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A lot has happened this year in our 
diocese and we have much to give 
thanks to God for. A highlight for me 
was my recent Ad Limina visit to Rome 
with the other New Zealand bishops. 
There we met with the various 
Roman departments of the Vatican 
and looked at different aspects of 
the Church’s mission and life, as well 
as at our own situation here in New 
Zealand. This visit culminated in a 
meeting with Pope Francis, where 
the five bishops sat with the Holy 
Father for over an hour. We talked 
about all that was going on here and 
considered the wider issues the Pope 
wanted to speak with us about. It 
was a real privilege to have so long 
with the Holy Father, to engage so 
candidly with him, to experience his 
care and witness his interest in our 
country. Please continue to pray for 
Pope Francis and his leadership of the 
Church as the Vicar of Christ.

Obviously our year has been 
dominated by the plans for the future 
of our parishes in Christchurch and 
also a renewed vision for our mission 
and ministry in the diocese. This has 
been a challenging process for us all. 
We know and love our parishes and to 
change them is difficult. I have been 
very touched by the willingness of 
people to engage with this process, 
to really look at who we are, what we 
are doing and how we are doing it. 
The care and concern of people for 
our priests and their role in leading our 
parishes, has also been encouraging 
and is a sign of your appreciation of 
their ministry. I know that some were 
disappointed they were not consulted 
more widely before the plan was 
presented and would have liked more 
input into the original design. I am 
grateful for the feedback that was 
received around this, both positive and 

negative. The concerns raised will be 
areas addressed in the formation of 
our new parishes.

I think it is important to remember 
that we are all members of the same 
family. We may be coming together 
in different groupings than previously, 
but we are all baptised members 
of the same Church, we believe the 
same fundamental tenets of our faith 
and we want to gather together to 
worship God, support one another 
and help others to come to know the 
Good News of Christ. These realities 
are at the heart of who we are as 
Catholic people and our new parishes 
will bring together groups of people 
who are united, mind and heart, in this 
mission. This is something wonderful 
to celebrate and gives real hope for 
our future.

Christmas is a wonderful time for 
family and showing people how 
much we care for them. It can also 
be a difficult time for people who are 
isolated, lonely or struggle financially. 
It is a key part of our Christian duty to 
look out for the poor and I thank you 
for your support of the Care Appeal 
as a way of helping those people, 
both now and in the year ahead. We 
give practical expression to our faith 
through these sorts of appeals. I also 
encourage you to look out for those 
who may be lonely or isolated and 
welcome them into your homes this 
Christmas time.

You will be aware of the Royal 
Commission into Abuse of people in 
State Care and Religious Institutions. 
This is an important opportunity for 
those who have been abused in any 
way to share their stories and for us all 
to learn from the mistakes of the past. 
The Catholic Church is committed 
to working with the Commission 

to ensure that we learn from what 
happened and to put in place 
practices and procedures to ensure all 
people are safe within our Church. It is 
a painful process to hear of those who 
put their trust in others and had that 
trust abused. For us it is made worse 
by the fact that this goes against the 
very heart of who we profess to be as 
followers of Christ. If you know people 
who have been abused by members 
of the Church, then please encourage 
them to contact the National Office 
for Professional Standards. We cannot 
undo what was done in the past and 
we want to support and help these 
people in any way we can.

I want to finish by thanking you for your 
prayers and support for me as the 
bishop. I have enjoyed visiting parishes 
this year for Confirmations and other 
events, my visits to schools, both 
secondary and primary, and seeing so 
many young people who are having 
a positive experience of faith in these 
places. To the teachers in our schools, 
those who work in our parishes and 
diocesan departments, to the many 
volunteers who give so generously 
of their time for all the works of the 
Church, you are the face of the Church 
to our society, thank you. I want to 
thank our priests for their service and 
faithful care of the people. We are very 
blessed with these pastors and their 
desire to bring Christ to his people.

May you and your families enjoy this 
time of being together at Christmas, 
and may the celebration of the birth of 
our Saviour touch your hearts and fill 
you with His grace and blessings.

In Christ,

+ Paul Martin SM

Greetings to you my brothers and sisters in this time of Advent, as we prepare to celebrate the 
birth of Christ our Saviour. I hope that amongst all the busyness you are able to find some time 

to reflect and pray on the mystery of God becoming human in the person of Jesus Christ.

“our new parishes will bring together groups of people who are united, mind and heart, in this mission.
This is something wonderful to celebrate and gives real hope for our future”
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The diocesan website: www.chchcatholic.nz lists 
information about parishes, Mass times, diocesan news and events.

Parishes, schools and church groups are welcome to advertise events.

Please email mstopforth@chch.catholic.org.nz.
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north ChriStChurCh area consisting of Bryndwr, 
Burnside and Papanui parishes:

Parish Priest of the three parishes: Fr Rick Loughnan

Assistant Priests: Fr Alister Castillo
 Fr Edwin Colaco SBD
 Fr Kevin Wei

South ChriStChurCh area consisting of Addington-
Beckenham and Hoon Hay & Halswell Parishes:

Parish Priest of the two parishes: Fr Peter Head SM

Assistant Priests: Fr Phil Bennenbroek SM 
 Fr Barry Malone SM

In Residence: Fr Allan Jones SM

eaSt ChriStChurCh area consisting of Christchurch East 
and Ferrymead parishes:

Parish Priest of the two parishes: Fr Benito Velasco

Assistant Priests: Fr Peter Costello
 Fr Paulo Filoialii

weSt ChriStChurCh area consisting of Riccarton, 
Sockburn and Hornby-Darfield parishes:

Parish Priest of the three parishes: 
 Fr Michael Therese Scheerger CSJ

Assistant Priests: Fr Sean-Mary Britto CSJ
 Fr Philip Suelzer CSJ

Central ChriStChurCh area consisting of St Mary’s 
Pro-Cathedral and Mairehau parishes:

Parish Priest of Mairehau: Fr Simon Eccleton 
 (also to be Administrator of The Cathedral) 

Assistant Priests: Fr Job Thyikalamuriyil
 Fr Thanh Tran

Selwyn area consisting of Lincoln, Leeston parishes:

Parish Priest of the two parishes: Fr Brian Fennessy

Assistant Priest: Fr Chris Orr

ChriStChurCh DioCeSe Clergy Appointments 2020

From 26 January 2020 until 31 May 2020 (Pentecost)

After Pentecost the appointments below are expected to remain the same; however, they will relate to the new 
North, South, East, West, Central and Selwyn parishes.

ClerGy appointMentS for the reMainDer of the DioCeSe for all of 2020:
GreyMouth:
Parish Priest: Fr Mathew Siji MCBS

Assistant Priest: Fr Dan Doyle 
 (until his retirement at Pentecost)

hokitika:
Parish Priest: Fr Joaquin Camano

hurunui:
Parish Priest: Fr Michael Pui

MiD-CanterBury:
Parish Priest: Fr Denis Nolan

Assistant Priest: Fr Huynh Tran

tiMaru & waiMate
Parish Priest: Fr Chris Friel

Assistant Priest: Fr Do Nguyen

waiMakariri:
Parish Priest: Fr John Adams

Assistant Priests: Fr Tien Cao
 Fr Arsène Kapya (until September 2020)

There are no clergy changes in akaroa, opihi, MaCkenzie 

or South weStlanD parishes.

retireMentS:  Fr Bryan Parish will retire on 26 January 2020. Fr Dan Doyle will retire at Pentecost 2020.
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During October and November, 
over 700 parishioners attended 
Safeguarding Workshops in 
Christchurch. Safeguarding is a 
widely used term to describe caring 
for and protecting children and 
vulnerable adults in an organisation or 
community. For us this means putting 
in place and improving systems 
and processes that care for those 
to whom we minister and for those 
who are in ministry. Parishioners who 
are either volunteers or members of 
Catholic organisations in our parishes 
participated in these workshops.

Together we discussed and planned 
how to establish a visible culture of 
safeguarding in our parishes. These 
workshops have been a time of 
learning and sharing. The focus of 
the workshops is primarily to start 
the conversation of safeguarding: 
what is it, why we need it, and what 
each parishioner’s responsibility 
is in creating it. The workshops 
considered how safeguarding relates 
to specific ministries, particularly 
those of Extraordinary Ministers of 
Holy Communion offering Communion 
to private homes, Children’s liturgy 
leaders and those working with 
our youth. We discussed a number 
of practical scenarios and how we 

would respond in these situations. 
The workshops have facilitated 
robust conversations around what 
safeguarding means in their parishes.

A culture of safeguarding is a culture 
of vigilance. Where there are gaps in 
good practice, there is vulnerability. It 
takes a whole community to create, 
implement and remain vigilant around 
safeguarding, empowering each of us 
to keep ourselves, our children and 
our vulnerable adults safe from harm.

My thanks to all parishioners, priests 
and religious who attended these 
workshops. The feedback has been 
overwhelmingly positive, and people 
have really embraced the concept 
of safeguarding. The diocese has 

committed to ensuring each parish 
has the training and tools available 
to not just create a visible culture 
of safeguarding, but to support this 
culture over the long term on an 
ongoing basis.

On a personal note, I have been 
bowled over by the welcome and 
genuine kindness and care of the 
volunteers in each parish. The 
diocese has an outstanding volunteer 
workforce. A special thanks to each 
parish office for accommodating these 
workshops and being very on board 
with the set up and facilities and for 
just making things easy.

Clodagh Ward 
Diocesan Safeguarding Officer

From our Diocesan General Manager - Andy Doherty
It has been an extremely busy period in the diocese. We 
have all been working hard preparing for the Bishop’s 
proposal and all of its possible outcomes.

volunteerS
In this Issue of Inform, I want to highlight our volunteers. I 
am always amazed at the quality and number of people we 
have assisting us throughout the diocese and deep within 
our parishes. When we have our fundraising campaigns, 
I get to know some of these people and appreciate the 
skills they bring, the passion they have for the cause, and 
the dedication they have to our faith. When working with 
parishes, we either meet with the Parish Chair, Finance 

Chair or Property Chair or simply the parish “go to” person. 
These roles are crucial to the success of the parish and 
in turn the success of the diocese. They make my role so 
much more productive as we go through Church 
processes especially around approvals.

Archives is a great example of voluntary 
work. We have such a wonderful leader 
in Triona Doocey but she is assisted by an 
army of dedicated people. There are many 
examples like this throughout the diocese.

Volunteers, thanks for your assistance, 
it is very much appreciated!

SafeGuarDinG CultureS
in our pariSheS

“It takes a whole community to create, implement and remain vigilant around safeguarding, 
empowering each of us to keep ourselves, our children and our vulnerable adults safe from harm”



5

Bi
Sh

op
’S 

of
fiC

e /
 S

pi
ri

tu
al

ity

issue 120 - Summer 2019 

Nga mihi nui
from the editorial desk.

My thanks to all who submitted 
stories to Inform in 2019. You gave 
us a great insight into what goes on 
around the diocese, particularly in our 
smaller centres.

Inform Issue 120 (The Summer Issue) 
looks back over the last three months 
of Catholic life in our diocese. We 
celebrate the final profession of 
Sr Catherine OCD to the Carmelite 
Sisters on 1 October. Dan and Bridget 
Martin reflect on keeping it Catholic 
in Advent and at Christmas. We 
give thanks for 50 years of heavenly 
sacred music in our Cathedral 
through the leadership of Don 
Whelan. We bring you Part Two of the 
life of Most Rev John Joseph Grimes, 
first Bishop of Christchurch.

Let us give thanks for all the 
blessings and challenges of 2019 
and prepare for the coming of our 
Lord at Christmas and at the end of 
time. “Maranatha, come Lord Jesus.”

In Christ,

Ken Joblin, Editor
Caitlin Godfrey, Assistant Editor

Participants of Te Wairua Mahi and team this year.

On Reformation Day (31 October 1999), the Catholic Church and the Lutheran 
World Federation signed the Joint Declaration on the Doctrine of Justification. 
A recent meeting of the New Zealand Lutheran-Roman Catholic Dialogue 
Commission in Wellington honoured its 20th anniversary. As well as our 
Catholic Church, the Declaration is made by the Anglican, Methodist and World 
Communion of Reformed Churches communities. Efforts to “make more visible 
our common witness” continues through prayer and regular personal contact. 
The journey towards visible unity is well under way but requires the support of all 
Christians. Please keep this intention alive in parish assemblies, particularly in the 
public prayers of intercession.

Commission members: Rev Jim Pietsch, Petrus Simons - Lutheran, 
Sr Kathleen Rushton rsm, Fr Tom Rouse ssc, Fr James Lyons.

A Significant Ecumenical Anniversary

Spiritual direction is a ministry in the 
Church where one person attends 
to another as they explore their 
experience of the mystery of God's 
presence in their everyday life. The 
art of spiritual direction is found in the 
practice of listening.

Te Wairua Mahi (The Spirit at Work) 
is a New Zealand spiritual direction 
formation programme. Ignatian 
Spirituality NZ, New Zealand's centre 
of Ignatian Spirituality, offers Te Wairua 
Mahi, which this year began a new two 
year course, with participants from 
throughout New Zealand including 
two from the Christchurch diocese. 
The course is held this time in 
Auckland.

Te Wairua Mahi has recently been 
recognised by the Australian 
Ecumenical Council of Spiritual 
Directors as having met the guidelines 
for contemplatively forming 
tomorrow's spiritual directors.

Recently participants attended the 
third, five-day unit, ‘The Spiritual 
Exercises and the Inner Journey.’ 
Attending to our own personal interior 
journey is foundational in developing 
the art of spiritual direction practice. 
"To be Human is to be attentive first 
to the mystery we call God,” our 
guest presenter Monty Williams SJ 
suggested. Spiritual direction is also 
an apostolic ministry, outward looking 
in the ministry of attending to another. 
Formation as a spiritual director is 
available to lay, religious and clergy 
throughout New Zealand. 
www.ignatianspirituality.nz

Whakakoingo o te Ngakau The 
Yearning Heart is a local Christchurch 
Catholic network of spiritual directors 
supporting those formed in this 
ministry. We meet regularly and offer 
parish retreats in the Christchurch 
diocese. For more, contact Sr Kath 
Rushton: kprushton@gmail.com.

Ignatian Spirituality NZ
forming spiritual directors
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Confirmation
in the DioCeSe

(Left) St Thomas’ Church in Timaru on 16 November 2019

(Above) Our Lady Queen of The Apostles Parish 
(Hoon Hay/Halswell) Confirmation.

September and October were great months for us here at 

St Patrick's parish in Greymouth. Inspired by the fact that 

September is national Childhood Cancer awareness month 

and that October is the Extraordinary month of mission, the 

youth group at St Patrick's parish has been hard at work 

on an exciting fundraising project. Many hours were spent 

baking, crafting, juicing, mixing, washing, inviting and selling 

for our fundraiser fair, which took place on Sunday 20 

October. The fundraiser fair included a car-wash, a bake-

sale, and a homemade lemonade sale. The children spent 

many weeks preparing, praying and getting ready for this 

funDraiSer SuCCeSS for 
St patriCk'S youth Group

fundraiser fair and it was great to see it all come together 
on a sunny and bright Sunday morning.

The Child Cancer Foundation is a vital lifeline for our 
community as child cancer has affected a number of our 
families. We raised a massive total of $585.70 and all of 
the proceeds will be going directly to the Child Cancer 
Foundation, so it can continue to do its great work.

May we all serve our Lord, by first serving those around us.

Claire Côté Davis 
Greymouth Parish Youth Worker

(Above) Sarah, Raphaela and Diana 
doing their bit to make the cars sparkle

(Top Left) Lenyi, Emma, Pyper, Chloe, Ella, Diana and Antonia 
on the stalls selling the lemonade and baked goods
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Papanui on the 
Feast of Christ the King at St Gregory’s, Bishopdale. St Patrick and All Saints Parish Fairlie

An early change was to start sharing our personal 
experience of God in our journey of faith at our leadership 
team meetings. This broke the traditional silence and the 
unspoken belief that only priests, religious and 'those a bit 
weird' have these personal encounters with God. Once a 
month, individual parishioners now share a part of their own 
journey of faith at Sunday Masses. Others are now sharing 
their faith story and the silence is no longer deafening. It has 
been replaced with a sense of joy and anticipation.

Parishioners now share their stories in various other 
contexts. Our normal everyday people tell of their own 
experience of God in our parish magazine (which is also 
online). Parishioners also share their testimony at parent 
meetings of our Sacramental programmes. This has also 
been effective in touching those who do not normally come 
to Mass on Sunday.

This year has seen the largest number of people drawn into 
our OCIA programme for years, with participants bravely 
responding to God's clear but gentle call to join us.

Other initiatives to enrich our faith-life include our Parish 
Mission. We invited prominent Catholic speaker, John 
Pridmore, to lead us over three days and evenings of prayer 
and contemplation. His personal journey of faith impacted 
the lives of nearly all those attending and God did some 
important healing work during that time.

Other initiatives: Children's Adoration, a monthly call to our 
youth to join for prayer and a Parish Walk of Prayer (which 

God is at work
at St franCiS of aSSiSi pariSh
As a parish leadership team, we are thinking outside 
the square to reach those who never come to Mass 
on Sunday. We do not wish to simply manage decline 
in our church, but listen to new ways God might be 
leading us.

D E C E M B E R  2 0 1 8   I   V O L .  1

“YES, LORD!”
St Francis of Assisi Parish, Christchurch, NZ

F i n d i n g  n e w  w a y s  t o

t e l l  o t h e r s  a b o u t  J e s u s

saw parishioners walk the streets praying for those living 
near our church.

Establishing a culture where we acknowledge God 
engaging us personally is helping us to be a little more 
attentive to His work amongst us and a little more ready 
to cooperate with what He is doing. God is at work in our 
parish. We pray we will remain attentive and responsive to 
his leading.

(Clockwise) “Yes Lord” Parish Magazine, Parish Mission, 
Children's Adoration
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plantS, pariSh anD a power pole

About seven years ago two ladies 
met through the church choir. They 
discovered another shared interest, 
gardening. They became friends; so 
did their families. From shared meals 
to gardening at church, singing, 
movies, concerts, enjoying the good 
times, support in the not so good 
times; their friendship flourished.

How did the idea for that first plant 
sale come about? Fr Michael Pui set 
out a plan for building community 
by getting all parish groups to host a 
whole parish activity or fundraiser. The 
first plant sale was simply a plant stall 
after Sunday Mass, organised by the 
choir. Growing plants is addictive. At 
the end of the afternoon, plans were 
already being formulated to make 
it better the next time. Each year it 

started to get a little bigger. If you 
grow, you require more manpower. 
Starting with choir members, then their 
spouses, then out to the wider church 
community, talking and finding out 
who grew the bulk trays of tomatoes, 
who was skilled at growing vegetables 
from seed, who wasn't a gardener but 
could take money and tidy up plants. 
Then on to the volunteer church 
gardeners, gently coaxed into service. 
Connections with people were made, 
more faces became familiar at Mass. 
Requests for garden pots went out 
through the church bulletin, "ask and 
you shall receive." Donated plants 
were dropped off outside the hall. The 
word was spreading. In a time when 
we are all too aware of the risks of 
climate change but wonder how we 

can make a difference, a plant sale 
ticks all the boxes. Recycled plastic 
pots, upcycled pottery pots, division 
of plants and a whole lot of horse 
manure.

2019 was the year of the BIG plant 
sale, to be held in the church hall (no 
longer at the mercy of the inclement 
spring weather). A month before the 
sale, one of the plant ladies had a 
car accident: "Jude 1, power pole 
0, a medical event that could have 
been so much worse.” Prayers of 
thanksgiving were willingly offered up. 
Plant sale planning went on around 
the hospital bed.

A week before the sale, offers of 
potted plants were received and 
collections made. Leading up to 
and on the day, we had the most 
wonderful group of volunteers who 
all commented on how enjoyable it 
was to take part. The plant sale went 
well, we doubled our sales from last 
year! But was it about the money or 
was it about making connections 
in our parish community? A parish 
is like a family, a family that grows 
and has new members; it has its 
ups and downs. Sometimes we get 
frustrated with our family members, 
some members even leave, but they 
are always welcomed back. As we 
look forward to our parish growing 
and forming a "Super" church, so we 
also go ahead with our planning of a 
"super" plant sale in 2020.

Jo McGirr 
Our Lady Of Victories, Sockburn

Building Christchurch landmarks
www.naylorlove.co.nz

Isaac Theatre Royal

Merivale Mall upgrades Christ’s College rebuild St Bede’s College Chapel

Transitional Cathedral Environment Canterbury

How can a church plant sale contribute to a parish pastoral plan? How can 
it build community? How can it teach us to be missionaries of our faith?

Some of the volunteers - 
Back: Anne, Sarah, Sandra, Krysia, Angie 
and Ellen. Front: Jacque and Jude
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Mark's Rehabilitation Journey
at The Granada Centre
Most of us take it for granted that we 
can move around independently, look 
after ourselves and communicate 
effectively with others and we do 
not give it a second thought. Mark 
was no different, living in Ashburton 
and working as a human resources 
manager in the family business, he 
was on top of his game. All that ended 
in the autumn of 2017 when he woke 
up one morning unable to walk, 
move, talk or even understand what 
people were saying to him. Mark had 
suffered a devastating stroke which 
left him with paralysis on the right 
side of his body and a condition called 
Wernicke's aphasia which affected 
Mark's ability to both understand 
and express language. It has been 
described as like waking up in a 
foreign country where no one speaks 
your language.

Mark spent a few days in an acute 
hospital before transferring to 
Burwood for rehabilitation (rehab). He 
spent the next few months re-learning 
some of the basic skills needed to 
move between his bed and wheelchair 
without help along with some day to 
day functional tasks. When the team at 
Burwood first considered transitional 
rehab for Mark, their intention was 
for him to maintain his ability while 
waiting for knee surgery, but it soon 
became clear to the team at the 
Granada Centre that Mark had far 
more potential.

During Mark's rehab journey over the 
next 18 months, he developed far 
more than just his functional abilities. 
The sense of community and the 
holistic approach to rehabilitation 
helped him to come to terms with his 
stroke, make real connections with 
other residents on the same journey, 
develop new communication skills 
and gave him the sense of confidence 
and self-determination to really take 
control of his new life as a stroke 
survivor.

Physically Mark learned to walk 
independently and gradually reduced 
his reliance on his wheelchair. He 
regained the ability to dress and 
shower without having to rely on help 
from other people and relearned 
other practical skills such as cooking 
and managing money. There were 
setbacks in Mark's rehab journey such 
as complications following his knee 
surgery, but through it all his positive, 
relaxed outlook and determination to 
shape his life on his own terms along 
with support from the team at the 
Granada Centre helped him progress 
towards his goals.

Mark found that the informal but 
supportive approach to rehab at 
the Granada Centre really suited 
his personality. The focus was on 
participation in life rather than purely 
functional rehabilitation and Mark was 
able to work on goals which were 

meaningful to him and he responded 
well to advice and encouragement 
from therapy staff.

Find out more about the Granada 
Centre for Neurological Rehabilitation 
and how we can support you or a 
family member at www.sjog.org.nz/
contact-us/the-granada-centre.

St John of God Hauora Trust has 
recently published its Annual Report at 
https://stjohnofgodannualreport.nz.

Christchurch Passionist Family Groups 
were recently gifted with a gloriously 
sunny Sunday to spend time clearing 
up a stretch of the estuary at South 
Brighton. As we gathered at lunch time, 
we began with a shared barbecue 
lunch and some pretty cool moves 
on a makeshift cricket pitch. Getting 
down to business: at first glance there 
did not seem to be too much rubbish, 
but on closer inspection we found a 
great deal of discarded plastic, pegs, 
bags, combs, straws, toothbrushes, 
rope scraps, bottle caps, glass bottles, 
tyres, timber, plywood and all manner 
of other rubbish. We gathered a vast 
amount of rubbish from one relatively 
small area of shoreline; far more than 
we had anticipated. It was collected 
by the City Council for disposal. A day 
definitely worth doing again.

Passionist Family Groups Clean Up!

(Below) Passionist Family Groups 
ready for the clean-up.

(Right) Just some of the collection!
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Race Night  raiSeS the roof
The sixth annual JPII Race Night 
fundraiser was enjoyed by 250 
people from around the diocese, 
and especially by Fr Peter Farrant, 
who won the Priest Punter of the 
Year Trophy. Asked how he felt about 
winning this hotly contested Race 
Night competition, Fr Peter replied: 
"Excellent! I took it off (last year's 
winner) Bishop Paul." He jokingly 
added: "I might risk being banished to 

the Chathams for that."

What was Fr Peter's secret 
preparation? "I read the form." Anything 
else? "I also said a Rosary." Priests who 
are hopeful of winning the coveted 
trophy in 2020 might want to take note 
of that secret weapon!

The men behind six successful 
Race Nights, Phil Gourdie and 
Richard Sissons, are retiring from 

the organising committee. We 
are most grateful to them for their 
efforts in raising the profile of the JPII 
Centre and much needed funds. Our 
thanks also go to loyal Race Night 
sponsors Maureen Toland (Bowden 
Environmental), Frank van Schaijk 
(John Jones Steel), Kate, Hank & Willie 
Murney (Murney Family Trust), Mike 
and Helena Hanning (Vivace Roasting 
House), Lloyd and Jane Hickman, 

Sacred Heart Girls College, Ashburton November 2019

Sixty former pupils recently met 
for a "keep in touch" luncheon in 
Ashburton, one of a few gatherings 
held over the years; some in class 
groups, others open to all who were 
able to come. "The Select School" 
initially for boarders and day girls, was 
established in 1884 in a large two-
storey house in Wakanui Road. In 1894 
the building was relocated to be next 
to the Church of the Holy Name.

In 1904, the school became known 
as Sacred Heart High School. It was 
staffed by the Mission Sisters who 
continued teaching at Sacred Heart in 
Ashburton until it closed in 1971 with 
Sister Jane de Valois turning the key 
for the final time. (Ashburton Guardian 
Dec 1971) This “select school" initially 
opened with nine boarders from 
Christchurch and eight day girls. Fees 
were Board and Tuition at £25 per 
year, day pupils £6 per year, music 
two guineas per quarter, drawing 

and painting two guineas per quarter, 
laundress' fee one guinea per quarter. 
One non-Catholic student from 
Methven remembers taking half a 
crown (2/fd) to school every Monday 
morning to pay for the week's school 
fees. In 1932 the Sisters established 
the Sacred Heart Montessori School 
catering for both boys and girls, 
(including pre-schoolers) and taught 
according to the Montessori method.

Another large reunion, as enjoyed 
in 2016, is planned for 2021 when a 
book with memoirs will be published 
in recognition of 50 years since the 
College closed in 1971. This was the 
end of an era of secondary Catholic 
Education for Sisters of the Notre 
Dame des Mission.

If any past pupil would like to be 
on our contact list or your e-mail 
has changed, please e-mail Mary 
Schmack at mdsmck27@gmail.com or 
tel: 03 932 7502. 

She is also collecting memoirs for 
the 2021 book. "One memory was the 
drama production of HMS Pinafore 
where, as girls, we weren't allowed 
to wear trousers. Our caps said it all!" 
observed Amelda Lindsay RNDM. "It 
was so good to meet up again with 
some of the girls amongst whom 
I spent some of the 13 years of my 
school days at Sacred Heart College, 
Ashburton. Memories of the Sisters 
who taught us were shared and 
many milestones, such as our First 
Communion Day and the annual 
celebration of the Feast of the Sacred 
Heart were happily remembered. I 
really think school reunions become 
more precious as the years pass by."

Acknowledgement for some of the 
information: "Warm Wind of Faith" 
published 1981 Centenary of the 
Catholic education in Ashburton and 
Centennial of the Parish by Michael 
Hanrahan.

(Above) Sacred Heart Reunion Committee 2016, Left Back: Jennifer Beach (Moylan), Patricia Corbett (Connell), Maree O’Neill (Tobin), 
Denise Reed (Macdonald), Audrey Leath (Phelps), Mary Schmack (Stocker). Front: Jo Robinson (Hartnett), Therese Toneycliffe (McDonnell), 
Helen Bradley (Moylan), Kathryn Bryant (Reynolds), Yvonne Harrison (Clemens), Lorraine Jamison (Sheehan). (Inset) Amelda Lindsay RNDM
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Brother John Paul (JP) Wilson was with us for only a short 
time last year, but he left a beautiful legacy of bringing 
the Remar Movement to us. Remar is the Marist Brothers 
Youth Movement which started in La Paz, Bolivia to gather 
young people in groups at school and focus on spirituality 
and prayer, skills and knowledge, community and service. 
It operates in Marist Brothers schools throughout Australia 
and Aotearoa New Zealand.

As communities within the school community, these 
students form a strong bond and journey together through 
school life. At Catholic Cathedral College we have a Senior 
Remar Group, Te Waka o La Paz and a Junior group, Waka-iti 
(small canoe). Remar is student run but supported by Br Os, 
a Marist Brother, our School Chaplain Fr Phil and our Pastoral 
Chaplain Antje Duda.

Our Remar Group chose the annual motto: "Driven by the spirit 
of peace - He waka eke noa" and enjoy greeting each other 
with "Shalom" at school. They meet weekly for sharing, karakia, 
fun and food. They are involved in our Lunchtime Masses 
and regularly give service outside the school. This year service 
has been monthly visits to Nazareth House. Every term 
break the students plan a Remar Retreat Day, with activities 
such as a walk, overnight stay or a shared meal together.

Our student leaders commented: "Our highlights were 
cooking and praying together, celebrating Masses in 
different locations and graduating at the end of the year to 
the next level of Remar.

We were all able to get a chance to bond more. The Remar 
Retreat Day was one of the most memorable outings we had 
this year. This year has been full of laughter and good times."

Remar adds the great value of a small community into 
our landscape of school ministry, where students can 
bond beyond academic pressure, cultural or sport 
commitments and just be together and walk side by side 
in a very important phase of our lives." Br. JP will always be 
remembered in the prayers of our students.

te waka o la paz The Remar Movement at Catholic Cathedral College

Aaron Milne (Helmore Stewart), Phillip 
Blackburn (Ilam New World), James 
Murdoch (Carlton Hotel), Tim Siegert 
(Super Liquor) and Friends of JPII and 
Christ the King Parish.

Congratulations to the winners of 
the ten beautiful hampers, including 
Phil and Clare Bell, who were at Race 
Night celebrating their 10th wedding 
anniversary.

(Above) Raffle winners

(Left) Fr Peter Farrant - Priest Punter of the Year
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a Dux with a Difference
Rebecca Everingham is the third Everingham daughter to 
be Marian College Dux, following Lizzie and Hannah. Their 
brother Matthew, was St Bede's College Dux in 2012.

At Marian's 2019 senior prize giving, Rebecca was also 
the proud recipient of the esteemed MacKillop Trophy 
for service, participation and loyalty to Marian College. 
Samantha Price is 2019 Marian College Proxime Accessit.

Year 7-10 students from the South Canterbury Catholic 
Schools Kahui Ako joined together at St Thomas' church 
for the first ever combined Mass last week. The theme of 
the service was "Stronger Together" and celebrant Fr Brian 
Fennessy reminded students that we are called to be the 
salt of the earth and the light of the world.

The students enjoyed the visual cues of the homily: a bottle 
of Powerade (salts help the human body operate the way it 
is meant to / Christian love helps society operate the way 
that it is meant to), and a container of Cerebos, "see how it 
runs" table salt, which Fr Fennessy poured liberally on the 
carpet during his sermon. Fortunately, some thoughtful St 
Joseph's students were ready to clean the church after the 
Mass, love in action before our eyes.

The feeling of the gathering was friendly and very jovial, 
as teachers from the primary schools and old pupils were 
reunited. Some humorous moments added to the spirit too. 
When Fr Fennessy held up the bottle of Powerade and asked: 
"What does this give to our bodies?" a sincere but hilarious 
answer came from one of the boys in the crowd: "Diabetes!"

It was a wonderful opportunity to come together and 
celebrate what makes us unique and what joins us together. 
When we are physically in each other's presence the sense 
of community is indeed palpable and we praised God and 
counted our blessings for the wonderful and strong bonds 
we share.

In the words of Pope Francis, "We can only build the future 
by standing together, including everyone."

South Canterbury Catholic Schools
Kahui aKo Combined Mass

“we praised God and counted our blessings 
for the wonderful and strong bonds we share”
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Gratitude
for St Bede's College Chapel

One of Villa’s Young Enterprise businesses, Hug in a Hoodie, 
took out an award at this year’s Lion Foundation Young 
Enterprise Trust Regional Final and Awards evening at Ara.

Villa students studying Commerce create businesses and 
take part in the national Young Enterprise Scheme. The Hug 
in a Hoodie business is the brain-child of students Grace 
Cuff, Anna Fox, Georgia Proudfoot, Amelia Schiavuzzi and 
Georgia Singleton. The girls created a branded hoodie, 
with a portion of profits donated to the Sir John Kirwan 
Foundation. The girls chose the Sir John Kirwan Foundation 
because they wanted to recognise the importance of 
talking about mental health issues and the desire to 
help young people acquire the skills to understand their 
own mental health. The Hug in a Hoodie business was a 
success, with more sales than the girls first anticipated.

At the Lion Foundation Young Enterprise Trust Regional 
Final and Awards evening at Ara, the top six student 
business teams from around Canterbury pitched their ideas 
in front of a panel of judges and fought for this year's title. 
Hug in a Hoodie came away with a Regional Excellence 
Award for Finance. This award and business model reflects 
the College's mercy values.

Villa’s hug in a hoodie 
business scoops award

Two months on from the opening of 
the new Chapel of St Bede, we are 
reflecting on the incredible generosity 
of our community, allowing us to 
once again have a dedicated place 
of worship on site. We were without 
a dedicated chapel since 2011 and 
while the College was committed 
to building a new one, we knew we 
couldn't do it on our own.

The budget for the Chapel rebuild was 
$3.5 million. $1 million was contributed 
by the College from their insurance 
settlement, while the Society of Mary 
generously donated $1 million. Our 
fundraising campaign was charged 
with securing the remaining $1.5 
million by way of donations from Old 
Boys and Friends of the College. At the 
end of 2018, we had raised $700,000, 

leaving $800,000 to secure. 
Our revised campaign was 
launched at the Feast Day 
Mass on 24 May 2019 and 
thanks to your generosity we 
secured the total amount of 
funds needed to reach our 
target in four months.

The Chapel is the heart and soul of 
our school and it is a clear statement 
of who we are and what we stand for. 
We are humbled by the efforts of our 
community to return the Chapel to 
the College and we are grateful that 
future generations of Bedeans will 
have a space to learn, to develop and 
express their faith.

Justin Boyle, Rector 
Hayden Ryan, Foundation Chairman

“we are humbled by the 
efforts of our community to 

return the Chapel to the College”
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When we stop to take stock of all that 
has happened in 2019, it is amazing 
to see what has been achieved in 
such a short amount of time. We were 
blessed with the arrival and formation 
of another Mission Team who, along 
with our wonderful volunteers, have 
helped us achieve a monumental 
ministry workload. The team statistics 
are very impressive: 52 school retreats, 
16 parish youth programmes, 20 
other community events, 4 CYT 
youth and young adult camps and 
another 7 major events plus 8 parish 
sacramental programmes. That tally 
does not include all the parish youth 
and young adult ministry support, 

resource creation and volunteer 
training and formation that goes on 
constantly behind the scenes. We 
have also just moved office yet again.

In December, we spend time 
reviewing and celebrating with our 
Mission Team as we send them home 
to their families and communities 
after serving our community. Over 
a hundred people have helped us 
share the good news with thousands 
of young people in our region, 
deepening their relationship with 
Jesus and his church and worshipping 
alongside them. Thanks to everyone 
who supported the ministry in 2019. 

We ask for your prayers as we 
continue to prepare for next year. If 
any young people are interested in 
being part of the ministry or perhaps 
training and serving on our Mission 
Team in 2020, we would love to hear 
from you. A video of a few of the 
highlights from the year will soon be 
available on CYT's facebook page and 
website. More information on CYT and 
its events for 2020 will be available on 
our website, cyt.org.nz. Wishing you all 
a blessed Christmas Season and New 
Year.

James Bryant
CYT Manager

Catholic Youth Team (CYT)

Giving Thanks for 2019

At our recent Revolution Camp, a great number of young 
people really immersed themselves in activities, sessions 
and formed new friendships. The programme for the 
weekend was packed full of fun, talks, activities and prayer 
experiences to inspire young people in their spiritual 
journey as they explored life and faith. Revolution Camp 
continued to incorporate an opportunity for older youth 
to step up and serve in positions of leadership. In this 
experience, they mould their ministry skills by giving talks, 
leading activities and small groups and assisting with music. 
They are happy to have formed a solid faith community with 
their peers. From our perspective, they did an incredible job 
and are only setting the standard higher for our leaders.

As they are empowered to go forth and bear the 
light of Christ, we look forward to how they will impact 
on their communities, families, parishes and friends.

James Bryant, CYT Manager

Cyt revolution
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Olivia Frahm who is one of our Mission 
Team Alumni went on to serve in Christ 
the King Parish and then over the past 
14 months, served as a missionary at 
Farm of the Child in Trujillo, Honduras, 
a Catholic Children's Home. We have 
followed Liv's online blog and can 
see what a wonderful ministry she has 
been a part of and how much she has 
grown personally and spiritually. Liv 
returns to Christchurch in December.

Samuel Pitcaithly and Shaun Hickland 
spent last year on Mission with NET 
ministries in Ireland. They both felt 
called to a second year and have 
another six months or so to complete. 
These young men tell us that Ireland 
is a beautiful place and traditionally 
Christian but just like New Zealand, 
it can be a challenging mission field. 
NET ministries operates in a similar 
model to our diocesan Mission Team 
with the team involved in ministry 
in their local parish and school 
communities.

Grace Boddington has been a 
volunteer on our CYT Music Team 
and in local youth groups for a few 
years before becoming part of Love 
Good Ministries in Nashville. Grace 
has spent time living and training in 
community and then working in the 
local community to help build a better 
culture among young people.

Grace's good friend Emma Fraher 
also felt the call to serve this year 

but in quite a different 
context. Emma worked 
for three months as a 
volunteer teacher in 
Takuilau College in 
Tonga. Emma says that this has been 
an incredible experience for her and 
she is already planning her return trip 
next year.

We are truly blessed to have such 
generous young people go forth from 
our communities to be workers in the 
Lord's vineyard. Thank you to everyone 

who has supported them, both 
financially and spiritually. I know there 
are probably many more people we are 
not aware of and others heading out on 
mission soon. Please keep them all in 
your prayers.

James Bryant 
CYT Manager

(Above) Emma Fraher with fellow staff and volunteers

(Below) Olivia Frahm with young people

Young People
on Mission

As we conclude our year here in the Diocese of Christchurch 
we take the time to reflect on the wonderful ministry being 
carried out elsewhere by young missionaries from our 
region. It takes a lot of courage and commitment from a 
young person to step out in faith and give a year or more of 
their life to serve as a young missionary.
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Spirituality

Newly-professed Carmelite nun, Sr 
Catherine of Christ, lacked the words 
to articulate what it felt like on the 
day she made her final solemn vows. 
“There’s actually no word,” she said. “It 
was the happiest day of my life, by a 
long shot. And I suspect on this side 
of eternity it will remain. I was just so 
deeply happy.”

“After the profession, when I sat down 
again, I just was so happy. So happy 
and at peace, and I just felt loved and 
blessed by God. And I didn’t expect 
that. I didn’t know what I expected. 
Because your feelings are kind of all 
over the place. I suppose I know a 
little bit now what it is like for a bride.” 
The occasion made Sr Catherine 
feel nervous, but all God’s love and 
blessings and the joy of giving herself 
to God totally eclipsed that, she 
explained.

But even though it was a joyous 
occasion, Sr Catherine felt a deep 
ache inside. “What was difficult for 
me at the Mass was that my family 
are not Catholic, and have found my 
vocation very difficult. For that reason, 
there was an element of pain, actually. 
I didn’t know how they were feeling. 
I didn’t know how it was going to go 
for them. I realised I couldn’t look 
at them during the Mass, because I 
thought I would break down in tears. 
I knew they were suffering.” However, 
after the profession, she felt at peace 
and at the sign of peace, she was 
able to turn toward them and smile, 

"it was the happiest day of my life, by a long shot. 

And I suspect on this side of eternity it will remain. 

I was just so deeply happy."

Newly-professed Carmelite nun, Sr Catherine of Christ, lacked the words to articulate what it felt like on the day she 
made her final solemn vows. "There's actually no word," she said. "It was the happiest day of my life, by a long shot. 
And I suspect on this side of eternity it will remain. I was just so deeply happy."

A Beautiful Final Profession

Sr Catherine of Christ, OCD, 
receives the veil.
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Newly-professed Carmelite nun, Sr Catherine of Christ, lacked the words to articulate what it felt like on the day she 
made her final solemn vows. "There's actually no word," she said. "It was the happiest day of my life, by a long shot. 
And I suspect on this side of eternity it will remain. I was just so deeply happy."

A Beautiful Final Profession

she said. Despite that, the 34-year-
old looked composed and poised 
at the ceremony at the packed-out 
Carmelite Monastery Chapel in Hoon 
Hay in Christchurch.

Bishop Paul was the main celebrant at 
the Mass, accompanied by 15 priests 
and Bishop Basil Meeking. One of 
the priests was Sr Catherine’s former 
spiritual director from Washington, DC, 
Fr Clarence Trinkle.

In his homily, Bishop Paul spoke 
of one being called to a Carmelite 
life as being called to join a prayer 
“powerhouse”, a calling into “the 
desert of calm”. “Yes, a calling to 
the desert, but remember that, for 
the exodus pilgrims, the desert was 
the place of hope-filled transition. A 
place where the traveller was drawn 
from superficiality to depth, from 
fantasy to reality and from resistance 
to intimacy,” Bishop Paul said. “And 
this is why the daily calling of God 
for most of us is most often a gentle, 
persistent alluring, an enticement, a 
deep traction. And the desert, where 
adventurers discover freedom from 
the attachments and preoccupations 
that prevent our response to the 
love of God, the desert is a welcome 
home for those who realise that all 
the successes, relationships, and 
possessions of the world can never 
satisfy the longing of the human heart.”

Bishop Paul said all who seek to 
mature in the faith will realise that the 

only way to really live a happy 
life is to have a relationship 
with Jesus Christ. “This divine 
relationship must be the first 
priority for every one of us for 
every moment. Whether in home, 
family, workplace and social life or 
in a monastery.”

After attending a discipleship training 
school in Sydney, doing a mission in 
India and attending Otago University 
for a year and a half, Sr Catherine 
travelled to the United States to join 
the consecrated women of Regnum 
Christi, where she worked in youth 
ministry. Spending eight years there 
was her foundation for entering the 
Carmelites later on. When she felt that 
something was missing in her life, it 
was Fr Trinkle who suggested to her 
that she might have a contemplative 
vocation, which she never considered 
at the time. But with that seed 
planted, Sr Catherine continued her 
discernment and decided to give 
the Carmelite community a go. She 
caught a plane back to New Zealand 
to discern entering the contemplative 
and enclosed order in Christchurch.

Two saints who were very present 
for Sr Catherine, from her initial 
conversion to accepting her vocation, 
right up to days before her final 
profession, were St Padre Pio and St 
Therese of Lisieux. While on an eight 
day silent retreat before her final 
profession, Sr Catherine experienced 
“heavenly signs”, which helped 

confirm everything. “The night I began 
my retreat, on the 22 September, 
somebody gave us an alms of 900 
Masses to be said at Padre Pio’s shrine 
in Italy. We’ve never received that as 
a gift before. That, for me, was a sign 
from heaven,” she said.

The first day of the retreat fell on 23 
September, which is St Padre Pio’s 
feast day, and the day Sr Catherine 
made her final vows happened on 
the feast day of St Therese of Lisieux. 
It was all coming together. “That day 
was one of the only days Bishop Paul 
could do,” she said. “St Therese of 
Lisieux is a Carmelite, I love her. She’s 
helped me many times in the past 
with little things, so I felt she was very 
present when I was saying her novena. 
These were some of the little signs 
from heaven, on the day of my final 
vows, that made it seem so blessed 
by God.”

Meena Amso 
Christchurch

Committed to Rebuilding and Strengthening Catholic Facilities in Christchurch

www.hannbuilt.co.nz - 03 344 5951

Mother Dorothea Wilkes, OCD, 
Sr Catherine Smith, OCD 
(Sr Catherine of Christ), 
and Bishop Paul.
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The Christchurch Chapter of the 
International Thomas Merton Society 
holds its meetings on the third 
Tuesday of every Month at the LCM 
Centre in Durham Street, where there 
is plenty of off street parking. 

The meeting starts at 7.30pm with half 
an hour of contemplative prayer. This 

is followed by discussion on a reading 
from one of Merton’s writings, which is 
circulated to members by email or post 
a week beforehand, to enable people 
to read the material under discussion.

The society is an ecumenical group 
and people from all walks of life 
are cordially invited to participate. 

Meetings start at 7.30pm with 
discussion at 8pm finishing at 9pm, 
following a monastic timetable 
espoused by this Trappist monk.

Meetings scheduled for 2020 
are as follows:

Tuesday 18th February
Tuesday 17th March
Tuesday 21st April
Tuesday 19th May

Break for the winter months.

Tuesday 18th August
Tuesday 15th September
Tuesday 20th October
Tuesday 17th November

Break for Christmas holidays.

Enquiries may be sent to:

Sister Eleanor Capper RSJ
Phone: 381 6020
Mobile: 0210 561 962
Email: ecapper42@gmail.com

ChRisTChuRCh ChapTeR international thoMaS Merton SoCiety

Are you experiencing  
change, loss or grief  

in your life? 

Seasons for Growth is an  

education programme to help us respond 
positively to the changes in our life  

e.g illness, bereavement, separation,  

divorce, immigration or retirement. 

 
 To attend this four session small group course in 

a parish near you contact: 
Lauren 027 424 6045 

seasons@chch.catholic.org.nz 

To attend this four session small group course in a parish near you contact:
Lauren 027 424 6045  .  seasons@chch.catholic.org.nz

Seasons for Growth is an education 
programme to help us respond 

positively to the changes in our life.
eg illness, bereavement, separation, 
divorce, immigration or retirement.

Are you experiencing change, loss 
or grief in your life?

The weeks leading up to Christmas 
are an exciting time for our children. 
Along with many New Zealand 
children, they look forward to being 
surprised and delighted by Father 
Christmas on Christmas Day. As 
Catholic parents, we face the obvious 
challenge of combating the secular 
commercialism of Christmas. We 
have to work out how to stop Santa 
mania overwhelming the Christmas 
message: God entering our world as a 
baby for our salvation. Thankfully there 
are many activities and traditions we 
can enter as a family to help us to stay 
focussed on the reason for the season. 
We would like to share our experience 
as a Catholic family with you in the 
hope it will help you journey with your 
family through the penitential season 
of Advent into Christmastide.

One of the first things we do as 
parents is to set up an Advent wreath. 
Rather than put it up by the door, we 
place it at the end of the dinner table, 
making space for the four Advent 
candles within it. One year the children 
helped us make the candle holders 
out of play dough. We create a good 
atmosphere for family prayer by 
lighting the candles after dinner. Of 
course, the four candles signify the 

importance of each Sunday of Advent. 
This tradition connects us to what 
takes place at Mass.

Our children love Advent calendars. 
We have a Christian calendar which 
reinforces the nativity characters. On 
one occasion, we bought a calendar 
with 24 boxes: as you turn over each 
box, it forms a picture of the nativity 
scene. Again, this journey of discovery 
for our children connects with Sunday 
Mass. Our children love visiting the 
nativity scene at church and we and 
their grandparents share their attraction 
to the Holy Family. These visits give 
them an opportunity to pray to Jesus 
after reflecting on what they have just 
heard and observed during Mass.

Reading the nativity story is an 
important part of our Advent journey 
as a family and we have found good 
books for different age ranges. Our 
children still enjoy watching the 
Beginners Bible nativity stories on 
Youtube. Sometimes when they are 
in the mood, they put on a small 
nativity play for us which can be quite 
amusing. They love putting up our 
nativity set.

The main thing to help our children 
focus on the arrival of Jesus rather 

than Santa is to simply bring Jesus and 
His birth into everyday conversation. 
This often leads to questions and 
helps them think about who we are 
celebrating and the true reason for this 
great feast. Bringing St Nicholas into 
the conversation is good for children 
who no longer believe in Santa 
Claus, as this saint sheds light on the 
religious foundations of many of our 
Christmas customs.

During Advent, we try to prioritise 
family prayer and link our Christmas 
discussion during the day to our 
prayer time with Jesus at night. On 
Christmas Day, before our kids dive 
into Santa's presents, we offer a prayer 
to Jesus to thank Him for being born 
and coming to us as a baby. If they can 
contain themselves, we even sing Him 
Happy Birthday.

In Christ

Dan and Bridget Martin

Avoiding Santa Mania
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Arriving in his new Diocese in January 
1888, Bishop Grimes gave top priority 
to uniting the 19,000 Catholics and 
the nine diocesan priests (plus a few 
Marists) that constituted his new 
Christchurch Diocese. He set himself 
the task of visiting every corner of his 
realm, from the Upper Grey Valley to 
Fox Glacier, from the Clarence River to 
the Waitaki, and the Chatham Islands, 
by train and ship, horse-drawn and 
on foot. Whether he then agreed with 
Bishop Redwood’s declaration that 
this was “the snuggest diocese in 
all the Australasian colonies” and its 
people “the cream of New Zealand” 
can be left to surmise.

Following the Long Depression 
and the building of new churches, 
presbyteries and schools, the diocese 
that Bishop Grimes walked into was 
deeply in debt. Through all his trials he 
tried to maintain the cultured dignity in 
speech and dress that he himself had 
always expected from a bishop. This 
ensured a positive acquaintanceship 
with Christchurch’s Anglican Bishop, 
Churchill Julius. The latter, from an 
aristocratic background, had no class 
distinction difficulties with Bishop 
Grimes.

The lingering effects 
of the yellow fever he 
suffered in America, 
combined with the 
pressures of work, 
damaged Grimes’s health 
once more. Deeming 
him critically ill, his doctor 
insisted he take a voyage of 
convalescence to Europe in 
1890. He recovered quickly while 
away and converted his trip into an 
official visit to Rome and a fund-raising 
drive through America. In Rome he 
was able to secure a private audience 
with Pope Leo XIII.  In a letter to Fr 
Stephen Cummings in Christchurch, 
he describes his discussions with the 
Holy Father in minute detail – and 
execrable handwriting.

The Pope, it seems, was aware of 
the bishop’s strong efforts to unite 
his new diocese in New Zealand. 
He encouraged Bishop Grimes to 
proceed with his good work. Hanrahan 
writes that Grimes was probably 
hatching plans for a new cathedral 
already but it would be a further six 
years and a later visit to Rome before 
he could discuss this with the Pope.

Of course Grimes could not mention 

his cathedral aspirations in the 
letter he wrote to Fr Cummings. 
He highlighted instead the Pope’s 
obliging response to his request for 
Papal blessings on religious items he 
was bearing.

Grimes reported that the Pope 
greeted him with: “Ah, here is the 
Bishop of Christchurch, New Zealand. 
Come, come here and sit down” (in 
Italian) while pointing to a seat on 
his right. The conversation seems to 
have been characterised with ongoing 
hospitality and cheerfulness.

Perhaps news of this influenced 

In this issue we continue to learn of the life of Bishop Grimes, 
the first Bishop of Christchurch.
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D44 Cathedral 
crowd at opening
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Christchurch Catholics to view their 
bishop more favourably, for his return 
to Christchurch was very different from 
his first arrival. His greeting featured “A 
red-carpet welcome .... spontaneous 
and heartfelt”, O’Meeghan writes.

Strengthened by his growing support 
and his Papal endorsement, Grimes 
seems to have “come into his own”, 
allowing more facets of his character 
to emerge. The impression he gave 
was of a dapper, top-hatted “man 
about town”, riding gaily in his carriage, 
and later motorcar, with his coat of 
arms painted on the sides. He was 
admired as a gifted preacher and 
public speaker with a pleasantly 
neutral accent. He took much joy 
from inserting humorous tales into 
his dissertations and showed himself 
thoroughly modern by using a “magic 
lantern” device to illustrate his talks.

In one such story he told of visiting a 
small town (unnamed) on the West 

Coast. Loyal Catholics there insisted 
he take his seat on a throne they had 
erected on a wagon, to be drawn by 
decorated horses down the main 
street. The wagon and throne were 
bedecked with colourful drapings and 
ribbons. But as the bishop took his 
seat high above the street, the throne 
collapsed beneath him. The shambles 
this caused revealed the structure on 
which the throne sat. It consisted of 
whisky cases.

As a hobby Grimes was a serious 
collector of shells, bones and stones 
for his personal museum. He liaised 
frequently with Canterbury Museum 
in research and for making swaps. 
He kept a vast library containing 
books on an astonishingly wide range 
of topics, from Scottish folklore to 
German grammar, from Japanese art 
to Crimean history, not to mention the 
wealth of religious themes.

With such esoteric leanings it is 

not surprising the Bishop had only 
a tenuous grip on economics and 
finance. Many regarded him as naive. 
His unworldly tendencies might well 
have been behind his propensity 
to explode with wrath when losing 
arguments with people better 
informed in realities.

The building of the Cathedral of 
the Blessed Sacrament was Bishop 
Grimes’s major project. It was also 
the subject of greatest acrimony with 
architect Francis Petre and sundry 
craftsmen.

Tucked away in the Diocesan Archives 
is a typewritten review of Grimes’s 
episcopacy. Sadly, no author’s name 
is attached but it clearly was penned 
about the time of the bishop’s death 
in 1915.

The article stresses the importance 
of the cathedral to the Bishop and to 
his flock. It states the cathedral “owes 
its existence to the inspiration, energy 
and devotion of Bishop Grimes”, who 
was “a man of great organising and 
administrative ability”.

“It was a marvellous achievement 
for one man .... to plan, erect and 
complete a magnificent building of 
this kind .... Bishop Grimes collected 
all the money necessary for its 
erection. No wonder the cathedral 
would always be looked upon as the 
great monument of the first Bishop of 
Christchurch,” the article claims.

While the bishop was eager from 
the start to get “a suitable temple”, 
as he referred to it, the process of 
realising his dream really began with 
his second audience with Pope Leo, 
in 1897. He expressed to the Pope his 
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concern about his scattered diocese 
of mainly poor Irish working class 
Catholics. The Pope’s response was 
to encourage the bishop to proceed 
with plans for a cathedral. So positive 
was the Pope’s support that Bishop 
Grimes later said Pope Leo was “the 
prime mover in forwarding the work 
of the cathedral”.  Thus buoyed, the 
bishop sought subscriptions wherever 
he went in Europe, Britain and Ireland. 
On his return trip to Christchurch he 
swept through America raising £3000 
along the way.

This was a large sum of money for 
those times. It formed the nucleus of 
the Cathedral Fund that the bishop 
established. He then asked Dunedin 
architect Francis (Frank) Petre to 
prepare ideas for a building. Petre 
suggested a basilica style of building 
with seating for 2000 people at a cost 
of about £15,000. 

Petre was New Zealand-born but 
had learned about steel-reinforced 
concrete construction in the same 
London docklands where Grimes had 
grown up. More than that, Petre had 
worked for the same construction firm 
that Grimes’s father had been working 
for when he was killed in an accident. 
Grimes might, or might not, have 
known about this connection.

A building committee was formed 
in 1899. A huge bazaar was held 
to launch a period of intensive 
fundraising, in which the bishop visited 
parishes all over the diocese seeking 
donations and pledges of money.

Meanwhile Petre’s completed 
drawings were presented. With them 
came a much inflated price. The 
cathedral would now cost £100,000, 
though it would seat 3000 people. 
One can barely imagine Bishop 
Grimes’s chagrin at the inflated price. 
The committee asked Petre to make 
cuts that would bring the price down 
to £35,000. Petre was able to reduce 
the cost to an estimate between 
£32,000 and £40,000.

So Bishop Grimes commissioned 
Petre to design the cathedral. Tenders 
were called to build it and local firm 
J and W Jamieson was awarded the 
contract. By then the price had crept 
up to £40,300.

Before building could begin, the 
wooden church that had stood on 
the cathedral site had to be moved 
in one piece some 60 yards north, to 
the corner of Barbadoes Street and 
Ferry Road. This church, designed by 
notable architect Benjamin Mountfort, 
had served as the Pro-Cathedral since 
Bishop Grimes’s arrival.

Laying of the foundation stone was 
done amidst great pomp and ceremony, 

in the presence of dignitaries both 
sacred and civil, and thousands of lay-
people. It must have been hoped that 
this demonstration of faith would attract 
more donations. If so, it was successful. 
More than £2000 was raised in 
subscriptions, while a basket containing 
500 guineas in gold was handed over.

Further issues arose during 
construction. These included 
subsidence in the soft ground. This 
alarmed the bishop, causing a row with 
the architect. However, Petre placated 
Grimes with calm assurances that 
subsidence had been expected and 
the structure would not sink any further.

Costs rose again, especially with 
difficulties in the supply of suitable 
limestone from Oamaru and with the 
prices of zinc and steel for coatings 
and strengthening that had somehow 
been omitted from original estimates.

The £19,000 that had been raised was 
soon exhausted, with much work still 
required. This caused the bishop and 
his committee to consider seriously 
the abandonment of the project in 
1903. What a blow the mere mention 
of this must have been to Grimes.

To the rescue came the Premier of 
New Zealand, Richard John Seddon. 
He promoted a bill through Parliament 
that would allow the diocese to raise 
a loan for £20,000. And so, in early 
1905, the cathedral was completed. It 
had cost just over £52,213 and left the 
diocese with a debt of £20,483.

Neither was the cathedral the only 
“big-ticket” price item. Other costly 
building projects Bishop Grimes 
undertook included 60 churches, 35 
schools, many chapels, presbyteries 
and other small buildings, the 
establishment of Mt Magdala Home 
and the preparations for Lewisham 
(later Calvary) Hospital.

Pope Leo’s optimism about growth in 
the Christchurch Diocese proved to 

be well placed. For Grimes succeeded 
in drawing the necessary funds from 
his indigent flock without incurring 
any substantial resentment. Rather, he 
prospered even more in the people’s 
affection.

Among his incoming correspondence 
are many personal letters from 
overseas, often from people he had 
met on his travels or in his work before 
coming to New Zealand. Requests are 
made for his assistance with church 
matters. There is a request from an 
Australian convent for support in the 
beatification process for one of their 
late sisters. There is an apology, in 
quasi-English, from a man for not 
having repaid some money the bishop 
had lent him and promising to do so 
as soon as possible. There are a few 
crisp words from eminent Christchurch 
architect Hurst Seagar to accompany 
his drawings for the proposed St 
Bede’s College building on Main North 
Road in February, 1911.

In spite of Grimes’s delicate health he 
served the diocese for 28 years. In the 
course of time he won almost universal 
esteem. At his silver jubilee in 1912 he 
received an illuminated address from 
the faithful, in praise and gratitude for his 
mighty efforts. With it came a cheque 
for £1,020.  He promptly deposited the 
cheque in the Cathedral Fund. The 
amount owing on the cathedral by 
then had reduced to about £5,000.

The bishop’s health deteriorated over 
the following two years. His last public 
appearance was on 21st February, 1915, 
when he laid the foundation stone 
of the Lewisham Hospital on Bealey 
Avenue. He was already quite ill. Soon 
after, he set sail for Sydney. Doctors 
there performed an appendix operation 
on 13th March but it was unsuccessful.

Bishop Grimes died on 15th March, 1915, 
in Sydney. His body was brought back to 
Christchurch. There it was interred, most 
appropriately, in “his” cathedral.
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Our Cathedral of the Blessed 
Sacrament Choir and Orchestra (CBS) 
was joined in the choir gallery by 
former singers and yet others who 
swelled the congregational singing 
below. The first Sunday of every month 
offers an orchestral setting of the Mass, 
and on Sunday Mozart’s Piccolomini 
Mass provided the musical centre-
piece along with congregational 
hymns and liturgical music.

Fr John Adams is the current parish 
priest of St Peter Chanel, North 
Canterbury. He was joined at the altar 
by Bishop Emeritus Basil Meeking and 
Fr Edwin Colaco, assistant priest at the 
Pro-Cathedral. In his homily, Fr Adams 
recalled an incident that occurred at 
the Sydney World Youth Day in 2008.

“Because of course Sydney is so 
close to New Zealand, many young 
New Zealand Catholics took the 
chance to have the WYD experience. 
So much so, that the New Zealand 
Catholic bishops decided to host a 
special event for all the New Zealand 
participants. The bishops hired a big 
pavilion and, into that space, over 
4,000 young Catholics squeezed 
in. The bishops finally arrived on 
stage after a few patriotic songs and 
Cardinal John Dew (not at that stage 
a cardinal), addressed the large and 
excited crowd. His first sentence went 
something like this: “The bishops of 
New Zealand are here to serve you. 

Tell us what you want.” And then, in 
that microsecond of silence after 
Cardinal John had issued his invitation, 
a lone, but loud and clear voice came 
from the midst of the crowd: “Fix the 
liturgy”. “Fix the liturgy”, hmmm, I 
wonder what that might mean.

I have been recently reading the 
writings of an American Catholic thinker, 
Peter Kwasniewski. Peter Kwasniewski’s 
vocation is music, but he also has had 
an excellent philosophical formation 
(his doctoral dissertation was on the 
ecstasy of love in Thomas Aquinas). He 
was writing that there is a fundamental 
problem with much current thinking 
about the liturgy. He said this because 
people tend to either understand liturgy 
as something which is exclusively of the 
past, or of the present, or for that matter 
of the future. “No”, says Kwasniewski, 
“the Catholic tradition has always 
understood liturgy as participating in 
the eternal NOW of God.”

It is in the liturgy that we come face to 
face with the mysteries of Jesus Christ 
who is the eternal High Priest, who is 
living and active in the Church right 
now. So the liturgy is always in the 
present moment. But it is obviously 
given to us by Our Lord at the Last 
Supper, it is the ratification of the New 
Covenant, it is His blood on the cross. 
So the liturgy is always looking back 
to the past, but it is also looking to the 
future: to the second coming of Christ, 

the eschaton, the heavenly Jerusalem. 
The liturgy is timeless and bound up 
mysteriously with every facet of time.

The liturgy’s efficacy, its power, 
comes from its deep supernatural 
connection with the desire of every 
human person. That desire we might 
term as our desire, our instinct, for the 
ecstatic. It is our nature to be ecstatic: 
to want to go out of ourselves, to give 
of ourselves to some cause. We want 
to give of ourselves in love to another 
person. We will even give of ourselves 
to an ideology. We want to live outside 
of ourselves, we do not want to be 
trapped within ourselves. We are 
not prisoners of our biology as many 
secular commentators suggest.

Now the problem is that there are 
a lot of false ecstasies for modern 
man. Obviously abusive drugs are a 
major example. People try to escape 
from themselves, but it is false, it 
does not actually succeed, it is only a 
temporary illusion of liberation. How 
much modern music, the kind that 
blasts young people at large dance 
parties, is an attempt to achieve some 
kind of pseudo-liturgical, pseudo-
mystical experience? I fear that it is 
through these false attempts to be 
ecstatic that lead ultimately to our 
appalling rates of suicide.

It is the liturgy of the Church, that, 
at its best, offers the real mystical 
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“Good musicians are rare enough, but to find 
a person who possesses not only the necessary 
musicianship, lively faith and drive to sustain a 

musical programme of such breadth, is rare indeed”

experience. Only in encountering 
the author of life itself, in the sacred 
liturgy of His Church, will we satisfy 
our thirst for the transcendant. Yes, this 
morning I want to suggest to you that 
it is in the liturgy of the Church that a 
malnourished world will find the food 
it is lacking. Jesus Himself, “doctor 
and medicine”, as St Thomas Aquinas 
termed Him, is the only answer to the 
hunger each one of us experiences.

 Surely then, in the great battle 
for modern man with busyness or 
activism, when people are plunged 
into their day-to-day activities and 
are trapped by them, they are almost 
imprisoned in a contemporary world 
which claims paradoxically that we 
have never been so free. It is the 
worthy celebration of the liturgy which 
becomes the much needed gateway, 
a doorway, to another realm. A realm 
which is not imprisoning but freeing 
and liberating. The liturgy at its best 
brings an encounter with eternal 
truth and the eternal realities that can 
save man, modern man, in particular, 
from that trap, from that prison which 
without God is left only with an 
endless desire to possess, to own.

“Fix the liturgy” the young man asked 
of our bishops. I think I know who that 
young person was. In fact I think he 
lives in my current parish. Next time 
I see him, I must remind him of an 
opportunity which has been available 
for many years now in the mother 
church of this Diocese of Christchurch. 
Yes here at the 10.30am choral 
Mass, I believe there is the chance 
to experience, with the help of the 
great musical tradition of the Roman 
Catholic Church, an opportunity to 
encounter the living Christ in the 
eternal NOW of the liturgy.

This morning I want to conclude by 
acknowledging a person who has kept 
that great treasury of Catholic music 
alive in the Cathedral of this diocese 
for fifty years. Good musicians are 
rare enough, but to find a person who 
possesses not only the necessary 

musicianship, lively faith and drive to 
sustain a musical programme of such 
breadth, is rare indeed. Thank you, 
Don, for all you have brought to the 
Cathedral and the pro-cathedral for so 
long now. We salute you this morning 
and give thanks for the remarkably 
generous way you have served the 
people of God with your gifts.”

After mingling with the congregation, 
just over 100 of the CBS musical 
community converged on Ridges 
Hotel for a formal celebration. Of 
course, gracious speeches were 
supplemented by high quality musical 
performances, a photo presentation 
and a number of short video clips 
from the CBS diaspora. Our Diocesan 
Sacred Music Advisor and also CBS 
Bass Section Leader Ken Joblin gave 
the keynote address.

“In so many ways, 1969 was a 
momentous year for the world and 
even for the Catholic Diocese of 
Christchurch. In that year, devotees of 
pop culture gathered at Woodstock. 
The world celebrated man’s first steps 
on the moon. The war in Vietnam 
was well under way. New Zealand’s 
prosperity and stability under Kiwi 
Keith was coming to an end. As we 
concluded the 1960’s, in many ways 
and with escalating speed, the world 
was beginning a return to the formless 
void of Genesis. There was also much 
chaos in the Church as the decisions of 
the Second Vatican Council were first 
being interpreted and often clunkily 
implemented. With post-Conciliar zeal, 

Bishop Brian Ashby of Christchurch 
spearheaded these changes.

Into this context of chaos and 
opportunity came young Catholic 
Christchurch teacher, Don Whelan. Don 
really came to music while at Teachers 
College in Dunedin, where he began to 
experience the beauty of sacred choral 
music. As a new teacher, he came to 
Christchurch and with his wife Beris 
became involved in the life of their 
local parish church, Christ The King, 
Burnside. He began working with Dutch 
immigrant singers there, who knew 
the art of singing in parts as they came 
from a choral culture. A product of the 
Catholic Youth Movement, Don helped 
the progressive Burnside parish to 
come to grips with the Second Vatican 
Council, becoming an organist, 
training and organising cantors and 
serving on its new parish council.

It is here that we come to 1969.

Our beautiful Cathedral of the Blessed 
Sacrament was in need of an organist 
so that, just before Easter of that year, 
Don took up this role. In their infinite 
wisdom, the Cathedral authorities 
made it very clear to Don that he 
was to be an organist, simply playing 
hymns for the new vernacular Mass. 
The unsophisticated understanding of 
full, conscious and active participation 
being rigorously applied in the wake of 
the Second Vatican Council meant the 
laity must do everything. Choirs were 
seen as an elitist activity, robbing the 
people of what now rightly belonged 
to them. Even Martin Luther didn’t go 
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that far. But a week before his arrival, 
the clergy took the trouble of throwing 
out the choir’s existing library, making 
Don’s establishment of a choir a more 
remote possibility.

Don rightly saw that a beautiful 
Cathedral would be all the more 
so with the Church’s sacred music 
resounding from within its walls. So 
began a choral counter-reformation. 
While many became dedicated 
followers of fashion and began an 
odyssey which blurred the distinction 
between sacred and secular music, 
the timeless beauty of our sacred 
music was being heard in New 
Zealand’s finest Catholic Cathedral.

As Don was opening the doors of the 
Church’s treasury of Sacred music 
and seeing the beauty to be found 
within, he began sharing this beauty 
with the parishioners of and visitors to 
our Cathedral. A Cathedral Choir and 
Orchestra began to take shape and 
our Cathedral became a place for the 
musical community of Christchurch 
to enjoy timeless beauty with us in 
architect Francis Petre’s fine acoustic. 
Don and the Cathedral soon became 
synonymous.

At the same time, Don and Beris’s 
young family was taking shape and 
musical talent was being fostered there 
as well. We know that for many years, 
family activity has had to fit around 
the Church’s liturgical calendar, that 
Don’s musical vocation has made many 
demands on family life and that in Beris, 
Don has by-and-large been able to 
maintain an equilibrium which his drive 
and vision might not have otherwise 
allowed. Many people have benefitted 
from this family sacrifice which may not 
have been acknowledged as often as 
it ought. In the late 1970’s, the family 
moved for two years to the UK to allow 

Don to deepen his own formation in 
sacred music. Perhaps too, this offered 
the family opportunities to counter-
balance the sacrifices required by a 
“maniacal genius”.

The 1980’s saw our Cathedral Choir 
and Orchestra (CBS) develop into quite 
a musical force with some Australasian 
touring, along with a developing 
Sunday repertoire. A stylistic pattern 
was well established with a four-
week cycle: week 1 Orchestral, 
week 2 contemporary choral, week 
3 polyphonic and week 4 Plainsong. 
This often ambitious liturgical 
programme has been the envy of 
church directors of music around 
the world and compares very well 
with the finest European cathedral 
traditions. It meant that our choir and 
orchestra came to love the breadth 
of the Church’s finest sacred music. 
Don was opening us up to possibilities 
beyond us. Even Stravinsky: “Kyrie 
eleison.” Choral set pieces of the Bach 
St John Passion on Good Friday and 
Handel’s Messiah in December were 
also supplemented by a cycle of 
Haydn Masses which were too long 
for liturgical performance. Holy Week 
and Easter became a time of intense 
choral activity and liturgical beauty 
with Liszt’s Via Crucis on Good Friday 
and Mozart’s Coronation Mass and 
Handel’s Worthy is the Lamb featuring 
each year on Easter Day. And of 
course, do not think of leaving town 
until after Midnight Mass.

At that time, CBS was really 
Christchurch’s youth choir with a 
number of highly talented singers 
and musicians cutting their teeth in 
the CBS stable. Many singers were 
given opportunities to perform with an 
orchestra which they might not have 
otherwise had. CBS was becoming a 

family, with the choir and orchestra 
making musical contributions at 
weddings and funerals. CBS was also 
becoming a movement: finding fervent 
Catholics like myself happily singing 
with Christians of other traditions 
and yet others of no fixed spiritual 
abode but who were attracted to and 
transformed by beauty.

Some entered the CBS movement as 
their way of entering full communion 
in the Catholic Church. Some sang in 
this movement as their way of staying 
within the Catholic Church. What other 
movement in this Diocese or beyond 
brings people together from such a 
range of backgrounds and experience, 
with such a high level of talent, whose 
collective effort is placed in the 
service of God, our ultimate end.

The history of the CBS movement 
really became intertwined with that of 
the diocese with CBS involvement at 
key moments in diocesan life. There 
are many of these, including five 
episcopal ordinations, but perhaps 
the most notable was Pope St John 
Paul II’s visit to Christchurch and to our 
cathedral in November 1986.

A curious event took place in the 
1980’s when the visiting Australian 
rock band, Midnight Oil, ran into the 
Wizard in Cathedral Square. They told 
him they lacked a suitable support act 
to front their concerts in the Theatre 
Royal. The Wizard readily suggested 
the CBS Choir. The Oils were keen and 
the invitation was promptly passed 
to Don who accepted with alacrity 
and at very short notice. Thus it came 
to pass that “A Sound Came From 
Heaven” and other choir standards 
floated over the stunned patrons. On 
the first night the reaction from below 
was “What’s this (faecal matter) man?” 
but after lead singer, and later Senator 
Peter Garrett explained that the choir 
was there at his special invitation, the 
response warmed up considerably. 
A truly unique occasion and one 
reflecting a choral director who, while 
upholding convention, often thinks 
outside of it.

We know that Don is indefatigable 
and has the ability to exhaust people 
somewhat younger than himself. He is 
an inveterate traveller, a magnificent 
tour organiser and a generous guide. 
As a consequence, many singers, 
musicians and supporters have toured 
Europe, Asia, the Americas, the UK and 
Ireland and Australia as well as annual 
weekends around New Zealand. Tours 

Don w
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have created a wonderfully social 
choir with lifelong friendships, some 
marriages and lasting memories.

It is impossible to list all the highlights 
from the many tours within the 
confines of this speech, but just a 
few are: the first concerts of the year 
in Venice (on two separate tours, 
including the first concert of this 
Millennium), Gabrielli in San Marco, 
Masses in Notre Dame, Il Duomo 
(Milan) and of course the very 
beautiful and acoustically magnificent 
Westminster Cathedral. Performances 
of Messiah took place in Cairo, 
Jerusalem and Istanbul, where people 
freely came and went and came back 
and stayed. CBS was singing in Europe 
soon after the Berlin Wall came 
down. On Christmas Day 1994, CBS 
performed the first orchestral Mass in 
St Vitus’ Cathedral Prague since the 
Russian takeover in 1968. CBS sang at 
Midnight Mass in St Peter’s Basilica in 
Rome in 1999. This Mass was perhaps 
notable for a seminarian, (since 
ordained), who was ejected from 
St Peter’s by the Swiss Guard as he 
approached the altar for Communion 
in a queue reserved for diplomats.

Other highlights: scaling the heights 
of Macchu Pichu; the splendour of 
the Iguazu Falls, the sights of Warsaw, 
Vienna, St Petersburg, Moscow, Gallipoli 
etc. Perhaps one of the lasting and most 
treasured travel memories will be from 
the last international tour to the UK and 
Ireland. As we gently travelled around 
the emerald isle, Don treated the tour 
group to renditions of the wonderful 
Irish poet WB Yeats, whose grave we 
visited. Often I would pop my recorder 
on for these tour bus performances.

Touring also creates unexpected 
experiences such as trundling timpani 
over the cobbles of old city streets 
and the need to find an electrician on 
New Year’s Day in Venice after having 
blown all the fuses in the church.

With the after-effects of the 
Canterbury earthquakes dominating 
life in Christchurch in the last decade, 
Don provided much needed stability 
and hope through the Church’s sacred 
music. We sang Mass in the Samoan 
hall next to our Cathedral on the day 
after the September 4th earthquake 
with Haydn’s Little Organ Mass and 
the words of “Dear Lord and Father of 
Mankind,” inviting the Lord to “Breathe 
through the earthquake, wind, and 
fire, o still, small voice of calm.” I think 
the culmination of our experience of 

that earthquake could be heard in 
the final amens of Handel’s Messiah 
in St Mary’s in December 2010. How 
can we forget singing at FaithFest on 
the Feast of Christ the King in 2013 
when Bishop Barry Jones brought the 
diocese together for Mass and a day 
of Catholic celebration at the Westpac 
Arena. The liturgical and concert 
programmes have continued in St 
Mary’s Pro-Cathedral. Wednesdays at 
1.00 is a great artistic and evangelical 
outreach from our Pro-Cathedral to 
the inner-city community. Through 
Don’s work, the musical community 
of Christchurch is regularly brought 
together. The annual Christchurch 
Choral Festival is a key example of this 
where all our choirs are encouraged 
to get out from their silos and join 
together through the gift of singing.

As we know well, with Don, there are 
never problems, only solutions and 
obstacles which would defeat many 
are carefully, tenaciously and single-
mindedly overcome. I have witnessed 
“the bulldozer and the nat” scenario 
on many occasions. I think with the 
skill of Don Whelan, Borris Johnson 
would indeed “get Brexit done”, with a 
favourable deal, no Irish Backstop and 
with the EU shaking his hand while 
wondering what had just hit them.

Don has been honoured for his work 
by the Vatican and the Royal School of 
Church Music. In being here with you 
today Don, we do likewise. In your work, 
the lives of many in New Zealand and 
beyond our shores have been touched 
at a profound level. It is unlikely that we 
will again see a fifty year commitment 
to sacred music on the scale you have 
achieved. We are forever grateful to 
you, Beris and your family for allowing 
us to be part of the CBS movement 
and of your lives. We know that 

through the music made under your 
direction, our voices join those of the 
angels and saints and that as our 
sound leaves the church on earth, it is 
heard in our heavenly home.”

The Diocese was pleased to support 
this reception for Don. Later, Diocesan 
General Manager Andy Doherty 
stated “We are very fortunate to 
have someone of Don’s skill and 
passion in our Diocese. I liken him 
to our early exporters, travelling 
the world telling our unique story. 
CBS Music is internationally known, 
largely because of the drive and 
determination of Don and the team 
at CBS Music. You then have to back 
that up with a quality performance 
and they do this each and every time. 
Don sets a high standard and this is 
evident in the performances and then 
the success of those that have gone 
through this CBS experience. Many 
of those people celebrated Don’s 
inspiration and guidance yesterday. 
Well done to Don and Beris and we 
look forward to more successful years 
of CBS Music. Thanks Don!”

(03) 379 9940
www.cavell.co.nz
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I would like to share some thoughts 
about heaven with you so this 
reflection is called “Lost in Wonder”. 
These words are taken from a 
beautiful hymn about heaven: the last 
verse of which is “Changed from glory 
into glory, till in heaven we take our 
place, till we cast our crowns before 
thee, lost in wonder, love and praise.”

We have a sense of heaven, but we 
don’t know what it will be like, and 
amid the messiness of the world, we 
can lose sight of heaven and live as 
though this is the only world there 
is. Yet, our desire to be with God in 
heaven is our only true purpose on 
earth. The activities consuming our 
lives now are not ends in themselves: 
God is our ultimate end and heaven 
is our true home, it is where the 
Goodness, Truth and Beauty we 
experience on earth will be found 
in their fullness, where they will be 
perfectly understood and where our 
response will be one of profound 
love and joy. We want to arouse that 
hope of profound love and joy in our 
children so that they will spend their 
lives answering God’s call to holiness 
and being open to a total conversion 
of heart, where they will be “lost in 
wonder” in their heavenly home.

Because we have received the gift of 
faith, we know God entered our world. 
On Christmas morning, we hear the 
prologue of John: “In the beginning 
was the Word, and the Word was with 
God, and the Word was God.” But at 
the end of that Prologue, “No one has 
ever seen God; it is the only Son, who 
is nearest to the Father’s heart, who 
has made him known.”

Of all the Gospels, I think the Gospel of 
John speaks to me most clearly. It has 
a whole chapter on the healing of the 
Man born blind, not just the miracle of 
the restoration of his physical sight but 
that he could gradually see who Jesus 
is and worshipped him. Through this 
unfolding realisation, the blind man 
tells us who Jesus is.

At the other end of this Gospel after 
the crucifixion, John writes: “This is 
the evidence of one who saw it - 
trustworthy evidence, and he knows 
he speaks the truth - and he gives it so 
that you may believe as well.”

Then we have the incident in the 
Upper Room, “You believe in me 
Thomas because you have seen me. 
Happy are those who have not seen 
me, and yet believe.” Obviously, I can’t 
see you, but neither you nor I can 
physically see God. Yet we know God 
is with us, He is all around us.

About 20 years ago I read these words 
from Cardinal Basil Hume; famous 
Archbishop of Westminster in the 1970’s. 
Before becoming archbishop, he was 
a Benedictine monk. He wrote, “A good 
illustration of faith can be conveyed 
in an experience I had when a young 
monk. I knew a man born blind, who 
had a passion for cricket matches. I 
would take him to matches and give 
him a running commentary. He had 
never seen what a human being looked 
like, never seen a cricket bat or ball, 
yet he loved going to cricket matches. 
For all he knew I could have taken him 
anywhere, told him anything, but he 
trusted me to tell him the truth. That is 
what faith is: I do not see, but I trust the 
one who came to tell us of God.”

In 2015, I was able 
to travel with our 
Cathedral choir to 
Westminster Cathedral, 
our Catholic cathedral in London. I’d 
always wanted to go there. I have 
about 30 CDs of their choir. Over the 
years, they’ve recorded much of the 
Catholic Church’s treasury of sacred 
music. I’ve sung under two of their 
directors of music when they came to 
New Zealand.

The music I’ve heard from there, is the 
music of heaven. On arriving in London, 
I convinced several of our singers to 
go there immediately. We entered this 
wonderful space which speaks of the 
transcendence of God. I organised a 
priest to show us around it and the 
organ scholar to show me the organ.

We were in the chapel for sung 
vespers before the men of the choir 
sang the Mass. The sound had that 
slightly distant ethereal quality, and 
to my ears, this sound seemed to 
come from the courts of the Lord. We 
sang as a Cathedral choir in that same 
space using that heavenly acoustic to 
sing to God. That music, sung down 
the centuries by many saints is known 
in heaven because they are there. In 
hearing that music, “I have been to the 
mountain top, and I have heard the 
promised land.” Sacred music gives 
us the sound of heaven. The Church 
teaches us that sacred music “is a 
treasure of inestimable value, higher 
than that of any other art.”

In my work, I am trying to answer 
God’s call to holiness and allow him 
to convert my heart. My hearing 
is my sight so I am trying to pass 
on to others the sound of heaven 
which I hear, and which I am able to 
participate in at Mass. Apart from the 
beauty of the music, the echo we hear 
when that music stops is the sound of 
our prayer, of our praise floating off to 
heaven and joining the music of the 
angels and saints in their triumphant 
hymn of praise. It is the love of this 
sound I am conveying to our children. 
All the sacred music I teach is oriented 
to the Church’s liturgy and each year, 
Jubilate has been our choral project. 
While they sing together in the 
Pro-Cathedral, they cannot think of 
anything but God and I always listen 
for that beautiful sound, around fifth 
octave D, where I feel their voices are 
beginning to go heavenward. Through 
the music of Jubilate, we already 
sense heaven and for a time, are lost 
in wonder, love and praise.

SaCreD MuSiC
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October is the Month of the Holy 
Rosary and many of our schools place 
Our Lady at the centre of prayer during 
this month. On the Friday of Labour 
Weekend, around 80 young singers 
from five of our Catholic schools 
converged on St Joseph's Church in 
Temuka for Jubilate South Canterbury. 
This annual sacred singing event is 
offered to those schools who are too 
far away to participate in Jubilate in 
St Mary's Pro-Cathedral. This year's 
Jubilate South Canterbury was 
themed around the Month of the Holy 
Rosary and featured Marian music in 
Maori, Latin and English. Much of the 
repertoire was drawn from the main 
event in Christchurch.

In the previous weeks, students from 
Ashburton, Fairlie, Pleasant Point, 
Timaru South and Waimate prepared 
for this Jubilate. During September 
they were visited by our Diocesan 
Sacred Music Advisor Ken Joblin, to 
ensure everyone was on track and 
ready for the day. Schools arrived 
in Temuka ready for an 11.00am 
rehearsal, had lunch in the grounds of 
St Joseph's school before a 50 minute 
programme of song, scripture and 
prayer. They sang from the sanctuary 
steps of one of our most beautiful 
parish churches for an appreciative 

audience. It is exciting to hear young 
people sing "Regina Caeli", a chant 
familiar to many of our great saints and 
"Mo Maria", a Marian hymn composed 
by Bishop Pompallier, the first bishop 
of Aotearoa New Zealand. Jubilate is 
a great way for our young people to 
come to know many of the musical 
treasures of the Church.

The Jubilate Team was very gratified 
to receive some unique feedback from 
some Ashburton participants.

"We really enjoyed the day and the 
opportunity to get together with our 
fellow sister schools in the area. We 
are looking forward to the big event 

next year." commented Mark Scully, 
the new principal of St Joseph's 
School, Fairlie. The big event referred 
to is Jubilate 2020 on 7 August in the 
Christchurch Town Hall. It will draw 
together many of our primary and 
secondary schools from throughout 
the diocese. Inform will contain further 
details in the new year but mark the 
date in your diary as it will be a very 
special occasion. If you have not yet 
done so, make a visit to St Joseph's 
Church, Temuka, one of our most 
beautiful historic churches.

Inform Editorial Team

CeleBratinG the Month of The Holy Rosary

Our Cathedral Choir and Orchestra visited Auckland on Show Weekend, singing at St Michael’s, Remuera (.eft), and St Patrick’s Cathedral (right)

Jubilate South Canterbury 2019
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Others have chosen to include a gift 
in their will which has also made a 
big difference. Whilst the campaign 
continues and pledges are still being 
given, this is already a great result. 
As Pope Francis has said, faith grows 
when it is lived and shaped with love. 
In a similar way, both the parish and 
wider community are growing and 
strengthening through this work of 
restoration. Architecturally speaking, 
this is a fascinating project, harnessing 
modern equipment and skills to 
ensure this beautiful building remains 
for the future. The nature and structure 
of the building mean that it is complex 
to work with, requiring flexibility and 
innovative ways of thinking from the 
team. For example, the concrete to 
strengthen the bell towers had to be 
lifted up by crane before being poured 
in through a funnel.

The Diocesan Property team visited 
the site in early September to catch 

up with the contractors and key 
leaders of the fundraising campaign. 
Project manager Shaun Mitchell 
shared, "The project is progressing 
very well. Both towers are currently 
being strengthened with internal 
concrete walls complete, and steel 
frames being installed. Transept 
and nave walls are currently being 
strengthened with concrete and steel 
capping beams. Refurbishment of the 
steel windows in the dome room is 
now complete. The fire, heating and 
audio system are being upgraded." 
Jim Anderson, one of the volunteers 
overseeing the fundraising campaign 
said, "Everyone is thrilled with the 
progress. The contractors are making 
a wonderful job and have been easy 
to work alongside." Many people have 
given their time and energy, prayers 
and donations for the upkeep and 
maintenance of the basilica over the 
years and to this present day. What is 

apparent and heartening is how much 
has been received in return for their 
generosity. Looking forward, March 
2020 is the target date for completion. 
Given how well work is currently 
progressing, Timaru can look forward 
to having a strong spiritual place 
of worship to enjoy for many future 
generations to come.

Thinking about drafting your will or 
wanting to update an existing will? 
Call us today if you would like more information on leaving a gift in your will to the church. 
Gifts of all sizes make a difference and are warmly received. It is also possible to arrange a 
complimentary appointment with a lawyer.

Call Marie-Louise at 03 366 9869 or legacies@chch.catholic.org.nz.

The Sacred Heart Basilica, Timaru - Update
The restoration and strengthening of the Sacred Heart Basilica in Timaru 
is well under way. For 110 years this church has been the spiritual home for 
generations of Timaru Catholics and an iconic building in our diocese. To 
date the parish has raised an impressive $1.4m of their $1.6m goal through 
grants and donations from parishioners and supporters near and far.
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The Bishop's Care Appeal is running once again this Advent. 
This is a chance to re-set our focus on the real meaning 
of Christmas. As Pope Francis reminds us, we cannot let 
Christmas become a world holiday. We need to place 
Jesus, the one being celebrated, back in the centre - to 
focus on looking out for our brothers and sisters who find 
this a difficult time. It is a call for us to find Jesus among 
those in the humblest of circumstances in our communities, 
just as He arrived poor at Christmas.

The Care Appeal was launched by Bishop Paul in 2018 
to gather funding to meet urgent needs which arise in 
our community and help good works expand their reach. 
Poverty and suffering can take many forms, from emotional 
trauma and mental struggles, to financial hardship and 
loneliness. As the Church, we want to be out on the front 
lines helping where it is most needed.

Last year your donations raised an impressive $96,000. 
Over the course of the year, the bishop has distributed 
this money as funds to meet needs which arose within our 
community.

These include:

 � Immediate funding for those most affected in the local 
Muslim community when the atrocity of 15 March 2019 
happened

 � Food and essential household items to be distributed 
by local volunteers to families throughout the diocese 
struggling to make ends meet

 � School breakfasts and lunches for children in low decile 
areas, as well as school equipment and educational 
school trips

 � Prison missions in each of the Christchurch prisons run 
by acclaimed lay-evangelist and former gangster John 
Pridmore as well as copies of his book for each prisoner

 � Funding to enable a special baking programme to be 
set up to help prisoners find healing through learning 
practical skills and generosity

 � Providing for emergency cases identified by the John 
Paul II Centre for life such as giving practical help and 
support to pregnant women who were really struggling

 � Providing counselling services and support for those 
dealing with emotional trauma through Replenish (a 
respite and healing retreat centre).

You can read about these stories in more detail in the 
newsletter you will find in your local parish. Alternatively, 
you can email giving@chch.catholic.org.nz or call the 
fundraising team on 03 366 9869 and they will be happy to 
talk with you.

To be able to keep all this good work going and provide 
funds for urgent needs which will come up, the bishop 
invites everyone to make a contribution to this Christmas 
Care Appeal. Donations can be made through the 
envelopes you will find in your parishes or through the 
Diocesan website www.chchcatholic.nz/bca19.

Your support can offer hope, open doors and change the 
life of someone stuck in the shadows. Providing support for 
those in need is an important facet of who we are as the 
Church. Bishop Paul invites all of us to take part and do our 
bit this Advent.

WE SPECIALISE IN:

Ph: 03 379 4014 www.eliotsinclair.com

Resource 
Management 
Planning

Land & 
Hydrographic 
Surveying 

Urban Design 

Civil, Structural 
& Geotechnical 
Engineering 

Landscape 
Architecture
 
Project 
Management

the BiShop'S 
Care appeal 2019
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CdF enabling provision for 
roll growth classrooms

Founded in 1877 it stands proudly as an example of all that 
Catholic education offers where Christ and Gospel values 
are at the centre of school life.

With our city’s population increasing more than 8% in the 
5-year period from 2013-2018, our Catholic Education Office 
is continually planning to future-proof for demands made 
upon 32 Catholic schools throughout the diocese. Using 
funds amassed by CDF investments and Policy One funding 
provided to the Bishop from the Crown they have been able 
to provide for Sacred Heart roll growth and create a modern 
learning environment with five open plan classrooms 
(including the CDF-funded roll growth classroom) now 
home to 112 years 4-8 students.

Clarissa Hendroff, a year 7 student at Sacred Heart School 
has enjoyed art for the past four years. She became 
passionate about digital art when receiving her own tablet 
as a Christmas present in 2018. To refine her work, Clarissa 
practices daily and takes art lessons. Clarissa finds great 
joy in sharing her art with others and has even exhibited at 
the Art Centre. Her graphic art was created for the school to 
use as an invitation to the classrooms’ blessing ceremony 
in September. Clarissa sketched the building by hand, 
then photographed it before loading it to her tablet to 

outline, colour and shade. I’m sure you’ll agree her talent is 
exceptional.

As so many agree, values learned at primary school sustain 
us throughout our lives. It is therefore vital that our diocese 
continues to provide an education of the highest standard, 
and this includes, where possible, bringing our building 
stock up to school property guide entitlement.

Sacred Heart Principal Frank McManus is incredibly grateful 
to the CDF for its loan of $300,000 and to the Catholic 
Education Office for project managing this development. 
With a roll-growth increase from 90 students in 2004 to 
182 in 2019 meant that there was a lot of pressure on old 
facilities. Frank stated that his “staff and school community 
hugely appreciate what the diocese has done for Sacred 
Heart. We were struggling for space and heating old 
buildings was difficult. So now with the old classrooms 
removed, new ones built on the site of the school’s 
swimming pool (unused for 15 years), landscaping, netball, 
and basketball courts completed the whole school feels 
and functions better. We’re all so proud of Sacred Heart.”

Melanie Perry 
CDF Administrator

$500,000 made available for pastoral work enabling support for the 
spiritual, physical, educational and communal needs of our diocese via 
Catholic Social Services, Education Office, Youth Team, national seminary, 
tertiary, prison and hospital chaplaincies.

Loans of $2.2 million for education development to St Bede's College Trust 
Board; Sacred Heart School, Addington and St Joseph's School Temuka for 
property development required due to roll growth.

2019 CDF HighlightsThank you to the
1,000 investors in the 
Catholic Development Fund 
who enable loan funding 
for our Catholic schools 
to respond proactively to 
growing school rolls.

In the heart of Addington, you’ll find a great wee school 
teeming with special character and full to the brim with 182 
students aged from 5-13 years. Sacred Heart School has a 
varied history and large range of ethnicities which reflect the 
changing city in which we now live.

Year 7 student and budding artist Clarissa Hendroff's 
interpretation of her new classroom block.

Sacred Heart building and landscaping development, made 
possible by a CDF loan.
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With Bishop Paul's plan to realign parish boundaries and 
renew our community of faith we expect the CDF will be 
called upon to provide financial support.

To assist with this, the CDF team has expanded to include 
a new role, that of a Marketing and Business Development 
Manager. We are delighted to welcome Liza Sparrow to our 
team based at Cathedral House, Washington Way.

Liza, a Chartered Marketer, brings with her a solid 
background in marketing, communications and event 
management, with specific experience in earthquake 
recovery, community engagement, advocacy and events. 
She is excited about working within the diocese and about 
the challenge ahead, stating "What delighted me when 
taking up this new role is the vibrant group of people 
working here. It is immediately obvious that the passion 
and commitment of the staff and Trustees is evident in 
every area of the CDF. And with Melanie Perry having 
administered the Fund for over 12 years there is a wealth of 
knowledge right alongside me!"

With the future of our diocese in our hands we are called upon 
to make a positive difference where we can. One way of doing 
this is by investing money in a CDF account where interest 
earned helps facilitate the bishop to achieve his vision.

As Liza states, CDF is a flexible and secure investment 
option which does not charge fees, has same day transfer 
of funds and offers interest set at a sacrificial rate of about 
90 basis points lower than retail bank rates. Members know 
that their ethical investment enables Bishop Paul to fulfill 
his pastoral vision. “My family have benefited greatly by 
the CDF - Our sons at St Bede's College have enjoyed the 
upgrade to the Performing Arts Centre where a wonderful 
atrium space with an adjoining deck overlooks the front 
fields. This build was made possible by a $1.3 million 
CDF loan. Our local parish in Ferrymead, Stella Maris, has 

invested funds in the CDF and in turn received support from 
the diocese for capital expenditure. It is such an exciting 
time to be working in an environment where parishes 
and schools will be taken into a new era. I look forward to 
helping tell that story as it unfolds."

To learn more about the Catholic Development Fund visit 
www.cdf.org.nz or please feel free to email or phone Liza 
Sparrow: LSparrow@chch.catholic.org.nz | 021 815 051

Janice Rennell, Manager 
Finance and Support Services
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52 yeaRs on
and the CDF continues to thrive
In its 52nd year, the Catholic Development Fund 
(CDF) remains in great shape. With total deposits 
of over $27 million, our 1,000 public and Church 
members value their investment which provides 
for Bishop Paul to carry out his pastoral ministry. It 
also allows for Catholic schools and groups within 
the diocese to undertake projects without having to 
borrow money commercially. Members also enjoy 
the flexibility of the Fund which does not charge 
fees on deposits or loans, offers same day transfer 
to a nominated bank account and offers interest at a 
sacrificial rate of about 0.9% / 90 basis points lower 
than retail bank rates.

notiCe of ChriStMaS CloSure 
Our offi  ces and CDF Online will close during the festive period.

close 12 noon friday 20 December
re-open Monday 6 Janurary 2020

May we take this opportunity to thank you for your ongoing
support of the Fund and wish you and your family

a very happy Christmas and New Year.

www.cdf.org.nz

CDF supports Bishop Paul’s Vision

Melanie Perry, CDF Administrator; Janice Rennell, Manager, 
Finance and Support Services and Liza Sparrow, CDF 
Marketing and Business Development Manager.

St Bede's College Performing Arts Centre atrium made possible by a 
CDF loan.
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“The new chapel at St Bede’s College is the heart and soul of the school.”
- Justin Boyle - Rector, St Bede’s College


