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Bishop’s Note
Dear friends in Christ,

It is my pleasure to be writing my 
first column as the tenth Bishop of 
Christchurch. It is a privilege to have 
been asked by Pope Francis to lead 
the Church in this part of the country. 
I know what good priests we have, 
what strong parish communities there 
are, how well our school network is 
operating and how much the Church 
community is working to help others 
and to spread the Gospel. The diocese 
has a rich heritage and I am very aware 
of all those who have gone before us 
who still support us now with their 
prayers from heaven.

I want to thank all those who made 
my ordination such a wonderful 
occasion. I have been touched by the 
generosity of people with their time 
and talents in making it possible for 
us to have such a prayerful liturgy 
and joyful celebration. For so many to 
have gathered from around the diocese 
and beyond was very humbling and 
comforting; it reminds me again of 
how much bigger than any one of us 
our faith community is, and yet we 
belong and are valued as individuals. I 
particularly wish to thank Fr Chris Friel, 
the Administrator of the Cathedral, for 
his oversight of the whole process and 
for the team that worked with him to 
prepare it all.

One of the things that a new bishop 
is asked to do is have a coat of arms 
and a motto. This is a little daunting 
as what is decided is what you carry 
for the rest of your life! I have chosen 
the motto ‘Rejoice in the Lord always’ 

because it reminds me that we have 
been so blessed by God to share in his 
life, to be saved by Jesus his Son, and 
to look forward to eternal life with him. 
With such love and generosity how can 
we not rejoice? Our world needs to hear 
this Good News, and if we really depth 
these mysteries this will help us to be 
filled with gratitude and to rejoice. It 
also echoes the words of Mary in the 
Magnificat, ‘My soul rejoices in God my 
Saviour’. As a Marist I am formed to try 
to follow Christ as Mary did, to be the 
perfect disciple as she was, to have her 
attributes, and especially to rejoice as 
she did.

In the coat of arms the symbol of 
Mary at the top reflects my belonging to 
the Society of Mary and her place in the 
Church and her presence in our world. 
The sheep with the crook represents 
the Good Shepherd and the call to seek 
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out the lost and care for the people. 
The sheep also links to my growing 
up in Hastings and the importance of 
agriculture in that area.

I have appreciated greatly the warm 
welcome that I have received from so 
many people. It gives me great hope 
for the future and the courage to take 
up this role, something that I would 
never have envisaged myself doing. 
I particularly want to thank Fr Rick 
Loughnan for his wonderful support 
to me in these last three months, and 
of course for his administration of the 
diocese since the death of Bishop Barry 
Jones. He has done a wonderful job over 
a much longer period than he would 
have expected. Fr Rick now returns to 
being the Vicar General of the diocese 
and parish priest at Christ the King.

I am very aware in writing this that 
I have yet to visit the people of the 
West Coast, South Canterbury or the 
Chatham Islands. I very much look 
forward to doing so in the near future 
and to meeting the people of these 
areas. I will be going to Port Moresby in 
April for the Federation of Bishops of 
Oceania meeting, so will be out of the 
diocese for a couple of weeks. Please 
pray for the success of this meeting, it 
occurs every four years and involves 
the Bishops of New Zealand, Australia, 
Oceania and Papua New Guinea.

It is very pleasing to hear of the 
appointment of Fr Michael Dooley as 
the next Bishop of Dunedin. I very much 
look forward to working with Bishop-
Elect Michael, and while I will be the 
youngest bishop in the country I won’t 
be the newest!

Please be assured of my prayers 
for you and your families this Easter. 
May the time of Lent be one of good 
preparation for celebrating the death 
and resurrection of Christ. May he find 
our hearts renewed again and ready to 
celebrate well the paschal mystery.
Yours in Christ,
+Paul Martin SM
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Every Ash Wednesday in Aotearoa New 
Zealand, the Catholic and Anglican 
Churches share an ecumenical service. 
Our two Cathedral communities 
join together, alternating between St 
Mary’s Pro-Cathedral and the Anglican 
Transitional Cathedral. This year, 
the service took place in St Mary’s 
Pro-Cathedral where Bishop Victoria 
Matthews gave the sermon. Here are 
some excerpts of her message:

“It is a privilege to be here this 
evening, as Anglicans and Romans 
share their Catholic faith and together 
enter the Lenten journey. It’s also a 
great pleasure to meet Bishop-Elect 
Paul Martin of the Society of Mary. Let 
me say at the outset that Anglicans are 
great admirers of Pope Francis and we 
rejoice in the strong friendship between 
the Archbishop of Canterbury and 
Pope Francis. May we have the same 
sort of friendship. I so enjoyed Bishop 
Barry, I’ve so enjoyed Fr Rick and I look 
forward to a great friendship with you, 
Fr Paul.

2018 is the first year since 1945 when 
Valentine’s Day has fallen on Ash 
Wednesday. You’re forgiven if you didn’t 
know that. Ash Wednesday is a day of 
fasting whereas the secular celebration 
of St Valentine’s Day tends to be about 
love expressed through flowers and 

chocolates. So, you have a 
choice before you tonight: 
chocolates and romance or 
ashes and fasting. You have 
chosen well.

In fact, both observances 
are about love. Forget 
romance because it does 
not endure but love does 
endure, love lasts forever. 

What Ash Wednesday 
beckons us into is a 
journey towards the 
cross of Christ and 
that journey is all 
about drawing close 
to the profound love 
of God in Jesus our 
Saviour and Lord. No, it isn’t easy but it 
is deeply worthwhile. Besides that, what 
we’re invited to do for Christ is nothing, 
absolutely nothing compared to what 
Jesus has done for us on the cross. 

In this life, in this culture we live 
with a great deal of busyness and many 
distractions. Not many of us ponder 
how we will fill our day but rather fret 
about how we will fit everything in to 
the hours we have. We are distracted 
from paying attention to our first true 
love, which is God. Hence of Lent, we 
strive to give up some of the things 
that inappropriately fill up our lives to 

Valentine’s Day and 
Ash Wednesday

Top: The Ecumenical Service on 
Ash Wednesday is led by the Very 
Rev Lawrence Kimberley, Dean of 
Christchurch; Bishop-Elect Paul Martin; 
The Right Rev Victoria Matthews, 

Bishop of Christchurch; and Rev Fr Chris 
Friel, Administrator of St Mary’s Pro-
Cathedral; Above: Bishop-Elect Paul Martin 
and Rev Fr Chris Friel impose the ashes 
on their Anglican brother and sister. Left: 
The Right Rev Victoria Matthews, Bishop of 
Christchurch

capacity. What we’re doing is needing 
the gardener of our lives so that there 
is room for our best selves to grow and 
flourish by God’s grace. 

So my friends, Roman and Anglican, I 
pray for you a holy Lent and encourage 
you on the journey to the cross. 
Remember, roses wither, and in my 
experience chocolate doesn’t last very 
long either, but the love of God remains 
forever.”

Marianne Daly regularly attends this 
service. She reflected: “I found it to be a 
wonderful service last night. The music 
was beautiful and to have the choirs 
combined, quite powerful. Somehow, 
Ash Wednesday holds much power for 
me and the signing especially, one event 
I find quite moving. One believer and 
sinner after another coming forward 

to say ‘Amen’ to ‘Turn away from sin 
and be faithful to the Gospel’. We 
are amongst friends, strangers, those 
whom we may hurt and those who at 
times hurt us and we see and embody 
that Cross publicly along with the path 
toward greater holiness.”
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Bishop’s Office
I am a fulltime chaplain and work at Rolleston Men’s prison.

I thought I would begin by explaining the word “chaplain” 
to you. The term comes from the French word Chappelle, 
which is a coat or a covering. The term originates from the 
old Christian story of St Martin who offered his Chappelle 
(coat) to someone in deep distress and gave him a covering, 
a lifesaving protection. In a similar manner to the parable 
of the Good Samaritan, the prison chaplain offers kindness, 
compassion and a Christ-like presence, as we journey 
alongside those in need.

I visit Rolleston prison on two days a week. I am always 
happy to visit the units because the prisoners all warmly 
welcome me. I spend my day visiting the units and speaking 
with the men and women. I loiter with intent. I wander 
around saying “hi” to them in the hope they may want me 
to sit down and discuss matters with them. Many of the 
prisoners want to talk to chaplains as we are not part of 
Corrections and unless it is something criminal, they have an 
ear to listen to them. It is their time and it can be prayerful, 
personal, or a family matter.

Another role for me is to take Bible classes. This again 
provides the men time to read the Bible and discuss the 
readings. As I have only recently begun reading the Bible, 
what I have learnt is that no matter what you hear from the 
Bible, it is correct. I tend to read the passage out and get them 
to listen. This is because many of the men are unable to read, 
so it removes that embarrassment. I tell them that whatever 
they hear and understand is correct to them.

TIME CAPSULE
From The Archives
Recently, repair work began 
on St Bernadette's Church in 
the Hornby/Darfield parish. A 
time capsule was uncovered 
behind a plaque in the church. 
Unfortunately the time capsule 
was not sealed properly, so that 
over the past 30 years moisture 
soaked its contents, leaving the 
papers within a sodden mess.

The Property Team brought 
the time capsule in to the 
Diocesan Archives. With the 
help of the amazing Lynn Campbell from 
Campbell Conservation (https://www.
campbellconservation.co.nz) the contents 
were salvaged, dried and separated. Some 
of the paper had disintegrated and on some pages the writing 
has completely faded. But at least we could see what was 
included, a 1984 coin, stamps, an order of service for the 
opening of the church and a commemorative booklet.

The Archives can give some tips and advice to parishes 
wanting to create time capsules for your churches undergoing 
repair or rebuild or help salvage newly discovered time 
capsules. A brief information sheet is available on the Archives 
webpage https://archives.chchcatholic.nz/educational-
resources/other-educational-resources/
Triona Doocey

Mass for World Day of the Sick
People suffering from ill health at home and in hospitals 
and those who care for them were remembered at a Mass to 
commemorate the 26th World Day of the Sick.

Each year the Pope issues a message for World Day of the 
Sick which is held on 11 February. People around the world 
take time to remember and pray for those who are sick, 
impaired by age or who are undergoing surgery. “As well as 
remembering the sick, the purpose was also to appreciate 
the people who work hard to alleviate their suffering,” 
said Catholic Chaplain, Angela McCormick. “Last year an 
ecumenical service was held when we prayed for staff and 
their families, for the healing of our sick citizens and for those 
who had died.” This year, a Mass was celebrated on 8 February 
with a small group of staff and others gathered to pray and 
remember, to praise and thank God.

To read the full text google “Message of his Holiness Pope 
Francis for the twenty-sixth world day of the sick 2018.”
Mike Stopforth

Autumn Issue 112 March 2018

NGA MIHI NUI FROM THE 
EDITORIAL DESK
Inform Issue 112, our Lenten edition, reports Catholic life in 
our diocese since December. This edition very much reflects 
the reality that in life we experience both joy and sorrow.

A key feature is the celebration of Bishop Martin’s 
episcopal ordination. We especially thank Peter Fleming 
for his outstanding photography. We also pause to mark 
the untimely death of Fr Graeme Blackburn in January. We 
observe the beginning of Lent with a reflection from Bishop 
Victoria Matthews at the Ash Wednesday Ecumenical 
Service in our Pro-Cathedral. Again this year, we feature 
contributions from our college leaders along with news 
from around the parishes and in the diocese.

We thank you for your contributions to Inform Edition 
112. Remember to give Inform to those you know who may 
appreciate reading it.
In Christ,
Ken Joblin, Editor; Caitlin Godfrey, Assistant Editor

Kindness, Compassion and a Christ-Like Ear
In Rolleston one evening a prisoner asked me a Bible 

question, I could not answer him. Another prisoner asked if 
he could answer, well, he gave an amazing answer and had 
read the Bible for many years. I told the guys that any further 
answers, he would deal with them. He asked me afterwards 
did I mean it, I said “Yes, as you are more knowledgeable than 
me.” He became known as the professor.

My other role is to take Communion services. All faiths are 
invited as chaplains are employed to be ecumenical. I deal 
with a lot of Muslim prisoners as my refugee work allowed me 
to understand Islamic protocols.

It is a privilege to be a chaplain. I look forward to going 
to work and am happy to come home with some wonderful 
thoughts and support actions I was able to do that day.
Peter Kennedy
Prison Chaplain
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Bishop’s Office

A parish picnic is not an unusual event 
but the last Sunday in February saw a 
picnic with a difference. This one was 
organised by our diocese and hosted 
by Hornby/Darfield and Sockburn 
Parishes. Its purpose, to gather as many 
Irish Catholic Immigrants together as 
possible and welcome them into our 
parish communities.

Over 200 people gathered at the 
West Coast Road home of Darfield 
parishioners, Mike and Helena Hanning. 
The Jameson’s Irish band from the 
Bog Bar in Christchurch provided the 
music, brightly attired Irish Dancers 

Each year our diocese celebrates the Rite 
of Election in our Pro-Cathedral. It is 
a wonderful experience to witness the 
journey of people who are baptised in 
other Christian traditions but who desire 
full communion in the Church and still 
others who have come from no Christian 
tradition but who are discerning the 
truth of Jesus Christ and who desire to 
be incorporated into his mystical body, 
the Church. A number of parishes in the 
Christchurch diocese offer the Order of 
Christian Initiation of Adults (OCIA). 
Through this ancient catechetical 
process, members of the Church walk 
with people as they discern God’s call 
in their lives. There may be one or two 
in a number of parishes but when they 
all come together for the the Rite of 
Election, we can then see a number of 
people longing for Christ in his Church. 
It is a great joy to meet someone who 
says they are interested in becoming 
Catholic or who have read something 
which has uncovered a longing they did 
not know they had.
The Rite of Election usually coincides 
with the beginning of Lent. This rite also 
marks the beginning of a period of more 

from O’Neill’s School of Irish Dance 
entertained the crowd, while a collection 
of over 20 restored Buick cars caught the 
eye of many. Children were entertained 
with a Bouncy Castle, face painting and 
an array of games. The diocese provided 
chips and drinks to keep the children 
happy.

Blankets were spread, deck chairs and 
gazebos were erected to provide comfort 
and protection from the sun. Picnic 
lunches and other food were shared and 
consumed as people from many parishes 
converged, conversed and shared the 
moment.

 Just a week before his episcopal 
ordination, Bishop-Elect Paul Martin 
was joined by eight of his brother priests 
as they moved amongst those present 
chatting and sharing in the hospitality 
provided by the hosts. Bishop-Elect Paul 
made a notable impact on those present 
as he mingled with the crowd, speaking 
to young and old alike.

The success of this inaugural event 
means we will see similar events staged 
for more of our Catholic communities 
from the Asia-Pacific region who are 
making our diocese their home.
Phil Gourdie

Blankets Were Spread, Deck Chairs And Gazebos Erected 
The Irish Catholic Picnic

Far left: Brightly 
attired Irish Dancers 
from O’Neill’s 
School of Irish 
Dance entertaining 
the crowd. Left: A 
piñata tug-of-war 
was among the 
array of games that 
entertained the 
children.

Above: This year’s Candidates are: Emma Cooper, Gary Stevenson, Tofoi Loto, Finauga Loto, Oliver 
Crook, Poppy Crook and Cheryl Pulley. Those featured on the right are 
Catechumen/Elect. They are Jade Tonkin, Paul Tonkin, Kevin Kaiming 
Yang, Michelle Bing Gong, Steve Chin, Ian Burton, Kirsty Knight, Pamela 
Parker, Louise Molloy, Barbara Tasker and Andrew Whaley.
Right: With the support of her godparent, Moira Vander Krogt, Jade Tonkin 
enrols in the Book of the Elect in preparation for her initiation into the 
Catholic Church.

Full Communion in The Church

intense preparation. In this time, those 
discerning their call to full communion 
are encouraged to follow Christ with 
greater generosity.

Fr Rick Loughnan presided at this 
year’s Rite of Election in late February. 
We have the Candidates on the left. 

Already one with us in baptism they are 
called to full communion in the Catholic 
Church. Those Elect pictured on the 
right will be Baptised, and both groups 
will be Confirmed and make their first 
Holy Communion at the Easter Vigil in 
their parishes.
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The National Professional Standards Committee (NPSC) 
recently appointed former Christchurch lawyer and mother of 
two, Virginia Noonan, to the role of Director, National Office of 
Professional Standards (NOPS).

Ms Noonan, most recently working as the inaugural 
Safeguarding Coordinator in our diocese, took up this new 
role in January. NOPS is an agency of the Mixed Commission, 
a partnership between the New Zealand Catholic Bishops 
Conference (NZCBC) and Congregation Leaders Conference 
of Aotearoa New Zealand (CLCANZ). It sets out the strategic 
direction of the Catholic Church’s safeguarding policy for 
children, young people and adults at risk. It is also responsible 
for monitoring and auditing the compliance of dioceses 
and religious orders with these safeguarding principles and 
procedures. NOPS also responds to all complaints of abuse in 
the Church and manages the complaints procedure.

Ms Noonan has been involved in a wide range of 
organisations, including private legal practice, directorships 
on both local and national boards, and as consultant for the 
government in both statutory management and governance 
facilitation roles.

Mr Phil Hamlin, Chair of 
the NPSC, commented on the 
appointment, “We are delighted 
that Virginia will take up the 
position, building on the good 
work done to date by the present 
incumbent, Bill Kilgallon. We’re 
fortunate in that while Virginia is 
new to this role, she has a good 
understanding of the issues, having 
worked previously with Bill in her 
capacity as one of the six Diocesan 
Safeguarding Leaders. She has the 
relevant experience necessary for this role, and brings with it a 
fresh perspective.”

 On the announcement of her appointment, Ms Noonan 
said, “I am clear that safeguarding is not simply an issue of 
compliance, but is an integral part of the life and ministry of 
the Church. As every person has been created in the image 
and likeness of God, we have a duty to value and safeguard all 
people within our Church community.”

From Our Diocesan General 
Manager

I write to you in the days following the 
ordination of Bishop Paul Martin. His 
ordination is a great gift to our diocese. We 
are looking forward to working with him 
and for him in the coming years. I share 
the gratitude of so many for the work and 
leadership of Fr Rick Loughnan and wish 
him well as he returns to his first love of 
being a parish priest.

 This year we have already had some great events in the 
life of the diocese. St Thomas of Canterbury College had a 
grand opening of a new building, Villa Maria College had a 
wonderful centennial celebration, Nazareth House opened its 
lovely new chapel, the new St Mary’s Catholic Church opened 
in New Brighton, and the list goes on. Events like the Golden 
Catholics begin again, our very first Catholic Business Dinner 
was in March following on from our successful Lunch last year 
along with our first Picnic for new migrants with many more 
events to come. I wish you all the best as Easter approaches.
Kind Regards, Andy Doherty

New Director for the Catholic 
Church’s National Office of 
Professional Standards

Nazareth Dedication  
- January 26, 2018
Today the new Nazareth House Christchurch chapel was 
dedicated. The chapel is an attractive heart of the rest-home 
community. The simple, dignified design includes the altar, 
stained-glass windows and stations of the cross from the old 
earthquake-damaged chapel. The design of the chapel has also 
recreated the transcendent dimension of the old.

Good preparation and thought has gone into all important 
and structural aspects of the chapel. The less than ideal parts 
(prominent data-projectors and screens and unnecessarily 
visible sound speakers) can easily be updated.

The sisters deserve our gratitude and congratulations 
for achieving this pleasing result, a chapel which will be a 
beautiful dwelling for God in the midst of the Nazareth House 
community of faith for many decades into the future.
http://foodforfaith.org.nz/2018/01/nazareth-chapel/

Above: The congregation at the 
Dedication Mass of the Nazareth 
House Chapel. Left: Diocesan 
Administrator Fr Rick Loughnan 
at the Dedication of the Nazareth 
House Chapel.
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The last edition of Inform carried the 
much anticipated announcement that 
Pope Francis has given our diocese a 
new bishop. 

Fr Paul Martin SM became Bishop-
Elect of the Christchurch Diocese in 
December 2017 and was ordained on 
Saturday 3 March.

With our earthquake damaged 
cathedral unavailable for use and the 
limited capacity of our Pro-Cathedral, 
the newly built Christchurch Boys  
High School auditorium became our 
cathedral for the morning. A lack of 
parking at the venue offered many 
people the opportunity to come  
together via a number of buses from city 
parishes.

A cloudy morning saw around 1500 
joy-filled Catholics and their friends 
along with members of other Christian 
traditions and faiths, many from the 
Society of Mary, civic dignitaries and 
members of parliament converge at Boys 
High School well before the 11.00am 
commencement. A newly formed 

Diocesan Children’s Choir (drawn 
from representatives of our primary 
schools) and Collegium (with singers 
contributing from our five Christchurch 
city colleges) set a joyful and reverent 
scene with half an hour of song. The 
clergy then processed to the sanctuary 
as we sang the great Franciscan hymn, 
All Creatures of our God and King, 
complete with majestic leadership by 
our Cathedral choir, brass, percussion 
and soaring descant.

A karanga was offered by 
representatives of Te Runaka Ki 
Otautahi O Kai Tahu and a mihi 
whakatau from Richard Tankersley. 
These formalities along with prayer and 
song formed a fitting prologue to the 
Mass.

The Rite of Ordination is always 
a sacred and dignified part of the 
liturgy and especially so when we are 
witnessing the fullness of the priesthood 
being conferred by the bishops with the 
laying on of hands. We have printed the 
content of John Cardinal Dew’s homily 

Ordination
The Diocese of Christchurch Celebrates  
a Long-Awaited Episcopal Ordination

for further reflection and prayer along 
with the examination of the candidate.

The Mass proceeded with the children 
and young people singing Mozart’s Ave 
Verum at Offertory, Bishop Martin’s 
sister singing Mozart’s Laudate 
Dominum before the Catholic Youth 
Team Music Ministry led us in reflective 
song during Communion.

Newly ordained Bishop Paul Martin 
addressed his people in a heartfelt 
speech after Communion. We offer 
excerpts of this speech in these 
pages. Our hearts were again lifted 
heavenward through prayer and song 
with a powerful rendition of Now Thank 
We All our God as the bishop blessed 
us. A trumpet fanfare accompanied the 
procession from the auditorium into a 
beautifully fine afternoon. Speeches and 
refreshments concluded a moving and 
memorable day. Many gathered again on 
Sunday morning in our Pro-Cathedral 
for Bishop Martin’s installation Mass. 
We give thanks to God for all that has 
been and all that will be.

The Book of Gospels is held above Bishop-Elect Martin’s 
head as Cardinal Dew reads the Prayer of Consecration.
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What follows is the homily 
of John Cardinal Dew, which 
preceded the ordination of 
Bishop Martin.
“You are the salt of the earth, you are the 
light of the world.” I didn’t really know 
what my grandfather meant when I heard 
him say to Mum one day when I was about 
9 or 10, as he looked out the window and 
saw a neighbour go by, “That man is the 
salt of the earth.” I didn’t know what he 
meant, but I knew that it was important, 
that he was saying it in such a way that he 
admired the neighbour who was passing by. 
I could sense that he respected that man as 
he referred to him as “The salt of the earth”.

When I heard him say it to Mum another 
time, I did ask, “Why does granddad say 
about that man ‘He is the salt of the earth’. 
And Mum’s reply, I can remember it to this 
day, ‘because granddad knows that that man 
is always looking for ways to help others 
and he knows that the world needs more 
people like him’.”

A few weeks ago, I asked Paul Martin 
why he had chosen this Gospel for his 
ordination Mass, and he said “because I 
like it.” That didn’t actually help me that 
much at all. But it did tell me in a following 
conversation that that’s the way soon to 
be Bishop Paul sees all of you, the priests, 
the religious and the people of the Church 
of Christchurch who have been entrusted 

to his pastoral care. Jesus pays us an 
incredible compliment when he says to all 
of us today, because he does speak to us 
through the Gospel, and he says to your 
new bishop, “You are the salt of the earth, 
you are the light of the world.”

Recently, Paul was on retreat at the 
monastery in Kopua. In that time of retreat 
he used the daily scripture readings for 
his prayer and reflection, and he told me 
that every day, the scripture readings said 
something about service. Today, Paul is 
being ordained for a life of service to the 
Church. All priests are of course ordained 
to serve and before we become priests, we 
become deacons and a deacon’s role is one 
of service. As was once said to me, “Once 
a deacon, always a deacon.” Service can 
never be far from our minds and certainly, 
never far from the mind of a bishop. 
Because we are reminded that the role of 
bishop is not one of honour but of function 
and that we should strive to serve rather 
than to rule.

You are being gifted today with someone 
who has come among you and is ready to 
serve you. Someone who sees you as Jesus 
sees you, as the salt of the earth and the 
light of the world. Jesus didn’t say, ‘Try to 
be salt of the earth’ or ‘Try to be the light of 
the world’ or ‘If you do a certain thing, one 
day you will be salt of the earth and light 
of the world.’ No, he said ‘You are the salt 
of the earth, you are the light of the world.’ 

Your new bishop sees you in that way.
Just a week or so ago we had some days 

of bishop’s meetings and on the day of the 
Feast of the Chair of St Peter, one of the 
bishops prayed for Paul as he prepared for 
ordination and he said as part of his prayer 
“We pray for the people of Christchurch, 
that they will delight in their new bishop.” 
It was a lovely prayer and I took note of it 
that day. I am sure that you will delight in 
Bishop Paul. Most of you will remember 
that Bishop Barry Jones’ episcopal motto 
was “The Lord delights in his people.” 
Bishop Barry knew that God delighted in 
you. He knew that you are the salt of the 
earth and the light of the world. So does 
Paul Martin. The world, our society, the 
Church needs you, just as salt is needed 
to preserve and to make things tasty, and 
just as light is needed, you, every member 
of the Church of Christchurch is needed 
and blessed to be salt and light, for each 
other, for the Church and for the Church 
then to be at the service of the world. It’s 
because Paul knows that the Lord delights 
in you that he is willing to serve as your 
bishop and to be faithful and constant in 
proclaiming the Gospel of Christ. To work 
with you in building up the Church of 
Christchurch which is the Body of Christ. 
To work with you as a devoted father, 
showing kindness and compassion. To be 
like a shepherd, and to seek out those who 
need life and hope that the Gospel gives. 

Archbishop Martin Krebs raises the 
Mandate from the Holy See. Bishop Martin at his Installation Mass.
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And to pray for you without ceasing. All 
of those phrases you will hear repeated in 
some way when I question Paul in a few 
moments about taking on this office of 
Bishop. Paul will be asked to pray for you 
without ceasing and I know that he will do 
so. You are asked also to pray for him and 
you will do that from every day at every 
Mass celebrated in this diocese from today 
onwards.

You are also asked to do something else. 
The formal homily that comes from the 
Roman Pontifical for the Ordination of 
Bishops says “Respect him as a minister of 
Christ and as steward of the mysteries of 
Christ.” I know that you will respect him 
because he is and will be, with you and for 
you, a humble servant who wants nothing 
else but to share with you the mysteries of 
Christ.

We are honoured and privileged to be 
here today to pray for Paul and to continue 
to pray for him in the years ahead. We 
bishops have the privilege and the honour 
of praying for Paul and laying hands on 
him as successors to the apostles and to 
pass on the gift of the Holy Spirit, ensuring 
that the powers and the authority (and I 
have heard Pope Francis say on several 
occasions, “The only authority we have is 
the authority of service”). Paul knows that 
he is being ordained to serve you. We pass 
on that power and authority today, as we all 
pray for Paul and confer on him that same 

gift which has been gifted to the Church 
since its very beginning. We pray that the 
spirit of God will rest on him and that he 
will continue the work of Jesus, our Saviour 
which he is being ordained for today.

Bishop Paul, as bishop, will lead you. 
Together, you will build up the Body of 
Christ. Together, you will grow in holiness. 
And as St Paul said in that reading, 
together, you will help each other “Be fully 
mature with the fullness of Christ.”

You are the salt of the earth and the light 
of the world. Paul, you are the salt of the 
earth and the light of the world.
Examination of the Candidate

An age old custom of the fathers of the 
Church decrees that a bishop-elect is to be 
questioned before the people on his resolve 
to uphold the faith and to discharge his 
duties faithfully.

My brother Paul, are you resolved by 
the grace of the Holy Spirit to discharge to 
the end of your life the office the apostles 
entrusted to us, which we now pass on to 
you by the laying on of hands?

I am.
Are you resolved to be faithful and 

constant in proclaiming the Gospel of 
Christ?

I am.
Are you resolved to maintain the deposit 

of faith, entire and incorrupt, as handed 
down by the apostles and professed by the 
Church everywhere and at all times.

I am.
Are you resolved to build up the Church 

as the Body of Christ and to remain united 
to it within the Order of Bishops under the 
authority of the successor of the Apostle 
Peter?

I am.
Are you resolved to be faithful in your 

obedience to the successor of the Apostle 
Peter?

I am.
Are you resolved, as a devoted father, to 

sustain the people of God and to guide them 
in the way of salvation in cooperation with 
the priests and deacons who share in your 
ministry?

I am.
Are you resolved to show kindness and 

compassion in the name of the Lord to the 
poor and to strangers and to all who are in 
need?

I am.
Are you resolved as a Good Shepherd to 

seek out the sheep who have strayed and to 
gather them into the fold of the Lord?

I am.
Are you resolved to pray for the people 

of God without ceasing, to carry out the 
duties of the one who has the fullness of the 
priesthood so as to afford no grounds for 
reproach?

I am with the help of God.
May God who has begun this good work 

in you bring it to fulfillment.”

Cardinal John places the mitre on the 
head of Bishop Martin.

Bishop-Elect Paul Martin taking his Oath of 
Fidelity and Profession of Faith before the 
Papal Nuncio and clergy of the diocese.
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Bishop Martin preparing 
Communion at his 
Installation Mass

Mac Meredith reads 
from Ephesians

Bishop-Elect Paul Martin 
greets Richard Tankersley  

Emily Martin and Joshue 
Hall read the Prayor of 
the Faithful

Members of Collegium 
and the  Diocesan 
Children’s Choir

The CBS Choir 
and Orchestra
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Bishop Martin greets 
his people after his 
Ordination Mass

Bishop Paul Martin 
blesses those in 
attendance at his 
Ordination Mass.

Bishop Paul Martin 
with the Director of his 
Pastoral Office Mike 
Stopforth and his family
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After blessing the assembly of 
the faithful, Bishop Martin 
offered thanks to all who have 
formed him. The following 
are excerpts of his speech.

“On a day like today, it’s very hard 
to know where to start in terms of 
speaking to you all now. When I was 
thinking about this occasion and what 
it would mean, the word that came to 
me was that of community, because I 
am very conscious of all the different 
communities I have belonged to during 
my life and just how much it matters 
to me. So we have gathered here today 
as the community of the Church, of my 
family and friends, of this city and our 
country. We’ve gathered here in this 
environment of faith to give thanks to 
God for all he has given us, to pray for 
me in particular (and I will really need 
it). I am really very grateful for your 
presence here today.

As we have heard throughout the 
liturgy, the call to be a bishop in the 
Church is about becoming a servant of 
others, of caring for those who belong, 
to seek out those who have yet to hear 
the good news and to help those who 
may have lost sight of the great gift of 
the Gospel and to help them rediscover 
it. And that’s not a task to be taken 
lightly and one which I could only 
accept with faith and trust in God, that 
the Holy Spirit will work in and through 
me and then all of the people I will in 
turn work with. And I’m extremely 
conscious that this is God’s work, and 
I’ve been asked to take on this particular 
role within that.

And what gives me the courage to say 
yes to this call is from all of you who 
are gathered here today and many who 

are not. Because the people God has 
put into my life over these last 50 years 
have helped me to get to this moment 
today. And I am confident that God will 
continue to put people in my life that 
will help and support me as I embark on 
this next phase.

I feel very blessed to have been born 
into a family that was stable, loving and 
that showed me what living a Christian 
life looked like. Mum, you and Dad took 
seriously your role of forming us, and 
I’m so grateful for that. You were great 
parents and you continue to be to me 
now.”  (The bishop then acknowledged 
his immediate family).

“Growing up in Hastings in the 
1970’s and 1980’s was a really enjoyable 
experience. I want to honour the 
Josephite Sisters (some of whom are 
here today) for the education I received 
from them and those teachers at St 
Joseph’s in Hastings. And then, for 
those who taught me at St John’s 
College in Hastings and in particular 
the Marists. In our parish there were 
14 Marists living in the presbytery. I 
had lots of great examples of how a 
Marist life could be lived and I could 
see myself living that way also. So as 
a boy of seventeen I began formation 
in the Society of Mary and I’ve been a 
professed member for 30 years. I am 
who I am because of my natural family 
and my religious family.

The formation I received, the confreres 
I lived and worked with, the ministries 
that I have been involved in have all 
shaped me into the person that I am 
today, and I consider myself blessed to 
have had 24 years of ministry working 
as a member of the Society. I want 
to thank you my confreres, for your 
example, support and love over that 
time.” 

Bishop Paul acknowledged the wider 
Marist family, those bishops who 
ordained him as deacon and priest, 
and those bishops he has worked with 
whom he regards as leaders in the faith. 
He acknowledged many whom he has 
worked with throughout New Zealand. 
Bishop Martin went on to acknowledge 
those of other faiths, our civic leaders 
and members of our diocese.

“And then there are many of you here 
who are members of this diocese of 
Christchurch. I now have the privilege 
of being its bishop. You represent what 
is at the core of our faith: namely that 
we continue to gather to listen, to hear 
the Word, be fed by the Eucharist and to 
try and live lives that will help our world 
to be the place God created it to be.

I now belong here, to this diocese 
of Christchurch, to the people of the 
West Coast, South Canterbury, North 
Canterbury, the Chatham Islands and 
the city of Christchurch. I am no longer 
a wandering religious. This is my home. 
And I am really looking forward to being 
immersed in your lives. I promise to take 
seriously my role of shepherding this 
diocese, to help you play your part in the 
life of the Church to be the people which 

Bishop Martin speaks at 
his Ordination Mass

CCC Head Boy Josh Derwahl 
greets Bishop Martin after 
his Ordination Mass

Bishop Martin 
administering 
Communion at his 
Ordination Mass
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Louisa Kane, Emily Kane, Hannah Kane, 
Isobela-Jaide Gray, Fr Brian Fennessy, 
Ameliah-Rose Gray, Sophie Kane, Fr 
Joaquin Camano during the service.

spread the Gospel, to grow in your own 
personal faith lives and give witness.

To the priests of this diocese, I want 
to say how much I’ve appreciated your 
warm welcome and how impressed I am 
with your desire to be holy men, men 
who are pastoral, who are looking after 
your people, leading by example and 
looking for the ways that the Spirit is 
speaking to us in our times. We continue 
to live in changing times though that is 
not something you seem to fear. Rather, 
I sense you can see the work of the 
Spirit amongst the challenges, and I 
very much look forward to working with 
you all for the good of this diocese. And 
I hope that I will also be able to be a 
good carer for you as well.

This diocese has been blessed in its 
history with wise and holy leaders. And 
I hope as Number 10, I too will be able 
to be counted amongst that number 
also. Please continue to pray for me. 
Pray for our Church, that we may live 
with integrity, faithful to the call of 
the Gospel and always looking to help 
those who are struggling, whether it be 
interiorally, physically or spiritually.

Thank you to all who have worked 
so hard to make this liturgy today the 
prayerful and spirit filled occasion that 
it’s been and I really look forward to 
being with you afterwards, when we 
enjoy each other’s company. May God 
bless you all and keep you in his love 
and care.”

Bishop Martin meets 
members of his diocese 
after his installation 
Mass

Bishop Paul Martin 
with his family after his 
Ordination Mass
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Fr Graeme Blackburn RIP

“Remember that God is always 
faithful to his promise.
Regardless of what adversity 
we face, there is always a way 
through.”
-Taken from a Homily of Fr Graeme 
Blackburn

On Monday 15 January, the life of Fr Graeme Blackburn was 
tragically lost in an accident while he was on a recreational 
motorbike ride at Diamond Harbour. Fr Blackburn’s untimely 
death was and remains an intense grief for many within our 
diocese and well beyond it. Many gathered in Christchurch in 
the days leading up to the vigil and requiem Mass for him. On 
Friday 19 January, a beautiful vigil was held in Our Lady of 
Victories church in Sockburn where Fr Graeme was appointed 
assistant to Fr Michael Pui. Over 600 people gathered there to 

pray, to reflect and to hear about facets of Fr Graeme’s life 
which were shared by his family and friends.

The following morning saw around 900 mourners pack 
St Mary’s Pro-Cathedral and the adjoining Music Centre to 
give thanks for Fr Graeme’s life and to pray for his soul. We 
all participated in a deeply sad but very beautiful requiem 
Mass. At the invitation of our diocese, Monsignor Bernard 
Kiely who is Vicar-General of the Auckland Diocese was 
the principal celebrant at the Mass. Monsignor Bernard has 
walked with Fr Graeme and his family over many years, 
supporting them in their joys and sorrows.

In his introductory thoughts, Fr Kiely observed that “Six 
months ago we would never have dreamt we would be 
here today. We are united in our grief and in our tears.” Fr 
Graeme’s older brother Philip offered a tribute where he said 
“In his brief time on earth and even briefer time as a priest, 
G made a positive impact on so many people from so many 
different walks of life. He was truly a humble and selfless 
man who put other people’s needs before his own. He was 
such a good friend to so many and he was blessed with the 

Bishop-Elect Paul Martin praying the 
Eucharistic Prayer. To his right Msgr 
Bernard Kiely (main celebrant) and 
Diocesan Administrator Fr Rick Loughnan.
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Children at the school tent set up by an aid agency.

graced acceptance of others. No matter what, he inspired 
people to do better. Little G was fun-loving, and mischievous.” 

At the time of Fr Graeme’s death, Fr Rick Loughnan was our 
Diocesan Administrator. We share excerpts of his homily in 
these pages.

“ Graeme, with some frustration and bewilderment, and to 
both, I would imagine the delight and the bewilderment of his 
family and friends, heard a call to be a priest resonating in his 
heart. With some anxiety and his characteristic determination 
and courage, he began to respond to this call. And that’s 
where I first met him when I was the Diocesan Vocations 
Director.

Finally, after a good period of struggle and the dogged 
exercise of his faith, Graeme was accepted to train for 
priesthood in the diocese of Christchurch. 
Many of you here, family, friends, seminary 
staff, fellow seminarians, parishioners of 
the different parishes he’s been involved in, 
latterly Sockburn, accompanied Graeme on 
this rich, varied and at times difficult journey 
to become a priest, a priest we had even less 
than six months to admire and love.

All along the journey, Graeme did not lose 
or compromise those human qualities of his 
that we know and heard about so beautifully 
over recent days: courage, integrity, honesty, 
fun, a deep sense of justice, a quiet care for 
many people, an ability to lead, a deep desire 
for God to be known and served, the love of 
good discussion and argument, his underlying 
respect and obedience, sometimes against all he was feeling at 
that moment. With the help of others, an inner life of prayer 
he so resolutely committed himself to, he allowed God’s grace 
to weave itself into his heart and soul, in a way that brought 
further determination, courage and in fact a more settled 
degree of trust and openness. He came too to trust more 
deeply in the mercy of God.

Not that, if we said this to Graeme, as so many have said, 
he would immediately agree. But I noticed at times, especially 
over these later years and also after his ordination, if I praised 
him genuinely for something he had done, or if I passed on 
someone else’s appreciation, there was a brief moment, a 
small smile, a kind of acceptance where it landed before he 
tossed it off.

I always thought that the words of Jesus to Nathaniel 
“Here is a man capable of deceit” could be applied to Graeme. 
And so what seemed sometimes I think a miracle to Graeme 
himself on this journey, it came to fruition. He was ordained 
and entered the rich life of a priest filled with the daily roles of 
Mass, prayer, pastoral care and the ministry of the sacraments, 
he was only really getting used to it.

I have received as so many others have too, many wonderful 
e-mails and texts, appreciating the priestly ministry Graeme 
entered and lived these last six months. He was loved for his 
preaching, his thoughtfulness, even already as a confessor, for 
his humour and down to earth honesty.

What now then, since he has died? Well, first of all today 
we pray for him. That the Lord might set him free from any 
sinfulness and complete the work he has begun in him and 
bring him speedily to the fullness of life he could not conceive 
in his search for and journey with the Lord. Lord, you gave 
him to us only for six months, now we give him to you.

Through this accident, Graeme’s priestly work here and 
the witness of his life on earth has come to an end. But in 
confidence we pray and remind ourselves that in heaven, in 
the Lord Jesus Christ, his priestly work will continue. God is 

Bishop Basil Meeking leading the final commendation for 
Father Graeme Blackburn.

never outdone in generosity. God wastes nothing 
of the tragedies of our lives. All he asks is for 
us to come to him, to wait in patient faith and 
sometimes great suffering, for the darkness to 
clear and gradually the light begins to pick out a 
whole new way to see the events of our lives.” 

Fr Rick quoted from the homily of Fr Graeme 
which featured on the Order of Mass: “Remember 
that God is always faithful to his promise. 
Regardless of what adversity we face, there is 
always a way through. Put it another way, there 
is always hope.” He himself had discovered 

painfully this truth. No doubt, he would have gone on 
discovering it. Now he receives it all at once. 

“Let Graeme’s courage be an example to us too. And may 
our Lord Jesus Christ himself, and God our Father who loves 
us, comfort your hearts and strengthen them in every good 
work and word.”

At the request of Fr Graeme’s family and reflecting his own 
love of music, joyful and meaningful hymns were strongly 
sung. A choir of 24 sang beautiful motets and led us in our 
singing. Readings and prayers were offered by family and 
friends, the Mass was offered beautifully and was concluded 
with the sparkling Widor Toccata before many gathered 
outside as the Salve Regina was sung and a fly-over took place 
from members of the Canterbury Aero Club. Our grief and our 
hope was expressed through our faith. “May he rest in peace.”
Ken Joblin
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Restoration in Akaroa
The historic and much 
visited church of St Patrick 
in Akaroa was built in 
1864-5. It enjoys a Heritage 
One status and after 154 
years’ will receive a long 
overdue total restoration. 
Farrell Construction won 
the contract to renew the 
church and moved onto 
the site on 26 February. 
They estimate it will take 
20 weeks to complete their 
work. A very successful 
fundraising campaign in 
2017 along with grants 
from Heritage New Zealand and the 
Lottery Board mean the estimated cost 
of $800,000 is largely in hand.

During the restoration, the Sunday 
9.30am Mass will be celebrated in the 

In February, Fr Antoine Thomas CSJ 
concluded his time as Riccarton’s 
parish priest. The Community of St 
John was first invited by Bishop Basil 
Meeking to found a House in our 
diocese in the 1990’s. This invitation 
was renewed by Bishop Barry Jones 
and in 2009, Fr Antoine CSJ first visited 
New Zealand. In late 2010, he arrived 
with his brothers, Fr Filippo Maria and 
then Br Anthony-Mary to found their 
New Zealand House. They formed their 
community at St Teresa’s, Riccarton 
and began their work with the Tertiary 
Chaplaincy based at the University of 
Canterbury. Interestingly, their first 
official day on campus was on the Feast 
of the Chair of St Peter, on Tuesday 
22 February 2011. No sooner had Fr 
Antoine offered Mass with the Gospel 
text reminding us that on the Rock of 
Peter, Christ will build his Church than 
the earthquake struck at 9 minutes to 1. 

Marist Reunion 
in Splendid West 
Coast Weather
In December, nearly 400 former 
students and staff converged on 
Greymouth to mark 200 years since 
the Marist Brothers were formed by 
St Marcellin Champagnat in Lyon, 
France. They also celebrated 125 
years since three Marist Brothers 
came across the Grey River bar by 
ship to set up a Marist School in 
their town. All day on the Friday, 
Greymouth township was crowded 
with happy smiling faces. An 
evening gathering at the Regent 
Theatre heard many reminiscences, 
leg pulling, stories, laughter and 
a lot of fun. Of course there were 
quite a few “Did-he-die’s”? and a 
little sadness as we remembered 
those who were no longer with 
us. The evening also saw the 
launch of our Reunion booklet, 
Marist Matters 2017, compiled and 
prepared by Peter Kerridge.

On Saturday, the Mass of St 
Marcellin Champagnat (1817) was 
offered for all who have died and 
especially former students and staff, 
our families along with the nuns, 
priests and brothers who had either 
worked in or were from Greymouth. 
Following the memorial Mass and 
a cemetery service we gathered at 
our old alma mater which is now the 
site of St Patrick’s Primary School 
and St John Paul II High School. 
The day concluded with our reunion 
banquet at Shantytown Events 
Centre. 330 guests sat down for 
Dinner and an evening which saw 
many fulsome toasts, wonderful 
replies, a huge amount of yapping 
and a great night had by all.

The Reunion-goers gathered with 
the local St Patrick’s parishioners 
for Mass on Sunday morning 
and the church was full to the 
brim. Former Greymouth student, 
Bishop Peter Brown of Pago Pago 
in American Samoa presided and 
was assisted by the Old Boy priests 
and the priests of the parish. The 
St Patrick’s Choir under Sue Falvey 
were in superb voice and with the 
help of the Hobday Organ and the 
congregation nearly lifted the roof 
with their wonderful singing.
Jim Costello
Greymouth

St Patrick’s Akaroa, 
now closed for an 
estimated 20 weeks 
for a long overdue total 
restoration.

Around the Parishes
Fr Antoine celebrating Mass at 1,700 
metres. Photo credit patbarrettimages.

Mass at Altitude

What a beginning for Fr Antoine and his 
brothers.

The Riccarton parish has changed 
dramatically in the last ten years. It 
is a growing parish and reflects the 
ethnic diversity of the Asia-Pacific 
region. Many will attest that theological 
formation and outdoor exploits 
are features of parish life with the 
Community of St John.

In January this year, Fr Antoine and 
fellow tramper Pat Barrett visited the 
West Coast, climbing to the summit of 
Mount Alexander’s Low Peak. Here, Fr 
Antoine is pictured celebrating Mass at 
1,700 metres. We are confident that Fr 
Antoine will receive every blessing in 
this, his sabbatical year. We will miss his 
Parisian presence and the students of St 
Teresa’s School will especially miss his 
ministry to children.
Ken Joblin
Former Tertiary Chaplaincy Coordinator

Presbyterian Hall, just 
80 metres away from 
our church at 39 Rue 
Lavaud. We thank our 
brothers and sisters 
in Christ for their 
generous cooperation. 
For those holidaying 
in Akaroa during 

Easter, Good Friday and Easter Sunday 
liturgies will also be celebrated in the 
Presbyterian Hall.
Fr Paul G Shannahan sm
AKAROA Parish Priest. Tel: 03-304-7083
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Youth

Four wonderful young people have 
committed to a year serving on our 
Diocesan Mission Team in 2018. The 
Mission Team is a vital part of the Catholic 
Youth Team (CYT) ministry. Mission 
Teams have operated in the diocese for 
over 6 years with the support of our Bishop 
and Catholic communities. The Youth 
Mission team explores life and faith issues 
with young people and invites them into a 
vibrant, lifelong relationship with Christ 
and his Church. They do so through peer to 
peer ministry programmes in our schools 
and parishes and their work includes 
retreats, camps, youth group programmes 
and other regular events.
February saw the Team complete six weeks 
of preparation and formation before heading 
out to our communities to minister to our 
young people. They are already booked 
in for over 70 retreat days and events 
throughout the diocese. They will reach 
over 3,000 young people through these 
events and will be kept very busy in the 
days ahead.

We asked each Team member to tell you 
a little about themselves.

“Kia Ora, I’m Genevieve Joyce and I 
grew up in Auckland and went to Carmel 
College. I love hiking, camping, sewing 
and reading. Last year I was a part of Camp 
America, working in a summer camp in 
Virginia for three months. I’m really excited 
to be in Christchurch this year and meet all 
the amazing people!”

“Talofa, I’m Reuben Misa and I grew up 
in Taita, Wellington. I graduated from “the 
real SBC of NZ” — St Bernard’s College in 
Lower Hutt. I love to jam out on guitar and 
drums, play sports and spend time with my 
family. I am passionate about supporting 
Polynesian young people in their Catholic 
faith and I’m also excited to work with my 
teammates to serve the young people in the 
Christchurch Diocese.”

“Hi, I’m Teresa Rayner and I’m from 
Wellington and I’m really happy to be 
back in Christchurch for a second year 
of Mission Team. I went to Bishop Viard 
College in Porirua and I love reading, 
writing songs and spending time with my 
seven siblings. I am excited to reconnect 
with all the people I met during Mission 
Team 2017 as well as being challenged and 
growing even more!”

“Hello everyone, I’m Jack O’Neill and 
I’m originally from London. I am an old 
boy of St Bede’s College. My hobbies 
include swimming, eating cheeseburgers 
and movie marathons. I am super pumped 
to be returning for another year of 
Mission Team and can’t wait to have new 
experiences and spread the love of Christ!”

Thank you for your support of the 
Diocesan Youth Ministry and we ask your 
special prayers for our Mission Team as 
they head out to work in this challenging 
mission field.
James Bryant, CYT Manager
Catholic Youth Team

New National Youth 
Council
The New Zealand Catholic Bishops 
Conference (NZCBC) recently formed a 
new Council for young people. Its task 
is to work with the Church and young 
Catholics in developing a national vision 
for youth ministry. The new Council 
will work with dioceses and all faith 
communities in implementing national 
projects.

The Diocese of Christchurch has two 
representatives on the Council. CYT 
Manager James Bryant is a permanent 
appointment. The second position is 
filled by different representatives of our 
community depending on topics covered 
at each meeting.

Already the Council has worked to 
organise a National Catholic Youth 
Festival in Auckland which saw over 30 
young people from our region join 600 
others from throughout New Zealand 
for a weekend of vibrant festivities. 
The Festival was a celebration of young 
people and the Catholic faith and 
challenged participants to grow their 
local faith community. Many of our CYT 
staff and young people were involved in 
events throughout the weekend and Fr 
Alister Castillo helped to MC the festival 
programme.

The Council has also helped our 
bishops to survey over 2000 young 
people on faith and their experience of 
the Church. The results of this survey 
have been submitted as part of the 
Synod on Young People, Faith and 
Vocational Discernment, being held in 
Rome in October this year.

One of the big projects the Council is 
currently working on is a New Zealand 
National Pilgrimage to World Youth 
Day in Panama in early 2019, details of 
which should be released by the bishops 
and their diocesan representatives in the 
coming month.
James Bryant, CYT Manager

CYT Mission Team set for 
another big year of Youth 
Ministry

Teresa, Genevieve, Father Do, Reuben, and 
Jack at Mission Team Formation 2018.

Fr Alister Castillo with some of the 30 young 
people from our region in attendance at the 
National Catholic Youth Festival in Auckland 
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SchoolsMarch for Life 
Highlights Support 

for Pregnant 
Women

In December, New Zealanders from 
all over the country Marched for Life 
in Wellington to mark the passing 
of the Contraception, Sterilisation 
and Abortion Act 40 years ago. 
Organisers expressed to politicians 
and the nation that significant 
support is available within the 
community for women who face an 
unexpected pregnancy. The March 
for Life began at the Civic Centre 
in central Wellington on Saturday 
9 December and concluded on the 
steps of Parliament. It was a joy-
filled, family friendly event. The 
theme was “We love them both.”
“Many hoped that this Act would 
regulate abortion in New Zealand, 
ensuring that pre-born children and 
their mothers were protected” said 
Michelle Kaufman, spokesperson 
for the March for Life. “Instead, 
because of a loophole, half a million 
of our children are missing. Women 
are hurting. Almost every family 
has been affected in some way. True 
health care during pregnancy cares 
for both mother and baby,” observed 
Mrs Kaufman.
Care extends far past the fate of the 
pre-born child. Organisers of the 
March acknowledged that women 
experience a wide range of situations 
that lead them to believe abortion 
is the answer. “Too often, women 
feel they have no other choice but 
to have an abortion” related Mrs 
Kaufman. “That isn’t choice.”
Mrs Kaufman notes that the 
support required is as unique and 
varied as the number of women 
who experience an unexpected 
pregnancy. Services include medical 
care, accurate information about 
all options available and practical 
support for as long as required. 
Programmes are offered for women 
who have experienced abortion. 
“Often these programmes are led 
by women who understand because 
they have been there,” noted Mrs 
Kaufman.
Links to some of these services can 
be accessed at marchforlifenz.org.nz/
get-help.
“We look forward to the day when 
no woman feels she must have an 
abortion because she has no other 
choice,” said Mrs Kaufman.

At their final meeting of 2017 held at 
Arthur’s Pass, the Catholic Secondary 
Principals of the Diocese of Christchurch 
farewelled their colleague, Christine 
O’Neill. Mrs O’Neill stepped down 
from her Principal role at St Thomas of 
Canterbury College at the end of 2017. 
Mrs O’Neill has been an inspirational 
leader in her school, introducing a 

In February, Students of our Lady of the Assumption 
School Hoon Hay raised money through a mufti day for 
the people of Tonga in the aftermath of Cyclone Gita.

OLA and Cyclone Gita

From left: Kieran Stone, John Paul II College (Greymouth); Justin Boyle, St 
Bede’s College; Mary-Lou Davidson, Marian College; Christine O’Neill; Deborah 
Brosnahan, Villa Maria College; Tony Shaw, Catholic Cathedral College; and Steve 
Hart, St Thomas of Canterbury College. Chris Comeau, Roncalli College (Timaru) 
was not able to join us for this meeting.

Farewell at Arthur’s Pass
number of changes whilst always 
maintaining her passion for Catholic 
education, the charism of Edmund Rice, 
and has had a clear focus on Social 
Justice and developing the faith of her 
students. We wish her well for this next 
phase of her work and welcome Mr 
Steve Hart as the College’s new principal.
Tony Shaw

After his Month 
Mind Mass at Our 
Lady of Victories 
Church in 
Sockburn, around 
100 mourners 
braved the rain 
to squash into 
the presbytery to 
share food and 
remembrances 
of Fr Graeme 
Blackburn.

A Month Mind For Fr Blackburn
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Schools Head Students
Villa Maria College
Emily Baker is Head Girl at 
Villa Maria College. “I am 
beyond excited to see what 
we can achieve as a Villa 
community during this year 
of celebration. As I look 
back over my time here, 
my greatest highlights have 
been our Hockey success 
in winning the National 
School Girls’ Federation 
Cup in 2016. I have also 
experienced the cultural 
side of the College through 
my involvement in Stage 
Challenge, taking out first 
place in the raw division in 2016. We wish to value, emphasise 
and enhance the culture within our school and encourage girls 
to support, empower, uplift and inspire one another on their 
journey to becoming Mercy women.”

Catholic Cathedral College
Josh Derwahl is Head Boy of our school. “Having been in 
Catholic Cathedral College since year 7 I have experienced 
pretty much all aspects of student life. I know I would never 
trade these past six years for anything else. I have both 
learnt and grown academically and in my faith and cultural 
sensitivity, given the diverse community we enjoy having. I 
feel now is my time to give back to this community which I am 
proud to be part of. As a leader of this school, I want to be able 
to show students how amazing this school can be in all aspects 
of school life (music, religious, sports, books, cultural, etc.). I 
want to offer my help and support in any way that I possibly 
can and I hope to lead simply, as simplicity is the Marist pillar 
which I most identify with.”

Marielle Ariola is Head Girl in 2018. “It’s an honour to be 
entrusted with the position of Head Girl at Catholic Cathedral 
College. I am thankful for being in a school with strong 
Catholic values. Our school offers many opportunities to 
learn how to ‘live by faith’. Family spirit is one of the Marist 
Brothers’ pillars and is very evident at our school. I want to 
help in preserving and strengthening our school’s family spirit 
because this is what taught me how to welcome, respect and 
love everyone. I will be a positive role model for my fellow 
students and offer service to others without expecting in 
return.”

Marian College
Izzy Bloxham is Head Girl for Marian College in 2018. She is a 
talented, high achieving student, whose faith has grown over 
the years she has attended the College. This year, Izzy and 
the Marian College student leadership team helped select the 
school scripture for 2018 which is: “Ka ara nei toku wairua ki  
a koe e Ihowa.” (Lead me in the right path, O Lord. Psalm 
25:4A)

Izzy says that it is her hope to lead and help her fellow 
students to grow in their faith and find God in those around 
them. “My faith journey has developed enormously since 
arriving at Marian College and I have the staff and my peers 
to thank for that. I hope that as student leaders, we can guide, 
inspire and encourage every student to be involved and to give 
as much back as we can to our communities.”

St Bede’s College 2018
Our Head Boy is Norbert Muller and he is assisted by Deputy 
Head Boys Alan Alex, Joe Bradley and Jonty Challies-Gibb.

We are all fully involved in the Special Character of the 
College, leading daily rosary and weekly Benediction as well 
as being members of Students Volunteering for Others. For us, 
being in a Catholic school means coming together in union for 
Christ and enjoying it! We try to live our College motto “Fide 
et Opere” (by faith and work), in a very real way. Interaction 
with others of all year levels along with our staff is central. 
This year we are striving to be servant leaders for the school 
just as Christ was to the world.

Alan Alex, Joe Bradley, Norbert Muller and Jonty Challies-Gibb set out on 
servant leadership at St Bede’s College.
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Schools

Christchurch Chapter International Thomas Merton Society
We meet on the third Tuesday of every Month from 7.30-
9.00pm at the Little Company of Mary Centre, Durham Street.  
7.30pm, 30 minutes contemplative prayer.
8.00pm: discussion on a reading from one of Merton’s writings, 
e-mailed or posted a week beforehand. Next meeting, Tuesday 17 April.
The society is ecumenical and drawn from all walks of life. 
You are welcome. 2018 is the fiftieth anniversary of Thomas 
Merton’s death. Watch for details of a commemorative event 
on Sunday 9 December.
For more: contact Sr Eleanor Capper rsj, 03 353-0756. Email: 
ecapper@chch.catholic.org.nz

Villa’s oldest registered attendee for the Centennial weekend, Mrs 
Brenda Cunneen, 96, cuts the official birthday cake with Villa’s 
youngest enrolled pupil, 10-year-old Miss Jordana Johnston. 
Photograph by Kevin Clarke.

What’s On


