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However the reaction of our Muslim brothers and sisters, 
and indeed so many in our country, gives us hope that this 
will not define who we are. The solidarity between people 
of different faiths and from different countries of origin, 
and the desire to support one another, shows us what the 
teaching of Christ to love your neighbour as yourself looks 
like in action.

I thank you for the way you have offered support to our 
Muslim friends and for those who have had to deal with the 
aftermath of this horror. Through this terrible tragedy may 
we emerge as better people, wanting to know and care 
more for our neighbour and their needs. We place all of this 
in God’s hands and ask for the graces we need to work for 
peace in our land.

Marian College

It has been my pleasure to be able to announce the 
purchase of land in Papanui for the siting of Marian College. 
This has been one of the most pressing issues for me in 
beginning my time as Bishop, as I understand the pressure 
the College has been under for so long on a temporary site. 
I look forward to the exciting possibilities that come with the 
shift of the College to the site in 2023.

Changes into the Future

As you will know we are in the process of making a decision 
regarding the future of the Cathedral of the Blessed 
Sacrament. This is a difficult decision and we are following 
a process. There are people with a variety of opinions 
regarding what should happen. As the Bishop I am trying to 
get as wide a range of opinion as I can and to look at all the 
aspects around this decision, one which will shape the next 
one hundred years of the diocese. I know when the decision 
is made some will be disappointed but I do want to assure 
you that this is not being taken lightly. Once a decision is 
made I hope we will be able to move on and accept it for 
what it is. Please continue to pray for me and our diocese 
over this matter.

In this same light you will be aware that we are looking 
at the future structure of the diocese. The earthquakes 
have given us this opportunity to look again at how we are 
structured and what are the best ways of providing pastoral 
care in the future. Our primary motivation is how best we 
can make Christ known in our society.

Like the previous matter these are difficult decisions and 
trying to see what is going to happen in the future is not 
easy. However we know that there have been significant 
population movements around the diocese, especially in 
Christchurch city. We know that we want to enhance our 
pastoral care programmes, to be able to provide more ways 
of supporting the faith life of our people during the week, 
in the times when we are not at Mass, as well as the other 
ways we provide pastoral support to the young, families, 
sick and those who are older. These are all aspects of the 
consideration of how we might look as a diocese in the 
future.

From the Bishop

Greetings to you as we celebrate Holy Week and the Easter Season.

How quickly our lives can change in a few short hours. The events of 15 March have impacted on us in ways we 
could not imagine. The violence, inflicted by one man, targeting a group gathered for prayer, is truly horrifying. 
We struggle to understand what would bring a person to want to do this. It is the mystery of free will which 
God gives to us. It is not God’s will that this happens, it is the effect of sinfulness and a multitude of choices 
beforehand. We live with the consequences of this.

B
ish

o
p

’s O
ffice

 Bishop Martin announcing the new site of 
Marian College to an excited assembly
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Very soon I will be announcing a proposal regarding the 
future. It will affect us all in so far as we will have to be 
willing to recommit to a parish community. This is always 
difficult and I am under no illusions about this. However, 
my hope is that what we will create will be something 
sustainable for the future and more able to meet the needs 
of people. There will be opportunities to feedback on the 
proposals, but I would ask that you take time to pray about 
what is being proposed, when the time comes, and bear in 
mind the needs for the future.

New Members of our Church

Over the coming week a number of people will be received 
into our Catholic faith community. For some this will mean 
Baptism and reception of the other Sacraments of Initiation, 
for others it will be reception into the Church and Eucharist 
and Confirmation. I was very moved by a liturgy we had 
on the first Sunday of Lent when these people gathered 
with me in the Pro-Cathedral for the Rite of Election. To see 
people in whom the Holy Spirit had been working coming 
together was very powerful. It reminded us all that our faith 
is communal, that it is not just God and me, we need each 
other and that our Church is bigger than any one parish. 
Please keep our Elect in your prayers over the coming week 
and in the future as they grow in their faith journeys.

Ecumenical Life

I had the opportunity to attend the Consecration of Bishop 
Peter Carrell in February. It was at the same venue where 
I was ordained a year earlier. It was fascinating to see 
the similarities and differences in the liturgy. It reminded 
me that we have much more in common than we have 
differences, and the call of Christians to bear witness to 
Christ in our city will be more effective if we work together, 
rather than separately.

To this end there is going to be a combined celebration of 
Christian Life at the Town Hall in May. It would be great if 
we could be there in good numbers along with our fellow 
Christians to celebrate our belief in Christ together. You will 
have seen this advertised and I do encourage you to buy a 
ticket and attend.

Care for Others

I have received a number of letters from people regarding 
the Cathedral which have mentioned to me that we can and 

should be doing more for social justice in our community. 
It is often presented as an either / or in terms of the 
Cathedral, but I hope it might be a both / and. I would 
like us to have a Cathedral and also renew and revisit our 
commitment to the poor and the needy. This was very 
evident in our Bishop’s appeal before Christmas in terms 
of financial support. It would also be good to look at how 
much time and energy we are putting into this in terms of 
the needy, or in supporting programmes for justice in our 
city. This is an area where we can also work with our fellow 
Christians and rather than reinventing the wheel we work 
alongside them.

Sexual Abuse

Over the course of this year we have been confronted again 
by the reality of sexual abuse within our Catholic Church. 
This is extremely difficult to deal with and we rightly feel 
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The diocesan website:

www.chchcatholic.nz
advertises events happening within the 
diocese. As a parish, school, or church group 
you are welcome to advertise events. 
You can list your event from the link 
on the home page under ‘events’.

The website for the Catholic Church’s National 
Office of Professional Standards (NOPS) 
has just gone live.

The website (www.safeguarding.catholic.org.nz) 
provides a platform for information on reporting 
abuse, safeguarding information and any 
related policies or documents.

Bishop Martin with Bishop Peter Carrell of the Anglican Diocese
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ashamed about what has happened. For those who have 
been abused the experience shapes their lives and so often 
damages their experience of God and his people. We must 
acknowledge this and do all we can to support them to 
be able to live with the results of these sinful and criminal 
actions. For us, as a Church, we need to acknowledge that 
we have not dealt well with this in the past and that often 
people who worked for the Church as priests and religious 
were allowed to continue in ministry despite it being known 
that they had offended against others. It is our responsibility 
to see that every step is put in place to ensure that children 
and vulnerable adults are safe and able to be part of our 
community. I want to reassure you that processes are in 
place for this, that there are protocols regarding working 
with children and vulnerable adults, and that if any abuse 
does take place that it will be taken seriously, proper 
processes will be followed, and if a person is found guilty 
they will not be allowed to continue in ministry.

We cannot undo the past and in any society there will 
always be the tragic reality of sinful and criminal behaviour. 
Nonetheless, we do have control over what we do now.

If you do know of people who have been abused by 
members of the Church please encourage them to come 
to us, or to go to the Police to lay a complaint. We need to 
respect the rights of both the complainants and those who 
are accused to ensure that due process is followed. We do 
not see the media as the forum for a fair outcome of this, 
and so we do not release material to them unless it is of 
public record. This is a delicate balance and we respect the 
right of the media to investigate when there is evidence of 
inappropriate response or reaction.
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Cardinal John Dew places the mitre on the head of Bishop Martin 
at his ordination, Saturday 03 March 2018

The Euthanasia Bill

The euthanasia bill currently making its way through the 
New Zealand Parliament is still in the Select Committee 
stages. This part of the bill has taken longer than usual as 
more than 37,000 submissions were received by the Justice 
Select Committee. Over 33,000 of these submissions 
oppose the bill. As I write to you, the Select Committee 
report on the euthanasia bill is expected to be completed 
and published sometime in early April. The bill will then 
be returned to Parliament for the second reading and 
vote, where it could be voted down by Parliament or 
progress to a third and final stage. If you have concerns 
about the impact of this bill on vulnerable members of our 
community, please take the time to contact your local MP 
to share your views with them, as a final vote may not be far 
away.

With gratitude

On 3 March I celebrated my first anniversary as Bishop of 
this diocese. Again, I want to thank you for the welcome 
I have received and for the trust you place in me as your 
Bishop. I also thank you for the prayers you offer for me. It is 
hard to express just how powerful that is and what comfort 
that brings to me. Please know that you too are in my 
prayers each day.

Yours in Christ,

+ Paul Martin SM
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Issue 116 - Lent 2019 

Nga mihi nui 

from the editorial desk.

Inform Issue 116 is our Lenten edition. 
Arriving in parishes just prior to Palm 
Sunday, it covers the first months of 
2019 in the life of the Christchurch 
Diocese. It is an edition of joy and 
sorrow.

We celebrate the exciting 
announcement of a new home 
for Marian College. We have 
extensive coverage of the Order of 
Christian Initiation of Adults (OCIA) 
as we witness the joy of the Rite of 
Election and the call to Continuing 
Conversion. We give thanks to God 
for the first year of Bishop Paul 
Martin SM as the Tenth Bishop of 
Christchurch. With deep sorrow 
we mark a very dark day in the life 
of New Zealand, but especially of 
Christchurch. We bring together 
some words of comfort and hope 
from our bishop and from others in 
the week following this tragic loss of 
life. I also offer a personal editorial on 
that day on pages 26-28.

Inform Issue 116 is the largest I have 
edited. Nonetheless, many of your 
articles and stories were unable to 
be included in this issue because 
of Friday 15 March. Issue 117 will 
encompass these stories and will 
be in parishes in May. We are in 
darkness but we walk towards the 
light. We are an Easter people.

In Christ,

Ken Joblin, Editor

Caitlin Godfrey, Assistant Editor
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2018 saw projects completed 
in New Brighton, Sockburn, 
Hornby and Akaroa and as you 
will read in this issue of Inform, 
Lincoln is well on the way to 
opening its new parish church. 
It is always a stressful and 
taxing time for parishes as they 
await the completion of their 
projects. However, the sense of 
achievement is all the greater as 
they reach the finish line.

Those of you who have had to 
rebuild your homes or businesses 
will be all too aware that a lot of 
preparation is required before 
decisions on projects can be 
made.

In the diocese, we have to 
comply with very formal rules and 
regulations as we move through 
to the approval stage. I am 
therefore very pleased with the 
progress made on some major 
decisions for the diocese.

A highlight of my time working 
in the diocese so far was seeing 
the positive response of the 
Marian College community to 
the announcement of its new 

school site. The process of 
moving towards a new school 
in Papanui has taken a long 
time but we have gained an 
excellent outcome in gaining 
this site. I am especially grateful 
to the Marian College staff and 
Board of Trustees who patiently 
worked through this process. I 
am looking forward to seeing the 
new opening of Marian College in 
February 2023.

Catholic education is a vital part 
of our diocesan life. As you read 
this issue of Inform, Term 1 will be 
over and you will be enjoying the 
first real break. I wish all students 
and teachers and all of you 
associated with our schools all the 
very best for the rest of the year. 
The diocese is energised by the 
work of great volunteers. I see 
many of you at the board, parish, 
and school levels and am always 
impressed by the quality and 
dedication you bring to 
your work. It is appreciated!

From our Diocesan General Manager 
- Andy Doherty

As 2019 unfolds, we are already seeing real change in the 
Christchurch Diocese. 

“The diocese is energised 
by the work of great 
volunteers.”
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This event is being held at the recently reopened 
Christchurch Town Hall on Saturday 11 May, 7.00pm. 
Given recent events in Christchurch, more than ever it is 
important to stand together; to acknowledge grief and loss 
but also to strengthen, encourage and spur each other on. 
This will be a significant opportunity to be together as the 
people of God, and reflect on what it means to be people 
shaped and united by the power of the gospel of Jesus, for 
the purpose of loving and serving our city and beyond.

Contributions from a wide range of groups promise to make 
this night a celebration of colour and flavour; a chance to 
give glory to God and give thanks for the different ways He 
is working among and through us.

You are invited to attend this evening of worship, prayer, 
celebration and challenge. Tickets are now on sale through 
Ticketek at $19.00 per person (plus booking fee). Note: it is 
cheaper to book multiple tickets.

For more information contact Mike Stopforth, 
Bishop’s Pastoral Office mstopforth@chch.catholic.org.nz

In February, a range of requests for 
funding support from the Hoatu fund 
were reviewed. This was the first of 
three funding rounds for 2019, with this 
round open for requests from Catholic 
schools and parishes.

Interest in the fund continues to grow, 
with 26 schools and nine parishes 
making requests for funding. The 
requests made are a reflection of 
the exceptional efforts schools and 

parishes make to care for and support 
those who are vulnerable. From 
groups making meals for people in 
times of need, to ensuring school 
students have a uniform and can 
participate in activities, the fund 
continues to provide charitable 
support to those in the greatest need.

A total of $159,000 was distributed 
through this round. A further funding 
round, closing on 14 of April will review 

requests from charitable groups. At 
this time, the $60,000 the bishop 
receives from the Tindall foundation 
will also be allocated.

The final round for the year invites 
schools and parishes to make any 
additional requests and this round 
closes on 27 September.

Charlotte Cummings, Welfare Advisor

TATOU TATOU 19
T O G E T H E R 19

combined Christchurch Churches event

For a complete listing of

Holy Week Liturgies
& Easter Mass Times

including the Sacrament of Reconciliation, 
in all parishes throughout the 
Diocese of Christchurch (Canterbury/West Coast)

visit:  www.chchcatholic.nz
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“In the mass book there is a little 
summary given for the Sunday and I 
would like to begin by reading to you 
what the summary for this Sunday 
says: It is entitled Love of Our Father.

God’s love is so overwhelming, he 
loves us totally, however hateful, sinful 
and unworthy we are. There is no way 
to express this love in our own lives 
except by modelling ourselves on 
Christ the heavenly man, and loving 
our enemies as he loves them. It is 
then that we are most like our Father 
in heaven.

That is pretty amazing when you think 
about it. God’s love for you and me is 
total, regardless of how worthy we are. 
And in response to that we express 
our love by our lives, what we say and 
do - and where do we get that from 

- Christ the heavenly man. And what 
he said and did is what we are called 
to say and do. That is the essence of 
being a Christian.

You can see how this is such Good 
News for us. If we were really able to 
depth this reality it would transform 
our lives, because so much of what 
we think is based on how our current 
world sees reality, and that can be so 
distorted and self centred and lacking 
in care for others. It is a me first world 
we live in, and that is why so much of 
what it is to be a Christian is counter 
cultural, and indeed why people don’t 
like what we have to say and do.

In last Sunday’s gospel we heard 
Jesus’ discourse to the disciples, 
Luke’s version of the Beatitudes. 
Today’s gospel carries on from 

Homily of Bishop Paul Martin SM, given at the Health Care Mass
Sunday 24 February 2019 at St Mary's Pro-Cathedral

“Be merciful 

and forgiving, 

expect nothing, 

and your reward 

will be great”
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this with the same seemingly paradoxical, even absurd, 
directives for his followers. He tells them to love their 
enemies and to do good to those who hate them. He asks 
them to bless those who curse them, to turn the other 
cheek to those who strike them, and to let people take what 
belongs to them. Be merciful and forgiving, expect nothing, 
and “your reward will be great.”

If we hear these as rules of conduct or obligatory behavior 
for becoming a disciple, we are missing the point. This is 
one of the reasons Christianity is dismissed by so many.... 
taken literally, Jesus seems to be advocating passivity in the 
face of all manner of mistreatment. Let people walk all over 
you now, your reward is in heaven, i.e. “later.”

But his discourse begins with a key phrase, “to you who 
are listening...”. You would assume the hearing is intact for 
the great majority of people who were gathered, so why 
begin his talk with that phrase? Perhaps Jesus is speaking 
to those who “get it,” whose world view had already been 
turned upside down. Those who were already living in the 
kingdom of God, the kingdom of Love, understand that 
Jesus is talking about receiving our identity from God, rather 
than from how others treat us. “Nobody is going to take 
advantage of me” is not an identity we receive from God.

Those who live in the kingdom are willing to risk being 
generous, forgiving and vulnerable, as they draw from 
- God - the source of all generosity, forgiveness and 
vulnerability. They live without the protection of power, 
position, privilege and righteousness. “We are called to be 
light for the kingdom, to live in the freedom of the city of 
God!”. Letting our light shine brightly, without fear of being 
snuffed out, ushers us into the kingdom of God now, not 
later. And that is an important fact for us to hold onto - 
Jesus came to begin the kingdom now, we are called to be 
living and sharing in this kingdom now, not just when we 
get to heaven. Jesus came to transform our earth, and we 
have a responsibility as his followers to continue this work 
which will come to completion when Jesus comes again. 
Imagine what a wonderful world we would have if we all 
lived as Jesus taught us. That is what the kingdom of God 
would look like.”

“As people who believe in the Risen Christ and God’s love 
for us let our conduct reflect this and shine out for all to see, 
so that through us others may come to know Jesus Christ 
as well.”

That is reflected in those who work in the field of healthcare 
in our city. So often this demands going beyond the call of 
just a job. It involves caring for the body and the spirit of 

those who are ill, being kind and compassionate, having 
time for the patients as people and not just customers. 
Those in health care also have to deal with difficult moral 
dilemmas and how to be faithful to our beliefs as Christians 
when there are those who are wanting to do things we 
consider morally wrong. Today we pray for you, in particular 
in your living of your Christian lives, and for those to whom 
you minister and for whom you care. It is such an important 
work you do and we want to affirm you in it and ask God’s 
continued blessings on you.

We are the loved children of God - what are you going to 
do this week to show that to those to whom you come into 
contact?”

Bishop Martin  speaking with attendees after the Healthcare Mass.
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Ash Wednesday for 
Anglicans and Catholics

"In our shared Anglican and Catholic 
tradition of faith, those who teach us 
about living in relationship with Jesus 
Christ speak about the life of the heart. 
Our shared season of Lent gives us 
pause to consider the health of our 
individual and communal hearts. Lent 
brings us back to the heart.

Scripture speaks sometimes of the 
soul or the spirit, but most often of the 
heart (more than a thousand times). 
According to Scripture, it is the heart 
that prays. If our heart is far from God, 
then our words of prayer are empty. 
Lent leads us to God.

The heart is the dwelling-place where 
I am, where I live; the heart is the place 
"to which I withdraw." The heart is our 
hidden centre, beyond the grasp of 
our reason and protected from the 
influence of others; only the Spirit of 
God can fathom the human heart and 
know it fully. The heart is the place 
of decision, deeper than our psychic 
drives. It is the place of truth, where 

we choose life or death. It is the place 
of encounter, because we humans 
are created to live in relationship, 
relationship with God which enables 
healthy relationship with one another. 
Lent leads us into relationship.

So when we pray, whether we are 
in church, the home or workplace, 
in a crowd or in the solitude of our 
room with the door closed, we are 
making the journey to the secret 
sanctuary of our heart where we are 
most ourselves. Note that this is not 
always a comfortable or comforting 
experience, since the heart is a place 
of reality and our reality is often not 
what we might want or like. Lent leads 
us to reality.

The world in which we live often 
threatens to lead us away from the 
life of the heart to what is less real, 
focussing on what is external and 
superficial. But our Christ-centred 
perspective reminds us we can grow 
and thrive in this "outer" world only 

when we are at peace with ourselves 
and with God in the depth of our heart. 
The world might offer us comfort, but 
we are not made for comfort. Instead 
we are created to live life abundantly 
with God now and for eternity. Lent 
challenges us to live abundantly."

"Pope Francis reminds us of the 
pathway to growth. In January at the 
World Youth Day in Panama, he spoke 
to them saying: "Christianity is not a 
collection of truths to be believed, of 
rules to be followed, or of prohibitions. 
Seen that way it puts us off. 
Christianity is a person who loved me 
immensely and who asks for my love. 
Christianity is Christ." Lent is a pathway 
to lived relationship with Christ.

And it is Christ who brings us together 
tonight, Anglican and Catholic with 
friends, to focus again on what is 
essential. We are united by the 
challenges we face here in this place.”

For around 20 years, Catholic and Anglicans have entered the season of Lent together following a liturgy agreed 
by our respective conferences of bishops. These services take place in cathedrals and parishes around the 
country and alternate between our churches from one year to the next. In Christchurch, our bishops, cathedral 
clergy, choirs and congregations prayed together at the Transitional Cathedral. Our bishop offered the sermon, 
excerpts of which are printed here.

“We are created to live life 

abundantly with God 

now and for eternity.

Lent challenges us 

to live abundantly.”

9
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in Hastings, not far from the Marist 
seminary at Greenmeadows, the 
young Paul Martin felt “swamped” by 
Marist fathers. But in a good way. The 
friendly, active, faith-filled lives of the 
Society of Mary community members 
so impressed him that he could see 
himself living that life. He began 
training in the Marist Order as soon as 
he left high school, aged 17.

After 25 years as a priest, Fr Paul 
Martin SM was called to be the Bishop 
of Christchurch. Now, as he marks his 
first anniversary as bishop, he feels 
accepted and happy in the position.

He knew he was one of several priests 
being considered for the post but 
thought he was a rank outsider. Then, 
when the call came he accepted, 
though with a tinge of regret that, as 
an enthusiastic educator he would no 
longer be able to be fully involved in 
this work.

The tall, young bishop, who will be 52 
in May, had a very Catholic upbringing. 
Parents Ron and Carmel Martin, and 
his close relatives, were devoted 
Catholics. Looking back, he says 
regular Mass, sacraments and other 
observances were an integral part of 
life for him and his younger siblings - 
Kevin, Denise, Chris and Maree.

His parents never talked to him 
about becoming a priest or exerted 
pressure. They didn’t need to. With 
Marist fathers running the parish, and 
with primary education at St Joseph’s 
School and secondary at the Marists’ 
St John’s College, the realisation of a 
vocation just came naturally.

A significant influence was his favourite 
teacher, Brother Matthew Morris. 
Bishop Martin laughs to recall how 
helping him mark third form science 
tests taught him to love the Marist way 
of life - and to dislike science.

Even with such an upbringing, Bishop 
Martin’s youth was not without blemish. 
Asked what was the naughtiest thing 
he did, he owns up to sneaking into the 
kitchen in the school hall and taking a 
sip from a wine box in the staff fridge.

This tiny misdemeanour was well 
outweighed by the worthiest thing 
he did. As a senior boy at St John’s 
College, he joined the Antioch youth 
group that guided younger teens in 
the Faith at weekend camps.

This activity sparked his love of 
teaching, just as watching the Marists at 
Hastings and Greenmeadows sparked 
his wish for a community-based life.

“The priests were good men, an 
eclectic bunch,” Bishop Martin says. 
He left school after five years of 
secondary and joined them.

His colleagues were men of diverse 
interests and Bishop Martin pursued 
a range of pastimes too: reading, 
swimming, squash, badminton and 
movies. He disappointed his cricket-
mad father by avoiding the great 
game. And though a strapping lad 
who could leap high in the lineouts 
and snare the ball, he reckons he 
lacked the drive to go far in rugby.

Bishop Martin spent his first year as a 
Marist at the Society of Mary’s house 
in Wellington. There he began study 
at Victoria University, in tandem with 
priestly formation. He next returned 
to Greenmeadows for five years 
seminary studies, then went back to 
Wellington in 1990 to complete his 
BA degree, studying full-time and 
majoring in English.

After graduating in mid-1991, he had 
the opportunity to work at an Aboriginal 
mission in Australia’s Northern Territory 
for the rest of that year. Further training 
followed and Paul Martin was ordained 
a priest by Bishop Peter Cullinane in 
September, 1993. The ordination took 
place in Hastings, but in the St John’s 
College gym as the local parish church 
had been destroyed by fire.

He could have been labelled “The 
Peripatetic Priest” as he moved 
frequently from post to post. First he 
served in the Maori pastoral mission 
at Rawene, in the Hokianga area of 
Northland, until the end of 1993. The 
following year he did his teacher training 
at the Auckland College of Education.

He began teaching at Pompallier 
College, a co-educational Catholic 
high school in Whangarei, in 1995. In 
1999 he was transferred to St Bede’s 
College, Christchurch, to teach English 
and religious education. In 2002 
he moved to Hato Paora College, 
Feilding, as chaplain. A year later he 
was switched to parish work, at the 
Parish of St Mary of the Angels, in 
Wellington.

Bishop Paul Martin SM

Rejoice in the Lord always
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Then it was “back to school”, as he 
took a teaching post at St Patrick’s 
(Town) in Wellington. Only two years 
on, he was posted again to St Bede’s 
in 2006, this time as Deputy Rector. 
Two years later he was appointed 
Rector of St Patrick’s (Town).

Bishop Martin must have impressed 
fellow teachers as he was appointed 
to the Teachers’ Council Competency 
Advisory Group and was elected 
President of the Wellington Secondary 
Schools Principals’ Association. 
He served also on the Wellington 
Archdiocese Board of Administration.

Having to give up classroom teaching 
for administration was “a great wrench” 
for Bishop Martin. In 2014 he was 
assigned to the roles of Assistant 
Provincial and Provincial Bursar of the 
Society of Mary in New Zealand, based 
in Wellington. In 2016 he was appointed 
Bursar-General of the world-wide 
Society of Mary, based in Rome.

“The whole experience” of living in 
Italy for two years was most enjoyable, 
he says. Still, he was happy to be 
coming home in 2017. He felt some 
apprehension about the call to become 
Bishop of Christchurch as he had never 
considered that he would be a bishop 
and what that would entail.

Being a bishop has brought a change 
to his level of participation in the 
Marist Order, though he determinedly 
remains a member. While he is no 
longer bound by the Order’s rules 
and duties, he still “feels” a Marist. 
He stresses the letters SM (Society 
of Mary) will always remain after 
his name. He enjoys the friendship 
of other Marists in the country and 
senses they are happy to see the first 
Marist priest made a residential bishop 
in New Zealand for a century.

Nearly 1500 people attended his 
consecration in the Christchurch Boys’ 
High School hall a year ago. Cardinal 
John Dew of Wellington led the liturgy, 
which all the New Zealand bishops 
attended.

After a year in Christchurch Bishop 
Martin feels very much at home. 
He has visited parishes throughout 
Canterbury and the West Coast and 
hopes to reach the Chatham Islands 
soon. He recognises the issues 
confronting him, notably the future 
of the Cathedral of the Blessed 
Sacrament. A decision on “this 
beautiful space”, so badly damaged in 
the 2010-2011 earthquakes, should be 
made public fairly soon, he says.

Another issue is the perceived shortage 
of priests. “Perceived” because, Bishop 
Martin points out, in the context of 
history the diocese is as well supplied 
with priests now as in most of its past. 

He notes the large increase in priestly 
numbers in the post-World War II 
years as extraordinary.

The challenge is around the number 
of parishes and the capacity to staff 
them well. This means providing all 
the pastoral support and liturgical 
needs required.

Today, too, the image of the priest on 
his own working in a parish is not so 
attractive for vocations, he says. One 
option is to create small groups of 
priests serving larger geographical 
areas, something the Bishop is 
considering.

Bishop Martin believes also that 
Catholicism and all of Christianity are 
seen at a low ebb these days. But his 
faith remains strong.

“I have no doubts about the evidence 
of God. I have tasted God. I am very 

aware of God’s presence,” he says, 
adding: “This is not an easy time to be 
a Christian or a Catholic”.

Bishop Martin foresees the growth 
of secularism, consumerism and 
mental stress leading to more people 
searching for God. He wants the 
Church to be welcoming and ready to 
offer these people the way to God.

Other pressing issues include 
women’s roles in the Church and 
abuse of children. In all cases, he says, 
the Church must remember that God 
is the ideal we must aim for, even if we 
slip from time to time.

The Church has had its ups and downs 
over the ages, our bishop says. He 
could have added, we have all slipped 
and sipped from the wine box in the 
school hall fridge.

Michael Crean
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The restoration of the beloved Sacred Heart Basilica in 
Timaru has begun with scaffolding erected. For 110 years 
this church has been the spiritual home of generations 
of Timaruvians. Every week hundreds of Catholics have 
prayed in this beautiful church, the sacred place where their 
Baptisms, First Holy Communions, Weddings and Funerals 
have been celebrated. The distinctive church is the key 
landmark as you drive into Timaru from both the North and 
South.

Sacred Heart is valued as a prominent piece of historic 
architecture. Designed by Francis Petre, (who also designed 
the Cathedral of the Blessed Sacrament in Christchurch), 
the Sacred Heart Basilica is a unique part of New Zealand’s 
heritage. The stained-glass windows alone are among the 
most valuable in Australasia.

In investigations following the 2011 Canterbury earthquakes, 
it was revealed that the Basilica required strengthening 
work. The scale and nature of works required and the 
heritage nature of the building mean that the project will 

cost close to $3.9 million. This also includes restoration 
works so that the Basilica can continue to serve the 
community for many more years.

To meet their part of this cost, the parish are fundraising for 
$1.6 million. This mission is led by dedicated volunteers who 
are meeting with parishioners providing information about 
the project and gathering their support.

Jim Anderson, Leon O’Sullivan and Gary Shand volunteered 
to lead the fundraising campaign. Their personal stories 
of connection with the Basilica tell of how this is so much 
more than a building.

Jim Anderson’s family history is interwoven with the Basilica. 
In 1909 his father, then just 17 years old, helped move 
Oamaru stone by wagon for the Basilica. Jim remembers 
attending Mass with his parents at the basilica when he was 
four years old. He celebrated his First Holy Communion and 
Confirmation there and in 1962 he and his wife Mary were 
married in the church.

Leon O’Sullivan’s grandfather also assisted with building the 
Basilica, providing his horses to cart shingle from the beach. 
Leon believes that from the early days, Catholic families put 
their “heart and soul into the building”. This created a long 
tradition of service to the basilica passed down through the 
generations, and a strong feeling of connection with this 
sacred building.

Gary Shand, chair of the fundraising committee, 
commented on how the restoration project has served to 
bring the community closer together. “When you don’t have 
the money, you need to talk to people and work together”, 
he said.

The response from donors both in the parish and further 
afield has been heartening for Jim, Leon and Gary. They 
believed the church would be lucky to receive $300,000 
and instead have raised over $1million to date.

Many people have given their time and energy, prayers and 
gifts for the upkeep and maintenance of the basilica over 
the years to the present day. What is also apparent is how 
much they have received in return for their generosity.
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The Catholic Business Network (CBN) 
will kick off its 2019 series with the Papal 
Astronomer, Brother Guy Consolmagno 
SJ who will be speaking to members 
on Tuesday 30 April with lunch at the 
Rydges Hotel, Christchurch. This is one 
of several lunches organised by the 
CBN for the year and is an opportunity 
for Catholic business professionals to 
meet like-minded peers, interact with 
Church leadership and be inspired 
by dynamic speakers. The CBN is 
contributing to the growth and mission 
of the Church by creating a platform 
to share the vision of the Church, 
professional relationship opportunities 
and the ability to engage and share 
your faith with likeminded people 
seeking to make a difference.

It is a privilege to have Brother Guy 
Consolmagno speaking. As well as 
Director of the prestigious Vatican 
Space Observatory, he is regarded 
as a prominent scientist both within 
and outside the Catholic Church. 
With qualifications from top institutes 
in planetary science, Consolmagno 
has also had a fascinating life which 
includes serving in the US Peace 
Corps in Kenya before joining the 
Society of Jesus. Since then he has 
served as Papal Astronomer and 
curator of the Vatican Meteorite 
collection and taken part in the 
Antarctic Search for Meteorites, 
discovering meteorites on the ice 
fields of Antarctica.

Consolmagno will be addressing CBN 
members on the topic of Science and 
Faith and how the two work together, 
rather than as competing ideologies. 
He will also be travelling to Auckland 
and Wellington sharing his insights 
and expertise with leading business 
members there. Consolmagno will 
also be presenting at schools and 
Universities, diocesan events and 
churches around New Zealand, 
beginning with a visit to the Mt John 
Observatory, Lake Tekapo.

If you wish to be part of a network 
centred on faith, principles and 
professionalism, then visit:

www.chchcatholic.nz/brguy

to find out more and secure your ticket.

The Catholic Business Network

BR GUY 
CONSOLMANGO SJ 

VATICAN ASTRONOMER

12PM – 2PM TUESDAY  30TH APRIL 2019 

www.facebook.com/catholicdiscovery.nz

Rydges Hotel, Latimer Square 

Book Now: chchcatholic.nz/brguy

 SLee@chch.catholic.org.nz  03 366 9869

Contact: Sharon Lee  
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$270

$100 Guest fee for single 
luncheon

(incl. GST)

(incl. GST)

(incl. GST)

DEAL

SPONSORED BY

The church, although now closed for restoration, has 
previously been open every day providing a beautiful and 
prayerful place of stillness and silence with God amidst the 
busyness of life.

Quotes from Timaru Campaign Volunteers: 

“I chose to volunteer because I wanted to give back to the 
parish family who had accepted me warmly and helped me 
through the RCIA” - campaign volunteer

“What I enjoyed most about fundraising was going to 
people’s homes and putting names to faces and talking 
about their life’s journey” - campaign volunteer

“I was motivated to give because of the basilica’s beauty, 
because it is an icon of our city and we need to look after 
our church for the future generations.”

- campaign donor and volunteer

“If our forebears could build such a beautiful building it is 
up to us to keep it beautiful.” - donor and volunteer

To support the basilica, please call Sharon 
on 03 366 9869 or email 
campaign@chch.catholic.org.nz



14

Bishop Paul Martin SM wishes to thank 
everyone who supported the inaugural 
Bishop’s Care Appeal, launched in 
Advent 2018.

“It has been wonderful to see so 
many of you rallying around this 
initiative. Your support through the 
Care Appeal is giving hope and 
practical support to those in need 
in our community. I am excited that 
we have made a difference to many 
families by supplying food parcels 
through St Vincent de Paul during the 
Christmas period. We are blessed to 

have many grassroots initiatives in our 
diocese bringing about good work. 
We want to ensure that this frontline 
work continues to happen and can 
expand to meet the needs of our 
communities.” said Bishop Martin.

This appeal was to raise funds to assist 
those in need within our community 
with housing, food, counselling, 
security and support. Thanks to your 
generosity, across all parishes of the 
diocese we have raised a combined 
total of $91,000 from 621 donors, an 
incredible effort.

As the Christmas period can be a 
trying time for some families, Bishop 
Martin directed $10,000 of this to the 
St Vincent De Paul Society to provide 
emergency food to those in need over 
Christmas. As the new school year 
begins, $5000 was given to support 
school children from struggling 
families, allowing them to start the 
school year with the equipment and 
materials they need. As the year 
proceeds, we will be reporting back on 
other initiatives and activities we are 
able to fund thanks to your generosity.

Bishop's Care Appeal 2018 Update

The lovely Sharon Lee is your first point of contact for queries 
regarding your donations, parish campaigns or if you would simply 
like to talk! Here Sharon tells us a bit about herself:

“I grew up in Southbridge and attended St Joseph’s Primary School, 
Leeston. I have two daughters, Olivia who is 26 and lives in London 
and Claudia, who is 23 and a graphic designer in Christchurch. I 
spent 31 years working as a flight attendant with Air New Zealand 
until my husband Nick and I moved to Colorado in October 2015 
with his work.

In August 2018, we moved back from Colorado and I started 
working part-time for the Diocese of Christchurch as the Donor 
Liaison Officer. You may have spoken with me already, as my job 
is to be in contact with supporters from many different parishes as 
part of the Our Turn: Our Future campaign. My job includes helping 
with the distribution of the campaign newsletter and organising 
fundraising events. I love working with people and working for an 
inspiring cause, making my job here a satisfying experience and a 
great place to be. I go home happy at the end of each day if I know 
that I have been able to help at least one person or brighten their day!”

In her spare time Sharon loves travelling, gardening, hiking, going to the 
gym, socialising, walking the dog and spending time with family and friends.

Staff Profile - Meet your team
Sharon Lee, Donor Liaison Officer
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Looking back to a successful 2018, 
there were a number of positive 
campaign developments which 
occurred just before Christmas.

St Patrick's Akaroa was reopened 
after eight months of restoration work, 
making this 154-year-old heritage 
church the oldest Catholic church 
in the South Island and an iconic 
landmark, open to parishioners and 
visitors once again. This project would 
not have been possible without the 
leadership of Fr Paul Shannahan SM 

and his devoted service to the 
community of St Patrick.

Following the strengthening and 
restoration works to Our Lady 
of Victories late last year, many 
community events were celebrated in 
the newly opened church, including 
the Sacrament of Confirmation, 
weddings and Christmas Masses.

The parish community of St 
Bernadette's was delighted to 
celebrate the sacraments over the 

Christmas and New Year period in their 
beautifully restored church.

Lincoln's new church is well under 
way. With the roof now on and the 
church watertight, internal construction 
has begun. This is particularly exciting 
for the parishioners of Lincoln who 
have been without a parish home for a 
number of years now.

Thank you for your generosity. Without 
your continuing support, projects like 
this would not be achievable.

Project Developments

"Take care of him; and when 
I come back, I will repay you 
whatever you spend."

(Luke 10:35)

These familiar words of the Good 
Samaritan capture the true spirit of 
Stewardship - responsible caring for 
the Church. Taking care of Our Lord in 
the person of our sisters and brothers 
is at the heart of what the terms 
"Church" and "Parish" are all about. 
Charity truly does begin at home. 
Then, in the spirit of true Christian love, 
we are called to responsibility for the 
rest of our community, especially the 
poor.

Yet, there is so much confusion and 
even embarrassment when it comes 
to addressing the idea of stewardship 
of service, ministry and finances to our 
Church and parish. Some questions 
are sometimes painful to ask and 
even more difficult to answer. How 
can I care? How much can I give? 
How often? Why? How can I bring my 
unique gifts to our parish?

In the past we have relied on large 
numbers of people to support our 
growing parishes. We thought the 
Church could survive on the "left-
overs" from our purses and wallets. 
For fear of criticism, parish priests 
refrained from "the forbidden topic" 
of money. It is true that fundraising 
should not have to be a frequent topic 
of homilies.

Times have changed! With so 
many new ministries, activities and 
programmes, the need for responsible 
stewardship has increased in recent 
years. The Good Samaritan not only 
took the beaten man from the side of 
the road and "poured in oil and wine" 
but he actually followed through and 
continued to give! He challenged the 
innkeeper to take care of the beaten 
man until he returned. He promised to 
repay the innkeeper!

As members of the parish, the 
challenge of caring for the Body 
of Christ, the Church, is the 
responsibility of each one of us! We 
are the "Samaritans", the stewards, 

the caretakers of our parish, our 
faith community. We recognise our 
parish needs and are grateful for the 
generosity of those who have gone 
before us. Now, how can we each help?

Phil Gourdie 
Thanksgiving Programme Director

Stewardship - Caring for our parish family

The Good Samaritan - Rembrandt

Being made in the image of God, our lives are full of faith and meaning 
not only now but eternally. A legacy can share this meaning with our 
parish, our Diocese, and our future together in the Kingdom of God.

By making a gift in your will, you join generations of parishioners whose 
far-reaching vision and faith built the churches and communities we 
worship in today.

A gift in your will enables us all to rejoice in the Lord always, as your 
generosity continues to sow the seeds of faith in perpetuity. 

Pass on what you have received through your faith, by considering a gift 
in your will.

For more information about making a gift in your will, please contact 
Marie-Louise: 03 366 9869 or legacies@chch.catholic.org.nz.

"Rejoice in the Lord Always."  Philippians 4:4.

“I think everyone should 
have a Will. I’m in my 
30’s and I have one. Gifts 
in wills are not just for 
retirees. I feel leaving a 
gift in your will is a great 
way to support the church, 
especially if you 
haven’t had the 
funds to do it 
earlier on in 
your life.”

Bequest Donor, 
Hurunui Parish

Rejoice Always!

Fa
it

h
 a

n
d

 W
o

rk
s



16

The Catholic Bishop of Christchurch, 
Paul Martin SM, has announced a 
new Marian College is to be built 
in Christchurch’s north west on a 
new three hectare site, with the first 
students expected to start school in 
February 2023.

Our new College will neighbour St 
Joseph’s Primary School and will be 
on land bordered by Vagues Road, 
Main North Road and Northcote 
Road with the main entrance off Lydia 
Street.

The Bishop said that finding a new 
home for Marian College had always 

been one of his main 
priorities. The purchase 
of the former Foodstuffs 
warehouse property on 
Northcote Road has made 
this possible.

“There is much work to be 
undertaken, but between 
now, and when we take possession of 
the land in April 2021, we will proceed 
with all the scoping and design work 
ahead of construction starting,” he 
said.

Construction of the new school is 
expected to cost in excess of $20 
million.

Marian College Board of Trustees 
Chair Jan Paterson welcomed the 
wonderful news.

“As well as being exciting and positive 
for our school, the changes are going 
to further strengthen and grow our 
Catholic community.

“On behalf of Marian College, we 
thank the Bishop, for his commitment 
to our future, and the Catholic Diocese 
of Christchurch for its guidance and 
steady support over the years,” Mrs 
Paterson said.

“Thank you also to our school 
community for your loyalty and 
patience and to all the schools, 
individuals, businesses and 
communities who have supported 
Marian since the earthquakes. It 
means a lot to us.”

Marian College Principal Mary-Lou 
Davidson said the Bishop’s decision 
was the news everyone was waiting 
to hear.

“We are all very excited,” she said. 
“While the heart of Marian will remain 
the same, we are very fortunate to be 
getting a new school.”

“History shows the heart of our school 
remains strong and true through change. 
Over the years we have encouraged 
each other to have faith in our future 
and we are ready for the challenges 
ahead of us.” Mrs Davidson said.

“We are looking forward to having 
a new permanent home, and closer 
working relationships with St Joseph’s 
School, Papanui, and Marian’s brother 
school, St Bede’s College.”

“We expect this year’s Year 9 students 
will be seniors at a new school,” she said.

To view the site map, visit:
chchcatholic.nz/2019/03/new-
marian-college-for-papanui/

NEW 2.4L OUTLANDER LS $33,990+ORC*

* Price listed is for Outlander 2.4L 2WD LS. Price excludes On Road Costs which includes WoF, registration and a full tank of fuel.

386 Moorhouse Avenue, Christchurch.  03 379 0588

The family SUV that brought you 
everything now has even more.
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The student Special Character 
leadership team prepared a liturgy for 
Ash Wednesday. The focus was on 
how we need to prepare for the next 
40 days, to journey with Christ through 
this season towards the Paschal 
Mystery.

A large cross was a feature of the 
liturgy and was carried from the hall 
by the Year 13 students. This cross 
was built using timber salvaged 
from the Cathedral of the Blessed 
Sacrament immediately after the 2011 
earthquake. It was first used during 
the World Youth Day event hosted in 
Christchurch in 2016, coinciding with 
the event in Poland. The cross is a 
visual reminder of what Christ endured 
for us, his struggle, his faith in God and 
the sign of his love for all of us.

Tony Shaw

Principal - Catholic Cathedral College

Catholic 
Cathedral College
Prepares for Lent

The Special Character leadership team

OLA School Hoon Hay 
Welcomed Fr Thanh Tran to 
Our Lady of the Assumption 
School community at a 
beautiful open-air Mass in 
early February.

Welcome 
Fr Thanh Tran!
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On the first Sunday of Lent throughout 
the Catholic world, bishops gather 
with those seeking to join and share in 
the mission of the Church. There are 
two groups of people on the journey 
into full communion. The first group 
is known as the Catechumenate, 
enquirers into the faith who are not 
yet baptised. At the appropriate time 
in Rite of Election, each inscribes 
their name in the Book of the Elect 
and pledges their desire to enter fully 
into the life of the Church through the 
sacraments of Baptism, Confirmation 
and Eucharist.

This year, Br Jan CSJ gave a testimonial 
on behalf of Catechumenate and we 

offer some of his observations here.

"I am a catechist at St Teresa's parish 
in Riccarton. With my fellow catechist 
Frances Ogier, I had the privilege of 
accompanying our Catechumens as 
they journeyed in their faith towards 
reception of the sacraments and full 
communion with the Church. What 
God is doing in other people's hearts 
and lives is mostly hidden from us, but 
there are outward signs of his action 
and presence in a person's life and we 
are very happy to testify to these in the 
case of our Catechumens.

We have seen them faithful in listening 
to his word, as it is proclaimed by 
the Church in the liturgy, and also in 

our weekly sharing of the Sunday's 
Gospel together and in Catechesis. 
In the questions they have and the 
personal insights they share, we've 
seen them truly engaging with 
Christ's word, receiving it as a word 
addressed to them. And we've seen 
the way they have been responding 
to that word with their lives. We have 
heard them testify to the changes that 
God has been working in them, and 
to the way Christ's light is beginning 
to change the way they see things, 
and the decisions they make. More 
than just hearing this second hand, I 
think we can say we have seen these 
changes in them too, seen them 
growing under the action of his grace. 
We have even been privileged to see 
their faith becoming a light for others 
in their lives. One of our Catechumens' 
journey in faith has been the occasion, 
through her example, of her mother 
coming back to being a practicing 
Catholic. Her mother is now a member 
too of our OCIA group, and at the 
Easter Vigil where her daughter 
will receive Baptism, she will be 
confirmed.

We have seen our Catechumens 
faithful in attending Sunday Mass 
with our parish community, and a 
part of that community too in their 
presence at other parish activities. I 
see them too coming to the Church 
to pray outside of Mass times, always 
a sign of a real relationship with the 

The Rite of Election
and the Call to Continuing Conversion

10 March 2019, St Mary’s Pro-Cathedral

Bishop Paul Martin SM. Top Row (L): Timothy Moriarty, Amanda Thomlinson, Jordan Pye, Andrew Carstairs-McCarthy. Top Row (R): Lisa Coward, 
Kieran Abelen, William Moore, Michael Hamilton. Bottom Row (L): Jodie Martin-Blackwell, Trish Boyle, Liz Waters, Heather Gluyas, Jan McMurtrie, 
Shelly Fearn, Lisa (Hongxia) Li. Bottom Row (R): Tania Ikin, Annabelle Joyce, Thomas Joyce, Jess Hoffman, Fletcher Moore, Tracy Scarrott, Sriram 
Shaji. In Absentia: Madi Tait, Bella Tait, Ethan Richardson, Jade Richardson (St Patrick’s Parish, Lincoln), Nicole Polak (St Teresa’s Parish, Riccarton)
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Lord. Finally we have seen them grow 
as a group in charity, in care for one 
another. Just one little example of this: 
one of our Catechumens is an overseas 
student with no family here in New 
Zealand. Rather than have him spend 
Christmas alone, two different members 
of our group, quite spontaneously and 
independently of each other, invited him 
to share their Christmas meal, and so far 
from being alone he ended up having 
two families to share Christmas with.

Both Frances and I are very grateful 
to have had this privilege of touching 
God at work in our Catechumen's lives 
and through them being touched by 
him ourselves, and we give thanks 
for this, and we now formally offer our 
testimony to you Bishop Paul- to the 
end that our Catechumens become 
elect in view of full communion with 
the Church."

There are others with whom we 
share a baptismal covenant. These 
people have been baptised in another 
Christian faith tradition. They too feel 
called by God to join the Catholic 
Church. The Church recognises their 
desire to be sealed with the gift of 
the Holy Spirit and be nourished by 
Christ's Body and Blood.

Dan Martin offered a testimony on 
behalf of the Candidates.

"Dear Bishop Paul and all gathered 
here.

Over the past nine months, Fr Rick 
Loughnan and our OCIA team at 
Christ the King have had the joy in 
accompanying our Candidates as they 
journey towards becoming Catholic. 
I wish to tell you what I have seen of 
God working in their lives and their 
response to this grace.

Of course, as Candidates, their journey 
to becoming Catholic started well 
before they contacted the parish as 
inquirers. God was working in different 
ways throughout their lives especially 
in recent years, be it through painful 
experiences, through feelings and 
emotions, through close relationships 
or through an awakening to His reality 
and call. I have also seen how God 
has worked through other Christian 
churches in providing the seed and 
water for their faith to grow and then 

be baptised into members of Christ's 
body and children of God. Let us 
acknowledge and give thanks to God 
for this.

I have experienced the courage in 
the Candidates taking the first step in 
contacting the parish about becoming 
Catholic. And through the inquiry and 
catechesis stages, I have experienced 
the Candidates intently listening to 
God's word, by faithfully attending 
Sunday Mass and also at our lectio 
divina at the start of our sessions. 

Our latest milestone at St Bede’s College: millimetre-perfect 
placement of the 10.5 tonne Chapel roof, which we carefully craned 
into place on a sunny day in February.

Annabelle Joyce (St Patrick’s, Lincoln) 
signing the Book of the Elect
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The Candidates have responded to 
this Word and through it, been more 
confident in walking in God's presence.

I have seen Candidates experience joy 
in learning the key stories of salvation 
history which they were not familiar 
with and then later passing these 
stories onto their children, thus already 
handing on the Good News to a new 
generation.

I have seen another who is more 
familiar with scripture suddenly 
become aware of Jesus as the "Lamb 

of God" and the connection with the 
Passover sacrifice which they hadn't 
noticed before.

I have witnessed them growing in 
understanding and the reality of God's 
amazing grace and how it works or 
doesn't work with free will. I have 
witnessed them attending weekday 
Mass, forming a habit of personal 
prayer and growing closer to people 
within the parish community to which 
they belong. Relationships which will 
support them in the faith when OCIA 
has finished.

Therefore, by journeying with these 
candidates, I can say they are ready to 
receive the Sacraments of Confirmation 
and Holy Eucharist. I am confident that 
all the other leaders in our parishes 
have, in similar ways, witnessed their 
Candidates undergoing a conversion 
by growing in a fuller relationship with 
Jesus and His Word, thus building the 
foundation for them to share in the 
mission of the Church in spreading the 
Good News of Jesus Christ, through 
their own words and actions."

At the Rite of Election, Bishop Paul 
Martin SM addressed those entering 
full Communion in the Catholic Church 
at Easter:

"Over the last few weeks, amongst the 
many pieces of mail I receive, have 
come pages which have stood out 
from the rest. On these are the typed 
or hand written accounts of people 
giving an outline to me of why they 
would like to join our Church. They 
vary in length and depth but each one 
is extremely precious to me as the 
bishop of this diocese, because these 
letters are a written account of the 
journey of faith of people who have 
been called by God to come closer to 
him and who want to join our Catholic 
Christian community.

These letters, with the name of the 
person at the bottom, come from 
each of you sitting here today. They 
are outward testimony and attempts 
to put into words what is going on in 
your hearts. The letters are precious, 
but each of you is so much more 
precious, because you are enfleshed 
examples of God's work and power. It 
is a privilege for me as the bishop to 
have some small insight from you of 
what God is doing, but even more so 
to meet you now, with your family and 
local parish support people with you 
too.

In signing your name in the Book 
of the Elect or committing yourself 
to continuing conversion, you open 
yourself even more to wonderful 
graces and opportunities that 
God gives to us. When we make 
a commitment it is in fact freeing, 
because we no longer look around at 
the other options. We focus on what 
we have chosen and that takes us 
down a road which leads to God. It 
is not automatic, like a conveyor belt 
at the airport that you just stand on 
and it moves. We must keep taking 
the steps, which for us means a life 
of prayer, reflection and Christian 
action, and care for our neighbour. 
But like the athlete who trains for his 
or her particular discipline, the more 
we do these things the more we are 
able to accomplish, and God's grace, 
especially through the gifts of the 

Trish Boyle, a Candidate, presents Bishop Paul 
with a copy of her baptismal certificate
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All parishioners are invited to
the annual celebration of

Divine Mercy Sunday
Sunday 28 April 2019

St Mary’s Pro-Cathedral
373 Manchester Street, Christchurch

1.30 - 3.00pm Reconciliation
3.00pm  Chaplet of Mercy sung/prayed
3.15pm   Holy Mass

Celebrant:  Father John Adams

Veneration of the First Class relic of St Faustina.
A Plenary Indulgence, in addition to the
special graces of the day, is also granted.

Book sales to follow.

Phone 03 359 2087 for more information
email  info@divinemercy.co.nz

www.divinemercy.co.nz

Sacraments of the Church, help us in 
this journey.

Thank you for your openness to God 
which brings you here today. Thank 
you to those who are supporting and 
working with you in this process. I 
hope that this final stage of your initial 
journey to full membership in the 
Church, as you become the elect, will 
be a grace filled and blessed time for 
you all as you prepare for Easter."

Their journey continues for several 
months, including additional rites, 
a retreat, and though many will 
celebrate the Sacraments of initiation 
at the Easter Vigil, others may 
celebrate their Christian initiation on 
another Sunday.

Two Candidates came into the Church 
in February through the parish of St 
Teresa's, Riccarton. They are Jillian 
Clarke and Rob Armstrong. "Being 
Confirmed and having my First Holy 
Communion has felt like I have 
finally come home." said Diocesan 
Receptionist, Jillian Clarke. "It was an 
amazing experience and I had such 
a wonderful day. I would certainly 
recommend to anyone contemplating 
joining the Catholic Church to not 
hesitate, but to just open up your heart 
and let God fill it with love and joy."

One of our Candidates recalls her 
mother enrolling her in Sacred Heart 
School, Addington in 1947. The 

attraction: piano lessons from the 
sisters. Being tiny in stature, Jan recalls 
a sacred ritual when a Sister lifted her 
up so that she could dip her hand into 
the holy water font and make the sign 
of the cross. Jan was a Christian, but 
not a Catholic. She recalls the love of 
the Sisters, their faith and her growing 
desire to be one with them. As a 
teenager, she found the courage to 
tell her mother she wished to join the 
novitiate, but this was not welcome 
news. Upset by this decision, the piano 
was removed from their home and 
that road ended.

For 72 years Jan has felt a deep 

connection with the Catholic Church 
and longed to belong, fulfilling what 
was placed on her heart decades ago. 
She has been open to the wonderful 
grace that God has given and will be 
received into the Church, Confirmed 
and receive the gifts of the Holy Spirit 
and share in the Eucharistic banquet in 
the near future.

When we come upon someone 
interested in the Church, our call is 
to encourage them to seek further. 
This could be with your parish priest, 
pastoral worker or by contacting OCIA 
Advisor Marianne Daly on (03) 353 
0758 or at mdaly@chch.catholic.org.nz.

Jillian Clarke (St Teresa’s, Riccarton)

“Being Confirmed and having my First Holy Communion 
has felt like I have finally come home.” - Jillian Clarke

Ken Joblin, Sacred Music Advisor 
for the Christchurch Diocese, 

and Marianne Daly, Parish Advisor, 
Catholic Education Office
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In these pages, we hold in mind everyone injured or killed in the horrifying tragedy of 15 March. These are pages 
of solidarity and prayer. We outlay a number of statements and observations following the timeline in which they 
were released or events took place.

Message to 
Muslim Community 
of New Zealand

Following Christchurch Shooting
Friday 15 March

Dear Members of the Muslim community 
in Aotearoa New Zealand,

We hold you in prayer as we hear the terrible news of 
violence against Muslims at Mosques in Christchurch. We 
are profoundly aware of the positive relationships we have 
with Islamic people in this land, and we are particularly 
horrified that this has happened at a place and time of 
prayer. We are deeply saddened that people have been 
killed and injured, and our hearts go out to them, their 
families and wider community.

We wish you to be aware of our solidarity with you in the 
face of such violence. Peace, Salaam,

Patrick Dunn, Bishop of Auckland and NZCBC President; 
Charles Drennan, Bishop of Palmerston North and NZCBC 
Secretary; John Dew, Cardinal Archbishop of Wellington; 
Paul Martin, Bishop of Christchurch; Steve Lowe, Bishop of 
Hamilton; Michael Dooley, Bishop of Dunedin

National Church Leaders Aotearoa New Zealand (NCLANZ)

Joint Statement by National Church Leaders

Tuesday 19 March

Make me a channel of your peace.

The National Church Leaders gathered in Wellington today 
(Tuesday 19 March) to express their profound horror at the 
terrible violence towards Muslim people in Christchurch 
Mosques last Friday. We are deeply saddened by these 
tragic events and we strongly condemn these acts of racial 
hatred and murder. We feel very deeply for our fellow New 
Zealand faith community, which was so cruelly attacked as 
worshippers peacefully gathered for prayer. We extend our 
prayerful and heartfelt sympathy to the Muslim community 
here in New Zealand, and around the world.

The whole Christian church community in New Zealand is 
praying for the Muslim community: praying for the healing 
of the wounded, comfort for the bereaved, and for God's 
peace upon all who have been traumatised. At this time 

of deep shock, grief, and anxiety, we ask and pray for all 
New Zealanders to stand united, to have great love and 
compassion, and to show unfailing respect and kindness for 
all people who live in this society of Aotearoa New Zealand, 
regardless of ethnicity or religious affiliation. We believe 
there is absolutely no room for racial hatred in our land, and 
we are determined that we must stand together as one 
people, united as human beings created by God, and as 
fellow New Zealanders.

May goodness overcome evil, and peace and goodwill 
prevail.

(This letter is signed by leaders of the 
breadth of Christianity in New Zealand)

Condolences from Pope Francis

In the Wake of Yesterday’s Shootings
Saturday 16 March

His Holiness Pope Francis was deeply saddened 
to learn of the injury and loss of life caused by 
the senseless acts of violence at two Mosques in 
Christchurch, and he assures all New Zealanders, 
and in particular the Muslim community, of his 
heartfelt solidarity in the wake of these attacks.

Mindful of the efforts of the security and 
emergency personnel in this difficult situation, 
His Holiness prays for the healing of the injured, 
the consolation of those who grieve the loss 
of their loved ones, and for all affected by this 
tragedy. Commending those who have died to 
the loving mercy of Almighty God, Pope Francis 
invokes the divine blessings of comfort and 
strength upon the nation.

Pietro Parolin 
Secretary of State
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“When a family member dies we feel 
deep grief and loss. Our tears flow 
from a pain that is deep and it feels as 
if the one we love is torn from us. Such 
grief is raw and real, and words are 
completely inadequate.

Today is such a day. We are unable 
to express the confusion and pain we 
feel. Our grief threatens to overwhelm 
our community at the tragic loss of 
our sisters and brothers and the act of 
hate that has been inflicted.

Today is such a day of shared grief and 
pain. In the presence of such violence 
and loss we cry from the heart: “Out 
of the depths I cry to you O Lord”. 
We know that our loving God has not 
caused this pain, but the freedom God 
gives us as a mark of his great love has 
been tragically misused and abused.

We gather here this morning because 
we are at a loss about what to do or 
what to say. I know that many of you 
have already reached out to members 
of the Muslim community in your 
neighbourhoods and workplaces. Your 

acts of love are already overpowering 
the hate.

We know, in solidarity with our Muslim 
sisters and brothers who gathered in 
the Christchurch Mosques and around 
the world yesterday, that our only 
hope is in God. Our only hope is in 
God. Our only hope is in God.

Last month Pope Francis was in the 
United Arab Emirates and met with the 
Grand Imam of Also-Azhar, Ahmed el-
Tayeb. The highlight of their meeting 
was the signing of a joint declaration 
on human fraternity. Their exhortation 
begins: “In the name of God who has 
created all human beings equal in 
rights, duties and dignity, and who 
has called them to live together 
as brothers and sisters, to fill the 
earth and make known the values of 
goodness, love and peace.”

“Brothers and sisters”.... “Filling the 
earth with values of goodness, love 
and peace”. This is our shared mission 
in these tragic days in our city and in 
our land.

This is not a new mission for Muslims 
and Catholics. Pope Francis meeting 
the Grand Imam took place exactly 
800 years after St Francis of Assisi 
travelled to Egypt to meet the Sultan. 
Then they met as brothers knowing 
they were siblings in the family of the 
One God and in their time together 
discovering that they were friends. 
They had no shared verbal language, 
but those who witnessed their 
meeting reported that the language 
of love was tangible and powerful 
between them.

We are here today as friends, friends 
who are suffering, friends grieving 
together in the midst of an unspeakable 
tragedy. Let us follow the example of 
the Grand Imam and Pope Francis last 
month, of the Muslim family of faith as 
in a gesture of penitential solidarity we 
now kneel together and pray....”

(the congregation was then invited to 
kneel as Sebastian Temple’s Prayer of 
St Francis was then sung, followed by 
prayer for our brothers and sisters who 
had died or been injured)

Homily of Bishop Paul Martin SM, Mass for Peace 
Saturday 16 March 2019 at St Mary's Pro-Cathedral

The word was spread effectively that Bishop Paul Martin SM would celebrate the Saturday morning Mass at 
St Mary’s Pro-Cathedral to pray for all who had suffered in the tragedy of Friday. The Pro-Cathedral was filled with 
the lay faithful and many of the bishop’s brother priests joined with him at the altar. Here is the text of that homily.

Where there is hatred let me bring your love.
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Where there is injury, your pardon Lord.

As a member of the New Zealand 
Catholic Bishops committee for 
Interfaith Relations, I have been 
working alongside great people of a 
wide range of faiths in New Zealand 
for a number of years. I have had the 
opportunity to get to know many 
different people from all walks of life 
and faith backgrounds, to witness 
their deep belief in God, to see them 
live out their faith authentically, to 
witness them fasting, praying and 
practising alms giving, just as we are 
called to do in our own faith. This 
opportunity to know and love my 
neighbours of other religions has 
not diluted my faith in any way, it 
has encouraged me to delve deeper 
into its teachings so that I can try to 
give a better example to those I am 
interacting with and can more easily 
share our beliefs.

As I have been spending time with 
my Muslim brothers and sisters in the 
days since these attacks, one thing 
they have asked of me is to try and 
use this opportunity to bring Catholics 
and Muslims as well as people of all 
faiths closer together, to bring about 
visible unity, rather than division which 
is what the terrorist (and the devil) 
wants.

Interfaith Relations

“The language of love was 
tangible and powerful 
between them.”
Pope Francis and the Grand Imam of Also-Azhar, 
Ahmed el-Tayeb, met in the United Arab Emirates 
last month to sign a joint declaration on human fraternity.

As well as looking for concrete ways 
to show our love through action, at 
this point in time, I believe it would be 
particularly prudent for us Catholics 
to examine our relationships with 
our Muslim brothers and sisters and 
to explore what our Church teaches 
about them. I encourage you to read 
the documents of the Second Vatican 
Council, in particular Nostra Aetate, 
where it states that ‘The Church 
regards with esteem the Moslems. 
They adore the one God, living and 
subsisting in Himself; merciful and all-
powerful, the Creator of heaven and 
earth, (5) who has spoken to men; they 
take pains to submit wholeheartedly 
to even His inscrutable decrees, just 
as Abraham, with whom the faith of 
Islam takes pleasure in linking itself, 
submitted to God.” It goes on to 
encourage us to forget the quarrels 
of the past and to work sincerely for 
mutual understanding and to strive for 
peace.

Numerous documents 
have been published 
by the Vatican since, 
further exploring our 
relationships with 
Islam and other world 
religions. The most 

recent document is a joint declaration 
written by both Pope Francis and 
the Grand Imam of Al-Azhar, Ahmad 
Al-Tayyeb, “a Document on Human 
Fraternity For World Peace And Living 
Together”, dated 4 February 2019. It is 
very much worth reading.

In May, the diocese is hosting a 
workshop where we will explore the 
Church’s teachings around Interfaith 
dialogue and action and look at 
ways we can be actively involved in 
this ministry. The venue is yet to be 
confirmed but please keep an eye on 
your parish notices for the time and 
place.

Matthew Gardner
(Member of the NZ Catholic Bishops 
Committee for Interfaith Relations)

A Letter from Christchurch Representative
New Zealand Catholic Bishops Committee on Thursday 21 March

The terrible events which took place in Christchurch on 15 March have deeply shocked and saddened all of us. 
As we go through the grieving process and ponder what has happened, I believe it is a perfect time to reflect on our 
own attitudes towards our brothers and sisters of other faiths and our relationships with them. Is there anything we 
could do to better our relationships and to learn more about our neighbour and to practice the love that our Lord 
Jesus Christ has called us to?
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And where there’s doubt, true faith in you.

Many gathered at this service at 
6:00pm in Latimer Square to remember 
those in the Muslim community who 
lost their lives and to pray for those 
who are injured and their families and 
loved ones. We give thanks for the 
bravery of the first responders and the 
many people who continue to support 
those affected by this tragedy.

“Our city is changed forever by the 
tragic and evil actions of those who act 
out their fears and hate with violence. 
We are changed, but in so many 
moments in the past week, and in this 
outpouring today of love and support 
for our Muslim brothers and sisters, 
we see that already hope is breaking 
through and in the end love will prevail.

In these days we have become 
aware that we ourselves may not 
always have been as welcoming and 
generous to people who have different 
cultural backgrounds and beliefs. But 
this week we have changed as we 
reach out to those who suffer. We have 
spoken warmly and supportively with 
those who may have previously been 
strangers while living next door and 
working alongside us.

Yes we are changed by the 
devastation that has been inflicted on 
our Muslim sisters and brothers, on 
our city and on our world. But we are 
now together taking positive action 
to turn this pain and suffering to good 
as we respond, not with hate and 

violence which would be a logical 
response, but with love which is the 
most powerful agent of change in 
history. Love never fails.

We walk together, like those two 
disciples after the unjust and tragic 
death of their friend Jesus. They were 
talking about their loss - and so are 
we. They were welcoming strangers to 
share their homes, their tables and their 
friendship - and so are we. In the pain 
of their loss and suffering they were 
sharing their hopes - and so are we… 
For we know that the default setting of 
the healthy human person is hope.

Our hope is for a new world where 
there are no enemies, only friends, 
no persecutors only brothers and 
sisters of every culture and every faith 
and every diverse experience and 
expression of humanity, living together 
in the hope and the desire for good 
that unites us.

We have suffered deeply, and we are 
right to feel anger. But anger and pain 
can be seeds that give birth to a new 
way of living together.

We, citizens of this beautiful city 
Otautahi Christchurch know this 
place of pain and suffering well. In the 
last decade we have been through 
devastation and, from this pain and 
loss, seen a new beginning. A new 
city is emerging in this place, new 
buildings yes, but also a new and 

strengthened and united people.

So today let it be known to the world 
that we, the people of this place and 
this land, are committing ourselves to a 
new beginning - that this place, our city 
and this land of Aotearoa New Zealand 
is a place of hope and love. Let us 
show the world (as we have in the 
past decade) that while we in Otautahi 
Christchurch have been brought to our 
knees again by tragedy, we now stand 
with renewed passion, strong, as one, 
and embracing every stranger as a 
brother, a sister, and a friend.

As we gather today we are 
strengthened by the love and hope we 
share: faith in the one God of Christians 
and Muslims alike, and in the words of 
the scripture we have just heard let us 
remember that the faithfulness of God 
never fails, God’s love is offered to us 
anew every morning. Let us again now 
accept this divine gift and let us be 
strengthened to live as beacons of hope 
and love in this place, that this new 
Christchurch light may shine to the ends 
of the earth heralding a new era of living 
together as one united, hope-filled and 
loving human family.”

Service of Prayer
and Hope

Message given by Bishop Paul Martin SM
at at Service of Prayer and Hope

Organised by Combined Churches of Christchurch
Thursday 21 March

(Above) Anglican Diocese of Christchurch Bishop Peter Carrell, left, Catholic Diocese of 
Christchurch Bishop Paul Martin SM, and Avondale Islamic Centre imam Muhammed 
Shaakir Ismail, at the Service of Prayer and Hope.

(Right) Bishop Martin and Sr Bertha prayed together at the Interfaith Prayer Service held 
at the Peace Bell in the Botanic Gardens in Christchurch on Sunday 24 March.
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Where there’s despair in life let me bring hope.

I’ve grown to know a number of Chinese 
drivers. I have said to them that if only 
others of my ethnic background could 
get to know them in the way I have, 
there would not be the fear that “the 
Chinese are taking over.” Rather, my own 
friends would be impressed to see the 
level of kindness I receive from these 
drivers. Such is my relationship with my 
Chinese friends, I have found myself 
defending them when people of my 
own kind express their fears about them. 
As we’ve driven to various destinations 
together, we discuss the problems 
facing immigrant communities and what 
it is like for New Zealand as it grows to 
become a more open society.

When the Kaikoura earthquake 
occurred, my Chinese friend was among 
the first to check on me. I told him not 
to worry about me but to look after his 
own family. He replied that I am part of 
his family.

My family lives in the North Island and 
so on Christmas day, after playing the 
organ at Mass here, I am always off to 
the airport. It is not easy to get a cab 
on Christmas day. One of my Chinese 
drivers, though not on duty himself, has 
taken me to the airport at no cost to me 
and at the cost of kindness and respect 
from him and some inconvenience to 
his family. These drivers know I take 

God seriously and I know they have high 
ethical standards and want to be good 
citizens, good neighbours, good friends.

My taxi travel has had me sitting beside 
members of the Islamic community 
here in Christchurch. They have picked 
me up from outside churches which 
has led to conversations about faith. 
The first thing we do is show respect 
for each other as people of prayer, for 
whom God is at the centre of our lives. 
We acknowledge how important it is 
for people of faith to work together in 
a country that seems to want to live 
without God. I have never been inside 
a Mosque but my own situation has 

A daily experience for me is to be driven around Christchurch as I go about my life as a blind person. Many of 
those who drive me have come to New Zealand in more recent years. They have come for a better life. Some 
have escaped war-torn countries or densely populated cities, many have had to leave their families, all have 
great hope in the future here for their children. Big sacrifices have been made and, as they arrive here, we are 
as foreign to them as they are to us. As they grow in confidence, they begin to interact with us and as our own 
experience of humanity is broadened, we too open up to them. After a while, it is no longer “us and them.”

Ken Joblin (Editor) and Guide Dog Nelson with ‘top Chinese Taxi Driver’ Tong Wu.

A Blessing
of Blindness
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allowed me to spend time with people 
who are outside my experience. If I was 
capable of driving my own car, I would 
not have this opportunity.

On Friday I had just finished teaching 25 
children from Sacred Heart Addington 
the opening bars of Mendelssohn’s “Lift 
Thine Eyes”. I was explaining what that 
Psalm means as we look to the hills, 
“from whence cometh our help?” In 
this translation of the Psalm, the words 
are “Our help cometh even from the 
Lord, who made heaven and earth.” 
It was necessary to explain this older 
English as most of this choir come 
from the Philippines. At 1:40pm, I was 
explaining that we look to the sky when 
we are praying to God in heaven. I left 
Addington at 1:45pm, returning to the 
city. Unbeknown to me, I had narrowly 
escaped a lock-down. I was with my 
top Chinese driver and we were both 
perplexed at the number of police cars 
speeding passed us. His taxi computer 
informed him of the critical incident 
taking place in Dean’s Avenue. As we 
came down Moorhouse Ave, we could 
see a big group of people just standing 
there and police going in different 
directions. As it became clearer that an 
attack on a Mosque was taking place, I 

was grateful to be driven to the safety of 
my own home.

My Chinese friend rang today (Saturday) 
to check on me. He was worried about 
me going to Mass. When I asked why, 
he said that it might be dangerous 
because it would be a group of mostly 
white people together which might 
make us a target should anyone strike 
out in anger after what happened 
yesterday. I said it was important for 
people to be together at times like this. 
He also told me his father had rung 
from China, and among other things, 
had asked after my welfare. I have never 
met his father so was very touched by 
that. When the lives of people intertwine 
through shared experience, we no 
longer extol distinction but simply enjoy 
each other’s company.

In travelling with a driver, I have to place 
my life into their hands. I have entrusted 
them with the ultimate responsibility, my 
life. I have not been let down. On Good 
Friday we sing the Psalm refrain “Father, 
I put my life in your hands.” If I can place 
my life into the hands of another human 
being, surely I can do so with my Father 
in heaven. After all, my help comes from 
the Lord who made heaven and earth.

Lent 2019 is indeed a very dark time 
here in Christchurch. We have seen 
the evil which comes from a distorted 
view of humanity. There must surely 
be some good to come from this 
evil. Might it be a new respect for 
faith in New Zealand? Might it be an 
opportunity for the insularity which 
comes from a strong adherence to 
a faith to open out and encounter 
others? Will there be insight once 
the immediate emotional response 
subsides? Is it a warning to us not to 
allow ourselves to live in a Facebook 
echo chamber or in a religious ghetto? 
Do we need to re-discover the joy of 
finding out something new and different 
and in making ourselves vulnerable, 
that others gain a new insight into the 
goodness of God?

We can be confident that insight is there 
to be found. Here is “the question”, one 
we hear as our lives are illuminated by 
the light of Easter: “What good would 
life have been to us, had Christ not 
come as our Redeemer?”

In Christ

Ken Joblin 
(Saturday 16 March)

And where there’s sadness ever joy.
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Refugee resettlement to Christchurch has only just 
resumed after the Canterbury earthquakes. Our Cathedral 
Choir and Orchestra wished to support the resumption of 
this vital humanitarian work by offering the proceeds of its 
annual Lenten concert on 10 March to the Red Cross who 
underpin this work.

The great Lutheran composer, JS Bach wrote what has 
become known as the Refugee Cantata. This work was 
recently performed in London as part of refugee week. It is 
a work lasting around 20 minutes and focuses on Christ's 
exhortation to us to feed the hungry, to clothe the naked. 
The Refugee Cantata was the final work in an hour long 

programme and is thought to be the first time it has been 
performed in New Zealand.

An appreciative audience made donations at the door and 
just under $1,000 was presented to the Red Cross. Tom 
Gregg is the Chair of the North Canterbury Area Council 
of the New Zealand Red Cross. On 11 March, Mr Gregg 
contacted the Cathedral Choir and said "Today, I delivered 
the funds to the head of the Refugee Resettlement 
Programme. She was amazed and delighted at the level of 
donations received and grateful for all your efforts." We, like 
the rest of New Zealand, had no idea what was to happen 
but four days later.

A ground-breaking collaboration between St Vincent de 
Paul and the John Paul II Centre for Life is enabling women 
from the east side of Christchurch to more easily access 
Pregnancy Centre services.

At the Vinnies' Stanmore Road store, Pregnancy Centre 
staff from the JP2 Centre now offer free pregnancy tests, 
support with unplanned pregnancies, needs assessments 

Singing for New Refugees to Christchurch 

Vinnies Hub - New "One Stop Shop"
for practical help, support with baby loss and natural fertility 
awareness.

The Vinnies shop continues to offer friendly assistance with 
clothing, furniture, food, household items and other needs 
as required. Women coming to "fill a bag" can pop upstairs 
to the "Vinnies Hub" service, 10.00am-2.00pm Monday and 
Thursday.
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Pregnant?
Worried?

We are here to help

Phone 03 351 3227 
or 0508 437 348
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Before Mass, visitors were welcomed 
by the Chairman of the Jubilee 
Committee before John Doocey, 
the then Chairman of the Building 
Committee recalled the building of 
the new presbytery, the meeting room 
and the new church. Many thoughts 
went out to the late Monsignor 
Gerry O'Connor who was parish 
priest and driving force behind the 
redevelopment of our Greymouth 
buildings at that time.

Supporting us at Mass was the St 
Patrick's Choir led by Sue Falvey who 
were in fine voice as we sang the 
beautiful refrains of Hail Redeemer 
King Divine, Faith of our Fathers and 
the stirring Hail Glorious St Patrick.

What a gift we have in Greymouth 
with our St Patrick's Choir. Some of the 
future choir members from St Patrick's 
Primary School beautifully sang The 

Irish Blessing after communion before 
Bishop Martin gave us his blessing 
and sent us back into the world. And 
what a changed world it is after the 
tragic events in Christchurch on Friday 
15 March. To say that everyone at 
Mass was still rather stunned would 
be an understatement as we all tried 
to understand the enormity of this 
horrific event. Bishop Martin helped 
us through this process with his 
gentle and thoughtful homily and the 
Prayer of the Faithful emphasised our 
solidarity with our neighbours over the 
hill in Christchurch. A prayer service 
had been quickly organised by Fr 
Costello on the Saturday and this was 
very well attended. A book was made 
available at the side-altar for people 
to pen a message of support and this 
will be sent to Christchurch with our 
love and prayers for all affected by this 
terrible event.

Following Mass, we moved across 
the street for morning tea and a 
natter at the Marist Rugby League 
Clubrooms. Our Mayor, Mr Tony 
Kokshoorn gave a very thoughtful 
address which summed up recent 
events and the need to work together 
as a community. The Jubilee Cake 
kindly made for us by Mrs Nola 
Tucker was cut by one of our special 
parishioners, Mrs Christine De Mel, 
and a representative of the juniors, 
Master Gabriel Roper.

What a wonderful way to celebrate 25 
years since our church was opened 
and we look forward to our Golden 
Jubilee in 2044.

Deo gratias.

Jim Costello 
Greymouth parishioner

Greymouth Gives Thanks

Halswell
     Turns 20
Congratulations to Ss Peter and Paul, 
Halswell who, on Waitangi Day, 
celebrated the 20th anniversary of 
the opening of its current Church.

Among those present at the Mass 
celebrated by Frs Chris Orr and 
Thanh Tran were four members of 
the Building Committee: 
Paul Goodwin, Kevin O'Connell, 
Glenice Grady, and Jenny Muschamp.

On Sunday 17 March, parishioners of St Patrick's Greymouth celebrated 25 years since our beautiful church 
was opened in 1994. Holy Mass was celebrated by Bishop Paul Martin SM and con-celebrated by Bishop Basil 
Meeking (who celebrated the Opening Mass in 1994), Fathers John Morrison, John O'Connor and Tien Cao along 
with our current parish priest Fr Peter Costello and his Assistant Fr Larry Mijares.
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Six months of sacramental 
preparation at Little River came 
to a festive conclusion on the first 
Sunday of Advent. St Patrick's is 
now the parish home for a number 
of children who made their first 
Holy Communion. They are the 
first to do so since our church was 
reopened after restoration. We 
congratulate them and pray that 
they will always long to receive the 
Body and Blood of Christ.From Left: Hannah Backhouse, Celia Thacker, Thea Foley, Jim Foley, Mack Hoult, Connor 

Backhouse, Alexandra Thacker and Parish Priest Emeritus Fr Paul Shannahan SM

St Patrick's 
Akaroa
feeds those 
who hunger
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At John Rhind we are proud of our heritage, having served the families of 
Canterbury for over 130 years. We understand that it’s the small personal 

details which matter when arranging a funeral.
With FDANZ approved pre-arranged and pre-paid funeral options, let one of 

our caring team help you arrange a memorable service.

At John Rhind we are proud of our heritage, having served the families of 
Canterbury for over 130 years. We understand that it’s the small personal 

details which matter when arranging a funeral.
With FDANZ approved pre-arranged and pre-paid funeral options, let one of 

our caring team help you arrange a memorable service.

The Parish of the Good Shepherd 
Hurunui recently held their annual 
parish picnic at Scargill Domain.

It was a blessed day, allowing 
everyone to come together, profess 
our faith, share a meal and have some 
fun.

Activities included entertainment from 
Fr Greg (Community of the Beatitudes) 
who was very popular with the 
children (of all ages).

Parishioners got involved in a game of 
cricket (India vs New Zealand) and Fr 
Mathew was named Man of the Match.
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It is amazing to discover the many 
ways the Holy Spirit works in each of 
our parishes. In March, St Joseph's 
Papanui celebrated the many 
ministries and activities underpinning 
our community life. More than 40 
of our ministries and organisations 
participated in a Parish Expo. St 
Gregory's Parish Centre was full of 
stands, banners and displays, showing 
our parishioners what our people 
do and why each group exists. After 
each of our four Sunday Masses, 
at least 400 people wandered 
around the stands, chatting to group 
co-ordinators and enjoying the 
friendly atmosphere. Many people 
commented on how pleased they are 
to participate in God's mission in our 
part of Christchurch.

There is something biblical about 
holding a census. We did just that on 
the weekend immediately following 
the expo. At the end of each Mass, we 
asked all our parishioners to complete 

a short Census Form. This form will 
allow us to not only update our parish 
roll, but ask how we might spiritually 
and practically support our people. 
Through this form, people could also 
join parish ministries and activities. 

The Expo and Census have proven to 
be very fruitful and we look forward to 
running them again next year.

Irene Maguire 
Pastoral Associate - St Joseph's Papanui

Parish Expo and Census
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Is the enjoyment of your retirement handicapped by the chores
and maintenance of a house that’s too big?

Let Maryville Courts do the hard work,
to give you the time and energy to

get your retirement back on par.

We have beautifully refurbished
2-bedroom villas available, in a safe,

secure and friendly environment,
so call Suzanne to discuss

your options

Call 379 0357 for an appointment to view.
155 Salisbury Street, Christchurch.
Phone  379 0357   Email  sales@maryvillecourts.org.nz   www.maryvillecourts.org.nz
Under the Patronage of the Roman Catholic Bishop of Christchurch. Registered under the Charitable Trusts Act (1957)

Pope Francis Honours 
Papanui Parishioner
Recently Pope Francis honoured Janette McKee of 
St Joseph’s Papanui with a Pro Ecclesia et Pontifice 
award. Bishop Paul Martin SM awarded Mrs McKee with 
this special medal at the 10.00am Mass in St Gregory’s 
Bishopdale on 20 January. Many of her family and 
friends joined parishioners in giving thanks for her many 
years of service to the parish. This service includes 
thirty years membership in the Society of St Vincent 
de Paul and thirty five years in the Catholic Women’s 
League. Mrs McKee also co-ordinates the laundering of 
Altar Linen and Communion to the sick, is a reader and 
Extraordinary Minister of Holy Communion.

We congratulate and thank Janette McKee for her self-
giving work at St Joseph’s Parish Papanui.
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A quARTERLy 
NEWsLETTER PuBLIsHEd 
By THE CATHOLIC BIsHOP 
OF CHRIsTCHuRCH.

Please attach your high 
resolution images or send us 
a link to a file sharing website. 
Do not embed images in your 
article. 
JPEG format is most suitable 
for photos. 
Please identify people featured 
in images and where images 
are taken.

Deadline for next issue:

friday 26 april 2019

Contributions may be sent at 
any time to:

The Editor, PO Box 4544, 
Christchurch 8140.

Phone: (03) 595 5934 (Editor)

www.chchcatholic.nz

Email: 
inform@chch.catholic.org.nz
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Marriage
Expo

To Register or for more info:
Web:  www.jp2.org.nz
Email: info@jp2.org.nz
Phone: 03 351 3225

1. The Sexual Revolution: 
50 Years Since Humanae Vitae

Movie followed by a commentary, 
Q & A session with Fr Allan Jones SM
Friday 10th May 7:00pm-9:00pm  
Venue: Christ the King Parish Centre  

2. Catholic Marriage 101
Friday 17th May 7:30pm- 9:00pm 
followed by supper
Venue: Christ the King Parish Centre   

3. A Life-Giving Vision of Marriage
For marriage educators and others interested. 
Cost includes morning tea, lunch and resources.
Saturday 18th May 10:00am-3:00pm 
Venue: Christ the King Parish Centre   
Cost: $35 single, $65 couple 
Bookings close:    Wednesday 1st May

4. Dio Date Night for Couples
Saturday 18th May 6:00pm 
Venue: Rata Lounge 
 cnr MacMillan Ave/Dyers Pass Rd
Cost: $65 couple
Bookings close:    Wednesday 1st May 

5. Nature’s Best: Natural Family Planning in 
a pharmaceutical and technological age

Thursday 23rd May 7:00pm-9:00pm 
Venue: St Teresa’s Parish Hall, Riccarton

Oberammergau Pilgrim Tour
The Oberammergau Passion Play was first performed in 
1634. It resulted from a vow made by the inhabitants of 
the village that if God spared them from the effects of the 
bubonic plague then sweeping the region, they would 
perform a passion play every ten years. A man travelling 
back to the town for Christmas had accidentally brought 
the plague with him. The man died from the plague and 

it began spreading throughout Oberammergau. After the 
vow was made, not another inhabitant of the town died 
from the plague. All of the town members that were still 
suffering from the plague recovered.
Over 2,000 villagers perform the story of the Passion of 
Jesus for audiences from around the world every 10 years.
Fr Chris Friel will lead a pilgrim tour in June 2020. Contact 
The Travel Warehouse in Auckland 0800 356 728 for details.

Rosary House 
Spiritual Life Centre 
Events
Please book with Rosary House 
Spiritual Life Centre 
(03) 379 1298 or roho@xtra.co.nz

Reflection Day
Tuesday 21 May, 10.30am-2.30pm 
at Villa Maria College 
with Sr Mary Catherwood. 

Cooking up Personal 
Worldview and Becoming 
Oneself More Deeply
saturday 25 May 10.30am-3.00pm, 
at 22 Gracefield Avenue.
Led by Allan Bloore, Jungian Analyst. 
Suggested contribution $60.

Exploring the Spirituality 
of Teilhard de Chardin. 
‘Rediscovering Fire’
Friday 14 June 7.00pm-9.00pm & 
saturday 15 June 9.30am-4.00pm 
at Te Manawa Atawhai Catherine 
McAuley Centre, Villa Maria College.
Seminar facilitated by Kevin Gallagher. 
Suggested contribution $60. 

Sunday Scripture Series. 
Gospel according to Luke Year C
Thursday 20 June, 7.30pm-9.00pm 
at Villa Maria College.
Presenter Sr Kathleen Rushton RSM.
Gospel Readings of 13th to 24th 
Sundays of Ordinary Time. 
Using lectio divina, we shall explore 
the first part of the journey of Jesus 
to Jerusalem (Lk 9:51-15:42). 

 
Easter TriDuum Retreat
with the Beatitudes Community

FOR YOUNG ADULTS (18-35YRS)

STARTS : THURSDAY 29TH  MARCH 5PM
ENDS : SUNDAY 1ST APRIL 11.30AM

Talks, li turgy, Mass, silence, personal prayer and the 
beauty of nature will help you to stay close toJesus and 

to enter into the central mystery of our faith.

 COST : $180.00 (UNWAGED: $120.00)

REGISTER NOW AT BEATITUDES.NZ/EVENTS

REGISTRATIONS CLOSE THURSDAY 22ND MARCH


