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We are living in uncertain times and this year has been the epitome of this. Yet in all of this 
uncertainty, we hold on to the things that do not change - God’s deep and abiding love of us and our 

desire to become more fully the people we were created to be, namely holy men and women.

Dear Brothers and Sisters in Christ

from the Bishop

These last couple of months have 
seen us moving from a sense of 
having things back under control to 
living again with the uncertainty of 
Covid-19 and its ability to transmit 
itself very quickly. In a world where we 
think that we have everything under 
control, this virus has shown us we 
do not. Even the best laid plans and 
strategies do not always come out the 
way we hope or expect them to. As 
a society, we are dealing with these 
realities and having to live with their 
consequences.

The same is true for us as members 
of the Christian community. We have 
once again been limited in our ability 
to gather together to praise God and 
to celebrate the sacraments of the 
Church. We have not been able to 
gather to bury our dead in the way 
we would want, weddings have been 
limited, even priestly ordinations 
have been postponed. We are not 
the masters of our own destiny all the 
time.

We would be foolish not to reflect on 
what this all means for us. We have 
had the chance this year to stop all 
of our activities and just be at home, 
to see what is really important in our 
lives. If we do this, then we realise 
that our relationships with people 
are key, that we can enjoy one 
another’s company without having to 
be constantly doing things. Children 
learnt again how to play at home, 
parents spent time together chatting 

and cooking and relaxing. We became 
aware of the need to keep in touch 
with those who were alone. We 
realised that watching TV all the time 
can get very dull and that there are 
other ways of being stimulated and 
energised.

We have had the chance to re-
examine our relationship with God. 
How much time do I spend in personal 
prayer, reading the scriptures, listening 
to or reading spiritual works, praying 
the rosary or other devotional prayers? 
If we are to be people of the Spirit, 
then we need to nourish it, allow God’s 
grace and the Holy Spirit to move in 
us, transform our hearts, or hone them 
if they have become dulled. Our faith, 
if it is to be alive and active, needs to 
be activated.

This is one of the hopes of our parish 
and diocesan renewal. A key goal is 
to have parishes where people are 
being assisted in growing in their 
faith life and experience on Monday 
to Saturday, as well as gathering on 
Sunday. As with all things it will only 
happen if each of us plays our part. 
None of it is possible if we don’t give 
of our time and energy, if we don’t 
volunteer for the variety of works 
that make up parish life. If we are 
just taking and not giving anything, 
eventually there will be nothing left 
to take. It begins with each of us 
striving for a conversion of heart, a 
strengthening of the practice of our 
faith, a setting of priorities for where 

our relationship with God and our 
participation in the life of his Church 
sits, in all the different components 
of our lives. If it is only the remnant 
of time that is given, the last priority, 
then it won’t be fruitful or abundant 
for ourselves or for others. Where we 
spend our time is where our heart lies.

This is a significant change for us in 
our thinking and acting. Our homes, 
our schools, our parishes are only 
going to be alive in faith if each of us 
becomes Spirit-filled. That can only 
happen if we allow it to. That is the 
challenge for us in this world of 2020 
and beyond. It is exciting and also 
scary, because without a conversion 
of heart we will not flourish individually 
and as God’s people, with the Good 
News of Christ that sets us free.

general election
We are preparing for our general 
election and you will be aware that the 
New Zealand Bishops have prepared 
a statement on the election in general 
and also on the two referenda. https://
www.catholic.org.nz/assets/Uploads/
Election-Statement-2020-web.pdf. 
This year, we have already seen 
abortion become available for all at 
any time, and now we are looking to 
have people 18 years or older able to 
end their lives if they have a terminal 
illness. This is a serious undermining of 
the very principle of life as a gift from 
God. It isn’t our life to take away. What 
is so tragic is that our society doesn’t 

“i have considered carefully about what might be able to be salvaged from the cathedral”
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seem to appreciate the undermining 
effect on the whole of life when we 
minimise the protection of life at all 
stages, from conception to natural 
death. The future of our country’s well-
being is tied up in this referendum 
and we have a duty to pray that it is 
not passed and to continue to talk 
with others about why we oppose it. 
There are a lot of good resources on 
our diocesan website which outline 
the various reasons for opposing 
the referendum, both those with a 
religious underpinning and compelling 
reasons which do not need to draw 
on religion. It would be good to be 
informed of these so you can speak 
this truth to others. This issue of Inform 
outlays many compelling reasons to 
say no to the End of Life Choice Act 
2019. We do not live in a world where 
everyone is free to decide what they 
like. We never have been and so it 
is important that we enshrine in law 
those things which protect us from 
harm. Euthanasia is a harm for any 
society.

cathedral of the Blessed Sacrament
You will be aware that our Cathedral 
in Barbadoes Street is in the process 
of being prepared for deconstruction. 
This is a difficult time for us to see 
this much loved and holy place being 
removed. Its walls have captured 
over 100 years of the faith life of 
people of the diocese. The decision 
to do this was a difficult one and the 
costs associated with it have been 

very large. This includes how much 
of what is still inside can be kept. I 
know it is a painful reality but I also 
know that we will create a new and 
worthy cathedral which will, in turn, 
have its own treasures for our time 
and beyond. We are people of faith 
and we will line this new cathedral 
with our prayers and sacred objects 
for our time, bringing with us the 
memories of our former cathedral, 
the beauty of which is recalled in this 
issue of Inform.

I have considered carefully 
about what might be able to be 
salvaged from the Cathedral. This 
has included discussion with the 
College of Consultors, the Diocesan 
Management and Finance Board and 
diocesan staff and looking at the cost 
associated in salvaging items. The 
demolition of the Cathedral will take 
approximately one year and during 
the opportunity to retrieve any items 
will be further considered as the 
demolition progresses.

Transition facilitator appointed
I am pleased to announce the 
appointment of Ms Siobhan 
Bergin as the transition 
facilitator for the diocese. 
Siobhan is a parishioner of the 
Christchurch South Parish, is 
chair of the Board of Trustees 
of Our Lady of the Assumption 
school and is on the Board of 
St Vincent de Paul. 

“The future of our country’s well-being is 
tied up in this referendum and we have a duty 
to pray that it is not passed and to continue to 
talk with others about why we oppose it.”

“i have considered carefully about what might be able to be salvaged from the cathedral”
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The ordination to the priesthood of Tang 
Phan will be celebrated on 10 October

She has had experience working in 
change management in her capacity 
as General Manager of Westfield Mall 
Riccarton. She is of Irish extraction and 
has three children. More recently she 
and her husband have been working 
in a food distribution company. 

Siobhan will begin in this role on 
12th October. She will be based at 
Cathedral House and we look forward 
to welcoming her.

prayer at the adoration chapel
One of the treasures of our diocese is 
the Perpetual Adoration Chapel at St 
Gregory’s Church in Bishopdale where 
the Blessed Sacrament is exposed 
and where people gather 24 hours a 
day to pray. It is a powerful witness 
to constancy of prayer, praise and 
intercession for the faith life of our 
diocese. We are always looking for 
people to commit to praying for an 
hour a week, so if you think that this 
might be a way for you to grow in your 
faith life and to contribute to the life of 
the diocese, contact Matt O’Connell 
(moconnell@cdoc.nz) and let him 
know of your interest. If you are not 
able to commit to a regular time, I do 

encourage you to go when it suits and 
spend some time there in prayer. The 
fruitfulness of Eucharistic Adoration is 
lovingly spoken about in this issue of 
Inform.

vocations
Despite Covid interruptions, we 
are looking forward all the more 
to celebrating the ordination to 
the priesthood of Tang Phan. All 
things being equal, his ordination is 
planned to take place on Saturday 10 
October at 11:00am in St Mary’s Pro-
Cathedral. Deacon Tang is the fifth of 
our seminarians from Vietnam to be 
ordained. We are very blessed to have 
these men in our diocese, committed 
to living and working for the spread 
of the Gospel in this part of the world. 
However, we must not expect people 
to come from elsewhere to minister 
to us without also asking our young 
men to consider whether or not God 
is calling them to priesthood. In a 
world where young people find it hard 
to commit themselves for life and 
where things of faith are not valued, it 
is important that we reiterate to them 
how important priesthood is for us and 

what a worthwhile calling it is. If we do 

not, then we will not be able to exist 

as a Church in the way we are used to, 

the Church we are called to be.

helping others
I know that with the effects of 
Covid-19 on the economy resulting 
in many redundancies, many of 
you are facing real difficulty. Our 
call as Christians is to care for our 
neighbours. For most of us, the costs 
associated with living are not able 
to be easily reduced. If you are in a 
position to help others in your parish 
or in the diocese, then please take 
the opportunity to do so. Your parish 
office or the diocesan centre are able 
to pass on this support.

Let us continue to pray to the Holy 
Spirit for guidance and strength to 
follow Christ and to be his witnesses 
in the world.

Yours in Christ,

+ Paul Martin SM

The Adoration Chapel is a way for you to 
grow in your faith life

“if you are in a position to help others in your parish or in the diocese,
then please take the opportunity to do so.”

BiShop’S office

Prayer to the
Holy Spirit

come holy Spirit,
fill the hearts of your faithful 

and kindle in them the fire of your love. 

v. Send forth your Spirit
and they shall be created.

r. and you shall renew the face of the earth. 

o, god, who by the light of the holy Spirit,
did instruct the hearts of the faithful, 

grant that by the same holy Spirit 
we may be truly wise

and ever enjoy his consolations, 

Through christ our lord,

amen.
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Among our features is a beautiful 
homily from Fr Michael Pui, given at the 
Month’s Mind Mass for Bishop Meeking 
in July. I was privileged to know Bishop 
Meeking as a good friend and guide in 
the faith. In his final months, he showed 
us how in death, life is changed, not 
ended, and that Christ gives complete 
dignity to our mortality.

With the tenth anniversary of the 
Darfield earthquake on 4 September 
and the deconstruction of our 
cathedral soon under way, we honour 
the Mother Church of our diocese for 
all she has meant to so many people 
over 105 years of Catholic life in this 
region and beyond. Among my archival 
recordings are the Days in the Diocese 
Mass in our cathedral on 11 July 2008, 
at which 1,500 pilgrims and their host 
families were present before 5,000 
crossed the Tasman for World Youth 
Day with Pope Benedict in Sydney. 
I recorded what became our last 
Midnight Mass in our cathedral in 2009 
and the last large Mass, the requiem 
for Fr Miles O’Malley on 31 August 
2010 at which 1,400 were present, but 
days before the doors were closed 
to public worship for the last time on 
4 September. It is a church in which I 
believe I could truly hear heaven.

We celebrate seven years of the 
Perpetual Adoration Chapel at 

Bishopdale. It is such a gift of 
prayer in these uncertain times 
and a wonderful consolation that 
prayer for us is unceasing before the 
Eucharistic face of Christ.

We ask you to deeply consider the 
consequences of euthanasia and 
assisted suicide becoming a reality in 
New Zealand. Along with many others, 
I have worked very hard against 
euthanasia because, as someone with 
a life-changing permanent disability, 
I know it will have consequences for 
people like me if the referendum 
is passed. Have no doubt that the 
legislation will inevitably then be 
broadened with many consequences. 
As our bishop observes in his editorial, 

it is “a serious undermining of the very 
principle of life as a gift from God. It 
isn’t our life to take away. Euthanasia is 
a harm for any society.” I plead with you 
to say “no” to the End of Life Choice Act 
at the General Election in October.

After you have read this Issue, 
please pass it on to others who may 
connect with a word or story from 
within its covers

In Christ,

Ken Joblin, Editor
Caitlin Godfrey, Assistant Editor

The diocesan website:

www.chchcatholic.nz
lists information about 
parishes, Mass times, 

diocesan news 
and events. 

Parishes, schools and 
church groups 
are welcome to 

advertise events.

Please email 
mstopforth@cdoc.nz

(03) 379 9940
www.cavell.co.nz

Your trusted legal experts
With over 90 years of experience we’ll quickly 
get to the heart of your legal needs and explain 
everything to you in simple terms. That’s our job. 

• Banking
• Business
• Employment
• Estates

• Immigration
• Litigation
• Property
• Relationships

• Resource 
Management

• Trusts
• Wills

Call our friendly 
team today

(03) 379 9940
www.cavell.co.nz

Your trusted legal experts
With over 90 years of experience we’ll quickly 
get to the heart of your legal needs and explain 
everything to you in simple terms. That’s our job. 

• Banking
• Business
• Employment
• Estates

• Immigration
• Litigation
• Property
• Relationships

• Resource 
Management

• Trusts
• Wills

Call our friendly 
team today

(03) 379 9940
www.cavell.co.nz

Your trusted legal experts
With over 90 years of experience we’ll quickly 
get to the heart of your legal needs and explain 
everything to you in simple terms. That’s our job. 

• Banking
• Business
• Employment
• Estates

• Immigration
• Litigation
• Property
• Relationships

• Resource 
Management

• Trusts
• Wills

Call our friendly 
team today

(03) 379 9940
www.cavell.co.nz

Your trusted legal experts
With over 90 years of experience we’ll quickly 
get to the heart of your legal needs and explain 
everything to you in simple terms. That’s our job. 

• Banking
• Business
• Employment
• Estates

• Immigration
• Litigation
• Property
• Relationships

• Resource 
Management

• Trusts
• Wills

Call our friendly 
team today

(03) 379 9940
www.cavell.co.nz

Your trusted legal experts
With over 90 years of experience we’ll quickly 
get to the heart of your legal needs and explain 
everything to you in simple terms. That’s our job. 

• Banking
• Business
• Employment
• Estates

• Immigration
• Litigation
• Property
• Relationships

• Resource 
Management

• Trusts
• Wills

Call our friendly 
team today

issue 124 - Spring 2020

Nga mihi nui
from the editorial desk

Welcome to Inform Issue 124, our Spring edition and my 30th 
as Inform Editor. This edition is very close to my own heart.

Inform Editor Ken Joblin playing the Organ at St Mary's Pro-Cathedral for Jubilate 2019
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Xavier College and Catholic Cathedral 
College Mass in our Cathedral - 
how blessed were we! Jesus Christ 
Superstar - John the beloved one 
- sold out concerts where we were 
able to take full advantage of the 
grandeur of the building - hours 
spent rehearsing and performing. My 
wife Karyn and I were married at the 
Cathedral. Our two girls were baptised 
there by Fr Rick Loughnan.

Mum would attend midday Mass 
- walking down from her work on 
St Asaph Street. My mum sang at 
our wedding with Jan on the piano. 
Mum sang often at the Cathedral - 
weddings, funerals, events. It was a 
special time. It was a part of our family. 
It was to become my chosen church.

I joined the Diocese to save this 
building! I joined to pay my respects 
to my late mother but also to save 
this building - I saw that as a massive 
challenge. It is emotional. I had one area 
inside the Basilica, top left as you faced 
the altar, that I used to focus on and I 
would often drift away in deep thought.

How blessed were we to have the 
Cathedral of the Blessed Sacrament 
in our lives. However, the earthquakes 

damaged this wonderful building. 
I’ve seen first-hand the energy and 
investment made to try and save 
our Cathedral, as its reputation and 
significance are well documented. 
The work done to save the Basilica 
over the last ten years is impressive 
and genuine. Sadly, the true cost was 
never guaranteed. As we know, the 
late Bishop Barry Jones had hoped to 
save the nave of the cathedral and then 
restore the building as money allowed. 
He capped the investment for the 
nave at $45 million. I know that simply 
was not possible, as I have seen the 
analysis and the options put forth.

When Bishop Paul Martin first mooted 
a central city location for the new 
cathedral, that emotion quickly turned 
to genuine excitement for the future. 
How good would it be to be present in 
the central city - think Chancery Lane 
but add real scale. I have never had any 
doubt that this was the right thing to do.

When our property manager Tony 
Sewell first mentioned the possible 
location, I was then even more excited 
- is this a possibility? Is this real? I know 
the Town Hall well, Victoria Square, 
The Piano, New Regent Street and with 
the Convention Centre under way, it is 

an impressive area for us to move to. 
Karyn and I used to meet up for Costa’s 
Souvlaki and sit by the river to have 
lunch. It is a beautiful part of our city.

I can’t wait to see the new Cathedral 
design and the impact it will have on 
our city. I have already seen first-hand 
the positive reaction to the idea of 
relocation and a new building.

So, today I mourn the loss of our 
beloved Basilica. How blessed are we 
to have these memories. We also have 
the excitement which comes with this 
bold move into the city to create a 
more vibrant community - to grow and 
strengthen our Catholic community 
and to serve others.

Cathedral of the Blessed Sacrament
At this time, I would like to recall and share some memories 
of the Cathedral of the Blessed Sacrament.

froM our dioceSan 
general Manager
- Andy Doherty

WE SPECIALISE IN:

Ph: 03 379 4014 www.eliotsinclair.com

Resource 
Management 
Planning

Land & 
Hydrographic 
Surveying 

Urban Design 

Civil, Structural 
& Geotechnical 
Engineering 

Landscape 
Architecture
 
Project 
Management
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“From a sudden and
unforeseen death,

deliver us O Lord”
Homily by Fr Michael Pui
Month’s Mind Mass for Bishop Basil Meeking, 22 July 2020

“Tempus Fugit: time flies.” It has been about a month since Bishop Basil died. He died at about midday on 
Thursday 11 June in Christchurch hospital. Liturgically, at least according to the New Zealand Ordo, he died on 
the feast day of St Barnabas. Technically however, he died on the Feast Day of Corpus Christi, because it was the 
Thursday after Trinity Sunday, the actual Feast Day of Corpus Christi (had it not been shifted to Sunday, as we do 
in New Zealand).

Some of you might think that my 
linking Bishop Basil’s day of death 
with Corpus Christi just highlights a 
nice ‘liturgical coincidence’. I see not 
coincidence. I see providence. I see 
providence because in his ministry, 
as a priest and as a Bishop, Bishop 
Basil strenuously taught, preached 
and gave example of the importance 
of the Eucharist and the priesthood. 
Hearing his homilies on the Eucharist, 
no one was ever left in doubt that 
the Eucharist is truly the Body and 

Blood of Christ, and that Our Lord 
is present Body, Soul and Divinity 

in the consecrated hosts. He 
also preached again and again 
the dignity of the priesthood, 
and how it is intrinsically 
intertwined with the Eucharist. 
Over and above his love of 
the Eucharist and the clarity 
of his teachings, I will forever 
link Bishop Basil’s day of 
death with Corpus Christi for 
another reason: He received 
his Last Holy Communion, 

his viaticum, his Corpus Christi, the 
morning of his death. Unknown to 
many, I celebrated Mass next to him 
at the break of dawn, emulating what 
he did for his good friend, Bishop John 
Cunneen, under similar circumstances 
10 years earlier. That morning, he 
received Corpus Christi in the form of 
a drop of the Precious Blood on his 
tongue.

Sometimes only with the benefit of 
hindsight or the passage of time do 
we see the hand of providence. I had 
at first lamented the timing of Bishop 
Basil’s health problems that led to 
his hospitalisation and ultimately his 
death. At first I thought the timing 
couldn’t have been worse as he 
was admitted to the Christchurch 
Hospital, with major bleeding in his 
brain, practically on the first day of 
Lockdown. As the doctors decided 
it was too risky at his age to perform 
surgery, he was eventually transferred 
to Burwood Hospital before being 
discharged to Nazareth House. There 
he spent several weeks in Lockdown, 

STRUCTURAL STEEL SUPPLY, FABRICATION & ERECTION SOUTH ISLAND WIDE

JJSTEEL.CO.NZPhone 03 366 8679
Email: admin@jjsteel.co.nz   frank@jjsteel.co.nz
18 Sir James Wattie Drive, PO Box 4241, Christchurch, NZ
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the first two in Covid-isolation and 
then the latter weeks with only 
one visitor from the outside world 
allowed to visit each week. Finally 
after nearly three months, when we 
came out of Lockdown, he was once 
again admitted into the hospital 
and this time expected to die within 
hours. What horrible timing and 
circumstance; or so I thought at the 
time. Yet, hindsight has led me to see 
the hand of providence in this too; the 
time of isolation and the reduction 
of visitors provided him with a time 
to contemplate, a time to pray and 
a time to prepare of his death. Of 
course, being “incarcerated” in a chair 
or confined to his bed, at times, led 
to frustrations, anger, and agitations. 
After all, only a few weeks earlier, he 
was still living the life of a very fiercely 
independent man. At 90 he was still 
driving, and he was due to fly to 
Melbourne for Holy Week to celebrate 
the Liturgy in the Extraordinary Form. 
And his routine used to include a 
yearly trip to the USA for the William 
Byrd Festival concert!. Bishop Basil’s 
not so good moments during his 

ordeal and time of trial were however, 
eclipsed by the times he was lucid and 
at peace. His best days were when 
we found time to speak of spiritual 
matters; of identifying with Our Lord 
in Holy Week, and of preparing for 
death. I remember telling him that he 
was preaching a homily on the Passion 
and the hope of the Resurrection, no 
longer with words, but with finding 
the right disposition to embrace 
the darkness of the Cross without 
losing sight of the great hope of the 
Resurrection. We discussed finding 
peace, and being ready, in the midst 
of experiencing abandonment, and 
experiencing the ‘dark night of the 
soul’, a phrase coined by St John of the 
Cross. Somehow, Our Lord’s own cry 
of “Eloi, Eloi, Lama Sabachthani” (Mark 
15:34) became for Bishop Basil no 
longer a third person perspective, but 
the first. We pondered together the 
depths of Good Friday with quiet tears 
on the phone. I remember quoting 
him an article he himself wrote not 
long after his retirement. I think it was 
published in the magazine AD2000. 
The article was titled: From a sudden 

and unforeseen death, deliver us O 
Lord. The title is an ancient Christian 
prayer, found in paragraph 1014 of the 
Catechism of the Catholic Church. The 
prayer speaks of the hope to be bless 
with time to prepare before dying. 
Bishop Basil’s own words in the article 
were:

“This present life is so important 
because it is the time of decision. Our 
eternal destiny is determined by the 
way we live and act now. These days 
of course we like to emphasise that 
human life, as the gift of God, has 
wonderful value in itself. Life is good 
and should be lived to the full. But it 
remains true that this life is the testing 
time, that how we choose to live it has 
dramatic consequences for our future.

The only real failure in a human life is 
to be caught unprepared for death. 
This of course does not mean that a 
person who dies suddenly necessarily 
dies unprepared. The important 
preparation for death is the way we 
live day by day. If we make a habit of 
recalling that we are going to die we 
are more likely to be prepared. By the 
kind of life we live, by avoiding sin, by 
the loving relationship we develop 
with God, by loving each other for His 
sake, we are getting ready for death.”

His short article filled only one page 
of the magazine, and it ended with 
these words: With the Church, I shall 
go on praying: “From a sudden and 
unforeseen death, deliver us, Lord.” 
With the benefit of hindsight I saw 
that God in His providence answered 
Bishop Basil’s prayer. Lockdown was 
a perfect time for him to prepare. And 
during his preparation, he expressed 
several times, the hope that God 
be merciful on him, and that he be 
granted eternal life with God. Our 
prayers for him today, at this Mass 
of Month’s Mind, and beyond, must 
include this hope.

Bishops Cunneen, Jones and Meeking 
on 4 October 2006

“May our prayers today, and beyond, 
help Bishop Basil to achieve the eternity 
with god he longed for and for which 
he witnessed and preached.”
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My homily would be incomplete if I 
were to leave out the legacy Bishop 
Basil left our Diocese and the Catholic 
Church in New Zealand and even 
beyond the boundaries of our country. 
After all, in retirement, he served in 
the Dioceses of Portland and Chicago 
for a few years. Also, unknown to 
many, he even had a home in the 
USA, having been “adopted” by the 
family of an Episcopalian Bishop, the 
Right Reverent Daniel Corrigan and 
Elizabeth his wife. He was like another 
son to them, and they came to his 
consecration in 1987. Recently when 
I tried to describe to someone what 
Bishop Basil was like as a bishop, I 
ended up drawing an analogy of the 
figures of two Popes in recent times. 
I started by describing Bishop Basil’s 
good friend, Bishop John Cunneen. 
I explained that Bishop John, in his 
goodness, generosity, and simple 
approach to life, cut a figure in our 
Diocese similar to what Pope St John 
XXIII cut for the Church Universal. 
Pope St John XXIII was referred to 
as the ‘Good Pope’, and we could 
easily call Bishop John, the ‘Good 
Bishop’ for our Diocese. If you could 
grasp this analogy, then Bishop Basil 
was to the Diocese of Christchurch, 
or perhaps even to New Zealand, a 
figure of what Pope Benedict XVI cut 
in the Universal Church. Benedict was 
a Pope who was refined in manners, 
well read, theologically sound, and 
a man of the Church who strived 
to uphold the mind of the Church. 
So was Bishop Basil. He and Pope 
Benedict both loved the beauty 
of the Liturgy. Both preached the 
hermeneutics of continuity of Vatican 
II, and expressed it in their love for 
both the Extraordinary Form and 
the Ordinary Form of the Mass. Both 
loved the finer things in life yet did not 
lose the common touch. Both also 
decided to be ‘Emeritus’ before their 
time. I think the reason for their early 

retirement was simple; figures such 
as theirs are like tall poppies, and they 
easily attract detractors and enemies, 
making their lives stressful. You may 
agree or disagree with me on this, but 
I am convinced, history will prove my 
analogy right.

When Bishop Basil was first admitted 
to the hospital on the night of 
Lockdown, I thought he was going to 
die then. I told him then that my prayer 
for him was that God would receive 
him into His embrace with the words: 
“Welcome good and faithful servant.... 
“Come and inherit for yourself the 
Kingdom prepared for you since the 
foundation of the world (Matt 252.34)”. 
But Bishop Basil was a strong man. 
He had outlived two younger bishops, 
and in a way, not surprisingly, despite 
his medical condition, he lasted three 
months. And even in his final leg of the 
journey, he defied the odds. When the 
doctors gave him hours, he hung on 
for four days. God answered his prayer 
and delivered him from a sudden and 
unforeseen death, and he was given 
time to prepare well. Finally when he 
breathed his last, I prayed again the 

same prayer: “May Christ welcome you 
with the words; ‘Welcome good and 
faithful servant....’ “Come and inherit for 
yourself the Kingdom prepared for you 
since the foundation of the world (Matt 
252.34).

May our prayers today, and beyond, 
help Bishop Basil to achieve the 
eternity with God he longed for and 
for which He witnessed and preached. 
May he be raised up on the Last Day. 
Until then, may he rest in peace.”

Fr Michael Pui

Bishop Basil had expressed a wish to 
me, and he also put it in writing that 
it was his wish to die at home at 190 
Brougham Street. In the last few days 
of his life, I had many meetings with the 
Palliative care team to do that, and he 
showed excitement after I told him we 
had won the battle to take him home 
to die. I am convinced that even though 
the goal of the victory was not fully 
executed, thwarted by the availability of 
the ambulance, he died thinking he was 
home.

Bishop Cunneen and Bishop Meeking at 
the former’s Episcopal Ordination on 
30 November 1992

Bishops Cunneen, Jones and Meeking 
on 4 October 2006
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The Cathedral of the Blessed Sacrament is located in the 
plains city of Christchurch, New Zealand. It was designed by 
Francis Petre, a New Zealand-born architect who designed 
over seventy buildings for the Catholic Church throughout 
the South Island. Consecrated in 1905, the Cathedral 
is regarded as one of his most significant projects, and 
is noted as one of the most distinguished neoclassical 
churches in the country.

Christchurch was established as an Anglican colony and the 
physical fabric and land ownership of the city still reflects 
this origin, with the Anglican cathedral in the centre of 
the city grid. The Catholic Cathedral, by comparison, was 
built toward the edge of the colonial city grid plan, with 
rail yards and gasworks nearby. Unlike many of the other 
typically dark grey volcanic stone buildings in the city, the 
Cathedral was built in an early form of reinforced concrete 
and clad in Oamaru stone, a light coloured limestone from 
approximately 300 kilometres south of the city.

On completion, the front façade of the building presented 
a row of columns flanked by two matching towers, one of 
which was a bell tower. The columns were surmounted 
by a balustrade with a niche surmounted by a cross in the 
centre, giving the structure a sturdy squared appearance. 
Deep columned arcades ran down the sides of the building 
to the transepts. The dome sat high beyond the transepts, 
on a sculpted base that contained the inner dome. A ring 
of tall windows encircled the upper dome structure, which 
was topped by a rounded copper dome roof and small 
cupola. In spite of its marginal location, the Cathedral was a 
significant feature in the city. Its unexpected and dramatic 
architectural form, its unusual white limestone cladding 
and its highly visible green oxidized copper dome all 
registered strongly against the cityscape and the wide open 
Canterbury sky.

The interior of the building was very generously 

proportioned and harmoniously organized. The nave was 
long and high, with wide lower columned arcades and 
equally wide columned upper galleries. Large windows ran 
along the outer walls at both levels, creating a wash of light 
throughout the layered volume of the building. At the end 
of the nave four massive piers defined the sanctuary and 
held up the colonnade of the inner dome. The interior of the 
cathedral was also lined with Oamaru stone, giving it a light, 
warm appearance.

In September of 2010 a large earthquake caused 
widespread damage to the city. The Cathedral suffered 
some structural damage, but was initially thought to 
be repairable. The following February brought a highly 
destructive aftershock, which was much closer to the city 
centre, much shallower, and more violent than the original 
earthquake. This caused widespread damage, particularly 
to much of the central business district, and to residential 
lands, especially those near rivers and cliffs.

Both of the city’s cathedrals were suddenly devastated, 
with the Anglican Cathedral losing its highly recognizable 
tower, and the Cathedral of the Blessed Sacrament losing 
both of its front towers, and suffering major structural 
impairment to the rest of the building and most particularly 
the dome. The dome was at serious risk of collapse, and the 
whole dome structure was systematically removed in the 
middle of 2012, leaving the rear of the cathedral completely 
open to the elements.

remembering through resonance
Some of my earliest memories of the Cathedral are of 
cycling through High Street, a diagonal that cuts through 
the city grid and, at a particular point where the diagonal 
met the orthogonal streets, suddenly seeing the majestic 
façade of the Cathedral. I could identify with the sense of 
surprise and intrigue mentioned by Shaw and Hamilton, 

“The scale and majesty of the façade
was quite unlike anything else in the city”

Excerpts from a paper for the Society of Architectural Historians, 
Australia and New Zealand, published in 2014

In June of 2012 the great green dome of the Cathedral of the Blessed Sacrament, sitting high above the city 
of Christchurch, NZ was carefully dismantled. It was taken apart following extensive damage from a series of 
earthquakes which felled the front towers, shattered much of the stonework, and left the dome vulnerable to collapse.

Cathedral Archives - Image 102 Cathedral Archives - at night
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as the scale and majesty of the façade was quite unlike 
anything else in the city. This vista was lost when the 
Christchurch Polytechnic built new facilities on its site that 
destroyed this powerful experience. The great green dome, 
however, was still visible from afar, riding the skyline in a 
way that dramatised the flatness of the city.

Beyond the more public experience of the building within the 
city, my personal knowledge of the Cathedral mainly draws 
on memories of being a member of the Cathedral Choir for 
a few years, during which time I visited the building on at 
least two occasions most weeks. The first was for an evening 
rehearsal in the choir room in the upper gallery of the North 
tower, and the second on Sunday for a further rehearsal in 
the choir room followed by the choral Mass, for which the 
cathedral choir, and, on every fourth week, the cathedral 
orchestra, sat in the choir loft, beside the main organ at the 
west end of the Cathedral, itself a continuation of the gallery. 
During the evening rehearsal we would generally enter 
the building from the north side arcade, into the darkened, 
echoing building, then ascending a small wrought iron 
spiral stair to the upper gallery, and enter the small choir 
room, which was small and high, roughly cubic, with two 
high arched windows. Packed with chairs for the 35-40 
members of the mixed voice choir, it was also inhabited by 
row upon row of pictures of pipe organs of Europe, giving 
the room an unusually crowded but lively character!

Frequently during the rehearsal break we would walk 
along the wide upper gallery toward the piers of the dome, 
one of which contained another spiral stair that was often 
unlocked. This allowed us to circle our way up to the inner 
dome colonnade, surmounted by an elaborate dome of 
pressed zinc tiles. From here we could look down directly 
on the sanctuary and the altar. Sometimes we were able to 
ascend up further above this level to the upper dome floor, 
from which we could look down through a small circular 
aperture to the sanctuary floor now far below, and also 
out to the city through the high many-paned windows that 
enclosed this space. The great chain holding the chandelier 
passed from the apex of the dome through the balustraded 
circular aperture, and down to hang over the altar.

During the choral Mass the choir generally sang from a 
choir loft in the upper gallery at the rear of the Cathedral, 
looking along the length of the nave to the sanctuary at 
the eastern end of the building. This position high at the 
back of the Cathedral meant that the choir sang suspended 
halfway up in the volume of the nave, in a unique position to 
appreciate the spaciousness of the building. The generosity 
of the nave and of these wide window-lit galleries and 
arcades gave the interior of the Cathedral a sense of 
grandeur, and also of lightness. It also created a distinctive 

and highly resonant acoustic quality, which in my mind 
seemed to be intensified or echoed by the warm glow of 
the light on the columns, walls and arches. Both light and 
sound seemed to reverberate through the interior, creating 
a space that was animated even when still.

The particular manner of my involvement with the 
Cathedral heightened my awareness of certain attributes 
of the building, as my primary encounter with the building 
was as a participant in a ritual for which the building had 
been designed and made an ambient encounter with the 
reverberant and lustrous effects of the building. Personal 
experience, filtered through an architectural training and 
academic framework can give an image, (or voice), to the 
particular qualities of this building that might otherwise not 
be evident from other forms of architectural documentation.

Visiting the ruined Cathedral, and seeing so many media 
images of its currently dismembered parts made me 
actively recall the experience of being in the expansive, 
reverberant space, and to deeply regret the loss of this 
elegant building.

Katrina Simon - University of New South Wales

Cathedral 02.13-4. Credit: Peter Fleming
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I have been enormously privileged 
as part of the Cathedral choir, to have 
sung not only in St Peter’s, but also in a 
number of other great cathedrals and 
churches in Europe and the Middle East.

The Catholic Church is blessed with 
a most magnificent musical and 
architectural heritage. It is both of 
these that have seen my journey 
back to faith. But the most important 
part has been the architecture and in 
particular the profound beauty and 
spirituality of the now sadly ruined 
Cathedral of the Blessed Sacrament.

Long before I knew about the choir, 
I would go in and just sit, enjoying 
the space and reflection that it 
provided me. My first visit took some 
courage on my part. I was raised 
in a loving Catholic family but had 
never personally felt any faith. In fact 
I considered myself a committed 
atheist. But I drove down Barbadoes 
Street a lot and was always awed 

by the external magnificence of the 
Cathedral of the Blessed Sacrament 
and curious as to what was inside.

I recalled attending, out of curiosity, 
a charismatic Mass there with my 
mother years earlier but the only thing 
I remember was feeling very out of 
place. So when I first went inside I 
had to overcome my own bias and 
a very real fear that someone would 
see me for the faithless person I was 
and unceremoniously boot me out. I 
snuck in and sat quietly at the back 
one lunch hour. It was the first of many 
such visits. The power of the columns, 
the openness and simplicity of the 
architecture, the beaten metal ceiling 
and of course the height of the dome 
set above the altar; I simply adored 
this building. I loved its beauty and 
grandeur. I loved feeling so small 
as I entered under the columns 
through the front doors. I loved being 
reminded of my insignificance and 

impermanence compared with this 
building. I loved its generosity and 
kindness. I loved contemplating that 
so many people had been in and were 
part of this building, had celebrated, 
mourned, prayed, existed - but all 
were transient compared with it. I 
loved its strength. And later when I 
joined the choir, I loved experiencing 
its incredible acoustic that could turn 
an ordinary choir into something really 
quite wonderful in praise of God.

It is surely the true power of a great 
building to lead us to contemplate 
our human existence. And it is most 
assuredly the role of a cathedral to 
lead our minds in contemplation of 
things greater than ourselves and 
thereby lead us to God. New Zealand 
is relatively faithless. I truly believe 
that The Church has a responsibility 
to create something substantial 
and timeless that is a beacon to all 
people, whether believers or not, of a 

As I’m writing this I’m watching a documentary on an ancient pilgrimage 
from Canterbury to Rome. The pilgrims have just reached their destination, 
St Peter’s Basilica, and are in suitable awe. I have been privileged, as a 
member of the Cathedral of the Blessed Sacrament Choir, to have sung 
in this majestic Basilica on several occasions including Midnight Mass 
in 1999. At the time, I did not have faith, but I love sacred music and its 
contribution to worship and I treasure this particular memory. 

The profound Beauty and Spirituality
of the cathedral of the Blessed Sacrament

My Response to God through its Architecture

Ordination of Bishop Barry, 2006. Credit: Peter Fleming
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higher existence, a building which is 
a proclamation of confidence in the 
existence of God, that is beautiful and 
awe inspiring and opens us to God. 
Not having this will only feed spiritual 
impoverishment.

I want to share two choral experiences 
I recall very vividly. Arriving late to an 
orchestral rehearsal of a Mozart Mass, 
I raced into the Cathedral and was hit 
by the most perfect sounding choral 
Mass. I had not known that we were 
so good! As I made my way up to the 
choir loft, I rather humbly realised that 
we weren’t, but that this sound was 
the power of the amazing acoustic of 
this dear Cathedral. Secondly, my first 
Easter singing the Liszt Via Crucis, a 
profoundly spiritual work, looking down 
to what seemed far below in the dark, 
people going around the Cathedral, 
venerating the different Stations of 
the Cross, I had the most peculiar 
experience of transcending time, 
travelling back to how it must have been 
centuries earlier in other cathedrals and 
into the future at the same time. The 
timelessness of religion. I never lost this 
sense singing in the Cathedral but I have 
never experienced this feeling in any 
other church in New Zealand.

I do not envy the Bishop and whoever 
will be privileged to be the architect 
of the new cathedral. Being trusted 
to design a building as important and 
public as a cathedral, to leave ego 
behind and think only of the needs of 
the faithful and especially the future 
faithful, must surely be as daunting as 
it is exciting. My prayers are with them. 
I pray for a welcoming and timeless 
building with a magnificent acoustic 
and the power to transport people to 
higher contemplation and thereby to 
God. Of course it will be different to 
my beloved Cathedral of the Blessed 
Sacrament. I look forward with hope.

Louisa Pilkington

By David Jones - Flickr: Roman Catholic Cathedral, CC BY 2.0, 
https://commons.wikimedia.org/w/index.php?curid=15134222

“i loved contemplating that so many people had been in and were 
part of this building, had celebrated, mourned, prayed, existed”
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chriSTchurch, 9 april 1934

A Fine Cathedral
claSSical archiTecTure

"In looking round the towns,” he said, 
“there were certain things that were 
missed in New Zealand. One missed 
a great deal of the architecture that 
was to be found in Europe. But there 
they had been working for about a 
thousand years. The things that were 
perhaps most worth looking at in 
Europe were the great churches. In 
New Zealand there were really no 
churches.”

"But when I came to Christchurch," he 
said, "I suddenly saw a building and I 
said to the Mayor, "What is that?" I was 
told that it was the Roman Catholic 
Cathedral. I said. "I will just have a look 
at that Cathedral."

He said that few of his hearers, 
probably, had travelled in Europe, 
and they had not therefore seen the 
productions of the Renaissance, which 
had given churches of great beauty. 
He quoted the work of Brunelleschi as 
combining the Gothic with the classic 
in most striking and beautiful manner.

"a neW Zealand BrunelleSchi."
"When I saw that Roman Catholic 

Cathedral of yours," he said, "I 

suddenly thought of Brunelleschi. 

Here was a classical style, and I went 

in and looked at it. There is something 

that you have in New Zealand - that 

you have really produced. You have 

produced a New Zealand Brunelleschi. 

You have the classical style with a 

convenient arrangement."

"It is not a mere copy, as I regret to 

state the Anglican Cathedral is. There 

is nothing new in that. It is academic. 

But the Catholic Cathedral is original 

and powerfully drawn. Why have I 

dragged in this? Not because I was 

bribed by the architect. I do not even 

know his name. But I went and looked 

at it and it produced that impression - 

they have a man here in New Zealand 

capable of doing that work, and what 

an awful time he must be having!"

"Just imagine! Suppose you yourself 

were born here, a New Zealand 

Brunelleschi, and your business was to 

produce cathedrals of that kind. New 

Zealand might make a great effort and 

give you only one cathedral to build. 

That is pretty hard lines. That man 

wants to be building cathedrals all his 

life. There should be cathedrals like 

that in every town in New Zealand." 

He advised New Zealand to proceed 

at once to build half a dozen such 

churches, "just to encourage this 

gentleman and keep him alive. I 

suppose," he said, "he is building little 

villas."

“If you are not religious enough to want more churches, then the sooner 
you get religion the better,” said Mr. George Bernard Shaw, when drawing 
attention at the civic reception today to the beauty of the Roman Catholic 
Cathedral in Christchurch. He declared that the building was one that 
compared with the productions of the Renaissance in Europe.

“it is not a mere copy, 
as i regret to state the 
anglican cathedral is. 
There is nothing new in 
that. it is academic. 
But the catholic cathedral 
is original and powerfully 
drawn.”
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Parish Pastoral Staff gathering

A small congregation on the West Coast is undertaking 
some big fundraising to restore the western wall of 
their beloved church. St Patrick’s in Ross is the oldest 
Catholic Church on the West Coast, having been 
completed 154 years ago, and is a Category 2 listed 
Heritage building.

The Church is usually maintained by the congregation’s 
own funds and efforts. However the impending work 
required is a much larger and more expensive task, and 
they have been hard at work fundraising to build up their 
own funds, which will assist them when they apply for 
further external financial assistance.

The schemes so far have included:

 � Sponsoring a square metre of the wall for $20

 � A Givealittle page 
(St Patrick’s Church Restoration Project)

 � ‘The Ties that Bind’ 
- A book on the history of the Church, available for $30

With future plans including raffles and other small efforts, 
the congregation is hopeful they will be able to meet the 
cost to complete these necessary repairs.

For further information, please contact Biddy Manera, 
Project Leader, St Patrick’s Church, Ross.

Big fundraising effort at St Patrick’s Church, Ross

Parish Pastoral Staff from throughout the diocese were delighted to gather together on 30 July for networking, support, 
fellowship and Mass celebrated by Bishop Paul Martin.

This was an opportunity to meet with the bishop to re-visit his vision as it is unfolding in the diocese. We discussed 
formation and support opportunities for our roles so that we can better serve our parishioners.

Lauren Butler 
Prayer and Worship Coordinator, North Parish
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“Two Shall Become One:
Called To Be Happy In Marriage” 

a Marriage retreat by fr arsène kapya at St peter chanel parish, Waimakariri

introduction: Why a retreat for couples?
Our life is a journey which, at times, needs a break to 
evaluate it. This evaluation is to be done in a spirit of prayer, 
guided by the Holy Spirit. For married people, it is good to 
look back and see how they have made their journey so far, 
how their married life is and how they see their future. Pope 
Francis can inspire them as he likes to say, “Look at the past 
with gratitude; live the present with passion and look to the 
future with hope”. It is a way of saying: be grateful for what 
you have achieved so far, apologise for the failures, and 
look for means to improve the rest of your married life.

1. Marriage in god’S plan
God created human beings as social beings. That is why 
He created male and female and put in them the need and 
the desire to get married and to form a family. Marriage 
is a divine institution and is an expression of God’s will for 
human beings. (Genesis 1:27-28; Genesis 2:24).

2. The Teaching of The church on Marriage
The teaching of the Church on marriage is based on biblical 
teaching and cannot contradict God’s will expressed in the 
Bible. That is why the Church stresses aspects such as: 
Love; Faithfulness; Marriage for life (divorce is not allowed 
in the Church); and Procreation.

“Those who get married, though they freely 
choose one another, are chosen by god”

(john 15:16)

The love between husband and wife is called to grow 
stronger everyday: today, more than yesterday, and 
tomorrow more than today. On love and faithfulness, 
Emeritus Pope Benedict XVI says it in a beautiful way in 
Deus Caritas est, 11. It is important to read it.

It is out of faithfulness to God’s will that the Church does not 
allow divorce in the Church: “What God has joined together, 
no human being must separate.” (Matthew 19:6).

3. creaTed for happineSS: Married for happineSS
God created us for happiness. He wants us to experience 
happiness in our lives. That is why, at the beginning of 
creation, He placed human beings in the garden of Eden. 
The garden is a symbol of happiness. Happiness can be 
achieved only when people are living according to their 
vocation. When people marry, they expect to experience 
happiness in their marriage. Each partner in the couple has 
the duty/responsibility to contribute to the happiness of the 
couple.

On Saturday 1 August, Fr Arsène Kapya hosted a Marriage Retreat, “Two Shall Become One: Called To Be Happy 
In Marriage”. It was a wonderful day for all who attended. Here are the highlights of one of Fr Arsène’s talks.
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The different aspects which I have mentioned above such as 
Love, Faithfulness, Marriage for life, Procreation... contribute 
to the happiness of the couple. The aspects of happiness, 
procreation, and Christian education of the children are well 
explained in the Catechism of the Catholic Church (CCC) 2362.

We are aware that our human existence is not perfect. At 
times, the gap between the ideal and the reality is so deep. 
Some people can experience a lack of happiness in their 
marriage. This can be a suffering for the couple because 
nobody gets married to experience unhappiness.

4. SoMe oBSTacleS To happineSS in Marriage
A denial of the difference of temperaments and characters. 
God created us different from one another. The difference of 
personalities needs to be accepted and integrated. To refuse 
to accept the other as different can cause unhappiness.

A lack of dialogue. People who live together should dialogue. 
A lack of dialogue can be a source of conflict and tension. 
Wife and husband need to talk in order to solve the problems 
which they face. In that dialogue, each needs to give the other 
the space to freely express himself/herself. Without dialogue, 
some people experience solitude in their common life. The 
use of jackal language destroys the spirit of dialogue.

A lack of sharing with a trustworthy, prayerful and 
experienced person. When suffering is shared in a 
confidential way, though it is not solved, those who share 
feel relieved and can experience new energy for their 
journey into life. When suffering is too heavy, it can burst 
and break a marriage.

Comparison: each person needs to be accepted for who 
and what they are without comparing them to others. 

Nobody is perfect. People need to accept one another the 
way they are. At times, some people, without expressing it 
to their wife/husband, keep comparing them to a former 
relationship. Some think that their happiness is in the past, 
in that relationship. What a mistake! Happiness is not 
outside the couple. It is in the couple.

A workaholic attitude. Some people work too much and 
give more time to their work than to their spouse and family. 
Some are staying too long on the computer, others on the 
phone, some others spend time watching TV. Married people 
are called to give more time to their husband/wife/family.

5. WayS of happineSS
To pray together as a couple helps to strengthen the love 
which is there.

Positive reciprocal attitude toward husband/wife. It is 
important to appreciate the good in the other person, and 
not to focus on others negative aspects.

To be able to apologise and to forgive (Col 3:12-17).

To promote harmony in the couple.

To go for a walk together. It is good from time to time that 
the couple may leave everything and go for a walk together.

To meet other people. Married people should not live in 
solitude as a couple. They need to meet other couples. 
Meeting others will inspire the couple in different ways.

conclusion
When Jesus was asked whether it was lawful to divorce, He 
answered with reference to the original plan of God. Married 
people are invited to constantly remember the original plan 
of God for them. God wants them to be happy. Let each one 
contribute to that true happiness.

Committed to Rebuilding and Strengthening Catholic Facilities in Christchurch

www.hannbuilt.co.nz - 03 344 5951
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perpeTual adoraTion

Perpetual Eucharistic Adoration began in the Christchurch 
Diocese on 30 June 2013 at St Gregory’s Chapel in 
Bishopdale. Recently the chapel celebrated seven years 
since it was opened. Perpetual Adoration is where Jesus in 
the Blessed Sacrament, is exposed in the monstrance on 
the altar 24 hours a day, seven days a week. 

Currently we have nearly 300 people signed up to adore 
the Blessed Sacrament every week in the chapel even 
throughout the night. What a wonderful gift it has been 
and remains for the diocese. For seven years, day after day, 
night after night, people have come to the little chapel at 
St Gregory’s to adore Jesus in order to grow closer to Him.

Why should i consider signing up?
Our faithful Eucharistic adorers are growing older and 
we need more people to become committed adorers. As 
Diocesan Coordinator, I am always trying to encourage 
people to sign up;

a) because I think it is awesome, and

b) because we need more adorers.

naturally people will ask why should i sign up for an hour, 
what’s in it for me?
Every person longs to be happy, fulfilled, peaceful and 
content. The world offers many ways to help us but they 
never do. I know because I tried out many of these things 
and they made me feel even more unhappy. St John Paul 
II once said to young people that “It is Jesus you seek 
when you dream of happiness ... He is waiting for you 
when nothing else you find satisfies you”. It was only when 
I gave my life to Jesus Christ that I discovered this deep 
happiness. I have spent hours in Adoration over the past 20 
years and I am convinced that encountering Jesus in the 
Blessed Sacrament has transformed my life. Check out the 
rest of the information on this page and please do contact 
me if you wish to sign up or even just ‘come and see’.

Matt O’Connell (Diocesan Perpetual Adoration Coordinator)

Can you help fill a gap?
For a Perpetual Chapel to remain open, and operate 
successfully, people must sign up to cover every hour 
in the week. As it is a requirement of the Church that 
the Blessed Sacrament is never left unattended, every 
hour must be covered by a rostered adorer. At the 
commencement of the chapel it was our aim to have 
two people signed up for every hour. This covers people 
who forget, sleep in, who are sick or even get a flat tyre 
on the way to the chapel! At the moment the roster is 
very fragile with over 100 hours during the week where 
there is only one person signed up. We can’t rely on 

visitors as we don’t know when they come and how long 
they stay for.

We have many hours requiring a second adorer. If you 
feel that you could sign up to adore once a week it 
would be greatly appreciated. We have a very good 
system in place to ensure a substitute if you can’t make 
it. Please contact me if you have any questions or for 
more information. Thanks so much and God Bless.

Matt O’Connell (Diocesan Perpetual Adoration Coordinator) 
chchadoration@gmail.com, 027 536 9407 or 03 366 9869

“There are particular graces reserved 
for souls who keep watch before my 
eucharistic face during the night. 
Those who pray by night imitate My own 
night watches of prayer to my father...
you will discover that there is clarity and 
a peace in nocturnal prayer that i do not 
give souls at other times...

- Sinu jesu: When heart Speaks to heart
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Did you know?

approx number of candles used 
every year on the chapel altar 3,494

Thousands of prayer 
intentions have been in left 
in front of the monstrance 
in the prayer intention box

244 people are 
rostered to adore 
for an hour or more 
each weekperpetual 

adoration
commenced

June
30

2013
105,099 holy hours 
have been made since 
then excluding visitors

1. Grow closer to Jesus. “The purpose of a Holy Hour 
is to encourage deep personal encounter with Christ. 
(Venerable Fulton Sheen)

2. “It is the best time we will spend on earth.” 
(St Alphonsus Liguori.)

3. “It is Jesus in fact that you seek when you dream of 
happiness”. “He is waiting for you when nothing else you 
find satisfies you.” (St Pope John Paul II)

4. A quiet place to hear the voice of God. St Faustina wrote 
that “in order to hear the voice of God, one has to have 
silence in one’s soul”. Fr John Tauler OP wrote that to hear 
the voice of God, “that fatherly, whispered, secret word, 
uttered in the inmost depths of your soul ... you must be 
deaf to all the roar of the world without, and hush all the 
voices of your own inner life”.

5. Responding to Jesus’ call to spend one hour with Him. 
The only time Jesus asked anything of the apostles was 
when he was in the Garden of Gethsemane and He asked 
them to spend one hour with Him. He asks His disciples 
today to spend time with Him. (Venerable Fulton Sheen.)

6. Everything starts with prayer. Fr Jacques Philippe writes 
that “all the great spiritual renewals, and even the renewals 
of society, begin by renewals of prayer”.

7. Praying for others. St Alphonsus Ligouri said “that those 
who visit Jesus in the Eucharist will obtain a more abundant 
measure of grace”.

8. Your commitment allows others to pop in. Each week 
many people pay a visit to Jesus present in the Adoration 
Chapel.

9. Unload your burdens and receive rest. Jesus stated 
“Come to me, all you that are weary and are carrying heavy 
burdens, and I will give you rest” (Matthew 11: 28).

10. Miracles. Fr John Hardon SJ said that for Jesus to ‘work 
miracles’ in our lives, in the lives of others, and in the world, 
we should “come to Him in Adoration and confidently beg 
him to give the graces that we so desperately need”.

“To commit myself to spend one 
hour a week in the presence of jesus 

was one of the best commitments i 
have made of recent times. a time 
of stillness, contemplation, peace 

and reflection has made a difference 
to my life. i have grown more in 

closeness to jesus. i feel more at 
peace in my life”. - adorer
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Now, the life of the apostolate of the 
Community looks set to flourish into a 
fully living Marian Sanctuary, complete 
with the Fourvière Retreat House and 
Chapel, the new and beautiful Shrine 
to Our Lady, Mother of the Light, which 
was opened by Bishop Le Gal of Lyon 
and Bishop Paul Martin of Christchurch 
in December 2019, and a brand new 
visitors’ centre or “pilgrim shelter” 
known as the “12 Stars”, complete with 
a lovely picnic area, due to open in 
early November 2020.

Pope Francis recently expressed 
his sincere wish that Marian shrines 
become more and more “citadels 
of prayer, centres of action for the 
Gospel, places of conversion, pillars of 
Marian piety”.

Director of the Sanctuary of Fourvière, 
Michael Loretz, says he wants the 
Sanctuary to be a place where 
families, individuals and groups can 

come for rest, spiritual renewal, times 
of prayer, Eucharistic Adoration, Mass, 
feast day events, picnics, coffee, and 
much more. “I want our visitors to 
be inspired by the story of the first 
missionaries to Oceania, meet the 
Community of the Beatitudes which 
is a living community of priests, 
consecrated sisters, and lay people, 
and encounter Mary and Jesus in this 
special place”.

A further planned addition to the 
Sanctuary is the new “Te Ara o te 
Marama” Heritage Mission Trail, an 
educational and contemplative walk 
through Mary’s Garden. The trail, which 
translates in English to “The way of the 
Light” begins at the shrine to Our Lady 
and takes pilgrims on an historical 
journey through the centuries marking 
out the route by which the Good News 
of the Gospel came to the Pacific and 
to the shores of Aotearoa.

Fourvière Set to Become a Sanctuary -
a Centre for the Gospel in Action and a Pathway to Evangelisation
For more than two decades, the Community of the Beatitudes has shared their beautiful life of prayer, offering 
retreats to pilgrims from far and wide and accompanying individuals, groups, and families as they encounter Jesus 
and Mary at the Leithfield monastery, otherwise known as “Fourvière”, 40 minutes north of the Christchurch CBD.

(Above) An excited Sr Therese of the Beatitudes
(Below) The group pledging themselves before the statue of Our Lady
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Along the way, statues, carvings, 
seating and displays will help visitors 
to the sanctuary be inspired by the 
first missionaries and martyrs of 
France and their devotion to Mary, and 
to learn about the huge missionary 
flourishing that came from Fourvière 
in Lyon in the 19th century. This was a 
time when, out of Fourvière, many new 
orders emerged and many “Sons and 
Daughters of France” took up the call 
to spread the Gospel to the ends of 
the earth.

Among the first missionaries to 
Oceania, were St Peter Chanel SM, 
the Venerable Mother Suzanne 
Aubert (foundress of the Sisters of 
Compassion) and of course Bishop 
Pompallier, all of whom have strong 
connections to Fourvière. The trail 
will have special places to honour 
each of these and many of the other 
missionaries, places and events that 
advanced the mission of the Church in 
New Zealand and the Pacific.

In July, the staff and community at 
Fourvière in Leithfield welcomed 
brothers and sisters from various 
Marian congregations linked to the 
Sanctuary of Fourvière in Lyon. They 
came to commemorate the pledge 
made in July 1816, to Our Lady of 
Fourviere, by the first Marists and the 
dedication made by Pompallier, St 
Peter Chanel and their companions 

in 1836 before they embarked on 
their voyage to Oceania and New 
Zealand.

Representatives of the Missionary 
Sisters of the Society of Mary, the 
Daughters of Our Lady of Compassion, 
the Sisters of Our Lady of the Missions, 
and the brothers and the priests of 
the Society of Mary, all congregations 
strongly linked to Fourvière, were 
present at the Shrine of Our Lady, 
Mother of the Light in Leithfield 
to make a new pledge to Mary to 
continue to bring the light of the 
Gospel to the people of Aotearoa.

Sr Thérése of the Community of 
the Beatitudes says she hopes that 
the ‘Te Ara o te Marama’ Heritage 
Mission Trail will inspire the people 
of the Diocese of Christchurch and 
beyond to respond to God’s call to be 
missionaries in our own families and 
communities and to bring the light of 
Christ into this darkened world by the 
holiness of our lives.

The ‘Te Ara o te Marama’ Heritage 
Mission Trail and the ‘12 Stars’ Pilgrim 
Shelter will be completed before this 
year’s annual “Festival of Lights”, to be 
held on Saturday 5 December. The 
Festival of Lights is a continuation of 
an annual tradition in Lyon, of lighting 
candles for a Marian procession 
close to the feast of the Immaculate 
Conception. Bishop Paul Martin will 
celebrate Mass at 6pm, followed by a 
BYO picnic dinner, a beautiful Marian 
procession and Adoration of the 
Blessed Sacrament through the night. 
As always, this will be a wonderful 
celebration and a fantastic opportunity 
for the whole family to experience the 
Sanctuary of Fourvière.
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For more information about the Sanctuary of Fourvière, and to contribute 
to the developments at the Sanctuary, please contact Michael Loretz on 
021 825 955 or email director@fourviere.nz.

(A Sanctuary is a high place of spirituality which serves as a refuge of faith, a 
welcome to take a step back from the vagaries of life and a territory where charity, 
forgiveness, humility and peace are under high protection (Minute de Marie))

Fr Gregoire examining the plans for 
the Mission Heritage Trail

“i want our visitors to be inspired by the story of the 
first missionaries to Oceania, meet the Community of 
the Beatitudes which is a living community of priests, 
consecrated sisters, and lay people, and encounter 
Mary and jesus in this special place”

- Michael loretz, director of the Sanctuary of fourvière
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Born in Ashburton in 1927, the fourth 
of six children, her Catholic faith was 
well nurtured by her parents, Mortimer 
and Margaret Hurley and supported 
through her Catholic primary and 
secondary education with the Sisters 
of Our Lady of the Missions, the 
congregation she eventually entered.

After her religious profession, 
Barbara began her culinary mission 
for sisters and boarders. She was a 
very professional caterer and in the 
tradition of the Foundress, Euphrasie 
Barbier, she recognised that cooking, 
as an integral part of the mission of the 

sisters, needed that vital ingredient - 
love. She was instrumental, together 
with Mercy Sister, Monica Iredale, in 
forming an ecumenical Food Service 
Group. An enduring bond of friendship 
was formed among its members.

When Vatican II enabled new 
initiatives for mission for religious 
sisters, Barbara became part of the 
CCD team of the Cathedral Parish. She 
had a natural aptitude for imparting 
the faith to children through lively 
and interesting classes. She later 
continued this mission of Religious 
Education with the children of the 

Samoan community. Generations of 
children and their parents remember 
their beloved Sr Barbara.

One of her enduring gifts was her ease 
in relating with others be they children 
or adults, rich or poor, be it in Rome 
where she was missioned for some 
years, or during her brief mission in 
Samoa where, with limited knowledge 
of language, she related deeply with 
the language of the heart.

This language of the heart continued 
during Barbara’s years as pastoral 
worker to the Samoan community of 
the Cathedral Parish. She continued 
this mutually enriching ministry for 
more than 20 years, up to a week 
before her death. She took great 
pride in being one of the prime 
movers of the establishment of the 
Samoan Centre and the Early Learning 
Centre, Tafesilafai’i, both of which 
continue to be places of gathering for 
nurturing faith and cultural values of 
now four generations of the Samoan 
community. Barbara’s Vigil and 
Requiem were fitting tributes, by the 
Samoan Community, her family and 
friends, and her Mission Sisters, of her 
place in their hearts. May she rest in 
peace.

Sister Barbara hurley rip
Religious of Our Lady of the Missions

Sister Barbara Hurley died peacefully in Nazareth House on 5 July 
2020. She was recognised by all who knew her as a strong, practical, 
generous, wise and happy woman whose love for Jesus clearly 
shone through her, enlivening her relationships with others. She was 
also known for her great love of the Eucharist, for devotion to Mary, 
especially through the Rosary and for her fidelity to the Morning and 
Evening Prayer of the Church. Barbara knew how to laugh at herself, to 
share a joke, to let go of hurts and move forward positively.

Sacred Heart College Ashburton
As lunch was postponed on the Feast of the Sacred Heart 
because of Covid-19, it is now planned to be held at Hotel 
Ashburton on Thursday 15 October 2020 at 12.30pm. We’d 
love to share memories with many former students.

Enquiries and registrations of interest to Mary Schmack 
🕿03 93 2 7502 or mdsmck2 7@gmail.com

Note: The Committee will meet before lunch so if you would like any 
matters to be discussed please let Mary know beforehand.

Advance Notice: The major reunion, celebrating 50 years since SHC 
was closed, will be celebrated on Labour Weekend 2021.

“She had a natural aptitude for imparting the faith to children 
through lively and interesting classes...generations of children 

and their parents remember their beloved Sr Barbara.”
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Sr Enid contributed to the works of 
the Sisters of Mercy both by her very 
presence and by her generosity in so 
many areas. Enid taught in primary 
and secondary schools in Timaru, 
Greymouth, Hokitika and Christchurch. 
She shared her love of God readily. 
Past students comment on her gifts 
in helping them understand their 
learning and grow in confidence.

When Enid was missioned to Tonga 
in 1982, her role was to develop the 
Takuilau College library, but she was 
constantly sought after by students for 
help with their schoolwork, especially 
with maths. Because of her age 
and grace, she was in demand also 
by adults for advice for prayer and 
sometimes simply for her presence 
on important occasions. Among the 
sisters, Enid was always a welcoming 
presence as others arrived home. She 
was also a great letter writer and in 

those days before there was access 
to email, she was more than generous 
with her time as a correspondent for 
the community in Tonga.

On her return to New Zealand, Enid 
was part of the Papanui parish, visiting 
people and supporting St Joseph’s 
students. Then, after spending some 
time at Mercy House, she moved 
to Nazareth House and was among 
those residents who, at the time of 
the earthquakes, experienced an 
emergency transfer to Stoke. She 
returned first to Middlepark Rest 
Home, then eventually to the new 
Nazareth House.

In various churches and chapels both 
here in New Zealand and in Tonga, her 
lovely hardanger altar cloths are to 
be seen gracing altars. Enid certainly 
spent herself in the service of God. 
There were no half measures with her 

for every task was completed lovingly. 
She was recognised as a woman of 
prayer and loving compassion.

Kia okioki ia i runga i te rangimarie, 
May Enid be at peace.

“His Will is our peace”
Shorter summary of Tribute for Sister Enid Lagan RIP, Prepared by Sister Bernadette Fitzgerald RSM

Sister Enid Lagan RSM (Sr M Gregory) who died on 18 April 2020 is remembered as a person of warmth and 
loving-kindness. She was professed as a Sister of Mercy in 1947 taking the motto “His Will is our Peace”.

“In Thy Strength, O Lord”
Shorter Version of Tribute for Sister Mary Boyes, prepared by Sisters Mary Catherwood and Anna Clarke

Sister Mary Boyes RSM who died on 26 April 2020, is remembered as a person of integrity and compassion. 
She was professed as a Sister of Mercy in 1961, taking the motto “In Thy Strength, O Lord”.

Mary's natural gifts were nurtured 
by family and in her living of Mercy 
life. She was warm, generous and 
known for her hospitality. She 
contributed significantly to the 
Mercy Congregation as a community 
member and in positions of 
responsibility. The words of a song 
that touched her heart expressed her 
desire for God and were a mantra of 
her life: "Pour out compassion and 
mercy from the depths of your heart."

In her early ministry, Mary served 
our diocese as a teacher and school 
principal. She bore the burden of 
closing small schools or handing them 
over to diocesan administration. After 
training as a guidance counsellor she 
went to Roncalli College and then to 
Verdon College. She assisted young 
people to draw on their own inner 
resources as they prepared to face the 
challenges of life.

In the last fifteen years of ministry, 
Mary worked at St John of God 

Hospital in the role of Chaplain. Mary 
related compassionately and skilfully 
to residents, their families, members 
of staff and support personnel 
as they faced the challenges of 
significant life events, including 
disability, illness, suffering and 
death. By her presence and through 
fostering openness to wholeness 
and ritual, Mary created 'sacred 
spaces' for others to be at peace 
with themselves and God.

When Mary knew she was dying 
she wrote - 'What matters to me 
is my life as a Sister of Mercy - my 
chosen vocation, my spiritual life, 
prayer and the sacraments. I am 
grateful for the love and care I have 
received from my family, friends and 
religious congregation. I want my 
family to know that I love them and 
am grateful for the love, kindness 
and support I have received. I thank 
my congregation for the privilege of 
belonging to such a wonderful group 

of women and for the part they played 
in my life'.

Sister Mary Boyes was loved, 
respected and now remembered with 
gratitude.

Kia okioki ia i runga i te rangimarie, 
may she be at peace.



24

young adulTS

This thought struck me, as I was 
chatting to our Mission Team and some 
of our CYT staff, and listened to the 
amazing work they are doing in our 
communities. They have been busy 
with more school retreats, helping local 
youth workers with their programmes, 
preparing material for our Virtual Youth 
Ministry Conference and for our Antioch 
youth camp. How many blessings 
our communities receive from these 
awesome young people.

The four wonderful young women on 
Mission Team this year are a beautiful 
example of the sacrifice and gift of 
service that young people have been 
making in our region for many years. 
These young people set aside part 
of their year to give their time, gifts 
and talents to connect with our young 
people, accompanying them and 
proclaiming the Good News in word 
and living witness.

Our Mission Team and other young 
volunteers assist our CYT staff in running 
our major events and programmes 
as well as youth programmes and 
retreats in our communities and 
schools. Every year they help us 
connect with thousands of young 
people, sharing God’s transforming 
love and hope with them. They plant 
the seeds of the Gospel which, with 
the grace of God and the work of 
others in the mission field, will bear 
fruit that will lead to eternal hope and 
life. This goes on behind the scenes.

Our youth workers, parish volunteers, 
families, priests and religious 
accompany them in this mission field. 
They walk with our young people 
as they struggle on through the 
challenges life throws at all of us in 
our teenage years. Covid-19 is an extra 
challenge in 2020. Our Christchurch 
teams journeyed with our youth and 
faced the aftermath and trauma of 
earthquakes, the Mosque shootings 
and most recently the Covid-19 
pandemic. If I had to sum up what I 
see in these young people, it would be 
“courage, fidelity, perseverance and 
resilience”.

With the support of the diocese we 
give them the resources, training, 
formation and support we think they 
will need, but life is messy and the 
mission field is even more so. It is only 
by grace and their personal ‘yes’ every 
day that they can do this wonderful 
work behind the scenes in our 
communities.

So why do they do it? There are a 
multitude of answers. Each of them 
has experienced God’s call in their 
lives and are responding to it. Each has 
experienced a blessing or the living 
witness of the Gospel delivered by 
others in the mission field. I love this 
quote from Pope Francis, “Mission is 
never the fruit of a perfectly planned 
programme or a well organised 
manual. Mission is always the fruit 
of a life which knows what it is to 

be found and healed, encountered 
and forgiven. Mission is born of a 
constant experience of God’s merciful 
anointing.”

Please join me in supporting and 
giving thanks for the many young 
people who have served and will 
serve our community in the past, 
present and future. Please pray 
for them as they go on to become 
key young leaders in our Catholic 
communities throughout the country, 
or to serve in other ways as wonderful 
members of our society. I especially 
acknowledge the service and hard 
work of Talia Steiner who began as 
a Mission Team member in 2017 and 
has just finished in her role as Mission 
Team Coordinator. She worked with 
great energy to improve the formation, 
systems and support we give to our 
young missionaries.

If you know of young people who 
might be open to the call of Christ and 
path of ministry and mission, please 
encourage them to consider applying 
to train and serve on our CYT Mission 
Team in 2021.

Matthew 9:38 “The harvest is plentiful 
but the labourers are few, therefore 
pray to the Lord of the harvest to send 
labourers into his harvest.”

James Bryant 
CYT Manager

Sometimes we take the everyday or out of sight for granted. We can forget to stop and 
give thanks for the extraordinary things others do for us every day. Think of the myriad 
of things our parents or carers do for us as we grow up, or those who maintain our essential services. Thank God 
for all of these people and the way God blesses us through them. We certainly notice when they are not there.

giving Their ‘yes’ every day

young adulTS TournaMenT day
The first ever CYT Young Adults Tournament Day was held in late June. The day consisted of fellowship and some creative 
‘sports’ games between around 30 young adults. The day was thoroughly enjoyed by all, and we look forward to the next event!
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The Power of a Story can be Life Changing

On 6 August 1945, Hiroshima became 
the world’s first location where nuclear 
weapons were used in warfare. 
Three days later, a plutonium bomb 
was exploded above Nagasaki. In 
Hiroshima alone, it has been estimated 
that around 80,000 people died 
immediately from a single atomic 
bomb. Despite the passing seventy-
five years, nine countries remain 
nuclear armed. These weapons pose 
a threat to global peace. Not only do 
they have serious immediate impacts, 
they also cause long lasting physical 
and emotional trauma.

I had the privilege of speaking with 
sixteen individuals who contributed to 
my research. I aim to bring humanity 
back into the discussion of nuclear 
weapons and allow hibakusha, their 
families, and professionals to share 
their experiences and perspectives of 
these weapons. In order to create a 
better future, I believe we must learn 
lessons from the past.

Included is an image of a blouse my 
family purchased to symbolise one of 

many stories shared in this research. 
One participant shared his story, about 
which this image became a reminder 
of his sibling’s death and the pain that 
the atomic bombing caused.

Christchurch is a peace city. On 9 
August a memorial ceremony for 
Hiroshima and Nagasaki was held in 
the Botanic Gardens. It was beautiful 
to see people coming together for 

peace. I implore you to take some time 
to learn about nuclear weapons and to 
listen to the experiences of those who 
have experienced them first-hand. To 
quote one of my interviewees, there 
is a hope that there will be, “No more 
war, no more hibakusha.”

Olivia Shiimasaki 
Pastoral Chaplain, Marian College

Five years ago, during one of my undergraduate degrees, a guest lecturer visited the course to speak about how 
nuclear weapons were related to environment, development, and disaster. Hearing stories of people who had 
experienced these weapons, stirred in me a desire to learn more, share their experiences, and educate others. 
My qualitative study focuses on the collection of oral histories and interviews from Hiroshima’s hibakusha 
(radiation exposed individuals).

Hiroshima memorial in Christchurch

CYT hosts its first ever Virtual Youth Ministry Conference

We originally set our CYT youth 
ministry training day for late in the 
year. This is an event we try to run 
every couple of years, to provide input 
and inspiration for our local youth 
workers and volunteers. With the virus 
still looming large in our minds, we 
knew there would be a risk in booking 
a physical gathering. Inspired by some 
Virtual Catholic events overseas, we 
settled on the idea of a Virtual Youth 
Ministry conference.

Within three months of that seed of an 
idea being planted, CYT hosted its first 
ever Virtual Youth Ministry conference. 
With more than 50 workshop sessions, 
eight Creative sessions and three 
Keynote speakers, all pre-recorded 
and hosted on the CYT website, the 
achievement was very impressive. 

More than 200 participants registered, 
from our own diocese, but also 
from other New Zealand, Australian 
and other dioceses. We were well 
supported by the technical skill of 
Jason McTague and Anna Malone.

Though the Virtual world is no 
replacement for a wonderful face to 
face gathering, this event gave us the 
opportunity to go well beyond the 
limits of our usual gatherings. With 
much greater content than ever before 
and with speakers from many different 
communities and organisations, 
conference participants had the 
opportunity to 'attend' as many 
workshops and talks as they wished.

In the end it was like lemonade from 
lemons, plus a few lemon cakes, 

lemon butters and lots of other tasty 
bits as well. Our long-term plans 
for the conference content are still 
under wraps. Stay alert for an exciting 
announcement in the weeks to come 
as we unveil a wonderful new resource 
for our community.

James Bryant 

CYT Manager

There is that old worn out saying, “When life gives you lemons make 
lemonade”. I am sure we all feel we have too many lemons coming our 
way in 2 02 0. At the end of our first lockdown, CYT began looking at what 
we could and could not plan in the months ahead and the changes we 
needed to make. 
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In this essay I will be talking about 
the disability of mental illness. 
Mental illness means a range of 
obstacles for the person with the 
illness. Examples of this are social 
anxiety and depression. One in six 
New Zealand adults have been 
diagnosed with some type of 
mental illness in their lives and 8% of 
adults in the past four weeks have 
experienced psychological distress.1 
The Canterbury earthquakes were 
extremely distressing for people 
exposed to the event. Damage to 
properties, fatalities, injuries and the 
continuous aftershocks were very 
concerning for the Christchurch 
residents. The Ministry of Health 
said that people experienced 
psychological discomfort during 
these events. It is therefore extremely 
important that we understand the 
psychological distress and rise in 
mental health issues from events like 
the Earthquakes especially with the 
Mosque attacks that occurred 15th 
March 2019. 700 more adults and 400 
more children were getting mental 
health help compared to before 
the earthquakes and a 25% raise in 
mental health issues.2 A woman called 
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Kathryn experienced the earthquakes 
in the city with her family she said “it 
was just terrifying, and it changed 
us” she said this about her son Luke 
“he held himself together at school 
but at home he was very anxious, 
his behaviour was horrendous and 
he just was not happy.” A big rise in 
behavioural issues made schools 
implement help for struggling kids 
and teenagers and it made a 24% 
rise in children meeting the National 
standard within two years.3

People misunderstand mental health, 
and this creates injustice in our society 
and community. For example, people 
do not go to counselling because they 
see it as a sign of weakness and do 
not want to open up to a stranger that 
will judge you, but it takes courage to 
address problems with yourself. A lot 
of people’s lives become visionless 
and passionless because we live 
in a culture that heavily rewards 
achievement and success and a bad 
thing that many people do is base 
their identity and esteem on these 
external markers of achievement. 
People in loving relationships do not 
get easily depressed because they 

have realised what is important in their 
lives. Our frantic pace of life sees one 
day blur into another until life begins 
to lose its meaning. Especially with the 
social media and seeing everyone’s 
“perfect lives” of what they have 
achieved make mental issues worse. 
So, people need to find their passion 
and happiness in God then they will 
find true self happiness. This is the 
meaning of life for Christians. 

There are many Catholic social justice 
teachings. The teachings guide us and 
help us to make the best decisions. 
I think the main three relevant to 
mental health are life and dignity of 
the human person, caring for the poor 
and vulnerable and having rights 
and responsibilities. I will now explain 
them with examples from my own 
experiences as a Catholic.

The Catholic Church teaches that 
we should care for the poor and 
vulnerable. This teaching means that 
we should be compelled to think 
first of the needs of those who are 
most vulnerable. The Bible tells us 
that “whoever is kind to the needy 
is honouring God” (Proverbs 14:31) 
and “he who is kind to the poor lends 
to the Lord, and he will reward you 
for what you have done” (Proverbs 
19:17). The Catechism states that “God 
blesses those who come to the aid 
of the poor and rebukes those who 
turn away from them and that when 
we serve the poor and the sick, we 
serve Jesus” (Catechism #2443). The 
encyclical called Economic Justice 
for all also states that as followers of 
Christ, we are challenged to make a 
fundamental ‘option for the poor’ that 
means to speak for the voiceless, 
to defend the defenceless and to 
impact on the poor. At home, my 
family sponsors a young girl in Zambia 
called Betsheba. My family gives 
$50 a month for her and her family’s 

www.caritas.org.nz
0800 22 10 22

Join our regular giving 
programme today

Make a lasting 
difference in 

the lives of 
those in need

In this edition, we continue to feature the winners of the Justice and Peace 
Commission’s essay writing competition. The winner of the Years 9-10 
section was Vincent Kennedy (Year 10) of St Thomas of Canterbury College.

2019 ccjp essay and Multimedia competition

Enabling Communities 
- Everyone has a part to play
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“human beings too are creatures of this world,
enjoying a right to life and happiness,

and endowed with unique dignity” - ‘laudato Si’ encyclical (#43)

needs. This is significant because we 
are following the Catholic church’s 
teachings of caring for the poor and 
vulnerable, it is what Jesus called us 
to do and that our faith teaches us that 
it is the right thing to do.

The Catholic Church teaches that 
Human dignity can be protected 
and a healthy community can only 
be achieved if the Human rights are 
protected and the responsibilities are 
met. This means that corresponding 
to these rights are our responsibilities 
because everybody has a right to 
life. Caring and looking out for the 
people with mental health issues is 
our responsibility and duty. The Bible 
tells us that in “Open your mouth and 
speak on behalf of those in need” 
(Proverbs 31:8). The Catechism states, 
“The equality of men concerns their 
dignity as persons and the rights that 
flow from it.” (Catechism #1935) and 
“respect for the human person entails 
respect for the rights that flow from 
his dignity as a creature” (Catechism 
#1930). Every person has the right to 
be themselves, so any discrimination 
is just saying what God made is not 
right. It is our responsibility to give a 
voice to those who do not and make 
sure everyone has their best chance 
to succeed because we do not have 
the right to take dignity away from 
others. The encyclical called Laudato 
Si’ states that “Human beings too are 
creatures of this world, enjoying a right 
to life and happiness, and endowed 
with unique dignity (#43). This is 
important because everyone has a 
part to play in preserving the human 
rights of those who cannot speak up 
for themselves. In my parish (Our Lady 
of Victories) we have Passionist Family 
Groups. A range of different people 
are grouped together to do things. 
Feeling like you belong to a group is 
the medicine to loneliness. 

The Catholic Church says that the 
human life is sacred because the 
human person is the clearest reflection 
of God among us. All human dignity 
comes from God, so this dignity is not 
based on any human quality, or any 
individual accomplishment. This means 
the dignity of the human person is not 
something that can be gained or taken 
away it is something that God gives 
you, so if people change their thinking 
and put pleasing God first and not on 
earthly things, mental health issues 
will go down. In Galatians 3:28 it says 
“There is neither Jew nor Greek, there 
is neither slave nor free, there is no 
male and female, for you are all one 
in Christ Jesus.” and Genesis 1:27 “So, 
God created man in his own image, 
in the image of God he created him; 
male and female he created them.” 
The Catechism says, “the dignity of the 
human person is rooted in his creation 
in the image and likeness of God” 
(Catechism #1700). This all means 
that human dignity comes from being 
created by God and having his spirit 
in you. 

Catholic Social 
teachings also state 
that human dignity is 
something that cannot be 
taken away. Catholic Social Teaching 
states that each and every person has 
value, are worthy of great respect and 
must be free from slavery, manipulation 
and exploitation. This is special 
because once people realise this and 
stop focusing on external markers of 
achievement, mental health issues will 
decline. At my school we have four 
touchstones that represent the values 
in our Edmund Rice charism. They 
are massive wooden columns with 
greenstone on top. One touchstone 
is labelled “Inclusive Community” and 
this means that we accept, welcome 
and celebrate all people. That is why 
we do not allow bullying.

In conclusion, once people find God 
in their lives and stop worrying about 
the external things in life everyone will 
be healthier mentally. Mental health is 
a problem you should look to please 
God not anything else and then you 
will be happy.

Building Christchurch landmarks
www.naylorlove.co.nz

Isaac Theatre Royal

Merivale Mall upgrades Christ’s College rebuild St Bede’s College Chapel

Transitional Cathedral Environment Canterbury

1 Community and Public Health. Canterbury District health Board website.
2 Community and Public Health. Canterbury District health Board website.
3 ‘How the Christchurch earthquakes devastated mental-health services’. Sally Blundell: May 2, 2018 The Listener
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Masters student Matt Stent delivered a detailed account 
of his research into the history of the conflict between 
the Dutch, (the original colonisers), the Indonesians (who 
claim the territory today) and the indigenous peoples 
of West Papua (who are engaged in a struggle for self 
determination). The Indonesian Republic was formed in 
1949 from the former Dutch colonies of the East Indies but 
excluded Netherlands New Guinea.

The Dutch authorities began preparing the people for 
independence throughout the 1950’s and in 1961 they 
established the West New Guinea Council. They submitted 
a plan to the United Nations, proposing the relinquishing of 
Dutch sovereignty with a United Nations administration to 
assume control. It failed to gain support.

The Council pressed ahead by choosing the name ‘West 
Papua’ for their land and on 1 December that year, raised 
the Morning Star flag and declared independence. In 
1962 for political reasons, the US Government convinced 
the Dutch and Indonesian Governments to sign ‘the New 
York Agreement’ which ceded the territory to a United 
Nations Trust Executive until 1963. That year, the Indonesian 
authorities assumed administrative control on behalf of the 

ccjp

Decolonisation in the Pacific
The Case for West Papua
Recently, the University of Canterbury hosted a Presentation and Forum Panel which explored the plight of the 
indigenous peoples of West Papua. This event was organised by the United Nations Assoc. NZ (Canterbury) in 
association with Canterbury University and West Papua Action Canterbury.

United Nations. This had the proviso that all adult Papuans 
be given the opportunity to decide their future, by either 
remaining as part of Indonesia or by severing their ties and 
seeking self determination.

After six years of repression, in July and August of 1969 the 
Indonesian authorities arbitrarily selected 1,026 Papuans 
from a total of 1 million to participate in this decision. This 
“Act of Free Choice” allowed the Papuan people neither 
freedom nor choice. Under a regime of brutality, coercion 
and death threats, the result was a foregone conclusion. 
Since then it has been estimated that 500,000 lives have 
been lost. In an effort to subdue opposition, the Indonesian 
authorities introduced policies of mass Indonesian 
migration and slow motion genocide.

Kerry R Wendanak is a West Papuan Masters Student. He 
spoke of the present history of his native land and outlined 
the continual persecution of his people with programmes of 
forced sterilisation, mass transmigration policies and slow 
motion genocide. The COVID-19 virus remains a challenge, 
as 33 locals have died with 3,087 hospitalised.

Hawaiian activist and Professor from Victoria University 
of Wellington Dr Emalani Case broadened the topic. She 
outlined present day colonisation in the Pacific and the 
part New Zealand plays through its tacit support of the 
Indonesian Government. She explained that the Pacific 
Community is concerned about the participation of the New 
Zealand military with nine other countries in the bi-annual 
War Games conducted by RIMPAC in Hawaii. The increasing 
solidarity of the Pacific community against the continuance 
of the exercises raises hope for the future. She concluded, 
“A Radical Hope we must have, even when we have no 
answers”.

Wensislaus Fatubun with the Morning Star Flag. Wensislaus is from 
West Papua and a member of the Catholic Church group, Justice, 
Peace, Integrity and Creation. He visited Aotearoa New Zealand in 
2019 showing his films and discussing West Papuan issues.

“it has been estimated that 500,000 lives 
have been lost. In an effort to subdue 
opposition, the indonesian authorities 
introduced policies of mass indonesian 
migration and slow motion genocide”
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From the 
Diocesan Archives...

Planning ahead, over the next year, 
the Archives is intending to host two 
online exhibitions and I would love 
some contributions from you, if you 
can help. If you can contribute to 
either of these exhibitions please 
email the Diocesan Archives at 
archives@cdoc.nz.  

The first exhibition due to go online 
in October this year, concerns the 
visit of Pope Saint John Paul II to 
Christchurch in November 1986. If 
you attended either of the Papal 
events, the Ecumenical Service 
at the Cathedral of the Blessed 
Sacrament or the Mass at Lancaster 
Park, and would like to share your 

memories of the events please get 
in touch.

The second major exhibition, due to 
go online April next year, is a history 
of the Catholic Women’s League in 
the Christchurch Diocese, and their 
social and spiritual role in the various 
parishes throughout the Diocese. If 
you are a CWL member and would 
like to share your experiences, I would 
love to hear from you.

Remember, if you use Facebook, 
check out the Archives’ page where 
new collections, and some old 
treasures are profiled. We also have an 
Instagram account.

www.instagram.com/
christchurchdiocesanarchives/

www.facebook.com/
christchurchdiocesanarchives

It has been a busy time at the Diocesan Archives in terms of answering reference 
requests, cataloguing existing archives, processing new deposits, providing advice on 
archives and recordkeeping, and responding to requests relating to the preparation 
by Te Rōpū Tautoko for the Royal Commission of Inquiry into Historical Abuse. 
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In November 2019 a nationwide Curia 
Market Research poll showed that the 
vast majority of New Zealanders are 
confused about what the End of Life 
Choice Act aims to legalise: The poll 
found that 74% of New Zealanders 
think the Act would make it legal for 
people to choose to have machines 
turned off that are keeping them 
alive, when in fact this is already legal. 
Similarly, 70% of respondents thought 
the Act would make it legal for people 
to choose to not be resuscitated, 
when again, people can already ask 
for such a request to be added to their 
medical file.

Many supporters of euthanasia, 
including the Act’s sponsor, believe 
that the law being proposed is too 
restrictive because it only covers 
terminal illness of six months or less. 
Proponents and opponents generally 

agree however that, if the End of Life 
Choice Act 2019 comes into force, 
the eligibility criteria will be extended 
in New Zealand, as has happened in 
all overseas jurisdictions that allow 
euthanasia (notably Belgium, the 
Netherlands, and Canada which is 
removing prognosis as a requirement).

There is also considerable pressure in 
Canada at the present time to include 
unbearable suffering from mental 
illness as a criterion for assisted dying. 
If the End of Life Choice Act 2019 
becomes law, we should expect that 
it will only be a matter of time before 
unbearable suffering will be extended 
to include disability or mental illness, 
as has happened overseas.

Prognosis is an educated guess rather 
than a science. Doctors have great 
difficulty in predicting a person’s time 

of death. There can be no guarantees 
that a person will die within six months 
and many people given a prognosis 
of less than six months to live go on 
to live full and normal lives for many 
years.

Does a person need to discuss their 
decision with their whanau/family? 
No. The End of Life Choice Act states 
that the attending medical practitioner 
must “encourage the person to 
discuss their wishes with others”, but 
then it also states that they are not 
obliged to do so.

A person could easily choose assisted 
dying under a misguided sense 
of duty based on an inaccurate 
impression that they are a burden to 
their families. Some families may only 
find out about their relative’s choice 
after they have died.

The New Zealand End of Life Choice Act 2 019 differs from other assisted dying regimes around the world in 
significant ways; it is both broader in its scope and has fewer and less robust safeguards than assisted dying 
laws in some other jurisdictions. There are New Zealanders who broadly support some form of assisted dying but 
who are opposed to the End of Life Choice Act 2 019 because of its many flaws and lack of safeguards.

euThanaSia

our prayer:

For our nation as we approach the coming election; that as the country prepares for the 
End of Life referendum, we pray that the people of our country will oppose euthanasia and 
always protect the most vulnerable of our people especially those terminally ill and our elderly.

What’s new at jp2?
The John Paul II Centre has opened a new outreach in Woolston to serve the 
people of Christchurch East. Our new Pregnancy Centre hub operates from 
the parish portacom next to St Anne’s Church on Ferry Rd each Monday and 
Thursday. A free community “Coffee, Cupcakes and Clothing” fill-a-bag launch 
in July proved very popular, despite atrocious weather, placing this newest 
hub firmly “on the map”. We are grateful to Christchurch East parish for 
helping us to make more accessible our usual pregnancy services including 
free pregnancy tests and information, support to explore pregnancy options 
and choices, practical assistance and baby loss/post abortion counselling.

If you, or someone you know, needs support 
with their pregnancy or is facing an adverse 
prenatal diagnosis, please call us for free, 
confidential care. Ph 02 2  458 1840, 3 51 3 2 2 7, 
or www.facebook.com/0508HERE4U.
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Elder abuse is quite common in New 
Zealand and on the increase. It is 
estimated that 10% of our elders are 
abused. It will be extremely difficult 
to know if family members or others 
subtly coerce or pressure a person 
into requesting assisted suicide 
or euthanasia. If whanau/family 
members tell a terminally ill person 
that he or she is being selfish by 
staying alive - that they are a burden 
on the family - a competent person 
may request assisted dying even 
when it is not their deepest desire. 
Perhaps the worst form of societal 
coercion will occur when people 
choose assisted dying because 
there is inadequate access to quality 
palliative care, as has happened in 
Canada and other places overseas. It 
is a well-known fact that the standards 
of access to palliative care around 

New Zealand vary greatly.

Other countries such as the UK have 
rejected any form of assisted dying 
law because coercion is so difficult to 
detect and prove, even in a law court. 
The End of Life Choice Act 2019 fails 
to describe any process for doctors 
to follow in detecting coercion. Given 
the likelihood that a high number of 
doctors will not want to be directly 
involved in prematurely ending the life 
of one of their patients, there is a high 
chance that the attending doctor won’t 
know the patient or their family and 
may only meet them on a couple of 
occasions.

A compassionate response to pain 
is to kill the pain, not the patient. 
Compassion also means whanau/
families caring for their loved ones.

In November 2019, 21 experts with 

an interest in mental health and 
associated fields wrote an open letter 
to MPs in which they highlighted that 
there is a risk of assisted dying leading 
to further increases in New Zealand’s 
already high suicide rates. Drawing 
on a comprehensive peer-reviewed 
study, the experts specifically rebutted 
the claim made by MP David Seymour 
and others, that implementing 
assisted dying would lead to a 
reduction in suicide rates. The experts 
then concluded: “Until it can be shown 
beyond reasonable doubt, based 
on robust evidence, that there is no 
causal link, and while suicides remain 
at epidemic levels in New Zealand, in 
particular for Maori, we maintain that it 
is too risky to legislate for euthanasia 
and/or assisted suicide in New 
Zealand.”

remembering the loved one 
we did not get to know
Each year the John Paul II Centre hosts a special Mass of 
Remembrance. This Mass is offered for all families who 
have suffered the grief of conceiving, then losing a child 
before or at birth. We invite you to join us on Monday 19 
October, 7.00pm at St Teresa’s, Puriri St, Riccarton. 

Come to remember, to love and to strengthen your hope. 
“Your child is alive and living in the Lord.” - Pope John Paul II

After the Mass each family will have an opportunity to inscribe 
the name of their little one in the Book of Life. This unique, 
lovingly handcrafted memorial book resides in the JPII 
Centre’s Chapel at 88 Idris Rd. Anyone is welcome to come 
and spend time in reflection there, or in our Children’s Garden 
of Remembrance. If you would like to talk to someone 
about your loss, please let us know.  Call us on 351 3227.

Mass of Remembrance
for children who have died before or at birth

Monday 19 October 2020 at 7.00pm
St Teresa’s Parish, Riccarton

Have you or a family member experienced 
the grief or pain of conceiving, then losing 
a baby before or at birth?
Whether this was recently, or decades ago, 
we invite you to join us. 
Together we will give thanks 
to our Lord for each life, 
no matter how brief 
it was.
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Why i have absolutely no hesitation in 
voting no at the upcoming 

referendum on euthanasia 
and assisted suicide

By Brendan Malone

This referendum is not merely a survey 
of New Zealanders to see whether 
we are supportive of euthanasia and 
assisted suicide in principle. This 
referendum is asking us to reject or 
pass a piece of legislation (the End 
of Life Choice Act) which has already 
been through the parliamentary 
process and can no longer be 
returned to Parliament to be fixed.

The stakes could not be any higher. 
We, the voters, are literally being 
asked whether we will give medical 
professionals in New Zealand the 
legal power to assist in suicides or 
deliberately end the life of patients 
with lethal injections upon request.

Regardless of where a person might 
stand on the ethics of euthanasia, 
there is no doubt that such a law 
change would carry serious risks. Put 
simply, the result would be the unjust 
and deliberate killing of vulnerable 
members of the New Zealand 
community.

As if that wasn’t serious enough, this 
is also a piece of legislation which 
contains serious safety flaws that are 
more likely than not to result in just 
such an outcome if it were to become 
law.

Firstly, there is no reliable safeguard 
to prevent someone being pressured 
into euthanasia or assisted suicide. 
The Act simply requires one doctor to 
‘do their best’ to detect pressure and 
they can only speak to people that 
the patient lets them speak to. It is 
not at all unreasonable to imagine a 
situation in which a vulnerable patient 
could be pressured into taking a lethal 
dose, and that the person doing the 
pressuring may even end up being 
the only person that the doctor is 
given permission to speak with about 
whether the patient is being coerced 
or not.

Secondly, no independent witness 
is required at any point in the 
process — even at the time the 
lethal dose is injected or taken. This 
lack of independent oversight is 
truly alarming when you consider 
that we are talking about the act of 
deliberately ending another human 
life, or assisting someone to commit 
suicide.

Thirdly, there is no protection against 
secret euthanasia or assisted suicide. 
Family members do not have to be 
consulted, or even informed. Several 
years ago I was a guest speaker 
at an international symposium on 
euthanasia and assisted suicide in 
Australia. One of the other speakers 
I had the privilege of sharing the 
podium with at that event was Tom 
Mortier. Tom’s physically healthy 
mother, who was suffering from 
clinical depression was euthanised 
without his knowledge in Belgium, 
leaving Tom and his family to deal with 
the terrible trauma inflicted on them 
by that secret euthanasia.

Fourthly, there is no requirement to 
ensure that the person is mentally 
competent on the day the lethal dose 
is injected or taken.

Fifthly, there is no protection in the 
Act for terminally ill people who are 
also depressed or mentally ill. While 
mental illness is not considered a 
legitimate grounds for euthanasia 
or assisted suicide in the current 
version of the New Zealand Act 
(other overseas jurisdictions are now 
allowing it for such reasons) this 
provides no protection for a person 
who has a pre-existing mental illness 
and then subsequently develops 
a terminal illness. If such a person 
makes a request for assisted suicide, 
for example, is it the mental illness or 
the terminal illness that is motivating 

such a request? What should authority 
do in such a situation?

There is no required cooling-off period 
before the lethal dose is prescribed, 
meaning that an assisted suicide or 
euthanasia could take place a mere 
three to four days after the initial 
request is first made. This provides 
little meaningful protection against 
a rushed and poorly considered 
decision that, once acted upon, we 
cannot save a person from.

Lastly, more than 200 lawyers and 
over 1,600 doctors have publicly 
denounced this Act as a dangerous 
and very flawed piece of legislation.

One of the messages we have heard 
a lot during the Covid-19 pandemic 
has been about the importance of 
listening to the experts. I believe 
that we should be heeding this very 
advice when it comes to voting in the 
upcoming referendum on the End of 
Life Choice Act, which is exactly why I 
will be voting no.

As someone who is concerned about 
the human dignity of every person and 
about caring for the common good, 
I’m simply not willing to assist in the 
passing of a law that will pose such a 
serious threat to the most vulnerable 
members of our community.

Brendan Malone is the Director of 
LifeNET NZ. He works full-time as an 
educator and communicator, speaking 
at conferences, universities, high 
schools, and churches throughout New 
Zealand and Australia on bioethics 
and sexuality issues. Brendan also 
engages with these issues online on his 
YouTube channel which has over 32,000 
subscribers and his new Monday Night 
Live interview show. He is married to 
Katie and they and their five children are 
members of the St Peter Chanel Parish, 
Waimakariri.
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overview
The End of Life Choice Bill was 
passed in Parliament in November 
2019 and then became the End of 
Life Choice Act 2019. It seeks to make 
euthanasia and assisted suicide 
legal in New Zealand. The Act will 
only come into force if a majority 
of electors voting in the upcoming 
referendum agree to support it. If a 
majority vote against it, then assisted 
suicide and euthanasia will remain 
illegal in New Zealand.

One of the things that has become 
apparent in polling on this issue 
is the degree of confusion around 
what the End of Life Choice Act 2019 
does and doesn’t allow. Turning 
off life support is already legal. 
‘Do not resuscitate’ orders, where 
patients can request in advance not 
to be resuscitated if this becomes 
necessary to keep them alive, are 
already legal. Refusing treatment 
is already legal. Administering 
high doses of medication with the 
express purpose of relieving pain 
and other symptoms is already legal.

A central principle of palliative or 
end-of-life care is that it does not 
prolong, and it does not hasten, 
death. Currently, New Zealand 
patients at the end of their lives 
have many choices around their 
treatment at different stages of their 
illness. The End of Life Choice Act 
2019 introduces something very 
different, and unprecedented in 
New Zealand law. It allows doctors 
to kill their patients, under certain 
circumstances. Though doctors 
currently have many options of care 
in responding to the illnesses of 

their patients, deliberately bringing 
about death is not, and has never 
been, one of those options in New 
Zealand.

The Care Alliance believes that 
offering the option of death as 
an aspect of medical care is a 
fundamentally flawed approach 
to the practice of medicine, and 
will have serious and far-reaching 
implications across society.

For more information, please visit: 
https://carealliance.org.nz/ 

new Zealand Medical association
The NZMA was founded in 1886 to 
represent doctors practising in New 
Zealand. It is a member of the World 
Medical Association.

The NZMA’s position statement 
on euthanasia and doctor assisted 
suicide, adopted in 2005, is:

The NZMA is opposed to both 
the concept and practice of 
euthanasia and doctor assisted 

suicide. Euthanasia, that is the act 

of deliberately ending the life of a 

patient, even at the patient’s request 

or at the request of close relatives, 

is unethical. Doctor-assisted suicide, 

like euthanasia, is unethical. The 

NZMA however encourages the 

concept of death with dignity and 

comfort, and strongly supports 

the right of patients to decline 

treatment, or to request pain relief, 

and supports the right of access 

to appropriate palliative care. In 

supporting patients’ right to request 

pain relief, the NZMA accepts that 

the proper provision of such relief, 

even when it may hasten the death 

of the patient, is not unethical. This 

NZMA position is not dependent 

on euthanasia and doctor-assisted 

suicide remaining unlawful. Even 

if they were to become legal, 

or decriminalised, the NZMA 

would continue to regard them as 

unethical.

Understanding The End Of Life Choice Act 2019
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pastoral care
A distribution of $1.3 million provided 
for the spiritual, physical and 
communal needs of our Catholic 
community carried out by: Catholic 
Youth Team, Catholic Social Services, 
National Seminary, Hospital, Prison, 
and Tertiary Chaplains.

CDF members can have faith
their contributions are being treasured

This month the CDF published its Summary Annual Report for 2020, sharing the good news that during the 2019-
2 02 0 financial year the Fund made a healthy distribution to the diocese, allowing for loans and assistance which 
has positively impacted on our Catholic community.

Bishop Paul Martin remains grateful to CDF Members, stating “Without your support there is so much we would 
not be able to offer to our people and to others not in our faith community… Our hopes for the future are able to 
come to fruition because of the support of the people who invest in the CDF.”

Thinking about drafting your will or wanting to update an existing will? 
Being made in the image of God, our lives are full of faith and meaning not only now but eternally.

By leaving a gift in your will to the diocese, you contribute to a future for our diocese where 
everyone thrives in discovering their faith.

The legacy you leave has the power to bless future generations, contributing to strengthening 
our diocese and ensuring the ongoing maintenance and services of our diocese and parishes.

Pass on what you have received through your faith by considering a gift in your will.

For more information about making a gift in your will, 
please contact Marie-Louise: 03 366 9869 or 
legacies@chch.catholic.org.nz

Catholic Youth Team putting their faith into 
action, Banks Peninsula

Hospital Chaplain, Angela McCormick 
sharing her gifts to care for those in need

Architect’s impression of New Brighton Catholic 
School’s new Mary Immaculate Block

New roll growth teaching spaces under 
construction at St Joseph’s School, Timaru

Mike Nolan, Catholic Education Office Manager with Tony Shaw, Catholic Cathedral College 
Principal in front of the college’s new administration and classroom Fourvière Block

education loans
Catholic education remains central 
to the life of the diocese. Working 
with the Catholic Education Office, 
CDF loans funded $2.3 million in 
education property projects (due to 
roll growth) assisting developments at: 

St Joseph’s School, Timaru; Catholic 
Cathedral College, Christchurch; 
and New Brighton Catholic School, 
Christchurch.



35

fa
iTh

 a
nd

 W
or

kS

CDF Administrator, Melanie Perry (right) discussing the CDF with Members at locations which 
best suits them

our Members
CDF Members value how their 
investments, when pooled together, 
support the mission of the Church 
whilst receiving account benefits:

 � 100% guarantee of funds by the 
Catholic Bishop of Christchurch

 � Ethically responsible investments 
in keeping with our Catholic ethos

 � Make lump sum deposits or save 
regularly

 � Personal account manager

 � Investment return

"'What should we do then?'the crowd asked. john answered,
'anyone who has two shirts should share with the one who has none,

and anyone who has food should do the same.’" luke 3:10-11

Summary 
Annual Report

2020

Christchurch Catholic Diocesan Development Fund

CDF Funeral Savings Account
Providing Peace of Mind for Your Loved Ones
A CDF Funeral Savings Account is a way to protect loved 
ones from having to pay your funeral costs. Putting money 
aside for a funeral not only gives peace of mind for you and 
your family, but a CDF account allows a way to help the 
Church and upon death, all accumulated interest and capital 
is directed to your estate.

Contact the Catholic Development Fund
Email us:  info@cdf.org.nz     Talk with us:  0800 403 863
Visit us:  Cathedral House,  2/9 Washington Way, Sydenham, Christchurch

Summary annual report
For a copy of the 2019-2020 Summary 
Annual Report contact the CDF or view 
online here www.cdf.org.nz

find out more
Opening an account is simple and 
can be done via email, phone or face-
to-face. Where possible, diocesan 
staff make themselves available to 
visit your home or workplace, or if you 
are in Christchurch, you’re welcome 
to visit the CDF office at Cathedral 
House. In the first instance, however, 
give us a call so together we can 
work out what suits you best.
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inforM a quarterly publication published 
by the catholic Bishop of christchurch

deadline for next issue: friday 20 november 2020
Contributions may be sent at any time to:

The Editor, PO Box 4544, Christchurch 8140.

Email: inform@cdoc.nz    Phone: 03 366 9869

www.chchcatholic.nz

like uS on faceBook              WWW.faceBook.coM/chchcaTholic

In September Bishop Paul hosted two men’s breakfasts.  
Both events had a fantastic response with many gaining 
insights into how the Bishop’s father was an influence for 
his life. The bishop acknowledged the challenges of trying 
to live out the Catholic Faith in today’s world. He spoke 
about ‘Bringing Faith to Life - a faith centred approach to 
family, business and leisure’, encouraging men to live out 
the faith every day and lead their families by example.  

Attendees discussed amongst themselves their life 
experiences and the Bishop was able to offer advice 
through a Q&A session.  

The event provided an excellent opportunity for men to 
gather and encourage each other in their faith.

 ‘Bringing faith to life - a faith centred 
approach to family, business and leisure’


