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Greetings to you as we sit in the midst of the winter season.  I hope that for all of you life 
has been able to return to some sort of normality after the time of lockdown.  I am aware 

that there are many who are struggling and I hope that we are all continuing to look out for 
one another and doing all we can for those who are suffering in any way.

Dear Brothers and Sisters in Christ

from the Bishop

Since the last Inform we have seen 
the formation of the new parishes in 
Christchurch city and Selwyn. This has 
been a major change for our diocese 
and I have been so pleased to see 
and hear of the steps that parishes are 
taking to begin their new life together. 
The creation of these new parishes 
in the midst of all of the Covid-19 
implications was not easy. However 
the way that people have embraced 
this, continue to be patient with one 
another and willing to adapt to this 
new reality is a sign of deep faith. I 
know that it will take a while for all 
of this to come to fruition but how 
we start has a big impact on what 
happens next. The Holy Spirit certainly 
seems to be working in our new faith 
communities.

As I have mentioned previously this 
renewal in our diocese is not just 
about creating some new parishes in 
Christchurch. It is for all the diocese. 
It is about our spiritual renewal so 
that we are more on fire with love of 
God, care for our neighbour and with 
a stronger sense of our call to be 
missionary. We live in a society that so 
desperately needs to hear the Good 
News of Jesus Christ. We are the ones 
who are called to share that with the 
people we meet. But in order for us 
to be able to do that we need to start 
with ourselves. Until we really fall in 
love with Christ, love the Church, grow 
in our own personal holiness, then we 
can’t really proclaim the Good News 
to others. 

We are all aware of our own 
weaknesses and inconsistencies, 
but that shouldn’t stop us striving to 
become holy, or being too scared 
to speak the truth, even when we 
know we are struggling to follow it 
ourselves. That is where the grace 
of God works, where support for one 
another comes in, where we pray 
for one another. If we are known as 
a people of faith who are trying to 
follow the Good News and love our 
brothers and sisters that would be 
very powerful.

our Catholic Practices
To this end I want to commend to 
you again our Catholic treasures 
that help us in this work of personal 
conversion and holiness. The 
Sacrament of Reconciliation is a 
powerful way of receiving God’s grace 
and acknowledging our sins. Usually 
people go at Easter time, this was not 
possible this year. I would encourage 
you all to take the opportunity to go 
to Reconciliation and to think about 
going to Sacrament more often than 
once or twice a year. It is a most 
precious gift of God’s grace to us. The 
reading of sacred scripture, praying 
of the rosary, the angelus, grace at 
meals, prayers at the beginning and 
end of the day, all help us to give a 
spiritual structure to our lives and 
remind us of God’s presence and gifts 
to us. If we only go to Mass on Sunday 
and don’t express our faith in any 
other ways, then we won’t grow in our 
appreciation and love of God and be 
able to hear what he is saying to us. 

God is most able to be heard in our 
lives when we allow time for silence, 
contemplation, and personal prayer. 
And in order to do this we have to 
learn how to do this and get into 
the habit of doing so. The time of 
lockdown gave us the opportunity 
to slow down and be freed of many 
things that made our lives so hectic, 
I wonder if we have allowed that 
experience to shape what we are 
doing now? It would be a good thing 
to talk about with your family and with 
other people of faith. Keep an eye out 
for the opportunities that are offered 
for growing in faith, there are many 
of them, but like all things it involves 
having the will to make it a priority in 
our lives.

new Catholics
It was wonderful to hear of all the 
people who were baptized or received 
into the Church late in June. Normally 
this would have been their Easter 
experience, but that was delayed. 

People joining our community is such 
a boost for our own faith too. Please 
work hard to ensure that they remain 
supported in the community, after 
such an intense period it can be an 
adjustment to ordinary life in the 
Church. Like all people new to things 
they need to be encouraged and 
supported as they grow in their faith 
and experience of Church.

Daily Mass
One of the unexpected experiences 
of lockdown was the support and 
consolation people found in the 
televising of daily Mass. There were 
a variety of Masses available in the 
diocese and beyond. Many people 
found the opportunity to gather for 
Mass in this way helped them in the 
absence of being able to physically be 
present at Mass. It also gave people a 
structure to their day. It was certainly a 
privilege as priests and as the bishop 
to be able to celebrate Mass knowing 
that so many others were participating 
virtually. 

Now that we have gone back to Level 
1 we are no longer offering this. This 
is primarily because Mass is offered 
with the community present. It is not 
a private matter in that sense. We are 
called to gather together physically 
and to be fed by the Word and 
the Eucharist. The priest offers the 
sacrifice on behalf of the community. 
The support that so many received is 
available every day in our churches. It 
would be wonderful if our churches 
were full each day with people coming 
to daily Mass. It would be great if we 
committed ourselves to going to 
Mass during weekdays at least once. 
We are made to be together and 
while the on-line Masses were good 
during lockdown this is not the way 
we celebrate normally. I appreciate it 
is difficult for those who are not able to 
go out, but there are other ways that 
we can support those people in faith. 
You will  see on the opposite page 
the daily Mass options available in the 
new Christchurch parishes and those 
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in other parts of the diocese will know 
already what is offered in your parishes.

vocations
Earlier in the month I had the privilege 
of being at the final profession of 
Brothers Jan Souppouris and Jerome 
Cananea of the Community of St 
John. Normally these men would 
have returned to France for this but 
this was not possible this year. It was 
a joyous occasion to witness these 
men committing themselves for life 
as religious in the church and in this 
congregation. The irony of our world 
is that so many are struggling to make 
commitments, they want to keep all 
their options open, but true freedom 
comes in making the commitment 

and getting on with the journey. We 
need to keep talking and working with 
our young people about their journey 
of faith, what it is God is calling them 
to, and that includes priesthood and 
religious life.

Bishop Basil
In this edition of Inform we pay tribute 
to Bishop Basil Meeking who died last 
month. It was a privilege for me as 
the tenth bishop of the diocese to be 
able to lead his requiem Mass. He had 
buried two of his successors. Bishop 
Basil was a faithful Christian, took his 
call as a priest seriously and accepted 
the will of the Church to become the 
bishop of this diocese. It was not an 
easy road for him but he was always 

CatheDRal
Monday to Friday: 
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Saturday 9.15am
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Bryndwr
Wednesday 12noon 
(From 22nd July)

Burnside
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Saturday 9.00am
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Tuesday and Wednesday 9.15am
Thursday 12noon
Saturday 9.15am

Papanui
Friday 9.15am

south

addington
Monday 5.30pm, 
Wednesday, Friday and Saturday 
9.00am

Beckenham
Tuesday 9.15m

Carmelite Monastery
Daily 8.30am

halswell
Thursday 9.00am

hoon hay
Friday 9.15am
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lyttelton
Tuesday 9.15am

sumner
Thursday 9.15am

woolston:
Tuesday to Thursday 9.15am, 
Friday 12noon

west

hornby
Friday 9.00am

Riccarton
Monday 7.00am
Tuesday to Saturday 12.05pm
Thursday 9.00am

sockburn
Monday to Friday 5.30pm
Friday and Saturday 9.00am

selwyn

lincoln
Tuesday to Friday: 9am

leeston
Wednesday 5.30pm (from August)

Darfield:
Thursday 10.00am

sunDay Mass tiMes
https://chchcatholic.nz/2020/06/
mass-times/

very supportive and gracious to me 
and I appreciated that very much. May 
he rest in peace.

Let us continue to pray the prayer 
to the Holy Spirit for our diocese as 
we embark on our renewal of faith, 
and in our desire to be missionaries 
of the Good News to our world. Let 
us continue to be generous in spirit, 
respecting one another as brothers 
and sisters in the Lord, and commit 
ourselves to growing in our love of 
God.

Yours in Christ,

+ Paul Martin SM

weekDay
Mass tiMes 
foR new PaRishes

“it would be great if we committed ourselves
to going to Mass during weekdays at least once.”



4

BishoP’s offiCe

4

issue 123 - winter 2020

Nga mihi nui
from the editorial desk

Inform Issue 123 is our mid-year or 
Winter edition and covers Catholic 
life in the Christchurch Diocese 
during May and June.

This is a very special edition as 
we give God thanks for the gift of 
the Most Rev Basil Meeking DD, 
seventh Bishop of Christchurch. 
As chief shepherd of the diocese, 
Bishop Meeking established Inform 
in September 1991. We are also 
honoured to feature the life and 
contribution of his dear friend 
Dame Betty O’Dowd. From the 
founding of Inform, both the Bishop 
and Dame Betty made significant 
formational contributions to its 
pages and in doing so, blessed our 
lives. Among the rich reflections 
found in this issue, we focus on 
our family and friends who live 
with Down Syndrome. With more 
insistent offers to screen out Down 
Syndrome during pregnancy, these 
articles are a beautiful reflection 
on the richness of God’s gifts to 
us and what the world misses out 
on when the lives of these people 
are terminated. One of our leading 
young CCJP essayists shares the 
Church’s social teaching on the 
Catholic view of disability.

After you have read this Issue, 
please pass it on to others you 
know who may connect with its 
articles and stories.

In Christ,

Ken Joblin, Editor
Caitlin Godfrey, Assistant Editor

A sad reality of the lockdown experienced by a number of people was the loss 
of their loved ones. We were unable to gather in our churches to give thanks for 
their lives and pray eternal rest for their souls as we would normally wish to do. 
The names of those who died during the lockdown were kept in prayer by our 
priests and religious. They were also prayed for during online Masses. A booklet 
has been prepared by the diocese, and given to each parish church, which 
names those who died in this period.

The faithful departed remain in the prayer of the Church. We mourn our faithful 
departed, yet look to the promises of eternal life Christ has made to all of 
humanity. We remember each of them, and continue to pray for them on their 
final journey home to the Blessed Trinity, the saints and angels and all the holy 
ones of God.

Remembering the Faithful Departed 
Who Died During the Lockdown

At John Rhind we are proud of our heritage, having served the families of 
Canterbury for over 130 years. We understand that it’s the small personal 

details which matter when arranging a funeral.
With FDANZ approved pre-arranged and pre-paid funeral options, let one of 

our caring team help you arrange a memorable service.

At John Rhind we are proud of our heritage, having served the families of 
Canterbury for over 130 years. We understand that it’s the small personal 

details which matter when arranging a funeral.
With FDANZ approved pre-arranged and pre-paid funeral options, let one of 

our caring team help you arrange a memorable service.

At John Rhind we are proud of our heritage, having served the families of 
Canterbury for over 130 years. We understand that it’s the small personal 

details which matter when arranging a funeral.
With FDANZ approved pre-arranged and pre-paid funeral options, let one of 

our caring team help you arrange a memorable service.



5

Bi
sh

oP
’s 

of
fiC

e

The diocesan website:

www.chchcatholic.nz
lists information about 
parishes, Mass times, 

diocesan news 
and events. 

Parishes, schools and 
church groups 
are welcome to 

advertise events.

Please email mstopforth@
chch.catholic.org.nz.

Several parishes throughout the 

diocese have been companioning 

men and women who seek to join 

the Church. All were eagerly looking 

forward to Holy Saturday, the night 

parishes celebrate the full rites of 

Baptism, Confirmation and Holy 

Communion for adults. Due to the 

lockdown, their hunger for the 

sacraments of the Church turned to 

an extended spiritual fast until we 

were able to gather in person. Though 

suspended mid-Lent, their journey 

was adapted by creative parish 

leaders, many of whom met with the 

aid of Zoom. Bishop Paul set forth the 

plan, adapting the pattern of reception 

into the Church so parishes could 

resume this ministry. The Elect were 

received into full Communion in the 

Church by the last weekend in June. 

Bishop Paul will celebrate Mass with 

all the neophytes (newly initiated) in 

September.

Journey to Full Communion
in the Church

Financial Advisers to the Catholic Diocese
of Christchurch since 2005

Please contact us for a
personalised investment strategy

jbwere.co.nz 0800 555 553

Financial Advisers to the Catholic Diocese
of Christchurch since 2005

Please contact us for a
personalised investment strategy

jbwere.co.nz 0800 555 553

Financial Advisers to the Catholic Diocese
of Christchurch since 2005

Please contact us for a
personalised investment strategy

jbwere.co.nz 0800 555 553

Norm William, baptised at Sacred Heart 
Church, Addington. Saturday 27 June

Rite of Confirmation of Jae Ryu 
of the Christchurch West Parish.

Newly baptised Justine De Vos 
of the Christchurch North Parish

“their hunger for the sacraments of the Church
turned to an extended spiritual fast”
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Seventh Bishop of the Diocese of Christchurch
(1987 – 1995)

John Basil Meeking was born in Ashburton on the 19th of November 1929. He attended St Joseph’s Catholic School 
in Ashburton, and his family moved to Kaikoura in 1938.  Influenced by the religious in his home parishes, (clergy 
and Sisters of Our Lady of the missions) he studied Latin and regularly served Mass.

He was put forward for a scholarship 
and completed his secondary 
schooling at St Bede’s College, 
Christchurch. It was always assumed 
he would enter the seminary, despite 
his own leanings to be a teacher. He 
entered the seminary at Holy Cross 
College, Mosgiel, in 1947, having 
been encouraged and interviewed by 
Bishop Lyons, and was ordained for 
the Christchurch Diocese at St Paul’s 
Church in the Christchurch Parish of 
Dallington, in 1953. His first Mass was 
held at the chapel at St Bede’s.

A deep-thinking man of slight build 
and scholarly mien, Fr Meeking 
nevertheless threw himself into 
the duties connected with building 
projects at parish and diocesan levels 
in a time of substantial growth in the 
Church. Following three months as 
an assistant priest at the Cathedral 
Parish, he was appointed to the south-
Christchurch parish of Beckenham 
and St Martins. In the mid-1950s he 
was deeply involved in the building 
of new churches at both places. Then 
it was back to the Cathedral Parish, 
from where he served as chaplain 
to Christchurch Hospital and to the 
Catholic Nurses’ Guild from 1959 to 
1963. He became secretary of the 
Hospital Chaplains Council. He worked 
on the Christchurch New Church 
Research Group.

After 10 years as a priest he headed 
to Rome for advanced studies 
towards a doctorate degree. On 
the way to Rome, in late 1963, he 
visited the USA, England, Ireland 
and France. He graduated Doctor 
of Divinity at the University of St 

Thomas, Rome, in 1966 and returned 
to New Zealand.

He would not be long in New Zealand 
though. While serving as administrator 
of parishes at Kaiapoi, Methven and 
Bryndwr consecutively, from 1966 
to 1969, he remained prominent in 
the field of ecumenism. He became 
the Catholic representative on the 
National Council of Churches and a 
consultor to the Secretariat for Unity, 
in Rome. His work in these duties led 
to a call for him to return to Rome. 
There he was appointed an official of 
the Secretariat for Promoting Christian 
Unity. He later became secretary to 
the organisation.

In Rome Fr Meeking continued to 
rise in prominence. In 1976 he was 
honoured with the designation of 
Chaplain to the Holy Father. He was 
made a Prelate of Honour in 1982. By 
then he was secretary of the Joint 
Working Group of the World Council of 
Churches.

With such a background and the 
prospects of further service in Rome, 
he might have declined the invitation 
to return to New Zealand. It may be a 
measure of his humility that, advised 
of his selection as the next Bishop 
of Christchurch, he accepted it as 
his calling. Bishop Basil’s episcopal 
ordination and installation as seventh 
Bishop of Christchurch were celebrated 
in the Cathedral of the Blessed 
Sacrament on the 3rd of June 1987.

However, the pressures of work took 
a toll on the bishop and to ease the 
burdens he faced, he appointed 
fellow Ashburton priest Fr John 

“profound theological 
understanding, 
deeply pastoral heart 
and unflagging dedication 
to the service of the 
Church in the diocese”

Bishop Meeking on his Episcopal Ordination 
on 3 June 1987
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Cunneen as his pastoral assistant in 
1990. Two years later, Fr Cunneen 
was consecrated as Auxiliary Bishop 
for the diocese. In February 1996, 
Bishop Basil retired from his diocesan 
leadership role. He retained the title 
of Bishop Emeritus, while Bishop 
Cunneen succeeded him as Bishop of 
Christchurch.

In a letter to all Catholics, explaining 
his retirement, Bishop Basil admits “the 
episcopal ministry in this diocese….has 
taken its toll”.

He further writes: “Therefore I am 
grateful that the Holy Father has 
agreed to let me give up the weight of 
responsibility that goes with the office.” 
He lists the heavy demands on him 
as: “shepherding the flock, keeping 
it together in unity, nourishing it with 
sound teaching, protecting it from 
error and harm, supporting those who 
are in need.”

During his episcopate, Bishop Basil 
established Good Shepherd House in 
Christchurch. This institution provided 
pre-seminary courses to young 
men considering a vocation to the 
priesthood.

After retiring, he took leave to study 
and meditate in a Benedictine 
monastery in France, in 1996. His 
sense of humour showed, with his 
claim that he just wanted to get out 
of the way of Bishop Cunneen, who 
had succeeded him as Bishop of 
Christchurch.

He served in chaplaincy positions 
in various institutions in the USA. 
Returning to Christchurch he resumed 
some chaplaincy service, notably 
with the Carmelite Sisters whom he 
always held in the highest regard. He 
provided support to the diocese in 
many ways in his retirement. He wrote 
for various publications on a range 

of themes, showing in particular his 
interest in Church liturgy and tradition.

Regarded by many as an engaging 
and witty conversationalist, the last 
word is best left with Bishop John 
Cunneen who spoke of Bishop Basil’s 
“profound theological understanding, 
deeply pastoral heart and unflagging 
dedication to the service of the 
Church in the diocese”.

Bishop Meeking, aged 90, passed 
away at Christchurch Hospital on 11 
June 2020 after a period of ill-health.

Acknowledgements:

Mike Crean, contributor

Catholic Diocese of Christchurch 
Archives Photographic Collection

(Left to right) Bishops Cunneen, Jones and Meeking on 4 October 2006; Re-dedication of St Bede’s College 
Chapel, 1991 (left: Fr Mark Bakermans; right: Fr John Loft SM); Bishop Cunneen and Bishop Meeking at the 
former’s Episcopal Ordination on 30 November 1992.

Fr Meeking saying Mass



8

BishoP Basil Meeking RiP

homily given in st Mary's Pro-Cathedral by Bishop Paul Martin sM 
at the Requiem Mass for Bishop emeritus Basil Meeking, 17 june 2020.
On Monday 23 March I went to visit 
Bishop Basil at St John Fisher House 
to talk to him about his care. He had 
a couple of falls previously and so 
people were starting to worry a little 
about him. He was very keen to stay 
in his own place, and I reassured him 
that we didn't have any desire to move 
him at this stage. Later that same 
day we suddenly entered Covid-19 
lockdown and fortunately Frs John 
Adams and Michael Pui were able to 
convince Bishop Basil to go to stay 
with the sisters at Nazareth House for 
the lockdown.

From there his life changed in ways 
that he and we would not have 
imagined. The time of lockdown was 
certainly that for Bishop Basil as he 
began his preparation for meeting the 
Lord whom he loved and sought to 
serve so faithfully. It was a time of trial 
and frustration for him, but also a time 
of purification and placing his life in 
God's hands for the final journey. We 
never know what lies ahead for us.

I did not know Bishop Basil as well as 
many of you did. I only knew him as an 
old man when I came to be the bishop 
of this diocese. You would be able to 
tell many more stories and anecdotes 
about him than I can. But he was very 
clear to me that he wanted me to be 
the homilist at his funeral, and I think 
that this captures something of this 
man of faith. He was not interested in 
eulogies and stories for his funeral. He 
wanted the liturgy and prayers of the 
Church for his soul as he enters this 
phase of his journey of faith, coming 
to meet his maker. He understood 
so well the power and dignity of the 
Catholic funeral rite which focuses on 
why we were made, what we are here 
for, and what we gather to do when we 
come to a funeral. We certainly give 
thanks to God for the life of the person 

but we also come to pray for their 
eternal rest, and to call on the mercy 
of God for his son and for any faults or 
weaknesses that need his forgiveness. 
We are united in prayer for our brother 
Basil in this moment and into the 
future, as he goes where each of us 
will one day go too.

You may be aware that Bishop Basil 
planned his funeral down to the last 
detail. That is a reflection of his desire 
not to burden others with the worry 
and also to ensure that it is done 
properly! It is therefore revealing to 
see what readings that he has chosen 
for this requiem. They tell us about his 
understanding of his life, his faith and 
his relationship with God. And they 
are realities that each of us can reflect 
upon as we come together too. For we 
learn from each other, and we support 
each other in faith, and we give 
witness by our own lives to what we 
are called to by Christ and reflected in 
his Body the Church.

The reading from Wisdom is often 
chosen by people for a funeral. I think 
that most of us would feel that Bishop 
Basil has had a long and good life and 
so his leaving us is not devastating in 
that sense. We know that he wanted to 
be with God. But in that scripture there 
are some powerful statements that we 
cling to "the souls of the righteous are 
in the hands of God, they are at peace. 
God has tested them and found 
them worthy of himself, the faithful 
will abide with him in love, grace and 
mercy are with his holy ones."

I am sure that Bishop Basil felt that 
he had been tested at times during 
his life. The things that were asked of 
him were demanding and difficult, he 
endured periods when he felt he was 
facing real threats and challenges. But 
he remained steadfast in his faith and 

“he remained 
steadfast in his faith 
and desire to do what 
god asked of him”
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desire to do what God asked of him. 
He understood that he was here, not 
for his own self-aggrandisement and 
pleasure, but for the service of the 
Gospel and to grow in holiness. And 
he was willing to do that even when 
it was not popular, or when it was 
not well received by those who were 
hearing it.

How we understand our life shapes 
what we do and how we act. It is the 
journey for us as Christian people to 
grow in holiness and to seek to do 
what it is that God is asking of us. 
At the heart of this lies our desire to 
place all our hope and trust in God. 
When you look at the life that Bishop 
Basil lived, the places he was asked 
to minister in, the opportunities it 
presented but also the difficulties, you 
can understand why he held onto the 
words of the psalmist that annunciates 
the reality that his soul was searching 
for the God for whom he longed. In a 
world where so many are looking for 
happiness and peace in things that 
cannot answer the true desire of our 
inner selves, namely our souls, Bishop 
Basil grasped and experienced the 
power of being in relationship with 
Christ. It then directed his actions, 
his prayer, his concerns. We might 
have felt at times that it became a 
burden for him, but he was able to 
laugh and enjoy moments of levity, he 
was kind to people, especially if they 
were struggling. He may have been 
perceived at times as being stern, but 
that was not his inner disposition and 
there are many who will account for 
this in their interactions with him. This 
was a man who knew that God had 
called him to certain tasks and to a life 
as a priest and then a bishop, and he 
wanted to be faithful to this call.

Bishop Basil lived his life focussed on 
the final destination to which we are 
called, namely eternal life with God. It 
is why he chose the Gospel account 

of the raising of Lazarus. He took to his 
heart those words of Jesus who said "I 
am the resurrection and the life, those 
who believe in me will live, those 
who live and believe will never die." 
He lived this life in preparation for the 
fullness of life with God in heaven. This 
is what he prepared for, what he strove 
to help others to discover and prepare 
for as well.

He had his priorities right in terms of 
what this life is all about. And so as 
his journey of life comes to an end, 
we offer this requiem Mass for this 
faithful priest and bishop. He loved 
the Eucharist and was so ardent in 
offering it for his people. He loved the 
priesthood and endeavoured to share 
that love and understanding with his 
brother priests and with the people of 
the Church so that it may be valued for 
what it is. He took seriously the call of 
a bishop to be a teacher to his people, 
and he endeavoured to teach what 
the Church teaches and to help us 
understand why it teaches as it does. 
And in his retirement years he helped 
many in retreats and spiritual direction 
and using the fruits of his labours to 
guide and advise people from the 
wisdom of his experience.

John Basil Meeking, may God be 
delighted to welcome you to his 
kingdom, just as he delighted in your 
being baptised into the death of his 
Son at your baptism. May any sins that 
need forgiving be granted you in God's 
mercy. Know that we pray for your 
eternal rest and we thank God for your 
life and witness. May those words of 
Martha's be on your lips as you meet 
face to face the God you loved and 
longed for: Yes Lord, I believe that you 
are the Messiah, the Son of God, and 
may the feast of heaven be one that 
fills you with all you have hoped and 
longed for.

Eternal rest grant to him O Lord....

“Bishop Basil lived his life
focussed on the final destination
to which we are called,
namely eternal life with god.”

Photo Credit: Peter Fleming
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In the Gospel that we have just heard, 
(The Road to Emmaus from Luke's 
Gospel) two disciples, disheartened 
and confused, take a path away from 
Jerusalem - away from the temple 
where they had worshipped. It's only 
after their encounter with the risen 
Christ, an encounter during which 
their hearts were set aflame, that 
they hurried back to Jerusalem to 
re-enter the place of worship, to re-
join their brothers and sisters in the 
infant Church. I believe that the Lord 
used Bishop Meeking in a similar way 
during his life as a priest and bishop. I 
for one am happy to testify that it was 
through Bishop Meeking's teaching 
and witness, that I found my way back 
to the temple, to the Church, and to 
right worship. Therefore it is a great 
privilege to offer these reflections at 
this vigil Mass this afternoon.

I might confine my thoughts to 
Basil's time as the seventh bishop 
of Christchurch. Fair to say, I 
think, that the Church of Bishop 
Meeking's childhood was a Church 
that was emerging from a mainly 

defensive strategy when it came to 
its engagement with cultural and 
political modernity. This cautious and 
measured response to the growing 
permissiveness of western society 
seemed to define the battle lines, if 
you like, of Basil Meeking's later role 
as bishop of Christchurch.

To be a defender and teacher 
of the Catholic faith is always to 
be somewhat at odds with the 
prevailing culture. All cultures are 
in need of redemption. Indeed 
to be faithful to an authoritative 
interpretation of the Second Vatican 
Council would also place one in 
opposition to many within the Church 
itself. However, armed with a clear 
appreciation of his role as a bishop, 
and, as I was to discover, a deep 
commitment to the spiritual life, 
Bishop Basil began back in 1987 his 
tenure as the Roman Catholic Bishop 
of Christchurch.

Many of you here today will know, 
better than I, how the following years 
unfolded. I have heard testimony 
of Basil's sound administrative and 

financial instincts, his clear and 
authoritative teaching style, and 
his commitment to the poor and 
disadvantaged. For some, even 
brother priests and bishops, Basil's 
clarity on the respective vocations of 
laity and clergy, were too severe, too 
inflexible. But for others, Basil's ability 
to articulate the Apostolic Tradition 
of the Church was a welcome anchor 
point, as the tyranny of relativism 
threatened to undermine the very 
foundations of faith. In my personal 
view, to be clear, firm, and direct 
about the nature of the Church and 
Her mission is not an act of unthinking 
belligerence. No, to seek to protect 
and articulate the deposit of faith is a 
task born of a great and courageous 
decision to love. A love that is 
prepared to risk personal isolation, 
a love which puts aside personal 
ambition, a love which is premised on 
the life of the Good Shepherd who 
was prepared to lay down His life for 
His flock.

Hardly surprising then, that Basil 
Meeking's tenure as bishop was 

“A man of great wisdom and prayer,
a formidable preacher”

homily given at a vigil Mass for Bishop Meeking 
in the Chapel of nazareth house by fr john adams,16 june 2020.

Photo Credit: Peter Fleming

It was with great interest that I read the other day that Bishop Basil’s first instinct as a young man was to become 
a teacher. Good and experienced spiritual directors tell us that those first thoughts, those first instincts, are always 
valuable when it comes to discerning each of our vocations. Surely, in the case of Basil Meeking, this has come to 
pass. He was indeed, a great teacher - in word and in deed.
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punctuated with times of controversy 
and misunderstanding. Later in his 
life, I was privileged to hear Basil 
reflect on his years at the helm 
of this diocese. Like all of us, he 
admitted that there were occasions 
when he would dearly have loved his 
time over again, on other occasions 
he was humbled to see that his 
instincts and actions had indeed 
been prophetic.

My own personal association with 
Bishop Basil began some time after 
he had relinquished the role of 
Catholic Bishop of Christchurch. With 
a rather modest appreciation of the 
great beauty and splendour of the 
Catholic Church, I found myself at 
Good Shepherd house, one of the 
fruits of Bishop Basil's episcopate. I 
was desperate to make some sense 
of this deep call that I had discovered 
in my life, which had led me away 
from a presumed life of marriage and 
family. For me, Bishop Basil Meeking 
became a hero, albeit at that time, a 
distant one. A man of great wisdom 
and prayer, a formidable preacher, 
and yet prepared all the same to, on 
occasion, listen to my uninformed 
meanderings. After my ordination as 
a priest, Bishop Meeking accepted 
my request to become my spiritual 

director, and so, for the past 15 years 
I have enjoyed his regular spiritual 
guidance. We also discovered that, by 
happy coincidence, we had the same 
baptism date, and so also for the past 
15 years we have met for dinner on 
that anniversary. I will miss him dearly 
on December the 8th this year.

When the time comes for someone 
to sit down and write a history of this 
diocese, I am sure it will contain many 
more details of the significant impact 
Bishop Basil Meeking has had on the 
Church in this place. In my view Basil's 
life has been a tremendous force 
for good in the Church. He gave this 
diocese a welcome and distinctive 
character.

I wonder if you might indulge me for 
just one more story, which again in my 
view sums up the life of this man. On 
the 26th of August last year Fr Felix 
Donnelly died in Auckland - he was 
89 years old. In some ways he was 
the antithesis of Bishop Basil. Felix 
was known as a priest who operated 
on the margins of the Church. He 
was a social activist, a writer, a radio 
talk show host, and the founder of 
Youthline. He described himself as 
a renegade priest. As I understand it 
Felix Donnelly's funeral took place 
not in the Auckland Cathedral, but 

at the University of Auckland. The 
funeral ceremony, again according 
to the reports I heard, reflected Fr 
Donnelly's diverse views. There was 
one unlikely attendee at that funeral - 
it was Bishop Basil Meeking, dressed, 
as he always did, in his Bishop's 
regalia. I said to him a few days later 
- how did it go? Well said Basil, it was 
a little uncomfortable, but I trained 
with Felix, I liked him, we have kept 
in touch over the years - he was a 
brother priest, so I went.

When the disciples on the road to 
Emmaus encountered Jesus, they 
also 'went', despite the darkness that 
lay before them, back to Jerusalem, 
back to the temple. That's the call of 
the disciple don't you think? To rely on 
the gift of fortitude when faced with 
the challenges of this world, to see 
through the darkness, to put to one 
side our personal appetites in order 
to seek out the bright promise of our 
faith. Bishop Basil, as you now make 
your way to the heavenly Jerusalem, 
we thank you for what you have taught 
us and the example you have given 
us. We accompany you now with our 
prayers.

Eternal rest grant unto him O Lord, 
and let perpetual light shine upon him, 
may he rest in peace.

“we thank you for what you have taught us
and the example you have given us”
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I began in my role in November 2015 
and in the following January was asked 
to go to a US Convocation and speak 
about our experience in Christchurch. I 
made a point of introducing myself to 
as many people as possible, including 
Bishop Paprocki of the Archdiocese 
of Portland. I was astounded at 
the strength of Bishop Meeking's 
relationships with that diocese, so 
many years after working in it.

In July 2017 Bishop Meeking ordained 
three new priests for the Christchurch 
Diocese. For a bishop in his late 
eighties, this would have undoubtedly 
been a tiring experience and yet, on 
his way back to the sacristy, he walked 
passed me and quickly quipped - 
"good to see we have got you working 
weekends already!" Our relationship 
quickly warmed.

I tried to connect with Bishop Meeking 
where appropriate. It was not long 
before I realised how valuable 
his support was for our diocesan 
fundraising campaign. Put simply, 
he clearly understood the point of 
and need for it. He knew what was 
required and encouraged and pushed 
me accordingly. This campaign was 
being established during the time 

when we awaited the 
appointment of a new 
bishop and while Fr Rick 
Loughnan was Diocesan 
Administrator.

Bishop Basil Meeking also 
helped me to understand our 
relationship with the Church 
throughout New Zealand. The 
relationship between each 
diocese is an interesting one 
and the Christchurch Diocese 
has always acted with clarity 
while maintaining the national 
position where possible. Often 
Christchurch held to a unique 
position in the New Zealand 
Catholic Bishops' Conference. 
An example of this would be 
our approach to Catholic 
education. Coming to an 
understanding of some of our 
history was very important for 
me in my work.

When he inaugurated our Catholic 
Business Network Lunches, Bishop 
Meeking not only understood the 
value of them but was always willing 
to support us by his presence at 
them. At the conclusion of the 
Catholic Business Network function 

at Clearwater just before Christmas, 

Bishop Meeking left with my wife 

Karyn and I. It will be a fond memory 

of him and his participation and 

ongoing support. I met with the bishop 

for lunch on a few occasions to pay 

my respects and learn more.

Growing up as an altar boy at St James 

Aranui, I never thought I would end up 

being entrusted with Fr Cunneen's car 

as a teenager, be employed by Bishop 

Barry Jones to work for the diocese, 

build a relationship with Bishop Basil 

Meeking and now have the pleasure 

of working for Bishop Paul, his brother 

bishops and their dioceses.

I will always be grateful for the way 

Bishop Meeking interacted with 

me, supported me, supported our 

business initiatives, and had a clear 

sense of what he thought was best for 

the Christchurch Diocese. May he rest 

in peace.

My first interaction with Bishop Basil Meeking was at Paddy 
Beban’s farewell function. I did not know everyone at that 
function but the bishop made a point of welcoming me.

fRoM ouR 
DioCesan geneRal ManageR 
- andy Doherty

Coast To Coast Rosary

www.coasttocoastrosary.co.nzFor more info PH:022 1912886
Feast Day of Our Lady of the Assumption

Sat 15th August 3pm

Coast To Coast 
Rosary

Saturday 15th August
3.00pm

Feast Day of 
Our Lady of the Assumption

For more info
www.coasttocoastrosary.co.nz

PH: 022 191 2886
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“To all of you - 
Those in heaven and those on Earth, 
I thank you for the gift of Priesthood”

Like a multi-faceted jewel, reflecting 
many shades of grace and beauty, 
the gift of priesthood has reflected it's 
light into every stage of my life!

From infancy until now, this light has 
been a backdrop of my daily life. As 
a child in the 1950's the priest was 
"Teacher" of all things Catholic. He 
heard our catechism and prepared 
us for the sacraments. As a teenager, 
it was Father who encouraged me to 
use my musical gift and join the Youth 
Choir. Later in young adulthood, other 
priests provided spiritual direction as I 
discerned my vocation. Several years 
later, another priest helped me see 
that religious life was not God's will 
for my life, and that the vocation of 
marriage was equally "special" in God's 
eyes.

As a wife and mother raising a large 
family, I have beautiful memories 
of numerous priests who baptised, 
confirmed and ministered the 
Eucharist to our growing family on a 

regular basis. There were priests who 
came to dinner, who shared our joys 
and sorrows. Priests whom I worked 
alongside in parish C.C.D.  ministry as 
my children grew older, and priests 
who married those children.

When I worked for 12 years at the 
John Paul II Centre for life, there was 
the wonderful office of Chaplain. 
The priest who was always there, 
providing weekly Mass, encouraging 
us in building a ‘culture of life,’and who 
came weekly for lunch, chats, and a 
laugh, was so important for our work. 

Six years ago, in a very difficult 
stage of life as my husband's health 
rapidly deteriorated and he had to 
be admitted to full time nursing care, 
before his premature death three 
years later, again the priestly office of 
Hospital Chaplain comforted me. The 
priest brought the sacrament of the 
sick to my husband on three occasions 
and prayed with me also.

After my husband's death, the ministry 

of the priesthood consoled me in the 

form of visits to my home and on the 

day of the funeral the very long row 

of priests concelebrating the requiem 

Mass made me smile from ear to ear 

on one of the saddest days of my life!

Now in retirement, the priestly ministry 

continues to nourish me with daily 

Masses in my parish as well as weekly 

adoration. Thinking back over 70 years 

of life, there are at least one hundred 

priests who have affected my life for 

good.

To all of you ―those in heaven 

and those on Earth, 

I thank you for the 

gift of priesthood.

Carmel Anne Malone 
New Cathedral Parish 
Christchurch

sister eymard Mcnamara lCM 
- 106 years young

Sr Eymard entered the Little Company 
of Mary LCM at Lewisham, Sydney in 
1932. She was finally Professed in 1937; 
her motto was "May Christ live in me", 
a motto she lived by for 82 years of 
prayer and care for the suffering and 
the dying.

Sr Eymard was transferred from 
Lewisham, Sydney to Christchurch in 
1938, where she was one of the first 
group of LCM Sisters to complete 
Midwifery training. After six years she 
transferred to Wellington for a further 
six years. Eymard retained a soft spot 
for New Zealand. She returned for a 

holiday some years ago and kept in 
contact with New Zealand Sisters till 
shortly before her death. Eymard had 
a beautiful singing voice; "Pokarekare 
ana" was one of the songs she loved 
to sing.

Sr Eymard lived to a great age. We 
thank God for her long and faithful 
life of prayer and ministry, lived in 
the company of Mary. May she rest in 
peace.

Sr Helena Kearns LCM

Sister Eymard McNamara died in Sydney on 15 April 2020. 
She had celebrated her 106th birthday the previous month. 

“May Christ live in me.
a motto she lived by for 82 
years of prayer and care for 
the suffering and the dying”
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The Gift of
Dame Betty O’Dowd 
to the Christchurch Diocese

A Catholic academic newly arrived 
in Christchurch in 1958 became 
a catalyst for change. She was 
Aucklander Betty O’Dowd. She would 
be a leading figure in the Christchurch 
Diocese for 50 years preceding the 
city’s 2011-2012 earthquakes. Her 
impact was profound among the 
clergy and intellectual lay people.

However, O’Dowd was no radical. 
While espousing change regarding 
the rights and positions of women in 
the Church, she remained a traditional 
and fervent Catholic. She was an 
authority on Church history, with a 
strong grasp of Catholic theology and 
liturgy. Regarding the “testy” issue of 
ordination of women priests she could 
be described as “counter reactionary”. 
A prolific speaker on Catholic issues, 
she was known fondly by many as “the 
lecture lady”.

The eldest of three children, of Edward 
and Leah O’Dowd, she was born and 
raised in Auckland. No reference to 
her date of birth can be found in the 
Diocesan Archives but it must have 
been about the late 1920s. Her brother 
Peter became Brother Emilian in 
the Marist Order. Her sister, Patricia 
Rogers, married and had two sons. 
Betty, who never married, doted on 
these nephews.

Edward was a well-known Catholic in 
the Port Chevalier Parish and wider 
Auckland. Of Irish descent, he was 
a friend of the redoubtable Bishop 
James Liston who became something 
of a patron for Betty. Leah was a 
convert to Catholicism.

O’Dowd attended the local Catholic 
primary school. She started secondary 
school with the Marist Sisters but 
shifted to Auckland Girls’ Grammar 
School for her final year. She admired 
her teachers at Grammar and retained 

great warmth for the Sisters who 
had taught her earlier. Proceeding to 
Auckland University she flourished as 
a History student and graduated with 
honours. Her greatest interest was 
Italian history.

As a top student she became part of 
the teaching staff of the university’s 
History Department. She socialised 
easily with such prominent historians 
as Bob Chapman and Keith Sinclair. 
Both men went out of their way to 
be helpful to her and they remained 
friends. When offered a position 
as lecturer in European History at 
Canterbury University, she accepted. 
She also took the position of Warden 
of Helen Connon Hall, a hostel for 
women students.

Soon after her arrival in Christchurch 
O’Dowd met and became friendly 
with several young priests, including 
Fr Basil Meeking, a future Bishop 
of Christchurch. +Meeking says 
O’Dowd “became a great friend”. She 
entertained a wide range of friends 
frequently with dinner and cocktail 
party invitations. She was a good cook 
and enjoyed stimulating conversations 
in the kitchen and over drinks as the 
evening wore on.

Her circle of friends included notable 
academics such as Neville Phillips, 
John Pocock and Charles Brasch, as 
well as several priests and religious. 
She maintained communications with 
her Auckland friends all the while.

History staff colleagues John Cookson 
and Marie Peters wrote in an obituary 
that O’Dowd “taught with great 
success” and “excelled in what we 
called the pastoral care of students”. 
Her “forte”, they said, was dealing with 
students in small groups and one-to-
one.

“Only a few University staff 
experienced as much affectionate 
remembrance from ex-students as 
Betty did,” Cookson and Peters said.

In 1960 O’Dowd returned to Auckland. 
A good friend, Fr John Adams, 
understands her time away from 
Christchurch was to assist a friend. 
She resumed lecturing at Canterbury 
in 1965 and continued until her 
retirement in 1987.

+Meeking says running Helen Connon 
Hall in the atmosphere of 1960s 
morality and against the background 
of predominantly male, Anglo-
centric and Anglican society was a 
challenge for O’Dowd. She grasped 
the challenge and quickly introduced 
changes. Cookson and Peters said her 
loosening of some regulations and 
her demands for greater respect and 
cooperation among residents caused 
controversy but were successful. They 
attributed this to her “pastoral warmth”, 
“affinity with young people” and “sense 
of supportive community”.

“Betty was an outstanding warden. 
Her encouragement extended the 
hall’s intellectual and cultural life,” said 
Cookson and Peters, adding that her 
parties were “a social highlight”.

+Meeking attributes O’Dowd’s 
success at Helen Connon Hall to her 
“intellectual capacity…her pleasant 
personality…her sense of humour”. Her 
age allowed her to understand what 
the students were going through. “She 
was a shoulder to cry on,” he says.

O’Dowd later became joint manager 
of Rochester Hall, a hostel for Catholic 
male students. When Rochester 
combined with Rutherford Hall, 
she was appointed to the board of 
management.

Through all this, O’Dowd attended 

The Catholic Church was in a deeply conservative and male-oriented 
phase in the period between World War II and Vatican II (the Second 
Vatican Council). The situation was disturbing many of the younger priests. 
They were in touch with the concerns of “grass-roots” laity but could find 
little support for change from senior priests and bishops.
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Mass nearly every morning. When the 
university was still in the inner-city 
this involved a short walk from the 
Warden’s House to Rosary House, a 
Sisters of Mercy establishment along 
Park Terrace. Her regular appearance 
made her a familiar figure to even 
more priests and religious. When the 
university shifted to Ilam she moved to 
a house in nearby Bryndwr.

Socialising was important to O’Dowd. 
So were her cats, for whom she built 
a safe outdoor playground to enjoy 
while she was away from home. But 
more important was her contribution 
to Church affairs, in mentoring, 
guiding, talking, writing, lecturing and 
active membership of working groups.

The Second Vatican Council ran from 
1962 to 1965. It was a milestone in 
O’Dowd’s life. She attended some of 
the sessions in Rome and took a deep 
interest in the Council’s deliberations. 
Testament to this are the piles of 
documents and papers she left 
and which are held in the Diocesan 
Archives.

Boxes of her files are packed with 
pages cut from multiple international 
publications and marked with pen 
strokes she made to highlight and 
comment  (sometimes cryptically) on 
important points. Drafts of articles and 
speeches occupy hundreds of sheets 
of A4-sized paper. Handwritten in a 
sprawling scrawl that allowed only 
five or six words per line, her tenets 
come tumbling out. The handwriting 
is slightly shambolic but the clarity of 
thought unfailing.

Realising the importance of Vatican 
II decisions and changes, she made 
it her mission to communicate these 
to all who would heed her message. 
In one of her countless speeches 
O’Dowd described the compulsion 
that had led her to take up this task - 

“My chief preoccupation was to try to 
discover what theologians and later 
the documents that issued from the 
Council were saying in ordinary terms, 
in non-technical language and to 
communicate this to other lay people 
who were interested but did not have 
the time, or the taste, for wading 
through the original (texts) …… This is 
particularly necessary since theology 
is fruitless unless it flows through the 
lives of the people of the Church and 
speaks to them about the revelation 
God has made of his love for us in 

Christ,” she said.

O’Dowd took exception to fellow 
Catholics making spurious claims 
about the meaning of some Vatican II 
decisions when it was clear they had 
not read them properly. She agreed 
with many of the views held by the 
ardent feminist movement of that 
time and she pursued the case for 
change in the roles women could 
take in the Church. However, she 
explained clearly, from theological 
and traditional sources, why women 
could not be ordained priests.

+Meeking says a group of Catholics 
who protested against the decision 
not to ordain women caused “a tense 
atmosphere - all very worrying” to him 
as Bishop. He admits “Betty’s help got 
me through”.

Her output for many years included 
regular articles for magazines, such 
as the diocese’s Inform magazine, 
countless talks to interest groups, 
and learned papers published in 
international specialty journals. She 
delivered lectures to student priests 
at Holy Cross College seminary in 
Mosgiel. She taught and guided pre-
seminary students in their “formation” 
as potential future priests, at Good 
Shepherd House in Christchurch. 
She was an active and long-term 
member of the Christchurch Diocesan 
Commission on the Liturgy. She 
advised consecutive bishops and 
their committees on issues such as 
raising standards in Catholic schools 
to meet requirements of their 1976 
integration into the State school 
system.

Retiring from the university in 
1987, O’Dowd remained prolific in 
researching, reading, writing and 
speaking on these issues. Just as her 
university days had been noted for 
one-on-one mentoring, she continued 
this work with a wide range of 
respondents over a broad age band.

+Meeking says O’Dowd had a “strong 
professional sense” and was “always 
ready to help people understand 
about the Church”. She emphasised 
“the Church as it is called to be”, not 
the Church as it is sometimes seen, he 
says.

“She was quite a mentor for many of 
us,” +Meeking adds, referring to the 
young priests of his time. Being of 
similar age she could relate to them. 
She shared their commitment to the 

Church. “She clearly loved the Church 
and wanted to uphold (it)”. She raised 
questions about it, but was not a 
dissenter, he says.

Adams says O’Dowd was “a great 
mentor to me and a wonderful person”. 
She had high standards and would 
not tolerate foolishness, though she 
was also a great party host and a good 
cook. She had no time for people 
who argued against Catholic beliefs 
or practices without having taken the 
trouble to learn about them.

In 1994 O’Dowd received the Papal 
honour of Dame of the Order of St 
Gregory the Great, for services to 
the Church. She was the first New 
Zealand woman to be so honoured. 
She went on to give more of herself, 
even after moving into a retirement 
complex.

Then came the earthquakes. Much 
of the retirement complex was badly 
damaged. Along with other residents, 
O’Dowd had to be evacuated. She was 
shifted to a small retirement home 
near Nelson. 

She enjoyed living there but felt more 
isolated from her brother, sister and 
nephews in Auckland. So she was 
shifted again, to St Joseph’s Home 
in Auckland. There she was placed 
under the care of the Little Sisters of 
the Poor. She settled in happily and 
received frequent visits from priests. 
However, she was still badly affected 
by the trauma of the shaking earth. 
She was afflicted with advancing 
blindness and reduced mobility. She 
died in June, 2013.

Emeritus Bishop Basil Meeking, 
Fr John Adams and Fr Michael 
Pui travelled from Christchurch to 
concelebrate her Requiem Mass 
with three Auckland priests. A friend, 
Sr Margaret D’Ath, says Fr Adams’ 
sermon rightly stressed Betty’s “fine 
spiritual and intellectual interests and 
her service to the Church”. To which Sr 
Margaret adds: “Nobody mentioned 
what a great cook and hostess she 
was in Christchurch, enticing friends to 
stimulating conversation in her home 
and garden”.

Acknowledgements:

Mike Crean, Author

Photo of Betty O’Dowd from the 
Marist Messenger © https://www.
maristmessenger.co.nz/2013/08/01/
dame-betty-odowd/

“her impact was profound among the clergy and intellectual lay people.”



16

faith anD w
oRks

what made you open a funeral savings account?
Aged 76, eight years before her death, Mum had a stroke 
and went into care. My brothers and I sold our family home. 
We hadn’t thought about preparing for her funeral until a 
friend mentioned the CDF to me and outlined the benefits 
of a Funeral Savings Account. It was clear to our family that 
the peace of mind offered by the CDF would be invaluable 
at the time of Mum’s passing. They explained that pre-paid 
funeral costs were not included as assets. It was, therefore, 
a way to become eligible for a government residential care 
subsidy.

how did you manage the account?
I worked with Mum to open an account - I was a joint 
signatory as I had power of attorney. We put the account 
in her name and in 2010 deposited a lump sum to cover 
expected funeral costs.

Account interest compounded and at the time of her death, 
six years later, I was pleasantly surprised to realise that 
the interest that had accrued covered the entire cost of 
her funeral! One of the benefits of a CDF Funeral Savings 
Account is that you receive the 12-month term investment 
interest rate, which is substantially higher than an on-call 
savings account.

what parish did your mother attend?
Mum’s was the first funeral to be held at St John the 

Evangelist Parish in Leeston after the 
Canterbury earthquakes of 2011-2012. She 
would’ve loved knowing that fact as when 
we were children, she was a very active 
member of the parish - arranging the 
flowers and cleaning the church. Her strong 

catholic faith sustained her well. Mum 
knew where she was going – it was 

up to us to smooth the path for her 
to get there. The CDF helped us to 
do that.

CDf Member interview 
with sharon lee
Sharon Lee opened a CDF Funeral Savings Account 
on behalf of her mother, Thelma McMahon, in 2010.  
Peace of mind for her family was comforting, knowing 
that when required the CDF would use Mrs McMahon’s 
savings to pay funeral expenses on the family’s behalf.

how did the funeral account get paid?
Our funeral director simply sent the account to the CDF and 
it was paid on our behalf. I didn’t need to think about a thing. 
Melanie [Perry] advised me of the steps required to redeem 
the funds which were straight forward. She alleviated a lot 
of stress for us.

what do you enjoy most about the CDf?
Two things come to mind: the fact that savings were set 
aside in a funeral account meant my brothers and I didn’t 
need to divide up money from Mum’s Will to pay funeral 
expenses. There was enough in the account to cover the 
costs for everything she had wanted for her funeral. I know 
Mum would have been extremely happy that her funeral 
was everything she requested, so we were pleased to be 
able to arrange that on her behalf. 

Secondly, as the Bishop of Christchurch is guarantor of the 
CDF, we knew Mum’s investment was safe, there are no 
account fees, and the interest, set at the CDF’s 12-month 
term investment rate, was pretty good. Mum and I both 
enjoyed knowing that a small sacrificial return from her 
investment was gifted to the diocese to help fund their 
important pastoral works. Our mother felt as though she 
was ‘helping’ her church right until the end of her life.

Sharon Lee (left) opening a Funeral Savings Account on behalf of her 
mother, with CDF Administrator Melanie Perry (right)

Thelma McMahon, loved her family and St John the Evangelist Parish

“her strong catholic faith sustained her well. Mum knew where she was going 
- it was up to us to smooth the path for her to get there. the CDf helped us to do that.”
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Guaranteed cover
 � Investments guaranteed by the 

Catholic Bishop of Christchurch 

Flexible investment
 � Make lump sum deposits or save regularly 

 � No minimum deposit required

Helping the diocese
 � Sacrificial returns are pooled enabling the diocese to 

carry out its pastoral plan via property loans for catholic 
schools, funding for Catholic Social Services, the Catholic 
Youth Team, work undertaken by tertiary, hospital, and 
prison chaplains

CDF assistance 
 � Payment of funeral director services on your behalf

 � Mobile CDF staff who can visit you at home or work

 � Priests to guide you through the Catholic funeral Mass 

 � Useful funeral arrangement check list

 � Partnership - common Catholic ethos

Financial benefits
 � No account fees charged 

 � Interest set at the CDF’s 12-month Term Investment rate 

 � Resident Withholding Tax deducted from interest earned 

 � Off set savings for a government residential care subsidy 
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A Catholic Development Fund (CDF) Funeral Savings Account is a way to 
protect loved ones from having to pay your funeral costs. 

Putting money aside for a funeral not only gives peace of mind for you and 
your family, but a CDF account allows substantial financial benefits and a 
way to help the church. 

CDF Funeral Savings Account
- Providing Peace of Mind for your Loved Ones

Let us help you
Contact:

Melanie Perry, CDF Administrator 
0800 40 FUND (0800 40 3863) 
info@cdf.org.nz

Further information 
www.cdf.org.nz

Funeral Directors Association www.fdanz.org.nz 

Catholic Funeral Planning www.catholicfunerals.co.nz

Committed to Rebuilding and Strengthening Catholic Facilities in Christchurch

www.hannbuilt.co.nz - 03 344 5951
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The CYT Mission Team had a very disrupted start to 
their year. Melevesi, Gia, Soana, and Sophia were only 
in their third week of retreats when the country went 
into lockdown. 

The decision for them to return home was hurriedly made. 
These young women used digital technology to stay 
connected with each other and the Mission Team staff. 
They continued their outreach to our youth community 
through their social media platforms. They offered lots of 
funny and encouraging messages.

As soon as lockdown was lifted, the team were keen to 
return to Christchurch and their face to face ministry. They 
had a very short time to regroup and focus with a lovely 
retreat at Our Lady of Fourvière Retreat Centre in Leithfield. 
The retreat theme was “New Wine, New Wineskins”, 
inspired by Lk 5:36-39. “It was an incredibly peaceful and 
fruitful day for us” said one Team member. “We were able 
to share our experiences, hopes and challenges, as well 
as receive the Sacraments. We were grateful to have our 
Mission Team Chaplain Fr Peter Costello and CYT Chaplain 
Fr Tien Cao join us for some inspiring input sessions.”

Mission Team Back On The Road

Mission Team on Retreat with Fr Peter Costello

Recent Retreat held for Villa Maria College

From Face to Face to a Virtual Space (and back again)
When the majority of your role and ministry is face to face, and suddenly you are thrown into a Covid-19 world, 
what do you do? 

Well, along with the rest of the 
country, you rapidly adapt. In March 
this year, CYT and the parish workers 
and volunteers we support faced this 
challenge. Suddenly Zoom went from 
being a tool some of us rarely used for 
national or international meetings to 
our main source of connection. We are 
now starting to catch up with our wider 
community face to face.

I often hear people say, "Well, you 
youth ministry people must have had 
a quiet time." In fact, it was at least as 
busy as usual, as we worked out the 
best way to stay connected with and 
continue to inspire our young people. 
Using our social media platforms, CYT 
staff offered a daily programme of 
inspiration and encouragement. From 
Marian Mondays to Funny Fridays, 
we did our best to reach our young 
audience and beyond. Some of our 

posts reached thousands of people in 
New Zealand and around the world. 
Post lockdown, we will continue to 
use those gifts we honed and tools we 
developed to reach out in a virtual way.

It is great to be back in the ‘real world’ 
again. There is nothing like seeing 
our people connect face to face, 
supporting grassroots ministries in 
local communities and sharing the 
Good News through our retreats, 
events and programmes. Our Mission 
Team is back on the road and our 
major events are re-shuffled so that 
plenty of high quality fun and faith 
opportunities are available for both 
youth and young adults.  This year, 
our Youth Ministry training Conference 
will be online. You will find great pre-
recorded content and downloadable 
resources to grow and strengthen 
local ministry. For more, visit the CYT 

website or like our Facebook page.

The lockdown came at a very 
challenging time for many of our 
Christchurch city and regional 
parishes. We know your youth ministry 
volunteers and staff were in the 
middle of merging parishes. We are 
re-connecting with each of these 
communities and offering them the 
support and resources they need in 
the merger process. If you are involved 
in this process but have not yet 
heard from CYT, please contact me 
to arrange a meeting to discuss the 
needs of your community.

We thank everyone for your ongoing 
support of this vital ministry. Please 
keep all those involved in ministry with 
young people in your prayers.

James Bryant, CYT Manager

Recent retreats offered by the Youth Mission Team include 
Villa Maria and St Thomas’ colleges, a virtual praise and 
worship night, and many school and parish youth group visits.
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Fourvière is a hill in Lyon in France, 
where a church was dedicated to 
Our Lady in 1170. In 1816, Fr Marcellin 
Champagnat climbed the hill to 
this chapel with eleven other newly 
ordained priests to form the Society 
of Mary. A year later, he founded 
the Marist Brothers. In 1888, the first 
Catholic Bishop of Christchurch, Most 
Rev John Joseph Grimes invited the 
Marist Brothers to teach the Catholic 
boys on the site next to the Pro-
Cathedral of the Blessed Sacrament. 
In 1861 Euphrasie Barbier climbed the 
same hill to the chapel and dedicated 
her new religious order, the Sisters 
of Our Lady of the Missions RNDM. 
Only three years later she sent her first 
sisters to New Zealand to start Sacred 
Heart school in Napier, and in 1868 the 
first sisters arrived from France to begin 
the Sacred Heart school on Barbadoes 

Street, next to the Pro-Cathedral.

In 1836 Bishop Pompallier had a 
novena of Masses offered in the same 
Fourvière church before the departure 
of the first missionaries for Oceania. The 
first Catholic missionaries to the Pacific 
started their journey from the church at 
Fourvière.

We are blessed that Bishop Paul 
has provided us with this wonderful 
building. We will certainly respect the 
charisms of our founders and ensure 
they remain attractive to our young 
people now and in the future as we 
“Live by Faith”. As both our founding 
orders were dedicated to Our Lady, we 
know that it is by patterning our lives 
on our Blessed Mother that we form a 
deeper relationship with Jesus, her Son 
and our Redeemer.

Fourvière and 
Catholic Cathedral College

WE SPECIALISE IN:

Ph: 03 379 4014 www.eliotsinclair.com

Resource 
Management 
Planning

Land & 
Hydrographic 
Surveying 

Urban Design 

Civil, Structural 
& Geotechnical 
Engineering 

Landscape 
Architecture
 
Project 
Management

Work is progressing well on the new Fourvière Block at Catholic Cathedral 
College. Fourvière was chosen as the name for this modern new centre 
of learning because of its important links to the two founding orders who 
established Catholic education in Christchurch from 1868 and the Catholic 
faith in New Zealand.

“we are blessed 
that Bishop Paul has 
provided us with this 
wonderful building.”
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These Principles include those of 
Human Dignity, the Common Good, 
the Preferential Option for the Poor, 
Solidarity, Subsidiarity, Participation 
and the Universal Destination of 
Goods. They place the human person 
and society in relationship with the 
Gospel, shed light on the meaning 
of family, on the dignity of work and 
confirm the rightful claim to share in 
the fruits that result from work.

Today, we have a greater need than 

ever of the Gospel - of the faith that 

saves, of the hope that enlightens and 

of the charity that loves.

Malaika Sequeira has expressed 

her thoughts and understanding of 

Catholic Social Teaching so well in her 

essay. It was a joy to read and showed 

a high comprehension of the elements 

involved. It is easy to understand 

why so many Catholics are involved, 
or work in areas of society that call 
for justice and peace when we have 
colleges and families who produce 
and nurture students like Malaika.

Malaika, as the Yr 11-13 winner of our 
competition, has won the Justice and 
Peace Cup for the College for a year, 
$500.00 for herself, $100.00 for her 
class, and a certificate of participation. 
Congratulations Malaika!

The winner of the Years 9-10 section 
was Vincent Kennedy of St Thomas’ 
College. Vincent won $300 for himself 
and $100 for his class.

The winner of  the Years 7-8 section 
was Isabelle Clyne of Villa Maria 
College. Isabelle won $150 for herself 
and $100 for her class.

On behalf of the Commission, the 
work of the Marian College DRS Sarah 
Chia and that of Cushla O’Connor 
and Rory Paterson from the Catholic 
Education Office was acknowledged 
and applauded.

Barbara Te Miha

The Justice and Peace Commission exists to raise awareness of Catholic Social Teaching. This is why we 
introduced a competition into Catholic schools, inviting essays or multimedia presentations, based on the 
students’ understanding of the Principles of Catholic Social Teaching involved in the theme of each annual 
Social Justice Week.

www.caritas.org.nz
0800 22 10 22

Join our regular giving 
programme today

Make a lasting 
difference in 

the lives of 
those in need

annual CCjP Competition winners
Malaika Sequira & family, Cushla O’Connor & Rory Paterson (Catholic Education Office), Bob & Barbara Te Miha
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Building Christchurch landmarks
www.naylorlove.co.nz

Isaac Theatre Royal

Merivale Mall upgrades Christ’s College rebuild St Bede’s College Chapel

Transitional Cathedral Environment Canterbury

2019 CCjP essay and Multimedia Competition

Enabling Communities 
- Everyone has a part to play

The miracles of Jesus are magnificent 
examples of God’s mercy. As 
Catholics, we are called to search 
for the deeper, relevant meanings 
behind the works of God, and reflect 
our understanding of these miracles 
through our words and acts. This is the 
true meaning of Discipleship.

By following the example of Christ, 
Catholics are called to abide by the 
Social Justice teachings - composed 
by Caritas - that are proclaimed 
through the Church. This includes the 
teachings of Solidarity, Stewardship, 
Participation, Subsidiarity, Human 
Dignity, Common Good and 
Preferential Option for the Poor and 
Vulnerable.

Disability is defined by the Oxford 
dictionary as: “A physical or mental 
condition that limits a person’s 
movements, senses, or activities.” 
To me, I saw that this definition 
emphasises that a disability “limits”, 
not “eradicates”; conveying truth that 
people with a disability are able to 
be active and recognised members 
of the community. This is supported 
by a number of Catholic teachings, 
especially through the Social Justice 
amendments of Stewardship, 
Participation and Human Dignity.

Catholic teachings stem from the 
words and actions of Jesus, whose 
abundance of Theological wisdom 
and understanding is displayed 
throughout the New Testament.

The basis of these teachings show 
one pivotal belief on which our faith 
- as a Church - is established: God’s 
creation of the universe. Evidently, the 
first verse of the Bible states this exact 
belief. “In the beginning, God created 
the heavens and the earth.” (Genesis 
1:1). As stewards of Christ, it is our 
duty to protect our earth, protect our 
communities and protect our whānau 
as they are gifts from God. This is 
where the social principle of Human 
Dignity stems from. From my point of 
view, I see the creation story depicted 
in the Bible as a beautiful story that 
displays the unconditional love God 
has for his people. John 13: 34 says, “A 
new command I give to you: Love one 
another. As I have loved you, so you 
must love one another.” By replicating 

God’s love in the world, we must show 
love for all; not limiting our love to the 
limits of other people.

In the Gospels’, Jesus’ miracles were 
examples of God’s mercy. Jesus was 
not one to favour the poor, able-
bodied and spiritually pure. Jesus 
pursued the sinners, the sick, and 
especially those with disabilities. This 
is an example to live by, as this clearly 
shows Jesus as inclusive, (which 
coincidentally is the theme of Luke’s 
Gospel.)

By abiding by the commandment 
given to us by Christ, we are called 
to show compassion for all, not 
limiting our love to certain people, 
groups, etc. This can be exemplified 
through our actions by committing to 

Throughout the Bible, Catholics are exposed to the teachings and actions 
of Jesus, who provoked the Early Christians to reevaluate their beliefs and 
turn back to God.
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caring for those who are less able to 
participate in all aspects of life in the 
Church. Perhaps this means offering 
to take an elderly person to Mass, or 
assisting with the distribution of Holy 
Communion to the sick. By giving 
up our time and fully committing 
ourselves to caring for others, we are 
epitomising Christ’s words. This is 
perfectly summarised in Matthew 25: 
35-36, 40:

“For I was hungry and you gave me 
something to eat, I was thirsty and you 
gave me something to drink, I was a 
stranger and you invited me in, I needed 
clothes and you clothed me, I was sick 
and you looked after me, I was in prison 
and you came to visit me.’; “Truly I tell 
you, whatever you did for one of the 
least of these brothers and sisters of 
mine, you did for me.”

The YOUCAT states, “Unlike inanimate 
objects, plants, and animals, man 
is a person endowed with a spirit, 
this characteristic unites him with 
God more than with his visible fellow 
creatures.” In terms of soul, all humans 
are equivalent, bearing a spiritual 
connection to God. It is our outward 
capabilities that show our differences. 
Over the millions of years man has 
been alive, society has dictated the 
social realms of authority through 
“survival of the fittest”. Those who had 
incapabilities were cast away as they 
were seen as unfit for the developing 
world dominated by humankind which 
was underway with modernisation. 
However, the Catholic Church and 
its principles disavow the norms set 
by early society. This is seen through 
the social teaching of Participation. 
This teaching is derived from the 
understanding that all humans are 
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Malaika Sequeira, 
Marian College 
Yr 11, Category: 3
2019 Yr 11-13 
Competition Winner

References
BibleGateway. (n.d.). Retrieved from https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=mark+1:+40-45&version=NIV

Mental Health and Illness. (n.d.). Retrieved from https://www.cph.co.nz/your-health/mentalillness/

Participation. (n.d.). Retrieved from https://caritas.org.nz/catholic-socialteaching/participation

“a new command i give to you: love one another.

as i have loved you, so you must love one another.”

john 13: 34

made in the image and likeness of 
God the Father. “Beloved, now we 
are children of God; and it has not yet 
been revealed what we shall be, but 
we know that when He is revealed, we 
shall be like Him, for we shall see Him 
as He is.” (1 John 3:2). This teaching 
describes how all members of the 
community have something unique 
to improve the wellbeing and lives of 
others as we are all unique, made by 
God. Pope Benedict XVI famously said, 
“Each of us is the result of a thought of 
God. Each of us is loved, each of us is 
necessary.”

Through the simple teaching of 
Participation, we are called to open 
our arms to everyone, despite our 
physical and external portrayal, 
because the innermost being of 
everyone exhales the gifts and talents 
which have been chosen specifically 
for us by God. “However, you are 
chosen people, a royal priesthood, 
a holy nation, people who belong to 
God. You were chosen to tell about the 
excellent qualities of God, who called 
you out of darkness into his marvellous 
light.” (1 Peter 2:9). Implicating the 
teaching of Participation in your life 
can be executed by inviting someone 
along with you to Mass, or perhaps 
the local youth group. By extending a 
hand, we may be opening up a door of 
opportunities to someone who would 
not normally feel called to Christ. As St 
Rose of Lima once said, “Know that the 
greatest service that man can offer to 
God is to help convert souls.”

“There is not, never has been, and never 
will be a single person for whom Christ 
didn’t suffer.” - Council of Quierzy.

From the gift of Free Will to the 
acceptance of Human Rights, 

Catholics are called to acknowledge 
the sacredness and the Tapu of one 
another. I firmly believe God created 
us the way we are for a reason - that 
there is significant meaning to the way 
He has created us - an explication 
that we might struggle to understand 
but is fully done as the purpose and 
intention of God. This is why I believe 
that those with disabilities should 
be treated just as any other human 
should be treated, for Jerimiah 29:11 
says, “For I know the plans I have for 
you’, says the Lord, ‘plans to prosper 
you and not to harm you, plans to give 
you hope and a future.” Every being 
on this earth has a disability in some 
aspect of their life, it just might not 
be expressed physically. God created 
us as “imperfectly perfect”. As cliché 
as the phrase sounds, it rings true. 
Humans are made to be “imperfect” so 
that through our sin, temptation and 
the chains holding us back from God, 
we may aspire to be better people 
for Him. This is the true meaning of 
disability; something that limits for 
the time being, but does not simply 
eradicate everything. In conclusion, 
the words of our Holy Father Pope 
Francis,

“Things have a price and can be for 
sale, but people have a dignity that 
is priceless and worth far more than 
things.”



23

ou
R 

fa
Mi

ly
 M

eM
Be

Rs
 w

ith
 D

ow
n 

sy
nD

Ro
Me

It was one of those moments when we 
found ourselves questioning God and 
his plan for us. Little did we know at 
that time that God had truly blessed 
our family.

Our son Matthew is now almost 17 and 
we couldn't imagine life without our 
amazing young man. As I write this 
article, Matthew is busily folding and 
putting away the day's washing - this 
is one of his jobs, along with preparing 
the veggies or salad for dinner. He 
takes such pride in doing these jobs, 
that no one dares to upset the apple 
cart!

Matthew attends the Kimi Ora unit 
at Papanui High School, is fiercely 
independent, and has a warmth that 
melts hearts. He is a keen swimmer, 
dances with a mixed ability dance 
group, has a vast knowledge of pop/
rock music and is a master Yahtzee 
player. We have always instilled in 
him that Down Syndrome is indeed 
something to be proud of! He is 
proud, he has empathy for others, 
and a wicked sense of humour! He 
is prayerful and loves to take his turn 
saying grace at the evening meal.

But there have been times that life 
has been tough having a child with 
Down Syndrome. The many nights 
when he was younger, spent in 
hospital watching him struggle for 
breath with a respiratory infection, 
the difficulties with teachers who just 
don't understand that some children 
learn differently, the birthday party 
invitations that dry up as each year 
passes, the generalisations that many 
people make "because they had an 
uncle with Down Syndrome years ago".

When Matthew was three weeks old, I 
met a lady who said to me "Oh I have a 
son with Down Syndrome too. He's 22. 
This won't mean anything to you right 

now, but you will be so proud and feel 
so blessed to have him in your life". 
I never saw that lady again but have 
never forgotten her. How true!

Matthew has certainly blessed our 
family. I am so proud of my older son 
and daughter who have an incredible 
maturity and empathy that I believe 
Matthew has taught them. Paul and 
I have a stronger relationship and a 
deepened faith, as we celebrate every 
achievement and work through the 
difficulties. I know my faith is stronger 
because of Matthew. We have so 
much to be thankful for! 

It breaks my heart that due to 
screening and abortion laws, many 
people like Matthew simply don't get 
the opportunity to live. The world is 
truly missing out on such an incredible 
gift.

Ann Kofoed

I will never forget being told by our paediatrician, that our gorgeous two-week old 
son had Down Syndrome. How could this be? This was not what we had planned. 
How would we cope? Why us?

“Matthew...is fiercely independent,
and has a warmth that melts hearts.”
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When Peter was born, my parents were not aware of any 
abnormalities. Though my mother did have difficulty feeding 
Peter, and after some time, he was diagnosed as having 
Down Syndrome. The local parish priest from Timaru, Fr 
Brice SM, offered some advice to my parents which was 
profound and so appropriate for our Peter and his family. 
Fr Bryce told my parents that Peter would be a great gift to 
our family and would bring many blessings to us. He said to 
dress him well and be proud to show him off. Treat him as 
you would the rest of the family.

My parents did not need any encouragement in this advice 
as Peter was included fully in all social activities. Peter 
delighted in wearing nice clothes and was well groomed 
and presented stylishly. He loved a social outing.

Peter was two years younger than myself and was 
constantly using me as a goal for achievement. For 
example, when I passed my driver’s licence, he wanted to 
do the same and when I graduated from University, that 
was his next ambition. Despite his disability, Peter was 
particularly sharp, witty, and perceptive. His wit, charm, 
and interaction was enjoyed not only by our family, but our 
extended family and friends who experienced the unique 
relationship of having a “Downs” family member.

Peter received a specialist education as a boy. As a young 
adult he attended the former IHC workshop, now called 
IDEA. Peter loved music and sport. For many years he was 
a regular at Saturday morning netball, taking himself to the 
games to cheer his nieces. A big fan of Canterbury Rugby, 
Peter would attend the games with his brothers and be 
dressed in full fan regalia. He was very disappointed when 
his favourite player, Andrew Mehrtens, was dropped in 
place of Carter at No. 10.  Peter did, in time, become a big 
fan of Dan Carter.

Peter was greatly supported by IHC and lived in their 
residential homes. Peter held several jobs over his life 
including work at a service station and an agricultural 
supply company. These were rich experiences for both 
Peter and his employers. He had a full social life and his 
independence was seen when he would walk himself, 
often many kilometres, to regular meals with various family 
members. My siblings all had their own relationship with 
Peter and only they can express what this means. However, 
when Peter passed away in 2010, it became apparent that 
the special relationship with Peter was uniquely common to 
all family members.

Peter had a great faith, never missed Mass, and as an adult 
was fortunate to be able to participate in the sacraments. 

We witnessed the Church change as Peter was able to 

partake in Holy Communion as an adult.

Peter’s life was a gift for many reasons. Was it due to his 

wit and charm? Was it due to the embarrassment that a 

teenage niece may have had in having a “Downs” Uncle 

cheering for her in front of her peers? Was it due to the 

time when I had to rush him to the Rugby Stadiums public 

toilets as he publicly announced what his issue was? Or was 

it when he returned home from his trip to the International 

Special Olympics with multiple medals around his neck? He 

gave us the opportunity to toast our first Olympian of the 

family.

Peter’s gift to us was all these things, and many more. He 

brought diversity to our family and helped us develop the 

virtues of patience and humility. Peter was an example of 

how precious each life is, not only in the sight of God, but 

through our eyes as well.

Mike Daly, Christchurch

Anne and Matt Daly had eleven children. I was the seventh child followed by my brother Peter Chanel Daly, the 
eighth child, born in 1956. My mother went on to give birth to three more children, all perfectly healthy. Peter 
was named after St Peter Chanel and his life became a wonderful gift to the Daly family.

“Peter was an example of
how precious each life is, not only in the

sight of God, but through our eyes as well.”
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A common approach of the day to 
children born with Down Syndrome 
was to hand them over to an 
institution; but Kevin and Gloria’s faith 
precluded that. This bundle of joy 
that God had sent to them, survived 
pregnancy and was a viable human 
being, and their role was to love and 
cherish that gift as best they could. 
Daniel soon became an integral part of 
the family, undoubtedly a focal point, 
loved by his seven siblings and never 
without a playmate. ‘Early intervention’ 
was in its infancy and those early 
years required many hours of play with 
Daniel as he gradually developed new 
skills and abilities and learnt about the 
world around him - similar to every 
other child, just with those stages of 
development continuing for a few 
more years than usual.

The joy that Daniel brought to his 
family, the love from his siblings 
and the wonderful support of caring 
professionals at the Champion Centre 

(then the Early Invention Centre), 
all made the decision to adopt Joel 
appear to be more God’s instruction 
than Kevin and Gloria’s choice. Yet 
again, no guidebook! The possibility 
that these two characters could 
spend a good portion of their lives 
together, enhancing each other’s lives 
in so many ways, was an amazing 
opportunity. That opportunity has 
been borne out - the ‘boys’, now 
36 and 32, flat together, enjoying 
and encouraged by each other, 
experiencing life in much the same 
way as we all do. Simply, it’s incredible 
to witness.

Less incredible, but still amazing is 
the gel that these two men provide 
their parents, siblings, their sisters and 
brothers-in-law and their nieces and 
nephews. To each of those people, 
Daniel and Joel, while different, are 
as normal as anyone; and if they 
could miraculously re-shape either 
of them into someone else, they 

wouldn’t. They are who they are, and 

they are fantastic, just as they are. 

The acceptance and love from within 

the family has obviously extended 

to the many contacts each has, and 

with it acceptance of those not fitting 

the idea of normal, becomes nothing 

unusual or peculiar.

Thinking particularly of their nieces 

and nephews, who all have excellent 

relationships with Daniel and Joel, that 

close contact with differently-abled 

people shaped their characters - 

undoubtedly for the better - whether 

it be day-to-day interactions or more 

philosophical ponderings - they are 

each better for it; we are each better 

for it. Down Syndrome. Still doesn’t 

arrive with a guide book! By our 

experience, all you need is love.

Vicki Crequer, sister of Daniel and Joel

When Daniel arrived 36 years ago, there were no early warning systems and he didn’t arrive with a guide book! 
The seven before him didn’t have guide books either, but it seemed one would have been quite handy this time 
around.

“Down Syndrome.
Still doesn’t arrive with a guide book!

By our experience, all you need is love.”
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Thirty eight years later my heart still 
swells with gratitude to God, that 
somehow this child found his way 
into our lives. John has slowed us 
down, helped us to focus on what 
is important and introduced us to 
people and places we would never 
have experienced without him. I think 
particularly of Faith and Light, an 
organisation which builds Christian 
community amongst families with a 
family member who has an intellectual 
disability and which has deeply 
shaped my spiritual life and way of 
seeing the world.

From an early age John has a deep 
sense of the sacred and he loves 
the ritual of Church services. As a 
new entrant at St Joseph’s school his 
teacher aide told me that his reward, 
if he had worked well, was to visit the 
church. I was very grateful to Fr John 
Noonan who recognised this love John 
had for Church, and encouraged him 
to become an altar server...John loved 
every moment on the altar and has, as 
an adult, been requested to serve at a 
few funerals.

John is godfather to his niece and 
two nephews... His sisters, Ena and 
Colleen, both said that John was the 
best example of faith that they could 
give their children...They too recognise 
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Roger and I were blessed to be offered John for adoption into our family in 1982, when he was 13 months old. As 
soon as I laid eyes on this little man it was love at first sight. But at that time I did not realise what a great lifetime 
of learning, deepening and joy was ahead of us. John has Down Syndrome which means he was born with an 
extra chromosome and therefore has an intellectual disability.

The Joy of
Life with John

this love of the sacred that is deep 
within John, and John loves having 
three godchildren.

John has the gift of presence...There 
is something about John’s presence 
that deeply affects people...it reminds 
me of the words of Abraham Joshua 
Herschel “Just to be is a blessing, 
just to live is holy.” At the retirement 
village where we live and where John 
stays with us fairly regularly, residents 
often ask about John and say how 
much they like him. I know that he has 
not had a conversation 
with any of them, as 
his speech is quite 
limited...again there is 
something about 
his presence.

So each day I thank God for John 
who brings so much joy and love to 
our family, to the Hohepa community 
where he lives and to the many places 
where he works and socialises. The 
message of Jesus is all about love. 
John, just by his presence, emanates 
God’s love to all he meets. Our family 
and the world are blessed by the gift 
of John.

Anne-Marie Pike

STRUCTURAL STEEL SUPPLY, FABRICATION & ERECTION SOUTH ISLAND WIDE

JJSTEEL.CO.NZPhone 03 366 8679
Email: admin@jjsteel.co.nz   frank@jjsteel.co.nz
18 Sir James Wattie Drive, PO Box 4241, Christchurch, NZ
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“the demands for our 
services have increased 
by around 400% and are 
continuing to increase. the 
national Recovery appeal 
is essential to ensure that 
we can meet the increasing 
demand for assistance”

svDP launches 
national Recovery appeal

The appeal will run until December. 
"The goal is to raise $4 million to 
provide people with economic, social, 
and emotional support during these 
times of severe hardship," says SVDP 
National President Marlena Hoeft-
Marwick.

"Many of our services have been 
funded through our Op Shops which 
had to close during April and May, 
resulting in a loss of income of 
about $1.5 million. At the same time 
the demands for our services have 
increased by around 400% and are 
continuing to increase. The National 
Recovery Appeal is essential to ensure 
that we can meet the increasing 
demand for assistance. As a result 
of economic hardship caused by 
Covid-19, it is very likely that in the 
winter months the demand for our 
services will be greater than ever and 
will extend to families and individuals 
who have not depended on our 
assistance before. We are already 
seeing an increase in the pool of need."

An SVDP National Recovery Appeal 
website has been developed and 
supporters are encouraged to donate 
online at: https://donate.svdp.org.nz/
appeal. People can also donate by 
cheque or bank card. Donations will be 
used to provide people with essentials 

such as food parcels, clothing, and 
household goods and services, as well 
as social and emotional support.

"Funds will be distributed to Vinnies 
Centres throughout New Zealand 
so support can be provided locally," 
says Marlena. "Our job is to ease the 
pressure on individuals and families 
with practical help. That's what we 
have been doing for 150 years and we 
are determined to be there for New 
Zealand communities during this time 
of critical need."

St Vincent de Paul's National Retail 
Manager, John Rossbotham said 
there had already been an upsurge in 
generosity from the community.

"During the lockdown period 
donations to SVDP have increased 
five-fold on what we would usually 
receive. I've been involved with SVDP 
for 33 years and I've not seen the 
scale of need which is evident in the 
Covid-19 environment. I'm confident 
that Kiwis will respond generously to 
the National Recovery Appeal."

St Vincent de Paul is a registered 
charity and all donations over $5 are 
tax deductible.

For further information please contact: 
national@svdp.org.nz.

In June, the St Vincent de Paul (SVDP) Society launched a National Recovery Appeal to help the increasing 
numbers of individuals and families struggling from the impact of Covid-19.
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“When you search for me, you will find me;
if you seek me with all your heart, 
I will let you find me, says the Lord.”

Jer 29:13-14

Christian spiritual direction is a pastoral 
ministry in which one Christian person 
helps another to

 �  pay attention to God’s 
personal communication

 �  respond to and grow in 

intimacy with God and

 �  live out the consequences 
of this relationship.

(Barry & Connolly, The Practice 
of Spiritual Direction, p.8)

A spiritual director may be helpful 
when you 

 � desire to deepen your 
relationship with God

 � seek a fuller meaning in life

 � wish to enrich your prayer

 � want to talk about your spiritual 
life with someone who will listen 
attentively 

 � are discerning where 
God’s Spirit is calling you.

To contact a Catholic spiritual director/
companion in the Christchurch 
diocese go to https://chchcatholic.nz/
pastoral/spiritual-direction

Those listed on this website will have 
completed a recognized course in 
spiritual direction. As members of 
their professional associations, they 
have ongoing formation, profession 
supervision and uphold codes of 
ethics that include confidentiality and 
safeguarding guidelines.

The initial meeting is an opportunity to 
discuss what you are hoping for and 
to consider practical arrangements for 
ongoing spiritual direction. 

Spiritual direction appointments are 
generally an hour and a contribution 
for this ministry is negotiated with the 
spiritual director, according to your 
circumstances. 

At any time, a spiritual direction/
companioning arrangement may be 
ended by either person.

in the DioCese

(03) 379 9940
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Your trusted legal experts
With over 90 years of experience we’ll quickly 
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everything to you in simple terms. That’s our job. 

• Banking
• Business
• Employment
• Estates

• Immigration
• Litigation
• Property
• Relationships

• Resource 
Management

• Trusts
• Wills

Call our friendly 
team today

(03) 379 9940
www.cavell.co.nz

Your trusted legal experts
With over 90 years of experience we’ll quickly 
get to the heart of your legal needs and explain 
everything to you in simple terms. That’s our job. 

• Banking
• Business
• Employment
• Estates

• Immigration
• Litigation
• Property
• Relationships

• Resource 
Management

• Trusts
• Wills

Call our friendly 
team today

(03) 379 9940
www.cavell.co.nz

Your trusted legal experts
With over 90 years of experience we’ll quickly 
get to the heart of your legal needs and explain 
everything to you in simple terms. That’s our job. 

• Banking
• Business
• Employment
• Estates

• Immigration
• Litigation
• Property
• Relationships

• Resource 
Management

• Trusts
• Wills

Call our friendly 
team today

(03) 379 9940
www.cavell.co.nz

Your trusted legal experts
With over 90 years of experience we’ll quickly 
get to the heart of your legal needs and explain 
everything to you in simple terms. That’s our job. 

• Banking
• Business
• Employment
• Estates

• Immigration
• Litigation
• Property
• Relationships

• Resource 
Management

• Trusts
• Wills

Call our friendly 
team today

(03) 379 9940
www.cavell.co.nz

Your trusted legal experts
With over 90 years of experience we’ll quickly 
get to the heart of your legal needs and explain 
everything to you in simple terms. That’s our job. 

• Banking
• Business
• Employment
• Estates

• Immigration
• Litigation
• Property
• Relationships

• Resource 
Management

• Trusts
• Wills

Call our friendly 
team today

St John the Baptist is the Patron Saint 
of both the Diocese of Christchurch 
and the Sovereign Military Hospitaller 
Order of St John of Jerusalem of 
Rhodes and of Malta. Unsurprisingly, 
the 900 year old Catholic Order is 
often abbreviated to the "Order of 
Malta", "SMOM" or the "Sovereign 
Military Order of Malta". The Order's 
mission is defence of the Faith and 
assistance to the poor. Four local 
Cantabrians joined the Australian 
Association of the Order in 2017. Since 
then numbers at regular events have 
grown.

Bevan Killick

sovereign Military order of Malta celebrates
the feast of the nativity of st john the Baptist

Whakakōingo o te Ngākau: The Yearning Heart
spiritual Directors, Catholic Diocese of Christchurch
The spiritual direction/spiritual companioning information here is from a leaflet produced for our church 
porches. Some people access this spiritual support regularly over several years, others for shorter periods of time. 
Throughout the world there continues to be an upsurge in people seeking spiritual formation and desiring to 
discover a deeper meaning in their daily lives. The diocesan website, under ‘Pastoral’, has a list of trained Catholic 
spiritual directors. 

spiritual Direction & spiritual Companioning

To learn more about the Order please refer to: https://www.orderofmalta.org.au.
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Like many in the community, our 
residents live active and varied lives 
and the messages of support have 
been well received during a time 
in which everyone was confined to 
the facility with limited access to 
activities.

We are pleased to report everyone 
is happy as things start to return 
to normal and we start to plan for 
community activities in a post-
Covid-19 world. Our wonderful 
volunteers are now back on site, 
providing practical and pastoral 
support which does so much to bring 
our resident-focussed model of care 
to life.

During the lockdown you may have 
noticed Theodore the bear making 
appearances on our Facebook Page, 

providing light relief for residents 

and those unable to visit their 

loved ones. You can spot more of 

Theodore at www.facebook.com/
hauoratrusthalswell.

St John of God Halswell residents
bear lockdown with support of Theodore

Bishop Paul recently led a professional 
development session for the Marian 
College staff, on the theme ‘Encounter 
with Christ’. This was a chance for all 
our staff to learn from Bishop Paul 
about what it means to encounter 
Christ in our daily lives. We discussed 
where we meet Christ; in Mass, in 
the many types of prayer, in times of 
stillness and quiet, and in the reading 
of the Gospels.

The focus was also on how we 
support Marian College students with 
opportunities for their own encounters 
with Christ. For staff at a Catholic 
school, this also involves being role 

models, building relationships within 
the school community, welcoming 
all, respecting individual dignity, and 
being forgiving in difficult times. Our 
students are so fortunate to be at 
Catholic schools, where they have 
the chance to see Christ in others and 
have the time to pray and reflect.

Bishop Paul used his teaching 
experience during the session to 
involve all the staff; he clearly has not 
forgotten these skills! We appreciated 
his time and good humour as always, 
and left with much to reflect on and 
bring to our personal and professional 
lives.

“our students are 
so fortunate to be at 
Catholic schools, where 
they have the chance to 
see Christ in others and 
have the time to pray 
and reflect.”

The caregivers and residents at St John of God Halswell would like to thank all in our community for your support 
during the lockdown.
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aRounD the PaRishes

On Thursday evening I joined our 
dynamic team of catechists as we 
sat with the parents of 84 children 
who are preparing for their first 
Reconciliation and Holy Communion. 
It was a great evening. Through prayer, 
teaching, testimonies and role-playing, 
we reflected on the remarkable 
treasure that Confession is in the life of 
God's people. There was meaningful 
engagement from everyone present. 
For me, it was energising just being 
among such good and open people.

On Friday morning six children from St 
Mary's school received the sacrament 
of Baptism with the loving support of 
the whole school community. Then 
in the afternoon I celebrated the 
marriage of Rebecca Rhodes and 
Ben Reidie in our chapel. It is always a 
special moment when a young couple 
declares their faithful love for each 
other before God, family, and friends.

This weekend we celebrate the 
baptism or reception into the Church 
of six adults and one child at the 
9.30am Mass. The adults will receive 
the sacrament of Confirmation and all 
will make their first Holy Communion 
at that Mass. The story of each of 
these new Catholics is unique and 
moving. Today is the culmination of a 
year-long process of discernment and 
formal study for them.

Within the next few weeks a further 
five children, this time from St Francis 
of Assisi School, will be baptised. In 
July we launch an Alpha programme 
for young adults here in the parish. 
Already, more than 20 young people 
have been identified as potential 
candidates for this programme. They 
come from many different walks of 
life - some are parishioners, some 
have already started journeying with 
us, others come from no particular 
faith. All want to bring faith to the big 

questions of life.

We have good news to share with the 
world. People are hungry to be fed 
with the hope and joy that belonging 
to Christ offers. The promises of this 
passing world will never suffice for 
those who want genuine answers to 
the deepest questions of life.

We need to be reminded that people 
are watching us. They are intrigued 
by those who practice their faith. It 
is our work to invite people onto a 
journey which has Jesus Christ as its 
destination.

This is the work of our parishes - this 
is the new evangelisation to which we 
are all being called. May the Holy Spirit 
make fruitful our efforts for the people 
to whom we reach out.

Fr Simon Eccleton 
Administrator

Seven people, who were received into the Church on 28 June, along with their sponsors, 
Administrator Father Simon Eccleton and Father Thanh Tran.

The Spirit is Moving

Five of the six adults who will receive the 
sacrament of Confirmation and make their first 

Holy Communion at Mass this weekend (28 June).

It was a significant moment for the 
new Cathedral Parish when we had a 
farewell morning tea and presentation 
to Max Broadbent, who retired at the 
end of June as the sacristan of the 
Cathedral after ten years. Not only did 
Max undertake the usual tasks of a 
sacristan in supporting the celebration 
of the Church’s liturgy, but he also 
oversaw the restoration, repair and 
cleaning of many of the treasures of 
the Cathedral over those years. We are 
the grateful beneficiaries of his work. 
Paul Eastwood-Williams, supported 
by his wife Sam, now takes over this 
work. We wish you a blessed and long 
retirement, Max!

Cathedral sacristan Max Broadbent retires

I am offering this snap-shot of Catholic life here in the final week of June. As we establish ourselves as the new 
Cathedral Parish, we are already seeing new initiatives of the Holy Spirit in our community. 
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Wednesdays at One
- A weekly feast of music at the Catholic Cathedral
373 Manchester street, Concerts begin at 1.10pm

The Cathedral Café opens at 12.45 to provide delicious and good value food.

Enjoy a delicious light lunch from the Cathedral Café and a weekly feast of 
magnificent music in the Catholic Cathedral or the CBS Music Centre.

Programmes (subject to change without notice)

July 22 Music Centre Peter Low & Kimberley Wood - Music by Purcell for harpsichord and voice

July 29 Music Centre Apollo Musicum & Associates - “On the Level” 
- a montage of music from iconic and local composers

Aug 5 Music Centre Helen Charlton & Chris Archer - Fauré, Beethoven, Bach and best of British Art Songs

Aug 12 Music Centre STAC Musical Showcase - Choral & chamber items from St Andrew's College

Aug 19 Music Centre Alice Kuo & Veronica van der Knaap 
- Mozart Fantasias, Schubert Allegro, Debussy Petite Suite

Aug 26 Music Centre Kilmarnock Edition - Celtic music from Christchurch’s popular folk group

Sept 2 John Linker - organ - Guilmant & Rheinberger: soulful sonatas from France & Germany

Sept 9 Christchurch Girls’ & Boys’ High Schools’ Orchestra 
- Harmonious high schools with maestro Michael Langdon

Sept 16 Yuri & Natalia M. Lomeiko - A Family Duo

Sept 23 Yifan Yang - piano - A remarkable young pianist from China

Sept 30 50’s Up Brass - Brass favourites for the sacred space

Donation $10 & $5, proceeds to the CBS Building Fund

AWARDS 2020
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by the Catholic Bishop of Christchurch

Deadline for next issue:  friday 28 august 2020
Contributions may be sent at any time to:

The Editor, PO Box 4544, Christchurch 8140.

Email: inform@chch.catholic.org.nz

www.chchcatholic.nz

like us on faCeBook              www.faCeBook.CoM/ChChCatholiC

“Bishop Paul officiating at Bishop Meeking’s burial service at Bromley cemetery.” 


