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NGA MIHI NUI FROM THE 
EDITORIAL DESK
My thanks to all who submitted stories and photos to 
Inform in 2014. You gave us a great insight into what 
goes on around the Diocese, particularly in our smaller 
centres. More of your stories are in this, our final issue 
in 2014.

Inform Issue 99 (the Summer Issue) looks back at 
the spring. As I write, we have just celebrated a Mass 
inaugurating the Year for Consecrated Life. We have 
extended coverage of those living that life along with 
photos from the Mass. Inform was present at the 
ceremony closing St Joseph’s parish church, Papanui. 
We reflect with Inform Photographer Peter Fleming and 
his wife Debbie on their September pilgrimage on the 
Way of St James. You can read a moving article on the 
life of Benedictine Oblate, Joanna Matthew. Though she 
is from the Auckland Diocese, this article is pertinent as 
we have just concluded November, the final month of 
the Church’s year where we pray for the holy souls in 
Purgatory.

Autumn 2015 will be our 100th Issue of Inform. We 
will look back over key stories and contributions made 
since its beginning in 1991. There is much to give thanks 
for as we conclude 2014 and prepare for the coming of 
our Lord at Christmas and at the end of time.
In Christ
Ken Joblin (Interim Editor)
Zac Ashley (Interim Assistant Editor)
With thanks to: Graphic Editor Peter Fleming
Deadline for next issue: Friday 27 February 2015

FROM THE BISHOP
E hoa ma, dear friends in Christ.
For some time now, the Sisters of 
Our Lady of Compassion have been 
promoting the Beatification of their 
foundress, Mother Mary Aubert. Fr. 
Maurice Carmody is the Postulator 
for the Cause. He has spent much 
time in preparing the necessary 
documentation for the Congregation 
for the Causes of Saints. A vital step 
in the process is the verification of 
a miracle due to the intercession of 
Mother Mary Aubert. A Christchurch man has notified the 
Sisters of Compassion of his healing from blindness. It is now 
necessary to hold a formal and official enquiry into this cure 
to ascertain whether or not a miracle has occurred; that is, a 
cure from blindness which has no medical explanation. The 
man concerned had been reading about Mother Mary Aubert, 
and had begun to pray to her seeking her intercession. The 
formal enquiry requires evidence to be given on oath, and will 
follow a process required by the Congregation for the Causes 
of Saints. Bishop Emeritus Basil Meeking has given his ready 
agreement to preside at this diocesan enquiry which will take 
place next year.

A Changing of the Guard in the 
Bishop’s Office
In September, Brigid Marr was appointed Personal Assistant to 
the Bishop. Brigid follows on from Angela Woolstencroft who 
retired from the role on 3 October. Angela held this position 
since 2000, serving both Bishops Cunneen and Jones. As PA to 
the Bishop, Angela was part of the lives of many people and 
her warm presence, particularly on the phone, was appreciated 
by many of us. Among many tasks, she assisted me in proofing 
five issues of Inform. We are sorry to see her go and wish her 
every blessing in retirement. We know she is looking forward 
to spending more time with her family.

Brigid Marr is originally from the Bay of Plenty. Over 
the last nine years, she has held various medical reception 
positions. Most recently, she worked at the Amberley Medical 
Centre. Brigid has a close association with the Beatitudes 
Community in Leithfield. She began her new appointment 
on 30 September and is now part of the team at Cathedral 
House. Brigid is looking forward to assisting many of us in the 
coming years. May the Lord bless her in her work.
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Bishop’s Pastoral Office
New Property and Development 
Manager appointed

In September, 
Keith Beal became 
our new Property 
and Development 
Manager. In 
appointing him, 
Bishop Jones noted 
that “Keith brings 
extensive experience 
in the planning and 
delivery of major 
capital projects. 
These include a 
£650 million 10-year 
programme at the 
University of Salford 
(Manchester), 
the delivery of a 
£2 billion plan to 
centralise all BBC 
news activities in 
London and re-
locate 2,300 posts 
to Manchester,” 
said Bishop Jones. 

“The magnitude of the task facing our Diocese in relation 
to the re-instatement and re-development of churches and 
infrastructure requires a leader with Keith’s background and 
experience. Keith’s skills will be essential as we embark on 
undertaking the projects and changes as recommended to me 
in a draft strategic document,” Bishop Jones said.

To date engineering investigations have been undertaken on 
all Churches and Schools throughout the Diocese: there is a 
good understanding as to the work required and the costs of 
repairs, strengthening and replacement of buildings.

With Christmas and the new year fast approaching, our Catholic Shop 
can assist in encouraging us in holiness. Your needs for calendars, cards, 
candles, gifts, crucifixes, nativity sets and much more will be met by 
contacting Bernard on 03-366-2853 or by visiting 79 Forfar street, St. 
Albans.

Our Catholic Shop

Keith Beal, the newly appointed Property and 
Development Manager for the Diocese.

Addington Parish Recognises New 
Zealand’s Third Official Language
Jenna Gutteridge is assisting our Catholic Deaf Community 
by providing sign language once a month at Sunday Mass in 
Addington’s Church of the Sacred Heart.

A new bishop for Hamilton 
a message from Bishop Barry Jones
Dear parishioners, last Sunday the Holy Father, Pope Francis 
appointed one of our Christchurch priests, Father Stephen 
Lowe as the third bishop of Hamilton.
Bishop-elect Stephen Lowe is a son of our diocese, born and 
raised in Hokitika.  Since his priestly ordination in 1996 he 
has served in parishes in Westland (Greymouth), South and 
Mid Canterbury (Timaru & Ashburton) and Christchurch 
(Mairehau).  More recently he has spent the last six years 
serving at Holy Cross Seminary in Auckland as Director of 
Formation before returning at the start of November to reside 
in Burnside parish.
We are delighted that Bishop-elect Lowe has been appointed 
to serve in the Hamilton Diocese.  However we also know that 
Hamilton’s gain is a significant loss of one of our priests here 
in Christchurch.  It is not easy to lose him from the priestly 
fraternity of Christchurch.
I invite you to join with me in congratulating Bishop-elect 
Lowe on this significant appointment in his priestly life, and 
I ask that you join with me in prayer for him, that God will 
continue to form Bishop-elect Steve in the image of Christ, the 
Good Shepherd.
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In the Diocese

Parish Formation 2015
Remember the formation sessions which marked the Year 
of Faith in 2013? Such was their success, that the Bishop’s 
pastoral Office is pleased to offer five sessions in 2015. They 
include “What is Evangelisation?”, “Reflections on the Mass”, 
“Catholic Social Teaching”, “Being Gift in Marriage” and “The 
Significance of Religious Life”. Parishes will receive further 
information before the end of the year. For more, contact Matt 
on 366-9869 or moconnell@chch.catholic.org.nz

Race Night
October saw the John Paul II Centre for Life hold their 
first fund-raising Race Night. 300 people from Rangiora to 
Ashburton had a fabulous night. People commented that they 
had not had a chance to gather with others like this since the 
earthquake. They enjoyed connecting with old friends and 
spending time with their Parish Priest while raising $12,000 
for the John Paul II Centre for Life.

With the help of parishioners, the priests took part in a 
priest punting competition, 
won by Fr Dan Doyle of the 
Ferrymead Parish. Before offering 
Grace, Bishop Jones thanked 
the Centre for its good work. 
“We are looking forward to our 
Race Night in 2016,” said Centre 
director, Clare Bell.

Spring openings 
at St John of 
God Hauora 
Trust
Spring saw Bishop Jones 
bless two facilities of the St 
John of God Hauora Trust. 
In September, their Waipuna 
facility was officially re-opened 
by former Trust Chairperson, 
Garry Donnithorne. “We now 
have a physical environment to support us to deliver our 
services to more children, families and young people locally, as 
well as across Canterbury and beyond,” said Sarah Williams, 
Regional Manager (Southern), Community, Youth and Child 
Services. In November, Selwyn District Mayor, Kelvin Coe, 
led a ceremony celebrating the opening of a second home in 
Rolleston for people living with a disability. “The homes we 
have in the Rolleston community exemplify our social model 
of care where people with complex needs can live a full life 
as part of a supportive community,” said Virginia Spoors, 
Regional Manager (Southern), Health and Disability Services.

Hospital contacts
Most hospitals no longer provide names of Catholic patients to our 
chaplains. If there is someone from your family going to hospital, 
please advise the chaplain:
Burwood Hospital: Karen Marra, 021 114 9463
Christchurch Hospital: Sr Mary Hanrahan, 364 0640 (x89554)
Hilmorton Hospital: Gloria Magee, 022 186 1734
Princess Margaret Hospital: Karen Marra, 021 114 9463
St George’s Hospital: Fr Rick Loughnan, 351 9502

Fr Dan Doyle being 
presented his award.
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In August, Christ the King parishioner, Pat Barrett, 
accompanied by four Catholic young people, (below) joined 
with a thousand delegates in Bogota for the third World 
Apostolic Congress on Mercy. They heard Cardinal Ruben 
Salazar, Archbishop of Bogota, speak movingly on the effects 
of narco-terrorism, state repression, kidnappings, and 
violence, which have plagued Colombian society. “Where was 
the Mercy of God, for the mother who was given the mutilated 
body of her son? Where was the Mercy of God for those 
incinerated by a cylinder bomb in a church? Where? On the 
Cross!! Mercy is a cost, an act of pain sometimes. Take the pain 
and use it to forgive others and to love. Let us pray for them.”

The attendees also visited orphanages and homes for older 
people, and people in poverty around Bogota. New Zealand’s 
next Divine Mercy congress will be held in Auckland in 2016, 
for the Oceania Region.

For more, see: thedivinemercy.org/news/story

What is ‘the New 
Evangelisation’?
with Dr Conor Sweeney
In early November, 
Canadian Conor Sweeney 
was in Christchurch 
at the invitation of the 
John Paul II Centre for 
Life. He gave the 2014 
Cunneen Lecture on 
“Marriage in the 21st 
Century” at our Burnside 
parish. He lectures in 
sacramental theology 
and postmodern 
philosophy at the John 
Paul II Institute for 
Marriage and Family in 
Melbourne.

In the same 
weekend, Dr Sweeney gave an all-day Seminar on the New 
Evangelisation. The following ideas touched my heart. Dr 
Conor used the example of the smile of a mother, when she 
first sees her new born child for the first time, to illustrate 
the smile of Jesus in the Sacraments. The Sacraments are 
an exchange of love and “love is the only adequate answer 
to the post-modern world”. The New Evangelisation begins 
in the confessional. The Sacrament of Reconciliation is the 
most radical part of being Catholic. The New Evangelisation is 
grounded in the Eucharist — a deep personal encounter with 
Jesus Christ. The New Evangelisation has marriage and family 
at its heart.

We must start small, with ourselves, and answer the call to 
holiness. The real work of the New Evangelisation happens 
first in our own hearts as we encounter the smile of the Father.

The seminar was recorded and will be available from the 
John Paul II Centre for Life shortly.

Matt O’Connell

Where was 
the Mercy of 
God?
Divine Mercy Congress, 
Colombia
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Cathedral Choir and Orchestra 
sing Mozart’s Requiem for a 
capacity crowd in St.  Mary’s 
Pro-Cathedral

In the Diocese
Five and Fifty Years
“The Catholic Church rejects nothing 
which is true and holy in [other world] 
religions ... the church looks with 
sincere respect on their ways of life, 
rules and teachings ...” These words 
from the Second Vatican Council 50 
years ago marked a radical change in 
the church’s approach to believers of 
other religions. This call of the church 
to enter into a deeper relationship 
with believers of other faiths lies at 
the origin of the NZ Catholic Bishops 
decision to establish a Committee for 
Interfaith Relations five years ago. The 
committee is also a response to the 
“signs of the times” in the new reality 
of religious diversity in New Zealand. 
The committee has met regularly over 
the past five years, and worked to 
build relationships with other faith 
communities in New Zealand through 
a dialogue of life, service, advocacy 
and theological reflection. We have 
discovered that these inter-personal, and 
inter-community relationships lie at the 
heart of interfaith dialogue. Another 
important priority is education within 
the Catholic community, and we have 
prepared resources and workshops for 
this.

For more information: contact Sister 
Catherine Jones, smsm c.jones@
wn.catholic.org.nz

Many were saddened to hear that 
John Ritchie died on September 29, his 
93rd birthday. He had been commonly 
acknowledged as the “father of music” 
in Christchurch, and deeply involved for 
many years as a Catholic composer and 
parish musician.

Born in Wellington, he grew up 
in Dunedin, where his talent was 
recognised by Vernon Griffiths. He 
graduated in music from Otago 
University and trained as a teacher at 
Dunedin Teachers’ College. He served 
as a pilot in the Fleet Air Arm during 
World War II, and undertook further 
musical studies in Britain and the 
U.S. He was appointed junior lecturer 
in music at Canterbury in 1946, and 
retired as professor in 1985. In 1986, he 
was appointed Professor Emeritus, and 
awarded an honorary doctorate in 2000.

John and his wife Anita converted 
to Catholicism in 1953. The year after, 
his most highly regarded choral work 
“Lord, When The Sense Of Thy Sweet 
Grace” was published by Novello & Co. 
His published Mass No. 4 proved an 
economical parish setting reflecting his 
lengthy involvement as choirmaster 
at Our Lady of Fatima in Mairehau. In 
1986, he was Musical Director for the 
Papal Visit to Christchurch.

Our Cathedral of the Blessed 
Sacrament Orchestra took his lovely 
string orchestra prelude on the Irish 
tune Slane to Dublin’s Pro-Cathedral 
in 1989, and in 1997 he responded to 
my request for a new Mass to be taken 
round Europe during our Millennium 

tour with the Missa Corpus Christi. One 
of the last recorded mementos of our 
shattered cathedral is a Praise Be special 
from 1997, including both the Mass, 
celebrated by Bishop Cunneen, and an 
interview with the composer.

Of his five children, the best known 
in musical circles is Dr Anthony Ritchie, 
whose recent Symphony (recorded by 
Concert FM) is entirely based on our 
cathedral’s Stations of the Cross, now 
trapped in their desolate building. John 
was greatly loved, and will be dearly 
missed.
Don Whelan, Musical Director
St Mary’s Pro-Cathedral

Sister Bertha Hurley smsm Receives Award for 
30 years of service in interfaith dialogue.  Sister 
Bertha Hurley (Christchurch) has been involved 
in interfaith work for over 30 years, especially 
in the dialogue with Hinduism. She brings 
this experience to strengthening the interfaith 
community and the city’s spiritual renewal.

John Ritchie RIP
Musical Director for Papal 
Visit to Christchurch Dies

Above: 
enjoying a 
glass of wine 
with Ellen 
Doyle and the 
Honourable 
Margaret 
Austin. Right: 
at the launch 
of the Lilburn 
Biography.
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On Friday 10 October 2014, the Catholic Early Learning 
Centre, Tafesilafa’I, Christchurch, was visited by the 
Prime Minister, John Key and members of his entourage.

1. He was given a warm welcome by the pre-schoolers, 
the Supervisor and Staff as well as parents and Members 
of the Samoan Catholic Cathedral Community and Board 
Members.

As a Catholic Samoan preschool, Tafesilafa’i, has 
a Catholic character which is evident in the Catholic 
pictures and spirit that pervades the curriculum and 
activities. The Aim is to provide quality childcare with 
stimulating and educational programmes, fully immersed 
in the Samoan language and culture, within a safe and 
caring environment.

Back Row: President and Senior Members of the 
Samoan Community, L-R Sr Barbara Hurley RNDM 26 
years with Samoan Cmty, Fr Paulo Filoiali-i, Chaplain 
to Samoan Cmty, Mothers and Staff, John Key PM, 
Supervisor, Board Member & parents, Nicky Wagner 
MP, Front Row: Children attending the Early Learning 
Centre. 

2. The PM, with hammer in hand, helps in the rebuild 
of Christchurch, closely supervised by three and four 
year olds. The children engaged in their usual activities 
while the PM moved around the groups enjoying the 
interchange with busy workers who were not overawed by 
the occasion.  The philosophy of the Centre, that a happy 
Staff makes for a happy environment and therefore happy 
children, is evident.

3. John Key and the Supervisor, Omai  Mailei, in an 
information exchange regarding the aims and practices 
of Early Learning Education and of Tafesilafa’i in 
particular. The History: in 1988, three mothers from the 
Samoan Catholic Community, Sepora Ah Kuoi, Seneuefa 
Leota and Korina Taniela, worked with the Catholic 
Diocese of Christchurch and the Ministry of Education to 
establish a play centre.  The founders recognised the need 
for a learning environment that is built on Catholicism 
and Early Childhood Education. In 1989, the group, 
with the assistance of Maryan Va’afusuaga, a qualified 
ECE teacher, applied for funding from the Ministry of 
Education and the preschool was established.

4. The Prime Minister John Key obliging a small 
photographer, surrounded by his friends and co-workers.

The Supervisor, Omai Mailei in a green puletasi, in 
the centre of the back row, Kose  Seinafo, a parent in the 
Ministry of Education for the South Island, Nicky Wagner 
MP to the right of the PM, with other Staff and members 
of the Ministry of Education.

1

2

3

4
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Around the Parishes

St Peter’s Rock Group at 
Mesopotamia
For 18 years, Passionist Family Groups have been an integral 
part of parish life at St Peter’s in Beckenham. Seven mixed-
age groups meet once a month for a social gathering. Belying 
the purely social nature of the gathering, is the bonding and 
friendship that forms over an extended period especially in 
times of need and celebration.

One ideal for one family group is to get away together for 
an occasional weekend. St Peter’s Rock Group recently went 
to Mesopotamia Station up the headwaters of the Rangitata 
River. A highlight of high country weekend was Mass on 
Sunday morning gathered around the fireplace with our 
teenagers providing the accompanying music.

Hornby-Darfield Recognises 
Generous Service
In October, the new Hornby-Darfield Parish held Thanksgiving 
Masses at St Bernadette’s, Hornby and St Joseph’s, Darfield. 
The intention of these two Masses was to honour, celebrate 
and thank senior parishioners for their contribution to their 
parishes over many years. In that time, they have undertaken 
numerous tasks, (both liturgical and practical) to make the 
Parish run smoothly. Their role as teachers of the Faith and 
their love of the Church was also honoured.

Fr Paulo Filoialii gave certificates of Appreciation complete 
with a St Joseph or St Bernadette medal to each of these 
faithful parishioners. All those who have been part of St 
Bernadette’s and St Joseph’s, along with the closed churches 
of St Michael’s, Burnham, St Teresa’s, Colgate, and St 
Brendan’s, Templeton were also remembered.

After 8.30am Mass in Darfield, morning tea was shared with 
all parishioners including a celebration cake. A shared lunch 
was enjoyed after the 10.30am Mass in Hornby; special tables 
set for the seniors with the youth of the Parish preparing the 
food, making the tea and coffee, doing the dishes and waiting 
on the tables. In a world where much is transitory, it is good to 
recognise commitment and fidelity and to acknowledge how 
much we benefit from it.

Papanui Parishioners Receive OBE
Recently, members of St Joseph’s Parish, Papanui, were 
presented with an OBE certificate from Aged Concern 
for voluntary services to the community. The “Older But 
Exceptional” award was presented to Kathleen Davies and 
Margaret Verheijen for twenty years service at the St Vincent 
de Paul shop in Papanui. Myra Barry received her award for 
many years of voluntary work in various areas including the 
St Vincent De Paul Society and taking communion to the sick 
each week.

Their Parish Priest Fr John Adams was present at the 
awards, held at the Papanui RSA.

Katarina Sukhanov, first resident of the second St John of 
God Selwyn home, and Mr Kelvin Coe, Mayor of Selwyn 

District, cut a 
ribbon as part 
of a celebration 
of the 
construction of 
St John of God 
Hauora Trust’s 
second home 
in Rolleston 
for people 
living with a 
disability.

St. Peter’s Rock Group at Mesopotamia 
Station for the weekend
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St Francis of Assisi, Mairehau 
Celebrates Their Patron
This year, 4 October was celebrated with a difference. 
Spearheaded by our Parish Priest, Fr Simon Eccleton, the 
parish entered an exciting weekend imitating the ways of our 
patron, through prayer and faith in action. The highlight of 
the weekend was 40 hours of constant Eucharistic adoration. 
Adoration began on 2 October after a special midnight Mass 
to commence the weekend. Several slots were adopted by 
different groups in the parish, with these hours drawing 
larger numbers. The St Vincent de Paul society organised a 
liturgy themed around service to the poor. Several hours were 
devoted to communal prayer, including a family holy hour, 
led by Fr Antoine from the Community of St John, an hour 

of Taizé songs 
and a Transitus 
ceremony led 
by the Secular 
Franciscans. 
The Transitus 
ceremony was 
a particular 
highlight as it 
narrated the story 
of St Francis’ 
faith as he praised 
Christ whilst on 
his deathbed and 
welcomed his 
sister death’.

With St Francis 
being known for 
his love for nature, 
parishioners were 
invited to put our 
faith into action. 
As a fitting end 
to our weekend, 

we met at one of the ‘Greening the Rubble’ sites in the city, 
for two hours of community service on Sunday afternoon. 
Around 50 parishioners gathered with tools in hand, ready 
to help in the transformation. Our tasks included weeding, 
shovelling and moving barrow loads of bark onto garden beds, 
and planting. The site we worked on (Manchester Street and 
Cambridge Terrace corner) is one of Greening the Rubble’s 
Places of Tranquility: there are six sites planned along the 
River Avon). Two communities are represented at this site  
– Pasifika (Maori and Pacific) and south-east Asia. We look 
forward to heading back soon, with a picnic!

Green thumbs and green notes  
go together!
Fr Michael Pui, the Parish Priest of OLV, invited various groups 
in his parish to organise fund-raising events. “The aim is 
not so much at getting funds but having fun and creating 
occasions for people to interact. When people come together, 
and work together, opportunities to get to know each other are 
increased. The side-effect of course is the funds that trickle in 
for other projects in the parish,” said Fr Pui.

Several groups responded to his invitation, including the 
newly formed Youth Group running quiz nights and the 
Catholic Women’s League selling raffles and fridge-magnets. 
Recently the Parish Choir organised a plant sale where several 
hundred dollars were raised.  Green thumbs and green notes 
go together!

 As we go to print there would have been two further events, 
“Judgment Day!!” for the “Spud in the bucket” growing 
contest and an Ethnic Food Fair.

On 12 October, Fr Thuma Chinnappa officiated at a moving ceremony 
of the Consecration to the Immaculate Heart of Mary and Crowning 
of the Image in SACRED Heart Basilica, Timaru.
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God, Food and Shelter
An OLV couple’s Pilgrimage on the Camino 
de Santiago
The Camino de Santiago (Way of St James) starts in St Jean 
Pied de Port in France and ends 800kms later in Santiago 
de Compostela in north western Spain. It is there that the 
remains of St James the apostle are reportedly interred. It is a 
major pilgrimage route for people around the world.

Our journey started back in 2008 after returning from a 
Pilgrimage to Italy and France with our Sockburn parish of 
Our Lady of Victories. We wondered “what next?” and the 
Camino de Santiago was mentioned. We did not take it very 
seriously as we could not imagine ourselves walking such a 
distance. However, the seed was sown and on 1 September 
this year we found ourselves setting off from St Jean and 32 
days later we arrived in Santiago. We completed one of the 
defining experiences of our lives.

It was a time of great joy and challenge, physically, mentally 
and spiritually. We took with us the support and prayers of 
family, friends and fellow parishioners and we were delighted 
to remember them in our prayers. Thanks to the wonders of 
the modern age, many were able to share our journey via a 
daily blog and it become part of the morning routine to see 
who had left a comment.

There are many reasons for doing the Camino; the physical 
challenge, ticking off a long distance walk on your “bucket 
list” or as a spiritual journey. We were definitely the latter, 
pilgrims on a journey, NOT TOURISTS. On numerous occasions 
it was abundantly clear that God was with us. We would find 
accommodation when struggling with heat exhaustion or 
injury. Locals would point us in the right direction when there 
was danger of taking the wrong path or a water supply would 
be around the corner when we needed it most. Others were of 
a deeply personal nature that will influence us for the rest of 
our lives.

We made many discoveries along the trail, both about 
ourselves and each other (even after 32 years of marriage) 
and had many aspects of our faith confirmed especially with 
regard to prayer. “Hail Mary’s” do help blistered feet keep 
going and asking God for help to overcome the mental hurdles 
of walking every day does work.

One of the traditions of the Camino is for pilgrims to take a 
rock from their home and leave it at the highest point of the 
trail, the Cruz de Ferro. These are left at the foot of a cross, 
along with special prayers and intentions. We took along two 
very small stones: one from the Bridle Path between Lyttelton 

and Christchurch and the other from the north tower of the 
Cathedral of the Blessed Sacrament. Our prayers were that the 
pioneering spirit of early settlers will continue with today’s re-
build and that one day we will have a Cathedral again.

There were many highlights: the kindness of the Spanish 
people, having meals with fellow pilgrims from all around the 
world, spectacular scenery and glorious sunrises as we walked 
up mountain trails with headlamps before dawn, in an effort 
to beat the heat. Sharing Mass with other pilgrims in beautiful 
old village churches or soaring medieval cathedrals or evening 
vespers in a sixteenth century church that looked decidedly 
fragile to Christchurch post-earthquake eyes, was also very 
special. But most of all, it was a journey of prayer, sometimes 
formal traditional prayer but often walking in silence for 
extended periods, being open to God. Without doubt, He 
walked along with us. Prayer sustained us, our own and those 
of the many who prayed for us and we are eternally grateful to 
them.

We were asked on our return if we were “holier”. That is not 
something we can truly judge: certainly our faith is deeper as 
well as the awareness of the constant presence of God. As a 
couple, our love and commitment to each other has never been 
greater.

For 32 days of walking we carried our worldly requirements 
on our backs and our needs were reduced to the essentials of 
God, food and shelter. The joys and blessings we experienced 
‘on Camino’ will remain with us for the rest of our lives.
Debbie and Peter Fleming
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From Te Rangimarie
Kia ora e Pa Waewae.

In September, the congregation of Te Rangimarie, including 
some who travelled from Ashburton and Greymouth, gathered 
together for a potluck lunch to farewell Pa Waewae, (Fr 
Kevin Foote), on his retirement. Rangatahi presented him 
with a framed photograph of the chapel statue of Our Lady, 
resplendent in her korowai. He was delighted with this gift 
as we all know of his devotion to the Mother of Christ. Aware 
also of his fondness for pavlova, the tables were adorned with 
pavlovas and filled meringues, among a wonderful variety of 
kai. Ma te Atua koe, e Pa, e manaaki, e tiaki, i nga wa katoa.

Ka mate…. ka mate....
In October, Te Rangimarie had visitors attending Mass 

who, later over kai, treated us with he korero pai reka, a 
very entertaining, informal talk. Our visitors were Gilbert 
Enoka, mental skills coach for the All Blacks & his wife, 
Michelle. Between them they gave us some great insights 
into our national game and inspired us with some of the 
same motivational ideas that Gilbert applies to the All 
Blacks. It was very interesting too, to hear the important 
part whanaungatanga and karakia play in the life of the All 
Black team. Everybody enjoyed Question & Answer time 
— including Gilbert!!

Photo includes from right Michelle & Gilbert Enoka, Anna Mulvenna, 
(Ireland), Warwick Shaw, (Greymouth).

Joanna Ellen Matthew
By Peter Grace
Joanna Matthew, the sister of Holy Family parish priest Fr 
Andrew Matthew, died on October 25. She was 48 years old 
and a long term kidney transplant patient. Miss Matthew was 
a lay woman of great faith and prayer, and a tireless worker for 
the Church.

At her requiem Mass at Holy 
Family parish on 29 October, 
celebrated by Bishop Patrick Dunn, 
with 18 other priests, Fr Matthew 
told a congregation of 300 that his 
sister knew that the worst thing 
that could happen to any person 
was to be disconnected from 
God the Father. “Our Church is 
a Church of hope, positive hope, 
optimistic hope,” he said. “We are 
all called to be saints and friends of 
God.”

He is still our loving Father, even 
when we suffer. “Joanna trusted 
Jesus and was optimistic to the 
point that she could suffer her cancer without morphine.” She 
decided to endure the pain for herself, and for others, saying 
“Pain is painful, but it’s not bad for you!”.

Fr Matthew described her agony. “I couldn’t bear it any 
longer and I went into the next room and prayed before the 
Crucifix, and I said, ‘Lord, enough is enough! How long?’ It 
was another long hour before she passed away.” Unbeknown 
to him, many people were at that time praying a holy hour 
with Joanna in the spirit of her offering. Joanna often told her 
brother: “My cross, is a cross of soft pillows, a beautiful duvet 
and a mattress, but it’s still an offering.”

Joanna was a serious person who took seriously her 
obligation to be holy in the world. Fr Matthew said he would 
sometimes come home exhausted, “and Joanna would say, 
‘Well, just suck it up for heaven’”.

Joanna was a Benedictine Oblate and part of the Tyburn 
Benedictine family. Every day she offered the Tyburn prayer 
of consecration. Before she died, they discussed the colour of 
her coffin. “Joanna was never married, and that is why I bury 
her in a white coffin,” he said. “Joanna, the teacher to the very 
end, agreed: ‘White, because I want to show teenagers they 
can live a pure life in the world today’. His sister understood 
her vocation as a single lay person living in the world, 
Fr Matthew said. The mother house of the Congregation 
in London gave approval for Joanna to be buried at their 
monastery cemetery at Ngakuru, in the south Waikato.

Joanna Ellen Matthew was buried there on 30 October. May 
she rest in peace.

Pa Kevin & Altar Server, Rosaria Martin, Con-
celebrant, Fr Chris Friel.
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Around the Parishes

While the ebb and flow of parish life 
has seen priests and religious sisters 
come and go, there are many who, as 
the living stones of St Joseph’s, have 
cared for this church over their lifetime. 
I speak from the perspective of one of 
many parishioners who have been part 
of this worshipping community all their 
lives. I shall reflect on the 1950’s and 
1960’s.

Since its construction, generations 
of families have gathered in the red 
brick church. In the beginning, their 
entry was into a much smaller building, 
accessed from Main North Road where 
the foundation plaque is located. In 
1956 the church was extended to the 
north, forming the building in its 
current shape. With my parents having 
married in this church and nine of their 
ten children also being married here, 
there is rich personal history. Other 
parishioners share similar heritage, 
with children or grandchildren having 
returned to be married in front of the 
altar. Many of us were carried into the 
church for Baptism, been fully immersed 
into the sacramental life of the church 
through First Holy Communion and 
Confirmation and have had children and 
grandchildren follow our footsteps. From 
this church we have farewelled beloved 
family members, parents, siblings, 
husbands or wives, children, and many 

friends. The likelihood was that one day 
it would be our turn to be carried out.

Over the decades we have entered the 
cool, calm of the church, contrasting 
with the increased volume of traffic on 
Main North Road, stepping into “Domus 
Dei”, the House of God as inscribed on 
the floor of the eastern portal to visit 
“Ara Caeli”, the Altar of Heaven, as 
inscribed at the west. We have listened 
to the Word of God being proclaimed 
under the gaze of the Four Evangelists 
whose images were on the roof beams, 
and been guided by the Holy Spirit 
whose image also appears in the vault of 
St Joseph’s.

Parishioners might recall sitting in 
their usual wooden pew, unpadded, with 
larger families often occupying a whole 
row, often seven or more wriggling 

children lined up. For posterity some 
miscreants also scored their names into 
the pews; these seemed mostly to be 
boy’s names. A high number of priests 
in the parish offered the possibility of 
attending one of five Sunday Masses, 
7.00am, followed by the 8.15am, 
9.30am, 11.00am and 7.00pm Masses. 
During winter, the hiss and flicker of 
gas heaters high on the walls offered 
a valiant attempt at warmth, this was 
largely unsuccessful and during Mass we 
could see our breath condensing. Altar 
servers, males only at the time, would 
serve at each Mass and many will recall 
hearing tales of Brian Ashby, later Bishop 
of Christchurch Diocese, who walked 
or cycled from Belfast to also serve at 
early weekday Mass, before repeating 
the journey to attend St Joseph’s 
School.  Prior to the Second Vatican 
Council, there were altar rails around 
the sanctuary; these were subsequently 
removed and the altar structured to 
allow the priest to celebrate Mass facing 
the congregation.

 This is St Joseph’s, upgraded, 
redecorated, strengthened, but alas few 
churches have been built to withstand 
the might and destruction of nature at 
its best or worst. We now look to the 
future when another House of God 
will arise in its place, that will make 
possible fitting worship to God, under 
the patronage of St Joseph – a church 
which will be visible as the home which 
serves the ongoing needs of the vibrant 
community that is Papanui Parish.
Marie-Therese McRae (nee Summerfield)

Farewelling Our House of God
St Joseph’s Church, 
Papanui, 2 November 2014
The Commemoration  
Of All Souls
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Religious Christian Brothers 
in Our Diocese
“As Brothers we are called by God to 
form gospel communities which are our 
principal means of evangelization. Each 
of us is evangelized, both through life in 
community and through ministry... we 
are called to respond to Christ, present 
and appealing to us in the poor...we are 
called to witness by prophetic action to our 
option for the poor and the oppressed.”

There are six Brothers living in 
Wharenui Rd in Riccarton. One Brother 
oversees the administration of the New 
Zealand region of the Oceania province 
and, as well, he is also responsible for 
the care of the aged and infirm Brothers. 
Most of our lives have been spent in the 
classroom but now that we have retired 
from teaching we are associated with St 
Thomas of Canterbury College where we 
support the staff and students in their 
various activities as part of the Edmund 
Rice Network.

Individually members of the 
community are involved in such works 
as hospital, jail and rest home visitation, 
taking communion to the sick and 
the house-bound and participation in 
parish activities including RCIA, prayer 
meetings, Mass Reading and Prayers of the 
Faithful. We participate in the diocesan 
perpetual adoration, we assist in the 
works the St Vincent de Paul Society and 
the City Mission and generally try to be of 
assistance to the needy people of our area.

We are a community of prayer and 
hospitality. We look upon these two 
aspects of our lives as important means of 
evangelization. There is always a warm 
reception for visitors and they are most 
welcome to join us in prayer and for a 
meal.
Br John O’Shea

A joyful celebration of Religious Jubilee 
was held by the Sisters of Our Lady of 
the Missions, their families and friends 
at Sacred Heart Church Addington, 
on Sunday 17 August. Four sisters 
celebrated their Diamond Jubilees 

– Sisters Margaret Purdie, originally 
from Addington, Theresa Galvin 
(Leeston), Maureen Duncan (Woolston) 
and Leone Markham (Auckland). 
Their pastoral outreach over the sixty 
years of Consecrated Life includes 
prison chaplaincy, works of education, 
settlement of refugees, prayer and 
hospitality, catechetical and formation 
work ... in several countries including 
New Zealand, Samoa, Philippines, 
Canada and Italy.

We give thanks for these sisters 
for living in fidelity to their Religious 
Missionary calling and for their years of 
loving service.

Thomas Merton 
Pilgrimage
The Christchurch Chapter of the 
International Thomas Merton 
Society is planning a day of 
prayer and pilgrimage to mark the 
centenary of Thomas Merton’s 
birth. This event will take place 
on Saturday 31 January 2015, 
starting at the Mary Potter Centre 
in Durham Street at 10.00am and 
finishing at the Centre at 3.00pm. 
We will visit places in Christchurch 
related to Merton’s life and family 
connections. An invitation is 
extended to all those interested.
For more, Contact Sr Amelda 
Lindsay, Email: a.lindsay@xtra.
co.nz Tel: 339 0349.

Mission Sisters Celebrate Jubilees
Margaret Purdie, Leone Markham, Theresa Galvin, and Maureen Duncan.
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Religious

We gather to begin our observances here in Christchurch of the Year for 
Consecrated Life.

Bishop Jones offered Mass for the Religious of the diocese and the 
deceased religious in this month of November.

This special year has been called for by Pope Francis and it provides 
us all with an opportunity to refresh our understanding of the 
significance and the role of consecrated life for the Church.

The following are the prayers drawn together in the prayer of the 
faithful offered at this Mass.

For monastic religious: that those who have responded to the 
promptings of the Holy Spirit as consecrated persons in monastic 
communities, may experience the support of the Church as they 
continue their growth in holiness.

For apostolic religious: that those consecrated to God through 

the vows of Poverty, Chastity and Obedience, may seek to live their 
Baptismal promises more intensely, have the grace to persevere in their 
commitment to the Lord and serve with open hearts and grateful 
spirits.

For societies of apostolic life and for consecrated virgins: that those 
called to serve God as consecrated men and women may experience 
the peace of Christ and respond with generosity in their service to the 
Church.

For the laity: that all people may appreciate the universal call to 
holiness through Baptism and respond generously to the vocations in 
life that their family members may be called to.

For the departed: that departed brothers and sisters and priests 
of religious congregations and Third Orders, who have served so 
generously in this diocese, may be granted eternal rest.

The Brothers of St John was founded in 1975 by a French 
Dominican, Fr Marie Dominique Philippe. Fr Philippe was a 
philosopher, theologian and spiritual master. He taught and 
preached with unusual depth and zeal until his death in 
2006, at the age of 93.

In 1982 he founded the Contemplative sisters of St John; 
and the birth of the community of apostolic sisters in 1984 
became the third branch of the family of St John, under the 
paternity of Fr Philippe.

The Community is rooted in the monastic tradition and 
the first brothers did their novitiate with the Cistercian 
monks of Lerins. In the footsteps of John, the beloved 
disciple, faithful to Jesus all the way to the cross, the 
brothers strive to search for truth at the philosophical and 
theological level, as well living daily times of communal 
prayer before the Blessed Sacrament. The reason for this 
unceasing search is the thirst for personal union with Christ 
who is truth: “I am the Way, the Truth, and the Life.” (Jn 

14:6) “Sent into the world” the brothers of St John resolve to 
be living witnesses of the full mystery of Jesus, who alone can 
fulfill the deepest aspirations in the heart of man. They receive 
Mary from Jesus as John did and to her they entrust their 
lives. Communal life of fraternal charity is the privileged place 
to obey Christ’s ultimate commandment: “Love one another as 
I have loved you.”

At the invitation of Bishop Barry Jones, the Community 
came to Christchurch in 2010. He 
entrusted to us the Pastoral 
charge of the Parish of Riccarton 
(St Teresa’s) and its school, as 
well as the Tertiary Chaplaincy. 
We are also available to help in the 
spiritual needs of other parishes 
and schools as well as in the 
preaching retreats.

Fr Antoine CSJ

The Community of St John

The Year for Consecrated Life
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Nga mihi atawhai Mercy greetings. The Sisters of Mercy 
have been in the Christchurch Diocese since 1878, first 
arriving in Hokitika from Ennis, Ireland. The congregation 
was founded in 1831 by Catherine McAuley in Dublin 
as her response to the immediate needs of women and 
children suffering from the consequences of the great 
poverty of the time. The first Sisters of Mercy came to 
Aotearoa New Zealand in 1850 at the request of Maori 
women and Bishop Pompallier who asked for Wahine Tapu, 
holy women, to come to Aotearoa.

Nga Whaea Atawhai o Aotearoa
Sisters of Mercy New Zealand

We are a congregation of women living out our 
consecrated lives which flow from our Baptism. We publicly 
profess, within the Church, our vows of poverty, chastity, 
obedience and the service of the poor, the sick and the 
uneducated. By our vows we are committed to the spiritual 
and corporal works of mercy revealed to us by the life of 
Jesus.  The works of mercy are woven through our lives, 
our relationship with Tangata Whenua and the earth, and 
through our apostolic works.

 We live and minister within the Church as well as taking 
the message of Christ’s mercy to the wider community. The 
heart of our call is God’s mercy; atawhai mai, atawhai atu, 
mercy given and mercy received. The Holy Spirit calls us to 
be centred in God and to keep hope alive in our world today.

 There are over 200 sisters who are members of Nga 
Whaea Atawhai o Aotearoa Sisters of Mercy New Zealand, 
including Sisters in Tonga, Samoa and Chile (see: 
wwwddsistersofmercy.orgddnz). In Tonga and Samoa, 
Sisters minister in schools and community development 
initiatives. In Aotearoa New Zealand the Sisters are called 
to a variety of ministries in prisons, parishes, hospitals, 
schools, adult education, the arts, spiritual direction, city 
missions, the elderly, community development, care of the 
earth and prayer. 

We also support the work of our Sisters, companions 
and co-workers who, on our behalf, minister in our Mercy 
facilities — a hospital, a hospice, supported accommodation 
facilities, secondary schools, spirituality centres, residential 
aged care facilities, counselling services and community 
development organisations. These facilities reflect the rich 
history of the Sisters who have ministered alongside the 
people who are seeking God’s mercy.
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HAPPENINGS

Sounds Catholic broadcasts online and on-
air Sundays at noon and 10pm on Plains FM 
96.6.  Sounds Catholic recently celebrated its 
fourth birthday!  You can find the podcasts of 
programmes at www.chch.catholic.org.nz/radio

Christchurch Interfaith Society held special 
prayers for world peace at the Peace Bell in 
the Christchurch Botanic Gardens in October.  
In November, a panel presentation included 
members of the Quakers, Unification Church and 
Soka Gakkai (Japanese Buddhism).  For more 
information on this group contact Sr Bertha Hurley 
smsm on 355 0959.

Thirsting for Prayer was the theme of a one-day 
retreat lead by Fr Jacques Philippe.  Fr Jacques 
is a priest of the Community of Beatitudes, who 
travels the world giving retreats and is the author 
of many books on spiritual life.

Farewells to St Joseph’s, Papanui and St Patrick’s 
Lincoln were held in November.  Present and past 
parishioners had an opportunity to give thanks 
and farewell their churches, which are due for 
demolition because of earthquake damage.

Marriage in the 21st Century was the Gospel of 
Life Lecture presented by Dr Conor Sweeney at 
Christ the King Pastoral Centre, Burnside.  

Joshua Men’s Retreat was held at Wainui, Akaroa.  
Guest speakers included Brendan Malone and 
Bishop Denis Browne (Hamilton).  This was a 
chance for men to recharge their Catholic faith 
in the company of like-minded men.  Check out 
www.recharge.org.nz for more information on this 
event.

Dove Catholic Fellowship for Women invited Lay 
Marist, Bev MacDonald, to speak on the “Gospel 
of Joy”.  Bev has been inspired by the call to be 
like Mary and live a discipleship to Christ.  For 
more information go to the Dove website www.
dove.org.nz

Thanksgiving Mass was hosted by the Catholic 
Youth Team at St Gregory’s Church, Bishopdale to 
farewell the 2014 Mission Team and welcome the 
2015 Mission Team.

Loving for Life Christian Sexuality is an Australian 
programme based on Catholic Teaching.  It has 
been taught in Australian schools for over 20 
years and is now being explored in New Zealand 
with approval from our bishops.  Tina Jack, the 
programme’s Australian co-ordinator, spoke recently 
about its focus – empowering young people to 
make good choices regarding sexuality, fertility and 
relationships.  See more at lovingforlifenz@gmail.
com

“What am I saying ‘I do’ to?” was a supplementary 
marriage preparation course facilitated by Celia and 
John Kennedy and held at the John Paul II Centre for 
Life, Bryndwr.  This was an opportunity for engaged 
couples to look at the beauty of marriage and Pope 
John Paul II’s teaching on Theology of the Body.

The journey has begun for World Youth Day 2016 
with an information night held in November.  Held 
at Christ the King Pastoral Centre, Burnside, the 
evening outlined the proposed Diocesan Pilgrimage 
to World Youth Day 2016 in Krakow, Poland.  
Contact tmalone@chch.catholic.org.nz for more 
information.

Post-Disaster recovery and resilience was an 
update on what we can expect over the next 12-
18 months in the recovery process, including the 
stresses of recovery, protecting health, lifestyle and 
relationships.  Dr Rob Gordon, a psychologist and 
disaster recovery expert led this session.  For more 
details contact moconnell@chch.catholic.org.nz

Website messages
The diocesan website: www.chch.catholic.org.nz 
advertises events happening within the diocese. As a 
parish, school, or church group you are welcome to 
advertise events. You can list your event from the link 
on the home page under ‘events’.
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Schools

In post-earthquake Christchurch, there are many positive 
initiatives designed to promote collaboration between schools. 
These have emerged from the many ‘clusters’ formed across 
the city. The Catholic Colleges of Christchurch are one such 
cluster. These schools recently gathered at Catholic Cathedral 
College for a cultural celebration. Each College was invited to 
send up to three items reflecting the cultural diversity of their 
community. The evening was a wonderful success in show-
casing the vibrancy and talents of our young people, together 
with the diverse range of cultures.

Kapahaka, Pasifika and Philippino performances were 
interspersed with a Barber Shop Quartet, Vovoce Choir, 
and Theatre Sports. With no competitive element, it was 
an opportunity to enjoy the diverse talent and celebrate 
the collaboration of the young leaders of each College in 
organising this event.

First Holy Communion
Congratulations to Marian College students Isobella 
Bloxham (Yr 9), Georgia McKenna (Yr 9) and Olivia 
Winder (Yr 10) who received their first Holy Communion 
at the school’s Feast Day Mass recently.  The girls joined 
the sacramental programme at Marian and made their 
first reconciliation at St Mary’s Pro-Cathedral with the 
support of Antje Duda, pastoral chaplain.

“We felt really well prepared for our first Communion 
because Antje took us through the whole process.  
Everything was how we expected,” said Olivia.

Although initially wanting to celebrate her first Holy 
Communion in a small way, Isobella said that after it 
was over, she was “really happy that it was part of such a 
special day at Marian”.

May God bless these girls as they deepen their 
communion in the Church.  May they long for the food of 
salvation throughout their lives.

L to R: Olivia Winder, Isobella Bloxham, Ms Heffernan (Principal, 
Marian College) and Georgia McKenna

Poverty is not OK
YEAR 7 and 8 students of St Peter’s School, Beckenham created an 
artwork display to share their learning in Social Justice week 2014. 
“Through reading and discussion we discovered more about poverty 
within New Zealand. We also looked at a variety of street artworks that 
share a message e.g. the artwork of Banksy. In small groups, we created 
posters and then we re-created these posters on two old doors.

This is our visible sign of the living Christ in the world. We know we 
are called by the Holy Spirit through the gift of faith, Sacrament and 
the Word to serve the community so we are sharing this message with 
beyond our school. The holy spirit (Te Wairua Tapu) is at work in the 
people who are fighting against the mistreatment of the poor and the 
weak.

We displayed our artwork for the school community on Mission day, 
in the parish and local community.”

Catholic Colleges combine for a Cultural Celebration
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Schools

During the October holidays I had the 
most amazing experience of my life.

23 students and eight staff went to 
the main island of Tonga, Nuku’alofa, 
for a week and became a part of the 
Takalau College community, living with 
the families and going to school where 
we were able to contribute by sharing 
our knowledge and encouraging them 
in learning English. This was the first 
year that Villa had organised a trip to our 
Sister school. 

The aim of this trip was to help the 
school in whatever way we could.  This 
meant both students and staff helping to 
re-paint classrooms, cleaning, coaching 
sports teams, teaching the students 
English and helping in other classes. 

Staying the weekend with my billet 
family was the best part of the trip for 
me. Not only did they open their home 
to me, they let me be part their life. I 
stayed with Ofa and her family which 
consisted of eight children and four 
dogs.  They were a beautiful family who 
were so loving and welcoming, and I 

clicked with them all instantly. They 
reminded me of my family at home, 
which made me feel so comfortable 
around them. Their mission whilst I was 
staying in their home was to teach me 
some Tongan, I tried my best to learn 
what they were teaching me and put it 
into practice. 

Throughout the weekend I tried many 
different Tongan dishes and was shown 
around the island while also attending a 
celebration and participating in a Tongan 
Catholic traditional Mass.

Going over to Tonga a vegetarian I 
struggled hugely with the food and so 
was very quick to ask what was being 
served, especially since a very large pig 
had earlier been carried in on leaves by 
some of the men! Being shown around 
the island by Ofa and her family was a 
highlight for me. There were incredible 
views and the people were so kind and 
friendly.  My favorite part of the Island 
was the beaches and the blow holes.   
The beaches were beautiful, clear blue 
ocean spreading for miles, and with 

the shore being pure white sand, it was 
extremely picturesque.

Being allowed to fully immerse 
yourself within a different culture and 
place is a once in a life time opportunity 
and I am truly grateful that I got to 
experience this. The trip opened my 
eyes to the fact that there is a whole 
other society of people living out there, 
and if we take the time to listen and 
understand their culture we can become 
truly blessed and touched by what they 
can do for us. 

Mission Trip to Tonga
By Olivia Stopforth
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Young Adults

The CYT School of the New 
Evangelisation (SNE) is a discipleship 
training programme for Young Adults. 
Its objective is to help form Young 
adults in a living and growing ‘personal 
relationship with Jesus’, and inspire 
them in the mission of Evangelisation. 
SNE participants were asked to regularly 
maintain their spiritual life in the 
following ways:

- Spending at least 30 minutes in 
private personal prayer and reflecting on 
the Mass readings each day

- Attending adoration of the Blessed 
Sacrament for at least 1 hour every week

- Reading through either the entire 
Bible or the entire Catechism of the 
Catholic Church over the course of the 
year

- And meet with a spiritual ‘mentor’ at 
least once each month

Congratulations to the SNE class 
of 2014: Monty Bamford, Delbert 
Castillo, Aiber Campilan, Jess Claire, 
Connor Eatwell, Gabby Fisk, Annabelle 
Freestone, Letitia Gilmour, Heather 
Gourde, Hayden Graham, Lucy 
McCrossin, Gerard Trolove.

School of the New Evangelisation

The School of the 
New Evangelisation 
will be continuing 
with a new group of 
Young Adults in 2015 
so watch this space!
Tim Malone, Young 
Adults Worker — 
Catholic Diocesan Youth 
Team
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Catholic people, Catholic thought, Catho-
lic action, Catholic prayer, Catholic music 
on air. Sounds Catholic is heard twice 
every Sunday - midday and 10.00pm on Plains FM, 96.9. On-
line http://www.chch.catholic.org.nz/radio

White Collar Workers Needed for those thinking 
about the priesthood.  This group meets the first Tuesday of 
the month, 7.30-9.00pm, 88 Idris Road, Bryndwr.  For further 
information phone Fr Jack O’Connor on 027 697 3035.

Restless Press is the new Christchurch-based Catholic 
website featuring articles from young Catholics across New 
Zealand and Australia.  Its aim is to produce quality content 
to inspire Catholics of all ages.  Check it out on www.
restlesspress.net.  If you are interested in supporting this work 
contact Chelsea Houghton at editor@restlesspress.net

Thursday is our day to pray for priests and for 
vocations to the priesthood.  Prayer cards and family prayer 
leaflets are available in church foyers.  Visit www.chch.
catholic.org.nz/priesthood

P.A.T.H.S. Post Abortion Trauma Healing Service is a 
support group for those struggling after a termination, 
providing a welcoming and safe place to talk.  It can be 
comforting to be with others who have similar experiences 
and can understand and empathise.  The group meets in 
Christchurch on the third Tuesday of the month, from 
10.30am to midday.  For more information phone 0800 728 
470 or email admin@postabortionpaths.org.nz

What’s On Perpetual Adoration — “Can you 
watch one hour with me?”
Archbishop Fulton Sheen recounts that the only time Jesus 
asked anything of his apostles was the night of the last supper 
in the garden of Gethsemane. He asked them “not for (an 
hour of) activity ... but for an hour of companionship”. Jesus 
still asks his disciples today to spend time with Him in prayer. 
A great way to spend one hour with Jesus a week is to sign 
up for Perpetual Adoration at the St Gregory’s adoration 
chapel. Signing up means we commit to an hour with Jesus, 
no matter how we might feel. On the day of his ordination to 
the Priesthood, Archbishop Sheen promised Jesus he would 
make a holy hour every day of his life, a promise he kept over 
55 years.
For more, contact Traci on chchadoration@gmail.com or Matt 
O’Connell on 366-9869. Check out www.chch.catholic.org.nz/
perpetualadoration

CDF Notice of  
Christmas Closure 
The Catholic Development Fund office will close on Tuesday 23rd 
December 2014 at 2pm and will reopen on Monday 5th January 
2015. CDF Online will also be closed during this period.

ADULT EDUCATION COURSES 
Taught by staff of the Catholic Education Office for The Catholic 
Institute of Aotearoa, New Zealand

Want to learn more about your faith? Ongoing faith formation?

Introduction to Christology
16, 19, 20 January, 2015

Gospel of Mark 
17, 24 February and 3, 17, 24, 31 March, 2015  
Timaru: 6, 7, 21, 22 March, 2015

Introduction to Catholicism
2, 5, 9, 12, 16, 19 March, 2015

These courses can be taken for NZQA credit or for interest only.

For more information view the website  
www.chch.catholic.org.nz/tci 
or contact Charles Shaw phone 0�-��� 0���
email cshaw@chch.catholic.org.nz 


