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FROM THE EDITOR
As we conclude the Year of Faith, I bring to your attention 
the prayer of Pope Francis, in his first Encyclical Lumen 
Fidei, which came out in early July:

Let us turn in prayer to Mary, Mother of the Church 
and Mother of our faith:

Help us to entrust ourselves fully to him and to believe 
in his love, especially at times of trial, beneath the 
shadow of the cross, when our faith is called to mature. 
Teach us to see all things with the eyes of Jesus, that he 
may be light for our path. And may this light of faith 
always increase in us, until the dawn of that undying day 
which is Christ himself, your Son, our Lord!

Ken Joblin, Interim Editor.

Deadline for next issue: Friday 15 November 2013

FROM THE BISHOP
E hoa ma, dear friends in Christ,

The Year of Faith has seen some 
valuable initiatives for us to sharpen our 
awareness of the treasure of Catholic 
Faith and increase our understanding. 

The central core of the faith is called 
the kerygma. God created us, Jesus has 
redeemed us from sin by his death and 
resurrection and we are sanctified in the 
Church so that we might enjoy eternal 
life in heaven. This brief proclamation is the Good News; from 
it flow all the other truths of Catholic Faith.

Over the past year, numerous parishes and groups took up 
the offer of five speakers to come for workshops on topics 
suggested by Pope Benedict. The workshop in most demand 
was that on prayer.

Our final observance for the Year of Faith is “Faithfest”, a 
special diocesan day at the CBS Arena on 24 November. It will 
truly be a day-long festival of faith and its central act will be 
the Mass in honour of Christ the King. I was in the Catholic 
Parish of South Westland recently and persons from Whataroa 
and Fox Glacier told me that they were intending to come.

Yours sincerely

Barry Jones
Bishop of Christchurch

Passing On The Torch
It’s a case of “some things change, some things remain the 
same” for three past pupils, now on the staff of Marian 
College.

While Josie Herron, Vanessa Rowland and Yvonne Teague 
are impressed by the progress made in many areas by the 
College since their time as students, they all agreed that the 
same feeling of belonging and sense of community were as 
strong as ever.

The college has changed location twice since the February 
2011 earthquakes, but Yvonne says “the feeling doesn’t 
depend on buildings. The girls are still outward looking and 
respectful”. All three are thankful that the heart of the school 
remains unchanged.
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Bishop Barry celebrates National 
Catholic Schools Day at St. Patrick’s 
School, Greymouth
St. Patrick’s School Greymouth 
gives the 4 other West Coast 
Catholic Schools a Gift on 
National Catholic schools day.

Each time the schools unite 
they will bring their part of the 
gift which will be re-assembled. 
The sculpture was designed 
and carved by a parent of 
St. Patrick’s and local artist 
Rick Moor. The shadow of the 
sculpture forms a cross.

Bishop Barry Jones recently awarded the Christchurch Commission of 
Justice and Peace Cup to Villa Maria College student, Bridgette Thwaites. 
She entered the Commission’s Essay Contest for Years 11-13, with an 
imaginative and thought provoking DVD based on the 2012 Social Justice 
Week theme, “Our Daily Bread — Putting Food on our Table”. As well 
as being the first winner of the Cup, Bridgette also won a cash prize 
and a copy of the Catechism of the Catholic Church for Villa Maria. The 
winner of the Years 9-10 category was Tomo Dorrance from St Bede’s 
College. Bishop Barry presented Tomo with a cheque and a copy of the 
Compendium of Catholic Social Teaching to his school.

Bishop Barry with 
Bridgette, her 
parents, John & 
Andrea Thwaites 
and her twin 
brothers, James & 
Benjamin.

Villa Maria Student Wins Justice 
and Peace Cup
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Around the Parishes
175 years of the Society of Mary 
in Aotearoa New Zealand
In August, the Christchurch Marist community marked 175 
years of the Marist Mission in New Zealand by presenting two 
korowai to the Marian Shrine in Addington’s Sacred Heart 
Church. Addington parish priest Fr. John Craddock explains 
that “This gesture of indigenous art is intended to show that 
Mary is at home in our Addington Parish, our city and our 
Island, Te Wai Pounamu. It is our hope that She and Jesus can 
be warmed by traditional cloaks.”

The cloaks were beautifully crafted by Melanie and Jared 
Riwai-Couch who processed them into the church at the 
9am Parish Mass, celebrated by Bishop Barry Jones. Sir 
Mark Solomon, chairman of Ngai Tahu was greeted and 
accompanied by Kaumatua Bob Te Miha of Te Rangimarie 
Centre. The bishop blessed the Korowai and they were placed 
in the shrine. Sacred Heart parish invites us all to pray at 
their Marian Shrine and appreciate for ourselves the beauty of 
indigenous craft and its spiritual symbolism.

Like a Shepherd, he Feeds his Flock
Newly appointed Geraldine parish priest, Fr. Job Thyikalamuriyil cooks an 
Indian curry. A great way for priest and people to get to know each other.

Lincoln branch of CWL, alive and 
well and ready to grow
This branch has 16 members. It continues to support its 
Mission Station in the Solomon Islands and knits to keep 
students warm in lower decile schools. A key event was a 
visit to St. James Primary School in Aranui. Nearly $4,000 
was raised to assist in providing the school with further 
equipment.

Website messages
The diocesan website: www.chch.catholic.org.nz 
advertises events happening within the diocese. 
As a parish, school, or church group you are welcome to 
advertise events. You can list your event from the link on the 
home page under ‘events’.
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Appreciation

Terence and Ursula Brocherie of Akaroa 
presented with Papal Award
Bishop Barry Jones recently presented Terrence and Ursula with their medals and 
diplomas at Sunday Mass in St. Patrick’s, Akaroa. He quoted the new Apostolic 
Nuncio, Archbishop Martin Krebs who wrote “I have the honour and pleasure to 
inform you that the Holy Father Pope Francis, has awarded the Cross Pro Ecclesia 
et Pontifice to Terence and Ursula Brocherie, for their significant contribution to the 
parish of Akaroa in the Diocese of Christchurch”. In the 1980’s, Terrence and Ursula 
helped to found Pompallier Village, an ecumenically based retirement village and 
rest home.

DAME BETTY 
O’DOWD

Historian, Theologian, 
Woman of the Church

Dame Betty O’Dowd died in 
Auckland on 2 June, this year the 
Feast of Corpus Christi.  She made a 
huge contribution to the life of our 
diocese and in the wider Church. 
Though originally from Auckland, 
Dame Betty lived in Christchurch 
for many years. She was a lecturer 
in history at the University of 
Canterbury, was warden of Helen 
Conon Hall and later of Rochester 
Hall, having a great impact on many 
students in both hostels.

In 1994, Dame Betty was made a 
Dame of the Order of St Gregory for 
her years of service to the Church, 
the first New Zealand woman to 
receive this distinction. For years 
after the Second Vatican Council, 
she made known its documents 
through lectures and writings at 
parish, diocesan and national levels. 
She was a long-serving member of 
the Diocesan Liturgy Commission, 
contributing to many of their 
newsletters. With the establishment 
of Good Shepherd House in the 
early 1990’s, Dame Betty was a 
regular lecturer, forming our pre-
seminarians in Church history. She 
made valuable contributions to the 
Inform magazine. Even in her 80’s 
she was giving talks to young adults 
in our diocese and at the Hearts 
Aflame Catholic Summer School. As 
one Christchurch priest has noted, 
“Betty had a clarity of thought when 
it came to things theological.” May 
she rest in peace.

Mission Sisters Celebrate Diamond Jubilees
Congratulations to Sisters Patricia Clark, Mary-Ellen O’Sullivan, Valerie Lawson 
and Eleanor Corston, all of whom celebrated their diamond jubilees on Saturday 17 
August in the Addington parish. We give thanks for their sixty years of service and 
their call to holiness.

Bishop Barry Jones 
presents Papal Award 
in Akaroa.
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Around the Parishes

Major Makeover For 
St Patrick’s Akaroa
After 148 years the greatly admired St 
Patrick’s Church, Akaroa is in need of 
a major restoration. Built in 1865 by 
Irishman John Cullen, it was made 
possible by the efforts of Fr Chataigner 
SM. It is classified as a Category A 
building by the Historic Places Trust.
The ‘good news’ is that the NZ Lottery 
Board has set aside funding to enable 
this small parish community to conduct 
a thorough examination of the building 
from the ground up and produce a 
restoration plan. For more, see their 
new website, www.akaroacatholicparish.
co.nz. Donations towards the restoration 
can be made there.

Our Cathedral Choir and Orchestra: 
Three Major Events
June through September saw the Cathedral Choir and Orchestra offer two concerts 
in our Pro-Cathedral and undertake a tour to Melbourne. In June, as snow 
threatened, the choir sang Bruckner’s Mass in E Minor and Haydn’s last setting 
of the Mass. Late August was a real highlight where over 500 came to hear the 
choir and orchestra perform Mozart’s requiem. This was a benefit concert for the 
new CBS rooms adjacent to St. Mary’s which will provide rehearsal space for the 
choir. It featured four stunning soloists including tenor, Simon O’Neill. You can 
hear highlights by googling “Sounds Catholic” and looking under September. Late 
September saw a tour to Melbourne with performances in St. Francis, Lonsdale 
Street and the Choral High Mass at St. Patrick’s Cathedral. The choir is looking 
forward to Faithfest.

Catholic Bed & 
Breakfast Celebrates 
Tenth Anniversary
October marked the tenth anniversary 
of “Parish to Parish for B & B”. In New 
Zealand and Australia it now has 200 
homes with plans to cover many more 
areas where new hosts are needed. 
Catholic hospitality is inexpensive, $30 
for one person or $25 (2 or more) per 
night. “We would love to hear from 
parishioners interested in becoming 
hosts” says local convenor, Marie 
Anderson. For more, phone Marie on 
359 5541, or email: marie.ian@xtra.
co.nz

Cathedral Choir and Orchestra 
sing Mozart’s Requiem for a 
capacity crowd in St.  Mary’s 
Pro-Cathedral

Cathedral choir and orchestra 
sing Haydn’s “Little Organ 
Mass” in St Patrick’s Cathedral, 
Melbourne.
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The new full-sized Steinway concert grand piano, 
purchased to replace the wonderful old one destroyed 
in the earthquakes, is the centerpiece of a series of 
performances at St Mary’s Pro-Cathedral in November. 
Four eminent pianists, including Michael Endres, Barry 
Brinson, Michael Lawrence and Terence Dennis, with 
associated singers who will add to the sacred nature of 
each programme. The musical performances will be held 
each Wednesday in November at St Mary’s Pro-Cathedral 
at 1.10 pm. Admission $10 & $5. Lunch options will be 
available in the Narthex from 12.45 pm, courtesy of the 
Catholic Women’s League, who are raising money for the 
missions.

Church 
Architecture, 
a Built Form of 
Theology
Architectural historian and theologian, 
Dr Denis McNamara of the Liturgical 
Institute, Chicago visited us at the end of 
July. Bishop Jones invited him to speak 
about church architecture as a “built form 
of theology”. On Thursday 1 August, Dr 
McNamara spoke to a large audience 
at the Wigram Air Force museum. In 
outlining the purpose of a Catholic 
Church, Dr McNamara stated, “When you 
see a church that’s filled with imagery of 
heaven, shown with everything in order, 
glorified and radiant, based on the notions 

of “the new heaven and the new earth” from the Book of 
Revelations, what you’re actually seeing is the place where 
there is no mourning, no weeping, where all is in right order 
and right relationship and where chaos has been replaced by 
cosmos. For us, he said, “the ordinary form to participate in 
heaven now is to go to Mass.” In answering the question “Is 
there a place for modern architecture?” Dr McNamara quoted 
the Orthodox tradition which upholds that “It’s perfectly 
legitimate to search for new forms, but these forms must 
express a symbolic content that remains the same because it 
has a heavenly origin.”

Dr McNamara reflected that “Architectural theology, truth 
and the mercy and love of God to me are all completely 
intertwined.” He said that it is wonderful to bring “the love 
of God to the world through something they love to look at. 
This is the great gift of architectural theology.” He summed up 
by saying “Church architecture is the built form of theology, 
which is why it is so important to get the ideas right first.”

You can find out more about Dr McNamara by simply 
googling his name which will lead you to some YouTube clips 
of his teaching and to details of his two books on principles 
of church architecture. You can also hear him on “Sounds 
Catholic” by going to chch.catholic.org.nz/radio

In the Diocese

The new Steinway is played in its original home in Eyrewell by 
Father Chris Friel, Cathedral Parish Administrator.

New 
Steinway 
set to 
perform

Top class Catholic architect inspires 
church re-builders
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Caritas representatives appeared before 
the Social Services Select Committee 
on 13 August. This committee is 
considering the government’s social 
housing reform bill. Christchurch 
resident, Lamepasola Timu also spoke 
in support of the Caritas submission, 
sharing her experience as a member 
of the St James school community in 
Aranui.

Living with her husband and five 
children in a cold, mouldy house, Ms 
Timu told the Select Committee that 
the first time Housing New Zealand 
visited their home since the February 
2011 earthquake was only last week. 
She said when Aranui state tenants 
are asked to vacate damaged houses 

for repairs, they are moved to other 
neighbourhoods, well away from the 
school and community that sustains and 
supports them.

‘When their former home is repaired, 
they don’t have a right of return — 
another tenant is allotted the home. So 
some people are moving in with relatives 
in order to stay in the community, and 
then Housing New Zealand asks why so 
many people are living there.’

“Social housing reforms must strengthen 
communities” says Caritas Aotearoa.

Christchurch Diocesan Earthquake Recovery Update  
October 2013

2013 Fund update
The Christchurch Diocesan Earthquake Recovery Fund, set up by Bishop Barry Jones to distribute monies 
donated to him following the earthquakes, has nearly completed its second year. From June — October 

2013, 32 projects have been funded. Since the fund opened in January 2012, 135 projects have been 
approved. For full details of all projects funded, please go to www.chch.catholic.org.nz/eqrecovery

The fund continues to exist to help those people affected by the earthquakes. Application forms are 
available from the above website. Please contact the Earthquake Recovery Coordinator, Matt O’Connell, 

if you have any further questions. He is available to give you any advice or ideas that you may need 
or help you with an application. Matt can be contacted on 03 366 9869 or by sending him an email: 

moconnell@chch.catholic.org.nz

Families are having to choose 
between staying in cold, damaged state 
houses; or losing community support 
by moving away from their school and 
neighbourhood to a distant suburb; 
or giving up their tenancy to move in 
with friends and relatives to stay in the 
community. This would worsen if they 
had to reapply each year for their house.

‘If it wasn’t for the connections 
we have through the school and the 
community, we wouldn’t have got 
through the past couple of years’ said 
Ms Timu. ‘It is best for children in 
Aranui that they don’t have to move 
around and change schools. It is best for 
Aranui that people in the community 
are able to stay.’

Earthquake Recovery
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Resilience through Drama 
Programmes in Schools
This programme has been one of the most successful projects 
run in Catholic Primary Schools. Its aim is to help children 
deal with post-earthquake trauma and anxiety through the 
medium of drama. These drama and relaxation techniques 
have helped children build resilience and help them cope 
with on-going stress experienced as a result of the many life 
changes following the earthquakes. It has now been run in six 
Catholic primary schools. Feedback has been excellent.

One principal commented: “These workshops rapidly 
became the highlight of our week. The children were highly 
motivated and engaged. Our children have become rather 
stoic over the past three years. There have been many changes 
forced upon them and they have endured much upheaval, 
both at home and at school.”

The programme is run by two Catholic Women, Michelle 
Fulford and Ann Davis. For more details please contact the 
Earthquake Recovery Coordinator.

Spiritual Recovery
This year the Diocese has run three retreats and an evening 
reflection aimed at helping people recover spiritually from the 
earthquake. The topics covered include suffering, where was 
God in the earthquakes, searching for and maintaining interior 
peace in the midst of suffering, Our Lady and the Earthquakes, 
and sustained by faith. A final retreat is planned for advent 
in early December focussing on hope. For more details please 
contact the Earthquake Recovery Coordinator (details page 8).

Cathedral of the Blessed Sacrament — 
October 2013 Update

Cathedral plans — making 
haste slowly
`Making haste slowly” sums up progress made by 
the Cathedral Management Board as it looks to make 
recommendations to the Bishop on the future of our cathedral.  
Lance Ryan, chairman of the Cathedral Management Board, 
said that the issues affecting decision making are both 
vast and complex.  “On the surface it may appear that we 
are becalmed, but there has been a tremendous amount of 
investigation and study being undertaken behind the scenes.  
“What we do know is that building capacity of the damaged 
Cathedral as it now stands is in the range of 20% to 30% of 
the New Building Standard.  This equates to it having over 
10 times the risk of collapse compared with a new building 
during a period of normal seismic activity.  What we don’t 
know, and what must be factored into our discussions, is 
the number of people who are likely to live in this area, and 
what is to happen with neighbouring properties in relation to 
education, culture and arts.  “The good thing is that we are 
all heading in the right direction, but it does take time.  Once 
unanswered questions are clarified we will then be in a better 
position to decide on the type, style and capacity of what a 
new Cathedral will look like,” he said.

Earthquake Recovery
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In the Diocese

First Holy 
Communion Gifts 
“If I haven’t got it, I’ll get it for you!” 
says Bernard Wilkins, from the Catholic 
Shop at 79 Forfar Street St Albans. Gifts 
for Confirmations and for first Holy 
Communicants; Sunday and Weekday 
missals, rosaries and crucifixes. New in 
stock: framed pictures of Pope Francis. 

The shop has EFTPOS and a reasonably 
priced courier service. Please call 366 
2853 before you arrive.

A dedicated team of volunteers work 
on diocesan Archives one afternoon a 
week at Washington Way, overseen by Fr 
Clark, the Diocesan Archivist. 

Interrupted by earthquakes for 
two and a half years they are now in 
premises purposely designed for the 
recording, storage and display of the 
archives of the Diocese.

Holy Name Parish 
Ashburton and Our 
Lady of Victories 
Parish Sockburn 
Celebrate 20 years 
of Passionist Family 
Groups

All the original parish baptism records 
1840 – 2003 are now entered onto a 
computer data base. An index of the 
Baptisms records of the Diocese from 
1840 – 1912 has been produced on CD 
for researchers.

The photograph project during 2005 
– 2010 involved cataloguing and filing 
the many photos. 

“Sounds Catholic” 
Goes Nationwide
The second award-winning “Sounds 
Catholic” was broadcast on Radio New 
Zealand National in October. “I sent my 
programme on my first guide dog Tiger 
to Radio New Zealand 18 months ago 
and thought nothing further of it” said 
“Sounds Catholic” presenter, Ken Joblin. 
It was received but mis-placed. “I was 
asked if Radio New Zealand National 
could run it in their Sunday evening 
“One in Five” slot as they had a gap 
in their scheduling.” he said. “So our 
Diocesan Catholic programme was heard 
by thousands around New Zealand 
- it was great to hear it live,” said Mr. 
Joblin. chch.catholic.org.nz/radio

Voluntary archivists make our 
Diocesan history accessible.
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Perpetual Eucharistic Adoration 
in the Diocese of Christchurch
Perpetual Eucharistic Adoration began in Christchurch on 
Sunday June 30th St Gregory’s on Cotswold Ave. There are 
420 people who are rostered to adore Jesus for one hour (or 
more) every week. 24 hours a day, 7 days a week there are 
people praying in the chapel before the Blessed Sacrament. 
Many others pop in for a visit.

People have found it a place of peace and quiet where they 
can stop, reflect, listen to Jesus speaking to them and ask 
his help for their lives and for their family and friends. One 
regular young adorer commented that “My time of adoration 
has become my favourite part of the week, a time to unwind 
in the presence of the Lord and reflect quietly on his Word and 
it’s personal meaning in my busy daily life.”

If you want to grow closer in your relationship to Jesus 
Christ why not try coming along to Adoration? Archbishop 
Fulton Sheen once said that “the purpose of a Holy Hour is to 
encourage deep personal encounter with Christ.” We still have 
a few hours during the week where we need a second adorer. 
Please contact Matt on 366-9869 or moconnell@chch.catholic.
org.nz if you wish to sign up. If you want to pop in for a visit 
the chapel is open 24 hours a day, every day, at St Gregory’s on 
Cotswold Ave, Bishopdale.

Catholics Returning Home 
Holy Family Parish, Timaru
In August, the Timaru parish offered a Catholics 
Returning Home Programme. They rejoice that two 
Catholic returnees received the Sacrament of 
Reconciliation and are now full participants in 
Sunday Mass and are keen to run this programme 
next year.

ADULT EDUCATION COURSES 
Taught by staff of the Catholic Education Office for The Catholic 
Institute of Aotearoa, New Zealand

Want to learn more about your faith? Ongoing faith formation?

Gospel of Matthew (Christchurch)
16, 17, 20 January, 2014 

Introduction to Catholic Youth Ministry 
(Christchurch) 
24, 27, 28 January, 2014 

These courses can be taken for NZQA credit or for interest only.

For more information view the website  
www.chch.catholic.org.nz/tci 
or contact Charles Shaw phone 0�-��� 0���
email cshaw@chch.catholic.org.nz 

Website messages
The diocesan website: www.chch.catholic.org.nz 
advertises events happening within the diocese. 
As a parish, school, or church group you are welcome to 
advertise events. You can list your event from the link on the 
home page under ‘events’.
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At the end of June, the college’s 25 
strong special character committee 
organised a Year of Faith Mass where 
the Icon was formally welcomed. 
During the Mass, three students 
received the sacraments of initiation. 
Students took advantage of “Drop-in 
prayer times” with the icon during 
the week. It was then processed to 
Catholic Cathedral College where it was 
welcomed with a school assembly and 
haka.

Special Character Reps prepare to Receive the Icon 
(L to R): Lizzie Everingham, Alex d’Emden, Sweta 
George, Mrs Pope and Holly Lee. Canny Cause 

at Cathedral 
College
Eight pupils instigate a canned 
food drive for St Vincent de Paul 
Society Christchurch.

A “Pink Clothing Day”, sausage 
sizzles and a Year 7 and 8 Dance 
(see “CCC Youth”) gathered over 
1000 cans for the SVDP food 
bank. SVDP now receive over 350 
calls per month from people who 
need help. Since the earthquakes, 
demand has tripled.

Marian College Hosts the 
Icon of Mary, Mother of 
the Church
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Young Vinnies 
Flourish
Over the last few months, three of 
our schools sent in stories about 
their Young Vinnies groups. Young 
Vinnies in the Mid-Canterbury parish 
of St Augustine are flourishing with 
nearly 100 children in Ashburton and 
Methven.

93 Young Vinnies are involved 
across three schools within the parish 
area: St Joseph’s and Hampstead 
primary schools in Ashburton and 
Methven’s Our Lady of the Snows 
says Young Vinnies youth co-
ordinator Ursula Kitchen.

The children receive formation and 
are mentored before going out into 
the community for activities with 
‘buddies’ in works of charity. Young 
Vinnies range from year 6 to year 8 
(standards 4-6).

Their formation includes talks 
about poverty and how the St Vincent 
de Paul Society helps locally, a visit to 
the conference’s Ashburton shop, and 
the need for food parcels.

Ashburton Young Vinnies visit 
a Kindergarten where they are 
responsible for different activities 
like reading to their buddy, chalk 
drawing, sand drawing on cardboard, 
tidying up and singing songs.

Other activities include visits to 
dementia patients at Ashburton 
Hospital’s Tuarangi Home and 
bagging firewood for St Vincent de 
Paul in Ashburton.

During Mass on the last Sunday 
in June all the Young Vinnies who 
attended were commissioned during 
Mass at Ashburton.

Young Vinnies from St. Patrick’s, 
Kaiapoi held a ‘wearing PJs day’ 
raising money to boost their SVdP 
foodbank.

In August, twelve Year 7 and 8 
Young Vinnies from Our Lady Star of 
the Sea, Sumner presented Hug Rugs 
to the elderly residents of Edith Cavell 
resthome at Sumner. The polarfleece 
blankets were carefully stitched 
and embroidered by the students 
and gifted to their “buddies” in the 
resthome. Each rug was designed 
with a particular recipient in mind.

Above: five of 
the sudents with 
their Hug Rugs. 
The students 
pictured from left 
to right are: Molly 
Dougherty, Lucy 
Wehi, Zoe-Amelia 
Robinson, Aaron 
Smith and Jacob 
Greig.
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In the Diocese

Diocesan Survey
On the second weekend of May, you may recall 
being surveyed at Mass. 7333 surveys (78% of 
the 2012 Sunday Mass count) were filled out. 
This survey will assist the Bishop’s Strategic 
Planning Committee to see demographic 
trends in Sunday Mass attendance. A small 
sample of the results shows that 49% of those 
attending Sunday Mass in the Diocese are aged 
60 and over. 76% of those who attend Sunday 
Mass are NZ European and 15% are Asian. 
The information you provided will form part 
of the overall demographic data to assist in the 
location of churches and schools in the future.

Catholic families from the Christchurch 
Diocese gathered at Waipara, North 
Canterbury, at the end of September for 
the second Catholic Family Camp. 

Inspired by the Catholic Family 
Retreats held in the Hamilton Diocese, 
and facilitated by the Christchurch 
John Paul II Center for Life and the 
Catholic Youth Team, the camp was an 
opportunity for families to gather for a 
weekend of formation, prayer and family 
fun. The camp theme was “Raising Kids 
Catholic: Giving them Roots and Wings”. 

A workshop was held on the Saturday 
morning and a supervised pre-school 

World Youth Day 
2013
Several of our Christchurch Young 
adults joined with over 3 million on 
pilgrimage to the 14th World Youth 
Day in Brazil. “Sounds Catholic” met 
with several of our pilgrims soon after 
their return. Dana Shortel reflected 
that the Stations of the Cross had the 
most impact on her. “The meditations 
were just so beautiful and powerful 
and really touched a chord with me.”

Sarah Barnett commented that 
“when the Pope first came in and 
started speaking; the whole crowd 
just went quiet”. A personal response 
to WYD for Sarah is to increase her 
weekday Mass attendance.

Josef Dawson was chosen to 
represent Oceania in the final 
Mass and received a blessing from 
Pope Francis alongside seven other 
Youth from around the world. He 
commented that as he looked out 
from the sanctuary onto the masses 
of young people lining the beach, 
God’s promise to Abraham came to 
mind, “I shall make your descendants 
as numerous as the grains of sand on 
the sea shore.”

Joseph Dawson with Charlie Elizondo Jr 
holding a cross given to him by the Pope 
at the final Mass.

playroom and supervised activities for 
older children gave parents time to 
participate as couples. The workshop 
was led by Celia and John Kennedy 
and practical experiences of sharing the 
Faith with their children were given by 
Ruth and Matthew Green, and Erina 
and Paul Coleman. Fr Chris Orr was 
Camp Chaplain. He celebrated Mass 
on Saturday and Sunday mornings, 
was available for Reconciliation, and, 
in addition, he also had an opportunity 
to share his thoughts on the camp 
theme from his perspective as a priest.  
Saturday night was “Family Fun Night” 
and there was plenty of time to relax 
and chat. “Our big kids had a wonderful 
time playing with old and new friends as 
well as joining in with activities run by 
the CYT Youth Mission team & helpers, 
while our little ones relished the many 
hands-on activities provided for them in 
the playroom. As a couple we were given 
lots to think about and we have taken 
much away that will help us raise our 
children in their Catholic Faith. 

The Catholic Family Camp is not only a 
wonderful chance to spend time away as 
a family, but it is a blessed time to grow 
in faith and community. The children are 
already looking forward to next year!”

Catholic Family Camp 2013

Catholic families converge on Waipara.
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Young Adults

Arise Conference 
2013
Canadian Evangelist Joe Zambon 
brings his Catholic Music to the Arise 
Conference 2013. To see more go to: 
www.cyt.org.nz.
Photo by Thomas Saywell 

Jesus Youth is an International 
Charismatic Youth movement in the 
service of the Catholic Church in more 
than 20 countries. Their youth camp was 
held in Waipara over Queen’s Birthday 
weekend, drawing over 80 participants 
from around New Zealand. Bishop 
Barry celebrated the Sunday Mass for 
the gathering. For further information, 
call Johnson Karathra — national team 
member of Jesus Youth New Zealand on 
021-131-1916 or 03-349-2107.

For nearly two years, Fr. 
Filippo Maria CSJ was 
Tertiary Chaplain based at 
Kolbe House in Rountree 
Street. September saw his 
time in New Zealand come 
to an end. 

After a month of 
pasta-based farewells, he 
returned to an earthquake-
centred part of Italy and 
a newly re-built priory. “I 
am going to a new place to receive new 
graces”, he said at his Tertiary farewell.

God takes away but He also gives. In 

the same week, French 
monk, Fr. Clement 
Covacho CSJ arrived from 
Taiwan where he has been 
a Tertiary Chaplain and 
Diocesan Vicar for Youth. 
He asks us all to pray for 
him in this new mission 
where he is “living in the 
English language for the 
first time”. 

 You can contact him 
at St. Teresa’s, Riccarton or through 
Kolbe House, tel: 348-8882 or e-mail  
kolbehouse@xtra.co.nz

Tertiary Chaplaincy Moves from  
Italy to France

Fr. Filippo Maria CSJ

Fr. Clement Covacho CSJ
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“Great progress is being made” is the word from Mike 
Stopforth, project coordinator for the Faithfest event. 
“There are over 8000 tickets allocated to people in 
what is going to be an exceptional day of events”.


