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From Bishop Michael

Tena koutou katoa. Greetings to you, my brothers and sisters in Christ.

Having now become shepherd of the Christchurch Diocese, I write to you with a deep sense of thanksgiving and 
gratitude to God for all His many blessings. I thank all those who offered me written and spoken messages of 
welcome and support. I am humbled to be asked to join with you on this pilgrimage of faith.

I thank those who joined with me at 

my Mass of Installation, both online 

and in person. The liturgy was a 

beautiful reflection of the Church, 

both local and universal. We recalled 

our united whakapapa in its apostolic 

line through Bishop Pompallier to 

the Apostles. We celebrated the 

uniqueness of the local Church, 

weaving together so many strands 

of language, ancestry, and whanau, 

as we celebrated the Eucharist, the 

source and summit of our faith.

As I embark on my call to be the 11th 

Bishop of Christchurch, I look forward 

to visiting every parish, beginning with 

our regional parishes. As I write to you, 

I have already visited the parishes 

and schools of the West Coast and 

South Canterbury. I am inspired by the 

many signs of faith, both physical and 

communal, which point to the spirit 

and dedication of these communities. 

Through my visits, it is my hope to gain 

a sense of the entire diocese. I have 

already discerned your interest in the 

cathedral and parish development 

projects. Please be assured that I 

am giving these projects my due 

attention. I am listening and consulting 

as I develop a fuller understanding 

of our diocesan priorities and overall 

strategy. We will work together to 

understand what and where the Holy 

Spirit is calling us.

My initial impressions of the diocese 

fill me with hope and gratitude. I am 

encountering a strong and proud 

history of faith, lively parishes, a 

deep community spirit which shows 

your concern for each other, a 

strong priestly fraternity, a buoyant 

support for vocations, and a positive 

engagement with the wider Catholic 

community and beyond.

The weekend after my Installation, 

I was blessed to ordain Fr Monty 

Bamford to the ministerial priesthood. 

I am grateful for the attendance of 

so many of you and to those who 

supported Fr Monty throughout his 

formation. As a formator at Holy Cross 

seminary, I had a birds-eye view of Fr 

Monty’s formation. I deeply respect 

the manner in which the Christchurch 

Diocese supports its seminarians. 

Let us continue to pray, encourage, 

nurture, and identify local vocations to 

the priesthood and religious life.

Two staff members and six students from John Paul II High School, Greymouth, 
received the Sacrament of Confirmation at St Patrick’s Church on 18th May 
(birthday of St John Paul II)

Christchurch North Parish Confirmation Mass, Sunday 12 June, 
with Archbishop Paul Martin
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I thank those of you who are involved 

in the ongoing Synodal journey. The 

bishops will consider feedback from 

the dioceses and respond to the Holy 

Father and his Vatican officials. I look 

forward to reflecting further on our 

diocesan feedback along with what 

I am hearing as I visit schools and 

parishes.

On a more sombre note, we are 

anticipating the final report from the 

Royal Commission into Abuse in Care 

at Marylands School. As many will 

know, this residential school for boys 

was located in Halswell and operated 

from the 1950s to 1984. The details of 

this report will be difficult for us to hear 

and digest. I also recognise the recent 

publicity around historical abuse 

relating to the Church. As bishop 

and on behalf of the Church, I can 

categorically state that we feel deep 

shame that vulnerable people under 

our care, experienced such despicable 

treatment.

In the 1990s, when the scale of abuse 

started to become more widely 

realised, the Church established 

the National Office for Professional 

Standards (NOPS). Its purpose is 

to respond to complaints of harm 

done and oversee the Church’s 

Safeguarding policies and practices. 

Its processes are set out in Te 

Houhanga Rongo - A Path to Healing. 

We have put many processes in 

place to ensure that situations like 

those reported, will not occur again. 

The purpose of safeguarding is to 

promote an environment within all 

our faith communities, which respects 

and acknowledges the dignity of 

everyone, and where people feel 

valued and safe. Safeguarding Officers 

are present in each of our parishes to 

assist with compliance, to champion 

safeguarding, and to support the 

parish in the development of best 

practice in safeguarding.

We cannot undo the hurt of the past. 

However, we are determined to learn 

from the damage caused to people, 

and do everything possible to prevent 

it in future. We think of those who 

have been wounded by this abuse. 

Their lives are often profoundly altered 

by the effects of this. Please pray for 

them, pray that they may find some 

resolution, and that we in the Church 

may now in some way, be a source 

of help and healing. Please also be 

assured of my commitment to creating 

a safe and fulfilling faith community 

within the Diocese of Christchurch. 

I thank you for your commitment to 

ensuring we are a safe and welcoming 

community.

In my Installation homily, I reflected 

on Jesus calling his first disciples to 

go out into the deep - duc in ultum. 

Tired from a night of fruitless fishing, 

he invited them to get back into 

their boat and put out again into the 

deep, where he would direct them 

towards an abundant catch. There 

are seasons in all our lives when we 

feel like the disciples, when we have 

given generously, while struggling 

to see any tangible results. Indeed, 

this diocese has endured so much 

over the last decade. Most recently 

you have endured the pandemic, 

which may have left you feeling like 

those first disciples, tired and worn 

out. Remember, you have put out 

into the deep before, with the Lord 

guiding you. You have risen to many 

challenges with resilience, grace, and 

a strength of community. I am now 

honoured to put out into the deep with 

you.

This Gospel also reminds us that it is 

not our work. We are all in the boat 

because of His invitation. He won our 

heart first and now He again asks us 

to trust Him when the future looks 

uncertain. Of course, the deep is not 

only the mission field in which we 

serve. Perhaps more importantly, it 

also reflects our relationship with 

Jesus. Do we not spend our entire 

lives reflecting upon the deep mystery 

of Christ’s relationship with us? I invite 

each of you to join me in trusting Jesus 

anew, putting out again into the deep 

and a future full of hope.

Mary Mother of the Church, pray for us.

Yours in Christ,

+ Michael Gielen 

Bishop of Christchurch

Two staff members and six students from John Paul II High School, Greymouth, 
received the Sacrament of Confirmation at St Patrick’s Church on 18th May 
(birthday of St John Paul II)

16 children from St Patrick's parish, Greymouth, received First Holy Communion on 
19th June, on the Feast of the Solemnity of the Most Holy Body and Blood of Christ.
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Visit the diocesan website

www.chchcatholic.nz
Here you will find information about 
parishes, Mass times, diocesan news 
and events. Parishes, schools and church 
groups are welcome to advertise events. 
Please email mstopforth@cdoc.nz

The jokes we shared helped brighten 
up many a day and sustained our 
spirits. He was knowledgeable and 
intelligent, yet employed common 
sense in his daily work. He was wise, 
knowing when to be steadfast and 
when to let go.

He was fair in his decisions and 
managed difficult situations in our 
work as counsellors. He was flexible 
in his managerial approach with an 
outcome focused methodology. 
His favourite statement was along 
the lines of “if we did whatever was 
needed, we could all take a holiday 
and go fishing”. This sentiment was 

issue 133 - winter 2022

Nga mihi nui
from the editorial desk
Inform Issue 133 is our mid-year or 
Winter edition and comes to you as 
Spring is about to arrive. It covers 
Catholic life in the Christchurch 
Diocese from May to August.

This issue of Inform is certainly a 
special one and marks some key 
events in the Diocese over the last 
three months. We mark the installation 
of Bishop Michael Gielen DD as the 
11th Bishop of Christchurch. We give 
thanks for the ordination of Fr Monty 
Bamford to the priesthood in the 
Christchurch Diocese. We celebrate 
Jubilate in its 2022 format with 
parishes and their schools joining in 
song. We consider the importance of 
perpetual adoration in the diocese, 
knowing that our Lord is present at 
every hour of the day and night.

After you have read this Issue, please 
pass it on to others you know who may 
connect with its articles and stories. You 
can also refer people to our website 
so that they can read Inform online.

In Christ,

Ken Joblin, Editor
Caitlin Godfrey, Assistant Editor

Jon Brian, Rest in Peace
In May, Jon Brian, who has for many years been our Manager of Catholic 
Social Services, lost his battle with lung cancer. He exhibited the qualities, 
skills, and grace to which human beings should aspire, but often fall short. 
As an old Korean saying goes, “Laughter is the Key to Heaven”. 

“he exhibited 
the qualities, skills 
and grace to which 
human beings 
should aspire, 
but often fall short.”

reflected in a plaque on his door, “Born 
to fish, forced to work.”

He was generous and kind and loved 
the mountains, the snow, and the sea. 
The Marlborough Sounds were his 
“go-to” destination, where he did what 
he was “born to.”

As a father, he doted on his daughter. 
As a husband, he loved his wife. 
As a human being, he was honest, 
genuinely cared about you, and would 
be the first to volunteer to help you in 
any way he could. May he rest in peace.

Robyn Glubb 
Catholic Social Services

Financial Advisers to the Catholic Diocese
of Christchurch since 2005

Please contact us for a
personalised investment strategy

jbwere.co.nz 0800 555 553
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interested in
 adoring?

Contact Matt O’Connell 

Evangelisation Coordinator

027 536 9407
chchadoration@gmail.com

Praying in the middle 
of the night - why?

Perpetual Adoration means exactly that. Such a chapel is open 24 hours 
a day, seven days a week. Because the Blessed Sacrament can never be 
left unattended, someone must be in the chapel every hour of the week. 
One of the challenges of keeping such a chapel open is finding enough 
people to come in during the middle of the night, every night of the week.

By the grace of God, people have 
visited our Perpetual Adoration Chapel 
in Bishopdale for nine years, though 
it has not been easy. It seems crazy. 
Why would anyone want to wake 
up in the middle of the night in the 
middle of winter and drive to a chapel 
to pray? I am one of these crazy 
people, waking up at 1.40am every 
Wednesday to arrive at the chapel for 
the 2.00am hour, then getting back 
into bed at 3.15am and trying to go 
back to sleep until the children wake 
me at 6.00am. Why do I do it? Why 
does anyone do it?

In my case, it goes back to the year 
I spent in a Franciscan Monastery 
in Chicago. When I arrived there on 
1 September 2001, little did I know 
what I was in for. I was attracted to this 
Monastery, named Marytown as, over 
many years, it maintained Perpetual 
Adoration. I had been introduced to 
Adoration some years earlier at the 
Hearts Aflame Catholic Summer 
School.

As volunteers, we undertook a range 
of tasks in the Monastery. One of 
these was covering for the Friars in 
the Adoration Chapel when they went 

away. I soon discovered that the Friars 
took responsibility for covering the 
hours in the chapel between 11.00pm 
and 7.00am. I then discovered that the 
same Friar would do a holy hour every 
night of the week. I remember talking 
to one brother, who got up every night 
at 2.00am for 23 years! I found this 
hugely inspiring, especially as he was 
never grumpy, unlike myself after one 
night a week!

I started to cover various hours 
during the night and grew to love 
those quiet, peaceful times. The 
chapel at Marytown is a replica of 
St Paul’s outside the walls in Rome. 
It is stunningly beautiful, especially 
at nighttime with the lights low and 
the hundreds of red votive candles 
flickering away.

When I left Marytown in late 2002, 
I carried within my heart a desire to 
one day see a Perpetual Adoration 
Chapel opened in Christchurch. Eleven 
years later, the desire became a reality 
when Bishop Barry Jones opened the 
Diocesan Perpetual Adoration Chapel 
at St Gregory’s in Bishopdale.

I want to encourage you to consider 
the possibility of adoring during the 
night. There are different ways of 
helping out. The first way is to become 
a substitute that we can call on if one 

of our overnight adorers goes away 
or is sick. The second way is to form 
a group of four who then commit to 
covering one hour per week. Each 
member takes a turn so they are 
adoring overnight once a month. 
Finally, you can simply try it out. Go 
with a rostered adorer one night and 
give it a go.

Adoring during the night does take 
sacrifice, leaving a warm bed in the 
middle of the night, but I recall the 
words of St John Paul II who said 
that the “Lord is never outdone in 
generosity” and Cardinal Robert Sarah 
who writes that “The men and women 
who pray in silence, in the night, and 
in solitude are the supporting pillars of 
Christ’s Church.”

To know more, please contact me.

Matt O’Connell
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a bishop to this diocese. Archbishop 
Novatus Rugambwa read out 
Pope Francis’ letter of appointment 
and added his own words of 
encouragement.

All the hymns chosen for the Mass 
were selected by Bishop Michael and 
were led by a robust choir drawn from 
throughout the diocese, convened by 
organist Michael Collins and directed 
by Josephine Oorschot.

What follows is the homily given 
by Bishop Michael at his Mass of 
Installation.

“In the year 2000, as a newly 
ordained priest, I read Pope John 
Paul II’s apostolic letter on his 
vision for the new millennium. I 
remember approaching the letter with 
anticipation, what course would he set 
for the next thousand years? He chose 
the Gospel we have heard today, duc 
in ultum, “put out into the deep.”

Here he was, our elderly pope, 
weakened by Parkinson’s and no 
doubt burdened with the troubles of 
the universal church, encouraging 
us to go deeper still, to trust in Jesus 
in an even more profound way, to 
not just drift our way into the new 
millennium but to dive into the 
unknown, sustained by the hope 
“which does not disappoint” (Rom 5:5), 
in the knowledge that where Jesus 
calls he provides in abundance. This 
vision has sustained me.

God’s invitations do not always come 

Bishop Michael Gielen was joined by 
his priests and members of the New 
Zealand Catholic Bishops’ Conference. 
Christchurch dignitaries and leaders of 
other Christian traditions gathered in 
support of him.

Due to the effects of Covid, national 
flights were in turmoil, which required 
the Bishop’s family to travel by road to 
Christchurch to get there in time for 
the Mass of Installation. An impressive 
group of Catholics came from the 
Auckland Diocese in support of the 
Bishop, as the Church recognised his 
call to the Christchurch Diocese.

The Mass was preceded by a mihi, 
a call welcoming the Bishop to his 
new region, and was answered by 
those supporting the Church’s gift of 

Saturday the 9th of July was one of many wet July days in Christchurch. 
A large congregation drawn from the Christchurch diocese and beyond 
filled St Mary’s Pro-Cathedral to pray for our newly appointed bishop.

The Installation of 

Bishop Michael Gielen DD 
as 11th Bishop of Christchurch

+64 3 339 9940
cavell.co.nz

Move with
confi dence
However you’re stuck, we are a Christchurch
law fi rm that is here to help, not make it harder.
That’s why our legal advice is simple to understand 
with a clear point of view, so you can make decisions 
you’re sure about and get moving again.

06



07

on our terms. Think of the fisherman 
in our Gospel, they had pulled up 
after a hard night’s fishing, they are 
washing their nets getting ready for 
a well-deserved rest and Jesus turns 
up; takes over their boat and tells 
them to go fishing again, in the middle 
of the day. The result is a rich and 
unexpected catch. The nets are full.

When Simon Peter, and his 
companions make it to shore again 
they are different. They are not tired 
anymore. They are no longer thinking 
of home. They are now willing to leave 
everything. What has changed? Jesus 
has won their hearts, they will no 
longer be fishermen, they will become 
disciples, dedicated to the service of 
Jesus’ mission.

I love this story because this is our 
whakapapa. The Catholic Church in 
Christchurch is alive today because 
in centuries past, when Jesus invited 
faithful men and women to follow him, 
to leave behind all they knew: their 
families, language, and even country, 
they too said “yes.” We have our 
faith because bold men and women 
answered Jesus’ invitation to bring the 
gospel to “God’s farthest outpost.”

We don’t say “yes” alone. When 
Simon’s nets begin to fill with fish, he 
signals to his companions James and 
John, to help him bring that catch in. 
When they arrive on the shore, they 
leave their boats behind and follow 
Jesus together. Those disciples were 
stronger together, they became a 
united body of believers who formed 
the foundation of his Church. Jesus did 
not call a disciple, or even a few of the 
more gifted, he called an entire team. 
Together they established his Church.

The Installation of 

Bishop Michael Gielen DD 
as 11th Bishop of Christchurch

I am here today as a son of His Church, 
she has become my true love: she 
has educated, formed, disciplined, 
nurtured, and strengthened me to 
become the man I am today. I know 
this is true for many of you. Today 
is not all about Michael Gielen, or 
bishops, priests, and sisters, or even 
about family and close friends. No, 
today is all about two people, a man 
and a woman, Jesus and His Bride, 
the Church. Summed up in a question 
I read recently, “What would I ever 
know of Him without her?”

From the very beginning, our Church 
has called shepherds, bishops to 

“i am here today as a son of his church, she has become 
my true love: she has educated, formed, disciplined, nurtured, 
and strengthened me to become the man i am today.”
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In my role as shepherd, I am grateful 
that I am not alone. I share this 
responsibility with all the baptised 
of our diocese. We all make up the 
body of Christ. In a particular way 
I acknowledge the priests of the 
Diocese of Christchurch; I have long 
admired you from afar, but today for 
the first time I can say, “my brother 
priests.” I look forward to serving the 
flock alongside you, may we be known 
by our smell of the sheep.

In our second reading, we hear 
from one of our early and greatest 
shepherds, St Paul. He writes from 
prison to his beloved Church in 
Ephesus. What is on his heart in these, 
his last days? Preserve the unity of 
the community. Prioritising unity is as 
important today as in the early church. 
In our world of increased isolation and 
greater polarization, we too must be 
careful not to be caught up in internal 
battles, losing sight of our ultimate call 
to love God and to love our neighbour. 
I urge you, as Catholics of our diocese, 
to do all you can to preserve unity.

As Jesus reminded us, “if a household 
is divided against itself it cannot last” 
(Mk 3:25).

Shortly before leaving Auckland, I 
had the opportunity of watching the 
Crusaders play the Blues in the Super 
Rugby Grand Final. I joined 45,000 
people in the Eden Park cauldron 
and Canterbury showed right from 
the beginning that they were totally 
committed to their cause. Their team 
spirit was unmistakable. They were 
united despite a stadium packed full 
of Aucklanders willing on their demise!

You, the people of Christchurch, have 
endured so much in recent years. As 
an outsider coming in, I have to tell 
you, there is something special about 
your community. What you have 
borne and who you have become. I 

lead and guide the local church. This 
office is called to be a sign of unity. 
A shepherd who watches over the 
flock. In the first reading, we hear 
what it means to be a good shepherd. 
The good shepherd looks after the 
sheep, searching out the lost and 
strengthening the weak.

God has provided many good 
Shepherds for the diocese of 
Christchurch. Today I recognise the 
ten shepherds who have gone before 
me, from Bishop Grimes to Archbishop 
Paul Martin, who have all, in their own 
unique way, generously served in the 
image of Jesus. I am honored to follow 
in their footsteps.

caritas.org.nz
0800 22 10 22

Donate Online
or by Phone

Join us in our community 
development and resilience 

work by donating to the 
Caritas Peace Appeal today.
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As your shepherd, I say “yes” to the 
invitation of Jesus to put out into 
the deep, I am totally committed to 
trusting Him anew, and all he is asking 
of us. Let us all drop our nets again, 
put out into deeper waters, willing to 
trust, to love more, to serve more, and 
to go where He calls us.”

At the conclusion of Mass, all were 
invited to the hall of Catholic Cathedral 
College for refreshments. We wish 
Bishop Michael every grace and 
blessing as he responds to Christ’s 
call to serve as eleventh bishop of the 
Christchurch Diocese.

(Photography: Peter Fleming)

am honoured today to become part of 
your flock of the mainland.

As I respond to Jesus’ call, I 
acknowledge the wounds caused 
by the sin and crime of abuse in our 
church. I am resolved to ensure our 
church is a safe place. I ask God’s 
help to give me the strength and 
humility to be a channel of peace and 
healing.

We are here today because many 
people in our lives have said “yes”, and 
specifically for many of us, “yes” to the 
invitation of Jesus. For us Catholics, 
the most important “yes” was that of 
Mary, Jesus’ Mother. Without her “yes”, 
maybe we wouldn’t be here today. I 
know Mary has played an important 
part in the story of the diocese. I 
was recently shown a photo, taken 
immediately after the earthquake, of 
the badly damaged Cathedral of the 
Blessed Sacrament. Mary’s statue 
was no longer facing inward, but had 
turned, undamaged, to now face 
outward, towards the city; as if to say, I 
am with you as you rebuild your lives. 
Mary is a great strength in my life, she 
has taught me to say “yes” to Jesus. 
I know she has helped many of you 
say “yes” to Jesus too, to go where he 
calls no matter what life throws at you, 
to remain faithful. I call on her today, 
asking again for her intercession for 
our diocese.

Building Christchurch Landmarks
naylorlove.co.nz

Spark SquareTe Raekura Redcliffs SchoolSt Bede’s College Chapel

Paragon Apartments Ballantynes Redevelopment
Christ Church Cathedral 

Reinstatement

“you, the people of christchurch, have endured so much in
recent years. as an outsider coming in, i have to tell you,

there is something special about your community.”
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All ordinations to the priesthood are a great gift to the Church, and in more recent years we in the Christchurch 
Diocese have been blessed with and enriched by a number of them. Saturday the 16th of July was a great 
moment of grace for a diocese which has had much to deal with since the Canterbury Earthquakes.

A packed St Mary’s Pro-Cathedral 
lifted its collective voice in gratitude 
to Our Lord for the blessing of the 
priesthood. In a majestic liturgy, 
Bishop Michael ordained Deacon 
Monty Bamford as a priest for the 
Christchurch Diocese.

The priests of the diocese were 
joined by their brother priests and 
seminarians from throughout New 
Zealand, along with family and 
many friends and parishioners from 
throughout the diocese and beyond.

What follows are excerpts from the 
homily given by Bishop Michael, prior 
to ordaining Rev Monty Bamford to the 
priesthood.

“Deacon Monty, you were born into a 
family of shepherds, growing up on 
a sheep station in North Canterbury. 
Your entire life has been surrounded 
by images of the shepherd and the 
sheep. I remember coming to visit 
you on the farm at Hawarden. You 
proudly showed us around. As the 
son of a farmer from the Waikato, 
things looked a little different, shall 
we say, more challenging, (that was 
at the bottom of the farm). Then you 
took us to the top of the farm. It was 
cold and wind-blown. You were proud 
to show these soft North Islanders 
what true farming was about. With 
this formation, it is no surprise so 

many priests have come from North 
Canterbury.”

“Pope John Paul II, reflecting on 
the Good Shepherd, notes, “In his 
preaching, Jesus ... introduces a 
completely new element to the 
concept of the Good Shepherd”: the 
shepherd is the one who lays down 
his life for his sheep (cf. Jn 10:11-18). 
Jesus, The Good Shepherd, ends up 
on the cross, sent by the Father, to 
lay down his life, not just for Israel 
but “all humanity”. And today, Monty, 
you become a shepherd, no longer of 
sheep, but of God’s people - called to 
lay down your life for the flock.”

“As a priest, the Eucharist will be the 
‘source and summit’ of your priestly 
life. Yesterday I joined Fr Mike Doyle 
in celebrating his 65th anniversary. 
He spoke so lovingly of celebrating 
the Eucharist daily throughout his life. 
Through the Eucharist, you will help 
the people entrusted to your care to 
a greater holiness and a love of the 
Eucharist.

Jesus is not an easy friend; his 
disciples, martyrs, and saints 
throughout the ages have given 
testament to this. He will demand 
everything of you, he will not give 
you a map or the guarantee of a 
comfortable life.”

Ordination of Rev Monty Bamford
to the Ministerial Priesthood in the Christchurch Diocese

(From top) Fr Thanh Tran (Diocesan MC) briefing the clergy before the ordination; Bishop Michael 
leading the clergy and servers in prayer before the ordination; Bishop Michael incensing the altar 
accompanied by Deacon Adam Kirkeby (left) and Fr Thanh Tran (right); Deacon Monty is called forward.

“and today, Monty, you become a shepherd,
no longer of sheep, but of God’s people

- called to lay down your life for the flock”

(Photography: 
Sarah Blair Photography & Peter Fleming)
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“As you will remember well from 
Pastores Dabo Vobis, we must be 
configured to Jesus. Allowing him to 
shine through you.

Monty, you can’t do this alone, just as 
I, as the new Bishop of Christchurch, 
can’t do this alone, and we don’t! The 
Eucharist reminds us we all have a 
part to play. “Pray, Brethren, that my 
sacrifice and yours may be acceptable 
to God, The Almighty Father”. The task 
before us might seem overwhelming 
but always remember this is His 
mission, we are only His messengers.

Last week I concluded my installation 
homily with the words of Pope Francis 
- Good shepherds are known for their 
smell of the sheep. Monty, you know 
better than most what sheep, lots of 
sheep, smell like. I must confess, I 
have already smelt the sheep on you, 
many people from the diocese have 
shared with us their regard for you. 
You have started well; their joys and 
hopes, griefs and anxieties, sorrows 
are ours too.

Erin, can I take this opportunity to 
recognise you, and your late husband 
Patrick. Monty would not be here 
without your example. Your love and 

sacrifice have helped to shape this 
man’s heart after the heart of Jesus, a 
good shepherd who is willing to give 
his life for others.

Deacon Monty, may Mary, mother of 
Jesus, the good and gentle shepherd, 
intercede, guide, and remain with you 
throughout your priesthood.”

The Mass of ordination was led in 
music by the Christchurch Diocesan 
Schola and Brass, in a selection of 
classical Latin and English hymns and 
appropriate motets. At the conclusion 
of the Mass, all were invited to join with 
Fr Monty and his family at City Church 
for speeches and refreshments. A little 
later, Fr Monty returned to the Pro-
Cathedral to offer first blessings and 
allow for photographs. The Mass of 
Thanksgiving for Fr Monty’s ordination 
was offered on Sunday 17 July. In his 
Order of Mass, Fr Monty concluded “To 
the many faithful of the Christchurch 
Diocese, especially in the Catholic 
Parish of the Good Shepherd, Hurunui; 
the Catholic Parish of Selwyn, and the 
Catholic Parish of Christchurch North 
who have prayed for me, listened to 
me, and encouraged me.” Ad maioram 
Dei gloriam Reverend Monty Bamford.

STRUCTURAL STEEL SUPPLY, FABRICATION & ERECTION SOUTH ISLAND WIDE

JJSTEEL.CO.NZPhone 03 366 8679
Email: admin@jjsteel.co.nz   frank@jjsteel.co.nz
18 Sir James Wattie Drive, PO Box 4241, Christchurch, NZ

(From top) Deacon Monty prostrates himself 
as those present call on the help of the 
saints; Deacon Alfred Tong reading the 
gospel; Bishop Michael prepares to pray the 
Prayer of Consecration over Deacon Monty.
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A few weeks before he was ordained, Fr Bamford told NZ Catholic that he recalled “clearly, almost 
down to the day” when he was called to priesthood. “It was Easter Sunday 2012. I was in my last year in university. 
I was wondering what the faith is all about...trying to hold on to my faith and everything. 

After Mass, I was talking to the parish 
priest at the time (Fr John O’Connor) 
and he just came up to me and 
said, “Monty, have you ever thought 
about becoming a priest?” he said. 
“I remember sitting in the car on the 
way home thinking to myself, “gosh, 
I wonder, is he serious? Did he mean 
that?” It was a little seed that was 

planted in his soul that came to fruition 
at his ordination.

In some ways, his was a surprising 
vocation, considering that he grew up 
going to Catholic Mass one Sunday 
and to an evangelical service the next. 
“Both Mum and Dad were Catholic, 
and they were both from big Catholic 
families,” Fr Bamford said. But “for 
a whole lot of reasons,” he said his 
mother, who moved to their North 
Canterbury farm when she married his 
(Fr Bamford’s) dad, started going to 
the New Life Church. “[The churches 
had] very different styles, different 
ecclesiologies, different worship styles 
as well. Looking back, I still have very 
fond memories of my time at New Life 
Church, the goodness of the people 
there, their zeal, and also their love for 
the Bible,” he said.

He said though, that, even as a very 
young child, he had a fascination for 
the Mass, its rituals and structure. 
He was often told of how, as a three-
year-old, he ran to the front and sat 
on the priest’s chair at Mass. “I can’t 
remember the exact details, but I can 
imagine what it’s like. Little three-year-

old Monty sitting out there with his 
legs swinging in the chair while the 
priest was preaching the homily. It was 
the country. People didn’t worry too 
much or mind too much. It was funny,” 
he said. “I’m sure it was the Lord 
saying something, in a way.”

As he became a young adult, Fr 
Bamford said that there were lots 
of “little moments” that he can 
now see led him to this calling. “I 
started to spend quite a bit of time in 
adoration of the [Blessed] Sacrament. 
I developed lots of good friendships 
with young adults in my diocese, 
Christchurch Diocese, who had a 
similar sense of desire for God, and 
getting to know and love Jesus more 
and more. I also began reading a lot 
more material, a lot more widely from 
the Catholic tradition,” he said.

The year before he went to the 
seminary, 2015, was very tumultuous, 
Fr Bamford said. “There were a lot 
of emotional, personal, and spiritual 
challenges,” he said. An encounter 
with two priests at Hearts Aflame 
National summer school for young 
adults seemed to have clarified his 

New priest Fr Monty Bamford
knows all about being a shepherd

Committed to Rebuilding and Strengthening Catholic Facilities in Christchurch

www.hannbuilt.co.nz - 03 344 5951
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New Shepherd Visits 
North Canterbury Flock

The joyous occasion was a Mass of 
thanksgiving, celebrated by Fr Monty 
at St Raphael’s Church in Hawarden, 
part of the Parish of the Good 
Shepherd, Hurunui. All three priests 
have a connection to this little country 
church.

This Mass was special for Fr Monty, 
whose mother is still a parishioner. 
He was baptised and received his 
first Holy Communion in St Raphael’s 
Church. His father was buried at the 
same church in 2015. He said “it was 
a great privilege to offer a Mass of 
thanksgiving in a church which has 
such personal significance and a 
special place in my heart”.

Fr Michael Pui is not only the current 
parish priest but he was also assigned 
to the parish back in 2000 as a supply 
priest for six months. Even though 
Fr Michael Guthrie is a priest in the 
UK, he hails from New Zealand. 
The historic baptismal register for 

The Hurunui parish was blessed to have three priests concelebrating 
at a Mass on Sunday 24 July. Fr Michael Pui is the parish priest 
and he was joined by the newly ordained Fr Monty Bamford and Fr 
Michael Guthrie, a recently ordained visiting priest from the Diocese of 
Westminster in the UK. 

the Hawarden church shows that a 
sibling of Fr Michael’s grandmother 
was baptised in 1889. Since then, 
there have been four generations 
worshipping in that church 
continuously, including Julia O’Sullivan. 
She is a cousin of Fr Guthrie.

Philippa Stainton, Hurunui Parishioner

Fr Michael Pui telling one of his 
notoriously funny jokes

vocation. “In that year, later on, my 
father was diagnosed with cancer. 
He subsequently passed away two 
months after he was diagnosed,” Fr 
Bamford said. “We were in the middle 
of one of our worst droughts as well. 
So my mother was sort of managing, 
looking after the farm and caring for 
him. I was coming up two days a week 
from town just to help as well,” he said.

On top of that, Fr Bamford was in a 
developing relationship with a young 
woman. “I had to make the call. Do I 
break this off and go to the seminary, 
or do I put off the seminary another 
year, and carry this relationship on 
and potentially making it even more 
difficult to break up? I wasn’t too sure 
where I was at with that one. It was 
a really messy, really difficult time 
in my life,” he said. Luckily, he had 
the support and good counsel of 
people like Fr O’Connor, who was by 
that time the vocations director. He 
remembered telling the late Bishop 
Barry Jones that he (Fr Bamford) was 
considering priesthood. “He had the 
biggest, happiest smile come across 
his face,” Fr Bamford said.

Fr Bamford said that Pope Benedict 
XVI was his biggest inspiration. Pope 
Benedict’s writings, particularly his 
Introduction to Christianity book 
and his encyclical Spe Salvi (On 
Hope), “had a profound impact on 
my life. Even watching interviews on 
him, reading materials on him, his 
demeanour, his theological style, 
really speaks to me.”

He said that the priests in Christchurch 
also helped strengthen his vocation. 
“One of the great blessings of our 
diocese is that we do have a strong, 

robust sense of the priesthood, of 
living it out. I’ve seen that time and 
time again with the priests I’ve been 
with, and been assigned to, and just 
who I met at social occasions as well,” 
he said.

He also expressed his gratitude to 
his family, particularly his Mum, for 
the prayers, support, and “gradual 
acceptance” of his vocation. “There’s 
a respect on their part for what I’m 
doing. Possibly, there are some 
reservations as well, mainly around 
the nature of the commitment we’re 
making, especially around celibacy,” 
he noted. “The best way to help 
them to understand more is to live 
my priesthood as authentically and 

as joyfully as possible. Because 

ultimately, if they see that it is the Lord 

that is calling me, it is the Lord that is 

working through me, it helps them to 

trust and to understand more.”

He said that he is most excited about 

bringing Christ to the people of God 

through the sacraments “so they 

can be nourished every weekend, 

preparing and preaching a homily for 

them, helping them to get caught up 

in the drama of the liturgy, getting that, 

hopefully, taste of heaven which is 

what we understand liturgy to be”.

Taken from a story 

supplied by NZ Catholic

Fr Monty is vested in the chasuble by (L-R) 
his sister, Hannah Brown, his mother, Erin 
Bamford, and Fr John Adams
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is under way
Inform readers will recall our coverage of Jubilate 2021, a 
huge event in the Christchurch Town Hall in August of last 
year. The Jubilate planning team asked itself, "How could 
the success of that event be bettered?"

With the menace of Covid threatening 
to upset future large events, the team 
hatched a cunning plan.

In 2022, we would not have one big 
event, but a Jubilate series. That way, 
if concert one had to be cancelled, 
participants could be enfolded into 
subsequent events. This proved to 
be a good move, with the very first 
concert needing to be rescheduled 
from May to August.

Last year, our Catholic Colleges joined 
our primary schools in Jubilate. This 
year, a new dimension of Jubilate is 
the inclusion of parish choirs, talented 
singers, and instrumentalists. This 
time, parishes and their schools would 
form the concert together.

The series is now under way. In late 
June, the Cathedral and Waimakariri 
parishes joined forces in a comfortably 
full St Mary's Pro-Cathedral. Their four 

parish schools along with Catholic 
Cathedral College (CCC) offered an 
hour of core singing, supplemented 
by feature parish and school choirs. 
Parish priests Frs John Adams and 
Simon Eccleton hosted the event.

"This was a special concert" said 
Jubilate Director Ken Joblin, "as we 
had one extended family, the Loretz's 
of Leithfield, offer us a beautiful 
piece of renaissance polyphony. The 
Beatitudes Community offered us a 
piece composed especially for their 
tradition of singing. A youth choir 
from Rangiora sang unaccompanied 
in three parts. We had very polished 
presentations from the Cathedral 
Samoan Choir and Our Lady of Fatima 
Filipino choir. Both groups sang in their 
mother tongue. Three of our schools 
offered pieces in Maori, Latin, and 
English, and we had a very promising 
young soloist show she will be a 

Surveying  |  Engineering  |  Planning 
Landscape architecture  |  Urban design  |  GIS eliotsinclair.co.nz

We are proud to have provided strategic land and 
site development consultancy services to the 
Catholic Diocese of Christchurch since 1999.

Shaping a better tomorrow

“it was a great 
evening. it has given 
my little choir a 
real lift. they were 
buzzing about the 
whole evening.”

Cathedral Samoan Choir, 
directed by Sili Amituanai

St Patrick’s Kaiapoi Choir, 
directed by Jacque Culling

Youth Choir from St Peter Chanel Parish, 
directed by Aaron Milnes

St Mary’s Special Choir, from St Mary’s 
Manchester St, directed by Ken Joblin 
and Caitlin Godfrey
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great asset to high school musicals. 
Six quality hymns were learnt by all 
participants, led by our 150 strong 
Jubilate choir. These were also in 
English, Maori, and Latin."

In early August, the second in the 
Jubilate 2022 series took place in 
a packed Pro-Cathedral for the 
Christchurch South and East parishes 
and their schools. It followed the same 
Jubilate blueprint with a 200 strong 
Jubilate choir leading the core singing. 
Frs Ben D'souza and Peter Costello 
hosted the event on behalf of their 
parishes. This time, seven primary 
schools took part along with CCC, 
whose student catchment is drawn 
from all of these parishes. Choirs from 
New Brighton Catholic School, St 
Anne's School in Woolston, and CCC, 
sang in Maori; the St Anne's Samoan 
Choir sang in their own tongue, and 
their Youth Choir offered a devotional 
piece. Gregorian Chant was also a 
feature, with Jubilate Director Ken 
Joblin singing the timeless "Ave Verum".

Comments from choir leaders in the 
first Jubilate capture the sentiment of 
both events. Jacque Culling from St 
Patrick's Kaiapoi commented "It was 
a great evening. It has given my little 
choir a real lift. They were buzzing 
about the whole evening." Aaron 

Milnes from Rangiora observed "What 
a wonderful evening, I suspect this will 
be a shot in the arm for the children's 
confidence too." Sili Amituanai directs 
the Cathedral Samoan Choir. "It was an 
amazing evening hearing all the other 
choirs who took part. We thank God 
for His gift of music to be able to give 
Him back the glory and honour."

Two more concerts in this year's series 
are to take place at St Mary's Pro-
Cathedral for the Christchurch North 
and West parishes and associated 
schools, before Jubilate ventures into 
the regions for concerts in Timaru and 
Greymouth. "By the time we conclude 
the series, we will have had at least 
the equivalent of a full Christchurch 
Town Hall participating in Jubilate,” 
said Mr Joblin. “A series of bespoke 
events allows Jubilate to be brought 
closer to grass roots Catholics." 
Speaking from the heart, Ken Joblin 
observed that "There is nothing better 
than bringing an inter-generational 
Catholic choir together, to draw on our 
beautiful tradition in sacred music and 
to do so in praise of God, who gave us 
the voice to sing."

Inform Editorial Team

Our Lady of Fatima Filipino choir

St Anne’s Woolston Choir, directed by 
Jo Smart and Clara Mapley

New Brighton Catholic School Choir, 
directed by Angel Moore

St Anne’s Samoan Choir
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Inner City CWL

CWL members 
Faith & Service puts 
a smile on the faces 
of our Tamariki!
In May, the Lincoln Catholic 
Women’s League (CWL) held 
their annual Mother’s Day raffle 
and sales table to raise funds for 
KidsCan in the Christchurch area. 
All proceeds went to this worthy 
organisation.

Our League has just 16 members, 
and with the help of our parish 
community, we were pleased 
with the $1,200.00 raised. With 
the cost of living rising and winter 
then approaching, there was 
more need than ever to help 
children in our city. Our support 
enabled KidsCan to help more 
children experiencing hardship by 
providing them with food, jackets, 
shoes, and health products. With 
these essentials, kids are able to 
go to school warm and fed and 
participate in their learning, giving 
them the opportunity for a better 
future. With the help of a band of 
volunteers, KidsCan completed 
distribution of food, jackets, and 
gumboots from the warehouse 
to their partner schools and early 
childhood centres.

Instead, each member was 
distributed with an 'At Home Meeting 
Pack' containing prayer, monthly 
reflections, and business to be 
considered, together with a challenge 
to get creative and complete and 
personalise two Teddy Bears. 

These would then be donated to St 
John for children using the ambulance 
service - hoping to bring some 
comfort during a time of distress. The 

teddies are packed into a cellophane 
bag and labelled 'Hand-made with 
love by members of the Catholic 
Women's League’. Demand for the 
bears has been high. A call-out in the 
Diocesan Notices has seen Catholic 
Women's League members and 
parishioners from all over Christchurch 
take up the challenge in order to meet 
the demand. Many thanks to everyone 
who is helping out.

Claire Robb from St John New 
Zealand, South Island Region, 
reported that "the teddies have been 
such a success" and passed on 
their "sincere thanks to everyone for 
bringing some joy to the children who 
require our service".

For more info about these 
cwl Branches:
Contact Lincoln CWL, 
Margaret Rea, cell: 021 173 1316 
or mbmerea@gmail.com

 A Teddy Bear 'in situ' in one of the 
Ambulances with Sam, a St John paramedic

Inner City Catholic Women's League members decided not to meet in 
person during the month of March, as they were concerned with the high 
numbers of Covid cases.
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In July 1933, Bishop Brodie attended the investiture of scouts in the Marist Brothers Scout Group, the first 
Catholic scout group formed in Christchurch. Within a year, three other Catholic scout groups were formed in 
the city: St Mary's Manchester Street, Beckenham, and Addington. 

Almost nine decades later, on 5 
April 2022, Archbishop Paul Martin 
SM attended the investiture of boys 
and girls in St George's Scout Group, 
the latest Catholic scout group in 
Christchurch. St George's was chosen 
as the name of the group as he is the 
patron saint of Scouting.

St George's Scout Group includes Keas 
(ages 6 and 7), Cubs (8-10) and Scouts 
(11-15). It currently numbers 23 boys and 
girls. The group meets on Tuesdays 
at 5pm at Christ The King Pastoral 
Centre, Burnside, and is sponsored by 
Christchurch North Parish.

So far this year, outdoor activities have 
included kayaking, a hike to the Red 
Lakes near Lake Coleridge, a weekend 
camp at Rimu Scout Park at Yaldhurst 
(including Mass in the campsite 
chapel), climbing at Clip 'n Climb, and 
a trolley derby at Push Go Carting. A 
guest speaker from St Vincent de Paul 
spoke with the group and donations 
were made to the Food Bank. 
Activities have a Catholic context 
where families can be involved and 
links with the Church are fostered.

Did you know Archbishop Paul Martin, 
Bishop Stephen Lowe and our new 

bishop, Michael Gielen, were all 
members of their parish scout group? 
St John Paul II said about scouts that 
"by striving to do good, they become 
men and women who can play a 
responsible role in the Church and 
in society." Pope Francis noted, "How 
many generations owe to the scout 
method their growth on the way of 
holiness, the practice of virtues, and, in 
particular, greatness of soul!"

Edmund le Grelle

Mass in the campsite chapel at Rimu Scout Park

For more information about 
st George’s scout Group

Please contact the 
Group Leader:

Edmund le Grelle

Cell: 021 2619369 or 
stgeorges.chch@group.scouts.nz
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Marian College is currently hosting the Alpha Youth Series, where students 
come together to discuss the Gospel. Head of Special Character, Maria 
Ilalio, is one of the hosts. She shares her experience.

"The Alpha Youth Series is a collection 
of engaging sessions where young 
people, either online or in person, 
engage with conversations about 
the big questions of life, faith, and 
meaning. Like every other version of 
Alpha, the youth series creates an 
open, honest, and safe environment 
for our young people to share their 
points of view.

Since the end of June, about 30 
students from the five Catholic 
secondary schools have been meeting 
every Sunday evening to take part in 
this course. It will last about eight or 
nine weeks.

The course includes time for 
connecting with one another. This is 
usually done over shared kai at the 
start of each session and by a little 

They were accompanied by Frs Tien and Huynh, and Christchurch 
Seminarian Tung Tran. Despite the cold temperatures and rainy 
conditions, swimmers were still to be seen and the forest was not 
forsaken. They enjoyed a time of fellowship: playing many games, 
walking around the lake for some, and building a shelter for others. 
Through this experience, the young people deepened their connections 
with each other and with God. This was also evident in their interactions 
with the priests and leaders, and in the time set aside for Reconciliation.

Grace Challies, CYT Event Coordinator

Destination > lake Daniels
The second week of the recent wet school holidays saw the 
Waimakariri Youth group defy the weather to tramp to Lake Daniels. 

2022
Delargey awards
Since 2004, the New Zealand 
Catholic Bishops' Conference 
(NZCBC) has offered the Delargey 
Awards in recognition of Catholic 
youth ministry in Aotearoa.

This year, two of the four national 
awards were made to Janette 
Bradbrook and Mike Fidow of the 
Christchurch East Parish. Their 
nomination spoke of their incredible 
dedication in parish youth ministry 
over a significant number of years. 
They did so in the Christchurch East 
Parish and prior to that, the parish 
of St Anne's, Woolston and indeed, 
the wider diocese. That contribution 
included the organising and leading 
of regular youth and young adult 
groups, camps, youth Masses, and 
other events. They ensured that young 
people remained at the heart of parish 
life. Mike and Janette's awards were 
presented by Vicar-General Fr Rick 
Loughnan at a parish Youth Mass on 
Saturday 13 August.

Bishop Stephen Lowe of Auckland is 
the current NZCBC Secretary. Bishop 
Lowe stated that the nomination 
letters for the winners spoke of their 
deep investment, leadership, faith, and 
remarkable contributions to the young 
people of the Church in Aotearoa New 
Zealand. The awards are named in 
honour of Cardinal Reginald Delargey 
(1914-1979) who was noted for his 
tireless work for young Catholics.

Mark Currie, Parish Youth Ministry 
Coordinator
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Bishop Michael, Frs John Adams 
and Monty Bamford, and Marian 
College Principal Mary-Lou Davidson 
during the Bishop's first visit to the 
new school site. Bishop Michael is 
“delighted to see this innovative 
approach to schooling for the future.”

Covid implications certainly require flexibility when planning 
for events. The decision had to be made to postpone the 
Antioch camp, scheduled for the July school holidays. 
Instead, CYT decided to run a Worship Night on Friday 8 July.

John Paul Schryvers, of Real Talk Australia, gave an amazing 
presentation on the measure of God's love. Though he 
currently works in Australia, he is from Nelson. CYT Music 
Ministry Coordinator Tommy Taualai and the CYT band 
played beautifully through the night. During exposition of 
the Blessed Sacrament, prayer teams offered individual 
prayer for all who wanted it. The night attracted a range of 
participants, including members of the Ashburton Parish. 

worship night

icebreaker. We then watch a video 
together, followed by discussions in 
our small groups, to share thoughts 
and ideas aroused from questions 
inspired by the video. A game then 
closes the session.

What I have found the most interesting 
so far about leading this course, is 
how vibrant and bright everyone is 
when discussing the Gospel. In fact I 
am quite surprised, even impressed, 
because even after so many centuries, 

the Gospel is still deemed relevant 
and so inspiring for the lives of our 
youth today. It is overwhelmingly 
beautiful.

It is a privilege for our school to host 
such an event, and being part of the 
running of it is truly a remarkable 
experience. We are grateful for the 
opportunity and the abundance of 
skills and knowledge that we are 
learning along the way, both before 
and during this Alpha Youth Series."

We are looking forward to future worship nights within our 
parishes.

Grace Challies, CYT Event Coordinator
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Issues of the day are so heavily 
politicised that you can hear two 
completely different versions of the 
same event. With social media and 
the internet, all this differing news and 
stories are right at our fingertips. We 
can access whatever side of the issue 
we want to hear.

The goal of all Catholics should be to 
arrive at the truth of the matter. COVID, 
the vaccines, climate change, the war 
in Ukraine: different people come at it 
from all angles, all of them sure that 
their point of view is correct. The fact 
that people holding contradicting 
viewpoints can be fully convinced in 
their own minds that they are right, is a 
big part of the problem. How does this 
even happen?

A big part of the answer to this 
question is the very nature of social 
media. A documentary called “The 
Social Dilemma” details how the 
algorithms used to help bring people 
closer together on social media, 
actually end up controlling us as well, 
and strongly influence our thinking.

We all love hearing other people who 
think like us and tell us our viewpoint 
is correct. Social media algorithms 
provide us with more and more 
opinions which back our point of view. 
We get stuck in a social media bubble. 
The majority of people do not realise 
this, so that when they finally hear a 
differing opinion, their natural instinct 
is to push these people away as 

outliers. People holding an alternative 
view feel the same way in reverse!

The answer to the problem is a lot 
more difficult to implement as it 
begins with ourselves. Take a step 
back from social media, realise the 
way that it works to herd people into 
bubbles and take action to address 
that in our own lives. Instead of 
interacting with just the people who 
agree with us through social media, go 
out into the real world and have civil 
discussions with those with whom we 
disagree. Seek alternative viewpoints 
and in light of all the information we 
can gather on a topic from both sides, 
make informed decisions. Talk to 
people who we would not normally 
talk to and put ourselves in situations 
where we are not as comfortable, in 
order to learn more and see things 
from another’s point of view. Instead 
of being worried about misinformation 
spreading, bring it all into the light, 
so that everyone can see it for what it 
actually is.

When the information is out there 
for all to see, it is much easier to 
recognise false narratives and 
disinformation. This is what the 
Catholic Church teaches, regarding 
information. In the Compendium of 
the Social Doctrine of the Church, 
She says: “Information is among the 
principal instruments of democratic 
participation. Participation without an 
understanding of the situation of the 

political community, the facts and 
the proposed solutions to problems 
are unthinkable. It is necessary to 
guarantee a real pluralism in this 
delicate area of social life, ensuring 
that there are many forms and 
instruments of information and 
communications.”

Instead of hiding behind the screen 
of our mobile device and arguing 
with faceless human beings on the 
internet, whom we do not know; have 
face-to-face discussions in the real 
world. “He who states his case first 
seems right, until the other comes and 
examines him” (Proverbs 18:17).

To actually have a world in which 
people are willing to discuss and learn 
from each other is much harder in 
practice and it can also teach us that 
we are not always right! As the Church 
says, it is the ideal which we should 
aim for as Christians. Discussions like 
this allow us all to grow and it gives 
us an opportunity to evangelise and 
share the faith which we hold.

The most important thing is following 
Christ’s “Great Commission” to share 
His good news with the world. If we 
can bring to light disinformation and 
misinformation in the process, so 
much the better!

Matt Mischewski 
Catholic Commission for Justice & Peace

We are becoming more aware of the online spreading of disinformation 
and misinformation. We hear the accusation that this or that is fake news. 

Misinformation & Disinformation 
in the Age of Social Media

DR RAMEZ AILABOUNI 

NP AMELIA HOWARD HILL 
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The synod process was called for by Pope Francis, began late last year, and 
continues to progress. The focus of the Synod process is on listening to one 
another and the Holy Spirit, as we reflect on how we are journeying together. 

Responses to this invitation to 
participate came through both group 
and individual participation. Although 
Covid hindered opportunities to 
gather, group gatherings were rich 
experiences for many. They came 
together in small groups to pray, listen, 
share their thoughts, and discern their 
responses.

Diverse and often creative responses 
also came from various survey 
initiatives. These included 577 
individual submissions and 43 group 
submissions. Those who took part 
in this process responded to the 
questions with great seriousness 
and depth of thought. The tone 
of responses reflected the joy of 
journeying together, the experience 
of pain on the journey, and hope for a 
synodal Church, both now and in the 
future. It is important to acknowledge 
that the synod process drew some 

participation, but there were many 
who did not engage in the synod 
process for a variety of reasons.

Diocesan Pre-synodal Meeting
The diocesan discernment phase 
closed at the end of April. A diocesan 
pre-Synodal meeting was convened 
on Saturday 21 May at Villa Maria 
College to further reflect on the 
diocesan response. Over fifty people 
attended from different parishes, 
cultural communities, schools, and 
ministries.

Diocesan synthesis completed
Following the diocesan pre-synodal 
gathering, the ten page final diocesan 
synthesis was completed. It provided 
a number of themes evolving from 
all the material received; celebration, 
participation, inclusion, mission, 

formation, and ecumenism/interfaith.

The ten page document can be 
viewed on our diocesan website.

national hui
The six dioceses of Aotearoa New 
Zealand submitted their synthesis to 
the New Zealand Catholic Bishops' 
Conference. A national hui was held 
in Wellington at the beginning of July 
and drew 80 representatives from 
the six dioceses. Representatives 
included came from parishes, schools, 
priests, and religious orders, as well as 
ecumenical and interfaith attendees. 
Hui attendees discerned key threads 
from the main points of the six 
diocesan syntheses to help create a 
national synthesis.

what’s next?
At the time of writing, the national 
synthesis is being completed and 
will then be available to view. Our 
national synthesis will then be part 
of the Continental (Oceania) Phase, 
then ultimately working toward the 
Assembly of the Synod of Bishops in 
Rome in October 2023.

Christchurch attendees at the National Synod Hui: Bishop Michael, Kaelyn Graham, 
Kevin Gallagher, Deborah Brosnahan, Pita Makalio, Mike Stopforth, Sr Kath Rushton RSM, 
Fr Peter Head SM and Joanne Hope. Not pictured: Kathy Simmons
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Marriage educators 
learn about marriage programmes
On Saturday 30 July, 35 people 
involved in marriage education came 
together to re-connect with others as 
well as welcome some new people 
to this ministry. The focus of the day 
was to hear something of the very 
good programmes currently being 
offered in the diocese to support 
marriages; in marriage preparation and 
marriage enrichment. Bishop Michael 
Gielen made a virtual appearance by 
sending a video message for those 
involved in this ministry. One of our 
realities is ministering to couples from 
a variety of cultures. We received 
input from Couples for Christ on 
what programmes they offer and 
the Filipino cultural perspective. For 
more information about marriage 
preparation visit www.chchcatholic.nz/
pastoral/marriage

st John the Baptist scholarship
This Scholarship is offered to assist 
people in undertaking theological 
studies through the Catholic 
Theological College, Auckland. 
This is the same institution where 
our seminarians study. This year, 
scholarships are awarded to David 
Bryce, Conor Entwistle, and Steve 
Entwistle. We wish them well in their 
studies!

ablaze - Parish Renewal conference 
set to happen in november
The inaugural Ablaze Parish Renewal 
Conference was held in Christchurch 
in 2017, bringing together priests and 
key parish leaders from many of our 
parishes. This conference provided 
a key focal point and impetus for 
evangelisation in the diocese. Bishop 
Michael Gielen has endorsed our 

next Ablaze Conference which is 
to be held on Friday and Saturday 
4-5 November 2022 at Aldersgate 
Centre, Durham Street, Christchurch. 
Ablaze will include a keynote speech 
from Bishop Michael, other keynote 
speakers, workshops, and times 
of prayer and liturgy. It will revolve 
around our three diocesan priorities; 
growing in holiness, strengthening 
our faith community, and proclaiming 
the Good News. Ablaze 2022 is open 
to all, with a key focus on those in 
parish leadership. Ablaze will include 
a youth ministry leadership stream. 
We are also pleased to include some 
elements of Divine Renovation as part 
of Ablaze. The purpose of Ablaze is to 
provide participants with the tools for 
mission, to be inspired, and for a good 
experience of liturgy and prayer. We 
invite you to save the date now and for 
more information, to visit the website 
www.chchcatholic.nz/ablaze

clergy changes
Bishop Michael has made two recent 
clergy appointments for parishes. 

Fr Job Thyikalamuriyil - Parish Priest 
of Christchurch East Parish. Fr Job 
was at St Mary’s Pro-Cathedral as an 
Assistant Priest and his appointment 
was effective from 2 July. 

Fr Monty Bamford - Assistant Priest, 
Cathedral Parish, effective from his 
ordination on 16 July. We wish them 
both well in their appointments.

Mike Stopforth 
Director - Bishop’s Pastoral Office

We are excited to let you know that our diocese is in partnership with FORMED. 
What is FORMED? FORMED is a Catholic Media Platform. It contains movies, 
children’s programmes, e-books, audio-books, parish programmes, and 
studies. You can think of it as a Catholic version of Netflix. With this new 
partnership, all parishioners in the Catholic Diocese of Christchurch have 
“FREE” access to FORMED.

to sign up >>
1. Go to https://signup.formed.org/

2. Type the name of your parish (e.g. Hurunui, Christchurch North, etc.) 
and your parish should come up.

3. Enter your name and your email address.

Also, get the FORMED app on your mobile device available through Google Play and Apple Store.

chchcathol ic .nz/ablaze

Call ing al l those passionate about par ish renewal . . .

SaVe  THE  Date

4-5 November

Christchurch,  NZ

Formed - the “Catholic Netflix” available to all

22



World Meeting of Families 
Celebrated at the Sanctuary of Fourvière

The Sanctuary of Fourvière is a place 
for families - where the beauty and joy 
of family life is upheld and celebrated. 
The Sanctuary was created by the 
Community of the Beatitudes: a 
community which is itself, a family. 
The Beatitudes is an “Ecclesial Family 
of Consecrated Life” which includes 
sisters, brothers, and lay people, all 
sharing a charism in which family life 
is central.

In a recent letter, the Holy Father, Pope 
Francis, suggested that Sanctuaries 
around the world put themselves 
at the service of their dioceses to 
celebrate the joy of family life. He 
suggested they do so in communion 
with the World Meeting of Families 
in Rome during the last weekend 
of June. The Beatitudes and the 
Sanctuary of Fourvière held a “World 
Meeting of Families Day” on 26 June at 
the Shrine of Mary, Mother of the Light, 
in Leithfield.

Families gathered from far and wide 
at the Sanctuary, for a very special 
day with a focus on Saints Louis and 
Zelie Martin, the parents of St Thérése 
of Lisieux. On her deathbed, Thérése 
expressed her desire to spend her 
heaven doing good on earth and that 
her intercession would resemble a 
shower of roses. Indeed, many who 
have received answers to their prayers 
to the saint, report encountering roses 
as a sign that Thérése had interceded 
for them.

The Beatitudes Community welcomed families from far and wide 
to celebrate in communion with Rome.

One family present at the Sanctuary 
event, had heard of the day while 
traveling from Auckland on their 
way to Queenstown. For many years, 
Andrew and Katie Milne have had a 
special devotion to the family of St 
Thérése, the Little Flower. So much 
so, that they named their children 
Rose, Louis, and Zelie, after the 
saintly family. Andrew expressed his 
joy to see that the Martin family was 
chosen as a focus for the day and 
that so many families had gathered 
at the Sanctuary for the event, which 
included something for everyone in 
the family, young and old alike.

The children gathered at Fourvière 
House for crafts, while the adults 
gathered and were greeted via zoom 
from Rome inside a crowded St 
Peter’s Square at the World Meeting of 
Families by Kiwi, Duane Stallard.

Beatitudes Lay Members Thomas and 
Ellie Peacock then gave their talk on 
the Life and Times of Louis and Zelie 
Martin. The first-class relics of Zelie and 
Louis Martin, as well as a first-class relic 
of St Thérése, were displayed at the 
talk alongside a replica of an icon of 
Saints Zelie and Louis Martin. After the 
talk, the adults and children processed 
with the icon and relics to the Shrine 

of Mary, Mother of the Light, for Mass 
under the big marquee. Despite the 
event being placed very close to the 
shortest winter day of the year, the 
glow of the sun and of the Mass itself 
were plenty enough to warm the 
hearts of the 150 strong group who 
had made the pilgrimage for the day.

The Sanctuary of Fourvière is open 
for families to visit, picnic, retreat, and 
participate in the liturgies and life of 
the Beatitudes Community. If you are 
yet to make your pilgrimage, why not 
set aside a day and bring the family 
to experience this living Sanctuary 
in the heart of our Diocese. Retreats 
at the Sanctuary for families, groups, 
or individuals can be arranged by 
emailing Sr Clare retreats@fourviere.nz.

Mass under the Marquee at the Shrine of Mary with the Martin Family
Left:  Original icon of Zelie and Louis Martin

Olympia Tamepo helps Zelie Milne with kids 
crafts. Above left: Anna Alexander helps with 
Rose Milne doing kid’s crafts
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After a COVID enforced break of over 

12 months, attendees were delighted 

to be able to reconnect again and 

enjoy the new surroundings of the 

impressive Rakaia Room of Te Pae 

which overlooks the Avon River.

After networking and lunch, former 

All-Blacks captain Kieran Read and 

his wife Bridget were interviewed by 

Christchurch personality Dave Dunlay.  

The couple reminisced on meeting 

as childhood sweethearts and took 

guests through the highs and lows 

of Kieran’s rugby career, starting and 

managing a family in the public eye, 

their faith journey, and adapting to a 

new chapter of their lives off the field. 

The event also provided an 

opportunity to meet our new Bishop. 

Bishop Michael expressed his joy in 

seeing so many Catholic professionals 

come together for such a unique event 

and did not stray away from a few 

jokes as a Waikato rugby supporter. 

It was a day to remember for many, 

as guests joined together to network, 
share ideas, and connect with one 

CBN welcomes a new venue
and a new Bishop
Bringing in over 200 Catholic professionals to the heart of the city, the 
Catholic Business Network hosted its first gathering for 2022 at Te Pae 
Convention Centre in June.

Contact Damian Powick for a conversation in confi dence about
leaving a gift on 03 366 9869 or email legacies@chch.catholic.org.nz

Is your Will up-to-date?
Are you considering a bequest to the diocese? 
You can strengthen the Church and its mission by 
supporting seminarians, the clergy, the faithful, youth 
ministries, Catholic education, and our new Cathedral.

another through their faith.

Well known broadcaster, journalist, 
and author Tim Wilson will be the 
guest speaker at the next CBN event. 
Tim converted to Catholicism while 
working in New York City where he 

Let Us Dream
For the last while I have been reading 
Pope Francis’ 2020 book, Let Us 
Dream: The Path to a Better Future. 
He writes, “Look at us now: we put 
on face masks to protect ourselves 
and others from a virus we can’t 
see. But what about all those other 
unseen viruses we need to protect 
ourselves from? How will we deal 
with the hidden pandemics of this 
world, the pandemics of hunger and 
violence and climate change? This 
is a moment to dream big, to rethink 
our priorities-what we value, what we 
want, what we seek-and to commit to 
act in our daily life on what we have 
dreamed of. God asks us to dare to 
create something new.” (pp 5-6) “The 
something new,” as I perceive it, is to 
come home to this planet earth.

Recently I heard that parts of our 
country’s coastlines are sinking. In 
fact, our sea levels are rising twice 
as fast compared with previous 
predictions. I am catapulted into a 
deeper consideration of the choices 
I/we make:

How do I foster a healthy relationship 
with this planet earth? How might I 
incorporate climate change into my 
ministry as a spiritual director? How 
might you incorporate climate change 
into your daily life?

Over the years, I have discovered 
that when I approach life with more 
intention in my day, I also become 
more grateful, gentle, and so much 
more present to life’s unfolding 
moments. With each new day comes 
the invitation to immerse oneself in 
a practice of gratitude to God, our 
creator and the creator of all things. 
I am learning that every experience 
opens an entry into fullness of life.

Sr Christina Cathro RNDM 
(Spiritual Director)

On behalf of the Christchurch Diocesan 
Spiritual Directors Group Whakakōingo 
o te Ngakau: The Yearning Heart
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tim Wilson
Guest Speaker

21 October 2022
12.00 - 2.00PM

limes room
Chch Town Hall

met his wife, Rachel. During his time 
in New York, he worked as a freelance 
journalist and later became the first 
US correspondent for TVNZ. 

Tim is now Executive Director of 
Maxim Institute - an independent think 
tank working on long-term research 
and analysis of policies and ideas that 
form our nation’s social, political, and 
cultural practices.

Tim will be sharing his journey from 
journalist to executive director, the 
importance of failure, as well as the 
impact of becoming a Catholic on his 
life. 

Due to current staff shortages at Te 
Pae, the next CBN will be held in the 
Limes Rooms, at the Town Hall. To 
keep up to date follow the Catholic 
Business Network LinkedIn and 
Facebook page.

Photography: Sarah Blair Photography
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The values-based approach to 
investing and lending allows CDF 
members to invest in the good 
works of the Catholic Diocese of 
Christchurch, supporting:

catholic social services
 � counselling, courses, food bank

catholic youth team
 � events, youth worker training, 

Mission Team

chaplaincy services
 � in hospitals, prisons and 

universities

Catholic Education Office
 � sacramental music programme

national seminary
 � education and formation of our 

priests

Request a copy by contacting the CDF at cdf@cdoc.nz or 0800 403 863 
or view online here www.cdf.org.nz/about-cdf/annual-reports/

“the catholic youth team 
is a vital part of the 
life of the Diocese and 
have supported our parish 
and youth many times 
over the last year with 
retreat days for school kids, 
music ministry as well as 
youth group events.

our young people always 
look forward to their events 
and interacting with 
young people from 
across the Diocese.”
Sarah Blair - Youth Minister 
St Peter Chanel Parish Waimakariri

Young People from the victorious St Peter Chanel 
Parish Waimakariri at the CYT Amazing Race

This month the CDF published their Summary Annual Report, sharing the good news that during the 2021-22 
financial year, the fund made a healthy distribution of $900,000 to Bishop Michael. 

The CDF’s role is to provide 
competitive loans for building 
and development projects and an 
annual distribution to the Bishop of 
Christchurch.

This distribution allows our Bishop to 
support organisations whose role is 
to care for youth, those in education, 
hospital, prison, and for the formation 
of priests - enriching our local 
community’s spiritual, physical and 
communal needs.

C H R I S T C H U R C H  C A T H O L I C  D I O C E S A N  D E V E L O P M E N T  F U N D

2 0 2 2  S U M M A R Y

A N N U A L  R E P O R T
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At its 2022 Annual General Meeting, board trustees accepted the resignation of Michael Schimanski as CDF 
Board Chair after a successful three-year term. They confidently elected fellow board member Graeme Wilson 
as the new Chair of the CDF.

Graeme is a chartered accountant 

with over thirty years of commercial 

experience in large corporate 

businesses and has been a CDF 

trustee since 2019. Graeme is an active 

member of the Christchurch North 

parish and generously gives his time 

and expertise to its finance team. He 

also assists Fr Simon Eccleton and 

the Clergy Trust Fund in their work. Fr 

Eccleton stated that he is confident 

in Graeme’s appointment as the 

new Board Chair. “Graeme brings 

a remarkable work ethic and great 

love of the Church. His leadership will 

certainly impact the work undertaken 

by CDF trustees and staff,” he added.

Following the footsteps of previous 

Board Chair Michael Schimanski, 

Graeme plans to continue a servant 

leadership approach. “Like Michael, 

new chair appointment 
for cDF

Meet the teaM
The CDF is overseen by trustees and staff, 
guided by an investment policy based on 
Catholic teaching and expert investment 
advice from the financial sector. Through 
careful stewardship and sustainable 
growth, they enable the increase in 
the provision and financial support to 
the Bishop of Christchurch to empower 
him to fulfill the vision and objectives 
for the Catholic Diocese of Christchurch.

The trustees pictured are 
Simon Roughan, Kintilla du Boucher-Ryan, 
CDF Chair Graeme Wilson and Terry Foote.

I prefer bottom-up leadership, 

supporting everyone in the 

organisation, rather than a top-down 

style. I have complete confidence in 

the professionals managing the Fund. 

Knowing they will use their initiative 

and take responsibility for their areas 

of work is rewarding in itself. This 

approach empowers our team to 

achieve more. 

“My goal for the CDF is to keep 

our work relevant to the Catholic 

community in the Christchurch 

Diocese. Even during tough times, 

such as those experienced during 

Covid-19, a small amount of surplus 

funds can benefit and strengthen our 

Catholic community. I believe the 

CDF offers a genuine opportunity for 

businesses, schools and individuals 

throughout the Diocese to contribute 

at a grassroots level. Despite these 

challenging times, we are delighted 

to have made a healthy distribution to 

Bishop Michael for the financial year 

ending 2022.”

“My goal for the cDF is to keep our work relevant to
the catholic community in the christchurch Diocese.”
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a publication of the 
catholic Bishop of christchurch

One of the themes heard often during the 2022 Synod discussions in parishes was the importance of hearing the 
voices of those who feel marginalised in the Catholic Church. The Diocesan Archives can actively address this 
issue by ensuring all voices are captured as part of the history and memory of our Diocese. 

We took the first step on this post-
Synod path by signing a Memorandum 
of Understanding between the Diocese 
and the Catholic Women’s League 
Diocesan Council on 28 June 2022.

The Catholic Women’s League is a 
Diocesan-wide organisation whose 
membership promotes Catholic 
values and carries out volunteer and 
charitable work. The Diocese has a 
responsibility to ensure the Catholic 
Women's League history is preserved.

In traveling a synodal path, walking 
together, and capturing the voices of 
women in the local Catholic Church, 
the Memorandum of Understanding 
between the Diocese and the CWL 

sets out the relationship with the 
Diocesan Archivist, who will formally 
become the guardian of the CWL 
archives of the Christchurch Diocese.

This Memorandum of Understanding, 
and subsequent guardianship by the 
Diocesan Archivist, will ensure the 
Christchurch Diocesan CWL Archives, 
as evidence of their involvement 
in, and contribution to, the local 
Catholic Church, is maintained and 
that stewardship is extended to 
subsequent Diocesan Archivists. 
Bishop Michael, who was warmly 
welcomed by the Christchurch 
Diocesan Council yesterday, signed 
the Memorandum with Sylvia Mellish, 
the CWL Diocesan Council President.

“the catholic 
women’s league 
is a Diocesan-wide 
organisation whose 
membership promotes 
catholic values and 
carries out volunteer 
and charitable work.”

Memorandum of Understanding signed with CWL


