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E hoa ma, dear friends in Christ. 
The season of Lent is upon us once 
more — the round of the Church’s 
liturgical year has the priceless 
quality of predictability. Each year, 
we are immersed over and over 
again in the mysteries of Christ’s 
life, death and resurrection. Lent 
is the holy time when the Church 
reminds us of the dignity that 
is ours through the fact of our 
Baptism — we are adopted sons 
and daughters of the Father, and 
share in the priesthood of Jesus, the eternal Son of God. The 
Church prepares for the baptism of catechumens, and also 
for the entrance of candidates into full communion with the 
Church. We put our baptism into practice by our penitential 
actions, making reparation for our sins by works of prayer, 
fasting and almsgiving. Lent comes to glorious conclusion by 
the celebration of the death and resurrection of the Lord Jesus, 
in the holy Triduum, the great climax of the liturgical year. 

Issue 96. APRIL 2014

FROM THE EDITORIAL DESK
We trust that your time in the Lenten desert is 
fruitful. Inform Issue 96 features two key events: 
the closing of Somme Street and the Centennial of 
the Little Company of Mary. There are new pages on 
chaplaincy in the diocese and the life of our religious 
communities. The Bishop’s Office provides important 
information regarding the status of earthquake effected 
churches. This issue also offers formation in the faith 
through Bishop Jones’s homiletic contributions on 
some important occasions. It is great to read about the 
quality of our emerging school leaders and some of 
their teachers get a mention as well. The Church may 
give us forty days of Lent but She is generous in giving 
us fifty days of Easter.

In Christ,
Ken Joblin, Interim Editor

Deadline for next issue: Friday 6 June 2014

FROM THE BISHOP

Website messages
The diocesan website: www.chch.catholic.org.nz 
advertises events happening within the diocese. 
As a parish, school, or church group you are welcome to 
advertise events. You can list your event from the link on the 
home page under ‘events’.Hospital contacts

Most hospitals no longer provide names of 
Catholic patients to our chaplains. If there is 
someone from your family going to hospital, 

please advise the chaplain:

Burwood Hospital: Fr Kevin Foote 027 750 1008

Christchurch Hospital: Sr Mary Hanrahan RSM 
364 0640 (ext89554)

Hilmorton Hospital: Gloria Magee 027 212 7377

The Princess Margaret Hospital: Karen Marra  
021 114 9463

St George’s Hospital: Fr Rick Loughnan  
351 9502
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Religious & Community Life

“How good it is when brothers live together in harmony!” 
Words similar to these could have resounded within the 
heart of each of the 145 sisters who gathered together for the 
international retreat of the Sisters of the Beatitudes, held near 
Orleans, France, in February. How good it is when sisters live 
together in harmony – how good it is to gather as members of 
a spiritual family in the Church, to enrich and be enriched by 
one another. The sisters came from all parts of the globe and 
represented just over half the worldwide number of professed 
and temporarily professed sisters of the Community. The 
retreat began on the feast of the Presentation, or Candlemas, 
with the renewal of vows in ten different languages, by the 
light of the newly-blessed candles. 

The three New Zealand based sisters from Leithfield, just 
north of Christchurch (Srs Clare of Assisi, Agnes and Marie-
Jeanne), made the journey to France to join in this important 
event and were joined upon arrival by Sr Therese d’Avila, who 
accompanied them also on a pre-retreat pilgrimage to Lyon, in 
the footsteps of the first Marist missionaries, who consecrated 
themselves for the Oceania mission at the Marian sanctuary 
of Notre Dame de Fourviere on the hillside overlooking the old 
city. The sisters renewed their own consecration to Mary in the 
same chapel, not far from the brass plaque on the sanctuary 
wall commemorating the founding of the Society of Mary in 
1836.

Beatitudes

Vietnamese Religious Sisters 
come to the Diocese

Two religious sisters recently arrived in Christchurch from 
Vietnam; Sister Teresa Nguyen Thi Hong Thien and Sister 
Anna Nguyen Thi Vinh. They belong to the Order of the Lovers 
of the Holy Cross in the Diocese of Vinh. This order has three 
communities and boasts over 1000 sisters. The two sisters are 
from the community of Huong Phuong, Huong Phuong parish. 
There are around 200 sisters in this community and their 
ministry includes teaching, community health, rice planting 
and pastoral work.

The sisters are here to learn English, enabling them to 
undertake further studies. They are living at the John Paul 
II Centre for Life, next to the Bryndwr Church and attend 
language school each day. They are grateful to the Bishop 
and those who have assisted in getting them settled here in 
Christchurch.

“Greater Than the Roar of Mighty Waters” Psalm 92

The brothers of St John grab every opportunity to head into the outdoors. For their prior 
Fr Antoine, the more extreme the sport, the better. Here they celebrate Mass on Leithfield 
Beach with some young people from St. Teresa’s parish, Riccarton.

Sr Thien and Sr Vinh.
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In the Diocese

1 March saw family 
groupers from 
parishes around 
Christchurch and the 
Ashburton parish 
gather at Rimu 
Park Scout Camp 
on the outskirts of 
Christchurch for a 
day of reflection and 
discussion with Fr 
Brian Traynor CP. 
Pertinent for 
everyone are the 
practical aspects of 
our Passionist Family 
Groups such as not 
relying totally on 
electronic forms of 
communications 
within our groups. 
As Pope Francis has 
shown, personal 
contact is still vital 
in this modern age. 
The outdoor chapel 
on site was a fitting 
venue for Mass at the 
end of such a lovely 
fine day.

The Way of the Cross
Central to our observance of Lent is the devotion, the Stations 
of the Cross. It is usually on offer in most parishes on a Friday 
evening to commemorate Our Lord’s crucifixion. It is thought 
that the Way of the Cross was established within a year of 
Christ’s death as pilgrims walked from Jerusalem to Calvary.

A feature of music in our Pro-Cathedral was a free Lenten 
concert, the centrepiece of which was a performance of Liszt’s 
Via Crucis. Composed in 1878-9, Via Crucis is one of the 
many religious choral works which Liszt wrote towards the 
end of his life. It has a direct and austere style and the text 
incorporates Biblical quotations, medieval Latin hymns and 
German chorales. Accompaniment was by piano and organ, 
played by Michael Lawrence and Don Whelan. Each of its 
movements depicts in music the traditional fourteen stations, 
marking Christ’s gruelling journey to the cross.

A striking set of contemporary sculptures was commissioned 
from Christchurch artist Llew Summers to mark the 
Centenary of the Cathedral of the Blessed Sacrament in 2005. 
Although the originals remain in the nave of our damaged 
cathedral, their images were projected onto a screen during 
the musical performance. When Musical Director Don Whelan 
was not playing the organ and taking photos for Inform, he 
was operating the PowerPoint projector.

Liszt’s Via Crucis is offered in the St Mary’s Pro-Cathedral 
every Good Friday at 10.00am. It is beautiful in concert but all 
the more so in the context of prayer.

The Verso L’Alto Catholic Tramping Club of Christchurch climbed 
Mt Isobel, Hanmer on Saturday 15th of March, braving the start 
of the cold weather for an outdoor Mass on the summit then a 
mountain-top picnic.

The Club organises tramps every few months, and have a group 
on Facebook called Verso L’Alto Catholic Tramping Club where 
you can receive notifications of their up-coming adventures. 

Passionist Family Group Day
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For some years now, Catholics and Anglicans 
have entered Lent together in a common service, 
alternating between our churches and led 
together by our respective clergy. This year, the 
two cathedral communities came together in St 
Mary’s Pro-Cathedral. Bishop Matthews offered 
the homily and what follows are some excerpts of 
her Lenten message.

“I don’t think I’m ready 
for Easter said the priest, 
“I think I’m stuck in the 
wilderness of Lent.” That 
sentence was spoken 
three years ago when we 
were still reeling from 
the February earthquake. 
And as we entered into 
Holy Week and prepared 
ourselves for the celebration 
of Easter, more than a few 
of us thought, “It still feels 
more like crucifixion than 
resurrection.” But now, 
three years on, where do we 
find ourselves as we enter 
the pilgrimage of Lent yet 
again.

I have to say that we probably are all to a 
degree, guilty of notorious sin because so many 
many times, we have been taken over by the 
brokenness around us and become “obsessed” 
with re-building a city rather than re-building 
a life to the glory of God. I think we even have 
a little bit in common with those preparing 
for baptism, because I would suggest that we 
need to become a new creation, not in terms of 

edifices or icons, but rather to understand that 
our life in Christ needs to continually die and rise 
again, that we might be full members of Christ’s 
body.

So as I look at the city, not only rocked severely 
by all those earthquakes, but now dampened 
by the worst flooding in a hundred years, I ask 
myself what sort of Lent we might follow, if we 

were to try to become a source 
of healing and health for the 
city. And I go back to the very 
things that those preparing for 
baptism were taught: prayer, 
fasting, almsgiving and acts of 
mercy. Not in a public way, for 
Matthew clearly tells us not to 
go public in the market square, 
but rather in a quiet way, that 
we might undergird this city 
with prayer and love and help 
it imagine itself into something 
that is far more constructive. 
That we might join with others 
in looking forward to a new 
beginning, not because we 
want the best city on earth but 

because we see ourselves as citizens of the city of 
God and inheritors of the Kingdom of Heaven.

So this Lent, as we continue in private, as 
Matthew tells us, to pray, to fast, to give alms 
and to engage in acts of mercy, I invite you to 
remember who you are in Christ (from dust to 
dust) but also from creation to new creation and 
to remember above all that it is in the wounds of 
Christ that we will be made whole.”

In the Diocese

Bishop Matthews Exhorts Catholics and Anglicans to 
“remember who you are in Christ.”
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Cathedral Choir and Orchestra 
sing Mozart’s Requiem for a 
capacity crowd in St.  Mary’s 
Pro-Cathedral

Over the last three years our Diocese 
has been working with engineering 
consultants OPUS in assessing and 
learning to understand the impact the 
earthquakes had on Diocesan property. 
The Diocesan Strategy Committee 
assisted in the formulation of an overall 
plan to look at the number and location 
of churches and schools. While this 
work is on-going, good progress has 
been made.

Numerous meetings took place 
between parish priests and their 
advisors with Diocesan and OPUS 
personnel. These will continue as more 
information is gathered about each 
church.

What is the Diocese’s 
approach to getting churches 
repaired / strengthened?
It is to get all churches assessed and 
a concept plan prepared by OPUS 
Consulting Engineers. A meeting is 
then held with the parish priest and 
his advisors to present and discuss 
Opus’ findings and concept plan. Their 
approval to go to a detailed design is 
then sought. The detailed design will 
provide the most accurate information 
for final decisions to be made.

What percentage NBS (New 
Building Standard) is being 
aimed for?
Buildings that are below 34% NBS 

are considered “earthquake prone”. 
Churches below 34% that have no 
critical structural weakness can remain 
open. Any church below 34% having a 
critical structural weakness has already 
been vacated and cannot be used. The 
Diocese is aiming to have churches at 
67% NBS.

When is our church being 
looked at?
Churches in the greater Christchurch 
area have had varying levels of 
engineering investigations with almost 
all having concept designs prepared 
for repair / strengthening. All of our 
churches outside Christchurch are 
in the same process and are having 
engineering investigations.

How much will the Diocese 
contribute to the cost 
of our church repair or 
strengthening?
The Diocese settled the insurance 
negotiations in 2012. This produced 
a significant pool of money but will 
never be enough to restore / strengthen 
all of our churches. To provide an 
accurate picture of the total amount 
required by the Diocese for the repair 
/ strengthening of our churches the 
process outlined above needs to be 
completed (concept designs and detailed 
designs) for the entire Diocese. A 

Bishop’s Office
Diocesan Earthquake update  

— March 2014
decision on the Cathedral is an integral 
part of the process.

The amount available for each church 
will be affected by: the amount of 
insurance generated from material 
damage caused directly by the 
earthquakes, the cost of strengthening 
the church (primarily a parish expense), 
the existing asset base of the parish 
and the ability for a parish to repay the 
Catholic Development Fund for any loan 
that may be taken out.

What is the timeframe for 
information to be known 
about church repairs?
The Diocese, in collaboration with OPUS 
Consulting Engineers, is approximately 
75% through developing concepts for 
repair / strengthening of our churches.

What is happening with the 
Cathedral?
The Cathedral Management Board has 
requested a number of engineering and 
geotechnical reports which they are 
working through as well as other factors 
such as: how many people will live in 
the central city? What might Barbadoes 
Street look like in the future? What else 
is being developed in the area?

How does the Strategy 
Committee formed by the 
Bishop fit in with churches 
being strengthened?
Late in 2012 a Strategy Committee was 
formed to look at what the Diocese 
might look like in terms of churches 
within the CERA area. A significant 
amount of data was gathered in 
this process. A final report has been 
completed and submitted to the Bishop 
for his consideration.

Where is my Church in the 
process?
The exact situation regarding your 
church is available on the Diocesan 
website www.chch.catholic.org.nz/
earthquake
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Fr Mathew Siji MCBS 
was ordained a priest 
in 2003 and is from 
Kerala, India. He served 
as spiritual director 
and rector of its minor 
seminary and as parish 
vicar for two years in 
Mumbai. He holds 
a Master’s Degree 
in Counselling from 
Martin Luther Christian 
University, Shillong, 
India.

Fr Mathew belongs 
to the Missionary 
Congregation of the 
Blessed Sacrament 
(MCBS), a religious 
order of the Syro-
Malabar Rite. Their 
Missionaries serve in several countries and Fr Mathew is 
the first to be sent to New Zealand. He is assisting Fr Simon 
Eccleton in the Mairehau parish of St Francis of Assisi.

Perpetual Eucharistic Adoration began in our Diocese on 30 
June 2013 at St Gregory’s Chapel, Bishopdale. Nearly 400 
people signed up to adore the Blessed Sacrament every week. 
We aim to have a minimum of two people rostered on for 
every hour of the week. For quite practical reasons, the Church 
requires that it is important to have at least two adorers per 
hour present when Our Lord is exposed on the altar.

Adoring Jesus in the Blessed Sacrament helps people 
grow closer and deeper in their relationship with Him. The 
adoration chapel is an oasis of peace. In the chapel, Jesus 
listens, speaks, heals and grants abundant grace and peace. 
Mother Angelica, Founder of the EWTN Catholic Television 
Network, said “the greatest thing in the world that you can do 
is to encourage others and yourself to participate in perpetual 
adoration of the Blessed Sacrament. It is the real presence of 
Jesus on earth. The blessings that come upon you and your 
family will be phenomenal.”

To sign up for your hour, please contact Matt on 366-9869 or 
moconnell@chch.catholic.org.nz

“The Joy of the Gospel”
A Great Speaker Comes to Town
International speaker Martha Fernandez-Sardina is passionate 
about evangelisation. On 3 May, Martha presents “The Joy 
of the Gospel: The New 
Evangelisation — what it is 
and how we play our part 
in it”. This seminar is for 
those in Parishes, Schools 
and Chaplaincies and all 
who want to share our faith 
with others. Re-discover 
the joy of believing and 
renew your enthusiasm 
for communicating the 
faith. Hear some practical 
ideas for living out the new 
Evangelisation.
Date: Saturday 3 May
Time: 9am to 5pm
Venue: Villa Maria College
Cost: $20 per person
To register, view the website www.chch.catholic.org.nz/martha 
or contact Matt O’Connell, moconnell@chch.catholic.org.nz or 
phone 03-366 9869.

Bishop’s Office
Perpetual Eucharistic Adoration — A wonderful Opportunity

Welcome Fr Mathew Siji
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Waking Up To “The Sound Of Faith”
Listeners to Radio New Zealand’s “Hymns for Sunday Morn-
ing” in the last few weeks, woke up to some very Catholic 
hymns from a Christchurch Catholic choir. It is a mixed voice, 
mixed age group of 14 regular singers directed by blind Church 
musician and Tertiary Chaplaincy Co-ordinator, Ken Joblin. 
Ken was keen for his choir to make a cd recording in the Year 
of Faith, resulting in “The Sound of Faith”. As he directs this 
group as a blind person, he encourages his singers to sing with 
a “blind” understanding. 

The choir sings in a horse-shoe shape to allow for optimum 
consciousness of all parts as well as to their own line. This 

shape fosters reliable pitch and a blended sound.
Ken’s blindness poses some interesting challenges for the 

group as he directs through head movement, facial expres-
sion and arm movement so that his hands are free to read his 
braille music. Indeed, two guest singers on the recording are 
also reading from braille scores.

Along with our Cathedral choir, the Kolbe Singers will 
participate in TVNZ’s May “Praise Be” recording in the new 
Transitional Cathedral. Two specials will go to air on 15 and 22 
June. To find out more about the Kolbe Singers, contact Ken 
on 021-054-2462 or e-mail him at kolbehouse@xtra.co.nz
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Chaplaincy
Bishop Jones Encourages us “to 
do something extra for God.”
Since the Tertiary student Mass has been centred at St. 
Teresa’s Riccarton, the Tertiary Chaplaincy has organised 
an academic Mass to begin and end the year. Bishop Jones 
offers the Academic Commencement Mass and Bishop 
Meeking offers the Academic Concluding Mass. This year, the 
commencement Mass coincided with the first Sunday of Lent. 
The following thoughts come from the Bishop’s homily.

Bishop Jones: “The Church celebrates the first Sunday of 
Lent and tonight we commend the work of the academic 
institutions of the city to the Lord and ask his blessing on that 
very important work.”

The Bishop focussed in part on the first reading from the 
book of Genesis. “We heard about the man and the woman in 
the garden succumbing to temptation, using their freedom to 
decide against God, against their Creator. When the man and 
the woman placed in a garden of delight rebelled against their 
Creator, they decided to eat of the one tree forbidden to them, 
the tree of knowledge of good and evil. Rather than allowing 
God to decide what is good and what is evil, they wanted to do 
it for themselves, to put themselves above their Creator. This 
first rebellion, this first sin and the origin of all others, is the 
wound that besets us still. We have extraordinary examples of 
people deciding that the most terrible things are not terrible at 
all, but the way of Jesus of course, is our way back to holiness 
and goodness.

In Lent, the Church encourages us to take up some work of 
charity and of self-restraint and the humbling of self-will. To 
do something extra for God. The traditional ways of course, 
are just as wonderful for us now as they have always been: 
fasting, prayer and almsgiving. When we do these things 
privately, without anyone else noticing, they sharpen our 
awareness of our relationship with God. To give away some 
of our possessions, some of our money, makes us really think 
about why we are doing it. And to voluntarily experience 
hunger, makes us think, “why am I doing this? And to take 
on an extra work of prayer, makes us think, “why am I doing 
this? And of course, the answer is, for God, that’s why we’re 
doing it, for God. And these three works: prayer, fasting and 
almsgiving, help free us from diversions so that God’s will and 
his purpose for us is allowed to come to the surface.”

Long Serving Prison Volunteers 
Acknowledged

Bishop Barry Jones recently acknowledged the long service 
of Bill McCaw and Vaughan Roughan, two prison volunteers 
who have assisted the Catholic Prison Chaplains. Christchurch 
Women’s Chaplain Mary Kamo said that “the service that 
both Bill and Vaughan have given for over 35 years each has 
been invaluable. Their dedication and the gifts that they 
bring to this ministry have been greatly appreciated, which 
was illustrated by cards given to them by the women from 
Christchurch Prison.”

The Catholic prison chaplaincy is looking for more 
volunteers to be involved with prison ministry. If you would 
like to express interest in this, please contact Mary Kamo by 
phoning 03 388 3116 or emailing mary.kamo@corrections.
govt.nz.

Bishop Barry Jones, Pat Carroll, Nona Foley, 
Bill McCaw, Mary Kamo, Vaughan Roughan.

Y O U T H W O R K E R V A C A N C Y

Catholic Parish Of Greymouth 

12 Month Contract - 20 hours per week. 

The Catholic Parish of Greymouth has an opening for a 

passionate, energetic youth worker and committed Catholic who 

will work with the Catholic Schools and other Catholic youth in 

Greymouth.  This person would empower our youth with 

leadership skills and help them to have a personal relationship 

with our Lord, Jesus Christ. 

Experience in working with youth,  

school years 7-13 would be desirable.   

Some travel around the West Coast  

and Canterbury region will be required. 

For further information please contact ph 03-7685263.

To apply for this postion please send your C.V  

with covering letter and reference details to: 

CATHOLIC PARISH OF GREYMOUTH 

40 High Street      Greymouth 7805 

Applications close on 9 May  2014 

(please indicate if referees are not to be contacted) 
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HAPPENINGS

Sounds Catholic broadcasts online 
and on-air Sundays at noon and 
10pm on Plains FM 96.6.  Recent 
programmes included the Faithfest 
cultural festival and an interview 
with Anne-Marie Pike, international 
president of the Faith and Light Movement.  You 
can find the podcasts of programmes at  
www.chch.catholic.org.nz/radio

The Beatitudes Community, 67 Leithfield Road 
Leithfield, held its first gathering for the year in 
March – public office followed by a pot-luck supper 
and Jewish dancing.  See the website link: http://
www.chch.catholic.org.nz/?sid=1012  for more 
information.

Christchurch Interfaith Society began 2014 with 
a social evening and sharing with people from a 
range of faiths.  For more details about this group 
contact Bertha Hurley SMSM 3550959.
 
Charismatic Youth Mass was celebrated at St 
Gregory’s Church, Bishopdale with music by 
the combined charismatic youth groups and an 
opportunity for individual prayer after Mass.

Our Lady of Perpetual Help Church, St Albans was 
farewelled by current and former parishioners with 
an evening of thanksgiving, celebration and shared 
memories.  The church is due to be demolished in 
the April school holidays.
 
The Little Company of Mary Sisters celebrated 
100 years since the Sisters arrived in Christchurch 
to make the first LCM foundation in New Zealand 
and establish Lewisham, later Calvary Hospital in 
Bealey Avenue.

Reflecting on God’s gift of love in marriage was the 
theme of the 2014 St Valentine’s Day Mass held at 
St Mary’s Pro Cathedral.  

Married couples enjoyed a weekend away together 
at the Methven Resort Hotel to spend time on their 
most precious asset – their relationship.  Hosted by 
Marriage Encounter – 0800 362 686.

“Jesus, the True Vine” (John 15:  1-17) is the Dove 
Catholic Fellowship for Women’s focus this year.  
Recent speakers included Sr Eleanor Capper RSJ 
and Anna Watson.  For more information contact 
Janet Archer, phone 359 4305 or go to www.dove.
org.nz

The Joshua Catholic Men’s Fellowship began 
the year with a reflection from Fr John Adams 
on pilgrimage at St Gregory’s Parish Centre, 
Bishopdale.  All men are welcome – come and 
enjoy teaching, fellowship and prayer.  For more 
information phone Chris on 027 646 4138.

A Memorial Mass was held at Avonhead Cemetery 
in remembrance of the 11 Filipino nurses who 
tragically died during the 22 February 2011 
earthquake.

Congratulations to St Patrick’s Church, Kaiapoi, 
which celebrated its 60th anniversary and Feast 
Day on Saturday 15 March.  

Ecumenical Ash Wednesday liturgy was hosted 
by Bishop Barry at St Mary’s Pro-Cathedral, 
Manchester Street.  Bishop Victoria Matthews 
preached at this liturgy to mark the beginning of 
Lent 2014. 

2014 Lenten Series:  Forgotten Treasures of Faith 
was held at John Paul II Centre for Life, Bryndwr.  
Bishop Basil Meeking led this series of talks – to 
believe in an unbelieving world; hope that does 
not disappoint and love stronger than death in 
preparation for Easter. 
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On 8 March the Little Company of 
Mary (LCM) celebrated 100 years since 
the Sisters came to Aotearoa New 
Zealand and made the first foundation 
in Christchurch. In these pages, we 
celebrate with them and thank Sr 
Helena Kearns for guiding us through 
the day.

“With visiting Sisters from Korea, 
England, Australia and Tonga, 25 
LCM’s were present for the celebration 
which began with Mass in St Mary’s 
Pro-Cathedral. Bishop Barry Jones was 
joined at the altar by Bishop Emeritus 
Basil Meeking and 7 priests; the Church 
was packed with parishioners, LCM 
friends and members of the Greater 
Company of Mary.”

In his homily, Bishop Jones outlined 
the Venerable Mary Potter’s desire for 
Our Lady to be known as “Mother of the 
Church”.

Bishop Jones: “One hundred years 
ago, in the months of January and 
February, four sisters and then, two 
more sisters of the Little Company of 
Mary arrived in Christchurch. They had 
been invited to come by the first bishop 
of the Diocese, John Joseph Grimes, 
of the Society of Mary. He had met the 
Venerable Mary Potter, foundress of the 
Little Company, both in England and in 
Rome. Planning for the venture began 
in 1912 and the approval of Mary Potter 
for this new foundation was the last she 
gave before her death in April 1913.

Mass today offers us the opportunity 
to give praise to God, for his grace at 
work in the life and soul of Mary Potter 
— and to give thanks for the great good 
that the presence the Little Company of 
Mary in our Diocese has been over one 
hundred years. It is important for us 
to remember the opening of Lewisham 
Hospital, in Bealey Avenue, in April 1915 
— in which the Sisters nursed the sick, 
and cared for the dying, according to the 
mission and charism of Mary Potter.

As you know, one of the features of 
the Year of Faith which we observed for 
most of last year was the commissioning 
of an icon for “Mary, Mother of the 
Church.” It is present in the sanctuary 
today after being taken around the 
churches and colleges of the Diocese. 
The title, Mother of the Church, was 

officially and solemnly proclaimed 
at the closing session of the Second 
Vatican Council in 1964 by Pope Paul 
VI. However, as far back as 1876, Mary 
Potter requested the then Pope, Pius IX, 
to confer this title on Our Lady. Mary 
Potter reasoned that Jesus commended 
the whole Church to the maternal care 
of his mother as he hung upon the 
cross and said to Mary and the beloved 
disciple, Woman behold your son” and 
“behold your mother.” Mary Potter 
petitioned two more Popes, Leo XIII and 
Pius X, in the same way.

Mary is Mother of the Church because 
of what the Church is. The Church is not 
a club, or society, or association that has 
been put together by any kind of human 
invention or construction. The Church is 
the work of God. She is the sacrament of 
Jesus, who is truly God and truly man, 
crucified and risen and living now in 
glory. Her unchanging mission is to give 
glory to the Father, with Jesus, and to 
transform human life, and the world, 
with charity which is the gift of the Holy 
Spirit.

Jesus is the gift of the Father to 
every person — and Mary, his mother, 

is the one who gave him his human 
nature so that, in him, we might live in 
communion with God, in this world and 
the next.”

 Sr Helena: “Following Mass 
refreshments were served in the Mary 
Potter Community Centre where guests 
were able to view a display of LCM and 
Mary Potter memorabilia, see a power 
point presentation, listen to speeches by 
Mayor of Christchurch Lianne Dalziel 
and LCM solicitor Michael Shanahan of 
Wellington, sample the centenary cake 
and enjoy the occasion.”

 Mayor, Christchurch Lianne Dalziel: 
“The last time I was here was in 
November 2007 to officially open the 
Mary Potter Community Centre. I 
cannot believe how much time has gone 
by — just over 6 years — and yet so 
much has happened, particularly in the 
last three and a half years.

As I said in 2007, my first contact 
with the Sisters of the Little Company 
of Mary coincides with my first contact 
with the world — I was born in the 
Calvary Maternity Hospital. From those 
early days the changes in our healthcare 
have been significant, but throughout 

Religious & Community Life
Little Company of Mary  
Centenary in Christchurch

Regional Leader Sr Raye Boyle SM 
receives a bouquet of flowers from 
Christchurch Mayor Lianne Dalziel.
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the many trials and triumphs the Sisters 
have never lost sight of the principles 
and values of their founder, Mary 
Potter — love, compassion, dignity, 
respect, service, justice, hospitality and 
stewardship.

They have remained guided by the 
needs of those they serve, and as those 
needs have changed, so too have the 
Sisters adapted. Throughout the last 
100 years, the Little Company of Mary 
has held onto the vision of providing 
compassionate care for those most in 
need. I quoted this from Mary Potter’s 
writings at the opening of this centre 

and I believe the words are fitting for 
today as well. They seem even more 
appropriate in light of what the city has 
been through: “Let us meet bravely the 
battle of life, and live cheerful lives of 
labour and love.”

In 1988 the Holy Father, Pope John 
Paul II declared Mary Potter venerable 
with the decree:

“It has been made evident that the 
servant of god, Mary Potter, Foundress 
of the Little Company of Mary, practised 
in a heroic decree the theological virtues 
of faith, hope and charity towards God 
and towards her neighbours as well as 
the cardinal virtues of prudence, justice, 
temperance and fortitude and those 
connected. Beyond doubt.” It is beyond 
doubt that the presence of the Little 
Company of Mary in Christchurch over 

the past 100 years has seen those virtues 
embedded within our community.”

“And for this, it is my pleasure to 
offer the gratitude of the city to the 
Little Company of Mary Sisters on the 
occasion of your centenary, marking the 
first arrival of the Sisters in 1914.”

Sr Helena has the last word: “As 
we, Little Company of Mary Sisters 
throughout the world and in particular 
in NZ and Tonga reflect on the last 100 
years, we pray with grateful hearts for 
the early Sisters whose unswerving 
faith and commitment established 
the LCM in our country. To our many 
friends, benefactors, doctors, staff past 
and present we remember you all with 
prayerful gratitude. From the Venerable 
Mary Potter: “Let us thank God for the 
past, let us trust him for the future.”

Srs Fatafehi Taufa, Mary Scanlon, and 
Gertruda Youn cut the cake with Regional 
Leader Sr Raye Boyle.
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In the Diocese
“We need to befriend Mystery”
In this article, we meet Anne-Marie Pike. She has been 
involved in the Faith and Light community movement here 
in Christchurch for 25 years. Last year, Anne-Marie was 
elected President of the Board of Directors of Faith and Light 
International. She has just come back from France, having 
chaired her first meeting of the Board and participating in 
a retreat led by Faith and Light founder, Jean Vanier. Anne-
Marie became part of Faith and Light in Christchurch after 
hearing Jean Vanier talk about people with intellectual 

disability and the gift they have to offer us. Her son John has 
Down syndrome “so”, she explains “We are part of Faith and 
Light as a family.”

I asked Anne-Marie to speak a little about Jean Vanier. She 
explained “He is a French Canadian who wished to show 
that people with intellectual disability don’t just need to be 
helped. They actually have something to offer to society and 
particularly to the Church.”

Pregnancy 
Centre
0508 Here 4 U
If you meet someone 
who is pregnant and 
worried and possibly 
considering abortion 
we are happy for you 
to refer them to us. 
Our service is free and confidential. We are able to provide 
practical assistance and support for women.
At present we are experiencing a high demand for practi-
cal assistance. If you are able to donate cots, bassinets, 
prams and clothing in good condition please give us a call.
Give Carmel or Sandra a call today 3513227.

Encourage Support Group
Do you have a loved one with same-sex attraction or gen-
der insecurity? Allow us to support you. ENCOURAGE is 
a Catholic support ministry for families. Contact Maria@
jp2.org.nz at the John Paul II Centre for Life for the next 
monthly meeting. All welcome.

I asked Anne-Marie about the availability of tests to screen 
for Down syndrome. She responded “I would encourage people 
to think very carefully before they go with the abortion of a 
child. I say that of course as a Catholic, but I don’t say that just 
because I’m a Catholic but because I know the richness that 
child will bring to the world. It will be a different richness but 
it will be a real one. Most parents who go with the pregnancy 
will tell you that their lives are transformed, they meet people 
they never would have met, their life goes differently and there 
are difficulties of course, but there are difficulties with any 
child. Each unique individual has their ups and their downs 
and as parents you go along with those.”

“My passion is helping people understand that people with 
a disability are crucial to the well-being of our world, I’m 
absolutely convinced of that. And I think if we could eliminate 
every person with a disability and have a very up-market, 
competent society, I don’t think it would have any soul, I don’t 
think it would have any compassion and in fact I think we’d 
all be robots.”

Anne-Marie insightfully observes “I think we need to 
befriend mystery again. Since the enlightenment, we are 
so scientifically oriented that we have to control everything 
and we can’t control everything. If we can somehow become 
familiar with and comfortable with mystery, that there are 
some things beyond us that we just accept and go with, I think 
our world would be healthier. Perfection is not a good thing to 
aim for, but wholeness is. God meets us in our imperfection, 
in the gap between who we are and who we could be. If we 
were perfect we would not need God and in my experience, we 
definitely need God.”

To hear more, check out “Sounds Catholic 
online: www.chch.catholic.org.nz/radio

The Pike family: Roger, John and Anne-Marie.
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I was stationed in the Antarctic at 
the American base from 28 December 
till 24 January. Although the actual 
number of Mass attendees is small, the 
pastoral work on the base is fruitful. 
The large number of military personnel 
in particular are used to the presence 
of chaplains and there exists a good 
relationship between the visiting 
priests from Christchurch and the base 
personnel.

At a personal level, I found the natural 
environment there stunningly beautiful. 
The 24hr a day sunshine takes some 
getting used to but it does allow plenty 
of opportunity to explore the local 
environment and enjoy the spectacular 
views which are all around.

It was good also to be part of the 
long heritage the Christchurch Diocese 
has with the Antarctic program. It was 
especially good to note that the late Fr 
Gerry Creagh has been honoured by the 
naming of a nearby glacier after him as 
has the late Fr John Coleman, who has 
a small peak north-east of Mt Erebus 
named after him.

From our Pro-Cathedral Choir and 
Orchestra: Preparations are underway 
for travel during June / July 2015 to 
Ireland, England and Scotland, those 
interested in travel as performers or 
supporters are invited to make contact.

The cathedral musicians maintain an 
extensive repertoire of Masses and motets, 
sung each Sunday at the 10.30 a.m. 
Solemn Choral Mass. New members 
are welcome to the 7.30 pm Wednesday 
evening rehearsal at Christchurch Boys’ 
High School. Sight reading ability is 
expected. A number of vacancies exist 
for choral leaders within the group, 
who enjoy unique opportunities to 
perform solo roles in significant Mass 
and motet settings with the orchestra 
and choir. Leadership awards, and other 
scholarships, worth up to $2000 per 
year, are available to suitable applicants. 
Those interested are invited to contact 
the CBS Musical Director, Don Whelan, 
phone 358-5873.

On the first Sunday of Lent, Bishops throughout 
the world celebrate the Rite of Election 
(for those not yet baptised) and the Call to 
Continuing Conversion (for those baptised in 
another Christian tradition who are preparing 
to be received into the Church). The journey 
unfolds through a series of rites, this celebration 
being the second of the Rites for those seeking 
communion in the Church.

Bishop Barry is pictured above with those 
from our Diocese, preparing for initiation into 
the Church. Candidates for the Rite of Election 
came from the parishes of Hokitika, Rangiora, 

Fr John Adams at the airbase at McMurdo 
with Mt Erebus in the background.

A Priest on Ice
Fr John Adams reflects on his 
recent visit to the Antarctic.

Choir & Orchestra 
UK/Ireland Trip

Papanui, 
Riccarton and 
Sockburn. 

Photo right: 
Those seeking 
Christian 
initiation are 
invited by the 
Bishop to inscribe their name in the Book of the 
Elect, signifying their desire for Baptism. With 
her godparent’s hand upon her shoulder, Debbie 
van Beek from Hokitika writes her name in the 
Book of the Elect. 
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The Church designed for St Albans was 
described by Architect Peter Kent as be-
ing of a Romansque style. It was built in 
1952 and constructed with brick on both 
interior and exterior walls. The tower 
and belfry were not on the original plans 
but were added when the Church was 
nearing completion. Bill and Robinette 

Mehalski were present at the first Mass 
of the parish in the Church, and Peggi 
di Somma and Eileen Horan, were early 
parishioners — all still in the parish. In 
2005, the Church was given a wel-
come facelift by Architect Peter Kent. 
As a result of the 2010 earthquake, the 
tower was significantly damaged and 

The Somme Street Church
Sr Marietta Parsons Remembers . . .

Some of the original Cantabile Singers L to R:  Brigid 
Sullivan, Elizabeth Steel, Marie Landis, Lyn Gibbons, 
Mary Dudson, Christine Sparrow,  Robinette Melhalski, 
Gillian Palmer, and Mary Columbus.

had to be demolished to reduce risk to 
anyone. Then the February and June 
earthquakes damaged the brickwork on 
the south wall and panels in the ceiling 
fell down. The Church was assessed by 
OPUS engineers and found to be earth-
quake prone, having a strength of less 
than 33% (the minimum is now 67%), 
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so we had to face the sad news that 
our beloved Church building would be 
demolished.

On Friday 14 March, a Thanksgiving 
and Farewell Service was held at Our 
Lady of Perpetual Help Church. A warm 
welcome was given by Anne Talaska 
and Michael Campbell, Chairpersons 
of the Parish Council. It was a glorious 
autumn evening and with Bishop Barry, 
Fr Rick Loughnan, parish priest, Fr Jack 
O’Connor, previous parish priest, a large 
crowd of past and present parishioners, 
including many of the present school 

ing, with pianist Jennifer Leahy. After 
Bishop Barry gave his final prayer and 
blessing, we sang a hymn to Mary — Ka 
Waiata ki a Maria. The evening came to 
an end over the “traditional” cup of tea 
which was a regular weekly occurrence 
after the Sunday morning Mass. Sadly, 
the next event will be the demolition of 
our beloved Church just after Easter, but 
we still have our many happy memories.

Sr Marietta Parsons and Sr Bertha Hurley, 
Pastoral Workers — Somme Street, St Albans, 
and now in the new parish of Holy Trinity, 
Bryndwr.

The two parish chairpersons Anne Talaska 
and Michael Campbell, Fr Rick Loughnan, 
Principal of St Albans Catholic School 
Annette Sjoberg, and Bishop Barry Jones.

staff and school children, came along, to 
thank God for all the blessings that fam-
ilies had received throughout the years. 
Two past students of St Albans Catholic 
School, Katie Ryan and Emma McClean, 
shared their early memories of the 
Church, the Masses and other spiritual 
events. Dick and Brigid Sullivan shared 
their memories on both the Church 
building and the Church community 
over the years, and then Johanna van 

Zuylen read out her own poem which 
included all the parish priests from 60 
years ago, and continued down to the 
present day. All these talks were very 
interesting and much appreciated. After 
the Sign of Peace, a few members of the 
long since disbanded Cantabile Singers 
led us in the singing of the Irish Bless-

Highlights taken from a speech 
given by Somme Street Parishioner, 
Brigid Sullivan:

“I want to share a few memories of 
mine of this parish community.

“Our parish had a love of music and 
singing with some very talented musi-
cians in our midst. We had great congre-
gational singing from plain chant and 
Latin motets to charismatic clapping 
music. When Fr Power was Parish Priest 

we made a radio broadcast of the Mass 
with congregational singing.

“One of the special groups that 
evolved from our love of singing was 
The Somme St Singers who changed 
their name to the Cantabile Singers 
after we were introduced as some Street 
Singers at a celebration for Fr Cahill in 

Papanui. The group started in the mid 
1970’s with Lois Clausen (now Luisa 
Shannahan) as our conductor and 
Margaret Foley and sometimes Erina 
Wood as accompanists. We gave regular 
concerts and radio broadcasts, and had 
music specially written for us by several 
composers. We disbanded in the late 
eighties.

“In the early days when we had 18 
women from the parish in the group 
we had 100 children between us. Our 
husbands and children were our great-
est fans and would help arrange the 
concerts which were held in the Rugby 
St Methodist Church which is now 
demolished. Our husbands all knew 
they needed to be home on a Wednesday 
night to babysit for our practises — I 
think they were all a bit afraid of Lois 
so we very rarely missed a practise. We 

had regular pot luck dinner nights at 
each other’s homes which also helped 
build our community and we all enjoyed 
great support when our new babies were 
born. We wore a specially designed out-
fit and had a large size dress which used 
to get passed around to anyone who was 
pregnant.

“We always had a cup of tea after 
Mass (outside and in all weathers) and 
the hour we spent outside catching up 
with families was an important part of 
our community life. It was through this 
that we built a very strong community 
spirit and we supported each other in 
times of need e.g. meals and cakes ar-
rived when we had a new baby and at 
other stressful times.

“We had great social gatherings both 
through the PTA and Parish Council. 
Children were often included and many 
will remember the occasion in the Cran-
ford Street St Matthews Hall when we 
had a Barn Dance with hay bales scat-
tered around. Some people got bad hay 
fever especially Gary M and because we 
were all laughing and having so much 
fun the “caller” for the Barn Dance left 
early saying he was unable to get any 
control as no one would listen and fol-
low his instructions — but we all had a 
great night especially the children. We 
also had some very memorable dress-up 
social nights.

“I just want to thank all those won-
derful families who showed us such love 
and support over the years and I am 
sure I speak on behalf of many others 
here present.”
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Two years ago, students of St 
Bernadette’s School in Hornby moved 
at very short notice out of earthquake-
damaged classrooms to marquees on 
their field while temporary repairs were 
made. Two weeks later, they moved 
back. Last year, they moved again: 
this time into relocatable classrooms 
on the field. Their main block was 
stripped back to its framing, bricks and 
concrete roofing tiles were removed and 
strengthening work carried out.
In February, Episcopal Vicar for 
Education Fr John Adams blessed 
the new classroom block and local 

A dedication to achieve resulted 
in former Marian College student, 
Ana Avia-O’Connor receiving two 
Outstanding Scholarships in recent 
NCEA results. Ana dedicated herself to 
many extra hours of study and tuition 
in the hope of achieving scholarships 
in her two chosen subjects, Art History 
and English. Scholarships are awarded 
annually to the top 3% of students 
nationally. To hear that she had received 
Outstanding Scholarships placing her 
in the top 0.35% of students “was such 
a great surprise,” said Ana. “I found it 
really hard to believe.”

“English has always been a favourite 
subject, but my teachers showed me 
different ways of looking at things and 
that had a big impact on my learning.” 
said Ana. Art History also quickly 
became a favourite subject for Ana in 
2013. She attributes this to a mix of “a 
passionate teacher, the course content 
and sitting next to my close friend in 
class who was also really good at it.”

Her commitment to excellence was 
recognised previously when Ana was 
named top Pasifika student at NCEA 
Level 2 for Christchurch and Ashburton.

Ana has just commenced a B.Com 
majoring in Accounting at the University 
of Canterbury, and says she is looking 
forward to her next challenge ahead.

Ana’s Scholarships 
Outstanding

Hornby Students 
Finally “Get Off  
the Grass”

MP Megan Woods assisted by two 
students cut the re-opening ribbon. “We 
are so proud that throughout all the 
environmental changes and ongoing 
building work, the education of the 
children was maintained to an excellent 
standard.” said school principal, 
Josephine Smith. “The classrooms are 
now dynamic and modern learning 
spaces and we are so pleased with 
how fantastic they look.” she said. “It 
is a great example of people working 
together for the community and the 
children.”
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Schools

A Rich Religious Lineage
Not every school benefits from the grace of two religious 
charisms. Catholic Cathedral College in central Christchurch 
stands on the shoulders of two French religious orders: the 
Marist Brothers and the Sisters of Our Lady of the Missions. 
This college encourages its students to “live by faith” and 
discover the presence of God by serving each other.

Recently, the Marist Brothers gathered leaders from New 
Zealand’s Marist schools at Auckland’s Sacred Heart College 
for a special “Marist Student Leaders Forum”. Students were 
encouraged to follow Marcellin Champagnat to bring the 
goodness of Jesus to people on the margins of society. They 
stayed on the marae at Hato Petera College and challenged 
each other in difficult tasks and thoughtful seminars. “We 
are confident that our student leaders will live by faith and 
proclaim the Good News of the Gospel through their actions 
and service in 2014.” observed College principal, Tony Shaw.

Catholic School Gardens:  
Award Winners

Two of our Catholic schools 
distinguished themselves at this 
year’s Ellerslie International 
Flower Show. Our Lady of 
Perpetual Help School (OLPH) 
St Albans and St James’ School, 
Aranui caught the eye of judges. 
OLPH received the silver and 
merit awards for lighting and St 
James gained a Bronze award in 
the Schools Section. OLPH school 
principal Annette Sjoberg, said that 
“The planning and preparation 

of our school exhibit is due to the enthusiastic leadership of 
Nicky Ryan-Yates, our wonderful Learning Support Worker 
and school gardener, her Garden Club members and our 
parent community.”

St James school principal Jo Barlow congratulated 9 year 
old twins Amelia and Bridgetta Coyle who won the “Kids Can 
Cook” competition at the show. “Our students worked very 
hard with the support of many in our families and community 
to develop their Samoan Garden, Afio Mai I Samoa.” She 
said. “It has been a great learning experience for the children 
as they took turns to present 
their garden through song, 
dance and talking to the 
visitors at Ellerslie. We were all 
delighted with Sesilia Faletoi 
and Presgott Ah-Dar who won 
second prize after expertly 
cooking their lettuce and lamb 
wraps, presented on woven flax 
plates, tying in with the theme 
from the garden.”

“Do I Really Have 
to Read to the 
Class?”
Did you have a fear of reading aloud 
to your school class? On 5 March, Our 
Lady of the Assumption (OLA) School 
in Hoon Hay joined their local state 
primary school to celebrate “World 
Read Aloud Day”. These schools are 
committed to reading programmes 
that promote, enhance and expose 
children to the importance of reading 
and the enjoyment it provides. 
These two schools combined, total 
680 students. Senior OLA students 
read aloud to younger children from 
both schools, celebrating words and 
the power of story, showing how a 
community of readers can connect. 
For more about World Read Aloud 
Day, go to Litworld.org.
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Simon Derwahl is German, arriving 
in Christchurch in 2011, just before 
the February quake. He then moved to 
Palmerston North. Simon began his time 
at Catholic Cathedral College (CCC) as a 
Year 11 student in 2012. He has always 
been fully involved in a range of school 
activities, particularly in music. Simon 
is the oldest of four boys, three of whom 
are current CCC pupils. The family 
attends St Peter’s Parish, Beckenham. 
In 2015 Simon will undertake voluntary 
work in Germany before starting 
university in 2016. He plans to study 
Music, Biology and Maths.

Sharmagne Dela Cruz emigrated from 
the Philippines in 2008 and attended 
Sacred Heart School in Addington. After 
starting CCC in 2010 as a Year 9 student, 
Sharmagne has been an excellent 
role model for her peers and younger 
students. She currently has a brother in 
Year 11. Next year Sharmagne plans to 
study Accountancy at the University of 
Canterbury.

Both students are passionate about 
their College and the family atmosphere 
that is so special here. They want to 
focus on our motto “to live by faith” and 
encourage all students to reflect on how 
we can serve others in our community.

Schools: Head Students

As Head Girl of Marian College, Tessa 
Donaldson plans to build on Marian’s 
social justice ethos by starting a 
community service group. “I really 
believe in the servant leader philosophy 
that puts the needs of others first 
and empowers people to develop and 
achieve,” says Tessa. She goes on to say 
“fantastic” teachers at Marian have 
been inspirational to her to be the best 
she can be. “They go the extra mile to 
get to know and help you. We are a 
small school, more like a family where 
everyone has each other’s back”.

The increased involvement of girls 
in the special Catholic character has 
also been embraced by Tessa. “The girls 
love playing their part in liturgies and 
Masses — it’s a huge part of who we are 
at Marian and it’s great that it is given 
so much importance at the college.”

Jared Monk is a young man who 
proudly lives his faith. He is an 
Extraordinary Minister of Holy 
Communion and leads full school and 
small group prayer. A boarder at St 
Bede’s since 2010, Jared is the first 
Head Boy boarder since 2004 and the 
first Head Boy from the West Coast 
since 1993. Two of his goals are to 
build on old College traditions while 
creating new ones. Jared hopes to help 
grow relationships with students and 
staff so that everyone can experience 
what it means to be a Catholic, to be 
“Bedean”. Jared has represented the 
College and Canterbury locally and 
nationally in athletics and cross country. 
He has a passion for Rugby Union and 
League, playing for both the College and 
his local team back home. He is also 
involved in different drama and cultural 
groups at St Bede’s.

Marian College

Catholic Cathedral 
College

St Bede’s College
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“My name is Georgia Davison. I want 
to be a positive role model for younger 
students and inspire them to one day 
take on a leadership role. My goal is 
to increase interaction between senior 
and junior students within House, 
sports and lunch-time activities. I 
will also concentrate on the Special 
Character of John Paul II High School 
within the student body and further 
develop the 3C’s — Consideration, 
Co-operation, Commitment — along 
with Manaakitanga. I am hoping to 
leave a positive mark on our school 
community.”

“My name is Cody Fairhall. One of 
my main objectives for this year is to 
make sure the younger Year 9 students 
feel comfortable while at our school 
and encourage them to try new things 
outside their comfort zone.”

“My name is Georgia Harding and I 
am excited and honoured to be the first 
Deputy Head Girl of John Paul II High 
School. I want to inspire our students 
to give everything a go from joining the 
basketball team to trying out for the 
maths teams or even just participating 
in a fun lunchtime game of rugby or 
badminton. Our school is a small school 
and my main goal is to make our school 
feel like one big family.”

My name is Riley Coleman and I am 
Deputy Head student. I will embrace 
this challenge by helping the students 
here to succeed and have a proper 
chance at high school so they can be 
prepared to take on life after school a 
more educated and confident adult, 
having learnt from their experience 
at this Special Character school. I am 
looking forward to working with the 

rest of the team too and help this school 
to keep evolving and producing young 
adults that can change the world.”

Back Row L to R: 
Head Boy Cody 
Fairhall, Deputy 
Head Boy Riley 
Coleman, Deputy 
Head Girl Georgia 
Harding. Front Row 
L to R:  BOT Rep 
Eilish Ramsden, 
Head Girl Georgia 
Davison.”

Tom Anderson began Roncalli as a year 
9 student from St Joseph’s primary 
school, Timaru. He is a keen sportsman, 
having represented the school in rugby, 
touch, cricket, tennis, cross country 
and table tennis. He is also the captain 
of the Senior A basketball team and 
coaches the junior A year 9 and 10 boys. 
He plans to use his role as Head Boy to 
talk to and get to know everyone at the 
school, making them all feel welcomed 
and included, “creating one big happy 
family”.

“We are all pencils in the palm of 
God’s hand, and this year we will let 
him write”, says Chante Cooper, also 
from St Joseph’s primary school Timaru. 
From South Africa, Chante realises 
“the bigger picture and makes the most 
of all the opportunity’s given to us in 
our beautiful country.” She is named 
the “fitness freak” of her hockey team, 
adores dancing, participates in choir, 
Hillary Award, plays the piano and 
the flute, and is looking forward to 
choreographing the school production 
this year.

Mikayla Wieblitz: “Villa Maria is a place 
that I am extremely proud to belong to. 
I have been very involved in many sports 
including volleyball, tennis, touch, 
hockey and the main one, football. I’ve 
found that sport is a great way to gain 
confidence in so many areas of life, as 
well as making friends and pushing 
yourself to the limit, which helps you 
learn some very valuable life lessons.

“I have been greatly supported by 
the staff and wider College community 
to achieve my goals in and outside 
of school. My vision for this year is 
to encourage our girls to grasp every 
opportunity that comes their way. I will 
strive to be a friend to each Villa girl and 
help them through the challenges and 
struggles they may face in the tough 
years that high school can bring. Lastly, I 
aspire to guide the younger year groups 
in their journey of faith.”

Villa Maria College

John Paul II High School

Roncalli College

Website messages
The diocesan website: www.chch.
catholic.org.nz advertises events 
happening within the diocese. 
As a parish, school, or church group 
you are welcome to advertise events. 
You can list your event from the link on 
the home page under ‘events’.



��  INFORM APRIL 2014

Around the Parishes

Addington Celebrates Pastoral 
Award

Recently, parish priest Fr John 
Craddock SM presented his 
pastoral worker Joan Carroll with 
her diploma in Pastoral Ministry. 
“Joan works tirelessly on behalf 
of the parish community and 
showed great commitment 
and perseverance despite the 
setbacks we had all experienced 
in Christchurch over the past few 
years.”

Enrol for your diploma course 
by check out www.catholic.org.
nz/tci or contact Charles Shaw 
at the Catholic Education Office, 
03-353 0751.

Liturgical 
Restoration 
in Methven
On 22nd February Our 
Lady of the Snows church 
in Methven marked the 
third anniversary of the 
Canterbury quake with 
the installation of a new 
marble lectern. It was 
blessed by their assistant 
priest, Fr Joselito 
Quinones and matches 
the altar, replacing a 
wooden lectern.

All the Fun of the Fair
Have you visited the parish of St Francis of Assisi in Mairehau 
recently? On Waitangi Day, you would have encountered 
their second LIFE AND FOOD FESTIVAL, (PLFF). Around a 
thousand came together to sample the diversity of food and 
parish life. On offer was a delicious smorgasbord of foods 
from Vietnam, Korea, the Philippines, Malawi, Brazil, South 
Africa, India, Samoa, Holland and New Zealand, all of which 
was prepared by parishioners. Children were offered pony 
rides, had fun on the bouncy castle and a lolly scramble while 
others indulged in Devonshire tea in the coolness of the 
Jubilee Garden with Uncle Boyle’s Jazz Triplet to entertain. 
The annual pavlova competition was hotly contested and the 
entries then enjoyed by many. A variety of stalls promoting 
life in the parish: Marriage Preparation, Saint Vincent de Paul, 
Men’s Group, Catholics Returning Home, Perpetual Adoration, 
Right to Life, Catholic Women’s League and Mission Circle/
Games group reflected other aspects of parish spirit. This 
celebration was made possible through the generosity of 
parishioners and a grant from the Bishop’s Earthquake 
Recovery Fund.
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Appreciation
Pope Recognises Local 
Businessman
In a ceremony held at 
St John of God Hauora 
Trust in March, the Papal 
Cross of Honour — “Pro 
Ecclesia et Pontifice”, was 
awarded to Christchurch 
businessman Garry 
Donnithorne. The medal 
is granted by the Pope 
for distinguished service 
to the Church. Among 
other governance roles 
in Catholic organisations, 
Mr Donnithorne had 
served as Chairperson 
of the St John of God 
Hauora Trust Board. This 
medal of recognition was 
established by Pope Leo 
XIII on 17 July 1888.

Congratulations — 50 Years of 
Faithful Service
Sr Bertha Hurley is 
a Missionary Sister 
of the Society of 
Mary. (SMSM).
She celebrated her 
golden jubilee of 
religious profession 
on the Feast of 
the Immaculate 
Conception: 8 
December, 2013. 
Along with serving 
the Church in 
Samoa, Fiji, and 
New Zealand, Sr 
Bertha is currently 
a pastoral worker 
in the parish of 
the Holy Trinity, 
Bryndwr.

What’s on?

The G.I.F.T. Weekend. Give your marriage the ‘gift’ of 
a weekend.  A relaxing time-out for couples to look 
at all aspects of their marriages – living Faith-fully, 
communication, priorities, sexuality. The emphasis is on 
‘couple-time’ and rediscovering the gift of each other. 
Six sessions commencing Friday evening and concluding 
Sunday afternoon. 23-25 May $400 per couple. You are 
welcome to pay it off over 5 months.
Presented by John and Celia Kennedy
For more information contact john@jp2.org.nz or 
3513225

Celebration for the Canonisation for John Paul 
II. Please join us May 4th 2pm for a short liturgy and 
blessing of expectant mothers and families followed by 
celebration cake. All welcome at 88 Idris Road Bryndwr
We have Pope John Paul II prayer cards in memory of his 
canonisation for sale for 50cents. Call us if you would 
like one. For more information contact john@jp2.org.nz 
or 3513225

Candlelight Prayer vigil Calling all prayer warriors. 
Join us for an overnight prayer vigil for family life. 16/17 
May beginning for Mass 7:30pm and ending with Mass 

at 7:30am and praying throughout the night. Holy Trinity 
Parish hall corner of Jefferies and Idris Roads.
For more information call Cathy 3555241.

Rosary House Programme:
Lenten Programme: ‘Knowing Ourselves’ Fr Roderick 
Milne SM Based on Reflections from John’s Gospel 
Thursday 20th March, 27th March, 3rd April, 10th April 
2pm - 3.30pm.
Venue Rosary House 22 Gracefield Avenue.  Cost $10

Lenten Retreat - Reflections for Holy Week:
Entering the Evolving Mystery of Christ’s Death and 
Resurrection Joy Ryan Bloore Jungian Analyst Fri 11th 
April 7pm - 9pm Sat 12th April 9.30am - 4.30pm
Venue Mary Potter Community Centre 442 Durham St Nth.  
Cost $60 or according to means
Dreams and the Creation of Consciousness:  Allan 
Bloore Jungian Analyst
Sat 24th May 9.45am - 4.00pm.  Venue Mary Potter 
Community Centre.  Cost $50 or according to means.
‘Abiding’ in the Gospel According to John: Kathleen 
Rushton RSM
Thursday 5th, 12th, 19th June 5.30 - 6.45pm. Venue Rosary 
House Cost $20 per session.
Prayer Day - An Introduction to the Spiritual Genius 
of St Ignatius Fr John Adams
Sat 28th June 10am - 3pm.  Mary Potter Community 
Centre. Cost $20
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Catholic people, Catholic thought, Catho-
lic action, Catholic prayer, Catholic music 
on air. Sounds Catholic is heard twice 
every Sunday - midday and 10.00pm on Plains FM, 96.9. On-
line www.chch.catholic.org.nz/radio

White collar workers needed for those thinking about 
the priesthood.  This group meets the first Tuesday of the 
month, 7.30-9.00pm, 88 Idris Road, Bryndwr.  For further 
information phone Fr Chris Orr 377 5610

National Catholic Charismatic Conference will be 
held at Blue Skies, Kaiapoi from Thursday 1 May – Sunday 
4 May.  Seminars include “Discerning your Vocation” and 
“Praise and Workshop”.  Registration is essential as numbers 
and accommodation are limited.  Contact Rosalie Matthews on 
366 9869 or go to www.chch.catholic.org.nz/ccr

The journey of “The Way of the Cross” with Llew 
Summers’ Stations of the Cross accompanied by Bernadette 
Hall’s reflections is a vivid and inspiring book.  It contains 
images of each of the 14 Cathedral stations, reflections and a 
brief history of the Cathedral.  $25.00 (plus $2.50 postage and 
handling), email receptionists@chch.catholic.org.nz or phone 
366 9869.

P.A.T.H.S – Post Abortion Trauma Healing Service is a sup-
port group for those struggling after a termination of preg-
nancy.  The group provides a welcoming and safe place to talk 
and meets in Christchurch on the third Tuesday of the month, 
from 10.30am to midday.  For more information phone 0800 
728 470 or email admin@postabortionpaths.org.nz

Apostleship of the Sea provides Christian support and 
facilities for seafarers.  It is being re-established in Lyttelton 
with a new building and a new committee.  Sensitive and 
supportive people are required to staff the new facilities on a 
roster basis.  Applicants who have retired from working at a 
port, or on the sea or people from the Philippines are particu-
larly welcome.  Full training will be given.  Contact the local 
chaplain, Father Dan Doyle phone 384 1600.

National Youth Conference-INTIMACY AND MISSION
We are having our first national CCR Youth Conference here 
in Christchurch! If you would like to deepen your personal re-
lationship with Christ and learn how to experience the power 
of the Holy Spirit and His gifts in your life come along to this 
Youth Conference run in conjunction with the National Catho-
lic Charismatic Renewal Conference. Main speaker Fr Ken 
Barker MGL. May 2nd 7pm to May 4th lunchtime at Blueskies 
Conference Centre. Cost $95 with food and accommodation 
$45 without. Go to our webpage http://www.chch.catholic.org.
nz/ccr  to get a registration form or Contact Rosalie Matthews 
phone 3669869 or email catholic.ccr.chch@gmail.com

Healing Rally with Fr John Rea SM. In the scriptures 
people brought their friends and family to Jesus to be healed, 
we can do this too! Please come and bring someone you know 
who needs the healing love of Jesus in their lives. This is a 
practical way to be part of the Catholic Church’s call to the 
New Evangelisation, when we come to Jesus for healing we 
are opening ourselves to knowing him in a deeper and more 
personal way and help others to do likewise. Saturday May 
3rd, St Joseph’s School Hall, Vagues Road, Papanui 7pm. A 
collection will be taken to cover costs.

What’s on? Little Company of Mary sisters celebrating their 
centennial in Christchurch.


