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It is with mixed emotions that I write this last message to 

you. I am delighted that the Holy Father has appointed 

Bishop Michael Gielen as the 11th bishop of this diocese. 

He will be a fine shepherd and leader. He is a man of 

faith, courage and good humour. I know you will come to 

discover this for yourselves over the coming years. I am 

also sad that my time living and working in this diocese 

has come to an end. It has been such a privilege to be 

the bishop and then to continue being the apostolic 

administrator over these last 17 months. I leave being so 

grateful for the people I have met, the opportunities that 

I have had to work with so many good people for the 

spread of the gospel, and for the prayer and support I have 

received.

These last four years have been a significant time for the 

diocese as we have worked to establish new ways of 

worshipping together and being community for the sake of 

the mission of the Church. Some difficult decisions had to 

be made, and I know that a lot has been asked of people 

in terms of giving up what is familiar and comfortable for 

the sake of something that is unknown. It involves moving 

in faith and trust that God is at work. This journey has only 

just begun and with the leadership of Bishop Michael it will 

continue into the future as you work on being communities 

of faith with a strong desire to bring others to know the 

Good News of Christ.

The last two and a half years have been marked by the 

impact of the Covid-19 virus and all the ramifications of that. 

It has disrupted many of our plans and even our ability to 

worship together and build community. This was especially 

challenging for those new communities that were formed 

with the new parishes in Christchurch and Selwyn. I would 

ask that as we return to being able to form community 

again that you seek out and encourage those who may 

have slipped away to join us for worship and community life. 

I also encourage you to see what you can do to build up the 

life of your parish community, to be generous with your time 

and talents and financial support. All of these are important 

if the vision for the Church in the diocese is to be realised.

I want to thank the priests of the diocese for their ministry 

with the people of God, and the way they have willingly 

embraced a new way of functioning in the parishes. I am 

delighted that Deacon Monty Bamford will be ordained 

a priest on the 16th of July. My concern is that there are 

no more men in the seminary for the diocese who were 

raised in the diocese. Our Church is a sacramental Church 

and we need priests to be shepherds and to provide the 

sacraments for God’s people. I do challenge you to be 

aware of how much you encourage vocations with your 

children and grandchildren. Young people fall in love with 

Christ through the faith life in their families and we need to 

do this better if we are to have priests in the future.

Finally, I would ask that you pray for me as I move to 

Wellington and prepare to become the next Archbishop 

of Wellington. This appointment was a surprise to me and 

like Bishop Michael who is coming here in faith, I too do the 

same in moving to Wellington.

Be assured of my prayers for you all and for the life of this 

diocese. Thank you for these last four years and may God 

continue to bless you in his abundant goodness.

In Christ

+ Paul Martin SM 
Coadjutor Archbishop of Wellington

Dear Brothers and Sisters

From Archbishop Paul
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From Bishop Michael

Dear brothers and sisters in Christ, 

Peace be with you - Kia tau te rangimarie kia koutou

I am deeply humbled to be called by Pope Francis to serve 

as your Shepherd and to follow Archbishop Paul Martin, a 

much-loved Bishop of Christchurch. I have always admired 

Christchurch Diocese from afar: your rich and generous 

history of 135 years of faith; your enduring resilience in the 

face of adversity; not to mention your all-conquering rugby 

team. Not everything in Christchurch is new for me. I have 

very fond memories of a cycling pilgrimage I made with 

eight seminarians in 2015. Cycling through the diocese over 

five days, we were blessed to enjoy your rich hospitality 

while also taking in the breathtaking beauty this part of the 

world is so famous for. Never did I imagine I would become 

a part of your faith story. 

One of the mysteries of following Jesus is the call for His 

followers to turn their lives over to His will - who He is 

calling us to be and where He is calling us to. It is good for 

us to recall the first disciples, who “dropped their nets” and 

followed him. They were comfortable in their occupations, 

journeying with familiar people on well-worn roads, then 

Jesus called them to put aside their plans and follow him. 

Like many of you, I have dropped my net, preferring His 

guidance and providence over my carefully worked plans. 

In the last ten years I have lived in Mount Maunganui, Rome, 

the seminary in Auckland and most recently as Auxiliary 

Bishop of Auckland. Throughout I have been grateful to 

have journeyed with incredible people and marvelled at 

what God can do with our collective “yes,” to go where he 

calls us. I am now called to journey with you the people of 

the diocese of Christchurch. I have learnt, where God calls, 

He provides in abundance.

Jesus’ mother Mary was His most faithful supporter and 

ardent disciples. Her yes to his mission was generous and 

complete. In turn, on the cross he gave her to us as our 

Spiritual Mother. My episcopal motto is dedicated to Mary 

- Totus Tuus, offering everything to Jesus through Mary. I 

dedicate this journey with you to her intercession. May she 

be a faithful guide to us all as we faithfully live our journey 

of faith. Mary Mother of the Church, pray for us. 

+ Michael Gielen 

Bishop of Christchurch

about biShoP miChael
 � Born 2nd June 1971 in Cambridge

 � Ordained as a priest in 1997 in Hamilton, then 
served parishes in Gisborne, Hamilton and the 
western Bay of Plenty

 � Education includes studying a Masters in Theology 
at the Franciscan University of Steubenville, USA 
2012-2014 and a Licentiate in Theology from St. 
Peter Favre Centre for Formators to the Priesthood 
and Religious Life, Gregorian University, Rome

 � Moved to Auckland in 2014 as Director of Formation 
at Holy Cross Seminary, helping to train new priests

 � March 2020 became Auxiliary Bishop of Auckland

 � 21 May 2022 appointed 11th Bishop of Christchurch

03



Issue 132 - Easter 2022

Nga mihi nui
from the editorial desk
Inform Issue 132 is our Easter edition, 
“Christ is risen, He is risen indeed!” 
This issue covers the period from 
March through to May and the latter 
part of Eastertide.

Editing Inform remains a great 
privilege as I first read and then share 
with you, many positive stories about 
the faith and works of the Catholic 
community in the Christchurch 
Diocese. We saw a great outpouring 
of grace at this year’s Easter Vigil, 
with a very good number of people 
entering full Communion in the 
Church. We share some of their stories 
and the impact they are having on 
those journeying with them. Holy 
Name Seminary in Riccarton was very 
much part of the life of our diocese 
and of the Church in New Zealand, so 
we share the writing of Mike Crean 
in recalling this facet of our Church 
history. The Beatitudes Community 
shines a light on St Peter Chanel, first 
saint of Oceania. We commemorate 
ANZAC Day with an article from Fr 
Brian Fennessy on the courage of 
those working under fire. This article 
is especially pertinent given the 
devastating impact of war in Europe 
this year.

Please take time to read and reflect 
on the articles and stories of Inform 
Issue 132. Please share your hard copy 
or the online link with others and think 
about how you would like to share 
your insights in Inform Issue 133.

In Christ,

Ken Joblin, Editor
Caitlin Godfrey, Assistant Editor
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caritas.org.nz
0800 22 10 22

Join us in our long term community 
development and resilience work by 
donating to the He Oranga Taurikura 

Campaign today. 

Donate Online or by Phone

For every $1 you donate the NZ  
Aid Programme will add $3

Mena Antonio,
"Nau mai, haere mai!"

In April, members of the Christchurch Commission of Justice and Peace 
(CCJP) were invited to meet with Mena Antonio, the new Kaiwhakahaere 
Matua (Chief Executive) of Caritas Aotearoa New Zealand.

Mena brings a great depth of experience and 
knowledge of community to her new role. She is 
of Samoan and Tokelauan heritage, with whānau 
grounded in the Catholic faith. She is also a law 
graduate from Victoria University, a former soldier, 
a mentor and the founder of a charity in Masterton, 
which brings community leaders and teen parents 
together in a mentoring programme. Both the 
Caritas Board and our CCJP are excited by her 
appointment.

Mena lives by these words:

“Have I not commanded you? 
Be strong, vigorous and courageous. Be not afraid, 
neither be dismayed, for the Lord your God is with 
you wherever you go.” Joshua 1:9.

Kaumatua Bob Te Miha greeted Mena with a mihi 
and was supported with waiata by CCJP members. 
An interesting meeting followed, with kōrero 
around the work of both the Commission and 
Caritas. This work overlaps in many ways. Members 
of the Commission are delegates to combined 
national meetings and we have a past member 
on the Caritas Board. This partnership allows us 
access to the many and varied fields which Caritas 
is involved in, and also allows Caritas a window, 
through the Commissions, into local issues.

One national issue we have been asked for input 
into, is that of racism. We are looking forward to the 
resources Caritas will provide to help our parishes 
and schools deal with this huge problem.

“ Kāhore ianei ahau i 
whakahau ki a koe? 
Kia kaha, kia māia; 
kaua e wehi, kaua hoki 
e pāwera: no te mea kei 
a koe a Ihowa, tōu Atua, 
i ngā wāhi katoa e 
haere ai koe.” Hohua 1:9

“ ‘Ou te le’i fai atu  
‘ea ‘iā te oe? Ia e 
Fa’amalosi ma loto tele: 
‘aua ‘e te fefe, ‘aua 
‘e te mata’u; ‘aua o 
Ieova lou Atua o loo 
ia te oe i mea uma 
‘e te alu i ai.”  Iosua 1:9
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Amidst a Covid pandemic, national 
lockdowns, and constant restrictions, 
it is inspiring to see what and who the 
Lord has brought to life throughout 
the Christchurch Diocese. Even these 
setbacks have been no match for the 
work the Lord is doing among us.

We have a rich faith which has stood 
the test of time, has grown out of 
centuries of lived experience, has 
undergone rigorous theological 
scrutiny, and now provides a light 
for those seeking to understand 
truth in their lives. The OCIA process 
provides an opportunity to thoroughly 
investigate the things of faith, where 
no question is a dumb question. 
Though some of us who have been 
Catholic since we were young take 
Catholic theology, rituals, and culture 
for granted, the OCIA process is able 
to unpack and explain it for those who 
sense faith and seek understanding. 
Accompanying this journey of 
understanding is the journey of prayer, 
where all are encouraged to listen 
for Jesus' voice and allow him to 
transform lives: a beautiful journey of 
both head and heart.

At our Easter Vigil, 17 people publicly 
proclaimed their belief in Jesus 

and His teachings and were either 
baptised, received, and/or confirmed 
into the fullness of the Church. Like us, 
other parishes were equally blessed 
with similar numbers of Catechumens 
and Candidates. Our Catholic Easter 
Vigil, while necessarily being a lengthy 
liturgy, is packed full of meaningful 
treasures that, with prayerful attention, 
can lift and re-ignite weary hearts and 
inspire all who attend. It was certainly 

a solemn liturgy which calls upon our 
deepest Catholicity.

The number of those being received 
into the Church is clear evidence 
of God at work in our diocese. 
Faith is providing answers amidst 
a challenging environment, where 
worldly gains have fallen short in 
providing lasting security. Of course, 
the journey of faith is an ongoing one 
for all of us, as there is always more 
to learn about our great God. Amidst 
this, the faith of our newest members 
is indeed infectious, and can bring 
life to dry bones. Evidence presented 
at the Easter Vigil encourages us in 
the certain knowledge that Jesus is 
indeed ready to work within us as we 
offer ourselves to Him.

Kirsten Challies - Pastoral Worker 
St Mary's Pro-Cathedral

Visit the diocesan website                www.chchcatholic.nz
Here you will find information about parishes, Mass times, diocesan news and events. Parishes, schools and church 
groups are welcome to advertise events. Please email mstopforth@cdoc.nz

New Life Amidst Difficult Times
In the months leading up to Easter, it has been a privilege to walk alongside those who have been journeying in 
faith in our Pro-Cathedral parish. They have done so through the Order of Christian Initiation of Adults (OCIA) or 
Order of Christian Initiation of Children (OCIC) process.
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Belonging
Thirteen more have been added to our number. We thank God for His goodness and love. What a wonderful 
year it has been, journeying with these precious, open souls. In their own words, they share how they have been 
touched and changed....

"A candle can be described simply as 
melted beeswax, poured into a mould 
onto a wick. Its purpose is, and has 
been for many years, to create light. 
However for me, the role of a candle 
has become so much more since my 
evening at the Easter Vigil, where I 
was accepted into the Catholic Church 
and received my First Communion. 
That night, the humble candle not 
only gave light, but also warmth. 
When I turned and looked behind 
me, these beautiful, glittering flames 
resembled a glowing sea, like stars 
reflecting on the water. This powerful 
glow transmitted warmth through me 
and I could do nothing but smile, as 
I felt a sense of real acceptance and 
belonging...It was a truly memorable 
night and one that I will never forget."

“I had grown up with God as part of 
my life, but my connection with Him 
lessened over time. I think I tried to 
do lots of things, some of which were 
pretty wrong and damaging, to make 
myself happy because my soul felt 
empty. None of these things worked.

As time went on, I had a few 
experiences and thoughts which led 
me to the Alpha programme when it 
was offered. I had lost my Mum, and 
there were some difficulties in my 
marriage. Alpha was offered as part of 
our son's Confirmation programme, so 

I thought it couldn't hurt.

After having the experience of Alpha, 
I decided I wanted to become a 
Catholic. I found peace in coming to 
Mass and I started to feel happy. So I 
joined OCIA and after Reconciliation, 
Communion, and Confirmation, it felt 
as though the weight of my past had 
been lifted."

"Before finding my way back to the 
Church, I would describe myself as 
someone essentially "good", who 
would say they knew about God and 
believed in Him, but wasn't openly 
attentive or tuned into Him and what 
He was trying to say to me. I hadn't 
been to Church since I was young, 
but had always identified with the 

Catholic faith. I did so, even though I 
wasn't baptised, as that was the faith 
my family were from. As a child, I had 
attended a Catholic school and my 
grandmother took us to Church at 
times.

The point of change came three 
years ago, when the school principal 
where I worked gently asked, "You're 
not Catholic, by any chance?" That 
question led me to meet Fr John 
Adams and to come into the St Peter 
Chanel parish. As part of my meeting 
with Fr John, I signed a commitment 
and made a promise that I was going 
to help teach and introduce my son 
to the Catholic faith. At the time, I was 
so grateful for the help and kindness 
shown to us, I took the commitment I 
had made seriously and I have stood 
by that promise. Initially my focus 
was wanting my son to stay within 
the Catholic schooling system, but 
over time, as I have come to meet 
people, become more involved in 
the community, began re-learning 
about God and faith, and seeing 
the strength of the faith of other 
people, my reasons for desiring faith 
have become more personal. At the 
beginning of our OCIA programme, Fr 
John observed that none of us were 
here by coincidence, that each of us 
had received a quiet calling from God, 
and I feel that is true. It bothered me 
that I wasn't baptised, or that God and 

06



07

OCIA 21-22: A Journey to Faith
After an exciting journey to faith, we welcomed nine new Catholics into full communion in the Church at the 
Easter Vigil. This diverse group was committed and focused on becoming Catholic, and a hallmark of our 
gathering together was their openness to regular scripture reflection and study. Such was their eagerness to 
learn and share, it was often a challenge to then move them on to catechesis.

The Journey to Faith began with an 
unfolding of the Kerygma. Over three 
months, we explored God's message of 
salvation. This period of the OCIA ended 
with the Rite of Acceptance. We then 
forged our way through catechetical 
instruction which ran weekly until the 
Rite of Election on the first Sunday of 
Lent in our Pro-Cathedral. We then 
focused on spiritual preparation for the 
Sacraments of Baptism, Confirmation, 
and Holy Communion. As two of our 
people had already been baptised in 
other Christian traditions, they prepared 
for Reconciliation, Confirmation, and 
First Holy Communion.

With the lifting of Covid restrictions 
on Holy Thursday, we were all able 
to attend the Easter vigil to witness 
our brothers and sisters in Christ 
entering full communion in the 
Church. For one of our members, 
the Easter Vigil was their first time 
in a full church. Each fully initiated 
Catholic was deeply touched as 
they received the grace of the 
sacraments and all were drawn into 
the solemnity of the Church's liturgy.

I am honoured to work alongside Dan 
Martin, Alex Chia, and Emily Maguire, 
three very committed parishioners 
in our OCIA team. We each drew on 
our areas of giftedness within this 
ministry and through prayer, were able 
to offer our best to those seeking to 
be part of the Body of Christ. We had 
a focus on youth with Emily running 
an adapted OCIA programme for 
children. Dan worked on the pastoral 
side of the ministry, keeping everyone 
informed and getting alongside each 
participant. Alex joined me in the 
presentation of the Catechesis, both 
of us benefitting from Catechetical 
training through the Franciscan 

University of Steubenville in Ohio.

The response of our OCIA group was 
excellent with one member stating 
they most liked "the atmosphere, 
the discussions, and the content of 
presentations".

After this course, I am more than ever 
convinced that there is a hunger for 
God in our society and that we, as the 
Church, must tap into this need and 
draw people into faith. This is what Our 
Lord has asked us to do.

Brendan Woodnutt 
MA Catechetics and Evangelisation 
Evangelisation Coordinator - North Parish

faith had no place in my life. Attending 
Church, especially the Mass of the 
Lord's Supper on Holy Thursday, 
was powerful and very moving. The 
experience of this Mass had a personal 
impact on me. Being baptised has 
been significant.

After nearing the end of my OCIA 
journey, I'm happy to finally say I 
belong to the Catholic faith, that I now 
have a stronger sense of faith and 
relationship with God. I would describe 
myself as a work in progress. I now 
am more tuned in to God, I'm listening 
and open to Him. I have a better 
understanding of what He wants for 
me and a desire to achieve it."
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In 1989, Anne-Marie and Roger Pike, 
together with their family, welcomed 
Ann Miller and Margaret Bowring 
from the Templeton Centre to live 
with them at Mottram Street. It was 
here, in their four bedroom home, that 
the community of Marralomeda was 
born.

Marralomeda is a Christian community 
where those members with a 
learning disability, who live within 
the community or access other 
services provided by Marralomeda, 
are encouraged and resourced to 
take their rightful place in the wider 
community. It was inspired by the 
concept of L'Arche communities that 
exist worldwide. L'Arche communities 
hold in balance four elements - 
service, community, spirituality, and 
outreach. Marralomeda is a beautiful 
example of this balance in action.

Each person in the community is 
accepted as they are and valued for 
who they are - their gift is precious 
to the community. Each person is 
accepted as "the light of Christ"

Since its beginning 33 years ago, 
Marralomeda has welcomed many 
more members and expanded 
from one to five homes within close 
proximity to each other. There is Ena 
Adams house, named for Anne-
Marie's mother, McHale named after 

Marralomeda's first chaplain Fr John 
McHale, McAuley Lodge, Kowhai and 
most recently, Annie Margaret named 
after those first Community Members 
at Marralomeda - Ann and Margaret. 
The activity centre, which also sits on 
the property, was renamed the Pike 
Centre in 2020, in recognition of the 
love and service of Anne-Marie and 
Roger.

Marralomeda is currently seeking 
Expressions of Interest for new 

Trustees to join the Board. This 

voluntary role asks approximately 

two hours per month for a Board 

meeting, held every fourth Monday 

of the month, with an additional 

four hours per month to support 

Marralomeda. For more information 

about Marralomeda, visit 

www.marralomeda.org.nz, or if you 

are interested in becoming a Trustee, 

please contact Sally Thompson on 

sally.thompson@xtra.co.nz.

Marralomeda - The Best Place on Earth

“ Marralomeda is a very visible sign 
that community can be lived in our modern 
individualistic age, provided people are 
willing to seek the common good 
through lives of service with and to others.”(Marralomeda: The Best Place on Earth, 1989 - 1999)

On a quiet street in North Christchurch, you will find a community where people with and without learning 
disabilities share life together. Set over three properties, with five houses, the Pike Centre, and beautiful gardens, 
Marralomeda truly is "the best place on earth".

Community Members raised money for the Breast Cancer Foundation by going pink for the day

Virginia’s artwork on display at the Redwood Library
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Changes at the 
John Paul II Centre for Life
The last six months have seen significant changes for the John Paul II Centre 
for Life. Our former premises at Idris Road, our 'home' for 15 years, has been 
demolished and we are in the process of establishing a new office base. 

Meanwhile, our staff and expert 
volunteers have continued to run vital 
education programmes and outreach 
ministries: "Joy-Filled Marriage" 
preparation courses; Theology of 
the Body teaching for young adults; 
Billings Ovulation Method of Natural 
Fertility tuition; the parish-based 
Rosebud ministry to families; Mass of 
Remembrance for families who have 
lost a child; accompanying families 
who are struggling with pornography 
or who are grappling with an adverse 
diagnosis for their unborn child. We 
also have exciting plans to branch out 
and do much more in the service of life, 
marriage, and family within the diocese.

We continue to financially support the 
new Pregnancy Choice Centre (tel: 
351 3227 or cell: 022 458 1840) which 

is being run by Nurture Trust. This 
is based on the corner of Battersea 
and Colombo Streets in Sydenham, 
fronted by an Op Shop which is called 
Flourish. The Op Shop has created a 
place for people to come and browse 
while introducing them to the services 
of Pregnancy Choice, which provides 
information, support, and practical 
help for women with an unplanned 
pregnancy or women who are facing 
social, financial, emotional, and other 
challenges.

Sincere thanks to all of you who have 
continued to support us through the 
challenges of the past year. We are 
most grateful for your help and for 
your prayer.

Maria Schmetzer, Director

“ Marralomeda is a very visible sign 
that community can be lived in our modern 
individualistic age, provided people are 
willing to seek the common good 
through lives of service with and to others.”(Marralomeda: The Best Place on Earth, 1989 - 1999)

Council supports project 
to help young families at risk
Christchurch City Council recently approved a grant of $300,000 to the Society 
of St Vincent de Paul, towards construction of the Pavitt Street Housing Project.

The funding was given through the 
Council’s Capital Endowment Fund.

“The grant will go towards the 
development of a purpose-built 
facility that will give up to seven young 
families at a time access to warm, 
affordable, and secure housing along 
with wrap-around support,” Councillor 
Sara Templeton, Chairperson of 
the Sustainability and Community 
Resilience Committee, says.

“Some of the most at-risk members 
of our community will benefit from 
this project, right from when the doors 
open and for many years to come, 
so we are very pleased to stand in 
support of this much needed facility.”

The Society is collaborating with 
St John of God Waipuna, which 
will provide wrap-around support 
to those living in the facility via the 
Housing Opportunities for Parental 
Enhancement (HOPE) programme.

Area President Mike Daly says the aim 
is to provide suitable accommodation 
for parents aged primarily between 
17-24 years old, with weekly rent 
determined on an individual basis.

“The idea is that young parents are 
supported to build life skills in a safe, 
secure environment.”

Construction started at the end of 
last year and the facility is on track to 

open in November.

“This grant means we have the 
confidence to continue to completion. 
We’ll still have a (funding) shortfall, but 
it will be smaller and more achievable 
to try and recover.”

The complex will comprise six new 
two-bedroom units and one three 
bedroom unit, which will be available 
to rent for between three months 
and two years. It is being built behind 
Society headquarters in the suburb 
of Richmond. Grants from the Capital 
Endowment Fund, from proceeds of 
the sale of Orion’s investment in a gas 
company, support projects that benefit 
the city and local communities.

Society of St Vincent de Paul
Freepost 992, PO Box 10-815, Wellington 6143

TEL: 04 4995070   
EMAIL: national@svdp.org.nz

WEB: www.svdp.org.nz

Help us to be there on the battlefield for those 
who need it most. A Bequest to St Vincent de Paul 
is a lasting way to help the most disadvantaged 
and needy in our community. 

If you would like to discuss a Bequest  
with us, please get in touch.

“ I see the Church as a field 
hospital after battle.” 
POPE FRANCIS

Upcoming dates for 
Diocesan events organised by 
the John Paul II Centre for Life

Mon
22 auG

Diocesan Annual 
Mass for life

WeD
14 seP

Mass of remembrance 
for families who have 
lost a child during pregnancy

fri
14 oct

race night

eVerY 
Month

holy hour at the Adoration 
Chapel, 4.00pm-5.00pm on the 
first Monday of the month, to 
pray for Life, Faith, Marriage, and 
Family intentions in our Diocese.

contact the John Paul ii centre 
and its director, Maria Schmetzer, 
on cell: 022 503 9249, 
or by emailing info@jp2.org.nz.
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Numbers of young Catholic males interested in becoming priests surged 
in the years after World War II. This put New Zealand’s national seminary, 
Holy Cross College at Mosgiel, under pressure. A new seminary was 
needed. 

Optimism abounded when, in 1947, a crowd of 5000, 
including 100 dignitaries religious and secular (Apostolic 
Delegate Archbishop John Panico and Prime Minister Peter 
Fraser among them), attended the opening of Holy Name 
Seminary in Christchurch. Just 30 years later, the optimism 
was over. The establishment on Riccarton Road was closed.

Grocery magnate, city councillor and “stalwart Anglican” 
Thomas Kincaid built a large and stately home for his 
family on Riccarton Road. The architectural showpiece was 
completed in 1909. It faced demolition in 2021, following 
two disastrous fires. Its function as a seminary was to 
educate boys and young men aspiring to be priests in the 
Catholic Church.

The New Zealand Catholic Hierarchy, consisting of four 
Bishops (Auckland, Wellington, Christchurch, and Dunedin), 
agreed a new “secular” (not attached to any religious order, 
such as Marist) seminary was needed. Meeting in 1944, 
they discussed what sort of institution would be best. They 
decided to establish a national “Minor Seminary”. This would 
cater initially for students aged from 13 to 18 years, from 
all over New Zealand. It would provide a full secondary 
school education, aiming at high pass rates in the national 
School Certificate and Matriculation (University Entrance) 
examinations. A regimen to test the students’ calling to 
the priesthood would be part of seminary life. Active 
involvement in sports and hobbies would be encouraged.

Bishop Lyons, of Christchurch, labelled the Minor Seminary 
a “pioneer project”. It would be the only such institution 

in New Zealand, though Minor Seminaries were “quite 
common elsewhere”, including four in Australia.

According to the bishops’ plan, students who completed 
their studies at the Minor Seminary to a satisfactory level, 
and who maintained a wish to be priests, would proceed to 
the national “Major Seminary”, Holy Cross. There they would 
complete preparation for ordination with the ecclesiastical 
and philosophical courses that Holy Cross had been 
providing for adult students since 1900.

Minutes of the bishops’ 1944 meeting, regarding the 
mooted Minor Seminary, state: “The Hierarchy resolved to 
consider matters of location, buildings, finance, teaching 
staff, and domestic arrangements”.

Wellington was an option for the location. However, 
Bishop Lyons was aware of the grand Riccarton property’s 
availability. He acted quickly, proposing its selection for 
the purpose. Archival files show no indication of argument 
on that choice. The Catholic Bishops bought the Riccarton 
property in 1946. The seminary opened in 1947 with 40 
secondary school-aged boys on the roll.

It was truly a national establishment. In its early years, 1947 
to 1954, 40% of students came from the Auckland Diocese, 
28% from Christchurch Diocese, 22% from Wellington 
Diocese, and 10% from Dunedin Diocese. Given that each 
diocese covered a large area, these figures are not too far 
from reflecting respective Catholic populations.

The new seminary was dedicated to the “Holy Names of 

Holy Name Seminary
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We are proud to have provided strategic land and 
site development consultancy services to the 
Catholic Diocese of Christchurch since 1999.

Shaping a better tomorrow
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Jesus and Mary”. An agreement was signed with the Society 
of Jesus (Jesuits) to provide management and teaching 
staff. Three Jesuit priests came from Australia, with more to 
follow. Another agreement was signed with the Sisters of 
St Joseph of Cluny to provide domestic staff. The arrival of 
five Nuns from Ireland was delayed until 1948 because of 
travel difficulties. Priests and students meanwhile did the 
cooking and housework - which might have tested priestly 
vocations further.

Converting the mansion into a secondary school/seminary, 
with full boarding for all students, required considerable 
alteration. Much of this was done in 1946. Fortunately, the 
changes did not alter the frontal appearance of the building 
which had attracted the admiring gaze of thousands.

Kincaid’s two-storeyed mansion was known as Kilmead. 
Christchurch architects Clarkson and Ballantyne designed 
it in the English Domestic style with North American 
influences. Landscape architect A W Brixton laid out 
gardens and grounds on the 1.4 hectares property.  After 
Kincaid’s death, in 1928, Kilmead was bought by seeds 
merchant John Montgomery. The latter died in 1946.

New buildings, alterations and additions to existing 
buildings, and changes to the grounds continued through 
the late 1950s and early 1960s, as numbers of students 
continued to increase. Each student had his own room, 
so the number of bedrooms grew to more than 100. 
Prefabricated buildings and military surplus huts were 
brought in to increase classroom and lecture hall spaces. 

A library, a large kitchen, a chapel with seating for 300, a 
dining room, reception rooms, and a manager’s suite were 
added, bringing the total of rooms to 279.

Enthusiasm for sports and gardening meant more garden 
spaces, playing fields and courts were needed. Some 
neighbouring property was purchased for expansion. A 
student of the 1950s, writer David McGill, reminisced on: 
“superb sports facilities: footy fields, tennis courts, a full-size 
billiards table, cricket pitches, running track”. He expressed 
nostalgia for: “three square meals a day cooked by the 

From top left: Bishop Lyons, Archbishop O’Shea (Wellington), Bishop 
Liston (Auckland) and the Prime Minister Peter Fraser present at the 
opening of the Holy Name Seminary on Sunday 2 February 1947.
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nuns, the scholastic brio, the great library, the mateship of 
minds dedicated to the single purpose of serving God, the 
sublime plain chant after Mass”.

A major change at the seminary came in the mid-1950s 
when the secondary school courses were phased out. 
Bishop Joyce of Christchurch explained the reason for this.  
“Leakage from the Minor Seminary has been very great. We 
have also found a reluctance on the part of boys….. to enter 
the Minor Seminary. They prefer to go with their cobbers to 
the recognised Catholic Secondary Colleges,” he said.

A full ecclesiastical and philosophical course was phased 
in to replace the secondary school course. A formal 
agreement was reached between the Jesuit Priests of Holy 
Name and the Vincentian Priests of Holy Cross, and with the 
New Zealand Catholic Hierarchy, to amalgamate the two 
seminaries. Riccarton would deliver courses for school-
leavers (and some slightly older students) who would 
proceed to Mosgiel for their final years of preparation for 
ordination. From 1959 Holy Name bore the titles “House of 
Philosophy” and “Major Seminary”.

In 1956 the first students who had begun at Holy Name as 
mere boys were ordained as priests. About a third of early 
students persevered with their studies at Riccarton and 
Mosgiel and became priests. Students’ reports held in the 
Archives show respectful comments by the lecturers for 
students choosing to leave the seminary. A few comments 
refer bluntly to lack of will or wit.

Fund-raising through the parishes helped with fees and 
costs for some students. All had to live-in at the seminary. 
Those from family homes in Christchurch were denied the 
standard government boarding allowance for secondary 
students. This matter was taken up with the Government of 
the day and an exception was made. Other costs included 

purchase of soutanes and reverse collars, such as priests 
wore. This was compulsory garb for all the boys. The rule 
was eventually eased. The students had the same holidays 
as State schools and some found temporary jobs and 
earned money to help meet their costs.

Hopes were high when Holy Name Seminary was launched 
in 1947. However by 1970, numbers of students were 
declining. The possibility of closure was being debated. 
From early 1976, Church working parties discussed the 
possible amalgamation of Holy Name and Holy Cross 
colleges.

Former student Monsignor James Harrington, in an 
article about Holy Name Seminary, describes its closure 
as “inevitable”. He attributed this to falling numbers of 
students. Only 12 students were then enrolled at the 
Riccarton site, with a further 21 at Mosgiel. Economic 
studies showed only small cost savings would be made 
from amalgamation, unless the Riccarton Road site 
were leased at a high rate. Educational studies showed 
worthwhile benefits for student learning would accrue.

In notes from a 1977 meeting, working party member 
Monsignor Thomas Liddy wrote: “The composition of 
the meeting was weighed overwhelmingly in favour of 
Mosgiel”. The final decision was to close Holy Name in 
1978 and transfer its students to Holy Cross. The Mosgiel 
establishment would then return to its former status of a 
secular (not part of any religious order, such as Marists) 
seminary offering adult students full preparation for 
ordination. Holy Cross would later close too.

The Riccarton property remained in the ownership of 
the New Zealand Bishops. They converted the former 
seminary to a boarding hostel for university students, as 
the University of Canterbury had recently moved to nearby 
Ilam. They named the hostel Campion Hall.

The bishops decided in 1981 the Hall was no longer 
needed. It was sold then to the Luisetti family, who ran it 
as a boarding house and wedding and function facility, 
under the name of Antonio Hall. It was sold again, in 1993, to 
Wellstar Co. Ltd, which claimed to have development plans 
for the site.

By the end of 2021 no development had taken place. 
Vandalism and fire damage had rendered it unsafe and 
unsightly. What grandiose dreams lie in the ashes.

Acknowledgements: Michael Crean, Author 
Catholic Diocese of Christchurch Archives 
Accession 2020.33.1 - .20
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For many of us, the last two years may have seen the dismantling of the scaffolding of our ordinary lives. The 
pandemic has brought about so many changes: the inability to attend usual activities, the visiting of friends or 
places of worship, just to name a few. We have had the opportunity to reflect on many aspects of the way we live 
our lives, examine what is important and what is not.

Amidst this reflection, our need and desire for God may 
have also increased, as the distractions of busyness are 
replaced with an inner search for authentic peace. For 
some, this is a welcome relief and has clarified a call to 
listen more deeply to God in our lives. It can be difficult to 
put this yearning into words. It is as though the more our 
psyches are bombarded with frightening news of human 
atrocities and tragedies, the deeper we need to find our 
"footing" in faith.

We search for the peace that passes all understanding. 
When our heads and minds are exposed to so much 
suffering, we need to access our heart and God's heart to 
find the resources to be bearers of Life. Our help on this 
journey can come from our Elders in the faith. Thankfully 
throughout Her history, the Church honours the experience 
of mystics. There is a groundswell of renewed interest in the 
Christian mystics as trustworthy guides in uncertain times.

For excellent guidance in this area, you can access the 
podcast, "Turning to the Mystics". It is hosted on the 
website of the Centre for Action and Contemplation 
(www.cac.org) and can also be found on Spotify or 

subscribed to through Apple and Google podcasts.

The teacher is Dr James Finley, a contemplative teacher, 
writer, and retired psychologist. As a young man, he was a 
member of the community of the Abbey of Gethsemane, 
and received spiritual guidance for six years from Thomas 
Merton. His experience with Merton had a profound and 
lasting effect on his life. He has since written several books, 
including Merton's Palace of Nowhere, which is a series of 
prayerful explorations into the spirituality of Thomas Merton. 
Finley has studied some of the major mystics in depth, and 
has the ability to translate in today's language "the heart 
and poetic sense" of the wisdom they have to offer. The 
podcast has been running weekly since February 2020 and 
was fortuitously up and running when the pandemic hit. 
Thus far, teaching has been given on the following mystics: 
Thomas Merton, Teresa of Avila, St John of the Cross, Guigo 
11 (a 12th century Carthusian monk), and the author of the 
Cloud of Unknowing (with more to come!)

Jill Montgomery, on behalf of the 
Christchurch Diocesan Spiritual Directors Group 
Whakakōngo o te Ngakau: The Yearning Heart.

STRUCTURAL STEEL SUPPLY, FABRICATION & ERECTION SOUTH ISLAND WIDE

JJSTEEL.CO.NZPhone 03 366 8679
Email: admin@jjsteel.co.nz   frank@jjsteel.co.nz
18 Sir James Wattie Drive, PO Box 4241, Christchurch, NZ
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St Peter Chanel
Honoured at Fourvière
St Peter Chanel is the first martyr of Oceania and his feast 
day is 28th April. Celebrations for his feast day began before 
dawn on 03 April. 

Volunteers at the Sanctuary of 
Fourvière lit the fire to cook a large 
pig on a spit. In true Polynesian 
style, the Sanctuary prepared to 
welcome pilgrims from far and wide to 
celebrate this great Marist missionary 
saint. Pilgrims included a large cohort 
from the Parish of St Peter Chanel in 
Waimakariri.

Bishop Pompallier made his first 
voyage to the Pacific in 1837. Marist 
priest, Peter Chanel, and six of his 
confreres (both priests and brothers) 
travelled with the bishop. Before 
their journey, Peter Chanel had the 
intuition to write the names of the 
small band of missionaries on a scroll. 
He added this scroll to a golden heart 
around the neck of the statue of Our 
Lady of Fourvière, at the Basilica of 
Fourvière in Lyon.

Peter Chanel's mission on the island 
of Futuna proved very difficult, and for 
a long time there were no baptisms. 
However, Peter persevered and one 
day, the son of the King of the island 
expressed his will to be baptised. The 

Islanders were infuriated and killed 
Peter with an axe. Fr Peter forgave 
his attackers as he prepared to meet 
Jesus and Mary. Shortly after his 
death, the entire island converted to 
the Lord.

As a son of Fourvière, St Peter Chanel 
is a wonderful example of missionary 
zeal. In bringing the Gospel to the 
people of the Pacific, he continues to 
inspire us today. New Zealand is still 
a mission field and, now more than 
ever, our people thirst for the joy of the 
Gospel to give them hope and peace.

This is why the Beatitudes Community 
in New Zealand and the Sanctuary of 
Fourvière want to celebrate the heroes 
of this first missionary effort in Oceania. 
Sr Thérése of the Community of the 
Beatitudes is herself a missionary 
Sister from France. She said of the 
celebration, "St Peter Chanel is a very 
discreet and gentle Saint, and it is 
easy to forget that he is the first Saint 
and martyr of Oceania, patron Saint of 
this wide and diverse area and of New 
Zealand. He is a son of France and so 
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he takes a fitting place in the mission 
trail of the Sanctuary of Our Lady of 
Fourvière, where amongst other fellow 
French missionaries, he is honoured 
and remembered."

The Beatitudes chose to create 
the Sanctuary of Fourvière as their 
apostolic arm in New Zealand. They 
did so to invite people to reconnect 
with their Catholic roots and to 
encounter Jesus and Mary in a fresh 
way. The Beatitudes Community 
is the world's first Ecclesial Family 
of Consecrated Life. It consists of 
religious sisters and brothers and full 
lay members, including families. The 
Community gives the Sanctuary vitality 
and a beautiful life of prayer and 
contemplation which is open to all to 
share. The Sanctuary is a place where 
people can pray, celebrate, and seek 
retreat. As Fourvière in Lyon was for 
Saint Peter Chanel, it is a place where 
people can dedicate themselves to 
Mary and commit their lives to being 
missionaries, especially within their 
own families and communities.

Fr Ben D'Souza blesses the Fale

Fr Ben celebrates Mass
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Fr Ben D'Souza, himself a Marist 
priest, has studied the letters which 
Chanel and others exchanged with 
family and Church Authorities while 
on their mission. Fr Ben addressed the 
pilgrims gathered at the Sanctuary of 
Fourvière at the feast day celebrations, 
speaking of the harsh living conditions, 
uncertainties, and sacrifices that 
characterised this first mission. He 
also gave us an insight into this 
great Saint's missionary heart, and 
encouraged us all to take the same 
advice given to Peter and the first 
missionaries by their superiors:

“Never rely on yourself, but solely on 
Jesus and Mary. Be Christ to others - 
it is Christ who sends you. Be a man 
of prayer. Place yourself and others 
under the protection of Mary through 
the rosary. Keep unity and peace 
amongst yourselves.”

After the talk, the crowd gathered at 
the foundation of what will eventually 
become a Futunian Fale (Polynesian 
Hut) which is being built in Mary's 
Garden at the Sanctuary of Fourvière, 
as a shrine to St Peter Chanel. There, 
Fr Ben blessed the foundation of 
the new structure. Inside the Fale, 
a beautiful original icon of St Peter 
Chanel will be displayed. The icon is 
written by resident artist, Chris Verryt. 
It depicts St Peter Chanel under the 
mantle of Mary, who holds the infant 
Jesus in the same way as the statue 
inside the Basilica of Our Lady of 
Fourvière in Lyon. This is the very same 
statue where Fr Peter Chanel placed 
the golden heart containing the names 
of those first missionaries. The Fale will 
also be home to some first-class relics 

of St Peter Chanel. The day finished 
with Mass at the Shrine of Mary, Mother 
of the Light, and a feast with spit roast 
pork and other Pasifika cuisine.

This celebration is the first of what 
will become an annual event at the 
Sanctuary in Leithfield, with the 2023 
event already being planned. It will 
be a very special year on the feast of 
St Peter Chanel. Not only will the Fale 
be completed, opened, and blessed, 
but organisers are hoping to welcome 
pilgrims from New Caledonia and 
around the Pacific, especially from 
the Island of Futuna. This was unable 
to happen this year because of Covid 
restrictions. The year 2023 will also be 
extra special as it will coincide with the 
50th Jubilee of the Community of the 
Beatitudes. The feast of St Peter Chanel 
will fall on a Saturday, making it the 
perfect day for you and your family to 
plan a very special visit to the Sanctuary.

In the meanwhile, the Sanctuary of Fourvière is 
open daily from Tuesday to Sunday with Mass 
at 12pm and morning adoration. Confessions 
are available each Saturday from 11am and the 
'12 stars' pilgrim shelter is open to serve you 
espresso coffee from 10:30am to 12pm and 
from 2pm to 4pm. Retreats of various kinds 
are also now bookable again. Please email 
Sr Clare of the Community of the Beatitudes, 
retreats@fourviere.nz, to book yours today. The 
Sanctuary of Fourvière is at 67 Leithfield Road.

Clockwise from top: Fr Ben D'Souza presents 
on St Peter Chanel's voyage; Sanctuary 
Director Michael Loretz holds up a picture of 
a Traditional Futunian Fale; The customary 
pig on a spit feast; The icon of Peter Chanel 
on display under the Marquee.

People gather as Fr Ben SM and Fr Gregoire CB 
prepare to do the blessing.
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Strong start to the year 
for Parish Youth Ministry

The first quarter of 2022 saw an impressive start for Youth Ministry, and despite Covid restrictions, 
parishes and youth groups remain innovative and adaptable in their ministry to young people.

North Parish
In March, Waipara Adventure Centre 
was the three-day venue for 28 
young people and their leaders. They 
got to know each other better and 
challenged themselves through some 
high rope activities. They were offered 
opportunities to deepen their faith 
through Eucharistic adoration, praise 
and worship, and Mass. Youth Ministry 
continues in the North Parish with 
regular senior and junior youth groups 
based at the St Joseph's Pastoral 
Centre in Papanui. As Term Two 
unfolds, the Youth Alpha programme 
is their focus.

east Parish
Earlier in the year, East Parish young 
people returned to the Woodend 
Christian Camp for their annual 
gathering. This year's camp had 
the theme, "God is worthy." Due to 

the challenges of Covid, they were 
smaller in number, but found this an 
unexpected blessing. It gave them 
greater opportunities to reflect on the 
theme and their relationship with the 
Lord, through the Sacraments and 
Bible study. In April, another highlight 
for them was a Synod night facilitated 
by the CYT team. Inspired by Pope 
Francis' call to come together as a 
synodal Church, three small groups 
prayed, discerned, and discussed. 
They made an impressive written 
contribution to the overall Diocesan 
Synod synthesis. The night concluded 
with a hotly contested quiz.

St Peter Chanel Waimakariri
One of the newest youth groups in 
the Diocese is St Peter Chanel in 
Waimakariri. This group rounded 
out the recent school holidays with 
a Sunday morning climb up nearby 
Mount Grey. The 4am alarm was no 
deterrent, as an enthusiastic crew 
of eleven youth and their heavily 
caffeinated leaders tackled the climb. 
Fortunately, the weather played ball 
and the views more than made up for 
the early start.

St Patrick's Greymouth
On the West Coast, the St Patrick's 
Greymouth Youth Group was thrilled 
to host the CYT staff and Mission Team 
on one of their regular visits. Alongside 
helping with the Kumara church 
working bee, the team ran games and 
shared testimonies.

This is just a taste of what is happening 
in local communities in every corner of 
the Diocese. For more information and 
to connect with youth groups in the 
Diocese of Christchurch, visit 
www.cyt.org.nz/youthgroups.

Mark Currie 
CYT Parish Support Coordinator

(Left) North Parish Camp

(Below) St Peter Chanel 
Youth Group at Mt Grey

East Parish Camp

Greymouth Youth Group
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Sr Marita Breen LCM, RIP
“God wills it.”

Mary Gwendolyn Breen was born in 
May 1930 in Eketāhuna, to John and 
Marita Breen. She was born into a 
family of eleven children, six girls and 
five boys. The family later moved to 
Stratford in South Taranaki.

After secondary education Mary 
undertook office work before moving 
to Auckland, where she completed 
her Registered Nurse training at 
the Mater Hospital. In 1955 she 
traveled to Australia and entered the 
Little Company of Mary Novitiate 
at Lewisham in Sydney. When 
Mary received the habit, she was 
given the name Sr Marita. In 1960 
she transferred to Calvary Hospital 
Tasmania, where she trained as a 

midwife. She returned to New Zealand 
in 1961 and was Finally Professed. Her 
motto was “God wills it.”

Marita nursed in all Calvary Hospitals 
in New Zealand. She held the position 
of Matron in Hawera and Invercargill.

In 1986 she moved to Christchurch 
and a change of ministry followed. 
She completed a Course in Pastoral 
Care and for 20 years, administered to 
the residents and staff of Mary Potter 
Home and Hospital, a role she loved. 
She also coordinated the Greater 
Company of Mary and was a member 
of St Mary’s Parish Catholic Women’s 
League, until ill health and mobility 
issues meant it was time to retire from 
involvement in active ministry.

Marita had a very outgoing personality. 
She enjoyed being with people and 
had many friends. She liked to be 
occupied and, apart from nursing and 
pastoral duties, was a wonderful cook. 
She was also a very talented knitter, 
and crocheted many beautiful items 
for friends and others.

We would, however, be mistaken 
if we measured Marita’s life in 
terms of “things done” and external 
achievements. The real measure of her 
life is its richness in the sight of God, 
because God has been the focus of 
her life. Marita’s commitment to the 

LCM charism, her daily prayer for the 

suffering and dying and devotion to 

Mary have never wavered.

Marita resided at Nazareth House for 

the last six years. With gratitude we 

remember the Nazareth Sisters, their 

staff, Shona Lowson, and Marita’s 

family, who have all loved and 

supported her over the years. May she 

now rest in peace after a long life lived 

for Jesus and always in the company 

of Mary.

“God has been 
the focus of her life. 
Marita’s commitment 
to the LCM charism, 
her daily prayer 
for the suffering and 
dying and devotion 
to Mary have 
never wavered.”

Sr Marita died peacefully at Nazareth House on 10 April 2022.
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CATHOLIC CO-EDUCATIONAL
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We off er an inclusive education that combines
Catholic faith with academic excellence.
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CATHOLIC CATHEDRAL COLLEGE
TO LIVE BY FAITH

Celebrating our Special Character Leaders
At Catholic Cathedral College, we have a number of excellent leaders who live Gospel values.  
Nicole Menezes and Jericson Sta Rita are our Special Character Leaders in 2022.

Nicole came to New Zealand in 2019 
and ever since, she has found her 
second home at Catholic Cathedral 
College. "Our different cultural and 
spiritual groups, such as Kapa Haka, 
Remar, and Young Vinnies, have 
helped me to find a whānau and 
to grow my faith. We are extremely 
diverse in cultures, backgrounds, 

faiths, and beliefs, which has taught me to be more open-
minded and understanding. Our motto is "To live by Faith". 
This has become a big part of my life. To me, it means to 
keep believing that God is with us and guiding us, even 
during hard times. Our theme for this year is Hākarameta - 
Communion. Even during the hardships of Covid, our kura 
still finds ways to celebrate together and come together in 
family spirit, to pray for one another and to be there for one 

another. I hope to encourage others to treat one another 
with kindness, to celebrate our unique differences and 
inspire them to "live by faith".

Jericson reflects that "Many blessings 
have come my way, and they have had 
a significant influence on my life. I've 
grown closer to my God and Saviour, 
Jesus Christ, as my faith has grown 
stronger. This year, I have the honour 
of being one of the Special Character 
Leaders, a role which I sincerely 
appreciate. This experience has given 

me the opportunity to learn more about our Catholic faith 
and to grow spiritually. As a Special Character Leader, I 
aim to contribute to our school's Catholic purpose and 
strengthen our College's family spirit."

CCC and SVDP
Catholic Cathedral College has been blessed to have a long 
standing relationship with St Vincent de Paul (SVDP), who 
have supported our kura and our rangatahi in many different 
ways over the years, for example sponsoring individual 
students and providing specific support to families.

We have long been aware of their wonderful generosity 
and example of service. Brian Hutching is a member of 
the SVDP team, an ex-staff member, and also a long term 
reliever at the College. Through his work, SVDP agreed to 
donate 53 devices to our kura. Our kaimahi and rangatahi 
have been overwhelmed by this wonderful contribution 
because we know what a positive impact it will have upon 
our approach to teaching and learning.

Pictured with students from the College are, from left, Brian Hutching, 
ex staff member and member of the SVDP team, Bruce Mayhew, 
Chairperson of the SVDP Cathedral Conference, and Tina Utting-
Johnson, Deputy Principal of Catholic Cathedral College.
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"On 29 March, our kura's student leaders were visited 
by Sister Anne Sklenars. Her delightful visit was very 
insightful and helped the student leaders to get a better 
understanding of the Mission Sisters, one of the founding 
congregations of our kura. Sr Anne taught the leaders the 
importance of Euphraise Barbier to the Mission Sisters and 
why she is such an important figure in their congregation. 
She also introduced us to the story of Mary's visitation in 
the Bible, the joy and happiness that came with her visit 
and how we all have our own experiences of visitations 
in our lives. It might be through meeting an old friend, 
encountering someone inspiring, or re-uniting with a family 
member. She also taught us about why the sisters take the 
vows they do and how important zeal is in their ministry. 
It was lovely to have Sr Anne come in, and her visit will 
encourage the student leaders to dive deeper into the 
history of our kura, and explore ways we can implement 
parts of the founding ministries in everyday kura life."

Visitation
During Term 1, Catholic Cathedral College was blessed to 
be visited by Sr Anne Sklenars RNDM, from the Sisters of Our 
Lady of the Missions. Maddison Maffey reflects on her visit.

Marian Wā Whānau Lenten Gift

The Marian brand
The Marian brand
Marian is a Catholic state-integrated school for girls that combines high academic standards and a progressive 
approach to education with a genuine commitment to the Gospel and to the values inherent in the traditions of two 
important religious orders, the Sisters od Mercy and the Sisters of St Joseph of the Sacred Heart.  

Marian’s brand portfolio is the visual representation of our college values.  Our brand byline With Mary in Faith 
(Tatou ko Mere e whakapono ana) re ects the example that Mary, the Mother of God, provides to us all.

It is important that in communicating with all our communities we project ourselves as members of a professional, 
ef cient and integrated college.  Every interaction between the college and any organisation or member of the public 
has impact on how we are perceived.  

Control over the visual expression of the Marian College brand is vested in the principal.

Purpose and aims
The purpose of the brand guide is to provide a clear guide to ensure that the college’s visual image and impact is 
as strong as possible and is seen to have integrity and meaning.  For this purpose, the guide outlines clearly the 
requirement for stationery, promotional publications and advertising.

Appropriately applied, the brand guide will enable us to communicate clearly the values and status of the college to 
the wider community.
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Prayer, fasting, and giving were all 
actions Marian College students 
engaged in during the season of Lent. 
From Ash Wednesday until Holy week, 
each Whānau planned and donated 
two meals, one dessert, and Easter 
eggs as part of our giving for Lent. Some 
Whānau donated several bags of kai. All 
donations were given to St Vincent de 
Paul at the start of Holy Week.

We continue to embody and live out 
our school's scripture quote for the year: 
'kia aroha koutou tētahi ki tētahi, kia rite 
ki tōku aroha ki a koutou' - 
'Love one another, just as I have loved you' 
(John 13:34).

As we reflect on the past 40 years, knowing in 2023 we will be moving 
into our new home in Lydia Street, we want to learn more and share our 
collective history through the eyes of our Marian College whānau. We are 
inviting past students, staff, family members, and associates of Marian 
College, McKillop, and St Mary's Colleges to send us your most memorable 
moments and photos which reflect school life. These will be shared on our 
website and various channels throughout the year.

To participate, www.mariancollege.school.nz/the-mariancollege-project.

The Marian College Project
It has been 40 years since McKillop College and 
St Mary's College merged to form Marian College. 

Opening of Marian on 25 March 1982.
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Dr Rowan Williams, Archbishop of 
Canterbury, told a congregation in 
Westminster Abbey, at the dedication 
of the Victoria Cross and George Cross 
Memorial, in 2003: ‘Courage as a true 
virtue is the kind of courage that reflects 
the bravery of Christ, courage that does 
not deny reality of fear but is moved 
and energised by vision’. 

Courage is also one of the Gifts of the 
Spirit. It is the gift where a person is no 
longer afraid to stand up for God and 
his truths. 

A prerequisite of demonstrating 
courage implies that the individual can 
exercise a degree of decision-making 
within the situation.

There are two categories of courage. 
A courageous person may possess 
physical and or moral courage. 
Physical courage focuses on risking 
personal injury or death. Moral 
courage is often the more demanding 
expression of courage as it is a 
conscious decision to stand up for 
good against evil; it is often the chief 

ingredient for authentic leadership. 

The year 1942 was a crisis time during 
the Second World War - Singapore 
surrendered on 15 February; and then 
there were further defeats in North 
Africa after the tragedies that had 
occurred during 1941, in Greece and 
Crete. However, by October 1942 the 
tide was turning with the Battle of El 
Alamein, on Egypt’s Mediterranean 
coast.

Chaplains were present in all theatres 
of war. They frequently cared for the 
sick and wounded under difficult 
conditions. 

There is an interesting story, recorded 
in the book ‘Men of Faith and Courage’, 
about an Anglican Chaplain, Ivor 
Hopkins, who served in Crete. He was 
one of four New Zealand chaplains 
who volunteered to remain in Crete 
with the seriously wounded when the 
British and Commonwealth soldiers 
evacuated from there.

When he was in a crowded Prisoner of 
War transit camp in Greece, Chaplain 

Hopkins agitated for better conditions 
for the sick and wounded. This 
aroused the ire of the Germans who 
retaliated by making him pick up dirty 
pieces of papers blowing around the 
open latrines, and on one occasion, he 
was made to crawl on his hands and 
knees and pick up the paper with his 
teeth. Over the years, as a POW, he 
made several options that were truly 
courageous.

Chaplain Hopkins had an outstanding 
reputation as an advocate for better 
treatment of prisoners of war. 

During the Great War, two Catholic 
Chaplains were each awarded the 
Military Cross. Fr Patrick Dore was 
awarded the Military Cross for his 
action during the August Offensive at 
Gallipoli. His citation reads that he: 

‘Displayed most gallant conduct in 
helping the Medical Officer attending 
to the wounded under heavy rifle fire 
on 9th August on Chunuk Bair and for 
24 hours after the withdrawal from that 
position.’

Fr Robert Richards was recognised 
for his courage on the Somme during 
1916, his citation reads: 

‘For conspicuous gallantry and devotion 
to duty. He tended the wounded 
continuously for two days under very 
heavy fire, displaying great courage and 
determination’.

During the Second World War, Fr 
Jesse Kingan sm, was the only 
Catholic Chaplain awarded the Military 
Cross. He was also Mentioned in 
Despatches. His heroic ministry was 
recognised during the North African 
Campaign. 

His citation mentioned: ‘…his cheerful 
demeanour and fine bearing have 

Anzac Day is a day to reflect on the unselfish service and courage of New Zealanders 
during periods of conflict. No rank or person has the prerogative over courage.

Anzac Day, 25 April 2022, National Day of Remembrance
Te Rā o Anzac, 25 o Paenga-whāwhā 2022, He Rā Whakamaharatanga a Motu

Courage under Fire

At John Rhind we are proud of our heritage, having served the families of 
Canterbury for over 130 years. We understand that it’s the small personal 

details which matter when arranging a funeral.
With FDANZ approved pre-arranged and pre-paid funeral options, let one of 

our caring team help you arrange a memorable service.

At John Rhind we are proud of our heritage, having served the families of 
Canterbury for over 130 years. We understand that it’s the small personal 

details which matter when arranging a funeral.
With FDANZ approved pre-arranged and pre-paid funeral options, let one of 

our caring team help you arrange a memorable service.

At John Rhind we are proud of our heritage, having served the families of 
Canterbury for over 130 years. We understand that it’s the small personal 

details which matter when arranging a funeral.
With FDANZ approved pre-arranged and pre-paid funeral options, let one of 

our caring team help you arrange a memorable service.
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been a constant inspiration both to the 
wounded men and those who care for 
them. In addition, he has visited men 
of the units in their forward positions, 
often under fire, and his spiritual care 
contributed greatly to their morale. 
He never allowed danger or fatigue to 
interfere with his work even in the most 
difficult conditions.’

As non-combatants, these chaplains 
were recognised for providing comfort 
and hope to wounded soldiers in 
dangerous conditions. They excelled 
in their care of their people.

At a General Audience during 2014, 
Pope Francis discussed the gift of 
fortitude (courage); he said, 

‘With the gift of fortitude the Holy Spirit 
frees the soil of our heart from inactivity, 

uncertainties and all the fears that can 
stop it, so that the Word of God can be 
put into practice, in an authentic and 
joyful way’.

These three Catholic Army Chaplains 
and Chaplain Hopkins, were motivated 
by their faith and commitment as 
ordained ministers.

Their training and focus was different 
from combat soldiers, like Charles 
Upham VC and bar, however, their 
outstanding dedication to pastoral 
care continues to be an inspiration for 
unselfish and courageous service. 

Lest we forget.   

Chaplain Brian Fennessy ED, RNZChD, 
is parish priest of Selwyn Parish, 
Lincoln, and an Army Reserve Chaplain.

Funeral of 
Rev Fr Patrick Dore
Earthly Pilgrimage over the 
funeral at Foxton of the late 
Rev Father Patrick Dore, MC, 
Roman Catholic Chaplain to 
the New Zealand Forces, who 
died at Auckland last week 
[July 1918]. One of the most 
popular chaplains of the New 
Zealand Forces, the Rev Father 
Patrick Dore, MC, died at the 
Mater Misericordiae Hospital, 
the funeral taking place in his 
old parish of Foxton. He was 32 
years of age, and left with the 
Main Body as Roman Catholic 
Chaplain to the New Zealand 
Mounted Rifle Brigade, being 
attached to the Auckland 
Mounted Rifles. He was severely 
wounded at Gallipoli, and while 
undergoing an operation last 
week as a direct outcome of his 
wounds he succumbed. The 
late Father Dore was in every 
way a “big” man, and one of his 
best friends and admirers was 
the late Major G Presbyterian 
Chaplain to the Brigade.

Left to right:

Chaplain Brian Fennessy ED, RNZChD; Rev H I Hopkins; Fr Jesse Kingan sm; 
Fr Robert Richards; 13/655 Chaplain-Captain Patrick Dore MC, MIC Chaplain to the Forces. 

Funeral of Fr Patrick Dore, July 1918
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A Lifetime of Assistance to St Patrick’s Basilica Waimate
Cecilia Margaret Knox  22 November 1943 - 6 March 2022

Cecilia’s book of life contains a wonderful example of fortitude and unprompted service.

In years of independence and self-
help, her time was happy and busy. 
She became a reliable and active 
member to many organisations. 
Notable were St Vincent de Paul, Red 
Cross shop roster, Senior Citizens, 
indoor and outdoor bowls. At each, 
she fulfilled a niche of a particular 

work and was much appreciated; and 

looking back able to say, I never failed 

an appointment, or to assist at any 

gathering.

Her life was blessed with faithfulness 

to God and practised with fidelity 

and constancy in St Patrick's Parish 

and its Basilica. For endless Masses, 

she helped arrange sacristy items, 

lit candles, secured doors and, at 

the Basilica entrance, welcomed 

parishioners. Always punctual herself, 

sometimes she caught an unfortunate 

sneaking past, with a loud "You're late".

Morning after morning, wind or rain, 

Cecilia walked to the Basilica. Gerry 

said "It was her pilgrimage". But 

steadily, limbs slowed and help was 

accepted. Under the kindness of 

Agnes, she attended to duties, until 

Sunday 20 February, but the steps 

were a struggle and movement very 

slow. Two days later, Cecilia was 

admitted to Lister Rest Home and 

within a fortnight, God called her soul; 

to be in the presence of angels and a 

family who were most proud of her.

May she Rest in Peace.

Contributed by John Foley

On 1 May, Lorna Double was presented with the Papal 
Honour, Croce Pro Ecclesia et Pontifice, for distinguished 
service to the Catholic Church, by Fr Jolly at Mass in 
Temuka. Lorna has been involved in St Joseph's Parish, 
Temuka (now Opihi), since childhood, and continues 
to work tirelessly as Sacristan there. She has made a 
huge contribution to the parish and the wider Temuka 
community over the years, organising Maori Masses 
during the 1980s and 1990s; involvement in many parish 

fundraising committees, not to mention a wide range of volunteer work within 
the Temuka community: Temuka Community Care Trust, Challenge Work 
Trust, Victim Support, Trust Aoraki, Temuka Promotions, to name but a few.

We are indebted to Lorna for her lengthy and dedicated service to the parish 
over many years and her Papal Honour is very well deserved.

Building Christchurch Landmarks
naylorlove.co.nz

Spark SquareTe Raekura Redcliffs SchoolSt Bede’s College Chapel

Paragon Apartments Ballantynes Redevelopment
Christ Church Cathedral 

Reinstatement

Pope Francis Awards Papal Medal 
to Mid-Canterbury Parishioner
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Committed to Rebuilding and Strengthening Catholic Facilities in Christchurch

www.hannbuilt.co.nz - 03 344 5951

From the Tribunal of the Catholic Church
New Christchurch 
Catholic Tribunal Website
The Tribunal of the Catholic Church 
for New Zealand in the Diocese of 
Christchurch has launched a new 
website. This new website seeks to 
provide more information about the 
function and work of the Tribunal, 
to provide for those who seek 
information about Applications for 
Declarations of Nullity, and to address 
Frequently Asked Questions that 
petitioners might have. 

Function of the Tribunal of the 
Catholic Church for New Zealand
The Tribunal, which is the official 
ecclesiastical court and judicial arm 
of the Catholic Church, is established 
nationally in New Zealand and is 
present in each diocese to assist the 
Diocesan Bishops in carrying out their 
responsibilities as shepherd of the 
local Christian Community which has 
been entrusted to them. (Canon 369 
& 1419, Code of Canon law 1983) The 
Tribunal is regulated by the Catholic 
Church’s Code of Canon Law 1983 
or more commonly referred to as 

Church Law. It is supervised by the 
Judicial Vicar and staffed by other 
qualified personnel, in particular 
Canon Lawyers. It deals with marriage 
cases; penal cases involving canonical 
crimes, and also deals with the 
vindication of the Christian faithful’s 
rights in the Church under Canon Law. 
Its decisions only have effect in the 
Catholic church and have no civil law 
effects. For further information visit: 
www.catholictribunal.nz/tribunal.

Persons Previously Married
In terms of persons previously 
married, the Catholic Church respects 
all marriages, irrespective of where 
and how the couple is married. i.e., 
Buddhist, Court registry, Sikh etc. 
Anyone who is previously married, 
who seeks remarriage in the 
Catholic Church or is to be received 
into the Catholic Church, must be 
directed to the Tribunal for their 
previous marriages to receive proper 
declarations of nullity.  To accompany 
the new website, there is now a new 
Declaration of Nullity Application 
Pack for petitioners who may wish to 
apply. The pack contains information 

and instructions on how to apply, and 
who to contact. This application pack 
can be found at the bottom of the 
Applications page 
(www.catholictribunal.nz/application) 
on the website. 

Reporting Abuse
Amidst the Royal Commission Inquiry 
into Abuse in Care, the Tribunal wishes 
to encourage transparency and the 
mandatory reporting of abuses in the 
Church. To reflect this commitment, 
the website includes a “Report Abuse” 
page with links to the National Office 
of Professional Standards, which deals 
with safeguarding and complaints 
of sexual abuse against church 
personnel in New Zealand, and to 
child protection agencies within the 
Christchurch region. 

The Christchurch Tribunal Office is led 
by two canon lawyers - Judicial Vicar 
Msgr Brendan Daly and Lay Judge 
Elizabeth Ong, and Case Instructor 
Maria Sequeira. Our Christchurch 
Tribunal Office hopes that the new 
website will be helpful and informative 
for parishioners in the Diocese of 
Christchurch. Please feel free to be 
in touch if you have any queries or 
require further information. We are 
always happy to assist where able. 

The new website link is 
www.catholictribunal.nz and another 
link can also be found in the Catholic 
Diocese of Christchurch Website 
under the ‘Contact Us’ or ‘Other 
Diocesan Sites’ tabs.
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+64 3 339 9940
cavell.co.nz

Move with
confi dence
However you’re stuck, we are a Christchurch
law fi rm that is here to help, not make it harder.
That’s why our legal advice is simple to understand 
with a clear point of view, so you can make decisions 
you’re sure about and get moving again.

11 April 2022

Suzanne Aubert’s path to sainthood 
delayed by Vatican “no miracle” ruling
The path to New Zealand sainthood of missionary Mother Meri Hōhepa Suzanne Aubert has been delayed with a 
Vatican medical council deciding a potential miracle attributed to her can be explained by medical science. 

The case for a miracle, the details of 
which remain private to protect the 
privacy of the person concerned, was 
put in 2019 to the Congregation for the 
Causes of Saints, the Vatican agency 
responsible for studying sainthood 
nominations. The Congregation 
appointed a medical council to study it. 

New Zealand’s Catholic bishops 
approved the introduction of the 
Cause of Suzanne Aubert’s sainthood 
in 1997. A formal Diocesan Inquiry 
was held in 2004, when the available 
evidence for promoting her as a saint 
was gathered. The results were sent 
to Rome and approved for further 
consideration. Included with this 
material was Jessie Munro’s biography, 
The Story of Suzanne Aubert. As a 
result, Suzanne Aubert was given the 
title “Servant of God”. Subsequent 
presentation and approval of the 
relevant material led to Pope Francis 
declaring her “Venerable” in 2016. 

After someone is declared venerable, 
the Catholic Church requires proof 
of two miracles before they can be 
declared a saint. Recognition of a 

first miracle would have resulted 
in Pope Francis awarding her the 
title “Blessed,” the penultimate step 
on the path to her being declared 
“Saint”. She continues to be known as 
Venerable Suzanne Aubert, a woman 
of outstanding Christian virtue. 

Sister Margaret Anne Mills DOLC, 
leader of the Sisters of Compassion 
in Island Bay, Wellington, says the 
medical council’s ruling means it is 

time to consider the future path of the 
official process towards Meri Hōhepa 
Suzanne Aubert’s canonisation. 

“From my point of view, the miracle 
is in the life of those concerned in 
this process. I witness daily the gift 
we have of asking Meri Hōhepa to 
intercede for us on our behalf. It is 
extraordinary. It is tangible. We have 
much to be grateful for and we are on 
a journey of faith. I have witnessed the 
faith and healing of people as they 
request Meri Hōhepa’s intercession. 
This will continue,” said Sr Margaret 
Anne.

“Meri Hōhepa would say at this 
moment: ‘It is God’s will.’ She said that 
‘when all else fails this is the moment 
of God.’  We need to rest at that 
moment for a while, before deciding 
where to go next.”

Suzanne Aubert (1835-1926) 
founded the Daughters of Our 
Lady of Compassion (the Sisters of 
Compassion) in 1892. She was a friend 
and advocate for Māori, children, the 
poor and the sick, with the Sisters 
continuing her work to this day. 
Thousands lined Wellington’s streets 
for her funeral in 1926, an extraordinary 
tribute to a woman who dedicated 
herself to “people of all religions or 
none.”

Cardinal John Dew, President of 
the New Zealand Catholic Bishops’ 
Conference says: “No matter the 
outcome of the Cause for Beatification, 
Suzanne Aubert is remembered, 
through her writings, prayers and 
sayings and her life of working for 
those most in need. All of that  lives 
on.  There is no doubt that Suzanne, 
Meri Hōhepa, was a holy woman, she 
was greatly loved and respected. All 
she would want is for us all to follow 
her example and carry on with works 
of compassion.” 

General Administration
www.compassion.org.nz
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Te Pae is a brand-new world-

class venue that showcases the 

best of what the region has to 

offer. It incorporates elements of 

this throughout its architectural 

design, such as the braided rivers 

of Canterbury, the neo-gothic 

architecture of Christchurch city, and 

patterns and colours of Ngāi Tahu 

tradition.

After four years of construction, Te 

Pae has officially opened its doors 

and will host a diverse range of 

events, bringing around 70,000 

people into the city this year. With 

scale and style Te Pae is destined 

as a major attraction to provide 

Christchurch with a fresh breath of 

life and innovation. 

Te Pae will become the Catholic 

Business Network’s new venue 

partner and host for future events. 

Our partnership is reflective of the 

importance of positive contribution 

to our community and symbolic of 

invigorating growth and prosperity in 

the city for years to come. 

The speakers for the upcoming 

CBN are Kieran and Bridget Read, 

who will be interviewed by local 

personality, Dave Dunlay. They will 

be talking about the impact of rugby, 

leadership, and faith in their lives 

- both the opportunities and the 

challenges. 

The Catholic Business Network is 

open to everybody and is a great 

opportunity to gather and create some 

valuable business relationships. It is 

an opportunity to learn and extend 

oneself while enjoying good company, 

a delightful lunch, and the opportunity 

to network with others. Why not invite 

a partner, friend, or work colleague to 

share in these enjoyable and valuable 

occasions?    

Be sure to secure your ticket now so 

you don’t miss out on this memorable 

event. 

The Catholic Business Network 
is back and with a new partnership!
After much anticipation we are excited to announce the return of the 
Catholic Business Network for 2022. The first event will kick off on June 23 
at Te Pae, Christchurch Convention Centre.

Contact Damian Powick for a conversation in confi dence about
leaving a gift on 03 366 9869 or email legacies@chch.catholic.org.nz

Is your Will up-to-date?
Are you considering a bequest to the diocese? 
You can strengthen the Church and its mission by 
supporting seminarians, the clergy, the faithful, youth 
ministries, Catholic education, and our new Cathedral.

Kieran and Bridget Read, speakers for the 

upcoming Catholic Business Network event..

Where: Te Pae Christchurch 

Convention Centre

When: June 23 2022, 12-2.00pm

You can purchase your tickets 

here: https://events.humanitix.

com/cbn_kieranandbridget 

For further enquiries, 

please contact Louise at 

lobrien@cdoc.nz or call 

03 366 9869.

CATHOLIC
BUSINESS NETWORK
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With no shareholders to satisfy, the surplus generated 

by the CDF (Catholic Development Fund) is available to 

benefit our school community, improving educational 

outcomes and overall health and wellbeing. For example, 

the Catholic Youth Team brings students together via 

sports days and retreats; Catholic Social Services supplies 

free counselling and courses aimed at strengthening 

family life; while the Sacramental Music Program teaches 

songs to touch the hearts of our children. Also, schools 

can apply to borrow for roll growth property development 

projects.

Before the Global Financial Crisis of 2008, school BOTs 

(Board of Trustees) were able to invest in the CDF. 

However, at the time, a government review of financial 

institutions meant the CDF was no longer able to hold 

these funds. With the CDF now a registered financial 

service provider and compliant with the Anti Money 

Laundering and Countering Financing of Terrorism Act we 

have worked with the Ministries of Finance and Education 

to get approval for schools to acquire debt securities 

issued by the CDF. This is positive news for school trustees 

looking for a socially responsible investment that aligns 

with Catholic values.

Once again, CDF Board and Staff are excited to welcome 

the 35 schools within the Catholic Diocese of Christchurch 

to become members of the CDF. Simon Thompson, General 

Manager of the Catholic Diocese of Christchurch, supports 

the move to allow school Boards as CDF investors, saying 

“we believe that the decision to invest with the CDF further 

enables schools to partner with the Diocese, reflecting a 

desire to help other schools, and support the good of our 

local Catholic community.”

The CDF is delighted to have the opportunity to be able 

to provide even more support to the Catholic education 

community of the Christchurch Diocese and help facilitate 

its growth and development into the future. 

School Board of Trustees, Board of Proprietors, Foundations 

and PTAs interested in finding out more about investing 

with the CDF are welcome to contact Liza Sparrow, 

CDF Marketing and Business Development Manager. 

Telephone: 03 366 9869; Email: lsparrow@cdoc.nz

A Rich History Builds a
Solid Foundation for Catholic Education

Established in 1967 as The Catholic Education Fund to raise capital to build Catholic schools, 55 years later, 
the role of the CDF in education is as relevant today as it ever was. 

St Joseph’s School Rangiora, one of the 35 schools in the 
Catholic Diocese of Christchurch.

Classroom development at 
Sacred Heart School, Christchurch
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The CDF is overseen by trustees and staff, guided by an investment 
policy based on Catholic teaching and by expert investment advice 
acquired from the financial sector.

The Bishop of Christchurch appoints 

CDF Trustees and ensures their skills 

include a mix of investment, financial 

and marketing expertise to assist in 

achieving high governance standards 

and ensuring effective stewardship. 

The CDF’s newest board member, 

Kintilla du Boucher-Ryan, is an 

experienced digital marketer who 

works at Skellerup Industries Ltd. 

“I am delighted to have been a part of 

the CDF Board of Trustees since 2020. 

The CDF team and board are very 

experienced and welcoming, and I feel 

fortunate to be able to give my time 

and skills alongside them. 

The CDF team keeps us updated on 

their work engaging with people in the 

community and on how the CDF works 

day-to-day. It has been fascinating to 

see how the CDF has tailored solutions 

for everybody - from businesses in 

the community who set up savings 

accounts, to private individuals who set 

up funeral accounts, and through to the 

many parents and grandparents who 

set up education accounts, so school 

fees are covered when needed.

Most recently, the CDF team has been 

meeting with school Boards of Trustees 

to talk about investing working capital 

in the Fund and the opportunity for 

families to save for their loved ones’ 

school fees, uniforms, and expenses. 

The CDF Education Savings Account is 

a great way for families to contribute or 

give a financial gift for a birthday. The 

Education account is particularly close 

to my heart as my daughter has just 

started at St Patrick’s school in Bryndwr 

and it’s been lovely to see her enjoy 

school life and get to know her new 

friends and their families as part of a 

close school community. 

I’m proud to be part of a team that 

invests in an ethical way, which helps 

contribute to the annual disbursement 

from the Bishop. This allows significant 

projects in schools around the Diocese 

to go ahead, so there’s a direct benefit 

back into the community. The CDF 

Board is lucky to work with such a 

purpose, and I feel privileged to be a 

part of this work.”

meet the team

Kintilla du Boucher-Ryan

“ I’m proud to 
be part of a team 
that invests in an 
ethical way, which 
helps contribute 
to the annual 
disbursement 
from the Bishop.”
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DR RAMEZ AILABOUNI 

NP AMELIA HOWARD HILL 

 SPECIALIST  TEAM-BASED  RESPECTFUL  INNOVATIVE  DEDICATED  EMPATHETIC 

Ethical and faith based 
Collaborative team approach 
Innovative patient care 
Paediatric orthopaedics 
Affordable nurse practitioner 

Hip preservation surgery 
General orthopaedics 
Sports and post injury care 
Precision hip and knee replacement  
Patient centred empathetic care 

A: Specialists @ 9,  Level 2,  9 Caledonian Road,  St Albans,  Christchurch 

T: 03 968 3402  E: admin@strideorthopaedics.co.nz   

W: www.strideorthopaedics.co.nz   

The Easter fire outside the Basilica of the Sacred Heart, Timaru

The Washing of Feet in Christchurch East Parish on Holy Thursday

Deadline for next issue: Wednesday 27 July 2022
Contributions may be sent at any time to:

The Editor, PO Box 4544, Christchurch 8140  I  Email: inform@cdoc.nz  I  Phone: 03 366 9869
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A publication of the 
Catholic Bishop of Christchurch

VoCationS Sunday
The Fourth Sunday of Eastertide is Vocations Sunday. 
We continue to pray for our four seminarians, particularly 
for Rev Monty Bamford who is scheduled to be ordained 
in the near future. May they receive every grace and 
blessing on their journey towards priesthood for the 
Christchurch Diocese.

Linh Cao, Deacon Monty Bamford, Tung Tran, Huong van Dinh


