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NGA MIHI NUI FROM THE EDITORIAL DESK

From the Diocesan Administrator

Welcome to Inform Issue 106, the 
Spring Edition. Nau mai, haere mai.

Welcome to Inform Issue 108.  
As it arrives in your parish, we 
are celebrating the resurrection of 
Christ from the dead.  The Easter 
Ceremonies are the highpoint of 
the Christian year and we enter 
fully into them.  At Easter, we 
stand outside the empty tomb and 
like John, we want to run and tell 
others that our redeemer lives.  To 
that end, we foreshadow the Ablaze 
parish renewal Conference in 
November.  This is an opportunity 
to find out how best to run and tell 
others that Christ is risen.

Inform Issue 108 contains news 

Easter Greetings, Christ is risen, alleluia, 
alleluia!

At the beginning of Holy Week we 
began the journey with Jesus to the 
cross and then to His resurrection.  The 
Church as our Mother nurtures our 
faith in these celebrations, drawing us 
into a deeper walk with the Lord.

Many of you will have taken part in 
the first session of the Lectio Divina – 
Holy Reading Programme.  Here we are 
invited to renew our commitment to the 
Lord and experience His grace, calling 
us to be true missionary disciples.

The Sacrament of Reconciliation was 
made available to many of you during 
Lent, allowing you to receive His for-
giveness and new strength to grow in 
love for Him and for our brothers and 
sisters.

As we celebrate His risen presence, we 
look forward to the outpouring of His 
Holy Spirit afresh on us at the Feast of 
Pentecost.

Our Mother the Church is the place 

Ablaze —  
Parish Renewal  
Conference
St Mary's Pro-Cathedral Precinct 
10-11 November 2017

For some years, Christchurch Catholics 
have attended "Proclaim", a conference 
on evangelisation supported by the 
Australian Catholic Bishops Conference. 
After the latest "Proclaim", our partici-
pants came back with a real desire for a 
conference in our own diocese.

Our version is called "Ablaze — Parish 
Renewal Conference” and will take place 
on 10 and 11 November in St Mary's 
Pro-Cathedral Precinct.

The Bishop's Pastoral Office Director 
and Conference Co-ordinator is Mike 
Stopforth. "We are excited to confirm 
that the line-up of keynote speakers 
includes Bishop Nicholas Hudson, 
Auxiliary Bishop of the Archdiocese of 
Westminster. Bishop Hudson will offer a 
practical and inspiring message, drawn 
from his own pastoral experience of 
setting up parish evangelisation teams." 
The other keynote speakers are Daniel 
Ang (Director of Evangelisation, Broken 
Bay Diocese) and Jan Heath (founder of 
Evangelisation Resources Down Under, 
Brisbane and promoter of the Catholics 
Returning Home programme).

Ablaze is for those involved in parish 
and school leadership. Its purpose is to 
provide tools and resources for those 
who wish to actively evangelise in their 
parish and school communities. "We 
want to create an environment where 
people can learn and be inspired, build 
connections and share ideas to grow  
our parish communities," said Mike 
Stopforth.

For more, please contact the Pastoral 
Office on 03-366 9869 or email mstop-
forth@chch.catholic.org.nz or www.
chch.catholic.org.nz/ablaze

where Jesus calls, vivifies and sends 
us out.  We thank God for His Church, 
for the life of His Spirit renewing us in 
the sacraments and for all the ways we 
serve each other and build up the Body 
of Christ.
God bless,
Fr Rick
Diocesan Administrator

from throughout the diocese.  We 
feature the interactive panels along 
the fence outside our Cathedral of 
the Blessed Sacrament.  We update 
you on the Fourvière Retreat House 
at Leithfield.  We mark the death 
of Monsignor James Harrington in 
February and feature some of his 
artwork through the lens of Peter 
Fleming.  We profile our newly 
appointed head girls and boys in our 
Catholic secondary schools.

Thanks to all contributors to  
Inform 108 and to you for reading it! 
Please pass it on.
In Christ,
Ken Joblin, Editor
Caitlin Godfrey, Assistant Editor
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Annual Legio Acies held at Christ the King Parish Centre.

Prayer for a new Bishop
For the Appointment of a new Bishop;
That the Holy Spirit would guide Pope 
Francis and all those involved in the  
appointment of a new Bishop for the  

Diocese of Christchurch. Lord hear us.

On 12 February, 
family and friends of 
Bishop Barry Jones 
gathered at Bromley 
cemetery for the 
blessing of his head-
stone. Father Rick 
Loughnan led us in a 
Liturgy of the Word, 
and Bishop Emeritus 
Basil Meeking bless-
ed the headstone. 
Bishop Barry Jones 
died on 13 February 
2016.

History Booklets Wanted  
For Archives
Do you have books and booklets containing histories of 
parishes, schools, church institutions, organisations etc.  
in the Christchurch Diocese? Feel free to give them to 
us as we have a small reference library at the archives 
and have a number of these publications.
Snippets A stray cat has taken up residence in the 
Cathedral. Named Grimes (after our first bishop) by the 
staff working in the old Cathedral House, he has been 
seen sunning himself atop some of the containers but 
has proved elusive when it comes to photos.
Contact: THE ARCHIVES  
Email: archives@chch.catholic.org.nz 
Archivist, Fr Kevin Clark, c/o Diocesan Office, P.O.  Box 
4544, Christchurch
Michael Hanrahan mhhh@xtra.co.nz , Merle 
Conaghan, 03 358 8758.

Recently the diocesan First Holy Communion Parish teams 
gathered for a day of reflection and prayer, chat and laughter, 
food and catechesis.

Fr Kevin Burns gently guided the participants through a 
thoughtful period of quiet prayer, based on Jesus' visit to  
Martha and Mary. It was really refreshing to be able to have 
the time to 'just be' and for many, this time was the real  
highlight of their day.

"I really loved having this time. It is not often in my busy life 
I get a chance to sit and reflect," said one participant.

Heart and soul nourishment was followed by 
a yummy shared lunch and time to swap ideas 
and catch-up. The afternoon presentation by  
Sr Eleanor Capper rsj provided the teams  
with a wealth of insight into the sacraments, 
particularly Reconciliation.

The day was rounded off by a presentation on 
the refreshed diocesan Reconciliation and First 
Holy Communion programme. The materials 
are now updated to reflect the cultural diversity 
of the faith family. Parental material is more 
user-friendly, activities tweaked to reflect a  

variety of learning styles and a booklet of prayers in a variety 
of languages is now included.

Refreshing Our Approach

Wendy Clark, CEO Parish Advisor, 
presenting the new material.

A selection of the new materials.
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Interactive panels erected outside our 
earthquake damaged Cathedral of the 
Blessed Sacrament will give visitors  
a video and pictorial view of this  
significant building’s history and the 
damage it sustained.

The 12 panels, four of which have 
been printed with an interactive QR 
code, have created a timeline from 1860 
to the present day. The concept was de-
veloped by the Diocesan property team.

Upon scanning the code with a mobile 
phone, visitors are able to take a 360- 
degree interior tour of the cathedral 
prior to the quake. They can look at a 
slideshow of 25 archival construction 
photographs with comment and see 
drone footage of the interior of the 
building. There is also further video  
coverage taken since the earthquakes.

Our Diocesan Administrator Fr Rick 
Loughnan said there was much inter-
est in the cathedral, its history, and its 
present state. 

“The panels create a timeline dating 
back to 1860 and the QR codes show the 
interior of the Cathedral in its full  
grandeur and what we have today.”

“We had noticed that tourists have 
been squeezing their phones through 

the gates to take photos of the cathe-
dral. Through the QR codes, they will 
now have access to photos, videos and 
a drone fly-through which will allow 
them to compare the past and present,” 
he said. The City Council has allocated a 
coach stop for tour buses in front of the 
fence.

Fr Rick said that the diocese is still 
assessing fundraising options, both 
nationally and internationally, for the 
cathedral, while awaiting the appoint-
ment of a new bishop who will make the 
ultimate decision on the future of the 
cathedral. A fundraising figure of $70 
million has been identified.

“We are currently approaching suit-
able people to be both chair and com-
mittee members of the Cathedral Fund-
raising Project.  We are also developing 
an international fundraising strategy 
for the Cathedral – remembering that 
benefactors abroad gave generously to 
build the cathedral 100 years ago. Our 
long-term goal is for the cathedral to 
be once again one of the most beautiful 
and architecturally significant buildings 
in New Zealand. This will take many 
years. The Bishop, when appointed, will 
undertake consultation on whether this 

goal is realistic but for now, this is our 
goal.” 

“We have started fundraising in the 
parishes for their own individual needs 
and this is going extremely well, which 
is very encouraging,” he said.

Interactive panels look inside Cathedral 
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Quick and easy guide for using the QR codes 
currently surrounding the Cathedral of the 
Blessed Sacrament:
1. Go to the App store on your iPhone or 
Android device. Search QR code reader or 
scanner and download an app (most are 
free).
2. Open the new app – some may take you 
through a ‘how to’ process.
3. Allow the app to access your camera.
4. Once the camera function is open on 
the app, focus the QR code on the screen.
5. Once focused, the app should automat-
ically recognise the code and redirect you 
to the relevant webpage or video.
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2017 has already seen the fundraising 
campaign ramp up. St Teresa's in Riccar-
ton and St Francis of Assisi in Mairehau 
have followed on from the fundraising 
successes of St Mary's in Hokitika and St 
John the Evangelist in Leeston. 

It is important to acknowledge the 
level of work each parish is putting into 
making their fundraising campaign a 
success. The committees driving the 
fundraising put a lot of effort into what 
is a time consuming and energy sapping 
role. We are so lucky to have quality 
people from AskRIGHT driving us in this 
new area along with the leadership of Fr 
Loughnan at this crucial time.

The diocese is blessed with the quality 
of people assisting us, whether it is the 
College of Consultors, the Management 
& Finance Board or the many other 
boards and organisations supporting the 

diocese.We have a great community of 
people willing to assist in a variety of 
roles. The talent does not end there. Our 
senior team are leaders in their field and 
each one is supported in serving the dio-
cese by a gifted and enthusiastic team.

The challenges we face are immense. 
But the rebuild is starting to take shape. 
St Mary's New Brighton is making  
significant progress, with a number of 
other parishes heading through the de-
sign phase. We have completed our third 
and fourth parish fundraising cam-
paigns and while we still have plenty of 
work to do, the results are encouraging.

Good communication is important. 
Given the number of entities involved 
and activities undertaken at each site, 
we need to improve our communication. 
We want to make sure our team is even 
more accessible.

We are strengthening our team in a 
number of key areas: Property, Finance, 
Safeguarding and Health and Safety.   
All of this takes time and valuable  
resources. However, we believe that 
work in these areas will strengthen our 
capacity to deliver results for the dio-
cese, now and in the future.

It is an exciting time for the diocese. 
We are committed to doing the best we 
can in every area and with the quality 
work which has 
been done over the 
last five years, we are 
in a strong position 
to maximise our 
opportunities.
Kind Regards,
Andy Doherty

From Our Diocesan General Manager

The journey to full communion in the 
Catholic Church takes place within the 
community of the faithful. The faithful 
provide an example to help them learn 
how to obey the Holy Spirit more  
generously.

The Church throughout the world 
gathers on the first Sunday of Lent with 
those journeying through the stages of 
Christian initiation. Those discerned 
ready come before their Bishop, or  
his Delegate, and are called to the  
Sacraments of Initiation — Baptism, 
Confirmation and Holy Communion. 
Their godparents give testimony that 
they have faithfully listened to the Word 
of God, have been true to that Word, 
have begun to walk in God's presence, 
have sought the fellowship of their 
brothers and sisters, have joined them in 
prayer and are worthy to enter into full 
communion in the Church.

This year, on the first Sunday of Lent in 
St Mary's Pro-Cathedral, Fr John Adams 
called a number of people to inscribe 
their names in the Book of the Elect. 
This is a pledge of fidelity to their desire 
to enter fully into the life of the Church 
through Her sacraments of initiation.

A second rite is celebrated with  
Candidates (those already one with us 
through baptism), who feel called to full 
communion in the Church. They  
presented a copy of their baptismal 
certificate. In the name of the Church, 
Fr Adams recognised their desire to be 
sealed with the gifts of the Holy Spirit 
and to the Body and Blood of Christ. 
They were encouraged to join with us 
this Lent in a spirit of repentance, to 
hear the Lord's call to conversion and be 
faithful to their baptismal covenant.

Rites of Christian Initiation

The Church celebrates the sacraments 
of initiation at the Easter Vigil on Holy 
Saturday. Let us continue to hold them 
in prayer as they prepare to join us on 

mission in living our faith in spirit and 
in truth.
Marianne Daly
Diocesan Co-ordinator for RCIA
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TCI Graduates 2016
At the end of 2016, several students 
graduated from the TCI with Certificates 
and Diplomas in either religious  
education or pastoral ministry. Their 
qualifications are being awarded in 
their parishes during the year. They are: 
Lauren Butler DPM, Arch Clark CPM 
and DPM, Wendy Clark CPM and DPM, 
Rosemaree Firth DR-RE, Shannon  
Kearns DRE-RE, Peter Kennedy 
CPM-Prisons and Phoebe Todd Cat 
Studies. These NZQA approved  
qualifications are important for ministry 
in schools, parishes, prisons and other 
areas of chaplaincy. Some courses are 
gained through distance study while 
others combine online and face-to-face  
learning. We congratulate our graduates 
for their hard work and desire to walk in 
faith with God's people.

ST JOHN THE EVANGELIST 
LEESTON RE-OPENING
Leeston parishioner Anna Carter 
would like to offer an apology to Fr 
Kevin Clark. It was he who attended 
their re-opening Mass, not Fr Jack 
O'Connor as reported in Inform's 
Christmas Edition. Anna would 
like to thank both priests who have 
graciously offered Mass for Leeston 
parish on many occasions.

SENIOR PARISHIONERS 
EAT, DRINK & ARE MERRY
Around 80 senior parishioners of 
Holy Trinity, Bryndwr enjoy their 
annual Christmas luncheon, run by 
its Catholic Women's League and 
associates. A delicious meal and fra-
ternity is supplemented by the music 
and hand-made Christmas cards of 
children from Our Lady of Perpetual 
Help school, St Albans.

SINGING FOR THE KING OF 
KINGS
The choir of Christ the King Parish 
in Burnside, presented a concert of 
sacred songs to celebrate its patronal 
feast. A large and appreciative audi-
ence enjoyed a selection of tradition-
al, classical and contemporary choral 
music conducted by Melanie  
Kitane-Williams, their Choral Di-
rector. The choir demonstrated its 
versatility in singing sacred music in 
different genres to the delight  
of concert-goers. A quality and  
enthusiastic performance reflected 
almost ten years of talent and dedica-
tion under the skilled directorship of 
their conductor. Following the choral 
performance, Frs Rick Loughnan and 
Benito Velasco hosted a function in 
the parish centre to thank the large 
number of parishioners who contrib-
ute their time and effort to the many 
facets of parish life. This gesture was 
gratefully received.
For more about the choir, please email 
ctk.choir@xtra.co.nz
Margaret Cox,
CTK Choir Member

The Choir of Christ the King Parish perform 
at a concert to celebrate its patronal feast.

ST JOSEPH's SCHOOL 
FAIRLIE NATIVITY
Every second year our students per-
form a nativity play. This is a high-
light for our students, their parents 
and our wider community. It takes 
weeks of practice, but is well worth it.
On the night the students rise to the 
challenge and sing and dance their 
hearts out. The biennial nativity is an 
important part of our school tradi-
tion. It is an engaging and enjoyable 
way for our students to bring the 
Gospel to life.
Angela Marshall
Principal

Built In Faith Reprint
From 1840 to 2010, around 180 Catholic 
churches were built in the Christchurch Dio-
cese, from larger towns to the goldfields, from 
simple corrugated iron huts to massive stone 
buildings. Some have been replaced, some 
moved to new areas and others de-consecrated.
In 2010, Michael Hanrahan compiled a 
book on the history of these churches. "Built 
In Faith" was to be published late that year 
but the September earthquake intervened, 
delaying its publication to 2012. It was then 
published without reference to changes since 
September 2010 as the situation regarding 
many churches was still uncertain. "Built In 
Faith" brings together much of the existing 
published and other information about these 
and also more than 300 photographs, mostly 
gleaned from early newspapers, parish  
histories and other sources. Readers will 
remember that in 2004, Michael Hanrahan 
wrote a book on the centennial history of the 
Cathedral of the Blessed Sacrament.
"Built In Faith" proved to be very popular 
and soon sold out. As demand for the book 
continues, the diocese is offering a limited 
reprint. The book has not been updated to 
include post-quake changes. An update will be 
a work for the future as much remains to be 
done and many decisions are yet to be made 
regarding many buildings.
The price for the 240 page A4 size book is 
$60 per copy (GST included) plus postage of 
$6.50. Any profits will go to continuing the 
work of the Diocesan Archives.
To order your copy:
Write to Cathedral House, PO Box 4544, 
Christchurch (payment with order).
To purchase from the office, 2/9 Washington 
Way, Christchurch.
Online at archives@chch.catholic.org.nz, 
payment online to 03-0802-0948733-00, 
reference Archives & your name.

Catch-Up Corner

★★★★★★★★★★

★★★★★
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50 years ago a group of students at a 
Duquesne University retreat in Penn-
sylvania called out to God in prayer. 
They prayed 'Veni Sancte Spiritus', seeking 
renewal in their lives. As they knelt 
in prayer, God blessed them in what 
became known as Baptism in the Holy 
Spirit. This spiritual understanding has 
since spread throughout the world. Life 
in the Spirit Seminars came to New 
Zealand in the 1970s.

On 17 and 18 February, groups active 
in the Renewal met at Christ the King 
Parish Centre to celebrate the Golden 
Jubilee of the day the Renewal began. 
They recalled the legacy those students 
gave the Catholic Church. Many of  
the current generation of Catholic  
youth consider that manifesting in the 
charismatic gifts is a normal part of 
their daily lives.

Over the weekend, we heard testimo-
ny from Diocesan Administrator Fr Rick 
Loughnan And Bishop Colin Campbell 
of Dunedin. They each shared their 
experience of being baptised in the Holy 
Spirit and their first encounters with 
the Catholic Charismatic Renewal. Fr 
John Rea SM shared something of his 
early years as a young priest and the 
development of the gift of healing in his 
life, now a worldwide ministry. Videos 
were played of those who had received 

healings through this ministry.
The testimony of Patti Gallagher  

Mansfield, one of the students who 
attended the Retreat weekend, was 
shared with those present. During our 
time together we heard snippets of 
several talks Pope Francis had presented 
on the importance of the Renewal in 
the Catholic Church today; that current 
of grace which continues to flow by the 
power of the Holy Spirit touching lives. 
The Pope clarified that the Renewal is 
not something we join, not a movement, 
but an action of the Holy Spirit being 
continually poured out on the Church if 
we want it, seek it, ask for it.

The weekend reflected a sign of the 
times with the mix of those attending; 
the mobility of youth squeezing in part 
of another event in their busy sched-
ules; young families participating as the 
needs of their children allowed and the 
older generation providing that essential 
foundation of faithfulness and prayer. 
The generations recalled those early 
halcyon years when the Renewal thrived 
in the Christchurch Diocese. The Dioce-
san Service Group organised the jubilee 
celebrations. They arranged for an hour 
of adoration to be a part of the week-
end. This allowed us to join together in 
unity with the Renewal throughout the 
world on 18 February, the anniversary 

of the beginning of the Renewal in the 
Catholic Church. We prayed together 
for a fresh outpouring of the Holy Spirit 
to bring revival to our world. We then 
joined the Parish of Christ the King in 
their Vigil Mass. The 2017 Diocesan 
Mission Team were commissioned at 
this Mass. The jubilee celebrations  
ended with us all sharing supper to-
gether with the mission team.

To hear the full transcript of the  
testimony of Patti Gallagher Mansfield, 
who is still active in the Renewal 50 
years on, go to the Diocesan website: 
www.chch.catholic.org.nz/ccr

More activities are planned for the 
CCR Jubilee Celebrations later this year 
and will be posted on the Diocesan 
webpage.
Rosalie Matthews, Administrator
Diocesan Service Group for the Christchurch 
Catholic Charismatic Renewal

National Gathering 
of Filipino priests
Filipino priests gather from around New Zea-
land at the parish centre of Christ the King, 
Burnside. Fr John O’Connor presented to 
priests from Auckland, Wellington, Timaru, 
Hokitika, Queenstown, Gore and Westport. 
The Philippine ambassador Gary Domin-
go and the Consul General from Auckland 
joined their priestly confreres. 

Duquesne Weekend Retreat

Fr Rick Loughnan welcomes participants 
to the 50th Anniversary weekend.

Caption: Fr Rick Loughnan wel-
comes participants to the 50th 
Anniversary weekend.
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Christchurch  
Catholics Care About 
Marriage
Another awesome celebration of the 
vocation of marriage took place at St 
Mary's Pro-Cathedral on the evening of 
Tuesday 14 February.

A large number gathered to pray, sing, 
and reflect on the joy of married life in a 
moving ceremony presided over by our 
Diocesan Deputy for Marriage, Fr Simon 
Eccleton. It also allowed us to give  
purpose to the life and mission of St 
Valentine, martyred in the third centu-
ry for presiding over marriages of the 
faithful. It was wonderful to acknowl-
edge the witness to this vocation by the 
widows and widowers amongst us. It is 
important for us to continue the work 
of St Valentine — by promoting the 
language of love through Christian mar-
riage as the ultimate goal for all couples!

We encourage you to put this date in 
your diary for next year and we look 
forward to seeing you there.
God bless,
Wayne and Sue McTague.

St John of God  
Halswell farewells  
Sr Mary Boyes
Sr Mary began at St John of God 
Halswell on 1 August 2001 as the 
service's Chaplain. As a 'not for 
profit' Catholic organisation, the 
service was very grateful to the 
Sisters of Mercy for supporting 
their need for a Chaplain. Sr Mary 
was responsible for assisting the 
service in maintaining its Catholic 
identity and in ministering to the 
residents, their families and staff. 
As a trained teacher and counsellor 
she has always been able to put her 
hand to where she was needed the 
most.

Following the 2011 earthquakes 
the beautiful Chapel on site was no 
longer able to be used and  
once again Sr Mary was able to 
demonstrate her flexibility by en-
suring that services and the Mass 
continued to be available, firstly 
from a portacom and then from the 
function room in the new Reha-
bilitation and Therapy Centre, the 
Granada Centre.

In later years Sr Mary helped 
establish a group of valuable Mis-
sion Volunteers. More recently, she 
has helped with the completion 
of a project which has shared the 
stories of our migrant staff who are 
part of the service.

Sr Mary will be missed by every-
one but will continue as a member 
of our St John of God Hauora Trust 
family.

Fatima  
Centenary 
Planned For  
Canterbury

Exactly a cen-
tury ago, our 
Blessed Mother 
appeared at 
Fatima with the 
greatest public 
miracle since 
Biblical times. 
She appeared 
with a message 
especially for 
our times, a 
message more 
relevant than 
ever.

Pope Francis 
has highlighted 

the significance of this occasion  
by granting a plenary indulgence  
opportunity throughout the entire Cen-
tennial year. The year began on 26 No-
vember 2016 and ends on 26 November 
2017. One of the ways to gain this in-
dulgence is "for the faithful to visit with 
devotion a statue of Our Lady of Fatima, 
solemnly exposed for public veneration 
in any church, oratory or proper place 
during the days of the anniversary of 
the apparitions, the 13th of each month 
from May to October".

We will celebrate the 100th anniver-
sary of the apparitions of Our Lady of 
Fatima in our diocese. The programme 
will commence at St Mary's Pro-Ca-
thedral with a celebration of the First 
Apparition on Saturday, 13 May with 'A 
Day with Our Lady of Fatima'. This will 
be followed by the Marian Fest Proces-
sion on 28 May at Our Lady of Victories, 
Sockburn. Then a remembrance of the 
second apparition on 13 June will be 
an evening celebration at a venue yet 
to be confirmed. At each of the venues 
a statue of Our Lady of Fatima will be 
solemnly exposed in accord with the 
requirements for a plenary indulgence. 
All prayer groups from all parishes, and 
also youth groups are encouraged to join 
in as many events as they are able to, 
bearing in mind the indulgences gained, 
as outlined by Pope Francis.

For more, look for bulletin notices  
and posters in your parish. For more 
information contact Janet on 960-5294, 
Chris 355-2325 or Ron on 379-0567.

The Catholic Women's 
League Retreat
The CWL Christchurch Diocesan Council 
recently had a day of retreat at the Four-
vière Retreat Centre in Leithfield. We 
were hosted by the Beatitude Sisters.
The council had a wonderful day of 
spiritual renewal. We learnt the practice 
of spiritual receptiveness: faithfulness 
in prayer, trust, humility, obedience, 
practice of interior peace, to live in the 
present moment, detachment and  
gratitude.
Sr Theresa of Jesus, Sr Marie-Jeanne and Sr 
Gabriela of the Eucharist.

Caption: Fr Rick Loughnan wel-
comes participants to the 50th 
Anniversary weekend.
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Natural Family Planning Offered
at John Paul II Centre For Life
Are you looking for a natural, scientifically proven, non-inva-
sive and economic method to plan or space your family? One 
that is pleasing to God, respects the dignity of each spouse and 
provides an authentically free way to love?

At the John Paul II Cen-
tre for Life we host FREE 
information sessions about 
Billings — a method which 
uses the awareness of 
signs of fertility built into a 
woman's cycle to increase 
or decrease the possibility 
of conception. You will 
learn about how your amazing body signals times of fertility 
and infertility.

There is opportunity after each of the workshops for one to 
one consultation with an accredited tutor who can help you 
to understand and have confidence in your unique fertility 
patterns to conceive or space your family according to your 
circumstances.

Our next information session is on Saturday 20 May 2017 
from 10.00am to midday. Come to the John Paul II Centre, 88 
Idris Road, Bryndwr, Christchurch.

To RSVP or for more information, please call Carmel on  
03 3513-227 between 10.00am and 3.00pm weekdays.

Fourvière Retreat House
An exciting project is unfolding in our diocese. It is the result 
of much prayer and discernment. The Fourvière Retreat House 
is the fruit of an encounter between the Beatitudes Catholic 
Community, members of the Carmelite Secular Order and  
other ardently committed people and priests of the Christ-
church diocese.

Many collaborators and benefactors, both Catholic and Prot-
estant, have participated in the realisation of the  
project so far. Our aim is that the Fourvière Retreat House be 
a spiritual oasis and a place of peace. It is owned and operated 
by the Fourvière Trust Board, a registered Charitable Trust that 
came into being on 8 December 2015. Bishop Barry Jones was 
a supporter of this project before his death 12 months ago. The 
Trust Board and the Diocese of Christchurch are  
currently seeking ways in which this project can be considered 
as a 'spiritual rebuild' alongside the physical rebuild of our 
cathedral and parish churches.

The name Fourvière encourages us to return to the origins of 
the Catholic faith in our country and diocese, and to consider 
that the first missionary impulse to bring the Catholic faith 
to this country ought still continue today. The first missionar-
ies to Oceania founded their new congregation at Fourvière. 
Courveille, Champagnat and Colin, the founding fathers of the 
Society of Mary, were ordained in Lyon on 22 July 1816. The 
next day they and nine other companions climbed Fourvière 
hill to the shrine, where Courveille celebrated his first Mass. 
There they promised to found a congregation that would be-
long to Mary and be named for her. 2016 marked the bicente-
nary of this event. Twenty years later, in October 1836, Bishop 
Pompallier had a novena of Masses offered in the same church 
before the departure of the first missionaries for Oceania. On 
the last day of the novena, Fr Peter Chanel SM, the future 
proto-martyr of Oceania, hung a heart-shaped pendant on 
the Statue of Our Lady containing the names of the departing 
missionaries. Suzanne Aubert was another missionary to New 
Zealand whose spiritual home was the sanctuary of Fourvière.

Fourvière, then, is the cradle of the Oceania mission, a 
mission that Fourvière Retreat House is set to continue and 
sustain.

The opportunity for a time of retreat continues to be  
offered at Beatitudes Community in Leithfield. A beautiful 

new Hermitage of St Joseph opened at the end of last year on 
the grounds of the retreat centre. The necessary acquisition of 
an adjacent property has also been completed. Planning  
consent for the new project has been gained and a formal 
Trust board established which has been registered as a Chari-
table Trust. Some significant donations have been received.

 Should you wish to assist this exciting opportunity to fur-
ther promote the spiritual renewal of our diocese and country, 
please make contact with us in the first instance by Emailing: 
Fourvièretrust@gmail.com.
Fr John Adams

Proposed floor plan of the  
Fourvière Retreat House.

Artist’s impression of the  
Fourvière Retreat House.
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Many are the plans in a person's heart,
but it is the Lord's purpose that prevails. 
Proverbs 19:21

A St Vincent de Paul's Festival Day 
was shared by 60 members on 18 
March. They began with a rich spiritual 
reflection by Matt O'Connell, who him-
self chose St Vincent de Paul as his pa-
tron saint at his Confirmation. He called 
the members to deepen their prayer life 
as they continued the work begun in 
1833 with Frederic Ozanam. Conference 
members then reflected on that part of 
the message which spoke most deeply 
to them and discussed how they will 
carry this into action within their local 
conference.

The 14 Conferences spent time  
identifying the biggest challenges 
foreseen in the next 5 years, alongside 
the unfulfilled needs of Christchurch. 
Among the issues raised are: affordable 
quality social housing, issues of isola-
tion and loneliness of the homebound, 
resourcing those with mental illnesses, 
complicated circumstances of welfare 
clients, support for those returning to 
society from prison and a wider  
advocacy role. Bringing the love of God 
to their clients remains at the core.

A St Bede's kapa haka group  
welcomed Renato Lima de Oliveira, 
President General of the SVDP to  
Christchurch. He travelled from Brazil 
to be with us. His message to all was 
rooted in the book of Proverbs, many 
are the plans in a person's heart, but 
it is the Lord's purpose that prevails. 
President Oliveira then presented a Long 
Service Certificate of Appreciation and 
a Bronze Mercy Cross to Russell McKee 
for his 56 years of faithful service. The 
Young Vinnies from St Peter's and the 
Mission Team of the Diocese added to 
the richness of the day.

This year marks the 150th Anniver-
sary of the St. Vincent de Paul Society 
coming to New Zealand. The National 
Jubilee celebration will be hosted by 
Christchurch on 13-15 October.

Lyn Haines was welcomed and installed 
as the new Marralomeda community 
leader on 26 January. Trustee, Ruth 

Members of the Christchurch Area Board 
with the President General of SVDP (Brazil) 
and the Vice President of SVDP, Cambodia. 
Back L-R: Paul Gilroy, Ian Hunter, Renato 
Lima de Oliveria, PG SVDP, Matt O'Connell, 
Mike Daly, President. Front L-R: Penny 
Marks, Trish O'Keefe, Phally Nen, VP SVDP 
Cambodia, Brian Gardner, Claude Sissons.

New Marralomeda Community Leader
Photo Left: Lyn Haines and Marralomeda 
Founder, Anne-Marie Pike.
Centre: Community Members and Roger 
Pike at Mihi Whakatau.
Right: Eileen Zampac (Operations Manag-
er) and Lyn Haines.

Jones and advisor, Mike Kokiri facili-
tated a moving Mihi Whakatau which 
was attended by community members, 

friends and people from associated 
organizations. Lyn's new position, along 
with Eileen Zampac as the Operations 
Manager and Leigh Hall as the Assistant 
Operations Manager, marks a turning 
point in the life of Marralomeda. This 
community for people with intellec-
tual disabilities was founded in 1989 
by Anne-Marie and Roger Pike of St 
Joseph's parish, Papanui. They were 
inspired by Jean Vanier, the founder of 
L'Arche, who visited Christchurch in 
1977. Previously, Lyn has worked with 
Mother Teresa's Sisters in India.

Lyn has been accepted for a special 
retreat given by Jean Vanier. Should 
you wish to support Lyn on her journey, 
contact Kathleen Rushton RSM (Inter-
im Chairperson), email kprushton@
gmail.com

The diocesan website: www.chch.
catholic.org.nz advertises events 
happening within the diocese. As a parish, 
school, or church group you are welcome 
to advertise events. You can list your 
event from the link on the home page 
under ‘events’.

St Vincent de Paul Festival Day
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Monsignor James 
Harrington died on 28 
January in Nazareth 
House. He was in the 
60th year of his priest-
hood. In these pages, 
we feature contribu-
tions from the Most 
Rev Basil Meeking, 
Bishop Emeritus of the 
Christchurch Diocese 
and Most Rev Stephen 
Lowe, a priest of this 
diocese who is now 
Bishop of Hamilton.

Bishop Basil Meeking 
gave the homily at the 
Vigil Mass for Monsi-
gnor Harrington on 31 
January in St Mary's 
Pro-Cathedral. Much of 
his homily is printed here:

"St Paul in his first letter to his friend 
and helper, St Timothy, exhorts Timothy: 
‘Take great care of all that has been en-
trusted to you.’ This verse of Paul's letter 
came to mind as I reflected on  
the priestly life of Monsignor James 
Harrington.

“By temperament James Harrington 
was a careful man. He took trouble with 
what he did; he cared about the people 
who were his responsibility That was 
evident from his early years; it was re-
flected too in his artistic gifts and in the 
paintings and drawings he did. The Har-
rington family were closely involved in 
St Peter's Parish in Beckenham. Already 
while he was little more than a school 
boy Jim Harrington's talents in that 
direction were recognised by the parish 
priest of Beckenham, Monsignor James 
Kennedy, who was probably the most 
remarkable churchman our diocese has 
produced and who was a good friend 
to young Jim Harrington. Monsignor 
Kennedy entrusted to this careful young 

man the decoration of 
the altar and sanctuary 
of St Peter's Church 
which was at that time 
a simple wooden build-
ing that could do with 
some beautifying.

“However though 
James Harrington 
enjoyed his artistic gifts 
and exercised them to 
some extent throughout 
his life, his vocation was 
clearly to the priest-
hood. He was called 
to the care of souls in 
Catholic parishes. His 
long life is a testimony 
to the care he showed 
for God's Church, first of 
all her people and then 

for her church buildings. Jim Harrington 
was essentially a man of the Church. 
Monsignor Kennedy 
certainly fostered that in 
him when he was a pupil 
at St Peter's School. As 
an altar server he had 
come to love the Church's 
liturgy something that 
continued to develop in 
him throughout his life.

“The years immediate-
ly after the Second World 
War were a time of nota-
ble development in the 
diocese of Christchurch. 
1947 saw the opening of 
the National Seminary, 
Holy Name College here 
in Christchurch. With the 
strong encouragement 
of Monsignor Kennedy 
James Harrington was 
among the first students 
there. I suppose in seminaries there 
have always those who get through but 

with a struggle. James Harrington on 
the other hand was one of those  
who thrived in the seminary. He was in-
telligent, though no academic, and had 
such a deep interest in the Church that 
he was able to benefit from and to enjoy 
the formation, both spiritual and intel-
lectual given both at Holy Name and at 
Holy Cross College, Mosgiel where he 
went to do his philosophy and theology.

“On the 14th July, 1957 Father James 
Harrington was ordained priest; it was a 
great day for the Beckenham parish. He 
was the first priest ordained there and 
it was in the new church opened just 
the previous December. For the ceremo-
ny Father Jim kept a close eye on the 
church and its decoration and on the 
liturgy so everything was done with the 
dignity which both the new priest and 
Monsignor Kennedy required. The choir 
was in fine voice and rose to the heights 
of a Te Deum, one of the singers being  

a young man from Beck-
enham who the following 
year would himself go to 
the seminary and who is 
still with us, Monsignor 
Bill Middleton.

“At the Cathedral he 
came into his own and it 
is probably as Administra-
tor that he will continue 
to be remembered in the 
diocese. He had long had 
an interest in ecclesiasti-
cal architecture and had 
always loved the Cathe-
dral. Whether he wanted 
it or not, in 1974 he was 
drawn into the reordering 
of the Cathedral altar and 
the sanctuary which had 
already been set on foot 
by Bishop Ashby. This 

was very controversial and raised a lot of 
protest. Monsignor Harrington was put 

Monsignor James Harrington RIP
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under a considerable 
strain since he had to 
front up for an amount 
of what was being 
done. Of many similar 
things taking place in 
the Church in the 1970s 
Pope Emeritus Bene-
dict, always an honest 
man, in his recent final 
book, Last Testament (p 
142) comments: ‘One 
certainly asks oneself 
whether or not one did 
things rightly’.

“When things settled 
down, Monsignor 
Harrington took great 
delight in the Cathe-
dral and kept it in excellent condition. 
During this time he fostered the work of 
the Cathedral Trust and promoted the 
association called the Friends of  
the Cathedral and generally kept up  
people's interest in the building. He 
did this especially through the regular 
Friends of the Cathedral Bulletin which 
is an unequalled record of the Cathedral 
and its history over a period of more 
than 30 years.

“Monsignor Harrington was never  
just a busy administrator. First and  
foremost he was the priest of Jesus 
Christ. Yes, he took great care of the  
Cathedral and of the churches and par-
ishes where he served. but he never con-
fused people with things. He took care 
first and foremost of the souls entrusted 
to his pastoral care. Being of his time he 
went along with what was happening 
in the Church but never knowingly to 
the detriment of the Church. He had 
had a good seminary formation which 
had given him a sense of the Church. 
He could have re-echoed those words of 
Pope Emeritus Ben-
edict: ‘If the Church 
is viewed only as a 
human construction, 
the product of our 
own efforts, even the 
contents of the faith 
take on an arbitrary 
character; if we 
do not have some 
understanding of the 
Church as mystery, if 
we do not accept that 
she is supernatural, 
then what we believe 
and say about Christ 
comes to be only a 
human approach, a 
human initiative, not 
part of a revelation 
by God — which is 

what the Church is’.
“Monsignor Har-

rington was never in 
doubt that the priest 
has a unique and in-
dispensable role in the 
mystery of the Church, 
that the priest is first 
and foremost the one 
who bears this divine 
mystery and intro-
duces others into it. 
He always knew that 
by ordination he had 
been brought into the 
ministry commissioned 
by God in Jesus Christ 
who through the Holy 
Spirit is revealed for us 

as unconditional divine love.
“At this time of his departure we  

call to mind that Monsignor James 
Harrington took great care of all that 
had been entrusted to him and so with 
confidence we commend his soul to the 
mercy of God.

“Eternal rest grant 
unto him O Lord, and 
let perpetual light shine 
upon him. May he rest 
in peace. Amen.”

Prior to his ordina-
tion, Bishop Stephen 
Lowe of Hamilton was 
a priest of the Christ-
church Diocese. He was 
the principal celebrant 
at Monsignor Har-
rington's requiem Mass 
in St Mary's Pro-Cathe-
dral.  The following quo-
tations are drawn from 
Bishop Lowe's homily:

Bishop Lowe recalls 
benefiting from "the Harrington Finish-

ing School of Formation" 
as he was appointed there 
in 1994 as a senior semi-
narian and newly ordained 
priest. "Over the years, 
many of us were capti-
vated as he recounted the 
stories of our forebears in 
the faith, the talks he gave 
and the articles he wrote."

"He would always en-
courage, he would always 
have another perspective 
and he always delighted in 
journeying with his broth-
er priests. His parishioners 
found a gentle dispenser 
of God's merciful love."

"His homilies were 
always carefully crafted, 
he was a wordsmith and 

homilies for special occasions always 
captured the moment. He also had a gift 
of being able to preach to children."

For Monsignor Harrington, "to  
celebrate the Eucharist was an art. It 
had to be done beautifully so that every-
body could enter into the mystery."

Monsignor Harrington's appointments 
were as Assistant Priest in Hokitika, 
Rangiora, Mairehau and Sockburn and 
then Runanga (Administrator), fol-
lowed by appointments as Parish Priest 
in Cheviot, as Cathedral Administrator, 
Parish Priest in Greymouth, Mairehau, 
Ashburton, Tinwald, Methven and 
Rakaia.

He also served as Chancellor of the 
Christchurch Diocese and worked on 
several diocesan and church-related 
bodies.

Fr Harrington was named a Prelate 
of Honour, with the title "Monsignor", 
by Blessed Pope Paul VI in 1977 and as 
Protonotary Apostolic by Benedict XVI 
in 2005. An accomplished artist, he had 
overseen the design and manufacture 

of stained glass windows at Holy Name 
Seminary. At the time of his Golden 
Jubilee in 2007, he reportedly said "Had 
God not touched me on the shoulder I 
would probably have been a commercial 
artist." He was also reportedly respon-
sible for the coats of arms of several 
Christchurch bishops.

Another of Monsignor Harrington's 
accomplishments was overseeing the de-
sign and building of Our Lady of Fatima 
Church in Mairehau. This church did 
not survive the earthquakes.

Photographs in these pages show 
some of the most outstanding  
examples of the art of Monsignor 
Harrington These windows remain in 
the now derelict chapel of the former 
Holy Name Seminary in Riccarton Road, 
Christchurch. Many thanks to  
photographer Peter Fleming for his  
permission to use them.
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Around the Parishes

Formation in the 
Faith a Passionist  
Experience
In early March, Passionist Fami-
ly Groups from around the diocese 
gathered at Our Lady Star of the Sea, 
Sumner for a day of learning, formation 
and discussion. Melbourne Passionist 
priest Fr Brian Traynor CP presented on 
modern marriage, ageing and conscience 
and moral decision making. In his  
presentation, he reminded participants 
of the wisdom of Jesus to Peter, "I tell 
you, when you were younger you used 
to fasten your own belt and go  
wherever you wished. But when you 
grow old, you will stretch out your 
hands and someone else will fasten a 
belt around you and take you where you 
do not want to go". (John 21:18).

A Cracking Good 
Read
Books can change lives. What we read 
today, walks and talks with us tomorrow 
so in many ways we become what we 
read. St Joseph's parish in Papanui has 
600 copies of "Rediscover Catholicism" by 
Matthew Kelly to give away. They studied 
this book during Lent as they rediscov-
ered the beauty of the Catholic faith.

The International Catholic Programme 
for Evangelisation (ICPE) Mission Team 
visits St Joseph's Parish, Papanui to 
share the light of Christ: meeting people 
in seminars, visiting schools, rest homes, 
youth groups and people who are sick.

Holy Roller
At the end of 2016, Fr Dan Doyle pur-
chased 'The Holy Roller', for use on the 
Chatham Islands. The fully laden  
vehicle was loaded onto a boat in 
Timaru and and was received in the 
Chathams by Fr Kevin Fitzgerald, just 
before Christmas. Over the coming year, 
it is being put to good use as Fr Dan and 
a team plan to visit every home in this 
unique parish.

"A Parish Affaire"
In March, parishioners of Stella Maris 
Ferrymead entered a month long  
Ignatian retreat in daily life. Led by 
Kevin Gallagher, this retreat was run 
by the newly formed Yearning Hearts 
group of spiritual directors. The response 
of the people to this retreat experience 
was quite outstanding, with over sixty 
attending the weekly prayer and sharing 
sessions and a further eight praying at 
home.
With the support of parish priest Fr Dan 
Doyle, a cross-section of parish groups 
enriched the sharing of all participants. 
"It really has been a time of grace and 
goodness for us all here in Stella Maris, 
Good News we want to share!" said Sr 
Clare Murphy RNDM
Participants from Stella Maris Ferrymead at 
their retreat in daily life.

Marian Memorial
Recently, St Peter's Church, Beckenham installed some 
new sacred art in its lady chapel: a window depicting 
the icon of Mary, Mother of the Church. This icon was 
originally commissioned by Bishop Jones for the Year 
of Faith in 2013 and taken on pilgrimage around the 
diocese. The newly installed window was blessed on 
the first Sunday of Advent and is in memory of Fr Tom 
Power, who was parish priest at St Peter's Beckenham 
for 25 years, from 1987-2012. The window looks out to 
the school. It is full of light and even movement. The 

artwork was produced in Sydenham and is the gift of the parish in prayerful 
memory of their beloved priest.

Sharing the Light  
of Christ

. . . and with the parish of St Joseph’s, Papanui.

The ICPE Mission Team leads the children of St 
Joseph’s School Papanui in song and dance . . .
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Young Adults

Scrub fires are an unwelcome but all 
too common summer event in Canter-
bury. However, just before the New Year, 
fire of a spiritual kind engulfed part of 
Christchurch. Around 80 Hearts Aflame 
Participants converged on Rochester and 
Rutherford Halls across from the Univer-
sity of Canterbury's Ilam Campus. While 
many around Aotearoa saw in the New 
Year in town squares and on beaches, 
Hearts Aflame National Summer School 
was found in the Rochester Chapel, 
singing carols, gazing upon Our Lord in 
silent adoration before receiving Him in 
the Holy Eucharist. They too joined in 
lighting crackers but only after begin-
ning the year by inviting the Lord to be 
at the centre of their lives. With the full 
support of the Christchurch Diocese and 
the assistance of the Rochester Board, a 
ten day time of retreat, formation and 
encounter with Our Lord through  
sacramental grace and personal prayer 
was under way.

Hearts Aflame has run a National 
Catholic Summer School every year 
since 1992 and where possible, has oscil-
lated the school between the North and 
South Islands. In more recent years with 
the Canterbury earthquakes, this has 
not been possible. 2017 is the  
first time the school has been back in 
Christchurch since the 7.1 hit.

Participants between the ages of 18 
and 35 came from around New Zealand 
and off shore. This year, the biggest 
dioceses represented were Auckland and 
Christchurch. Some participants were 
supported by parishes. Many took time 
off work or away from families to deep-
en their faith and discover the beauty 
of the Church through Her liturgy. Each 
day saw Morning, Evening and Night 
Prayer chanted in English. All senses 
were engaged by the richness of the 
Mass. Priests were kept busy in the  
confessional every day with young 
people keen to gain a love for and confi-

dence in this great gift of the Church.
Not all prayer was centred in the 

chapel. With the assistance of the team 
and especially of the Beatitudes Sisters, 
the Ilam School hall was turned into an 
oasis of peace and beauty. It gave space 
for Praise and Worship and allowed 
participants to more easily move to 
receive personal prayer from those who 
were gifted to pray freely with them. 
Testimonies were offered from those an-
swering God's call to marriage, priestly 
and religious life. Q and A sessions were 

Hearts Aflame 2017:  
Fanning Faith Into  
a Fire

Priests & participants kneel before 
the Eucharist after a procession 
through the streets of Christchurch.

Dean Mischewski speaks about the exciting battle of 'Living In The 
World, But Not Of The World' at the Catholic Café discussion night.
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Young Adults A New Diocesan  
Tertiary Mission  
Team
2017 has seen a new Tertiary Mission 
Team established at Kolbe House, 5 
Rountree Street, just off Ilam Road. 
Four young people make up the 2017 
team: Ciara Eslao, Christiana Sulak, 
Jacob Fagan and Shaun Hickland. 
Fr Michael Therese csj is the newly 
appointed Tertiary Chaplain. He is 
also the Prior of the Community of 
St John, based in St Teresa's parish, 
Riccarton. Fr Michael is from Califor-
nia and brought the tertiary mission 
team model to Christchurch.

Team member Jacob Fagan ex-
plains "Our year began with a period 
of formation in theology, philosophy 
and ministry. We meet people one to 
one to catch up, see how things are 
and to read the Bible. We are also 
forming weekly Bible study small 
groups with the intention of deepen 
the faith of students. Our challenge 
is to form at least two groups each by 
the end of the year."

Christ is at the centre for the Ter-
tiary Mission Team. Mass is offered 
at 11.00am every Tuesday to Friday 
in the chapel of Rochester and  
Rutherford Halls, 77 Ilam Road. 
Lunch is then offered at Kolbe house. 
Bishop Emeritus Basil Meeking  
offers Mass and Confession from 
about 10.30 each Friday.

"We don't just minister to Univer-
sity of Canterbury students, but to 
Ara and Lincoln University students 
also." said Mr Fagan. "We have a 
Bible study at each of the campuses 
and a Mass on the first Saturday of 
every month at Lincoln University 
followed by dinner. We will also be 
holding two `busy student' retreats, 
one each semester. These retreats 
will be a week long but be fairly 
easygoing, with daily Mass, Adora-
tion and spiritual direction," said Mr 
Fagan. "We are deepening the exist-
ing community here at the chaplain-
cy. We hold a Young Adults group 
every Wednesday at 7.00pm here at 
Kolbe House. Already we have had 
many good discussions about theolo-
gy and philosophy," noted Mr Fagan.

It is an exciting year for the Ter-
tiary Chaplaincy and Mission Team. 
Please keep them in your prayers.

For more: Tel: 03-348-8882, Email: 
ctcchristchurch@gmail.com, Face-
book: www.facebook.com/ctcchrist-
church

a feature with all questions welcomed. 
The dining room gave space for infor-
mal chat, much of which focussed on 
faith. Priests and religious were present 
in good numbers, and again this year 
participants really appreciated time to 
speak one to one with them.

Hearts Aflame is a very good blend 
of intellectual and spiritual formation, 
head and heart are not set up in oppo-
sition to each other. While individual 
lecture topics cannot be listed here, they 
included aspects of theology, Scripture, 
history, liturgy, moral theology, spiritual-
ity, prayer and discernment, science and 
religion, apologetics and current issues 
in the Church today. Many of this year's 
contributing lecturers were drawn from 
the Christchurch Diocese. The work of 
the schools’ organising team and  
lecturers is all done voluntarily.

I witnessed a lot of enthusiasm and 
happiness about being Catholic. I was 
certainly reminded that we are happiest 
when we are answering the call to  
holiness. Here are some highlights 
shared by a small sample of those pres-
ent: one young lady said "For me, get-
ting to know people and getting to know 
that the Holy Spirit is working within 
me was great." David from  
Australia observed "My favourite thing 
was the liturgical music, I've really 
enjoyed the solemnity and sacredness 
that it’s brought to hearts." Shanté said 
that "I've gained a lot of clarity on what 
makes us Catholic and why we believe 
some of the things we do believe. It was 
absolutely beautiful." A fourth partici-
pant noted "I learnt how God wants me 
to bring my weaknesses and struggles 
to the Cross. In doing so this week, I've 
found a lot of peace." My own highlight: 

a Eucharistic procession from the chapel 
to the school hall and back, requiring 
many motorists and others to pause and 
wonder at what was happening.

Over its 25 years of ministry, Hearts 
Aflame has brought forth great fruit. 
Many over the years have formed strong 
Catholic marriages, have answered the 
call to priestly and religious life and 
have heard the call to holiness in the 
single life. Hearts Aflame Chaplain Fr 
John Adams observed that "It was a 
time of deep conversion for many", and 
that "while fun activities such as dance 
parties were also on offer, many chose 
to spend time in the chapel." Partici-
pants left after joining in Mass for the 
Epiphany with an excitement about 
their faith and a sadness about leaving. 
Perhaps these words from a hymn for 
the Transfiguration might best sum up 
their mood: "Tis good Lord to be here, 
yet we may not remain, but since you 
bid us leave the mount, come with us to 
the plain."
Ken Joblin
Sacred Music Co-ordinator
Christchurch Diocese

Left to right: Fr John Adams, Fr Thomas Dunton CSJ, Fr Michael 
Scheerger CSJ, Fr Peter McAfee sm (principal celebrant), Deacon 
Graeme Blackburn, Fr Matt Crawford sm, Fr Jeremy Palman.

Fr Thanh, from the Christchurch diocese, 
chats with participants as they create a 
tablecloth illustrating the life of a saint as 
part of their Small Group Challenge.



INFORM APRIL 2017 17

Religious Schools

Fr Bernard Donnelly SJ RIP
In early February, Fr Bernard Donnelly SJ died. He was 
well known to the Bryndwr parish as he would visit them 
regularly to help raise money for the Jesuit mission in  
India. A requiem Mass for Fr Donnelly was held in the 
Holy Family Parish, Timaru on 17 February.   Fr Robert 
Slattery knew Fr Bernard well and gave a tribute at his 
requiem; "Bernie had a great farewell, even two bishops, 
50 priests, about 500 people including students he taught, 
staff he had worked with, and people of many faiths." 
May he rest in peace.

Secular Order of  
Discalced Carmelites
The Teresian Carmelite charism is lived 
in three distinct styles of life, Friars, 
Nuns and Seculars, who by ecclesial 
commitment form one Order known as 
the Discalced Carmelites.

"The vocation of the secular is  
contemplative, lay and apostolic. It is 
lay in that the secular is called to live in 

the world in the community of the proper family in most cases 
or in a single state of life, and is called to form Communities 
with other seculars who have the same Carmelite vocation." 
(Fr Aloysius Deeney, OCD)

The secular Order of Discalced Carmelites are men and 
women striving for a closer relationship with God through a 
deeper prayer life and commitment to God, spiritual reading, 
studying the lives and works of the great Carmelite Saints and 
taking part in the various apostolic works of the Church.

We are committed Catholics who take on a more disciplined 
prayer life, daily recitation of the Divine Office, morning and 
evening prayer, half an hour each day in quiet prayer, daily 
Mass, wear the brown Scapular of Our Lady of Mount Carmel 
and make a silent retreat at least once a year.

We take an active interest in the lives of our fellow mem-
bers and assist the Sisters of Carmel in whatever capacity is 
required. Members undergo initial and ongoing formation.

Being a Secular Carmelite requires commitment and reor-
dering of life's priorities. But for those called, the blessings of 
such a way of life far outweigh the sacrifices involved. If you 
sense a desire to do something more, and are attracted by a 
life of prayer in apostolic service of the Church and joining in 
community with others — you are invited to contact:

Megan Emery, President OCDS Peace of Christ Community, 
Christchurch. Tel: 383-0706, Mobile: 027 410 6940, Email: 
benedictus@windowslive.com; Mary O'Boyle, Formator OCDS 
Peace of Christ Community, Christchurch. Tel: 386-2018, Mo-
bile: 021-260-6289 Email: moboyle@xtra.co.nz

The Seal of Carmel: "Zelo zelatus sum pro Domino Deo exercitu-
um" “With zeal have I been zealous for the Lord God of hosts"

Father Antoine Tomas celebrates the 25th anniversary of his 
priestly ordination.

The Catholic Community of Learning is now officially ap-
proved by the Minister of Education and is underway. Four-
teen of the Catholic schools in Christchurch joined this new 
collaborative model, created by the Ministry. This initiative is 
part of the "Investing in Educational Success" programme. All 
five Catholic secondary colleges in Christchurch have joined, 
together with nine Catholic primary schools. The overall objec-
tive is to raise achievement of all students by working collab-

oratively and sharing best practice 
across the community of schools.

The Catholic Community of 
Learning will focus on raising 
achievement in specific learning 
areas: Mathematics, Science and 
Writing, as well as including a Spe-
cial Character focus — Social Jus-
tice. We will also focus on cultural 
responsiveness and the well-being 
of our students, especially around 
the transition points between edu-
cational levels.

Ministry resourcing will enable us to identify very effective 
teachers from across the Catholic school community. It will 
give them the time and resourcing to share their best practice 
with others within their school and across the Community of 
Learning. Our goal is the development of broader collaboration 
across our schools; the sharing of knowledge and expertise to 
raise student achievement; and the clear educational pathway 
of Catholic primary students leading into our Catholic second-
ary schools.

Tony Shaw is Principal of Catholic Cathedral College. He has 
been appointed the Lead Principal of the Community of Learn-
ing for the next two years. The first task for this Community 
of Learning is to recruit a number of "Across Community 
lead teachers" who will each lead specific initiatives to raise 
achievement in their area of expertise. Each of the schools will 
have "Within School lead teachers" who will be selected on 
their specific area of strength.

For more: www.catholiccol.org.nz

Tony Shaw
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Schools: Head Students

St THOMAS OF CANTERBURY COLLEGE

Head Boy: Earl Dan 
Dela Cruz Baua 
As College Captain at St Thomas of 
Canterbury College, I believe that ac-
knowledging Special Character is a must 
in all schools, especially in those that 
are Christian. The education provided at 
this school goes beyond sciences, maths, 
literature and art but teaches us to be 
well rounded Christian men who grow 

to have values and develop into our unique selves.
Last year a group of us completed a fundraiser and raised 
enough to fund life-saving surgery for a young boy in the Phil-
ippines. I believe it is these things that truly count, where faith 
can be seen in action and St Thomas Young Men can show 
their true value. This year I want to encourage our College to 
continue putting faith in action, whether it be work in the 
community, through fundraisers or just spreading the Word.

MARIAN COLLEGE

Head Girl: Lilly d'Emden
“Marian College has provided me 
with so many wonderful opportuni-
ties and experiences. Now it is my 
turn to do something for a school 
that has done so much for me. We 
want to embody the school values of 
courage, commitment and persever-
ance as leaders and encourage our 
fellow students to do the same.”
Lilly is dedicated to the Catholic 
special character and the charisms 
of Marian College, which is very 
much a family. This was reinforced 
for her when she attended the Sisters of St Joseph JJAM stu-
dent leadership course in Sydney earlier this year. Lilly along 
with the other senior leaders, has a focus for the college this 
year "Get your hands dirty!" This is Marian's commitment to 
service for the greater good, as all Marian girls do hours of 
voluntary service for the school and wider community.

CATHOLIC CATHEDRAL COLLEGE

Head Girl: Chelsea Jade Ruiz
I have been at Catholic Cathedral 
College since year 9. This was the 
first Catholic school I had ever 
been to and I could not be more 
grateful for the opportunity to 
learn, not only in a great school 
but especially in one known for 
its strong Catholic values. In the 
four years I have been at Catholic 
Cathedral College, what stood out 
for me the most was the family 
spirit. This family spirit is one of 
the pillars of one of our founding 
congregations, the Marist Broth-

ers. I have learned to embrace and include those around me, 
especially those who are marginalised. As head girl, I want to 
focus on supporting my fellow leaders in their roles as well as 
offering myself to help as much as I can in the community. As 
servant leaders, we are reminded to put our hands up instead 
of out, offering service while expecting nothing in return.

Head Boy: Jade Nouata:
Talofa Lava. I started here in Year 
12 after attending schools in Samoa 
and Australia. I have grown as a 
person through this special envi-
ronment that stresses the role of 
servant leadership. I want to work 
to unite our community and to do 
this 'in the way of Mary' — one of 
the Marist Pillars. I want to be a 
positive role model for our junior 
students and to 'live by faith'. This 
school has inspired me to be a better 
person, to give to my community, to 
follow the Gospel. The family spirit 
is very strong at this school, and I will work hard to contribute 
to strengthening that, and to inspire all students to be the best 
that they can be. I will also serve my wider community and 
focus on what I can give to others.

VILLA MARIA COLLEGE

Head Girl: Berith Petaia
“Those who have the privilege to know, 
have the duty to act.” Indeed, Einstein's 
famous words are a testament to the fu-
ture that lies ahead for me as Head Girl. I 
am honoured to take on such a role.
This year our aim as leaders is to chal-
lenge girls to work and think beyond 
their comfort zones in whatever they do. 
Central to our goals for 2017 is reinforc-
ing the importance of Service and Mercy 
Action. "Le ala I le pule o le tautua" (The 
way to authority is through service) This 
ancient Samoan proverb speaks volumes in what I believe. 
When we serve others from the heart, we gain so much. With 
God's guidance, anything is possible.
Faafetai tele Lava, Faaalualuo.
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RONCALLI COLLEGE

Head Girl: Izzy Docherty
I started Year 9 as a closed minded young girl who came from 
a secular primary school and maintained that same mindset 
through to year 11. I was your standard, society-conforming 
sheep who thought all that mattered was how I looked and if I 
was popular or not. Due to a lack of understanding, I thought 
this religious stuff was "stupid". During Year 12 I went through 
a rough patch. I thought my world was ending. Little did I 
know this was going to change 
me for the better. I came out 
of the other side a different 
person. I began to find myself, 
my true self, and still am to 
this day. I have become a very 
open-minded person; to say I 
find everything about this world 
interesting is an understatement. 
Faith is something that has 
supported me and I now see the 
strength that it can give. Going 
to Roncalli College has given me 
so many opportunities thanks 
to the Catholic faith that is its 
foundation. I have met amazing 
people and learned incredible 
things.
I have come to love prayer and Mass and find them empow-
ering and an amazing time to reflect and embrace gratitude. I 
have gone from a sad, closed-minded sheep of a young girl to 
an astonishingly happy and loving person all thanks to going 
to Roncalli and being a part of this Catholic community.

Head Boy: Hamish Scarsbrook
I am surrounded by people who love me, teachers that care 
and a community that is strong. I come from a Catholic fam-
ily and enjoyed the benefits of Catholic teaching, attending 
Catholic schools. I don't regret a day of this because Catholic 
schools have that "special bond" that is indescribable. I am 
more than blessed to be a part of this amazing Roncalli Col-
lege. Whilst we have the traditional Religious Education, what 
makes our College special is that we put our religious  
teachings into practice and use them to advantage others. Last 
year along with other parishioners we formed a "Soup Kitch-
en" that encouraged those in the parish/community that seek 
company or just want a good hearty chat to come together over 
a meal. It is humbling to see the happiness that can be created 
simply by paying attention to those who simply need it.
I believe the power of prayer, reflection and religion are special, 
especially in a time of darkness and I'm so happy I could expe-
rience what I did. Stay safe and God bless you all.

Schools: Head Students
JOHN PAUL II HIGH SCHOOL, GREYMOUTH
In March, Head Students of John Paul II High School, Geor-
gina Anderson-Brooks, Richard Grantley, Natasha Hurrel and 
Angus Wallace flew to Christchurch to the Champagnat Marist 
Student Leaders Forum with 40 other Head Students from 
Marist Schools around the country. We came together to learn 
about servant leadership and Marcellin Champagnat values. 
This allowed us to connect to the many different schools 
founded by the Marist Brothers. We learnt how to be effective 
student leaders and be inspired by ideas from the forum, and 
other student leaders. We did a variety of fun and challenging 
activities and developed friendships with all of the amazing 
individuals who lead the New Zealand Marist schools. I don't 
think it's an experience that any of us will forget.
Richard Grantley
Head Boy

Bucket Fillers
Our school wide focus for the year is based on Mary Mackillop's 
motto of 'Never see a need without trying to do something about 
it'. We have shortened it to "See a need, fill a need'. We are encour-
aging our students to be bucket fillers by doing kind deeds to help 
others which in turn fills their own buckets too. We are wanting 
the children to understand the intrinsic reward of doing some-
thing for others as opposed to receiving an extrinsic reward.
Bridget Grant, Our Lady of the Assumption School

Champagnat Marist Student Leaders from around New Zealand.
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Schools

St Albans Catholic School Takes 
Out Gold
In a recent School garden show, St Albans Catholic School's 
"Lorax Garden" won a gold award plus the prestigious Schools’ 
Choice Award.

Inspiration for our exhibit came during our 2016 learning 
focus on Sustainability. Dr Seuss's Lorax gives readers both a 
warning and hope for the future of our world. We welcome a 
story that reminds us to value the gifts of nature and to take 
responsibility and care of our environment.

Mrs Nicky Ryan-Yates, staff member and gardener extraor-
dinaire, together with the enthusiastic members of the Garden 
Club had much pleasure in creating this prize winning garden. 
Many visitors to the show commented that the garden setting 
looked better than the book and the movie!

Bread and Water
The students and staff of St Albans 
Catholic School began Lent with their 
annual fasting day on Ash Wednesday. 
Fr Chris Orr reminded us to fast with 
a smile on our face (which we did!). 
Thank you to the generosity of our 
school community for their donation 
of $297.00 to Caritas.


