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FROM THE EDITOR
Greetings from the editorial desk.

My thanks to all who submitted stories to Inform in 2013.  
You gave us a great insight into what goes on around the 
Diocese, particularly in our smaller centres. More of your 
stories are in this, our final issue in 2013.

The centrepiece of this Inform of course is Faithfest with 
a great pictorial record from photographer, Peter Fleming. 
This event is the largest gathering of Catholics in our 
region since Blessed John Paul II visited in 1986. I heard 
comments on the celebration of the Mass such as “What a 
great day, seeing so many people drawn together because 
of what we believe” and “I felt like it was really a foretaste 
of heaven with the priests gathered at the altar and all 
of us around our bishop”. The cultural event was a great 
gift with the talent and artistry reflecting both our ethnic 
diversity and unique history. The Ecumenical choirs festival 
in the evening involved Christians of many traditions, 
some of whom had lost their places of worship along with 
people who enjoy singing but who are yet to specifically 
open their hearts to the Lord. Faithfest event coordinator, 
Mike Stopforth, said that “Faithfest was a most amazing 
event, bringing together a large number of the Diocesan 
family. Its planning and organisation took a huge amount 
of work from a dedicated team. Having five separate events 
in the day’s activities provided its challenges, but each one 
expressed the richness of our Diocesan life.” So there is 
much to give thanks for as we prepare for the coming of 
our Lord at Christmas and at the end of time.
Ken Jolin, Interim Editor
Deadline for next issue: Friday 21 March 2014

FROM THE BISHOP

E hoa ma, dear friends in Christ. The 
Year of Faith came to a resounding close 
on the Solemnity of Christ the King 
with the FAITHFEST at the CBS Arena. 
Planning for the Year of Faith began 
here 18 months ago, and many elements 
contributed to its success. The icon of 
Mary, Mother of the Church, travelled 
around the Diocese and provided 
valuable opportunities for prayer and 
for formation in faith... Five workshops on the teaching of 
the 2nd Vatican Council were delivered 47 times in various 
parish settings. A Catholic ID card, a Prayer Book and a holy 
picture of Mary Mother of the Church were made available in 
all our churches, and were snapped up. Many local initiatives 
took place — at our diocesan office, there was a lunch time 
rosary every Friday, and it seems likely to continue. I offer my 
greetings and good wishes to you all in this holy season of 
Advent, and for Christmas now fast approaching. 

Website messages
The diocesan website: www.chch.catholic.org.nz 
advertises events happening within the diocese. 
As a parish, school, or church group you are welcome to 
advertise events. You can list your event from the link on the 
home page under ‘events’.

FAITHFEST Planning Team
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Around the Parishes

It’s All Happening In Timaru
The 75th Jubilee of St Joseph’s Church and celebration of 
60 years of the former Timaru North Parish took place over 
Labour Weekend.  Celebrations began with the Vigil Mass at St 
Thomas’ Church on the Saturday evening.  Music was provid-
ed by Terry Kennedy and 
Anthony Whelan in a mov-
ing tribute to those parish-
ioners who have died.  Eve-
ning celebrations included 
the launch of Jeannette 
Cooke’s book “The North-
enders” — a History of St 
Joseph’s Timaru North Par-
ish — which included three 
churches, two schools, 
the Home of Compassion, 
and the Marist Brothers’ 
Novitiate at Claremont.  On 
Sunday, Mass was offered 
at St Joseph’s Church.  The 
day ended with afternoon tea and the cutting of the jubilee 
cake, made by Anne O’Connell and cut by Elsie O’Connor, 
Sarah and Joshua Fitzgerald.  The weekend was a great op-
portunity to celebrate, share stories and remember their past 
with gratitude.  The final Mass in St Joseph’s Church was held 
at 2.00.pm on Sunday 15 December 2013.

Copies of “The Northenders” are available at $20 plus ($5 
postage within NZ) from the St Thomas’ Church office, 12 
Mountain View Road, Timaru 7910.  All proceeds from the 
book will go towards the St Vincent de Paul’s rebuilding proj-
ect in Timaru.

Congratulations to Pat Duncan of St Ita’s, Rakaia, who was awarded the 
Cross Pro Ecclesia et Pontifice, by Pope Francis for many years of service 
to her parish.

Fr Geoff Gray presented Pat with her award following Sunday evening 
Mass.  Members of her family, friends from other churches and parishio-
ners from Rakaia were delighted to be present as such a worthy recipient 
was honoured with this special award.

At the book launch

Cutting the cake — Elsie O’Connor 
with Sarah and Joshua Fitzgerald.

Frs Geoff 
Gray, Kevin 
Clarke, 
Brian  
Fennessy
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Around the Parishes

Recently the Methven Branch of the Catholic Women’s League 
went on pilgrimage by train to Arthur’s Pass, visiting its 
chapel, looking at its history reflecting on the beauty of the 
mountains and bush.

On Sunday 13 
October, parishio-
ners of Holy Family 
Timaru gathered in 
the beautiful Sacred 
Heart Basilica to be 
consecrated to the 
Immaculate Heart of 
Mary.  They joined 
Catholics world-wide 
in responding to Pope 
Francis’ invitation 
and example to pray 
the Act of Consecra-
tion.  With three altar 
servers in attendance 
Fr.  Chinnappa 
Thumma performed 
the Crowning cer-
emony, followed by 
Rosary and Benedic-
tion.  A suitable Statue of Our Lady of Fatima, (pictured here), 
was found as an answer to prayer as plans for the consecration 
were being made.  If you know anything about the history of 
this statue and how it came to Timaru, please contact Pauline 
Barry, Holy Family Parish Secretary, 03-686-2010.

In October, the Christchurch Interfaith Society prayed at the 
Peace Bell in the Botanic Gardens to mark the end of the Week 
of Prayer for World Peace.  Drawing on Isaiah 54:2 “Enlarge 
the space of your tent,” they prayed that we will extend our 
world to welcome people of various countries and cultures, 
minority groups, people with special needs, the aging and 
peoples of various religions and rites.  Their guiding principle 
is that “The peace of the world must be prayed for by the 
faiths of the world”.

Important Steps in the Journey  
to Diocesan Priesthood
2013 saw some of of our seminarians instituted as Lector 
and Acolyte. Thanh, Tien and Do (above) were installed as 
Acolytes earlier in the year while Graeme, Alister, Huynh 
and Mark (below) were installed as Lectors in October. 
May they know we continue to pray for them daily as they 
discern their call.

Mary Gathers Her  
Children Throughout the 
World

Interfaith Prayer at the  
Peace Bell

Everyone gathered in front of the Peace Bell at the end of the prayer.

In the Diocese

CWL Heads for the Hills
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Schools

In 1883, after persistent requests from parish 
priest, Fr Fauvel, the first Sisters of St Joseph of 
the Sacred Heart arrived to set up a school.  On 
12 November, teachers marked this important 
anniversary, dressing up as Sisters, while some 
children were in period costume. Seeing the 
teachers in their hired costumes, Sr Frances 
Gaffney RSJ went home to get her own habit 
and veil, returning to distribute lollies to the 
students, following the example of St Mary of 
the Cross (Mary Mackillop). Students completed 

International President General Dr Michael 
Thio and his wife Rosalind Congratulate 
ten Young Vinnies students of St Patrick’s 
School, Kaiapoi for their work. L to R: Chantal 
MacDonald, Connor Falloon, Saffron Brown, 
Keely Stuart, Georgia Lyford, Jacob Walker, 
Ethan Evans, Chessie Cooper, Jake Wilesma 
and Jessica Ruck.

Discovering God in 
my Heart
As part of their 
Catholic Spiritual 
formation, teach-
ers in the Diocese 
have been offered 
reflective meetings 
on Christian Medita-
tion, an early form of 
contemplative prayer. 
These meetings 
provide teachers and their collegues, a 
guide to teaching stillness, silence and 
simplicity. A number of schools have 
already begun teaching the children 
how to meditate using Fr John Main’s 
approach, employing the recommended 
sacred word or mantra, Maranatha. 
This method draws directly from early 
Christian teaching. Fr Main (a Benedic-
tine monk) summarised the practice as 
a pilgrimage to our heart; a practice that 
enables us to ground ourselves in the 
spiritual reality who is God. While the 
children learn about their faith in their 
RE curriculum, Christian Meditation 
helps them to strengthen their relation-
ship with Jesus. It is in the stillness and 
silence that they discover the love of 
God for each of them personally.

The beginning of Term 4 saw eleven Fairlie 
young parishioners receive their First Holy 
Communion (pictured here with parish priest Fr 
John Morrison) Among them are three children 
whose parents received their First Communion 
together a few years ago! Pictured from left to 
right: Back row: Macy Gallagher, Gracie Hellm-
rich, Libby O’Connor, Molli O’Neill, Father John, 
Ben Pawsey, Nathan Clarke, Hamish O’Connor
Front Row: Daniel Dobbs, Joshua Jones, 
Hamish Ryall and Edward Guerin.

A Fairlie First Communion

the day with a 
singing com-
petition and 
games on the 
school field.

St Joseph’s School, Temuka  
Celebrates 130 Years
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Cathedral Choir and Orchestra 
sing Mozart’s Requiem for a 
capacity crowd in St.  Mary’s 
Pro-Cathedral
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Faithfest
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Homily given by Bishop Jones, on the Solemnity 
of Our Lord Jesus Christ, Universal King,  
CBS Arena

Everywhere, today, the Catholic Church will 
be honouring Jesus Christ, the King of the 
Universe. It is the conclusion of the Church year. 
There are processions and devotions in honour 
of Christ the King. We too have come together 
to honour Christ the King, and to close the Year 
of Faith. For the past year, we have taken our 
part in observing the Year of Faith. Numerous 
activities have contributed to it. Today, we come 
to its close and we honour Christ the King. On 
this great feast, we honour and give glory to 
Jesus Christ the King of the universe. In the 
reading (Col 1:12-20), St. Paul describes Jesus 
as “ the image of the unseen God, and the first 
born of all creation, for in him were created all 
things in heaven and on earth; everything vis-
ible and everything invisible… before anything 
was created, he existed, and he holds all things 
in unity…” These are words of course from the 
first reading (2 Sam 5:1-3). A great paradox 
marks our feast and we must take notice of it. 
We give glory and honour to Christ the King with 
trumpets and choirs and hymns and incense. 
At the same time, within the Mass, the Church 
puts before us the Gospel scene of Jesus dying 
his agonising death by crucifixion. St. Luke (Lk 
23:35-43) tells us that “the people stayed there 
before the cross watching Jesus”. It is quite 
likely that it was for sport and entertainment 
that they stayed and watched this excruciat-
ing torture. Or did they remember his healing 
miracles, his hours of spell binding teaching, his 
blessing of their children? His mother Mary and 
her woman companions stayed and watched, 
as did John... Some love accompanied his suf-
fering. “As for the leaders, they jeered at him. 
‘He saved others’ they said, ‘let him save him-
self if he is the Christ of God, the Chosen One.’ 
Their incomprehension of the mystery is hardly 
worthy of criticism or blame. The rejection of 
Jesus, his suffering and violent death, seem 
even now an unlikely way for God to intervene 
in our world in order to end the reign of sin and 
to transform human life. In their understanding, 
Jesus should come down from his cross…
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Two robbers were crucified with 
him. One of them abused Jesus and 
told him to save himself and to save 
them if he was really the Christ. The 
other robber, the so-called good thief, 
defended Jesus. He told the abuser 
that while they both deserved their 
sentence, Jesus did not. “This man 
has done nothing wrong,” he said 
to the abusing robber. Then, another 
aspect of the paradox. The good thief 
began to pray. The crowd views the 
spectacle, the leaders jeer, one robber 
abuses him, and the other prays; “Je-
sus” he prays, “remember me when 
you come into your kingdom.” His 
prayer uncovers the truth of this ugly 
crucifixion. The death of Jesus, and his 
rising again to new life, is no accident 
of history. It is not the result of chance 
or an unfortunate coincidence of 
circumstances. When Jesus replied to 
him, he made clear that his death, and 
resurrection, was a passage from this 
world to his Father. “Today,” he told 
the good thief, “you will be with me in 
paradise.” These are words of divine 
mercy. They give us hope because 
they show us that the mercy of God 
can search for us, and find us, right 
up to the end of life. “Today, you will 
be with me in paradise.” Where Jesus 
is present, there the kingdom of God 
is present. He is the eternal Son who 
took human flesh from Mary, precisely 
so that he might enter our world and 
our history. The purpose of his coming 
was to enter into our experience of 
suffering and evil and death, and to 
transform them by love. As we know, 
Jesus died with a prayer on his lips 
commending himself into the hands 
of his Father. As St. Paul reminded us 
“God wanted all perfection to be found 
in him, and all things to be reconciled 
through him and for him, everything in 
heaven and everything on earth, when 
he made peace by his death on the 
cross.”..
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It is a paradox that the kingship of Jesus is not made known to us by the usual signs 
of royalty - not by palaces, armies, luxurious living or the dominance of power and 
might. His kingship is revealed to us by his cross- it is the cross that reveals him as 
priest, as teacher, and as lord and king. His way is the way of apparent weakness. 
His rule is not one of coercion or force – it is, rather, a rule based on the appeal of 
truth and self-giving love, to the end. “Jesus, remember me when you come into 
your kingdom.” These beautiful words enabled the good thief to entrust himself 
completely to Jesus. We all can make his words our prayer because to accept Jesus 
as King means to be in a living friendship with him, it means that we pray to him 
and that we listen to him. We give thanks today for our faith in Jesus which bring 
us together today around the altar of God, on which the sacrifice of Jesus is made 
present so that we can join our weak and imperfect prayers to his great prayer. This 
gathering makes it clear that we learn the truth about Jesus only in the Church and 
through the Church. While our faith is intensely personal, - no one can have it for 
us, nor can we have it for someone else - our faith is also intensely ecclesial and 
communal; we come to faith in Jesus by joining in with the People of God, which is 
Christ’s Church. It is in and through the Church that Jesus feeds us with his Word, 
and with his holy sacraments…
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St. Augustine calls the Church “our Catholic 
mother” because she brings us to birth by offering 
us the Word of God and the sacraments, through 
which the Holy Spirit transforms us and makes us 
holy. Today we thank God for the gift of faith which 
always comes to us as an undeserved blessing 
– pure grace. It enables us to understand hidden 
truths which light up the whole of life, as far into 
the future as enabling us to see the meaning of 
suffering and death. We thank God for the many 
activities and blessings of the Year of Faith which 
is now coming to its close. We thank the Father 
for the gift of Jesus, the eternal Son, who took his 
human nature and birth from Mary, mother of all 
who put their faith in him. Let us make our own this 
prayer of Pope Francis to Our Lady; “Mother, help 
our faith. Teach us to see all things with the eyes of 
Jesus, that he may be light for our path. And may 
the light of faith always increase in us, until the 
dawn of that undying day which is Christ himself, 
your Son, our Lord.”
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In the Diocese

ADULT EDUCATION COURSES 
Taught by staff of the Catholic Education Office for The Catholic 
Institute of Aotearoa, New Zealand

Want to learn more about your faith? Ongoing faith formation?

Gospel of Matthew (Christchurch)
16, 17, 20 January, 2014 

Introduction to Catholic Youth Ministry 
(Christchurch) 
24, 27, 28 January, 2014 

These courses can be taken for NZQA credit or for interest only.

For more information view the website  
www.chch.catholic.org.nz/tci 
or contact Charles Shaw phone 0�-��� 0���
email cshaw@chch.catholic.org.nz 

Diocesan Survey
The Diocesan Survey written 
about in the previous Inform 
provided an interesting snapshot 
on those who attended Sunday 
Mass over one weekend in May.  
A small sample of the results is 
as follows...
• The adult age bands show that 
49% of those attending Sunday 
Mass in the Diocese is aged 60 
and over.  
• The adult ethnicity shows that 
76% of those who attend Sunday 
Mass are NZ European and 15% 
are Asian.

Earthquakes don’t normally have many positive outcomes, but 
for the archives of the Diocese of Christchurch something very 
positive has happened.

When the south tower of the Cathedral of the Blessed 
Sacrament collapsed on February 22, 2011 it took with it the 
room that had been home to the archives for many years.  
Fortunately the archival material did not go with it.  After the 
September 2010 earthquake, when there was some thought 
of repairing the cathedral, almost everything had been packed 
and removed to temporary storage.

Now, three years after access was last possible, a new facil-
ity has been blessed and opened.  Housed upstairs in the new 
Cathedral House administration building in Washington Way, 
the archive boasts a climate controlled storage room with steel 
shelving, map cabinets and display cabinets for objects.  There 
is a gallery room for displaying a selection of paintings and 

New Christchurch Archives blessed

Bishop Jones and Father Clark 
inspect one of the oldest documents 

in the archives, a small notebook, the 
first baptismal register for Akaroa, 
started in 1840 by Fathers Comte 

and Pezant, and containing entries 
made by Bishop Pompallier when he 

later visited Akaroa.

photos, a workroom for staff and a research room, all features 
the old room in the Cathedral did not have.

Bishop Barry Jones blessed the new Archives on Thurs-
day October 24, assisted by Diocesan Archivist Father Kevin 
Clark.  Father Clark spoke briefly about the development of the 
Archives over 53 years, from when it was simply a collection 
of documents in an old suitcase in the Cathedral presbytery 
garage.  At one time, when he was stationed in the Chatham 
Islands, he took a portion of the material there with him to 
sort and catalogue.

A small team of volunteers work in the archives every Thurs-
day.  Over the years they have indexed the baptismal registers 
for the whole diocese and have sorted and catalogued many 
hundreds of photos. Now, with access to the archives own 
computer, they are about to begin cataloguing the contents of 
dozens of boxes filled with documents. 
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Schools

St Thomas of Canterbury College Young  
Enterprise Team Win Regional Competitions
For another year the regionally and nation-
ally successful social enterprise school has 
scooped all substantive regional awards in-
cluding the Science Alive Regional — Tech-
nology and Innovation Award and the 
Supreme Canterbury Regional Enterprise 
Award. St Thomas’s achieved this success 
against intense competition from 50 teams, 
from a variety of private, special character 
and state secondary schools. The win-
ners are pictured here with their trophies and Dr Ross James — Dean of Commerce at the 
University of Canterbury. Photo: Kim Essenberg, year 12, CEO and finance director, (Middle) 
McGregor Allen, year 12, technology and design director (left) and Charlie Devine, year 11, 
market and communications director (right).

”Marian” Has Not 
Left St Bede’s
Marist provincial Fr. Brian Cummings 
officially opened new classrooms at St.  
Bede’s College. Named “Marian”, in 
honour of Mary our Mother,  the new 
rooms are built on the same site oc-
cupied by Marian College during 2011.  
Marian includes 13 classrooms, staff 
workrooms, resource rooms and toilets.  
This $2.5m initiative reflects the Board 
of Proprietors self-declared goal of “re-
turning the College to normal” follow-
ing the earthquakes. Marian is the first 
major step in this process.

From the left: Rector, Justin Boyle, Fr Brian 
Cummings SM, Mr Alan Dalton, Board of 
Proprietors Chair
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HAPPENINGS
Sounds Catholic broadcasts online 
and on-air Sundays at noon and 
10pm on Plains FM 96.6.  Recent 
programmes included an interview 
with Catholic educator, Charles  
Shaw and a look back at the last  
year of broadcasts, marking the third anniversary 
of Sounds Catholic. You can find the podcasts of 
programmes at  www.chch.catholic.org.nz/radio

Rebuilding hope in post-quake Christchurch 
was the theme of this day retreat held at the 
Community of the Beatitudes. The day organised 
by Matt O’Connell, the Earthquake Recovery 
Coordinator, offered time to rebuild and renew 
hope through Mass, Adoration and Reconciliation.

God, evolution and the power of love was the 
topic explored by Dr Ilia Delio OSF as part of the 
Nga Whaea Atawhai Sisters of Mercy public lecture 
series hosted by Villa Maria College.

Christchurch Interfaith Society meets monthly with 
a recent discussion on Buddhism traditions and an 
opportunity to pray for world peace at the Peace 
Bell in the Botanical Gardens. For more information 
call Bertha Hurley smsm on 355 0959.

Tasting the depths of God was an opportunity to 
learn more about contemplative prayer and the 
teachings of Carmelite saints. Held in November at 
the Carmelite Monastery, the day concluded with 
retreatants meeting with the Sisters.

Lunch with a Steinway was held at St Mary’s 
Pro-Cathedral every Wednesday in November.  
Proceeds from the lunchtime concerts went to the 
CBS Building Fund.

Carmel Campbell former principal of St Albans 
Catholic School enjoyed afternoon tea with Sisters 
of the Holy Faith, past pupils and parents on a 
recent visit from Dublin.

The annual Hazaribag Indian Mission Bake Sale 
was hosted by Holy Trinity Parish, Bryndwr.  
Parishioners enjoyed a market day atmosphere 
with morning tea, raffles and the sale of baked 
goods. This fundraiser support Fr Bernard Donnelly 
SJ and his work in India.

Emotional resilience and a sense of well-being 
were topics at the one-day workshop held at St 
Francis of Assisi Parish, Mairehau. The November 
workshop addressed post-quake issues including 
stress, grief and loss and how to look forward with 
hope.

Theology on tap continued its monthly 
gatherings at Robbies Elmwood, with Fr 
John O’Connor speaking on “being faith 
full beyond the Year of Faith”.  For more 
information on this group contact Tim on 
022 383 4508 or 353 0705.

Dove Catholic Fellowship for Women 
celebrated 13 years of Dove Fellowship 
in Christchurch with a shared lunch 
and fellowship birthday party.  Find out 

more about Dove at: www.dove.org.nz

Diocesan Mass of Remembrance was celebrated 
at Christ the King Parish, Burnside in October.  This 
Mass was offered for families who have lost a child 
before or at birth. Children’s names were entered 
in the Book of Life. For further information on this 
annual event contact the John Paull II Centre for 
Life phone 351 3227.

Rachel’s Vineyard Retreat was held in November 
for those whose lives have been touched by 
abortion. More information can be found on the 
website www.rachelsvineyard.org.nz

Friendship, music, games and prayer were all part 
of the JAM (Jesus and Me) Camp held at Woodend 
Christian Camp for Years 7 and 8 and organised by 
our Catholic Youth Team.
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Most hospitals no longer provide names of 
Catholic patients to our chaplains. If you or 
a family member are admitted to hospital, 
please advise the chaplain:
Burwood: Fr Kevin Foote 027 750 1008
Christchurch: Sr Mary Hanrahan 364 0640 
(x89554)
Hilmorton: Gloria Magee 027 212 7377
Princess Margaret: Karen Marra 021 114 9463
St George’s: Fr Rick Loughnan 351 9502

CDF Notice of  
Christmas Closure
The Catholic Development Fund office 
will close on Friday 20 December 2013 
at 2pm and will re-open on Monday 6 
January 2014.  CDF Online will also be 
closed during this period.

A visit to the Antarctic is usually re-
served for scientists and environmental-
ists. For the last 55 years, the summer 
season has seen five Catholic priests 
from NZ work as chaplains in support 
of the American Antarctic Programme, 
a ministry undertaken and co-ordinated 
by the Christchurch Diocese.  The Ant-
arctic Programme is based at McMurdo 
Station on Ross Island, just a short 
distance from New Zealand’s Scott Base.  
For some time, Fr Dan Doyle of the Fer-
rymead parish co-ordinated this unusual 
chaplaincy.  Recently, Bishop Jones ap-
pointed Fr Brian Fennessy of Timaru to 
this “cool” position.
  Fr Chris Orr of our Pro-Cathedral was 
fortunate to visit in early 2012.  When Fr 
Dan invited Fr Chris to go, his response 

In the Diocese

Priests 
on Ice

was a characteristic “Definitely, I want 
to go, I’d be crazy to say no.” He was 
keen to “combine being a priest with 
a sense of adventure, a sense of dis-
covering something new”.  So, after a 
medical, the filling in of lots of forms, 
receiving appropriate clothing and a pre-
departure induction, he boarded the c17 
for the five-hour flight to Anarctica.
The plane landed at 4.30 in the morning, 
“But it may as well have been midday 
in summer as it was completely light.  
All the people were wearing red park-
ers.  The transport was a bit different,” 
said Fr Chris, “We bumped along on this 
bus called “Ivan the Terribus.” What 
were his impressions of the town itself? 
“There were lots of buildings, no trees or 
vegetation, it was quite a stark contrast 

to pretty New Zealand.  They call it 
“Mac Town”.
  At the time Fr Chris visited, McMurdo 
station had a population of around 
1200 people, a reasonable number being 
Catholics.  On a Sunday, there would be 
around 30 at Mass.
  How was Fr. Chris received there.  “I 
found people very friendly and welcom-
ing.  I got on particularly well with the 
fire service and airforce.  A lot of them 
were “gearheads”.  They were into cars 
and motorbikes which is a bit of a hobby 
of mine and that was a good way to 
break the ice as well.”
  What sort of people do you find at 
McMurdo? “You find people from every 
occupation except the police.  You could 
be talking to one of the kitchen staff 
and they might have a doctorate.  I 
met one guy from New York who was a 
playwright.  There were people monitor-
ing the weather, a hair-dresser who was 
kept very busy.  It was quite humbling 
in many ways, you never knew who you 
were talking to until you asked a few 
questions.”
  What about Christ’s mission at the 
ends of the earth? “McMurdo has a 
chapel called the Chapel of the Snows.  
The main body of the chapel has an altar 
and a beautiful stain glass window at 
the East end and you can look out onto 
McMurdo sound.  There is a side chapel 
and the Blessed Sacrament is reserved 
there.”
  How does chaplaincy work there? 
“We’re there to provide a listening ear, 
we remind them of Christ’s presence, of 
God’s love, and we’re completely avail-
able to assist them.  I think people really 
appreciate the chaplain being there.  I 
know for the Catholics, they’re able to 
get to Mass, they really value that.
To hear a full interview with Fr Chris, 
listen to “Sounds Catholic”.

New Hospital Chaplain Commissioned
Bishop Barry recently commissioned Gloria Magee as lay pastoral chaplain to Hillmorton Hospital.  
Gloria takes over from Jenny Rooney who recently finished as lay pastoral chaplain.
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Schools

This year saw a new youth group created 
and open to all Catholic secondary stu-
dents at Catholic Cathedral College.  Its 
focus is to have fun and raise funds for 
people in need.  “Not only do they learn 
Gospel values”, said religious education 
teacher Jeremy Cumming, “but how to 
live them out in their daily lives.” Jesus 
is at the centre as youth nights begin 
with the Mass and a shared meal of fish 
‘n’ chips.  The fun side includes ten pin 
bowling through to attending a Crusad-

Facebook Comes to 
Marian College
When the whiteboard is not really 
working and notices are just not read 
...  there is a need to find a new way 
to reach students.  After pondering 
the risks, limitations and possibili-
ties, Marian College recently set up 
a Campus Ministry facebook page.  
They created a virtual community 
for Marian students, their families 
and friends, to connect to the wider 
Catholic community and to celebrate 
their love of Christ and His Bride, the 
Church.  “We wanted a means that 
is “normal/usual/liked” for our girls 
and young women.” said Marian’s 
Pastoral Chaplain, Antje Duda.  “After 
a tentative beginning we now post 
pictures of our liturgies, Masses, 
retreats and special events along with 
prayer intentions.  We connect our 
‘fans’ to Caritas, Pope Francis’s twit-
ter feed and other Catholic schools 
and websites.” enthused Ms Duda.  
“We are seeing increasing numbers 
of ‘views’ and ‘likes’ and we not only 
had our maximum of 1800 views 
after a retreat, but our students talk 
about their “cool” page”.

“Faith and Chips”
ers rugby match.  In Term Four a group 
of Year 9 and 10 students fundraised for 
Caritas by living in a slum for a night, to 
gain some sense of life in countries ex-
periencing material poverty.  “A key goal 
for our group is to attend World Youth 
Day in Krakow, Poland in 2016” said Mr 
Cumming, “so we are able to experience 
being surrounded by over one million 
other young Catholics in one place.” 
For more about “Faith And Chips”, find 
them on Facebook at “CCC Youth”.

Christianity in Action
Senior pupils of Catholic 
Cathedral College sup-
ported Kids Can, through 
a “Super Heroes Day” last 
term. The “Super Heroes” 
theme recognised Kids Can 
and the amazing support 
they give to more than 80 
primary and secondary 
schools in New Zealand, 
providing footwear, food 
and clothing to students in 
need. The College raises 
money every term for a key 
charity in the community 
and are considering who 
they would like to help next.
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Catholic people, Catholic thought, Catholic action, Catholic 
prayer, Catholic music on air.  Sounds Catholic is heard twice 
every Sunday — midday and 10.00pm on Plains FM, 96.9.  
On-line www.chch.catholic.org.nz/radio

White Collar Workers Needed for those thinking 
about the priesthood.  This group meets the first Tuesday of 
the month, 7.30-9.00pm, 88 Idris Road, Bryndwr.  For further 
information phone Fr Chris Orr 377 5610.

CYT Pilgrimage Hearts Aflame 2014 applications 
are now open.  Hearts Aflame runs from Friday 3 January 
to Sunday 12 January in Marton.  Pilgrims receive a large 
discount off registration and all travel is included.  Go to: 
www.cyt.org.nz for full details.

Life Up Your Hearts is the Australian National Liturgy 
Conference, 15-18 January 2014.  Hosted by the Diocese of 
Wollongong, the conference marks the 50th anniversary of 
Vatican II’s Constitution on Sacred Liturgy.  It will explore 
and celebrate Vatican II’s vision for “full, conscious and active 
participation” living the mission in prayer and worship.  
Follow the link on the Events Calendar of the Diocesan 
website: www.chch.catholic.org.nz/?sid=3742 or find full 
details at www.liftupyourhearts.com.au

P.A.T.H.S.  Post Abortion Trauma Healing Service is 
a support group for those struggling after a termination, 
providing a welcoming and safe place to talk.  It can be 
comforting to be with others who have similar experiences 
and can understand and empathise.  The group meets in 
Christchurch on the third Tuesday of the month, from 
10.30am to midday.  For more information phone 0800 728 
470 or email admin@postabortionpaths.org.nz

What’s on?

Faithfest celebrated all  
cultures in the family of 
Christ.


