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Spring Issue 98. SEPTEMBER 2014

NGA MIHI NUI FROM THE 
EDITORIAL DESK
Inform Issue 98 (the Spring Issue) looks back at the winter 
months. Though we have hunkered down for the winter, 
one of our Catholic young people competed in the Glasgow 
Commonwealth Games. Two of our parishes commissioned 
an icon and a candle stand. Several Catholics formed a 
band “The Proclaimers” with an August gig in Sydney. We 
mark some sad events with our thoughts going to the Holy 
Land and recalling the fourth anniversary of the September 
2010 earthquake. We also foreshadow upcoming events 
including the beginning of the Year of Consecrated Life.
Many thanks to all who sent in articles and graphics for 
our consideration in this issue.
Ken Joblin, Interim Editor • Zachary Ashley, Interim 
Assistant Editor
With thanks to: Graphic Editor Peter Fleming
Deadline for next issue: Friday 14 November 2014

FROM THE BISHOP

Website messages
The diocesan website: www.chch.catholic.org.nz advertises 
events happening within the diocese. As a parish, school, or 
church group you are welcome to advertise events. You can 
list your event from the link on the home page under ‘events’.

E hoa ma, dear friends in Christ. As 
I write, tomorrow is the feast of the 
Passion of St John the Baptist, killed 
at the whim of the adulterous wife 
of a cruel king. His was a martyr’s 
death, endured for the sake of truth 
and holiness. The age of martyrs 
once seemed to belong to the past, 
but, unhappily, they have returned. 
St John Paul II, Pope Benedict and 
Pope Francis have beatified and 
canonised martyrs in recent years, 
men and women who have died for the sake of their faith in 
Christ. Media outlets now bring us frequent bulletins which 
graphically convey the ongoing persecution and execution of 
men, women and children for their faith in Christ. We must 
pray for those who suffer, and for those who persecute and 
execute, that their hearts may be changed by the Holy Spirit. 

The Catholic Charismatic Renewal (CCR) recently hosted Fr 
John Rea SM who offered Masses for healing of the fam-
ily tree. Over 900 people came to the Masses in Addington, 
Rangiora, Mairehau and Sockburn, covering the North, South, 
East and West Pastoral Areas in the city.

Fr Rea shared real stories where the lives of people were 
changed after a Mass for healing of the family tree. Many 
came with prepared genograms, downloaded from the CCR 
webpage on our diocesan website. Others filled out the ones 
available at each church. Each Mass was offered for those at-
tending and the names mentioned on the genograms.

After each Mass Fr Rea offered individual prayers for heal-
ing, supported by prayer ministry teams. Many people came 
seeking prayer, often never having experienced this form 
of personal prayer before. It was humbling to be a part of a 
prayer team and experience the faith of those present.

Fr Rea also spoke at Joshua Men’s Catholic Fellowship 
where he shared in depth on the development of his ministry 
over the past 30 years. In the same week, Fr Rea gave a day 
of teaching, prayer reflection (using Lectio Divina), and of-
fered the Mass for the Dove Catholic Women’s Fellowship. Fr 
Rea concluded the week by concelebrating at the Youth Mass 
organised by CCR in the Papanui Parish where he spoke on the 
three levels of faith we can each receive during life’s journey.

We are grateful to Fr Rea, who ministered God’s love in our 
battered city, bringing healing and restoration to the lives of 
God’s people.
Rosalie Matthews
Administrator,
CCR Service Group, Christchurch

Healing of 
the Family 
Tree
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Sr Carmela 
O’Reilly LCM  
Goes To God
Sr Carmela died peacefully on 17 May 
in St Albans Retirement Hospital where 
she had been a patient for almost five 
years. She was in the 64th year of her 
Religious Profession. Sister’s Requiem 
Mass was celebrated at the Mary Potter 
Community Centre on 23 May. She held 
many important positions in the Little 
Company of Mary including 12 years in 
Rome as a Congregational Councillor. 
Throughout her long life Sister Carmela 
was committed to the Little Company 
of Mary charism and to daily prayer for 
the suffering and dying. May she rest 
in peace.

Br Henry

Religious

When I first met Brother Henry Don-
nead, the Dominican priest appointed 
by Rome as “Pontifical Commissioner” 
to the Beatitudes Community, I asked 
him what he’d personally gained from 
this experience.  He replied - “more 
white hairs and sleepless nights!”  In 
all his preaching, teachings and per-
sonal communications it is evident that 
Brother Henry has grown very fond of 
the Beatitudes and believes strongly in 
its charism, but it’s also not hard to see 
the element of truth behind his joke.  
Brother Henry’s role is to accompany 
the Beatitudes in establishing their 
new statutes and becoming recognised 
canonically as an “Ecclesial Family of 
Consecrated Life.”  This is no small task 
but one he undertakes with joy and 
confidence. 

Br Henry’s NZ visit last month was a 
precious occasion that enabled him to 
dialogue with each community member 

personally, experience first-hand the na-
ture of the NZ household and also help 
members and friends of the Community 
understand and therefore live more fully 
the spirit of the new statutes.  

Br Henry likened the Community’s 
40 year history to that of a person, 
who must go through a time of birth 
and then adolescence, which includes 
trying different things and formulat-
ing opinions, before coming to a stage 
of maturity and stability.  He said that 
it is normal that the Community did 
not receive a clear formulation of its 
charism all at once, but that it took time 
to identify and develop its charism and 
discern how it should be lived out in the 
long-term.  

Although the NZ household currently  
has a sisters’ branch, Br Henry’s view is 
that the most important element of the 
Beatitude Community’s charism is their 
unique and radical communion between 

all states of life and it is hoped that a lay 
branch and, in time, a brothers’ branch 
will develop in NZ.  Br Henry acknowl-
edged that the lay people’s branch faces 
the biggest challenge with the new 
statutes. The Community is now estab-
lishing a way of providing the necessary 
formation to lay people who desire to 
become members without requiring 
them to undertake the current full-time 
formation year in a formation house.  
This is so that lay members can main-
tain their familial and professional com-
mitments and hence their autonomy.    

Br Henry’s visit was not completely 
filled with meetings and talks.  A 
keen mountaineer, he enjoyed a trip 
to Arthur’s Pass including a “cultural 
experience” at the Sheffield Pie shop on 
the way (pies are foreign to the French 
palette, but it appeared that Br Henry 
enjoyed his).  He also confirmed that 
NZ wine is of world-class standard.  His 
visit and his enthusiastic teaching about 
the Community’s development has 
inspired and encouraged those who had 
the chance to meet him.



�  INFORM SEPTEMBER 2014

Icon of St Mary of the Cross
unveiled at Sacred Heart, 

Addington
August saw a new Icon of St Mary of the Cross unveiled. The 
original Icon by Michael Galovic was donated by him to the 
Society of Mary during his exhibition at the Addington Church 
in 2013, to honour Brother Frank Brennan SM who died a few 
weeks earlier and who had been educated by the Sisters of St 
Joseph in Waimate.

Mary MacKillop is the first Australasian Saint and visited 
these shores four times during her lifetime as founder of the 
Sisters of St Joseph of the Sacred Heart.

Sr Eleanor Capper RSJ spoke about St Mary of the Cross. 
“Although we staffed Temuka from 1883, Mary did not come 

to New Zealand until 1892. She visited Christchurch on her 
way through to South Canterbury and would have visited 
the Barbadoes Street Cemetery because her brother John was 
buried there.”

“She also visited the Mother House of the Sisters of Our 
Lady of the Mission, in Ferry Road, now demolished. On one 
occasion she was obliged to ask the Sisters if they would take 
over the school in Rangiora where the Sisters of St Joseph 
had been for ten years. They were most gracious in doing so, 
but asked that we would take over the school in Fairlie, South 
Canterbury in exchange, which we duly did. St Mary of the 
Cross MacKillop spoke very kindly of the Sisters and I believe 
stayed with them on at least one occasion. Our Congregation 
also had a strong connection with the Marist Fathers, who 
staffed many parishes in South Canterbury during those early 
years, when we were setting up schools in these rural towns.”

Mary MacKillop practised the heroism of ‘keeping on’. It 
reminds us that there is always heroism in taking life as it is, 
with all its highs and lows, heartaches and sadness and going 
on with it. Her example and power of intercession encourages 
countless people of all ages to keep going on with life, 
knowing that she is supporting them. St Mary of the Cross’ 
intercessory power teaches us to face the future with courage. 
Today, in our troubled world we need this encouragement 
more than ever.

Congratulations Fr John Noonan
On Friday 4 July, over 230 friends from various parishes served 
by Fr John Noonan gathered for his Golden Jubilee Mass. Fr 
Noonan received a Papal blessing and was presented with a 
book on Vatican art by Paul Goodwin on behalf of the parish. 
“Greater love has no man than this, that a man lay down his 
life for his friends.” Jn153.13.

Around the Parishes
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Aid For Praying in Akaroa
St Patrick’s 
Church at Akaroa 
will be 150 years 
old in 2015. This 
category one 
historic building 
attracts visitors 
every day and 
by the score in 
summer months. 
To help make a 
visit be more than 

a sight-seeing exercise, a newly erected kerbside sign reads 
— “Welcome. Make a visit, Light a candle, Say a prayer.” To 
encourage a prayerful encounter, an electronic votive candle 
stand with 22 candles has been installed at the foot of a classic 
statue of the Mother of Jesus.

Votive candles are a feature of many European Churches 
and many cruise visitors especially like to light a candle, say 
a prayer and make an offering. This is helping to make St 
Patrick’s a house of prayer.

Pictured is Ken Bell of Brisbane of Kerry Candles who sup-
plied and installed this electronic candle stand. Wax candles 
were judged too dangerous to use in this totally wooden 
Church which in 2015, it is hoped, will be totally repaired and 
restored.
Fr Paul Shannahan sm PP. 21 August 2014

In June, 70 ladies and a few gentleman donned their hats and fascinators 
for an afternoon out at St Mary’s High Tea. This event was a fun-filled 
afternoon for all involved with some great local entertainment. Well 
supported and appreciated by all the churches of Hokitika, organisers 
were pleasantly surprised by the money raised. “All funds will contribute 

What’s Confirmation Without 
a Cake?
Bishop Jones confirms 16 young people at Holy Trinity 
Parish Mass, Bryndwr.

Congratulations, we pray for William Banks, Joseph 
Bradley, Eve Condon, Angus Ford, Mollie Ford, Gabrielle 
Kent, Niamh Kilpatrick, Alexandra Lynch, Sophie 
McClean, Emma McGeorge, Grace McGeorge, Thai Anh 
Nguyen, Catherine Ryan, Lucy Seaford, George Watson, 
Michael Windleborn.

We pray that the gifts you have received in this 
sacrament will enliven the Church throughout your own 
lives.

to a solution for a church in our parish.” said parishioner, Maria 
Lockington. “We have been without a church for two years now as our 
beautiful historic church is closed due to earthquake risk.” May it not 
be too long before St Mary’s parishioners can pray “How lovely is your 
dwelling place, Lord, God of hosts.” Psalm 83 (84)

Hokitika Dons Hats 
and Fascinators for the 
Church
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Cathedral Choir and Orchestra 
sing Mozart’s Requiem for a 
capacity crowd in St.  Mary’s 
Pro-Cathedral

In the Diocese

 Early July saw Bishop Jones ordain Br David Joyce to the 
transitional Diaconate in St Mary’s Pro-Cathedral. Br David 
is a seminarian of the Legionaries of Christ and one of three 
Australasian Legionaries ordained this winter, all of whom are 
preparing for their priestly ordinations this coming December 
in Rome.

Due to their 14 years of priestly training, Br David said he 
had a lot of time to reflect on his decision. Coming from a 
missionary family, who had spent several years in Papua New 
Guinea being part of Church-building programmes, he felt 
inspired at an early age to do something for God. “It was there 
on mission that I first felt the call to the priesthood, inspired 
by the example of the nuns and priests who left family, culture 
and language behind to serve the local people.”

Br David wanted to be ordained a transitional deacon in 
Christchurch where his family are now largely resident. He is 
now serving the Church in Colombia, where he will continue 
his ministry as a priest in December.

PNG Mission Inspires  
New Zealand Ordination
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In July, we saw the heightening of conflict in the Holy Land 
with serious loss of life among the Palestinians in Gaza. In 
2012, Christchurch was visited by Claudette Habesch. Recently 
retired, she was Secretary General of Caritas Jerusalem, part of 
the Catholic Church’s international aid services. I interviewed 
her for “Sounds Catholic” and, given all that has happened 
there in the last months, it is appropriate to recall some of her 
observations.

Claudette introduced herself to me: “I’m a Palestinian, 
Christian, from Jerusalem, from the Holy land, from the 
Mother Church. I personally believe it’s a privilege to be able 
to live in Jerusalem, to be part of the Mother Church, but also 
I believe it is a great responsibility.”

I asked Claudette how her faith helped her face being 
dispossessed of her home through the creation of the state 
of Israel. She responded: To be honest, it’s very difficult for 
me to forget but I can forgive, I do forgive. And the work 
I do, is a work of love in action, is a work for social justice 
and especially, it’s a work of giving hope to the people, take 
their thinking away from violence and ill-feelings towards 
tolerance, forgiveness and hopefully, towards reconciliation. 
Because personally, I believe that reconciliation must come 
to this Holy Land and those two peoples, the Israelis and 
Palestinians, will have to respect one another, live with one 
another and share this land in peace.”

I suggested that was a rather large task. Claudette 
responded, “It is a big job and we have to be very careful in 
what we do not to hurt either party, but I need to insist on the 
fact that for the last 45 years, we Palestinians have been living 
under Israeli occupation, in contravention of international law. 
We need to seek our self-determination, we need to seek our 
liberty and we need our dignity. We cannot continue living 
under the occupation of another people.”

I asked Claudette about the work of Caritas. “The Christians 
have fantastic work going on in the Holy Land. And when 
I say Holy Land, I mean Israel and Palestine. We have our 
hospitals, we have our schools, we have our old age homes, we 
have our charitable organisations, we have our university. We 
are at the service of all the people without any discrimination. 
We believe that all human beings are children of God.”

With the current war in mind, it is interesting to read 
Claudette’s comments on the last major conflict. “We are 
obliged to respond to emergencies like the last serious 
emergency we had in Gaza when Israel started a war on 
Gaza, end of 2008, beginning 2009. 22 days of indiscriminate 
shelling and bombing, using white phosphorous bombs that 
are prohibited. The result was 1,500 killed Palestinians, 17,000 
injured, 22,000 who lost their homes. During that war, 14 

Israelis were killed. Caritas 
responded immediately to 
this emergency situation 
and Caritas Aotearoa New 
Zealand responded to our 
emergency appeal.”

Claudette concluded her 
interview with me by issuing this invitation: “Please come and 
visit us in the Holy Land. Come in solidarity, tell the Christians 
in the Holy Land that you remember them and you want to 
be in solidarity with them and you want to support them in 
whatever way you can. First and foremost with your prayers 
for justice and peace.”

We wish all her efforts the greatest support and pray that 
her work in Jerusalem brings about the sort of reconciliation 
Caritas is working for.

Young Vinnies - Faith in Action met in the last school holidays.  The 
Christchurch Young Vinnies team aims to plant a large vegetable garden 
to eventually provide fresh produce in food parcels for those in need.  For 
more details go to www.youngvinnieschch.org.nz

“Pray for the Peace of Jerusalem”
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Earthquake Recovery

Recovering from the 
Earthquakes

Six Tips from Dr Rob Gordon
Consultant psychologist Dr Rob Gordon has visited 
Christchurch many times in the past three years. You may find 
his tips useful in recovering from the effects of the earthquake. 
In summary, they are:

1. A fast recovery is not necessarily a good recovery. Pace 
yourself and focus on things that give your life value and 
meaning eg. relationships, family, recreational activities, 
your health or your career.
2. Take time to assess your energy levels. If you are feeling 
tired or stressed, consider ways you can recharge your 
battery. Maybe you could get away for a weekend or take a 
walk, listen to music or talk to friends — you decide how 
best to take care of yourself.
3. Ensure you maintain control of your own recovery by 
identifying, and focusing, on the things you can control. It’s 
ok to acknowledge things beyond your control but try not to 
focus on them.
4. Ask yourself: “What am I not doing that I used to do? 
How do I maintain the quality of my life during this long 
and, at times, difficult recovery period?”
5. Maintain your established daily or weekly routines, or, 
if necessary create temporary ones during the recovery 
period. Established routines protect us from uncertainty and 
constant change.
6. Deal with small problems before they become bigger. 
Don’t let things slip, or postpone them till after it is all ‘back 
to normal’. Recovery means finding a new normal and it 
needs to include what is valuable and important to you.

DVDs are available from our Earthquake Co-ordinator, Matt 
O’Connell, moconnell@chch.catholic.org.nz. Tel: 03 366 9869.

A Chilling  
Pre-earthquake  

Observation
You may remember the visit of Br Loughlan Sofield in May 
2010. He came to our diocese to help parishes consider 
collaborative ministry, how parishes can work more effectively 
together for the sake of the Church’s mission. I interviewed 
him for “Sounds Catholic” and just as we concluded, he made 
a particular observation..

I commented that Br Loughlan was in the midst of an 
intense week of work. He responded: “Actually, I’d been in 
Ireland just before coming here and then I got home (to the 
USA) for a day and then I went to Haiti for four days. And 
that was pretty scary, it was horrible.” (the Haiti earthquake 
occurred in January 2010) “There were 250 thousand people 
who were killed. And then when somebody told me that 
the population of Christchurch is about 350 thousand or 
something, and you figure 250 thousand people killed. So 
I was there to work with some sisters who had just gone 
through it with some terrible, terrible stories. One sister was 
telling me the story, she said that after the earthquake, the 
building next to her which was a school, collapsed, and she 
went running in. And she said there was all this rubble and all 
these hands reaching out of the rubble. “Save me! save me!” 
people were yelling. And then another rumble came and they 
had to get out of the building. When they came back, there 
were no more hands waving, everyone had been killed. That’s 
what they’ve been dealing with and, its just  
been terrible.” Little did we know in May 210 what we 

would be facing within months here in 
Christchurch.

The following articles are printed with 4 September 2010 in mind
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Earthquake Recovery

Olivia Webb is a young Catholic from the parish of St 
Francis of Assisi, Mairehau. She is also an installation 
artist and in June, she brought sacred song back to three 
of our earthquake damaged churches. Olivia created 
the Christchurch and Lyttleton “voices project” assem-
bling three choirs, brought together for the purpose. She 
trained, videoed and recorded them coming to grips with 
a 16th century English motet, “If Ye Love Me” by Catho-
lic composer, Thomas Tallis. The recordings were then 
played along with video projection on the sites of the 
three damaged churches: The Cathedral of the Blessed 
Sacrament, Our Lady of Fatima in Mairehau and the His-
toric Holy Trinity Anglican parish church in Lyttleton.

Olivia was interviewed by Radio New Zealand’s Justin 
Gregory for “Standing Room Only” a week before the art 
installations were shown at the end of June. He asked 
what motivated Olivia. “I come to this as both an artist 
and a musician and I’m really interested in the com-
munities and the people. For me personally, the work 
developed out of the loss of the acoustic spaces of these 
grand churches. I sang in the Catholic Cathedral before 
the earthquakes. I really got a sense of the loss of those 
acoustics.”

The following articles are printed with 4 September 2010 in mind

What was the experience of directing like for you? “The 
first time they put it all together, the surprise and delight 
on their faces when those chords really opened up and 
they could see how the music started to fit together was 
incredible, and they all cracked up laughing. You get a 
whole lot of people that think they can’t sing and you put 
them together, and they do it, and not only do they sing, 
but they sing really well and the voices blend and what 
comes out is this beautiful sound. And when you put that 
into an acoustically beautiful space, it transforms the 
sound once again into this delightful experience, not only 
for the listener but for those taking part.”

Why is all this so close to your heart? “I moved to Wel-
lington to do my fine arts degree and the earthquakes 
took place during that time. So I was to and fro visiting 
my family but had been separated from that experience 
and those communities but still deeply effected by it. So 
this is my way of trying to create an opportunity for those 
groups to do something for those sites that I was also a 
part of and to re-connect with those communities again.” 
It was certainly a beautiful way to celebrate all that was 
lost.

For more: go to physicsroom.oorg.nz

“And He Will Bide with You Forever”
Words From Tallis’s “If Ye Love Me”
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Bishop’s Office

Diocesan planning for churches 
continues
In June, Bishop Barry wrote to parishes stating that no repairs 
or strengthening will be undertaken until a financial review is 
completed. This review includes:

Inclusion of the cost of all of our church strengthening and 
repairs which is now known

The cost of rebuilding some churches
The funds available for the rebuild
The potential shortfall of funds
What options we have to mitigate the shortfall.
This financial review will provide a clear view of the Dio-

cese’s cash flow for the next 20 plus years. The review is now 
under active consideration by the Bishop and his advisors.

Bishop Jones has approved two exceptions to this process; 
the St Mary’s Pro-Cathedral development and the repairs to 
the church at St Patrick’s, Kaiapoi.

On a wet July Friday, Bishop Jones gathered with hospital 
chaplains, staff and others in a service to farewell its Church 
of the Good Shepherd, another church severely damaged 
by Canterbury’s earthquakes. The chapel was presented to 
Sunnyside Hospital by the people of Canterbury at a public 
gathering on Saturday 17 September, 1960 and dedicated to 
the Glory of God the following day.

The need for a Hospital Chapel was recognised early on, but 
the first step towards its construction was only taken in 1958 
when the National Council of Churches, together with the 
Catholic Church set up a Sunnyside Hospital Chapel Com-
mittee. Support came from all sections of the community and 
the goal of £35,000 for three chapels was reached within six 
months. Interestingly, the Foundation Stone of this building 
was given by the United States Antarctic Expedition, who 
surmounted great difficulties to obtain and transport it from 
Marble Point, Antarctica.

Hillmorton Chapel farewelled

Gloria Magee (Hillmorton Catholic Chaplain), Wyatt Butcher (Ecumeni-
cal Chaplain), Bishop Barry Jones, Father Peter Farrant)

Our Lady watching over the repairs; Shane Salmons and Sam Jones of 
Hann Construction on the tools.
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In 2013, Maryan Street’s “End Of Life Choice” bill was 
drawn from the private members ballot for introduction 
to Parliament. It was later withdrawn due to competing 
parliamentary business. Ms Street has said she intends re-
introducing her bill in the new parliamentary term. It will be 
the third attempt to legalise euthanasia and physician assisted 
suicide in New Zealand - the last attempt only failing by two 
votes.

In the last two years, our Catholic Commission for Justice 
and Peace (CCJP) 
has hosted some 
presentations on 
the consequences 
of this bill. In 
June last year, the 
CCJP hosted a well 
attended forum 
on “Euthanasia, 
understanding 
the facts”. We 
recall some of the 
information shared 
at that forum.

Wellington 
bioethicist Dr John Kleinsman warned that the bill “fails 
to take into account consequences that will result in the 
premature death of many people, far greater numbers of 
people than those who would benefit from such a bill, 
including many who would not be giving any sort of consent.” 
He quoted Craig Wallace, President of Disability Australia 
“who because of his disability,” Dr Kleinsman observed, “is 
perhaps more qualified than most of us to understand and 
speak about the dangers of making suicide easier to access 
for a wide range of people. “I have known many people with 
disabilities” Wallace observes “who have gone through stages 
of grief and loss, including suicidal feelings and come through 
the other side with joy and with a love of life. Everyone, with 
or without a disability, can make new choices over a lifetime or 
reach an acceptance of life but there is no “undo” button for 
death.”

Dr John Thwaites of Canterbury DHB made clear that the 
New Zealand Medical Association is “opposed to both the 
concept and the practice of euthanasia and doctor assisted 
suicide”” as it would “undermine the very nature of the 
patient physician relationship which has always been founded 
on trust.” In regard to older people, he warned, “make no 
mistake that financial pressures will be applied by those 
around them. As my Mother has always quoted”, he said 
“where there’s a will, there’s a relative.” He commented with 
irony that “we oppose capital punishment because we may 
get it wrong.” He upholds the view of palliative care that “The 
attitude of all who care for the sick and suffering must be “I’m 
sorry you’re suffering, how can I help you” not “I’m sorry, let 
me help you kill yourself.”

Fr John Adams of Papanui Bishopdale reflected on the 
spiritual dimension surrounding the euthanasia debate. 

New priest arrives in Diocese
Fr Bala Reddy Allam recently arrived from the Diocese of 
Nalgonda, South India. Fr Bala was ordained a priest in 2003. 
He holds a Bachelor of Arts, Master of Arts in Political Science 
and Telugu (native language) and a Bachelor of Education from 
Osmania University, Hyderabad. He served at both St. Francis 
Xavier Church, Bronx, New York for two months and also at Good 
Shepherd Church in South Carolina for a further two months. Fr 
Bala is currently assisting in our Pro-Cathedral.

Will Mercy Killing Be Law 
Before The Next Election?

“Should someone request to die” he said, “this must surely 
prompt from us a desire to protect them, to heal them, 
to love them, to accompany them, not to take away their 
most fundamental good, their life.” Fr Adams concluded, 
“Euthanasia does not heal suffering, it ends the life of the 
sufferer. Euthanasia does not impart compassion, it takes 
away the recipient of that compassion. Euthanasia is not 
the use of free will, it robs us of the person who seeks to live 
freely.”

After our March workshop this year, the CCJP formed a 
group Catholics Against Legalising Euthanasia in New Zealand 
(CALENZ). They will be asking you to think about these 
serious matters. Be informed: visit the Nathaniel Bioethics 
Centre website: nathaniel.org.nz It is an 
agency of the New Zealand Catholic Bishops 
Conference.

 Fr John Adams
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Bishop’s Office

“The time you  
spend with Jesus 
in the Blessed 
Sacrament is the  
best time you will 
spend on earth.”
(Blessed Teresa of Calcutta)

Recently we held a one day retreat 
for Perpetual Adoration Adorers and 
others who were interested. Over 70 
people turned up to hear four great 
talks on the Eucharist, the Mass, how 
Perpetual Adoration can help us grow 
spiritually and why Perpetual Adoration 
is the key for the New Evangelisation. 
A participant observed: “I have never 
learned so much about the Catholic 
Mass in my life despite all these years 
of Mass attendance”.

Come and spend time with Our 
Lord in the chapel. It is open 24/7, St 
Gregory’s Catholic Church, Cotswold 
Avenue, Bishopdale. For more: 
contact Traci on chchadoration@
gmail.com or Matt on 366-9869. 
Check out www.chch.catholic.org.nz/
perpetualadoration.

The House of God
The Diocese has lost a number of churches due to the effect of the 
earthquake and this has been reported over the past few years.  
We are now at the exciting stage of looking towards building 
new churches as well as repairing and strengthening our existing 
churches.  

The approach being taken requires a theological understanding 
of what a church building needs to be before any designs are 
developed.  

As a result the Diocese has issued “The House of God” which is 
a brief and succinct description of the important things that are to 
be focussed on in a Church.

It also begins by providing the Bishop’s vision for new churches.  
“Churches in the Diocese will be:

• A place for worship and prayer in the celebration of the 
liturgy and the sacraments as well as private devotion.

• Beautiful; in that beauty reveals the nature of the church 
building in its deepest theological realities. 

• Traditional; buildings which are understood to be part of 
the sacramental system of the rites, showing to us, by way of 
foretaste through art and architecture the glory and dignity of the 
New Heaven and the New Earth.

• Able to be easily recognised as looking like a Catholic 
Church.”

Each parish has been sent copies of the leaflet and it can be 
viewed online www.chch.catholic.org.nz 
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August saw a small Cantabrian 
contingent representing six of our 
parishes attended the Proclaim 2014 
Conference in Sydney. Organised 
by the Australian Catholic Bishops 
Conference, the theme was “Living 
the Joy of The Gospel — The New 
Evangelisation”. Keynote speakers 
Fr Michael White and his pastoral 
assistant Tom Corcoran, Baltimore 
Maryland, shared how they 
challenged their parishioners to move 
from being consumers at Mass to 
becoming disciples (contributors) 
with a joyful, missionary focus. Five 
years later weekend Mass attendance 
had grown from 1400 to more than 
4000.

One focus of the conference was 
friends and family who no longer 
attend Mass. Would we invite them 
back? If they did come back would 
they experience a parish family that 
is joy-filled and enthusiastic about 
sharing their faith? We were given 
tools to help move people from being 
consumers in our pews to being a very 
personal witness of the love of God.

We all appreciated the support 
of our parishes for assisting us 
in attending this inspirational 
conference. The group of ‘Proclaimers’ 
met in mid-September to discuss a 
response to what we learnt.

Material from the Conference can 
be found at www.proclaimconference.
com.au and the keynote speakers 
book www.rebuiltparish.com

Sue McTague

Are you involved in the leading or 
planning of music in your parish? If so, 
we would like to hear from you, learn 
from you and share resources with you. 
In the last few years, we have run music 
workshops in the diocese and a number 
of you attended. We have a database of 
some of our Church musicians but  
know there are many more of you out 
there.

If you would like to hear what is 

happening musically and meet others 
involved in Church music in the diocese, 
send your details to me and you will be 
added to the network. There are some 
new initiatives coming up and we would 
like you to know about them and be part 
of them.

e-mail your details to me, Ken Joblin, 
Church Music Advisor, Diocesan Liturgy 
Commission.  kjoblin@chch.catholic.org.
nz or call me on 021-054-2462.

Proclaim 2014:
moving from 
Consumers to 
Contributors...

Some of the Christchurch participants at 
Proclaim 2014; Mark Hurdle, Cathie Hurdle, 
Sue McTague, Zita Descalzo, Matt Gardner, 
Mike Stopforth, Wayne McTague

West Gallery Organ, Cathedral of the 
Blessed Sacrament

Sacred Music Network
An Initiative of our Diocesan Liturgy 

Commission
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In the Diocese

Festival 200 — December 2014
Horncastle (formerly Westpac) Arena

It is almost a year since many of us came together in the 
Westpac Arena to conclude the Year of Faith. It was the biggest 
gathering of our Diocese in one place since St Pope John Paul 
II visited Christchurch in 1986. In December this year, we have 
another chance to gather in large numbers, this time with our 
brothers and sisters of other Christian traditions.

Festival 200 will mark 200 years since the Gospel was first 
preached in Aotearoa. Anglican minister Samuel Marsden was 
the first to do so in 1814, one of a wave of missionaries includ-
ing our own Bishop Pompallier and the Society of Mary.

This combined event on Sunday 7 December will recall how 
the Good News of Jesus Christ was heard and received in 
Canterbury in testimony, song, dance and presentation. Let us 
join with our fellow Christians to show a united face to Christ-
church, a city needing the message of hope which only Christ 
can bring. Organise a parish group and come along.

For more: contact Matt on 366-9869 or moconnell@chch.
catholic.org.nz

Sixty Years of Fidelity
Recently Arnold and Miep Verhuel renewed their wedding 
vows in St Patrick’s Church, Kaiapoi. Originally from Utrecht 
in the Netherlands, the couple were married in the Church 
of St John the Evangelist, Leeston on 24 April 1954. Arnold 
arrived in New Zealand in November 1952, and Miep came in 
January 1954.

“When we married, I didn’t speak English”, Miep said, “but 
we managed to find a Dutch priest, so the Nuptial Mass was in 
Dutch. This time we spoke in English,” she laughed.

They moved into a new house at Kaiapoi in 1961 and have 
remained there for 53 years. Across those years they have been 
active members of the St Patrick’s church community. God 
Bless them, may they have many more happy years together.
Fr Denis Nolan PP.
St Peter Chanel Parish, Waimakariri.

Dr Conor Sweeney 
is to give the 2014 
Cunneen Lecture, 
sponsored by our 
John Paul II Centre 
for life. Dr Sweeney 
lectures at the John 
Paul II Institute for 
Marriage and Family 
in Melbourne. 
He received his 
Licentiate in Sacred 
Theology from the 
Pontifical John Paul 
II Institute in Rome 
in 2010 and his 
Doctorate in Sacred 
Theology in 2012.

Attend the 
Cunneen Lecture, 
“Marriage in the Twenty-First Century” at Christ the King 
Parish Centre, Burnside, 7.00pm on Sunday, 9 November.

Seminar opportunity: Dr Sweeney will present “What is the 
New Evangelisation?”, Catholic Education Office, Barbadoes 
Street, 10.00am to 4.00pm, on Saturday, 8 November.

For more, call the John Paul II Centre for Life (03) 351-3225.Year for Consecrated Life
 “Awaken the world with prophetic witness 
that recalls the witness of your founders”
The Year for Consecrated Religious Life has been called by 
Pope Francis for 2015, to coincide with the 50th anniversary of 
the publication of the conciliar document on the renewal of 
consecrated life ‘Perfectae Caritatis’.  The Holy Father wants 
this year to be an occasion for ‘gratefully remembering’ the 
recent past and ‘embracing the future with hope’.

Bishop Jones has announced that we, too, will celebrate this 
event in our diocese beginning with an opening Mass at Our 
Lady of Victories, Sockburn, Friday 21 November 2pm, and 
continuing with a series of events, specifically for religious, 
but inclusive of all the faithful of the diocese.

Consequently this publication, over the next twelve months, 
will carry articles of interest including those of religious 
congregations who serve so faithfully in our diocese in a 
variety of ministries. 

Marriage in the Twenty-First 
Century
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Around the Parishes

“Would You Like 
Cream On Your 
Scone?”
Socialising and Mission fund-rais-
ing recently motivated six Christ-
church branches of the Catholic 
Women’s League to uphold a 
custom of old Canterbury. “High 
Afternoon Tea” was the order of the 
day. “We were entertained by the 
grandchildren of one of our mem-
bers and their friends on piano and 
violin.” Money raised was sent to 
Mission Communities in the Solo-
mon and Cook Islands.

Lord Griffiths 
Speaks About 
Haiti
In July, Dr Lord Leslie Griffiths 
visited Christchurch. Lord Griffiths 
is the Chief Superintendent and 
Minister of Wesley’s Chapel, the 
Cathedral of World Methodism 
in London. Members of the 
Christchurch Interfaith Society 
were among groups who 
heard him speak in St Mark’s 
Methodist Church about about his 
involvement with Haiti. He gave a 
brief review of the history of Haiti, 
his experiences during ten years 
as a missionary there, and his 
desire to help the nation become 
established as a democracy. His 
talk was greatly appreciated and 
led to an interesting Question and 
Answer time.



��  INFORM SEPTEMBER 2014

HAPPENINGS

St Mary’s Parish, Blenheim will be holding 150th 
celebrations over Labour Weekend, 24-26 October 
2014. Enquiries to the parish on 03 578 0038 or 
email StMary’s_Blenheim@xtra.co.nz

Christchurch Interfaith Society met for a pot luck 
dinner with some reflection on 2014 activities and 
planning for 2015.  For more details contact Sr 
Bertha Hurley smsm on 355 0959.

Retreat Evening for parents parenting alone was 
held at St Gregory’s Parish Centre, Bishopdale.  
Hosted by the John Paul II Centre for Life, the 
evening included drinks, nibbles, input, prayer and 
dinner.  

Revolution Camp for Year 9 – 10, held at Woodend 
Christian Camp, was an opportunity for young 
people to share their faith. 

A day of retreat with St John of the Cross was held 
at St Gregory’s Parish Centre, Bishopdale.  The day 
began with Mass, followed by talks on the purifying 
and transforming process and contemplation.

Joshua Catholic Men’s Fellowship continues to meet 
for prayer, discussion and fellowship.  In August, Fr 
John Rea sm spoke on the Healing Ministry.  For 
more information contact Chris on 027 646 4138.

Ignatian Spirituality Retreats were led by Kevin and 
Lyn Gallagher. The retreats explored the spiritual 

exercises of St Ignatius of Loyola and experiencing 
God in all things.
 
Biography of Blessed Antonio Rosmini-Serbati 
was launched in Christchurch at St Gregory’s Parish 
Centre, Bishopdale.  Written by Fr Michael Hill ic, 
the biography details the life of the founder of the 
Institute of Charity (Rosminians).

Dove Catholic Fellowship for Women met for a 
day with Fr John Rea sm at Christ the King Parish 
Centre, Burnside.  Contact Diane Findlay for more 
information – 312 8672 or on the web:  www.dove.
org.nz

Our Lady of Mount Carmel Sisters held their annual 
celebrations in July, including Mass celebrated by 
Bishop Barry, followed by afternoon tea.

Anniversary

St Patrick’s School, Waimate, marks the centenary of the 
beginning of World War I

“Our school acknowledged the onset of this heinous war by planting a tree, which over the years will grow, supply us 
with shade and give students time to reflect on those who gave their lives for their country.”

Schools
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Schools

ADULT EDUCATION COURSES 
Taught by staff of the Catholic Education Office for The Catholic 
Institute of Aotearoa, New Zealand

Want to learn more about your faith? Ongoing faith formation?

Introduction to Spirituality (for teachers)
30 September and 1 October, 2014 

Introduction to Christology 
3, 6, 7 October, 2014 
Introduction to New Testament
14, 16, 21, 23, 28, 30 October, 2014 

These courses can be taken for NZQA credit or for interest only.

For more information view the website  
www.chch.catholic.org.nz/tci 
or contact Charles Shaw phone 0�-��� 0���
email cshaw@chch.catholic.org.nz 

Wonderful Learning in Our 
Catholic Community
Senior Students of St Peter’s School Beckenham would 
like to let us know why being in their Catholic school in 
Fisher Avenue is great.

“St Peter’s school in Beckenham we believe is a great 
tribute to the Catholic community that we all live in. 
This is because of the nurture and care from our teach-
ers and parents that helps us to follow the footsteps 
of Jesus and live the charism of our school. One of the 
lines that we live by in our school is “Wonderful learn-
ing in our Catholic community” and we do that well at 
St Peter’s School.”

“Our senior class is small but that is a good thing 
because we have formed positive friendships. Being a 
senior student at St Peter’s School is fun because of all 
the leadership roles we get the chance to do and we can 
try new things in these various roles.”

“Some of the leadership positions at St Peter’s School 
are: Whanau (House) leader, Young Vinnies, Liturgy 
team, office duty, student leader and reading buddies. 
To be able do any of the responsibilities available we 
need to be able to be trusted by the teachers and other 
students to be reliable and responsible to complete the 
role.”

“We enjoy being a senior student and having leader-
ship roles because we have been able to go to inspiring 
events. One of the most important activities we have 
taken part in, this year, is the leadership day at Catho-
lic Cathedral College. This day was full of inspirational 
speeches, new ideas, challenges and mingling with 
other schools. We were encouraged to share interesting 
thoughts on how to complete leadership roles and it was 
full of fun.”

“Two students from our class also had the privilege to 
go to National Young Leaders day (NYLD). At this lead-
ers day there was five inspiring speakers.”

“Our school has a lot of fun events planned when you 
reach year 5 and above. These events include skiing, 
camp(s) and representative sports.”

“At the beginning of the year we went on camp at 
Wainui. While on camp we learned new skills, devel-
oped better teamwork and had a great time.”

“We like being in our school because it is a small 
school so we get to know everyone. Being a senior is a 
challenging, reliable, responsible job and fun because 
there’s always something coming up to look forward 
to.”
Well done St Peter’s, we hope you’ll go through life with 
a sense that “there’s always something coming up to 
look forward to.” and especially eternal life in Heaven 
with Jesus and all the saints.

Amelia Coleman at 
Commonwealth Games
Five-time New Zealand rhythmic gymnastics champion 
and current Villa Maria College Year 13 student, Amelia 
Coleman, recently returned from competing in the Glasgow 
Commonwealth Games. 

Amelia says her experience taught her that after many long 
and hard years of preparation, goals can be achieved and it is 
the most rewarding feeling especially when it is something as 
big as competing for your country!

The competition itself didn’t seem to faze Amelia who 
described it as ‘incredible’. “The SSE Hydro arena where the 

rhythmic gymnastics 
took place was 
huge,” she said. “I 
had 12,000 people 
sitting there around 
me watching and 
the atmosphere was 
amazing.” 

“To my surprise 
I wasn’t nervous, 
the huge stadium, 
cheering crowd, 
bright lights and 
cameras just got me 
excited. To know I 
had so many family 
and friends cheering 
me on from home 
was so cool too.”

In terms 
of Amelia’s 
performance, Amelia 
competed in a field 
of 32 world class 
rhythmic gymnasts 
and was placed 24th. 
A fantastic effort!
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Young Adults
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Young Adults

“Mass gives staff and students time and 
space for prayer and reflection.” (Marie Brett-
Kohistani, Coordinator.) “It’s great to be able to 
centre my day and studies around Christ and to 
have Him visit us on campus.” (Jacob Fagan, 
student in Japanese) “By going to mass, I have 
felt an inner peace and confidence that my 
beloved JESUS CHRIST will take care of things 
for me.” (Vineet Chirackal) “The union with 
Jesus is like fresh water and wind in the hot 
summer for my soul.” (Catherine)

Find Mass on campus, Wednesdays in term 
time at 12:10pm, in Room x204 For more, 
contact Mary Brett-Kohistani on CPIT: 940-8000.  
e-mail: brett-kohistanim@cpit.ac.nz

Director Chris Lysaght recently an-
nounced the expansion of the Catholic 
Youth Team (CYT). “It is a privilege to 
work for the Church, a joy to serve our 
diocese and receive the support of our 

Christ is Truly 
Present at CPIT

From left: Di, Sinéad and Maria.

New Youth Team Members Look Forward to Working in the Diocese
Bishop. It is a great blessing to nourish 
the lives of young people as they come 
into a deeper relationship with Jesus.” 
The new team members join Young 
Adults Co-ordinator Tim Malone, Music 
Co-ordinator Delbert Castillo and the 
2014 Mission Team.

Maria Boddington is the new Mission 
Team Co-ordinator. She and her hus-
band Aaron and their family moved to 
Christchurch from Wellington two years 
ago to assist with the rebuild. She brings 
a wealth of experience and energy to er 
role.

Diana Ingle is our new Mission Team 
Pastoral Co-ordinator and will direct 
youth events and camps. She has already 
been a mentor and spiritual director to 
many young adults. Diana is married 
with three children and brings a voice of 
wisdom and knowledge to her role.

Sinéad Gilgunn is our new Youth Co-
ordinator. Sinéad is from Ireland and 
has a Masters degree in Pastoral Studies 
from St Patrick’s Pontifical University 
in Maynooth. Her main role is to assist 
Parishes, Youth Groups, Leadership 
training and the delivery of youth camps. 
She came to New Zealand in 2011 and 
recently married her husband, Raymond.

We wish CYT every blessing in their 
work and pray for this special part of the 
Church’s mission, entrusted to them.

Jason McTague with camera in hand. Jason stepped down earlier this year 
On behalf of all those that you served we thank you for your 3 years of 
service to the ministry.

Website messages
The diocesan website: www.chch.
catholic.org.nz advertises events 
happening within the diocese. As a parish, 
school, or church group you are welcome 
to advertise events. You can list your event 
from the link on the home page under 
‘events’.
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Catholic people, Catholic thought, Catho-
lic action, Catholic prayer, Catholic music 
on air. Sounds Catholic is heard twice 
every Sunday - midday and 10.00pm on Plains FM, 96.9. On-
line http://www.chch.catholic.org.nz/radio

White collar workers needed for those thinking about 
the priesthood.  This group meets the first Tuesday of the 
month, 7.30-9.00pm, 88 Idris Road, Bryndwr.  For further 
information phone Fr Jack O’Connor 027 697 3035.

Thursday is a day to pray for our priests and vocations 
to the priesthood.  Prayer cards and family prayer leaflets are 
available in church foyers or visit http://www.chch.catholic.
org.nz/priesthood

John Paul II Centre for Life needs your help!  Volunteers 
are wanted to answer the phones, train to do needs assess-
ments in the pregnancy centre, provide hospitality, garden and 
help with fundraising events.  Contact the Centre of 351 3225 
or emailclare@jp2.org.nz

Give your marriage the gift of a weekend away 
from Friday 31 October to Sunday 2 November at Living 
Springs.  Hosted by John Paul II Centre and limited to 12 
couples book now on 351 3225 or email clare@jp2.org.nz

P.A.T.H.S is a support group for those struggling after a 
termination of pregnancy.  P.A.T.H.S provides a welcoming 
and safe place to talk.  The group meets in Christchurch on 
the third Tuesday of the month from 10.30am to midday.  For 
more information phone 0800 728 470 or email 
admin@postabortionpaths.org.nz

What’s On

Icon of St 
Mary of the 
Cross - see 
page 4

Keen to Meet New Trampers
1938 saw a group of Catholic friends meet to form Te 
Koha, a club to share their love of the outdoors. Within the 
first year, the name was changed to Te Tira Hari, “Good 
Companions” and then in 1948 to the Catholic Tramping 
Club of Christchurch: with sister clubs in Wellington and 
Auckland.  Early members confined most of their tramping to 
areas accessible by public transport. with the increase in car 
ownership, the scope of these trips dramatically increased.

Each year, we publish a calendar of trips, usually one day 
trip and one weekend trip per month. We offer a mix of 
easier and harder trips to cater to everyone’s abilities. Usual 
haunts are the Peninsula, Arthur’s and Lewis Passes and 
the West Coast. On long weekends and sometimes over the 
Christmas break, we venture further afield. Recently weekend 
trips included Hapuku Hut and Boo Boo Hut, a base camp in 
Arthur’s Pass. Day trips include Craigieburn Forest Park and 
Mt Grey. Fr Kevin Mears sm is now our Chaplain and offers 
Mass enroute. We are still “Good Friends”.

For more: email to ctcofchristchurch@hotmail.com, or 
phone Lynette on 027 321 0936.

Rose Petal Evening - join the Beatitudes Community 
in celebrating the feast of St Therese,  Saturday 4th October 
5:30pm vespers followed by shared dinner. 67 Leithfield Rd, 
Leithfield. Ph 03 314 8837.


