearer, mysteriously presents would appear 

under the tree. 

One of the last chores that had to be done, and by then 

excitement was at fever pitch, was preparing the food for the 

hangi the night before. 

Some time in the early hours, I, or my brother, would sneak 

up early and pick a present up and carefully try to undo the 

wrapping to have a peek. 

After breakfast, we would put up a tarpaulin and lay out the 

table. On it would be a crate of soft drinks - the only time we 

would ever see them - and trifle, as well as a few lollies.  

Stephen King (Whakatohea, Te Rarawa/Nga Puhi).  

The Christmas season, and Christmas Day in particular, is a time to celebrate the birth of Christ in Bethlehem. The Catechism says that Christmas marks the first fruits of the Paschal Mystery, but what does this really mean? I believe it’s a time when Catholics throughout the world acknowledge that Jesus, born over 2,000 years ago is the one he claimed to be, Our Lord and Saviour. When we receive Holy Communion and the priest says “The Body of Christ,” our response of “Amen” or “I believe” is the moment when I deeply appreciate that Our Lord is present, and real. 
St Teresa of Avila once said, “all difficulties in prayer have just one cause: praying as though God was not there.” So for me Christmas is a time when we set aside all of the distractions, and truly accept that our loving Father has sent his only son for us. Conor Entwistle

Every Christmas the crib draws our hearts into the wonder of the birth of our Saviour 
in the most humble way. This one is at Our Lady of Victories Parish, Sockburn.

Here in South Westland we are very 
lucky to be living in God’s Paradise, 
and at Christmas time people from 
all over tend to migrate back to the 
land of their birth.
Hence the scene is set, like the 
nativity, when families come together 
to celebrate and enjoy each other’s 
company, bringing gifts, which are 
given with love and appreciation. I 
think it’s called “catching up”.
The part that means most to me 
is going to church and celebrating 
evening or midnight Mass. It is the 
beginning of reflection of the Holy 
Family, what it means and how is it 
applied to our family.
To me that is what it is all about, 
love, love of your family. Jesus gave 
a wonderful gift to us as his children 
and we in turn pass that gift on to 
our families, sharing gifts, sharing 
love and laughter and enjoying each 
other’s company on this very special 
Holy day.
With families scattered world wide 
Skype brings us right into each 
other’s living-rooms. We may be 
apart but we are together, brilliant. 
For a moment we live our life as 
God wishes us to every day. To live 
our lives with faith hope and charity 
and love we will continue to capture 
this one special holy day every day. 
Wayne Nolan (Whataroa).
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“To build peace, respect minorities”
Pope John Paul II

The Catholic Church has a rich heritage of teaching that recognises 
indigenous cultures, such as the tangata whenua of Aotearoa New 
Zealand. Bishop Barry Jones used a powerful message from Pope John 
Paul II for the World Day of Peace 1989 as the basis for a thought-
provoking workshop at Holy Trinity Parish, Bryndwr on 15 September. 

The Pope’s message affirmed two general principles that constitute 
the basis of all social organisation. The first is the inalienable dignity of 
every human person, irrespective of racial, ethnic, cultural or national 
origin, or religious belief. The second concerns the fundamental unity of 
the human race, which takes its origin from the one God. 

The existence of minorities within a State raises the question of 
specific rights and duties. Many are enshrined in the UN charter on the 
Rights of Minority Peoples, of which New Zealand is a signatory.

Bishop Barry recalled the importance of Maori from the very 
beginnings of the Church in this country, led by the remarkable Bishop 
Pompallier, who served for thirty years after his arrival from France 
in 1838. On 12 January 2013 our bishops will gather to celebrate the 
175th anniversary of the first Mass in the Bay of Islands. Remembering 
their close involvement with Maori, Bishop Barry said “the early 
missionaries did very well”. 

He presented those gathered the Maori version of the new Missal, 
possibly the world’s first of an indigenous translation. Every Sunday 
at noon it is used when Mass is celebrated in te reo Maori at Te 
Rangimarie Centre, Gloucester Street. 

There are truckloads of computers in our communities that, 
with a few simple repairs and upgrading can be used by 
families that are unable to buy computers for their children. 
“Children feel disenfranchised, then they disengage from 
education,” says Richard Patrick from St Bernadette’s Parish, 
Hornby. School principals and organisations such as St 
Vincent de Paul Society know which families and sectors 
need computers. Hornby Conference distributed nearly 250 
computers in the last 18 months in Christchurch. “The life 
enrichment can be a ‘game changer’,” says Richard. 

PCs to the Pacific 
In July 20 systems were sent to the Solomon Islands, as well 
as laptops to Vanuatu and 28 desktops to Samoan schools 
destroyed in the 2010 tsunami. In August, 17 systems were 
shipped with help from Fijian Seventh Day Adventists and the 
Fijian Methodists, and a further 40 to the Catholic Diocese of 
Fiji, thanks to funding by Nelson Area Council. Others are off 
to Tongan schools and the University of the South Pacific in 
the Solomon Islands.

“We can refurbish 30 computers per week and desperately 
need laptops - working or not,” says Richard. “Become part of 
a virtuous network and enrich lives”. 

Bascik Co transported a pallet free of charge to Auckland 
to catch an RNZAF flight to the Solomons. “The computers 
sent to Fiji were packed with 100-plus ‘obsolete’ rugby jerseys 
donated by Marist rugby. “The jerseys as well are no longer 
obsolete, they are seeing a new life!” says Richard.

Contact: collectors38@clear.net.nz  St Vincent de Paul, 
Hornby.  Tel. 347 4791

Recycled Computers are 
Enriching Lives

A school in Fiji, 8km from the nearest internet 
café, prepares to use a newly installed system.

Diocesan Catholic Womens 
League council get some hot 
tips from Ricky May, who drove 
Terror to Love to win his sixth 
NZ Trotting Cup. Members 
joined with other groups for a 
‘Night at the Races’. “Some 
came home with pockets a little 
fuller, some a bit lighter,” says 
President Zella McGirr. 

The CWL wishes everyone a Happy and Holy Christmas and 
a wonderful New Year.
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45 year 7 & 8 students gathered at Woodend Christian Camp in 
November for the annual JAM (Jesus and Me) Camp. The weekend 
was filled with fun, music, games and prayer while learning more 
about who Jesus is and the great love He has for us.

Pre-school children have been learning how St Vincent de Paul 
was such a wonderful man of charity, as part of their Early 
Childhood Catholic Curriculum. “We need to ensure that children 
know that they are precious and loved by God our Father, and by 
their parents and families and friends,” says Ailua Makalio. “They 
too have to share that love with those children who are in need 
of food, clothing and so on, who unfortunately do not get the 
same things as they do”. 

There are some vacancies at Tafesilafa’i Preschool, which 
is open Monday to Friday 8am - 5pm at 122 Barbadoes St, 
Christchurch. Contact: 379 6400 info@tafesilafai.school.nz 

A brand-new 
purpose-built 
Catholic pre-school 
at 60 Curletts Road, 
Sockburn was 
blessed by Bishop 
Barry Jones in early 
December. 

It brings to reality a ‘life-long’ dream of Roshen Rayen and his 
wife Jayanthe, who will be the centre managers. Santa Maria 
Montessori Pre-school had been supported by the late Fr Paul 
Duncan, but its opening was delayed by the earthquakes. 

It will be staffed by three Catholic teachers, all New Zealand 
qualified and registered, and is expected to open mid January, 
2013. Contact: 359 1604 or 021 055 4566.

St James Youth are crowned Sports Night 2012 Champions. They joined 
140 young people from around the diocese in September for the “epic” 
night, competing in many events, from Giant Volleyball to Sock Hockey. 

“I recommend them,” says Rachel van der Plas, when asked about the 
monthly Charismatic Youth Masses held in St Gregory’s, Bishopdale. 
“It was a wonderful turnout, and afterwards there is always a supper”. 
Sharing the moment, left to right, Chris Houghton, Gianna Houghton, Olivia 
Gray, Danielle Guthrie, Theodore Houghton, Rachel van der Plas, Chelsea 
Houghton, Zelie Houghton, Thomas Saywell, and Jeremy Ingle.

Arise 2012 – ‘Equipped’
60 young adults gathered together at the St Bede’s College for 
this year’s Arise Conference. The theme was being “equipped” 
with the sacramental gifts the Church gives us, in order to engage 
the world more fully as Young Catholics. Keynote Speaker Roby 
Curtis (Blindeye Ministries Australia) challenged those attending 
to be the generation that ‘makes a real difference’ by actively 
living out their faith in today’s broken world.

Children and 
teachers at 
Tafesilafa’i 
Pre-school give 
a box of food 
to Sr. Deirdre 
Nelson CHF 
from Mairehau 
Parish. 
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Earthquake Update

Week of Prayer for World Peace                  
Over 50 people from various faith traditions, including about 
a dozen Catholics from various parishes, gathered at the Peace 
Bell in the Botanic Gardens to pray at the start of the Week of 
Prayer for World Peace. 

The ritual began with a Native American prayer invoking 
the Winds of the North, South, East and West. Co-incidentally, 
an old Catholic Hindi custom involves placing flowers at each 
compass point around the bread and wine at the Offertory, 
asking that the graces of the Mass be dispersed throughout 
the world. “For our prayer at the Peace Bell, the flowers were 
placed around the incense, and the Winds asked to carry our 
prayers to the peoples in all parts of the world,” says Sr Bertha 
Hurley, smsm.

Diocesan Insurance Settlement Update
Confidential discussions are now being held with parishes 
regarding the insurance settlement. 

At the time of the September and February earthquakes 
the Catholic Diocese and other related organisations had 
insurance with Ansvar New Zealand Ltd. Ansvar subsequently 
withdrew from the New Zealand insurance market and ACS 
NZ Ltd (Ansvar Claims Services) remains to settle various 
claims that have been made. A sizeable claim was submitted 
by the Catholic Diocese of Christchurch, acting also as an 
umbrella for other Catholic institutions, for material damage 
and business interruption insurance. This has been negotiated, 
however several outstanding issues as yet are to be resolved.  

Diocesan Strategy Committee Update
“This time in the Diocese provides an unprecedented 
opportunity to be able to consider what the Diocese might look 
like over the next 30-50 years”, says Jim Martin, chair of the 
Diocesan Strategy Planning Committee. 

Bishop Barry Jones established the committee to 
recommend a scheme for the rebuild and location of churches 
and schools. Committee members include representatives from 
other diocesan committees, diocesan professional advisors and 
diocesan personnel. They have met four times. 

Demographic data has been commissioned for pastoral 
areas to review the likely population movement in the greater 
Christchurch area. The priority remains the area covered by 
the Canterbury Earthquake Recovery Authority (CERA).

All churches have been reviewed, both those damaged by 
the earthquakes and those which fall below 34% of the new 
building standard. Repair strategies are being prepared for 
some churches that are “quick fixes”. 

Parishes will be consulted about the repair solutions of 
particular churches.

“In principle our existing Catholic schools are outside our 
discussions as these are also controlled by the Ministry of 
Education”.

A final date for the preparation of a draft plan has not been 
set. The committee is aware of urgency, however, it is essential 
that all factors for the blueprint are thoroughly considered. 

Alek Krupa, a student at St Peter’s School Beckenham, 
giving a presentation to teachers at the school. He is 
using emWave software, that helps reduce stress. It 
was developed by Heart Rate Math Institute USA, and has 
been trialled in Auckland and Australia. It is being installed 
in St Peter’s, funded by the Earthquake Fund.

Alek discovered the tool when researching a topic for the 
Science Fair. It has a sensitive heart rate monitor and when 
various relaxation methods are used it shows a relaxing 
state on screen. Various games can be played by children to 
reinforce the skills they have learnt.

More Buildings Desconstructed
Good Shepherd House (below), until recently a pre-seminary, 
has also had to be removed from the site in Innes Road. 

St Bede’s College chapel, its oldest building, which was placed 
at the heart of the college spiritually and physically, has had 
to be removed. Old boy Bishop Barry Jones led a ceremony to 
allow for it to be demolished. Masses continue to be held in 
the Performing Arts Centre.

Eight representatives from different world 
religions sing and offer prayers for peace and 
also rang the Peace Bell in the Christchurch 
Botanic Gardens.
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Diocesan Earthquake Recovery 
Workshop “I encouraged a friend to 
go to the EQ Recovery Programme, and 
went with her. She received more from 
the programme than she did by going to 
one-on-one counselling. For myself the 
group brainstorm of “Ongoing Tension 
& Stress” was truly an eye-opener for 
what we have been conditioned to 
whether we realise it or not!!  Wonderful 
facilitator, friendly atmosphere”. 
(Workshop participant) 

Christchurch 
Diocesan 
Earthquake 
Recovery Fund 
Update: 2012 
Review

Great Needs Remain
“The after-effects of the earthquakes will 
reverberate in our lives for many years,” 
says Earthquake Recovery Coordinator, 
Matt O’Connell. The continued 
accumulation of stress from all sorts of 
earthquake related issues is having a 
substantial impact. 
     These issues include financial, 
physical, emotional, mental, plus 
relationship and family breakdowns. 
“Many people are at breaking point 
and, unfortunately, much of this need is 
hidden,” he adds. 

In these times, it is more important 
than ever to care for each other and 
to cry out to God who can truly heal 
us, help us and give us His peace and 
consolation that passes understanding. 

If you have an idea to help people 
with these many earthquake related 
issues contact Matt, Tel. 366 9869 
moconnell@chch.catholic.org.nz  

“Within our communities there can never 
be room for a poverty that denies anyone what 
is needed for a dignified life … no member 
should suffer through being in need”. Pope 
Benedict XVI - Deus Caritas Est. 

The Christchurch Diocesan Earthquake 
Recovery Fund was set up by Bishop Barry 
Jones to distribute monies donated to him 
following earthquakes since September 
4, 2010. A committee appointed by and 
representing the Bishop has met a number 
of times and approved several projects. For 
fuller details go to www.chch.catholic.org.
nz/eqrecovery 

Testimonies from Projects Funded in 2012
St Paul’s School, Dallington 
“Swimming saves lives so we are all 
very appreciative that you gave us the 
chance to learn how to, by paying for 
our bus. Because without them we could 
never have gone to Aqua gym in the 
first place”. (Student from Room 2, St 

Paul’s).

Bus trip for the Catholic Parish 
of Woolston  “It was a great day 
with many laughs along the way, but 
mostly a wonderful opportunity for the 
combined churches to join together and 
get to know each other away from the 
rocking”. “A delightful day that gave us 
a chance to chat with new found friends 
in our enlarged parish”. (Bus trip 
participants)

The future of the Catholic Cathedral of 
the Blessed Sacrament is still undecided, 
awaiting several engineering reports. These 
will help the Cathedral Management Board 
to make a recommendation to the Bishop, 
hopefully early in the New Year. 
If the advice is that it is impossible to rebuild 
on the present site, the Board has agreed 
to recommend that a relic will be left. 
Honorary Cathedral architect Simon Pascoe 
is preparing a report. One option gaining 
traction is to retain the north and western 
walls as a memorial.
Meanwhile, the diocese has loaned 
Canterbury Museum several items for 
display including, the Cross from the front 
dome, the largest bell, four Fleur de  
Lis tiles and five dome corbels. 
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LOL
Recently retired Charley couldn’t get to work on time at his new job at Kmart. But 

he was a good worker, really tidy, clean-shaven, sharp-minded and a real credit to the 

company – a model for their “Older Person Friendly” policy. Finally the boss called 

him into the office. “Charley, I have to tell you, I like your work ethic, you do a great 

job when you finally get here; but your being late so often is becoming a real problem.”

“Yes, I know boss, and I am working on it,” said Charley. 

The manager commented that it was odd for an ex-serviceman to be late. “What did 

they say to you there if you showed up in the morning so late?”

The old man looked down at the floor, smiled and then said with a grin, “They 

usually saluted and said,  Good morning, Admiral, can I get you a coffee, sir?”

What’s on?
Street Evangelisation Meetings 
are underway to discuss street 
evangelisation in Christchurch for the 
Year of Faith. “We’ve a good response 
from those wanting to be involved,” says 
organiser, Pat Barrett. “We need prayers 
and evangelisers.” Contact: 359 2087 
www.divinemercy.co.nz

Calling Adults to the Easter 
Sacraments. All are welcome to the Rite 
of Election (non-baptized) and Call to 
Continuing Conversion (baptised in 
another Christian faith tradition), which 
will be celebrated by Bishop Barry Jones 
on Saturday, 23 February, 1:00 pm. at 
St. Mary’s Pro-Cathedral. The Church 
celebrates these rites for adults, and 
children over the age of seven, who have 
asked and been preparing to be initiated 
into the Catholic Church. 

Hour of Power an opportunity to 
pray for the success of the Year of Faith 
– a time of prayer, reflection, praise and 
worship` held every Friday at Christ 
the King Parish, Burnside at 7.30pm. 
Contact Geoff Holgate, Tel. 358 8989.

The Beatitudes Community 
holds Vespers every Saturday at 5.30pm, 
followed by a pot-luck dinner and 
Jewish dancing at 67 Leithfield Road, 
Leithfield, tel. 03 3148837.

P.A.T.H.S is a support group for 
those struggling after a pregnancy 
termination. The group meets in 
Christchurch on the third Tuesday of 
the month, from 10.30am to midday. 
Contact 0800 728 470 or  
admin@postabortionpaths.org.nz 

Catholic people, 
Catholic thought, 
Catholic action, 

Catholic prayer, Catholic music on air. 
Sounds Catholic is heard twice every 
Sunday - midday and 10.00pm on Plains 
FM, 96.9.  
On-line www.chch.catholic.org.nz/radio

Christian Ministry 5-Day School 
Lincoln University, Sunday 27 Jan to 
Friday 1 Feb 2013. This is a teaching, 
healing and equipping Christian 
ministry with a special focus on the 
healing of the soul through prayer and 
growth into Christ-like maturity.  
www.ministriesofpastoralcare.com 

Sr Frances Gaffaney RSJ, an ex-pupil of 
St Joseph’s School Temuka, presents the 
St Mary MacKillop cup to the winning 
captain Damian Tarrant, watched 
by Pleasant Point captain Heath 
Cummings.

St Joseph’s Temuka hosted St Joseph’s 
Pleasant Point to celebrate the feast day 
of their founder St Mary MacKillop. 
The two schools are now part of the 
newly formed St Mary MacKillop Parish 
formed from Pleasant Point, Geraldine 
and Temuka parishes.  

Students celebrated a combined 
liturgy, enjoyed art sessions together, 
and Temuka won the inter-school soccer 
cup. 

For Christmas Mass 
and Sacrament of 
Reconciliation times 
for all parishes: www.
chch.catholic.org.nz 


