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NGA MIHI NUI FROM THE EDITORIAL DESK
Much has happened in the Diocese since I last wrote to you. Inform Issue 97 
covers the period from Holy Week, through Eastertide and into Ordinary Time.

Firstly, you will see there is no greeting and message from our bishop. 
This is because I asked him to make his homilies available from the Chrism 
Mass and the Easter Triduum in our Pro-Cathedral. They are a rich source 
of Catholic thought and I encourage you to read them and pray with them. 
Other features of this edition include Maryfest, Eucharistic Adoration in our 
Diocese and the May visit of American evangelist Martha Fernandez-Sardina. 
We also highlight good news from our schools and parishes and there is much 
encouragement to be drawn from the enthusiastic commitment of our young 
adults to their faith. We continue to feature the gift of religious life. We also 
show an interest in machinery as we mark the movement of buildings around 
the Diocese.

Many thanks to all who sent in articles and graphics for our consideration 
in this issue. We welcome concise stories and eye-catching pictures. Please be 
aware that you can advertise your events on the Diocesan website.

As we enter the bleak mid-winter, I wish you every blessing you discover 
more about who Christ is and who you are in Him.
In Christ,
Ken Joblin, Interim Editor • Zachary Ashley, Interim Sub-Editor
Deadline for next issue: Friday 29 August 2014

Website messages
The diocesan website: www.chch.catholic.org.nz advertises events happening 
within the diocese. As a parish, school, or church group you are welcome to advertise 
events. You can list your event from the link on the home page under ‘events’.

Anne-Marie Pike 
Receives Diploma
Sr Eleanor Capper RSJ with Papanui parishioner 
Ann-Marie Pike after Father John Adams 
presented her with her Diploma in Religious 
Education for Pastoral Ministry.

To enroll for your diploma course, check out 
catholic.org.nz/tci or contact Charles Shaw at 
the Catholic Education Office, 03-353 0751, 
cshaw@chch.catholic.org.nz

Mercy Sisters 
Celebrate Jubilees
On Saturday 10th May the Sisters 
of Mercy gathered to pray in 
thanksgiving and to celebrate the 
jubilees of religious profession for the 
following sisters (from left to right): 
Sr. Pauline O’Regan (70th), Sr. Anne 
McLaughlin (50th), Sr. Thecla Pearce 
(75th), Sr. Maryanne Cahill (50th), 
Sr. Marie Fitzgerald (60th) and Sr. 
Margaret Bellamy (60th). We thank 
them for the wonderful contribution 
they have made within this diocese 
living the charism of Mercy in the 
many and diverse ministries they 
have been involved with. Messages 
can be sent to: office@mercy.org.nz 
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Around theParishes
St Teresa’s Elevates the Organ 

to the Lofty Heights
As part of its earthquake strengthening plan, the month of May 
saw St Teresa’s Riccarton move its organ (formerly of Holy 
Name Seminary) up into the choir loft. This was quite a logistical 
operation. The arm of the Spyder Crane extended to a height of 
7 meters with the organ console strapped and hanging from its 
end. Brother Johannes Pio CSJ, his own brother Michela, and 
Michael Harcourt place the console in its correct position.

Many Enter Petersgate
1996 saw the establishment of Petersgate, an affordable, 
professional counselling service at 29 Yaldhurst Road. This 
ecumenical initiative receives ongoing financial support from 
parishioners of Our Lady of Victories Church as it is in the 
Sockburn Parish.

Petersgate is now one of the busiest counselling agencies 
in Christchurch. With a team of more than 20 counsellors, 
it conducts around 7000 counselling sessions per year. Two 
generous grants from the Christchurch Diocesan Earthquake 
Recovery Fund are allowing Petersgate to provide free 
counselling for many people dealing with earthquake-related 
issues. Volunteers from contributing churches run the agency’s 
office and serve on the Petersgate Trust Board.

For more, go to: petersgate.org.nz.

OLV parishioners 
Helen McDermott 
and Louise van 
den Tillaart 
“on duty” at 
Petersgate.
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RCIA at St Gregory’s, 
Bishopdale
The Rite of Christian Initiation of Adults 
(RCIA) is the Church’s preferred way for 
people to enter into full Communion in 
the Body of Christ. Here are testimonies 
from Kim and AJ, who were received 
into the Church through the RCIA at St 
Gregory’s.

“The RCIA has taken me on a very 
special and unexpected journey. I 
thoroughly enjoyed the classes and 
learnt more about my faith than I could 
ever imagine. I truly feel part of a very 
welcoming family and am so grateful 
for the experience. The Easter Vigil is 
something that I will never forget and it 
all came together for me then.”

Kim
“I recently embarked on a journey: 

or at least that is what I thought I was 
doing. I thought I had made a decision 
to take my faith to the next level. I have 
always believed in God even though 
I have not always gone to Church. I 
have always prayed, mostly in times of 
need and strife, but I have not always 
given thanks to the Lord. I started going 
to Mass regularly with my wife and 
her family, and I noticed something 
changing. I started enjoying the time I 
was spending in Church and I wanted 
more of it. I wanted to become closer 
to Jesus. I talked to Fr Denis and we 
started meeting on a Saturday and 
preparing for RCIA. I remember the 
first meeting well. I remember it mostly 
because that is where I learnt and 
realised that it was not me at all that 
had made the decision to embark on 
my journey of faith. It was not me alone 
that had felt compelled to join RCIA and 

Mairehau Church on the Move
Visitors to the Mairehau Parish of St Francis of Assisi will know that its hall is currently being used as 
the church. This follows the demolition of Our Lady of Fatima Church in January. Indeed, the hall was 
the first building on the site and was used as a church for many years before Our Lady of Fatima was 
built. In late April, the hall was moved to the front of the site to make way for the new parish school 
and church. Parishioners are now back in their newly sited “temporary” home.

grow closer to God. It was God Himself 
who had given me this life, and had 
brought me to this place!

RCIA has been amazing. A small 
group of people have come together 
through vastly different backgrounds 
and life experiences, who met for a 
common purpose. We have learnt 
together, prayed together, shared 

ourselves and grown under the guidance 
of Fr John Adams, Sister Raylene Dwyer 
RSM, Fr Sammichael and of course the 
Holy Spirit.

AJ (a parishioner of the Rangiora 
parish)

Marianne Daly is our Diocesan Advisor 
for RCIA. Contact Marianne at mdaly@
chch.catholic.org.nz or on 353-0758.



�  INFORM JULY 2014

Cathedral Choir and Orchestra 
sing Mozart’s Requiem for a 
capacity crowd in St.  Mary’s 
Pro-Cathedral

In the Diocese

In May, Matt O’Connell addressed a gathering at the JPII 
Centre, celebrating newly canonised Saint John Paul II.

“Like many others here I suspect, I attended Mass at 
Lancaster Park in Nov 1986 as a 13 year old boy. But I didn’t 
really ‘meet’ Pope John Paul until I returned to the fuller 
practice of the faith. In 2001 when I was part of a Young 
Adults group led by Fr Rick Loughnan we started studying 
“Novo Millennio Inuente” the Pope’s letter at the conclusion 
of the great Jubilee year. I was really moved by this letter; his 
call to holiness, his challenge to put out into the deep and his 
hope and vision for the Church in the new millennium.

This led me to delve more into what he had written and 
spoken. I started with his World Youth Day messages and talks 
and I found these to be profound, powerful, challenging and 
just what I needed to hear at that time of my life.

Over the following years I continued to read what he said 
and wrote. I always found his talks and writings to be so 

In early May, an intrepid team of 
eight couples involved in parish-
based pre-marriage education, made 
their way from Christchurch and 
Greymouth to attend the biennial 
marriage training weekend, this 
time hosted by the Hamilton 
Diocese. They were accompanied 
by Fr Simon Eccleton, Episcopal 
Vicar for Marriage in Christchurch 
Diocese.

“Over the weekend we prayed 
together, celebrated Mass, reflected 
on what makes for healthy marriage 
as Jesus Christ intends it, and were 
given some new tools for assisting 
our young couples who come to us 
for marriage preparation.” said Fr 
Simon. 

profound, so accessible, so clear and full of the truth — I 
guess that is one of the amazing things about him — he didn’t 
pander to people — he told people (including the young) the 
truth about themselves and the world. Of course we are here 
today at this centre 
named for him in 
part because of his 
profound writings 
on the Theology of 
the Body and the 
Gospel of Life.

For me he was 
truly a man who 
strove for holiness 
and opened wide 
the doors of his 
heart to Christ as he quoted at the start of his pontificate.  He 
inspired me to follow Christ more closely and to give my whole 
life to Jesus.  I had the great grace to pray at his tomb in 2005 
in Rome. As a canonised saint we pray that he will continue to 
intercede for all the work this centre does and for the youth of 
the world.”

 From St. John Paul: “God indeed is a very gentle, but also a 
very demanding, friend. When we encounter him, we can no 
longer live as though we had not encountered him. We must 
follow him, not along the ways that we have decided to travel, 
but along the ways that he has marked out for us. We give him 
just a piece of our life, and little by little we come to realise 
that he is asking for all of it”.

For more on the work of the JPII Centre, contact Clare Bell 
on 351-3225 or clare@jp2.org.nz.

National  
Marriage Training 
Weekend

“As important as the work sessions 
were,” He said, “it was also good to 
relax together and be refreshed in our 
respective vocations. Happy and healthy 

marriages are a blessing for families 
and for our society.” Fr Simon said. 
“We return with renewed energy for 
this important work in our parishes.”

Saint John Paul II kisses the ground on arrival 
in Auckland.

“He inspired me to follow Christ more closely
and to give my whole life to Jesus.”
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Earthquake Update

Significant work continues on our churches with 
a number of meetings held with parish advisors. 
A common question being asked from parishes 
is, “How much will we be allocated from the 
Earthquake settlement for the repair of our 
church?”

At this stage the Diocese has the detailed 
design and estimated cost for the repair and 
strengthening of most of our churches. Some 
progress to note:
Burwood: the church was recently demolished.
Kaiapoi: repair and strengthening work to begin 
in July school holidays.
Mairehau: a project control group established 
for the Mairehau site — including the church 
and school, to develop a needs assessment for 
the new church.
Papanui: Bishop’s permission to demolish the 
church granted and a project control group to 
be formed to develop needs assessment for 
the new church.
St Albans: the church was recently 
demolished.
St Mary’s Pro-Cathedral: Heating and lighting upgrade 
planned for the church. A project control group is being set 
up to implement the Bishop’s approved plan to have on site 
a Catholic Shop, Choral Facilities and an Administrative 
office with landscaping and car parking. The budget for this 
significant project is $1.3 million.
Templeton: Bishop’s permission granted to sell.

The Cathedral Management Board still in the process 
of assembling information about the building and site. A 
recommendation to be made in due course.

The Strategic Committee Report was discussed by the 
Council of Priests and the Diocesan Management and Finance 
Board as part of the consultative process which the Bishop is 
obliged to follow. Their recommendations were accepted.

Information about the Diocese’s strategy and process and an 
update about each church in the Diocese can be found at chch.
catholic.org.nz/equpdate.

Earthquake Recovery Update
More Than 150 Projects have Received Funding

Our Diocesan Earthquake Recovery Fund continues to 
receive applications for earthquake related projects. There 
is still money remaining in the fund so if you have an idea 
for a project that helps people, builds resilience, or helps 
communities, schools, or parishes recover from the effects of 
the earthquakes, contact Earthquake Recovery Coordinator, 
Matt O’Connell on 03 366 9869 or moconnell@chch.catholic.
org.nz. Full details of all projects funded are at chch.catholic.
org.nz/eqrecovery.

The proposed plan for the office 
complex at the Pro-CathedralParish Church 

Update
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Religious

Our Carmel Welcomes  
New Sisters
In late April, the Carmelite Sisters welcomed Sr Maria 
Immaculata and Sr Marie Angeline from St Joseph’s Carmel 
in Ho Chi Minh City, Vietnam. “For a year we had been 
communicating with this Carmel which has a large number 
of Sisters.” said Sr Dorothea. (St Therese desired to go to this 
Carmel — in Saigon as it was called then - just after it was 
founded.) “The Sisters are learning English at Wilkinson’s 
English Language School and have already made good friends 
here.” She said. “They join our postulant, Sr Catherine, from 
Dunedin, who has helped them to settle in. They are quickly 
learning about cold weather, cattle, and kiwi food! We are 
thankful for these generous Sisters, enriching our community 
with their prayerfulness, quiet dignity, enthusiasm and ready 
smiles.” said Sr Dorothea.

A large statue of St Joseph was originally placed in the grounds of what 
was Calvary Hospital until 1979. Joseph watched over the mothers and 
babes in the Maternity Department for many years until the Hospital was 
sold to Southern Cross. This was a huge upheaval for all concerned in-
cluding St Joseph, who had to be re-located to the Convent garden where 
he faithfully endured all weathers including 2 heavy snow storms and the 
demolition of the large LCM Convent. (During the latter process, he was 
observed wearing a hard hat courtesy of the workmen!)

Now its happened again but we have not here a lasting city. St Joseph 
knows this only too well for he’s now had to make way for new flats to 
be built on the Durham St site. He was gently lifted by crane to his new 
spot in the garden adjacent to the Mary Potter Centre, where he looks 
contented to be in his new home. He can now observe all the comings 
and goings.

St Joseph pray for us.
– Sr Helena Kearns LCM

From left to right: Sr Thien, Sr Marie Angeline OCD, Msgr Brendan Daly, 
Sr Maria Immaculata OCD and Sr Vinh.

St Joseph on the 
Move “again!”
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How many of us are able to attend the annual Chrism Mass in 
Holy Week? It is a great opportunity to give thanks to Christ 
for his ministerial priesthood, and to pray for our priests. 
We witness our priests renew their ordination promises, and 
the Holy Oils are distributed to parish representatives. These 
paragraphs are taken from Bishop Jones’ homily at this year’s 
Chrism Mass in our Pro-Cathedral.

In a few moments, the priests gathered here will renew the 
promises which they made on the day of their ordination.

They will affirm their resolve to be united to Jesus, to be 
faithful stewards of the mysteries of God and to be faithful 
to their sacred office of teaching and to follow Christ, the 
Head and Shepherd of the Church. In these resolutions, the 
essential features of the priesthood are captured.

The first essential for any priest is that he be united with 
Jesus. Jesus is the source of all priesthood in the Church. 
Because he is true God and true man, the Word made flesh, he 
is the bond between the human family and God — he is High 
Priest and the one mediator between God and humanity, the 
fulfilment of Jacob’s ladder in the Old Testament, the link and 
path between heaven and earth. The gospel tonight reminded 
us that as Jesus taught in the synagogue, “all eyes were fixed 
on him.” Every priest must keep eyes fixed on Jesus, because 
he is to minister in his name, and through his power.

The second essential feature of the priesthood is that of 
being a faithful steward of the mysteries of God, especially 
the Holy Eucharist and the other liturgical rites. The Holy 
Eucharist and the sacraments bring us, in every time and 
place, the redemption that Jesus has one for us. It is through 
the celebration of the sacraments that the Holy Spirit pours 
out on God’s people the grace and blessings that Christ has 
won for us.

The priest is only a steward. The sacraments do not belong 
to him, they are given to the Church... the priest is to celebrate 
them faithfully — with deep faith and devotion, and with a 
generous and unselfish service of his people.

The third essential is that of being faithful in his sacred 
ministry of teaching. The faith of the Church is the faith of 
the apostles, handed on from one generation to the next; and 
every priest and bishop is a member of the apostolic succession 
which guarantees the identity of the Church in every age. As 
ministers of Christ the Teacher, the priest must avoid using the 
authority of his office to expound his own opinions, but must 
always be a teacher of the Church’s faith.

The life and the work of every priest is to lead the people of 
God to Jesus — in spite of sins and every kind of imperfection, 
Jesus enables every priest to do this... priests are the means 
whom Jesus uses to bring you to him…

Chrism Mass at St Mary’s
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Holy Thursday
In a few moments, we will witness the washing of the feet 
of some parishioners. To witness a minister of the Church, 
Pope, bishop or priest, washing the feet of some parishioners, 
is to witness something uncommon and deliberately thought 
provoking. It reminds us graphically of what Jesus did at 
the last supper, when someone had to wash the feet of those 
attending the banquet — quite literally, their feet needed 
washing. Instead of leaving it to a servant, Jesus did it.

We know that Peter objected — we heard what he said, 
and we heard the reply of Jesus “If I do not wash you, you 
can have nothing in common with me.” This foot washing 
by Jesus is not something optional, it is not an unimportant 
extra. This action of Jesus washing the feet of his apostles, 
puts before us the mystery of Jesus, and the mystery of his 
saving work; Jesus removes the garments of his glory and 
girds himself with the towel of humanity and becomes a 
slave. He washes the dirty feet of his disciples — in this way, 
he makes them capable of participating in the divine meal to 
which He invites them.

All through our lives, Jesus comes to purify us, to wash us 
with his word, and forgive our sins. The power of his death 
and resurrection enable us to be transformed by the gift of 
the Holy Spirit, so that we can wash one another’s feet, as 
He asks us to do. This we do when we live with charity and 
love in our hearts and humbly serve one another as Jesus has 
shown us. Just as his work freed us from sin and brought us 
the forgiveness and mercy of the Father, so too we must bring 
mercy and forgiveness to our brothers and sisters.

“Where true charity is dwelling, God is present there. So, 
when we are gathered all together, let us strive to keep our 
minds free from division; may there be an end to malice, strife 
and quarrels, and let Christ our God be dwelling among us.” 
(Chant and antiphon 1, Holy Thursday.) 

Good Friday
There is a beautiful sentence in the Catechism of the Catholic 
Church which I want you to hear. It refers to the death of 
Jesus; “He knew and loved us all when he offered his life”.
Each of us is precious to God, who has called us into being and 
continues to hold us in existence. This preciousness to God of 
each of us is part of the teaching of Jesus, who told us that 
not a hair falls from our head without our Father knowing; 
and that not a sparrow falls to the ground either, without 
his knowing — and we are worth more than hundreds of 
sparrows. Jesus knew and loved us all, one by one, when he 
offered his life.
Instead of dying with despair and hatred in his heart, Jesus 
transformed his terrible death into something beautiful.  

He died praying. He knew and loved us all when he offered  
his life.

Easter Vigil and Sunday
“Are you are Christian?” The recent national census set out to 
measure the number of Christians in New Zealand by putting 
this question on the census paper.
 To be a Christian, you must believe that Jesus is alive — you 
must believe that you and Jesus are living in an unbreakable 
relationship. In other words, that Jesus has risen from the 
dead. It is no small thing that we claim when we confess to be 
Christians.

The gospels show us Jesus calling dead persons back to 
life. We think of Lazarus, the daughter of Jairus and the son 
of the widow of Naim. Through his word, Jesus called them 
back to life again, back to the life which they had lost. One 
day, however, they would all die again. They had truly died. 
Through his power as God, Jesus resuscitated them. He gave 
them back their old life — he restored them to what they had 
known.

The resurrection of Jesus is not like that. The empty tomb 
and the appearances of Jesus to his disciples make it clear 
that he had entered into a new way of being, and new kind 
of existence. In his risen body, Jesus passes from the state of 
death to another life, beyond time and space. Jesus comes to 
show himself to his disciples repeatedly. He wants to be in 
their company so that he can re-build their faith in him. He 
speaks with them, shows them his wounded hands and feet 
and side, he allows them to touch him, and he eats with them. 
He shows them, and us too, that the Church is the company of 
disciples, each one in relation to him.

The Easter Triduum, while three services 
form the one liturgy, as the Paschal 
Mystery is set before us. 
In the following paragraphs, our Bishop 
outlays the elements specific to each.
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In the Diocese

It was the first time that the annual 
conference for the Catholic Charismatic 
Renewal (CCR) combined a youth 
conference with an adult conference in 
one venue. Blue Skies, Kaiapoi, proved 
ideal for the occasion.

A lot was packed into this weekend. 
Thursday, 1 May, was a Vocations Day for 
single people, sponsored by Fr Chris Orr, 
Vocations Director for the Christchurch 
Diocese. He was ably supported by 
Sisters from the Beatitudes, and the 
main speaker for the conference, Fr Ken 
Barker of the Missionaries of God’s Love 
(MGL), a charismatic order established 
in Australia. They were joined by 
Catholic Cathedral College old boy newly 
ordained Fr Chris Eaton MGL and two 
religious sisters. Friday was a teaching 
day on Praise and Worship by Vision 
College, Chch, and the Diocesan Catholic 
Youth Team music group. They provided 
a “hands on” workshop on how to lead 

people in song and music to honour God.
The national conference began on 

Friday evening as the Catholic Youth 
Team music group gathered us all 
together in lively, anointed music giving 
praise and worship of God.

On Saturday, Fr Ken Barker gave talks 
on “Intimacy and Mission”. During 
these sessions, Fr Ken delivered a strong 
message on Intimacy with the Father 
and then led a session explaining how 
Intimacy Leads to Mission. He spoke 
personally and with humour of his 
struggles and how they were overcome. 
The day concluded with a rally in true 
charismatic style.

With the main talks completed, 
Sunday was more about the work of the 
Catholic Charismatic Renewal. After 
welcoming out-of-towners and our 
Australian cousins to “the land of the 
Crusaders” Bishop Barry Jones expressed 
his personal joy at our assembly before 

Lunch With A Hybrid 
Organ

Don Whelan plays the hybrid organ, with Daniel 
Cooper smiting the bongos, during Douglas Mews 
senior’s Gigue De Pan at the first of 6 organ 
lunchtime concerts in St Mary’s Pro-Cathedral.

Catholic Charismatic Renewal
2014 National Conference

celebrating the concluding Mass. It was 
a fitting way to finish a very fruitful 
annual conference.

Barry Matthews
Treasurer
CCR Diocesan Service Group

Closing Mass [L-R] Bp Barry, Fr Chris Eaton MGL, 
Fr Merv McGettigan, Fr Jack O’Connor,  
Fr Ken Barker MGL

Fr Ken Barker MGL

Healing Rally
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The annual May procession or 
“Maryfest” took place at Our Lady of 
Victories, Sockburn on the last Sunday in 
May. Organised by the Sons of the Most 
Holy Redeemer and led by Bishop Jones, 
the festival began with the procession 
itself through the Church grounds. 
An array of banners crafted of velvet 
and gold thread were carried out into 
the street and around the back of the 
church, while a number of traditional 
hymns were sung. The procession was 
joined by the clergy, including the 
Bishop, and a retinue of servers. The 
statue used in the procession was not 
the one which turned around in the 
February quake, but a similar one from 
the Sons. It was a cold day and the 
bearers of banners battled well against 
the strong wind and rain.

 Following this admirable effort, the 
company returned to the church for the 
crowning of the statue, where a young 
girl was lifted by her father to reach 
the plinth. Recitation of the Glorious 
Mysteries of the Rosary followed before 
the Blessed Sacrament, reminding us 
of Our Lady’s words at the Wedding 
of Cana: “Do whatever he tells you”. 
After Benediction and a final hymn, a 
period of fellowship followed. We were 
a company of believers brought together 
joyfully under the cloak of Mary.

Julian Vesty
Kolbe House

Maryfest 2014

In March, Australia Anti-Euthanasia cam-
paigner Paul Russell came to Christchurch 
to awaken us to the dangers of impending 
legislation to make euthanasia legal in New 
Zealand. In April, our Catholic Commission 
on Justice and Peace (CCJP) formed a sub-
group to coordinate consciousness-raising 
in the Catholic community. Now is the time 
to become informed on Church teaching and 
to approach your local MP to find out where 
they stand on the issue, and let them know 
where you stand. Over the next few weeks, 
you will hear more about the issues involved 
from speakers in your parishes.

To find out more, visit www.euthanasiade-
bate.org.nz, call Ken Joblin at Kolbe House 
348-8882, or email enquiries to him at 
kolbehouse@xtra.co.nz.
You can also visit Paul Russell’s Blog blog.
www.noeuthanasia.org.au, or the NZ Catholic 
Bioethics Centre at www.nathaniel.org.
nz/euthanasia.

Be informed  
on the prospect of  
Euthanasia in  
New Zealand

Paul Russell



��  INFORM JULY 2014

Eucharistic Adoration

The new monstrance now in use at the adoration chapel was 
considered for purchase well before the perpetual adoration 
project began. Here is its story.

Adoration had become a central part of my own personal 
faith in my fifth year as a seminarian. I had found myself in 
something of a crisis of faith at that time and I felt unable to 
move either forward or backward in my journey. I seemed to 
be trapped in a prayer life in which, although searching for 
God, I spent most of my time in frustrating ‘conversations’ 
with myself. Hence my vocation was on the rocks, I was 
listless and unmotivated about the pastoral tasks asked of me 
and spiritually I was desolate. I was considering ditching the 

seminary and getting a ‘real’ job. I was stuck and unhappy.
Then someone said to me, had I considered the ‘vertical’ 

instead of endlessly trying to find a way forward, or seeking 
to re-capture the past. “Why not consider daily adoration?” 
this person suggested. As her words came in through my 
ears, I knew that this was the answer. I started the very 
next morning, and 12 years later, I still try to have a time of 
adoration every day.

Fast forward 10 years, and I found myself in Lourdes, 
France, as the spiritual director for a group of New Zealand 
pilgrims. There is a liturgical supplies shop there, not far from 
the St Joseph’s Gate child- and I wandered into that shop one 
day in search of a monstrance that would hold a large host, 
and so be suitable for a big church. And there it was, sitting in 
the front window - exactly what I was looking for. However, 
Lourdes was right at the beginning of this pilgrimage, and 
I was sure that along the way, I would find another similar 
monstrance. So, although I really liked it, I decided not to buy 
it. Anyway, at 980 euros, I didn’t have the money.

For the following three years I regretted that decision. 
Although on the rest of that pilgrimage I went from shop to 
shop in some of the great pilgrimage sites of Europe, I did not 
see another large monstrance that I considered suitable. I had 
missed my opportunity.

Three years later, for my tenth anniversary of ordination, 
Bishop Barry granted me some sabbatical time. For part of that 

The Story of the New Monstrance
Fr John Adams
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30 June marked the first anniversary of 
Perpetual Adoration in our Diocese - a 
WONDERFUL gift. In his homily at last 
December’s Mass for Adorers, Bishop 
Jones said “It is an extraordinary grace that 
perpetual adoration has been started, and has 
continued. All day and all night, people come 
to the chapel to be with Jesus, sometimes in 
quite large numbers. It is very moving to leave 
the city for days, or weeks even, and to come 
back, and find that the adoration continues on 
and that the adorers keep coming faithfully. 
“I tell you nowhere in Israel have I found faith 
like this — and I tell you that many will come 
from east and west to take their places with 
Abraham and Isaac and Jacob in the feast of 
the kingdom of heaven (cf Matthew: 8: 5-11).”

It is inspiring to hear what people say about 
their Adoration experience. One adorer 
observes: “Adoration for me has been a time 

time, I met up with my fellow ordinands, Frs Gerard Boyce 
and Nicholas Dillon, and we travelled to the area around Lyon, 
in France, to visit the places from which the early pioneers of 
Catholicism in New Zealand had come. While there, we also 
visited Lourdes, and I wandered one day to the St Joseph’s 
gate. Then a thought came into my mind. “I wonder if that 
monstrance is still there.” I walked down to the shop and 
there it was, sitting in the front window as it had been three 
years earlier. I called over my two priest friends and we went 
into the shop and asked for a closer look. They liked it, and 
knowing that I had already received a couple of generous 
pledges before I left New Zealand. 

I purchased the monstrance then and there. Miraculously 
my credit card withstood the scrutiny, and the lady in the 
shop began to wrap the monstrance with layers of bubble 
wrap. But then there was a problem. I still had three months 
of travel before me, including two weeks in northern Spain, 
another pilgrimage, this time following the life of St Paul, and 

Eucharistic Adoration
a 30 day retreat in Sydney. Should I trust the postal system 
from France? (and spend another 258 euros!), or endeavour 
to carry the monstrance with me for the next three months. 
I chose the latter. I sent 8 kgs of clothes, books and shoes 
home by mail, and wrapped the monstrance in my remaining 
clothes and put it in the bottom of my suitcase. And there 
it remained for the next three months travelling with me to 
Loyola, Avila, Burgos, Toledo, Valencia, Barcelona, Montserrat, 
Andorra, Toulouse, Istanbul, Gallipoli, Troy, Alexandra Troas, 
Assos, Ephesus, Corinth, Philippi, Patmos, Rhodos, Crete, 
Thessaloniki, Athens, Medjugorje, Rome (for the weekend that 
Pope Francis consecrated the world to Mary), to Sydney and 
then finally home to Christchurch. 

A little miracle, my suitcase weighed 28 kgs - but I was 
never charged a cent in excess luggage. So there it is, sitting 
now in the little chapel at St Gregory’s. Surely no monstrance 
has travelled so extensively. I believe it is a worthy repository 
for the Risen Christ.

Perpetual  
Eucharistic Adoration  

— One Year On
of drawing closer to Our Lord in a completely 
different way from anything else I have 
experienced. It has been direct, intense and 
very personal, to the extent of finding myself 
often unaware of other adorers. Jesus says to 
me “This is where I want you”. I can’t explain 
it any other way”.

From a second adorer: “To commit myself 
to spend one hour a week in the presence 
of Jesus was one of the best commitments I 
have made of recent times. A time of stillness, 
contemplation, peace and reflection has made 
a difference to my life. I have grown more in 
my closeness to Jesus. I feel more at peace 
in my life”.

You are most welcome to come to the 
chapel at St Gregory’s Cotswold Ave at any 
time. To sign up for an hour a week go to 
chch.catholic.org.nz/perpetualadoration or 
contact Matt O’Connell on 03 366 9869.
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T he Joy of the Gospel

The first weekend of May saw 
American Catholic Lay Woman Martha 
Fernandez-Sardina visit our Diocese. 
In two presentations, she spoke about 
“The Joy of the Gospel and the New 
Evangelisation.” Martha really helped 
us “re-discover the joy of believing and 
the enthusiasm for communicating the 
faith”. Read on for some key thoughts 
from her Saturday 
presentation at Villa 
Maria College.

Martha asks the 
question “Who 
am I?” and “Who 
is Jesus Christ.?” 
“We need to know 
the answer to both to effectively 
communicate the Gospel to others. 
Who am I in the eyes of God. Why did 
He create you? What did He have in 
mind? What does He still have in mind? 
What do you think of yourself? Because, 
to the degree that we have a right 
understanding of who we are, we will 
act out the plan of God. To the degree 
that we have a mis-conception of who 
we are, we will act out according to that. 
It is good that each one of us exists. 
Every day we should celebrate our birth, 
the fact that we were created out of love, 
for love’ by love. That God thought us 
into existence out of sheer love to enjoy 
His love for all eternity. That is at the 
heart of sharing the faith with others. 
God so, So, SO loved the world, that He 
gave His only begotten Son, gave Him 
in the crib, gave Him on the cross, gives 
Him on the altar.”

How can we love others? “You are 
precious in God’s eyes, and He loves you. 

Every single person 
God puts in our 
circle of influence is 
precious in His eyes 
and He loves them. 
He wishes to use us 
as messengers of love. How? By the way 
we learn and love the faith, by the way 
we live and give the faith to others.”

Who is Jesus 
Christ? “It is 
important to know 
not only who I am, 
but who Christ is. 
He Himself has 
told us. In fact, He 
got crucified for 

the claims He made. During this Easter 
Season, we are filled with these readings 
that remind us who He said that He 
is.” Martha sites the “I am” sayings of 
Christ in St John’s Gospel as proof of 
who Christ is: “I am the bread of Life, I 
am the resurrection and the life.”

Do we know God? “The God of the 
universe, who created us in love, for 
love and out of love: that God wants to 
have a personal relationship with each 
one of us. That’s at the heart of what it 
means to learn and love, live and give 
the faith. That is the God we are talking 
about when we speak about the joy of 
the Gospel, the joy of being a Christian. 
Who is Christ to you and have you come 
to know Him in this personal, life-
giving, life-changing manner, in a way 
that would make you cry out like Mary 
Magdalen, like John, “It is the Lord!”

What does Pope Francis say about 
the new evangelisation? Martha 
quoted these words: “The secret of 

Christian living is love. Only love fills 
the empty spaces caused by evil. Each 
one of us longs for love, for truth, for 
life and Jesus is all of these things 
in abundance.” He goes on to say 
“Evangelising means very personal 
witness to the love of God.”

But how can “I” evangelise? “You only 
need to be a person who has come to 
faith and who can bring others to faith. 
Not anyone who is better than, not 
anyone who is superior to, just a nobody 

who wishes to tell everybody 
that there is somebody who can 
save anybody!.”

Below are the links for 
Martha’s websites:
www.facebook.com/
RememberYouAreLoved
www.rememberyouareloved.com
www.vimeo.com/
marthafernandezsardina
Catholic Enquiry Centre:  
www.catholicenquiry.org.nz

Catholics Returning Home — 
this programme is just starting — please 
pray for it and you can still invite people 
to take part. All details can be found 
here: www.catholicshomenow.co.nz

RCIA (Rite of Christian 
Initiation of Adults) — this is 
THE process the church has for people 
to join the church. Marianne Daly is 
the Diocesan Advisor for RCIA, contact 
Marianne at mdaly@chch.catholic.org.
nz or by phone 353-0758

PROCLAIM 2014 
CONFERENCE. A small group of us 
attended Proclaim 2012 — a conference 
on evangelisation hosted by the 
Australian Catholic Bishops Conference. 
Martha was one of the keynote speakers. 
Proclaim is happening again in August 
this year, all the information is on their 
website www.proclaimconference.com.au

A video was taken of the day and we 
are looking to see how this might be 
useful for parishes.

We would like to create a space on 
our website for people (you!) to share 
practical ideas about ways in which 
you evangelise. You would be welcome 
to email us to give your ideas/experience 
and these can be loaded online. Contact 
Mike Stopforth: mstopforth@chch.
catholic.org.nz

“Just a nobody who wishes to 
tell everybody

that there is somebody who 
can save anybody!”

(The Visit of Martha Fernandez-Sardina)
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Stage Challenge is a student-driven competition for schools 
around New Zealand. Stage Challenge is a dance, drama and 
design spectacular where the students are the stars.

Villa Maria College girls designed and performed a powerful 
piece about our modern societies’ love affair with money and 
material wealth. They based their performance on a game of 
Monopoly where the main character/dancer was torn between 
the wealth of Monopoly property (complete with giant sized 
Monopoly cards), or the beauty of the Community Chest.

A crew of 90 girls have been practising for months under the 
guidance of student choreographers and leaders Hannah Watt 
and Georgia-Rae Taylor. Their efforts were well rewarded with 
the Stage Challenge judges awarding Villa with Excellence 
in seven of nine categories. We were also delighted that both 
Hannah and Georgia-Rae were awarded with an Excellence 
for Stage Challenge Student Leadership. A wonderful 
acknowledgement of their superb leadership skills.

Schools
The chance to show solidarity with those living in poverty 
saw 46 students from Marian and Catholic Cathedral Colleges 
sleep ‘rough’ recently.

As part of the first nationwide challenge, initiated by 
Caritas, a Catholic charity, students were sponsored to spend 
24 hours sleeping outside in cardboard boxes, eating at a soup 
kitchen and undertaking activities to help them understand 
the everyday issues faced by those with the least in the 
Solomon Islands.

The experience was made even more real for the students 
with constant drizzle and rain setting in over the weekend. 
“The rain definitely made everything a bit harder,” said 
Elizabeth Everingham, a Year 13 student from Marian 
College. “We had to try lots of different ways to make sure the 
tarpaulins kept our cardboard boxes dry.” Elizabeth said that 
the rain made the weekend feel quite sombre, “It was like we 
had gone through more because the conditions weren’t so 
easy”.

During the weekend students made as many paper bags as 
they could and traded them for buttons — the currency for 
the weekend. “We worked hard in our mini ‘sweat shop’ to 
make enough to buy the cardboard cartons that would be our 
shelters,” said Nicole Sequeira, a fellow Year 13 student at 
Marian. “During the sweat shop activity it was so humbling 
to think that while for us it was a novelty, this was how those 
living with poverty survived each day. It was their reality.”

Stage Challenge

Students Sleep Rough For The Solomons

(L to R):Elizabeth Everingham, Alexandria d’Emden 
and Nicole Sequeira
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Schools
Exodus Journey

The beginning of Term 2 saw the Year 3-4 children at St Joseph’s School, 
Papanui, enjoy dressing as Israelites and being led out of Egypt by Moses 
(Fr Sammichael) to the Promised Land. They experienced: the Passover, 
the parting of the Red Sea, the manna in the desert, receiving the Ten 
Commandments on Mt Sinai and finally making it to the Promised land 
(40 years later).

After their long journey, they enjoyed an ice-block while watching “The 
Prince of Egypt” which tells the story of Moses so well.

Mark Gregory
Principal / Tumuaki
St Joseph’s School

Over the last four years, our Youth Team has mentored a Youth 
Mission Team to work alongside them. This small group of 
young people live in community for a year, grow in their faith 
and pass on their zeal for our Lord and love of His Church to 
students and youth groups with whom they work. It is a great 
opportunity to be formed in the faith and to offer effective 
peer ministry.

This year we have a team of three and they briefly introduce 
themselves to you now.

“Hello, my name is Heather Gourde. I am 20 years old. I 
moved to New Zealand from South Dakota with my family 
in 2013, having completed one year of university. I have two 
older sisters and two younger brothers. My favourite activities 
include anything that has to do with the outdoors. God has 
given me a year dedicated to Him, wrapped in the title “Youth 
Mission Team”. It’s been a great year so far, and I couldn’t ask 
for a better team to do this work with.”

 “Hey, I am Aaron. I’m 19 years old and left St Bede’s at 
the end of last year. I have always lived in Christchurch with 

Young Adults

my family, three sisters, Mum and Dad. In my spare time I 
like to do a lot of gaming and enjoy motorbiking. This year I 
have accepted the call to serve God for the Catholic Diocese of 
Christchurch and I have already grown so much in knowledge 
of who I am and in my relationship with Jesus.”

“Hello my name is Gabrielle Fisk, I am 19 years old. I was 
born and raised in Nelson with my 7 sisters and 2 brothers. 
I finished my last year of College in 2013. In my free time I 
enjoy drawing, singing, playing guitar, sailing and bike rides. 
God called me to a year of service in the Mission Team and I 
answered. So far the highlights include making new friends 
and playing guitar and singing in the CYT Music team.” We 
wish all three a fruitful year and will keep them in our prayers.

Our New Youth Mission Team

Are you aged between 18-25 and would like to be part of Mission 
Team 2015?! For more information contact Chris Lysaght 
clysaght@chch.catholic.org.nz

Delbert Castillo has been appointed as the new CYT Music Team 
Coordinator. If you would like the team to come to your parish 
or you are a young person that would like to know more about 
playing music please contact cyt@chch.catholic.org.nz
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Journey to the Father
Journey to the father is an 
annual retreat for Young 
Adults — an opportunity 
to ‘get away from it all’ 
for a weekend of Praise 
& Worship, Adoration, 
Confession, Daily Mass and 
more — all in the beautiful 
setting of Banks Peninsula!
When: July 25th-27th, 2014
Where: Wainui Heights 
YMCA conference centre, Banks Peninsula
Who: Young Adults (18-35)
Cost: $70 p/person
Tim Malone
Young Adults Worker — Catholic Diocesan Youth Team
Ph (03) 353 0705, ext 2 or 022 3834508 Web: www.cyt.org.nz

Young Adults
Hikers from the Verso L’alto 
Catholic Tramping Club surveying 
an expansive alpine cirque from 
the summit of Peak Hill.

We had a pristine day for 
tramping, and after an early Mass 
with the Brothers of St John, 
began our climb in good spirits. 
For most of the journey, we had 
great views of the sapphire 
waters of Lake Coleridge and the 
braided Rakaia river. Our next 
tramp is on Saturday 19 July. For 
more, contact David — verso.
lalto.chch@gmail.com or find us 
on facebook.

David Jackman

SNE
The CYT ‘School of the New Evangelisation’ is a 
discipleship training programme for Young Adults. As 
part of this programme, SNE participants organised an 
outreach in the eastern suburbs where they offered a 
‘helping hand’ to those in need by performing household 
and garden chores, and even a spot of painting — before 
finishing up with a free community BBQ.

ADULT EDUCATION COURSES 
Taught by staff of the Catholic Education Office for The Catholic 
Institute of Aotearoa, New Zealand

Want to learn more about your faith? Ongoing faith formation?

Rite of Christian Initiation (RCIA Christchurch)
30 July - 3 September, 2014 

Introduction to the New Testament 
(Ashburton) 
6 August - 17 September, 2014 

Traditions of Prayer (Timaru)
8-29 August, 2014 

These courses can be taken for NZQA credit or for interest only.

For more information view the website  
www.chch.catholic.org.nz/tci 
or contact Charles Shaw phone 0�-��� 0���
email cshaw@chch.catholic.org.nz 
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Catholic people, Catholic thought, 
Catholic action, Catholic prayer, Catholic 
music on air. Sounds Catholic is heard 
twice every Sunday - midday and 10.00pm on Plains FM, 96.9. 
On-line www.chch.catholic.org.nz/radio

White collar workers needed for those thinking about 
the priesthood.  This group meets the first Tuesday of the 
month, 7.30-9.00pm, 88 Idris Road, Bryndwr.  For further 
information phone Fr Chris Orr 377 5610.

Mass on Campus is celebrated by Fr Antoine Thomas 
CSJ, every Wednesday at CPIT, 12.10, Room X204 (above 
admissions).  A warm welcome is extended to students, staff 
and visitors.

PPRE (Parish Primary Religious Education) is 
available for children who do not attend a Catholic primary 
school.  PPRE meets during term time on Tuesday evenings, 
6.30-7.45pm, at St Gregory’s Parish Centre, Bishopdale.  
Contact Wendy to register on 021 105 5438.

Perpetual Eucharistic Adoration provides a quiet place 
to hear the voice of God.  Visit anytime and if you would like 
to sign up contact Traci on chchadoration@gmail.com or Matt 
on 366 9869.  “That fatherly, whispered, secret word, uttered 
in the inmost depths of your soul – if you will hear it, you 
must be deaf to all the roar of the world without and hush all 
the voices of your own inner life” – Fr John Tauler OP.

Help Needed!  The John Paul II Pregnancy Centre urgently 
needs good quality bassinets, cots and prams for the winter 
season.  If you are able to help please phone Carmel on 351 
3227.

P.A.T.H.S – Post Abortion Trauma Healing Service is a 
support group for those struggling after a termination of 
pregnancy.  The group provides a welcoming and safe place 
to talk and meets in Christchurch on the third Tuesday of the 
month, from 10.30am to midday.  For more information phone 
0800 728 470 or email admin@postabortionpaths.org.nz

A quarterly newsletter published by the Catholic Bishop of Christchurch. 
Ensure any photos are ‘attached’ to the email rather than embedded in 
the article. JPG format is most suitable for photos.

Deadline for next issue: Friday, 29 August 2014

Contributions may be sent at any time to:
The Editor, P O Box 4544, Christchurch 8140. Ph (03) 366 9869

Email: inform@chch.catholic.org.nz • Website: www.chch.catholic.org.nz

What’s on? New classrooms arrive at John Paul II High School, Greymouth. 
They replace earthquake-prone buildings, were constructed in 
Christchurch and transported to Greymouth.


